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THE  CURE  OF  NEAR  SIGHT. 

BY    BEMBI   C.   ANGELL,   M.D.,  BOSTOK. 

It  is  not  generally  knowD,  I  think,  by  either  the  profession 
or  the  public,  that  near  eight  in  youth  is  sometimes  cnrable  and 
always  susceptible  of  great  improvement  by  proper  treatment. 
A  reduction  of  the  myopia  in  these  cases,  of  from  fifty  to  seven- 
ty-five per  cent,  is  the  rule,  oftcner  than  the  exception.  In  the 
progressive  myopia  of  youth  (and  myopia  in  youth  is  almost 
invariably  progressive)  there  is  present  a  more  or  lesd  severe 
choroiditis  posterior,  and  usually  also  a  posterior  bulging  of  the 
coats  of  the  eye-ball,  forming  what  is  termed  staphyloma  poa- 
ticum.  If  this  bulging  is  conaiderable,  of  course  the  improve- 
ment in  vision  cannot  be  as  marked  as  when  this  feature  is 
inconsiderable  or  absent.  In  many  cases  in  early  life  there  is 
no  decided  bulgiug,  this  common  characteristic  of  myopia 
coming  on  later,  and  increasing  as  the  disease  of  the  choroid 
increases.  Amblyopia  is  also  usually  an  accompaniment  of 
myopia;  i.  «.  the  patient  is  unable,  with  such  glasses  as  most 
nearly  neutralize  his  defect,  to  see  No.  20,  at  twenty  feet.  The 
amblyopia  is  due  chiefly  to  the  spread  of  the  choroiditis  to  the 
vicinity  of  the  sensitive  part  of  the  retina,  —  the  yellow  spot. 
When  the  amblyopia  is  marked,  so  that  vision  with  the  beat 
glasses  is  not  more  than  J^  or  ^J,  the  chance  for  great  improve- 
ment is  also  lessened.  Fortunately,  in  early  life  the  amblyo- 
pia is  often  slight  or  entirely  wanting. 
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Thb  Tbbatuent. 

According  to  my  experience  the  improvement  of  progressive 
myopia  in  youth  is  to  be  sought  in  the  prescription  of 
First:  Rest  of  the  eyes. 
Second:  The  use  of  proper  glasses. 
Third:  Attention  to  the  general  health. 

I  will  give  two  or  three  illustrative  cases  of  treatment,  and 
present  whatever  I  have  to  say  further  as  regards  treatment  in 
connection  with  them. 

January,  1875,  MisB  M.  W.,  mt.  sixteen,  Boston,  had  noticed  . 
'  dimness  of  vision  for  distance  during  the  past  year,  and  lately 
it  had  increafied  greatly  in  the  left  eye.  Neither  her  friends 
nor  her  physician  suspected  the  nature  of  the  trouble.  The 
latter  supposed  some  serious  disease  of  the  left  eye,  but  no 
optica]  defect  was  Uiought  of.  This  was  not  strange,  perhaps, 
as  Miss  W.  had  always  heretofore  enjoyed  perfect  sight,  so  far 
as  she  knew.  On  testing  her  vision  I  found  that  without  glasses 
1''=' jYj  left  and  ^g  right;  but  as  she  could  rend  the  finest 
type  at  ten  or  twelve  inches  from  the  left  eye,  I  suspected  myo- 
pia, and  made  a  trial  of  concave  glasses,  with  the  following 
result :  — 

With— 12,  F=^g  Left. 
"    —24,   r=  iS  Right. 

There  was,  therefore,  left,  a  slight  amblyopia ;  right,  none. 
I  prescribed  absolute  rest  for  the  eyes,  so  tar  as  use  for  near 
objects  was  concerned.  She  promised  perfect  obedience  ;  for 
she  and  her  family  were  desirous,  if  possible,  to  have  the  defect 
removed,  and  so  avoid  the  necessity  for  glasses  as  well  as  all 
future  anxiety  for  the  condition  of  her  eyes.  Her  general 
health  being  perfect  no  medicine  was  given.  The  ophthatma- 
Bcope  showed,  right,  an  appm-eutly  healthy  fundus ;  left,  slight 
choroiditis  near  the  optic  nerve  disk  at  the  temporal  side.  She 
visited  me  every  week  or  two,  and  on  March  24,  1875,  I  find 
the  following  record  of  her  sight :  — 

Without  glasses,  V  =  ^^n  I^fti  and  ^§  Right.  Here  was 
an  improvement  of  fifty  per  cent  in  the  bad  eye.     With  —  18 
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abe  could  see  just  as  well  with  this  eye  as  before  with  —  12  ; 
Tiz.through — 18,  F=^5Left.  Two  months  later,  pursuing 
the  same  treatment,  she  could  see  just  as  well  through  —  24  ; 
so  that,  before  treatment,  the  myopia,  left,  being  -^t  it  was, 
after  treatment  for  five  months,  only  ^,  and  steadily  growing 
leas. 

It  was  not  necessary  in  this  case  to  prescribe  glasaes,  chiefly 
becauae-the  myopia  was  not  excessive,  and  because  the  accommo- 
dative apparatus  was  unimpaired  ;  in  other  words,  there  was 
no  asthenopia  present,  muscular  or  other,  and  no  considerable 
irritability  or  inflammation  of  the  eyes.  Frequently,  glasses 
are  necessary  as  an  aid  in  the  removal  of  these  symptoms,  from 
the  circumstance  that  the  eye,  armed  with  a  suitable  glass,  sees 
with  less  exertion. 

The  next  case,  that  of  Miss  K.  P.,  rat.  9,  of  Winchendon, 
Mass.,  was  of  a  severer  type.  She  had  been  growing  near- 
sighted for  eighteen  months,  was  not  robuijt  looking,  had 
evidently  been  kept  at  school  too  steadily,  complained  of  head- 
ache and  fatigue.  On  July  9,  75,  I  found  in  both  eyea  a 
myopia  of  ^ ;  through  -14  and  through  no  higher  number, 
her  F==)^.  There  was  considerable  asthenopia  and  pain  on 
use  of  the  eyes  in  reading,  and  this  had  continued  notwithstand- 
ing she  had  been  using  her  glasses — 14  for  two  mouths. 
There  was  slight  bulging  and  a  beginning  crescent  to  be  seen 
on  the  tem{>oral  side  of  both  optic  disks.  Her  eyea  felt  better 
with  the  glasses  on  than  oflT.  Therefore,  I  permitted  her  to 
continue  their  use,  although  it  occurred  to  me  at  the  time  that  a 
weaker  number  would  have  been  my  choice.  She  waa  to  be 
taken  from  school  and  not  to  use  her  eyes  at  all.  Jfux  Vomica, 
internally. 

July  24.  Patient  same.  Substituted  — 18  glasses.  Gave 
Gelieminum  internally  aud  a  collyrium  of  Atropine  for  the  eye 
with  the  object  of  paralyzing  the  accommudittive  power,  thus 
giving  complete  rest  to  the  eyes. 

Aug.  20.  Better;  headache  is  disappearing.  V=  \^  through 
—  20.     Continue  nux.  and  gels. 

Sept.  18.  Great  improvement;  headache  gone ;  vision  better ; 
through  —  28  F"^  \^.  Omit  the  Atropine,  and  continue  with 
the  Gels.    Change  glasses  to  —  30. ' 
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Hero  we  have  a  myopia  of  -^^  and  constantly  increasing, 
changed  by  three  months'  treatment  into  a  myopia  of  ^^  and 
Bteadily  decreasing.  I  have  not  seen  the  case  since,  but  have 
heard  that  the  eyes  were  not  in  the  least  troublesome.  In  this 
case  I  am  not  at  all  conviDced  that  the  Nux  Vomica  or  Gelsemi- 
num  were  of  aid.  Probably  the  rest,  the  proper  glasses,  and 
the  hygienic  measures  were  thu  main  factory  in  the  impruTfl- 
ment.  I  do  not  often  use  Atropine  as  in  this  case.  Here  I 
prescribed  it  because  the  patient  was  disposed  to  use  the  eyes 
some  in  reading,  notwithstanding  my  orders  to  the  contrary, 

The  next  case  was  a  very  serious  one  indeed,  —  one  which, 
without  care,  might  easily  go  on  to  blindness  ;  and  yet  the  result 
of  the  treatment  was  quite  as  satisfactory  as  that  of  the  others. 

Sept.  17,  76.  Miss  M.  R.,  ret.  13,  Concord,  N.  H.  This 
was  a  severe  case  of  myopia,  with  choroiditis  posterior  and 
large  staphylomse  of  both  eyes.  She  hits  been  near-sighted  from 
birth,  with  great  increase  since  eighteen  months  from  study. 
Complains  of  pain  in  the  eyes,  headache,  and  appears  over- 
worked. 

V=  \^  through  —  6  Right. 

V=  \l  through  —  6  Left, 

It  will  be  noticed  that  a  slight  amblyopia  was  present,  as 
vision  would  otherwise  have  been  j^.  I  ordered  her  to  be 
taken  from  school,  to  give  up  all  use  of  the  eyes  for  near 
objects,  to  go  to  bed  early  and  get  up  late,  to  play  or  work 
moderately,  to  drink  ale  at  dinner,  and  to  have  plenty  of  meat 
at  each  meal.  Her  eyes  felt  better  and  less  tired  when  wear- 
ing glasses,  and  I  therefore  prescribed  for  distance  —  8, 
through  which  V=  l^,  or  a  trifle  less;  that  is,  she  did  not 
make  out  the  letters  of  No.  50  quite  readily.  I  gave  nothing 
internally  and  no  collyrium  externally. 

Oct.  21.  Here  is  the  result  of  this  treatment  for  one  month 
and  four  days  :  through  the  same  glasses  —  8  Ft=  ^J  instead 

Nov.  23.  Vision  same.  She  is  languid,  and  not  feeling  as 
well  as  previously  ;  but  her  eyes  feel  better,  and  she  is  elated 
at  the  prospect  of  better  vision.     Pres.  Quinine. 

Jan.  10.     She  has  menstruated  for  the  first  time  lately,  and 
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this  haa  prodaced  some  constitutional  disturbance,  —  a  little 
headache  aud  puin  in  the  eyes.  Her  mother  informs  me  that 
she  has  also  been  using  her  eyes  too  much.  Nevertheless,  her 
vision  is  still  ^^,  or  more  than  double  its  acuteuess  in  the  be- 
ginning. 

This  patient  will  probably  be  under  treatment  for  some 
months  to  come ;  but  it  is  doubtful  if  the  near  sight  will  be 
lessened  much  further,  from  the  fact  that  the  congenital  bulging 
posteriorly  puts  the  retina  so  far  behind  the  lens  that  the  eye 
must  always  remain  strongly  myopic. 

I  am,  finally,  not  prepared  to  say  that  speoifio  medication 
directed  to  the  diseased  condition  of  the  eye  is,  in  these  cases, 
of  no  use.  It  may  be  beneficial,  but  it  is  difficult  to  determine, 
after  the  exhibition  of  a  small  dose  of  medicine  for  its  so-called 
dynamic  action,  whether  there  has  been  any  action  at  ail. 
Generally,  if  the  patient  improves  we  think  it  has  acted,  but  if 
no  improvement  is  noticed  we  think  it  has  not  acted.  This 
kind  of  experimentation  is  pleastint,  interesting,  and  doubtless 
sometimes  profitable  to  both  patient  and  physician.  Still,  in 
the  class  of  cases  presented  in  this  article,  I  am  sure  that  the 
treatment  I  have  indicated  will  be  the  more  serviceable.  The 
specific  treatment  may  be  added,  but  the  treatment  I  hare  indi- 
cated cannot  be  subtracted  with  safety.  Eest  of  the  eyes,  the 
proper  adaptation  of  glasses,  and  the  restoration  of  vigorous 
general  health  will,  in  favorable  cases,  produce  almost  marvel- 
lous rettults,  and  in  the  worst  cases  so  change  the  direction  of 
the  disease  as  to  ensure  immunity  from  the  dreaded  loss  of 
sight. 


THE  MA.TERIA  MEDICA  OF  THE  PAST  DECADE. 
Abxtraet  of  a  paper  read  be/ore  th«  JUag$achitBeiU  HomtBopathie  Medical  Soetetg. 

BV   C.   WBSBEIJKEFT,    H.D. 

It  is  a  matter  of  surprise,  that  among  the  great  number  of 
surgical  specialties  into  which  the  old  school  medicine  of  the 
day  is  split  up  there  should  be  either  time  or  room  left  to 
devote  to  materia  medica ;  in  fact,  we  marvel  that  therapeutic 
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appliances  still  retain  the  name  of  medicine.  Hot  that  drugs 
have  fallen  into  disuse  —  for  great  quantities  are  consumed,  — 
but  the  attention  paid  to  their  study  is  trifling  as  compared 
with  that  given  to  other  branches,  especially  the  sut^ical. 

Nevertheless,  there  is  still  a  firm  belief  among  old  school 
physicians  in  the  power  of  medicines  to  cure  disease ;  for,  notr 
withstanding nnmerousattempte  to  discredit  pharmacodynamics, 
physicians  do,  after  all,  fall  buck  upon  medicines,  and  try  again 
and  again  to  accomplish  the  results  which  these  substances  prom- 
ise. To  recall  the  more  important  of  those  efforts  I  will  briefly 
allude  to  some  of  the  medicines  which  have  received  the  largest 
share  of  attention  of  late  years,  and^will  also  refer  to  the  meth- 
ods adopted  in  studying  the  effects  and  application  of  medi- 
cines. 

Among  those  medicioes  which  have  received  much  attention 
I  will  name  Arsenic  and  its  preparations.  Oh.  Tryon  studied 
its  effects  upon  the  nervous  system,  Fapillaud  :  Arsenic  and 
Antimony.  Lolliot:  Ai-senious  acid.  Valette  wrote  upon 
Arseniatcd  hydrogen;  and  last,  but  not  least,  the  distinguished 
and  ever  industrious  Imbei-t-Gourboyre  has  furnished  us  with  an 
excellent  synopsis  of  the  uses  of  Arsenic  in  its  homoeopathic 
application.* 

Asaftetida,  Ammonia,  Aconite,  have  all  received  no  little 
attention,  hut  among  the  novelties  is  to  be  mentioned  Nitrite  of 
Amyl,  upon  which  Dr.  K.  Peck  published  a  monograph  in  1874. 
The  Pfaeiitioner  of  Apri\,  1873,  coutuins  a  description  of  which 
the  following  is  an  abstract:  Nitrite  of  Amyl  strangles  the 
paroxysms  of  Angina  pectoris.  Its  effects  are :  Bronchial 
irritatiou,  cough,  quickened  circulation,  sense  of  fulness  in  the 


■  See  also  Billroth,  soccessfUl  treatment  of  two  aggravated  cases  of  moltlple 
lyiDphoBacGoma  of  neck  and  uterus  by  Arsenic.  Wiener.  Med.  Wochenschr, 
xx.i,U,  18T1.  Arsen.  in  treatment  of  malignant  lymphomata.  Fr.  Thollo,  Ibid., 
No.  28,  18T4.  Dr.  Decamp  on  treatment  ofnaosea  and  vomlilngln  pregnancy. 
Phllo.  Med.  and  Snrg.  Reporter,  xzvtl,  p.  181,  Aug.  10,  I8T2.  The  effects  of 
Arsenic  on  tiseae  change,  A.  P.  Fokker,  Schmidt's  Jabr,  No.  8.  Martlneau, 
Arsenic  poisoning  L'Unlon,  Hedic.  46,  1871.  Du  Jardln,  Giov.  Araeuiate  of 
Qtilntne  in  neuralgia  oftiie  brachial  plexus.  Boncatl,  use  of  Arsenic  In  ner- 
vous affections,  headache,  lumbago,  hjsterla,  neuralgia,  etc.,  in  Schmidt's 
Jahr,  Vol.  167,  No.  8,  1873,  p.  241. 
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temples,  burning  of  the  ears,  violent  commotion  of  the  chest, 
tumultuous  action  of  the  heart,  and  quick  respiration.* 

It  deserres  further  proving,  and  is  one  of  those  substances 
which  produce  perceptible  effects  very  quickly. 

Another  new  discovery,  although  of  much  less  importance,  is 
the  substance  called  apomorphine,  a  solution  of  muriate  of 
morphia  in  concentrated  hydrochloric  acid.  A  sure  and  pow- 
erful emetic  in  doses  of  one  fifth  and  one  tenth  of  a  grain. 
Recommended  in  alcoholic  intoxication,  acute  mania,  etc.f 

It  is  indicated  in  all  cases  where  it  is  desirable  to  empty  the 
stomach  alone  of  its  contents,  especially  when  the  administra- 
tion of  an  emetic  by  the  mouth  is  difficult  or  impossible,  as  in 
mnnia,  obstinate  children ;  in  poisoning  where  prompt  emesis  is 
called  for ;  in  croup,  whore  it  is,  greatly  superior  to  the  danger- 
ous sulphate  of  copper  or  tartar  emetic ;  in  extreme  intoxication 
with  overloaded  stomach ;  in  accum\ilation  of  mucus  in  the 
bronchi ;  in  whooping  cough,  with  inability  to  expectorate ;  in 
bronchial  asthma,  etc.  As  an  emetic  it  is  used  modt  effectually 
by  subcutaneous  injection  of  gr.  0,1  or  0,2.  As  an  expec- 
torant in  the  following  formula:  R.  Apomorph.  mur.  cryst. 
0,06  to  0,12.  AquiB  deMtiil.  140,0;  Syr.  Sacch.  15.0;  M.  D, 
S.,  a  tablespoonfnl  every  two  hours.  It  is  in  cases  of  poison- 
ing that  its  action  will  be  found  most  desirable,  and  its  greatest 
advantage  is,  that  it  may  be  used  with  safety,  even  in  debilitated 
systems,  and  in  childhood. 

The  bromides   have,  as   you  know,  received  a  very  great 

■  See  &Ibo  Horatio  C.  Wood,  on  pbyalol.  and  therapeutic  eflScts  of  Arojl 
Nitrite,  American  Jouriiai  af  NabaaX  Seiencei,  czxlli,  pp.  Hd-6S,  Jalj,  1871. 
Ani;l  Nitrite  in  Epilepsy,  J.  Crichton  Browne,  la  the  Weal  Kldlng  Lnnatlc 
Asflnm  Medlc&l  Reports,  111,  1873.  Reports  of  mu-ked  beneSclol  results  Id 
tlie  trentmeDt  of  aggravated  and  bopelesu  cases  bjr  iQhalation.  Cases  of 
tetaoDS  cured  by  Amyl  Nitrate,  by  Prof.  Curtis,  in  the  New  York  Cliarlty 
Hospital,  Nev)  Tork  Medical  Journal,  Vol.  II,  No.  6,  1874.  A  very  fUU  and 
btghly  IntereHtlng  article  cantalDing  reports  of  physiol.  experiments  noA 
proTiags  of  Amy)  Nitrite,  showing  it  to  be  a  powerTnl  antidote  to  chloroform, 
and  a  highly  promlslDg  remedy  In  hemlcranla.  Berlin,  lUln.  Wocheuscbr., 
No.  25,  187*. 

t  Saml.  Oee,  Transact,  of  the  Clinical  Society  of  London.  Vol.  II,  p.  136, 
1669.  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  Aug.  1871,  p.  10.  Central  Bl.  f. 
in.  medic.  Wlssenscbaften,  No.  32,  1874.  It  has  also  been  nsed  with  much 
success  as  an  expectorant  in  doses  of  00,001  to  0,OOS  in  bronchitis  tracheitis. 
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share  of  professioiial  attention  for  the  last  ten  years.  I'hey 
were  studied  by  G.  W.  D.  Williams,  in  1863;  by  M.  M. 
Damourette  mid  Pelvet,  in  '67  ;  by  Voisin.  Besuier,  and  others. 
The  bromide  of  potassium  is  the  one  of  these  salts  which  has 
found  the  most  extensive  application  ;  and  the  disease  in  which 
it  has  proved  moat  serviceable  is  epilepsy.  The  common 
experience  is  that  its  effects  are  only  produced  in  large  and 
repeated  doses.  The  subject  is  familiar  to  all ;  nothing  new 
will  be  added  to  it  until  we  obtain  careful  provings  upon 
healthy  persons.  Such  experiments  may  elicit  some  facts 
hitherto  unknown.  The  most  exhaustive  treatise  is  that  of 
Laborde.* 

From  carefully  conducted  provings  upon  himself,  upon 
animals,  and  from  an  extensive  use  in  disease,  he  comes  to  the 
following  general  couclusious  :  — 

Bromide  of  Potassium'  possesses  a  predominating  influence 
upon  all  kinds  of  reflex  action,  both  iu  man  and  animals. 

It  aSects',  secondarily,  those  phenomena  which  are  depen- 
dent upon  the  will  and  intelligence ;  this  effect  is  most  marked 
in  man. 

In  both  man  and  animils  a  period  of  excitation  may  be  dis- 
tinguished, extending  mainly  over  those  functions  which  consist 
essentially  of  reflex  actions  (the  reproductive  sphere,  that  of 
seuretion,  excretion,  etc.),  followed  by  a  period  of  collapse  in 
the  same  organs. 

These  phenomena  depend  upon  a  change  wrought  in  those 
anatomical  elements  in  which  the  reflex  actions  are  produced  ;  in 
the  motor  columns  of  the  spinal  cord,  and  in  the  ganglion  cells 
of  the  sympathetic. 

The  hypnotic  effect  is  merely  secondary,  and  the  result  of  a 
depression  of  those  bodily  functions  which  are  independent  of 
the  will  and  dependent  on  reflex  phenomena.  The  effect  of  the 
bromide  upon  these  latter  is  to  withdraw  the  nervous  system 
from  external  influences,  and  thus  to  produce  a  quiescent  state, 
which  permits  of  sleep. 

The  effects  of  Biomide  of  Potassium  are  essentially  different 
from  the  effects  of  other  substances  acting  upon  the  reflex  phe- 
•  Gtu.  de  Pu.  B9,  42,  tS,  19,  52,  186!). 
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DomeDa :  ether,  chloroform,  etc.  Theae  act  pre-emiDeotly  upon 
the  cerebrum  and  its  functions ;  their  effect  is  to  suspend  prima* 
rily  the  intelligence,  will,  sensation,  and  they  have  only  a 
secondary  operation  on  the  spinal  cord,  {.  e.  by  the  mediation 
of  the  brain,  while  the  bromides  act  primarily  upon  the  spinal 
malTow,  and  consecutively  upon  the  brain. 
To  bt  eciUiniied. 


TARANTULA:    A   REMEDY  FOR  INSANITY   AND   SPINAL 
MENINGITIS. 


.   FOOTE,   H.D. 


Thb  following  case  may  help  to  establish  a  confidence  in  a 
remedy  that  has  been  denounced  (singular  to  relate)  on 
account  of  the  "  extraordinary  pathogenesis  "  presented  by  its 
provers.  If  it  is  "a  creation  "  of  highly  organized  and  imagina- 
tive brains,  there  seems  to  have  been  a  remarkable  harmony  in 
the  reports  of  the  different  provers.  To  condemn  a  pathogene- 
sis on  account  of  the  minuteness  of  detail,  or  on  account  of  its 
being  unique,  is  certainly  remarkable,  and  wholly  becomes  the 
material  mind  more  than  the  one  that  acknowledges  dynamic 
forces.  Tarantula,  as  a  remedy  in  mental  diseases,  is  invalua- 
ble, and  our  experience  with  it  in  our  "  Dr.  Foote's  home  "  has 
established  in  our.  own  mind  the  truthfulness  of  its  pathogenesis, 
as  collated  by  Doctors  Nuncy  and  Ferry,  and  translated  by  J. 
A.  T/erry,  M.D. ;  and  Dr.  Lerry  is  entitled  to  our  thanks  for 
the  aid  he  has  given  us  by  this  translation.  The  symptoms  as 
given  by  the  provers  are  certainly  remarkable  and  singular. 
So  very  singular  are  they  that  I  know  of  no  other  remedy  that 
can  supply  its  place,  particularly  as  a  curative,  when  indicated 
for  mental  alienations. 

Miss  M.,  aged  27,  native  American  and  Protestant,  a  con- 
firmed dyspeptic  for  years,  a  musical  amateur,  has,  within  the 
past  year,  returned  from  Europe,  where  she  had  been  studying 
music  with  great  ambition  for  two  years,  —  but  with  the  great 
disadvantages  of  an  imperfect  vision,  myopia,  with  amblyopia 
and  incipient  cataract,  —  and  while  in  a  highly  nervous  state 
from  too  close  application  to  study,  a  German  oculist  operated 
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to  remove  the  Lena  of  the  right  eye  by  abeorptioa.  This  waa 
Tollowed  by  great  nervous  depresaion  and  prostration,  with 
occasional  symptoms  of  mental  aberration.  In  this  condition 
she  was  sent  home,  and  came  into  the  bands  of  Dr.  Pelitier  of 
Hartford,  who  discovered  a  retroverted  and  inflamed  ut«ruB. 
.  After  treating  ber  some  months,  without  mental  improvement, 
he  sent  her  to  be  placed  under  my  care,  with  the  following 
symptoias ;  — 

Nov.  2.  Severe  pain  through  the  right  eye,  the  pain  extend- 
ing through  to  the  occiput  aud  nose;  restlessnesa ;  cold  feet; 
mahogany-colored  aud  large  papular  eruption  upon  the  face, 
particularly  large  in  the  region  of  the  molar  bone;  sleepless 
and  nervous,  and  very  troublesome;  retroversion,  with  swollen 
uterus.     Gave  her  one  dose  Oela.  10*.     Slept  well  one  night. 

Kov.  3.     Kestless,  changeable,  and  full  of  wants ;   no  sleep. 

Nov.  4.  Violent,— screams,  sings,  strikes,  bites,  and  throws 
things,  destructive.   Use  Camirole  and  give  Bell.  14°,  one  dose. 

Nov.  5.  No  better,  violent ;  soils  the  bed  with  urine  ;  furious. 
Grave  Hyos.  3"",  one  dose. 

Nov.  6.  No  better,  siugs  loud  and  continuously,  with  laugh- 
ter.    Gave  Stram.  15",  one  dose. 

Nov.  7.  No  improvement,  no  sleep  since  the  2d.  In  addi- 
tion to  nil  the  above  symptoms,  with  thirst,  she  would  suddenly 
spring  out  of  bed,  if  \ett  untr»mmel]ed,  breakiug  and  destroying 
whatever  she  coald  get  hold  of.  This  was  done  so  quickly 
that  it  was  almost  impossible,  with  two  attendants,  to  restrain 
her,  unless  she  was  kept  bound.  At  12  o'clock  gave  her  Tar- 
ant.  100"  (Dr.  Swan's  dilutions)  ;  fifteen  minutes  after,  she 
was  asleep,  and  continued  in  a  quiet  sleep  until  the  ifth  (two 
days),  then  she  aroused  about  noon  for  a  short  time,  with 
screaming.  Gave  one  dose  Tarant.  70" ;  soon  atter,  sleep,  with 
catalepsy,  for  three  hours.  This  was  very  marked ;  after 
which,  continued  quiet  sleep  until  the  10th,  in  the  p.  h.  ;  she 
aroused,  and  for  a  couple  of  hours  was  semi-conscious  and  got 
up  to  void  her  urine  and  feeoes,  which  had  previously  been 
voided  in  bed.  In  the  evening  recognized  and  kissed  her 
mother,  as  she  was  being  changed  and  prepared  for  the  night, 
and  then  went  to  sleep  again. 
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Nov.  11.  Slept  well  all  night  and  still  sleeps.  Surface 
natural. 

Nov.  12.  Some  restless ;  comptaios  of  pain  iu  the  base  of 
the  brain  and  nspe,  with  traoeient  pains  in  all  parts  of  the 
body.  Dont  want  to  be  touched ;  don't  want  sympathy ; 
childlike  irritability.     Repeat  Tarard.  100". 

Nor.  17.  Steady  improvement  since  last  date,  and  rational 
dyspeptic  symptoms  appearing  as  she  begins  to  eat.  Has  had 
a  little  beef  tea  daily.  Complains  of  toothache,  nansea,  and 
has  eructations  of  wind  after  eating;  uneasiness,  and  pains  all 
over.  Don't  want  to  be  spoken  to ;  snappish  ;  neuralgic  paius 
here  aud  there,  moving  about ;  heat  around  the  epigastrium, 
extending  through  to  the  back.     G^ave  one  dose  Tarant.  70°'. 

Nov.  37.  Has  been  about,  apparently  well,  for  the  week 
past  until  yesterday,  when  she  became  restless  after  too 
much  exertion  in  trying  to  read,  and  play  the  piano ;  erratic 
pains,  with  beat  through  the  body  ;  cold  feet.  Gave  one  dose 
Tarant.  100™,  followed  by  great  excitement  and  apparent  aggra- 
vations of  the  medicine,  many  of  the  former  symptoms  return- 
ing, lasting  for  a  couple  of  days.  Antidoted  with  Puis.  bV^ 
(Fincke),  after  which,  patient  has  continued  to  improve  to 
present  date,  Jan.  1.  Her  old  complaint,  dyspepsia  and  want 
of  vision,  are  now  her  only  troubles :  of  the  former  she  is  grad- 
ually improving. 

Some  of  the  characteristics  of  this  remedy  are  remarkable, 
and  have  been  repeatedly  verified  by  me.  Restlessness  of  the 
hands  and  legs,  constant  movement,  cannot  remain  in  one 
place  ;  restlessness,  great  and  constant  heat  about  the  epigas- 
trium ;  disposition  to  joke  aud  laugh  and  to  play  tricks,  with 
impulsive  movements.  Sudden  Jbxlike  and  deslrtictive  efforts, 
requiring  the  utmost  vigilance  to  prevent  damages,  JblUnoed  by 
laughter  and  then  apologies.  This  symptom,  in  several  cases, 
has  been  the  "  key-note "  to  the  remedy,  resulting  in  prompt 
relief  from  a  single  dose  of  a  high  attenuation. 

All  the  symptoms  relieved  by  music. 

There  is  an  old  Spanish  legend  that  people  who  are  bitten 
by  the  Tarantula  spider  have  an  irresistible  desire  that  compels 
them  to  dance,  aud  they  are  only  relieved  by  exhaustion  and 

„...., L.ooglc 
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death.     Hence  the  highly  exciting  and  stirriug  tunes  called 
Turautuia,  airaiiged  by  Heveral  of  our  emineut  composers. 

There  are  many  otiier  valuable  Bymptoms  that  hare  proven 
curative  in  our  hands;  but  we  have  given  sufficient  to  call 
iittentiou  to  this  valuable  remedy,  the  proviugs  of  which  are'  at 
pre^eut  found  only  in  the  North  Atnerican  Joumcd  for  Feb- 
ruary, 1872. 


CLINICAL   CASES. 

BT   B,   W,   BBORIDQE,    U.D. 

( 1 ) .     Saccharum  Lactia. —  Miaa had  much  fatigue  and 

loss  of  Bleep  through  nursing  a  patient.  On  IVfay  26  uhe  had 
feeling  of  sickness  and  heat  of  head.  The  heat  was  objective 
and  subjective,  couimeucing  iu  upper  forehead  and  extending 
gradually  all  over  head,  and  followed  by  tingling  down  spine, 
which  made  her  move  her  back  from  side  to  side.  During  the 
heat  in  head,  her  stomach  feets  lifted  up  when  she  moves. 
These  symptoms  she  is  subject  to  from  over  fatigue,  and  they 
last  till  she  has  rest  and  sleep.  I  gave  her  one  dose  of  Sac- 
charum Laclia  '"°  {Fincke).  She  felt  better  in  an  hour  (with- 
out rest  or  sleep),  and  was  well  next  day. 

This  medicine  I  gave  according  to  a  clinical  indication  com- 
municated to  me  by  Dr.  S.  Swan.  Clinical  symptoms'cannot 
take  the  place  of  the  pathogenetic,  but  they  are  extremely 
valuable  in  supplying  the  deficienciea  of  our  Materia  Medica. 
When  the  latter  is  complete,  we  shall  be  able  to  do  without 
them,  but  not  till  then. 

This  patient  took  the  same  medicine  on  subsequent  occasions, 
when  suffering  from  similar  symptoms  from  the  same  c:iiise, 
and  always  with  prompt  relief. 

(2).     Colocynth,  —  Miss ate   cheese;    after  it  she  had 

(as  she  always  has  under  similar  circumstances)  nausea,  rising 
of  wind,  lising  of  sour  water  in  throat,  pain  in  left  hypochon- 
drium,  and  palpitation.  Has  had  these  symptoms  all  uight. 
They  usually  last  three  or  four  days.  One  doae  of  Oolocynih 
3000  (Jenichen)  cured  her  in  an  hour. 
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The  indications  for  this  mediQiae  was  found  on  p.  316  of 
Bcenninghau sen's  Taachabuck  (Hempel'a  translation).  Colo- 
cynth  is  the  only  remedy  I  can  find  tliat  lias  "  Aggravation  from 
cheese."  I  caDaotfiDditintfae  Materia  Medica,  so  that  it  ia  very 
likely  to  be  a  clinical  symptom.  If  I  had  aeglected  clinical 
symptoms  where  the  pathogenesis  fiiiled,  should  I  have  cured 
the  case  so  soon?  This  case  is  another  proof  also  of  the 
necessity  of  a  collective  of  medicines,  according  to  conditions 
generally.  The  oggruTation  or  amelioration  of  one  symptom 
by  a  certain  condition  very  often  applies  to  many  others  not  yet 
noticed  ;  it  may  apply  to  every  symptom,  though  by  no  means 
necessarily  so. 

(3).  Qonium.  Miss ,  Nov.  6.  Meases  came  on  yes- 
terday for  half  an  hour,  when  she  stopped  them  by  putting 
hands  into  cold  water  (which  always  stops  them  with  her). 
Since  then  has  had  pain  as  if  there  were  lumps  in  abdomen,  and 
as  everything  jarred  inside  it  on  walking.  Sour  risings  after 
food  (which  she  always  has  during  menses),  urine  intermits. 
She  took  a  dose  of  Conium  10*"  (^Fincke).  In  thirty  minutes 
the  symptoms  w<>re  removed  and  the  menses  came  on.  Next 
day  a  little  retuni  of  pain,  and  took  another  dose.  Menses 
laated  the  usual  time,  and  the  morbid  sj'mptoms  disappeared 
and  did  not  return. 

The  indication  in  this  case  was  taken  from  Guernsey's  in- 
valuable work  on  obstetrics,  viz.  Urine  intermits  with 
amenorrhtea.  According  to  Hempet's  Jabr,  "intermitting 
urine"  is  only  a  clinical  symptom,  and  its  combination  with 
amenorrhcea  is  not  given  at  all.  Yet  it  proved  reliable  in  this 
case. 

Id  a  recent  number  of  a  pseudo-homcsopathic  journal,  this 
work  receives  several  pages  of  thorough  abuse,  which,  however, 
only  serves  to  show  still  more  (what  every  Hahnemannian 
knew  already)  the  critic's  thorough  ignorance  of  true  Homoe- 
opathy. On  the  other  hand,  more  than  one  physician  has  told 
me  that  he  has  learnt  more  from  Guernsey's  key-notes  than 
from  any  other  work.  But  what  has  become  of  Guernsey's 
articles  on  characteristics  commenced  in  the  Hahnemannian 
Monthly  f    They  were  continued  up  to  CiciUa,  and  the  welcome 
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wurds,  "To  be  continued,"  were  attached.  Let  us  hope  they 
will  be  speedily  resumed.  They  are  so  valuable  that  we  can- 
not spare  them,  and  I  hope  that  the  author  will  place  us  under 
still  further  obligations  to  him  by  publishin<;  them  in  time  for 
incorporation  in  Hering's  Analytical  Therapeuttca,  a  work 
which  I  may  mention  I  have  already  found  invaluable  at  the 
bedside  of  the  patient. 

(4).     Sulphur.    Miss ,  let.  21.     Sept.  29,  1874.     For 

seven  weeks,  pressing  pain  and  swelling  of  stomach  and  the  ' 
same  pain  in  back  opposite  stomacb,  coming  on  an  hour  or  more 
after  meals.  The  pain  causes  difficulty  of  breathing  and  speak- 
ing, faint  feeling,  giddiness,  and  weakness.  For  four  or  five 
days,  feeling  of  coldness  in  centre  of  chest,  which  makes  the 
mouth  water.  For  about  four  weeks,  cough  only  in  the  morn- 
ing while  dressing,  with  easy  green  sputa.  Subject  to  head- 
aches, which  are  now  worse ;  she  wakes  with  pain  above  left 
eye,  it  increases  gradually,  ia  worst  from  2  to  5  p.  M.,  then 
decreases  gradually  (but  more  quickly  than  it  increased)  after 
tea  ;  sleepy  during  day,  but  sleeps  well  during  night.  When 
stomach  swells,  cannot  bear  pressure  of  clothes ;  shooting 
from  centre  of  chest  to  between  scapulre  soon  after  meals,  gen- 
erally before  the  pain  in  stomach ;  palpitation  after  meals. 
Has  taken  allopathic  medicine  without  result, and  is  quite  now  to 
Homceoi>athy.  I  gave  her  one  dose  of  3ulphur  °"°  (Jicericke). 
Sept.  15.  Swelling  of  stomach  much  less  ;  pressure  in  stom- 
ach and  back  less;  coldness  iu  chest  better  for  last  day  or 
two;  less  watering  of  mouth.  Cough  better;  less  sputa; 
headaches  continue;  less  sleepy  during  day ;  can  bear  pressure 
of  clothes  better ;  shooting  in  chest  continues,  but  is  felt  less  tn 
back ;  palpitation  unchanged ;  sore  feeling  inside  lower  chest 
(effect  of  -Sulphur?)  28.  Has  felt  very  much  better  for  ten 
days.  Swelling,  pressure  in  stomach  and  back,  coldness  of 
chest,  and  watering  of  month  have  gone  ;  cough  better;  head- 
aches less;  no  sleepiness  during  day;  can  bear  pressure  of 
clothes;  no  shooting  or  palpitation,  or  soreness  inchest;  feels 
strong. 

1875.     Sept.  21.     Returned,  having  caught  cold,  and  stated 
that  about  fourteen  days  after  the  lust  visit  she  was  quite  well, 
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and  remained  so  ever  since.  This  pati-jnt  is  therefore  con- 
verted to  HomcBopathj  by  a  single  doeo  of  what  some  of  our 
friends  are  pleased  to  tenn  a  "  moonshine  potency." 

(5).     Selladimna.     Mr. ,  June  8,  1875,  took  some  food 

which  disagreed  with  birn  ;  got  better,  but  on  June  24  and  25 
the  pains  returned  as  bad  as  ever.  The  pain  is  in  ahdomeu, 
coming  and  going  gradually.  Has  taken  ^ux,'  Merc*  and 
Lycop."  without  relief,  though  administered  according  to  the 
wretched  works  on  Domestic  Homceopathy  by  which  tlie  people 
are  misled.  I  gave  him  a  dose  of  Bel.  D  M.  (Swan),  to  be 
repeated  every  two  hours  till  better. 

Aug.  3.  Reports  that  the  pain  was  very  soon  relieved  ;  eat- 
ing an  egg  brought  it  on  again.  He  took  the  medicine  at  inter- 
vale, according  to  the  pain,  and  in  three  days  was  quite  well. 
He  says  he  never  knew  medicine  to  act  so  promptly  on  him 
before. 

Nov.  15.     The  pain  has  not  returned. 

(6.)  Podophyllum.  A  gentleman  had  over  fatigue  of  mind 
from  business.  When  in  bed,  rolled  bis  bead  both  on  waking 
and  when  awake.  Podophyllum  *™  three  times  a  day  soon 
removed  the  symptom. 

(7.)     Tilia  iJuroptxa.     Mrs. bad  shooting    from  left 

bypochondrium  to  above  umbilicus,  worse  by  deep  inspiration 
or  walking.    Cured  by  one  dose  of '"''. 

(8.)     Alumina.    Miss had  all  day   pain    in    vertex, 

worse  on  moving  bead  or  stooping,  better  by  pressure ;  shoot- 
ing in  vertex  on  coughing.  Alumin  C.  M.  {Fincke)  every 
two  hours  till  better.  Was  better  in  teu  minutes  and  soon 
well.     Took  two  doses. 

(9.)     Phoaphorua.     Miss .     For  five  consecutive  nights 

dreams  of  being  pursued  by  wild  animals,  and  wakes  iu  a 
fright.     No  return  after  one  dose  of  Phosp.  19  "  {Jenichen). 

(10. )     GraphileB.     Mr. had  feeling  of  cobweb  on  right 

forehead  and  rigbt  temple,  making  him  draw  the  hand  over  the 
part  as  if  to  wipe  it  off,  worse  when  thinking  about  it ;  from 
over-study.     Cured  by  one  dose  of  14  ".  (^Fincke). 
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ZINC  IN  THE  TREATMENT  OF  UY  FIEST  PATIENT. 

BT  UABT  A.  GABBISOK. 

A  WOMAN  of  forty-eight  years,  and  aa  epiliptic  for  more 
thau  three  years. 

The  fits  were  increasing  in  severity  and  frequency.  She  had 
been  a  woman  of  great  strength  of  character  and  mind,  but  now 
of  great  mental  imbecility,  almost  amounting  to  dementia ; 
so  forgetful  that,  afler  s[>ending  weeks  with  friends,  on  return- 
ing to  Iier  home,  could  remember  nothing  she  bad  said  or  doue, 
etc.  etc.  The  mental  symptoms  being  of  the  greatest  impor- 
tance, 1  prescribed  Zinc  SOtk,  hoping  to  arrest  further  develop- 
ment of  the  brain  trouble,  but  scarcely  expecting  to  cure 
epilepsy.  This  was  early  in  March,  and  she  has  bad  hut  one 
fit  since,  and  that  occurred  in  July,  after  spending  over  a  week 
at  a  Methodist  camp-meeting.  She  has  only  had  a  few 
powders  of  Zinc,  with  an  occasional  intercurrent  remedy,  — 
Ignatia  and  Belladonna. 

There  is  a  decided  improvement  in  her  mental  condition, 
noticeable  to  her  friends  aad  neighbors,  who  think  it  quite  mar- 
vellous. 

The  only  credit  I  am  entitled  to  in  the  case  is  that  I  bare 
refrained  from  over  doing  and  have  adhered  to  the  teachings  of 
the  Materia  Medica. 


IFrom  the  BiitUh  Journal  of  Uommopathn.'l 
AN   ADDRESS  ON  THE  ORIGIN,  CHARACTER,  AND  CON- 
SEQUKNCES   OP    PROFESSIONAL  OPPOSITION   TO    HO- 
MfEOPATHY  IN  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

s  Society,  June 

BT   ALFRED   C.  POPB,   VICE-PRESIDENT  OF  THE   SOCIETY. 

Gentleuen,  —  In  bringing  the  busiaesB  of  this,  the  thirty-Qret  ses- 
sion of  our  Society,  to  a  close,  I  propose  in  the  first  place  to  lay  before 
you  a  short  review  of  the  work  we  have  accomplished  during  the  past 
tight  montlis.  The  remainder  of  the  time  allotted  to  a  president's 
address  I  shall  occupy  in  tracing  the  origin,  describing  Che  character, 
and  pointing  out  the  consequences  of  the  opposition  Homoopathy  has 
met  with  from  the  m^ority  of  tbe  profession  in  this  country. 
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The'first  meeting  of  the  session  which  terminatos  tonight  was  held  - 
in  October  last,  when  Dr.  Wylii  read  a  paper  in  which  he  proposed  the 
pobli cation  by  the  Society  of  an  elaborate  work  on  practical  medicine, 
of  which  the  homoeopatliic  selectioD  of  medicines  stionld  be  the  distin- 
guishing; feature.  At  our  next  meeting  Dr.  Blacliley,  of  Manche8t4>r, 
contributed  an  intcre^'ting  paper  on  byilrop>iobia,  basing  his  remarks 
oa  two  fatal  cases,  one  occurring  in  tlie  human  subject,  the  other  in  a 
dog,  that  had  come  under  bis  observation.  Dr.  Croucber  followed  on 
the  ensuing  occasion  with  a  paper  on  tetanus,  illustrating  his  remarks 
by  a  caae  he  had  treated  successfully.  In  Jannary  Dr.  CariVae  read 
a  rery  practical  ee<say  on  metritis ;  and  in  February  Dr.  Edward  BInke 
cODlribulcd  oni.-  of  a  similar  chnractor  on  leucorrboea.  The  following 
month  the  essay  rea'1  was  one  by  Dr.  Dyce  Brown  on  the  physiolo<;ical 
action  of  tobacco.  In  April  the  subject  of  dysentery  was  introduced 
l>y  Dr.  Hewui.  At  the  meeting  in  May  Dr.  Wheeler  communicated 
the  detnils  of  some  coses  of  otophthalmic  goitre.  Un  the  3d  of  this 
montli  Dr.  Wyld  drew  ;'our  attention  to  the  absence  of  professional 
intercourse  between  homoaopathic  and  non-homceopathic  members  of 
the  profession  ;  while  last  evening  you  had  the  advanta^ie  of  heiirinn 
a  paper  on  ague,  having  special  reference  to  the  action  of  Sulphur  in 
Uiai  disease,  by  Dr.  Cooper. 

From  this  list  it  will  l>e  obvious  that  all  who  have  assisted  in  mnk- 
ingour  meetings  both  useful  and  interesting  have  been  thoroughly 
practical  in  the  choice  of  subjects  upon  which  they  have  invited  di»- 
cnssion .  It  does,  I  confess,  seem  somewhat  strange  that,  in  a  Society 
BO  essentially  therapeutic  as  ours  is,  or  at  any  rate  ought  to  be,  only 
one  of  these  papers  lias  been  of  a  purely  therapeutic  character.  This 
deSciency  has,  however,  been  more  than  compensated  by  the  woik 
done  in  another  part  of  the  Society's  field  of  operation  during  the  last 
few  months,  to  which  I  shall  allude  presently. 

One  subject  which  has  been  discussed  here  during  the  past  ses!>ion 
deserves  at  least  a  slight  reference.  Considerable  anxiety  has  on 
several  occasions  been  expressed  to  bring  the  country  members  of  the 
Society  into  more  intimate  commnnication  with  those  of  us  who  reside 
in  and  around  the  metropolis,  and  to  enable  them  to  derive  greater 
advantages  from  their  connection  with  the  Society  than  they  do  at 
present.  As  one  step  in  this  direction,  a  plan  has  been  adopted  and 
acted  upon  at  some  of  cur  recent  meetings  of  including  a  few  questions 
bearing  upon  the  subject  of  the  paper  about  to  be  read  in  the  agenda 
notice  sent  to  each  member  a  week  or  ten  days  prior  to  the  meeting 
taking  place.  These  questions  itis  intended  should  be  briefly  answered 
la  writing  by  snob  members  as  may,  by  reason  of  the  distance  from 
London  at  which  they  reside,  be  precluded  from  attending  the  meet- 
ing. The  answers  seat  are  read  immediately  after  the  paper  of  the 
evening.  Brevity  in  those  replies  is  essential  in  order  that  they  may 
be  read,  while  conciseness  and  perspicuity  are  even  more  essential,  to 
the  end  that  they  may  be  read  with  advantage.  Too  short  a  time  has 
elapsed  since  this  suggestion  was  first  acted  upon  to  admit  of  our 
drawing  any  conclusions  as  to  its  success.     I  trust,  however,  that  it 
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may  be  foand  as  advantageous  as  tbe  excellcDt  motive  with  wbich  It 
was  proposed  by  Dr.  Vernon  Betl  deserves  that  it  sliould. 

Tbe  new  edition  of  the  "  Pbarmacopceia,"  wUicU  bas  been  for  some 
time  un<)ergoing  revision,  is,  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  announce,  in  tbe 
press.  Rather  more  than  a  third  of  tlie  volume  bas  been  printed  and 
ia  corrected,  so  tbat  Itrastwe  shall  bave  tbis  iraportaot  and  mucb- 
needed  volume  in  onr  possession  witbin  a  few  weeks.  How  greatly 
we  are  Indebted  to  Dr.  Drury  and  his  coadjutors,  Messrs.  Wyburn 
and  Franklin  Epps,  I  cannot  eaetly  express.  'I'be  work  tliey  have 
accomplished  in  order  to  render  our  "  Pharmacopcnia  "  as  perfect  as  po»- 
■ible  has  been  of  no  ordinary  character,  and  well  deserves  ihe  very 
cordial  ibanks  it  bas  received. 

During  the  paat  session  a  very  important  and  I  trost  successrbl 
effort  has  been  made  by  tbe  Society  to  provide  Instruction  in  homoeo- 
pathic therapeutics  for  those  members  of  tbe  profession  who,  being 
desirous  of  knowingwbat  Homoeopathy  is,  prefer  to  derive  tbeir  infor- 
mation from  the  lips  of  those  who  have  devoted  much  time  and  thougbt 
to  its  study,  and  who  have  bad  large  opportunities  of  experience  in  its 
practice,  to  depending  upon  the  ex  parte,  often  garbled,  and  as  a  rule 
fhlse  or  utterly  Ignorant  statements  concerning  it  met  witli  in  tbe 
columns  of  the  medical  press. 

Dr.  Dudgeon,  in  two  lectures,  briefly  set  forth  the  history  and  prin- 
ciples of  Horiiceopathy ;  Dr.  Hale  olt  four  occasions  illustruted  tbe 
practice  of  Hotnosopathy ;  and  Dr.  Richard  Hughes,  iu  a  series  of  lec- 
tures, the  fit's!  oi  wbich  was  delivered  on  the  18ih  of  Pebiuary,  and 
tbe  last  on  the  17th  of  June,  has  discoursed  each  week  in  tbis  room 
on  the  physiological  action  and  therapeutic  properties  of  some  of  the 
most  important  and  laest  proved  of  our  drugs.  Lectures  better  calcu- 
lated to  assist  tbe  practitioner  in  the  treatment  of  tbe  sick  than  these 
bave  been  it  is  dilflctilt  to  imagine.  Each  has  been  marked  by  con- 
spicuous ability,  most  painstaking  and  fruitful  researobes,  and  excellent 
delivery.  As  an  exponent,  on  behalf  of  our  Society,  of  bomoeopaLbia 
tberupeutiCB  to  those  who  are  unacquainted  therewith.  Dr.  Hughes  is 
eminently  entitled  to  tbe  gratitude  of  each  one  of  us.  I  trust  that  at 
tbe  commencement  of  tbe  next  session  these  lectures  will  be  recom- 
menced, and  tbat  no  effort  to  make  the  fact  of  their  delivery  known 
will  be  spared  by  the  committee  appointed  to  superintend  them,  so 
tbat  large  and  encouraging  audiences  may  be  procured. 

A  few  words  must  1  say  regarding  the  numerical  strength  of  our 
Society,  ere  I  pass  to  topics  of  mora  general  interest. 

Our  members  now  number  113,  of  whom  42  reside  witbin  and  71 
without  the  metropolitan  postal  district.  During  last  session  1  new 
members  Lave  l)aen  elect«l,  and  2  have  resigned.  I  think  tbat  yon 
will  allow  tbat,  conaidering  there  are  more  than  a  hundred  medical 
men  openly  practising  Homoeopathy  within  twelve  miles  of  Charing 
Cross,  there  ought  to  be  more  than  42  who  would  embrace  the  oppor- 
tunities presented  to  them  in  Joining  the  only  medical  society  in  Lon- 
don willing  to  receive  Ihem ;  the  only  medical  society  within  a 
reasunable  <liatance  of  tbeir  residences  whioh  is  free  to  discuss  euery 
theory  of  tlioiapeutics,  every  mode  by  which  disease  can  be  efflcleatly 
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treatecl ;  the  only  medical  society  in  which  no  soientiQo  sabject  bear- 
ing upon  medicine  is  denied  a  hearing.  It  is  desirable  that  the  list  of 
'nnr  members  should  be  extended.  It  is  so  because  it  is  important 
tiiat  all  vho  are  so  iBoIat«d  from  the  general  body  of  the  profession  as 
we  are  at  present  should  have  frequent  opporlunltles  of  meeting  and 
eo  of  knowing  one  another  personally,  and  of  taking  counsel  together 
on  those  questions  which  have  an  especial  interest  for  us.  It  is  so, 
also,  in  orfer  that  we  may  as  a  Society  be  enabled  to  exert  ourselves 
more  fully  than  circumstances  have  so  far  admitted  of  our  doing  in  the 
Kncntifie  development  of  Homceopathy.  That  oar  numbers  may  be 
Increased,  I  woald  suggest  that  any  of  ua  who  may  have  medical 
ftiends,  whO)  while  eligible  for  membership,  have  not  hitherto  joined 
US,  should  endeavor  to  influence  them  to  do  so.  Raving  succeeded  so 
far,  we  should  further,  both  by  precept  and  example,  induce  them  to 
attend  our  meetings  regularly. 

The  attendance  during  the  past  session  has  been  perhaps  as  good  as 
the  great  distance  of  the  place  of  meeting  from  the  residences  of  mem- 
bers allows  of  its  being.  At  the  same  tjme  I  cannot  but  think  that  a 
little  more  esprit  de  corps,  a  little  more  anxiety  to  assist  in  promoting 
the  prepress  of  medicine,  a  little  more  earnestness  in  the  cultivation  of 
lHend8hip» and  brotherly  feeling,  would,  to  a  Inrge  extent,  overcome 
any  physical  obstacles  that  may  suggest  themselves  as  rendering  non- 
attenduice  excusable. 

I  shall  now  for  a  brief  space  ask  your  attention  to  a  consideration 
of  the  circomstances  which  have  led  to  the  opposition  Homceopattiy  has 
met  with  In  this  conulry,  to  the  manner  in  which  this  opposition  bos 
iMen  conducted,  and  to  the  results  by  which  it  has  been  signalized. 

Aa  we  all  know  fiill  well,  the  admission,  honestly  and  openly 
•xpressed,  that  the  homoeopathic  law  presents  us  with  the  best  indica- 
tions for  the  choice  of  drug  remedies  lias  been  regarded  as  a  barrier  to 
onr  entering  the  societies  of  our  profession,  to  holding  appointments  at 
medical  institutions,  to  co-operating  with  medical  men  of  other  thera- 
peutic views  in  any  way  whatever,  lately,  as  you  are  aware,  the  forma- 
tion of  a  Medical  Institute  in  Birmingham  has  led  to  some  discussion  on 
the  propriety  ot  this  barrier  being  any  longer  maintained,  so  far,  at 
least,  us  medical  societies  are  concerned.  Fortunately  for  the  honor 
of  those  members  of  the  profession  who  regard  Birmingham  as  their 
home,  the  invidious  distinction  it  was  sought  to  perpetuate  wiis  rejected 
by  a  large  majority,  while  a  more  recent  attempt  to  override  the  first 
decision  was  defeated  by  a  vote  or  ninety-five  to  twenty.  The  ttnport- 
aDC«  of  the  m^orily  on  each  occasion  was  enhanced  by  the  emincnca 
of  those  who  constituted  it,  and  still  more  by  the  eloquent  and  high- 
toned  speeches  and  letters  which  were  delivered  and  written  in  snpport 
of  the  gieat  principle  or  freedom  of  opinion  in  the  realm  of  meilicine. 
Dtiiing  these  discussions,  for  the  first  time  in  the  course  of  the  opposi- 
tion  to  Ifomceopathy  in  this  conntry,  it  was  sought  to  exclude  those 
members  of  onr  profession  who  practise  Homceopathy  from  the  institute, 
—  not  OD  the  ground  that  Homoeopathy  was  untrue,  or  Ihnt  it  was  "  a 
fraud,"  or  that  it  was  a  "  folly,"  n^ilher,  as  previously,  was  thia 
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attempt  made  on  the  ground  that  homceopathists  were  either  "  kn&ves 
or  fools,"  bnt,  sa  alleged  by  Mr.  Oliver  Pemberton,  becanee  we  main- 
tain a  name  calculated  lo  mark  us  from  the  general  body  of  the  pro- 
feaeion  I  This  suggestion  would  seem  to  imply  that  we  paraded  the 
word  "  homoeopath  "  and  practised  a  profession  called  "  HomtBopalhy  " 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  attracting  patients  by  some  high-sounding  and 
not  generally  intelligible  combination  of  Greek  words. 

That  all  who  prescribe  medicines  homteopatbically  are  homceopathists 
is  incontestable.  It  is  just  as  much  so  as  is  the  fact  that  those  who 
prescribe  empirically  ure  empirics,  just  aa  much  bo  as  that  those  who, 
st  a  foimer  period,  adopting  the  method  of  John  Brown  as  the  basis 
of  their  drug  treatment,  were  Brunonians,  or  as  that  those  who  some- 
what later  direetcd  their  prescriptions  by  the  principles  of  Broits^ais 
were  called  Broussaisists.  But  we  do  not  make  use  of  the  words 
"  HomtBopatby  "  and  a  "  homceopathist "  in  a  vulgar,  ostentatious,  or 
unprofessional  manner.  Against  any  such  charge  as  this  we  indignantly 
protest.  That  these  words  have  evercome  bo  prominently  forward,  or 
been  used  so  frequently,  or  in  so  msny  relations  as  they  have  hccn,  is 
solely  to  t>e  ascribed  to  the  action  of  tiiose  who,  by  excluding  us  from 
theordinsry  societies  of  our  profession,  havecompclledus  to  form  socie- 
ties of  our  own ;  who,  having  refused  to  publish  our  contiibutions  to 
medical  literature,  have  i  enriered  it  necessary  that  we  should  have  special 
periodicals  in  which  we  could  express  our  views  ;  of  those  who,  having 
deprived  us  of  opportunities  of  filling  bot^pital  appointments,  have 
made  it  incumbent  upon  us  to  institute  hospitals  and  dispensavies 
where  we  could  afford  relief  to  the  sick  poor.  In  all  this  there  is 
nothing  unprofessional,  nothing  out  of  harmony  with  ihe  slrictcst 
regard  for  medical  ethics.  The  frequent, use  of  the  appellatioo 
"  homo^opathist "  has  been  forced  upon  us  by  the  unjust,  ungenerous 
conduct  of  the  majority  of  the  medical  profession.  And  now,  for- 
sooth. Ihe  employment  of  this  word,  in  the  manner  I  have  described, 
is  adduced  by  Mr.  Oliver  I'emberton  as  an  argument  for  perpetuating 
this  injustice,  this  lack  of  generosity, 

Homceopalliy  is  far  from  being  our  profession  ;  the  entire  range  of 
medicine  and  surgery  is  that.  So  far  from  Homteopathy  supplying  us 
with  our  only  meuns  of  relieving  disease,  the  entire  lange  of  ihern- 
peutics  is  ours.  Within  this  range  bomceopathy  holds,  and  I  trust 
will  iocreasiogly  hold,  a  conspicuous  position ;  but  we  have  neither 
done,  written,  nor  said  anything  which  restricts  us  to  the  use  of 
homccopathically  selected  remedies  in  all  cases  under  all  circumstances. 
We  are  bound  by  no  obligation  other  than  that  which  calls  upon  us  to 
do  the  best  we  can  for  our  patieJits,  In  the  dlschai^e  of  this  duty  we 
avail  ourselves  in  the  treatment  of  disease  of  every  measure  by  which 
the  health  of  the  body  is  capable  of  being  modified.  Experience  has 
taught  us  that  homceopathically  selected  medicines  arc  tbose  which  as 
a  rule  assist  more  than  any  other  in  the  cure  of  disease ;  but  experi- 
ence lins  also  taught  us  that  cases  do  arise  where  all  the  help  that  the 
physician  can  i-upply  frum  his  drug  ripettoire  is  palliative,  and  we 
have  learned  that  in  not  a  few  such  instances  we  must  draw  upon 
antipathic  sources  for  our  palliatives.     Experience  has  further  shown 
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that  ID  many  instances  surgical  interference  conduces  to  more  rapid 
recovery  than  medicines  alone  can  do,  while  in  others  the  operative 
skill  of  the  ani^con  is  a  »ine  gua  non  of  cure  ;  again,  experience  bas 
taught  us,  as  it  has  taught  all  medical  men,  the  therapeutic  value  of 
dietetics,  of  water  employed  in  different  ways  and  at  varying  temper- 
atnres,  of  electricity,  and  indeed  of  the  scientific  regulation  of  all  the 
conditions  by  which  a  patient  ia  iiurronnded. 

Therefore,  gentlemfn,  while  it  is  true,  and  I  for  my  part  am  thank- 
flil  that  it  is  true,  that  we  are  homoeopalhists,  we  are,  over  and  above 
that,  physicians;  we  bring^to  bear  upon  the  treatment  of  disease 
every  means  which  has  been  pmced  to  be  best  adapted  to  its  cure. 

There  is  nothing  novel  or  strange  in  a  body  of  physicians,  tVom  their 
avowed  attachment  to  some  distinct  therapeutic  principle,  being  known 
by  an  epithet  more  or  less  expres'^ive  of  that  principle.  In  nearly 
every  Instance  in  which  this  has  occurred  the  central  and  distlngnisb- 
ing  principle  has  had  reference  to  the  manner  of  proscribing  drugs, 
not  to  the  general  treatment  of  disease  On  the  general  principles  of 
treatment  most  physicians  are  agrei'd.  It  is  only  when  they  come  to 
writing  a  pre-^cription  that  their  differences  make  themselves  apparent. 

Pa'fsing  over  the  Dogmatists,  Empirics,  Pneumatics,  and  Metho- 
dists of  ancient  times,  as  illustrations  of  this  proposition,  we  Bnd  the 
most  notable  of  modem  instances  in  John  Brown,  Hahnemann,  and 
Broil  ssais. 

'Still  mere  recently  we  have  seen  the  rise  and  —  I  think  I  may  add 
—  the  fall  of  the  expectant  school,  of  that  called  rationalist ;  and  now 
empiricism  of  a  somewhat  singular  type  ap|)ears  to  be  advancing  in 
professional  favor. 

In  the  early  ages  of  the  history  of  medicine  the  disputations  between 
rival  schools  doubtless  led  to  eshibitions  of  very  bitter  personal  feel- 
ing. But  however  acrimonious  may  have  been  the  discussions  between 
the  Hrononians  and  the  Cullenists  of  the  latter  part  of  the  last  and 
early  years  of  tbe  present  century,  for  a  physician  to  be  a  Brunonian, 
•r,  some  thirty  years  later,  to  be  a  Broussaisiat,  was  never  held  to 
exclude  him  from  the  public  offices  of  his  profession  or  from  associa- 
tion with  his  medical  brethren ;  still  less  would  the  holding  and  prac- 
tising of  the  therapeutic  views  of  Brown  or  of  Broussai^i  have  Iwen 
tiiought  to  justify  such  paltry  and  insalting,  and  in  reality  Ignorant, 
abuses  of  power  as  the  refbsal  to  publish  in  the  medical  Journals  of  the 
day  essays  on  medicine  proceeding  from  the  pen  of  such  a  physician, 
or  the  compelling  of  medical  publishers  to  decline  to  allow  the  works 
of  authors  of  known  Brunonian  or  Bronssaiaistio  proclivities  to  issue 
from  their  establishment s. 

Yet  it  Is  such  miera  as  these  that  have  been  imposed,  and  to  this 
hour  are  imposed,  upon  all  physicians  who  as  a  rule  select  their  drug 
remedies  upon  the  principle  which  is  styled  homoeopathic,  that  princi- 
ple tbe  adoption  of  which  hnsgiven  to  them  the  nameof  hommopathists. 

It  is  true  that  the  methods  of  Brown  and  of  Broussals  hnd  in  them 
ranch  that  was. in  harmony  with  the  current  drug  therapeutics  of  the 
times  in  which  they  flourished:  that  of  Hahnemann  had  little  or 
notliing  in  common  with  the  modes  in  which  his  contemporaries  used 
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inedicitiea.  Again,  tbe Brnnonian  snd  the  Brouaaaisist  proceeded  upon 
^>ecul&live  notions  as  to  the  nature  of  disease :  Habnemann  protested 
against  all  speculative  patltol(^.  Further,  the  comparatively  trifling 
knowledge  regarding  the  actions  of  drugs  possessed  by  the  pi-oression 
in  the  days  of  Brown  and  BrouBsais  was  nevertlielesa  adequate  to  the 
oairj'ing  out  uf  their  therapeutto  theories.  For  tbe  practice  of  Homceo- 
pathy  the  Materia  Med ica  required  nothing  less  than  a  thorough  reinves- 
tigation, on  a  plan  never  more  than  hinted  At  in  previous  days. 

In  such  demands  as  these  tliere  was  without  doubt  much  thiLt  was 
startling,  much  to  escite  criticiam,  much  to  warrant  doubts  and  mis- 
givings, much  well  calculated  to  provoke  from  the  senior  practitioner 
the  indignant  inquiry,  "  Are  we  all  wrong  in  our  metbods  of  treat- 
ment?"—much  to  Justify  the  young  enthusiast  f^'esh  A-om  tbe  schools 
in  asking  whether  it  was  likely  that  all  the  luminaries  of  the  post,  the 
Sydcnhnms,  Meads,  and  Radcliffes,  bad  been  In  error  in  purging, 
bleeding,  and  mercurializing  their  pHtienta.  So  much  I  can  boUi 
admit  and  sympathize  with  ;  but  the  apparent  strangeness  of  Hahne- 
mann's proposals,  the  simplicity  of  his  art  of  prescribing,  tbe  severity 
of  bis  critiques  upon  the  character  and  complexity  of  the  therapeutics  of 
his  day  —  in  a  word,  tbe  revolutionary  nature  of  his  method  —  did  not 
justify  that  summary  rejection  without  inquiry  which  it  received, 
formed  no  sufficient  ground  for  shutting  out  its  author  and  its  fol- 
loncrs  from  all  intercourse  with  their  professioQa!  brethren,  and  were 
fur,  very  far  indeed,  from  being  adequate  as  reasons  for  the  infliction 
of  all  the  many  pains  and  penalties,  all  the  cruel  prosecutions,  which 
have  perpetually  pursued  them, 

The  mode  in  which  Homceopathy  has  been  dealt  with  from  the 
earliest  attack  mode  upon  it  until  the  latest  has  been  Ibndamentally 
wrong.  The  opposition  has  been  wholly  based  upon  assumptions. 
The  arguments  used  against  it  have  ever  been  a  priori,  not,  as  they 
ought  to  have  been,  a  poalerioTi. 

It  has  been  assumed  that  the  principle  *^Similia  iimilibus  curantur" 
is  no  guide  to  the  aeleolion  of  remedies.  The  inquiry  whether  it  is  so 
or  not  has  never  been  made  by  those  who,  excatliedra,  have  presumed 
to  denounce  it. 

It  has  been  assumed  that  the  small  or  inflnitesimal  dose  is  regarded 
by  homosopathista  aa  adequate  to  the  carrying  out  of  every  object  with 
which  a  drug  can  be  prescribed.  No  such  proposition  as  this  has  ever 
been  maintained  by  them.  They  know  fliU  well  that,  if  it  is  necessary 
to  purge  a  man,  five  or  ten  grains  of  the  Extract  of  Colocynth  will  be 
noDe  too  lai|^  &  dose  for  the  purpose ;  but  they  are  equally  well 
assured  that  the  100th,  1000th,  or  10,000tb  of  a  grain  of  the  same 
drug  will  be  amply  sufficient  to  cure  some  cases  of  facial  neuralgia. 

It  has  been  assumed  that  the  records  of  physiological  drug  action 
constituting  our  Materia  Medics  ore  the  vain  imaginations  of  bypo- 
chuudi  iacul  men  and  hysterical  women.  They  are,  as  you  all  well  know, 
the  carcfiilly  sifted  results  of  experiments  made  by  men  and  women 
well  qualiflud  for  the  task,  and  placed,  while  performing  them,  under 
computetit  observation.  In  addition  to  esperiments  voluntarily  made, 
our  Mtitcria  Medica  has  drawn  largely  upon  the  details  of  cusea  of 
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poisoniDg  nhich  have  fVom  time  to  time  beea  pDblishe<l  hy  traatworthy 
observers.  The  reliahiliiy  of  the  symptomatology  of  our  Materia 
Uedica  has  been  rntified  by  the  experience  of  thousands  of  educated 
pbj'sicians  practisinf!  in  all  parts  of  the  worid  daring  tbe  last  seventy 
or  eighty  years,  while  tlie  nameroue  illustrations  of  tlic  value  of  the 
praclic-al  outcomings  of  these  experiments  which  crowd  modern  text- 
books of  MateHa  Medicn  nrc  further  and  very  satisfactory  evidence  of 
the  Rccuracy  of  soch  experiments. 

Once  more,  it  has  been  assumed  that  the  bomoeopatliist  depends 
for  his  therapeutic  resources  upon  drugs  alone.  There  was  a  time 
when  it  was  the  fashion  to  stale  that  homoeopath  lata  were  especially 
careful  dieticians,  tliat  to  the  simple  kinds  of  food  and  drink  to  which 
their  patients  were  restricted  and  to  the  absence  of  nil  drugs  they 
owed  their  success.  Nowadays  it  is  asserted  that  no  liomoeopatliist  is 
honest  who,  under  any  circumstances  whatever,  endeavors  to  cure  or 
relieve  his  patients  by  any  olher  means  than  medicine,  and  that  a 
medicine  prescribed  on  the  principle  of  similars.  Possibly  enough 
there  are  persons  who  would  add  that,  for  complete  bonesty,  to  be 
compatible  wiih  tielng  a  liomceopathist,  medicines  must  be  prescribed 
in  globules  of  the  30th  dilution!  Here  is  another  of  tiiose  false 
assuDiptions  regarding  Homoeopathy  which,  for  the  sake  of  charity,  I 
will  ascribe  to  ignorauce  of  what  ia  really  understood  by  that  word. 

As  did  the  Brunonian  and  the  Brousaaiaist  in  the  past,  ao  doea  the 
bomcBopathlst  to-day.  He  adopts  that  method  of  treatment  implied 
in  tlie  term  wbich  has  been  used  to  describe  bis  tberapcntio  views  in 
every  case  in  which  his  study  and  experience  have  led  him  to  believe 
that  it  is  available ;  but  bia  treatment  of  disease  doea  not,  and  never 
did,  begin  and  end  with  a  prescription:  be  knows,  appiei;iates,  and 
employs  every  therapeutic  resource  wbich  modern  research  has  shown 
to  be  capable  of  improving  the  condition  of  a  patient  and  of  assisting 
in  the  cure  of  his  disease. 

To  the  suppression,  then,  of  all  inquiry  into  Homceopalhy,  to  tbe 
false  assumptions  which  have  been  entertained  regarding  its  meaning 
and  place  in  therapeutics,  and  to  the  erroneous  notions  which  have 
been  allowed  to  obtain  currency  respecting  the  practice  and  opinions 
of  those  who  have  openly  avowed  their  confidence  in  it  as  a  general 
rule  for  drug  selection,  do  I  attribute  the  injustice  and  ostracism  with 
which  we  have  been  visited  by  the  majority  of  the  profession. 

Various  and  emphatic  as  were  the  denunciations  of  Homteopatby 
and  of  those  who  practised  Homoeopattiy  which  were  circulateil  in  this 
country  lietween  1827  and  1851,  it  was  not  until  the  latter  year  that 
tbe  opposition  we  have  had  to  encounter  received  any  approach  to  an 
organization.  I  have  no  desire  to  recur  to  the  circumstances  which 
led  np  to  this  organized  opposition;  sufflce  it  to  say  that  such  an 
crganization  was  then  formed.  Brighton  may  be  regarded  as  its 
birthplace,  and  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical —  now  designated 
tbe  British  Medical  —  Association  as  its  parents.  At  the  meeting 
held  in  Brighton  in  1S5I,  that  "tumultuous  meeting,"  as  the  late  Dr. 
Conolly  described  it,  eight  reso  lulions  regarding  Homceopalhy  and 
homoBopatUists  were  agreed  to.     Some  years  ago  t  beard  from  the 
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lips  of  one  of  the  committee  appointed  to  fNme  them  that  they  were 
the  mork  of  half  an  hour,  and  were  drawn  up  by  men  who  knew  noth- 
ing nhaievcr  about  Homceopnthy,  made  no  inquiry  and  had  mailu  no 
inquiry  rogardiug  it,  but  assumed,  took  it  for  granted,  that  it  was 
some  hateful  lorm  of  quackery  akin  to  Perkins's  tractors. 

The  first  resolution  ran  as  follows :  — 

"That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  association  that  Homoeopathy,  as 
proi)ouiided  by  Hahnemann  and  practised  by  his  followers,  is  so  utterly 
opposed  to  science  and  common-sense,  as  well  as  so  completely  at 
Tariancc  with  the  experience  of  the  medical  profession,  that  it  ought 
to  be  in  no  way  or  degree  practised  or  countenanced  by  any  regularly 
educated  medical  practitioner." 

The  second  charges  homoeopathic  practitioners  with  having  heaped 
contempt  upon  the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery  as  followed  by 
the  members  of  the  association  and  by  the  profession  at  Urge.  Much 
sound  criticism  of  therapeutics  doubtless  did  emanate  from  homceopa- 
thists,  and  the  Justice  of  these  criticisms  has  been  fully  acknowledged 
by  the  almost  total  abandonment,  in  text-books  and  hospitals  at  any 
rate,  of  the  kinds  of  treatment  to  which  they  referred.  Hut  it  was 
left  to  others  to  express  "  contempt,"  and  of  those  who  did  ao  none 
was  more  emphatic  than  thatdistinguisheilornament  of  the  association, 
the  lute  Sir  John  Forbes  ;  no  one  in  recent  times  has  been  more  cyni- 
cal than  Dr.  Moxon,  of  Guy's. 

The  third  resolution  aaaerta  that  it  is  derogatory  to  the  honor  of 
members  of  the  association  to  hold  any  kind  of  professional*  intercourse 
with  hon^oaopathic  practitioners. 

The  fourtii  declares  that  there  are  three  classes  of  practitioners  who 
ought  not  to  be  members  of  the  association,  viz.  Jirst,  real  homceo- 
pathic  practitioners ;  second,  those  wlio  practise  Homoeop:ithy  in  com- 
bination with  other  e^'stems  of  treatment ;  aud,  ihirtl,  those  who,  under 
various  pretences,  meet  in  consultation  or  hold  professional  intercourse 
with  those  nho  practise  Homceopathy. 

I  am  not  aware  whether  this  resolution  takes  effect  now  or  is 
regarded  as  obsolete;  but  seeing  that  the  association  is  a  very 
numerous  body,  I  should  presume  that  it  is  disregarded,  for  the  pro- 
portion of  the  profession  who  practise  Homceopatliy  in  combination 
with  other  systems  of  treatment  has  been  increasing  rapidly  cf  late 
years.  Dr.  Ringer's  Manual  of  Therapeutics  is  one  of  the  most  gen- 
erally used  test-books  of  its  kind,  and  that  teaches  Hommopatliy  in 
combination  with  other  systems  of  treatment  to  a  very  lai^e  extent 
indeed 

The  remaining  four  resolutions  bear  upon  little  more  than  matters 
of  detail,  and  thererore  call  for  no  special  observation. 

I  think  further  that  it  has  been  proved  sufficiently  often  that  a  line 
of  policy  fiamed,  not  upon  positive  knowledge  of  certain  fiicts  regard- 
ing the  question  it  affects,  but  upon  hypotheses  without  &ny  foundation 
whatever,  always  has  been  and  ever  must  be  produu'.ive  of  nothing 
but  evil,  tjuch  in  very  truth  has  been  the  result  of  the  coimsg  pursued 
liy  Ihe  British  Medical  Association  in  regard  .to  Homoeopathy  and 
those  members  of   our  profession   who  practise  homoeopathically. 
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Closely  foDoning  tbe  passage  of  these  resolutions  societies  termed 
"  medico-ethical  "  sprang  into  existence  in  all  parts  of  tho  country, 
the  raison  d'etre  thereof  was  the  binding  of  medical  men  not  to  prac- 
tise Homceopathy,  and  not  to  associate  or  consult  professionally  mtii 
any  who  did  so. 

Thus  it  came  to  pass  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  medicine 
that  to  pursue  a  certain  course  of  tlierapentlo  investigations,  to  enter- 
tain, or  at  any  rate  to  express,  certain  views  of  the  mode  in  which 
medicines  act  in  caring  disease,  was  declared  to  be  professionally  im- 
moral I  To  consult  with  a  physician  or  surgeon  in  charge  of  a  patient 
respecting  the  nature  of  tliat  patient's  disojrder  and  the  most  suitable 
means  for  restoring  Lim  to  health  was,  if  that  physician  or  surgeon 
practised  HomoBopathy  either  wholly  or  partially,  asserted  to  be  an  act 
of  prufessional  immorality! 

To  be  eonttntud. 


METRIC   SYSTEM   OF  WEIGHTS    AND  MEASURES, 

The  undersigned,  a  committee  of  the  Boston  Society  of  Civil 
Engineers,  were  instructed,  by  a  vote  passed  at  the  Novemlwr  meet- 
ing of  ths  Society,  to  communicate  with  other  oiganizntions,  with  a 
view  to  securing  united  action  in  petitioning  Congress  to  fix  a  date 
after  which  the  metric  wdgbts  and  meassres  shall  be  the  only  legal 
standards. 

After  considerable  discussion  in  our  Society,  we  find  ourselves 
unable  to  believe  that  the  standards  now  In  use  in  this  country  will 
continue  to  be  employed  for  any  great  length  of  time  ;  we  have  a 
needless  multiplicity  of  units,  often  ambignously  nnmcd,  and  without 
simple  relations  to  one  another.  If  we  had  only  to  criticise  the  present 
state  of  tilings,  we  could  hardly  condemn  it  too  strongly.  A  single 
illasiration  will  present  the  case  more  clearly  ;  Bc^^idcs  the  old  beer 
quart,  we  have  now  the  United  States  liquid  quart  and  the  United 
States  dry  quart,  all  differing  materially  from  each  other  and  flrom 
the  Briliah  Imperial  quart.  Not  one  of  the  four  contains  any  integral 
number  of  cuhic  feet  or  inches,  and  only  the  British  holds  a  weight  of 
water  that  can  be  briefly  stated 

In  view  of  the  amazing  increase  of  international  communication 
during  the  last  half  century,  it  is  evident  that  in  making  any  reform 
in  weights  and  measures,  steps  should  be  taken  towards  uniformity 
with  foreign  countrii^s.  There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  movement 
among  other  nations  towards  the  adoption  of  our  yard,  pound,  and 
gallon,  nor  among  the  English  speaking  people  themselves  are  we 
aware  of  any  active  efforts  to  make  them  more  convenient.  The 
Enropcan  nations,  however,  with  the  exocption  of  England,  Norway, 
Sweden,  Russia,  and  Turkey,  may  fairly  be  said  to  have  united  upon 
the  metrio  system,  which  has  also  been  adopted  by  our  neighbors  in 
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Mexico  aji<t  South  America.  It  faas  for  some  years  been  legalized  in 
the  lTiiit«d  Statea  and  Great  BriLatn,  and  the  latlur  has  adopte<l  the 
meter  gauge  in  the  constnictton  of  some  of  the  India  State  railways. 
Even  Turkey  has  made  its  arcbine  equal  seventy-five  centimeters. 
An  international  convention,  in  which  more  than  twenty  nations  were 
represetited,  has  prepared  standard  meter  bars,  and  distributed  them 
among  the  several  countries  taking  part.  The  greatest  precautions 
were  used  to  ensure  accuracy,  and  a  permanent  bureau  has  been  estab- 
lished to  make  any  comparisons  that  may  be  iieede<l  in  the  fature  for 
maintaining  uniformity.  If  we  appreciate  the  advantages,  therefore, 
of  having  one  system  thronghout  the  civilized  world,  our  first  worlt  is 
to  adopt  the  metric,  even  if  we  do  not  believe  that  that  is  the  Ijest 
which  will  ever  be  devised.  If  we  should  refuse  to  join  in  what  has 
already  received  the  approval  of  the  majority  of  nations,  we  should 
not  be  in  a  favorable  position,  a  generation  or  more  hence,  for  urging 
the  rest  of  the  world  to  aid  us  in  any  further  improvement. 

The  decimal  subdivision  of  the  met«r  is  sometimes  objected  to  as 
not  being  so  simple  as  binary  division  would  be ;  although  it  appears 
to  ns  that  halves  and  quarters  of  the  meter  might  be  used  as  freely  ae 
halves  and  quarters  of  a  dollar  are.  In  fact,  its  decimal  character  is 
one  of  the  very  greatest  recommendations  of  the  metric  system  (at 
least  so  long  as  decimal  notation  prevails  in  arithmetic,  ami  this  can 
hardly  be  changed  for  a  century  to  come).  That  decimal  division  of 
weights,  measures,  and  money  is  of  the  first  importance  in  computa- 
tion is  shown  by  the  praise  generally  bestowed  on  the  Federal  cur- 
rency. It  is  on  account  of  this  advantage  that  engineers  use  decimals 
of  a  foot  where  they  can  ;  although,  in  doing  so,  ihey  are  at  variance 
with  the  practice  of  the  rest  of  the  community. 

The  opinion  is  also  expressed  that  the  meter  is  not  a  convenient 
length  for  a  standard.  For  some  uses  it  may  not  be ;  for  others  it 
evidently  is.  No  one  standard  could  be  expected  to  he  peifectly 
adapted  to  all  purposes.  We  must  have  several  units,  appropriate  to 
different  classes  of  measurement;  and  it  is  the  merit  of  the  metric 
system  th.il  its  secondary  units  have  the  simplest  of  relations  to  one 
another.  In  the  laboratory  the  millimeter  may  be  the  unit,  in  the 
machine  shop  the  centimeter,  and  on  a  railroad  line  the  meter  and 
kilometer ;  but  we  can  translate  quantities  from  one  to  another  by 
moving  the  decimal  point ;  whereas  quite  a  mathematical  computation 
la  required  to  reduce  inches  to  feet,  rods,  and  miles. 

The  real  difficulty,  we  believe,  is  not  with  the  proposed  system,  bat 
with  making  the  change.  The  cost  of  such  a  revolution,  affecting  so 
large  a  proportion  of  the  transactions  of  life,  will  obviously  be  enor- 
mous ;  bat  it  is  equally  true,  if  not  quite  so  obvious,  that  it  is  costing 
OS  enormously  to  keep  up  the  present  confusion.  The  army  of  cus- 
tom-bonse  clerks  employed  in  making  transfers  fWim  one  kind  of 
weight  or  measure  to  another  bears  witness  to  one  item  of  expense. 
The  time  thrown  away  in  our  schools  in  teaching  innocent  children 
that  7^^  inches  make  a  link,  a  fact  that  surveyors  have  all  but  for- 
gotten, is  sad  to  think  of  and  to  pay  for.  Nearly  every  individual  in 
his  daily  business  has  to  UDdertfike  brain  labor  in  dealing  with  our 
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present  irregulnr  weights  and  meaaurcs  which  could  be  saved  by  the 
nae  of  a  simpler  syatem.  It  would  be  dilBcDlt  to  estimate  in  money 
tlie  vaiae  of  this  work ;  bat  for  our  whole  population  It  would  amount 
Id  a  long  series  of  years  to  au  immense  sum,  to  say  nothing  of  tlia 
Texation  and  the  probability  of  being  cheated. 

Whether  we  like  it  or  not,  tbero  are  many  indications  that  our  people 
will  at  no  distant  day  adopt  the  metric  system.  It  is  already  used  in 
the  mint  and  on  the  coast  survey.  Men  of  science  have  used  it  for 
many  years.  It  is  used  by  analytical  chemists,  and  a  great  many 
architects  in  our  principal  cities  have  indicated  their  opinion  by 
agreeing  that  they  wilt  nse  it  after  next  Fourth  of  July.  Tiie  eubject 
is  constantly  agitated  by  the  public  prints  and  by  the  discussions  of 
various  societies.  TJie  system  is  taught  in  our  schools  and  colleges, 
and  is  imported  with  onr  merchants'  goods  and  our  foreign  books,  so 
that  there  are  already  many  individuals  among  us  who  appret^inte  its 
advantages.  One  of  the  commonest  remarks  that  we  hear  is  that  its 
adoption  is  only  a  question  of  time ;  if  that  is  the  case,  the  sturdiest 
opponent  must  admit  tbat  nothing  is  to  be  gained  by  postponement. 
As  far  as  he  is  concerned,  the  older  he  grows,  the  harder  he  will  find 
it  to  change. 

The  question  before  ns,  therefore,  we  understand  to  be,  Shall  wa 
endeavor  to  bring  about  the  change  with  as  little  inconvenience  as  pos- 
sible, by  studying  the  matter  in  advance  and  making  careful  prep- 
arations, or  shall  we  wait  to  be  driven  into  it  by  forces  beyond  our 
control  ? 

To  accomplish  the  result  economically.  It  is  obviously  necessary  to 
have  concerted  action  throughont  the  community.  Different  classes 
of  business  are  so  related  that  they  cannot  be  conducted  independently 
of  one  another.  Engineers,  for  instance,  are  not  likely  to  make  the 
change  without  the  concurrent  action  of  the  manufacturers  and  con- 
tractors who  fbmlsh  materials  and  execute  their  plans.  Among  the 
members  of  any  one  class,  moreover,  there  is  wanted  the  conQdent 
assurance  of  universal  action :  a  mere  majority  might  well  hesitate  to 
undertake  a  very  expensive  change,  sure  to  be  distastefbl  to  some  of 
their  patrons,  if  a  minority  of  competitors  in  the  same  buaiuess  were 
left  free  to  continue  indefinitely  in  the  old  way. 

With  a  powerful  public  lentiment  in  favor  of  the  reform,  it  toili  ttiU 
be  desirable  that  some  conlroUmg  voice  should  give  the  signcU  for  a  si'm- 
idtaneouamoveTMmt  towards  the  actval  abondonment  of  the  present  meaS' 
itres  and  substitution  of  the  new  owes.  That  may  evidently  bo  done 
by  Congress  setting  a  time  when  the  change  must  1>e  made ;  and  onr 
business  men  are  apt  to  say  that  this  is  the  only  nay  in  which  the 
ehange  can  be  made.  We  suppose  ttiat  eventually  the  metric  system 
will  be  established  as  the  law  of  the  land,  but  that  people  will  not 
make  effective  preparations  for  adopting  it  until  Congress  shall 
appoint  some  day  in  the  J^ture  for  such  legislation  to  take  effect. 
Congress  may  be  expected  so  to  fix  a  date  if  it  can  be  convinced  that 
pul>lic  opinion  will  abundantly  support  it.  To  this  end  it  Is  hoped 
tliat  influential  bodies  throughout  Ihe  United  States,  who  are  ready  to 
welcome  the  change,  will  not  fail  to  make  their  feeling  known.     We 
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Bugf^est  that  tbe  appropriate  form  in  which  to  express  it  Is  an  appeal 
to  Congress  for  coiapiihory  legislation  ;  for  this  secma  to  liiniish  the 
key  to  the  whole  situation.  Let  the  main  attack  be  coaceDtratod  upon 
this  poiut,  though  a  rattling  Are  of  efforts  elsewhere  may  be  of  great 
service. 

When  people  know  exactly  how  maeh  time  they  have  before  them, 
every  one  will  rnadily  deciiie,  with  rerercnce  to  his  own  transactions, 
upon  the  successive  steps  by  which  the  new  measures  can  be  gradually 
introduced  and  fansiliarized,  and  the  present  ones  abandoned.  Memo 
rials  have  been  presented  to  Congress  by  the  American  Metrotogical 
Society,  t>oititing  out  what  changes  towards  the  metric  system  appear 
to  be  next  in  order  in  the  management  of  the  government  business, 

Tliat  the  numerous  and  very  great  obstacles  in  the  way  of  this 
reform  can  be  surmonnted  by  conducting  it  in  a  deliberate  and  judi- 
cious way  is  proved  by  the  history  of  the  recent  adoption  of  the  metric 
system  in  Germany.  It  is  a  moit  enconrasiug  fact  that  a  country  so 
densely  inhabited,  standing  so  high  in  tbe  scale  of  civilization,  and 
having  all  the  arts,  manufactures,  and  commerce  so  Ailly  developed, 
should  have  been  able  in  the  space  of  four  years  to  effect  the  adoption, 
in  nearly  all  the  affairs  of  life,  of  a  new  system  of  weights  and  mean- 
ores.  The  movement  was  begun  there  by  societies  of  civil  engineers, 
architects,  railroad  superintendents,  foresters,  and  a^rriculturiats,  nat- 
uralists, chemists,  and  others,  who  passed  votes  and  sent  petitions  to 
the  Gorman  Congress  to  have  some  unirorm  and  sensible  system  of 
weights  and  measures  made  the  only  legal  standard  in  Germany. 
After  some  years  this  induced  the  appointment  of  an  expert  commia- 
sion,  which  reported  in  favor  of  the  metric  system,  and  recominended 
immediate  legislation.  Accordingly,  in  1868,  the  German  govern- 
ment pas^ed  a  law  which  made  the  new  mea^res  the  only  legal 
standard  from  and  after  Jan.  1,  1873.  The  expert  commis>4ion  waa 
kept  in  existence,  and  made  to  superintend  the  innumerable  details  of 
the  change.  During  the  intervening  time  the  greatest  activity  pre- 
vailed throughout  Germany  in  making  preparationa,  so  that  on  Jan. 
1,  lti72,  there  was  but  little  left  to  do.  The  principal  chunges  had 
already  been  gradually  effected,  and  what  was  left  to  bo  done  was  of 
slight  relative  importance,  and  wan  accomplished  with  very  little  dis- 
turbance to  business.     Let  ns  profit  by  tliis  example. 

Tbe  Boston  Society  of  Civil  Engineers  has  also  directed  us  to  draw 
up  a  form  of  memorial  to  Congress;  we  have  accordingly  prepared 
the  annexed  draft  to  be  submitted  for  the  consideration  of  the  .Society 
at  its  next  meeting.  It  is  given  here  as  a  suggestion,  and  in  the  hope 
that  ynu  may  be  induced  to  aid  in  this  work  by  presenting  to  Congress 
a  petition  of  similar  purport.  We  beg  you  will  inform  us  of  any 
action  you  may  take  in  tbe  matter. 

Respectfully, 

Fredk.  Brooks,        ) 

L.  Fbkdk.  Rice,        }  Committef, 

Cleuens  Hebschel,  J 

66  State  St.,  Boston,  Jan.  10,  1S76. 
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To  the  Son.  tAt  SettaU  and  tht  Houu  of  Beprettntativet  of  the  United  StateM,iti 

Congrtn  tuaembled :  — 

The  memorial  of  tbe  Boston  Soctetjr  ot  Civil  Englneen  respectfully 
ihoweth :  — 

Tbat  the  velKhts  and  measnrea  now  ^nerallr  used  in  thia  country  do  not 
hare  simple  relations  to  one  another,  are  ambiguously  named,  and  are  Incon- 
Tenlent  In  computation;  and  that  It  Is  expected  tbat  thej  vlll  be  gradually 
abandoned,  and  that  the  only  legal  standards  will  be  those  of  the  metric  sys- 
tem, which  has  been  adopted  by  most  foreign  nations,  ban  decimal  subdlvis- 
lOD  like  the  Federal  coinage,  and  poaaesses  other  adTatitnges, 

Tbat.  In  anticipation  of  this  result.  It  was  enacted  by  tie  Congress  of  the 
United  Stutes,  In  186S,  tbat  tbe  metric  weights  and  meBsnres  miyht  he  used  in 
all  business  transactions. 

Tbat,  ueverthelcss,  the  members  of  the  above-named  Society  and  others 
Bud  It  Impracticable  to  avail  themselves  of  the  benefits  of  this  permissive 
legislation  by  actual  changes  In  the  conduct  of  their  bnsinces,  for  the  reason 
that  each  and  every  Class  or  profession  Is  In  such  close  relations  with  other 
classes  In  the  community  that  In  this  fbr-reachlng  reform  It  Is  Impossible  for 
any  one  of  them  Ut  act  Independently  of  the  rest  or  to  rbretell  when  others 
will  be  ready  to  co-operate, 

Tbat  they  would  welcome  legislation  which  should  resnlt  In  a  harmonious 
movement  among  all  Ihe  people,  every  one  knowing  when  to  take  the  successive 
steps  of  change,  and.  confidently  relying  upon  the  action  of  others  at  a  time  to 
combine  economiciilly  with  his  own  efforts. 

The  prayer  of  your  memorialist,  therefore,  is,  that  your  honorable  body  may 
enact  that,  after  some  date,  to  be  fixed  several  years  In  advance,  the  metric 
standards  In  the  OQlce  of  Weights  and  Measures  at  Washington  shall  be  the 
sole  uatborlzed  public  standards  of  weights  and  measures. 

And  your  memorialist,  as  Id  duty  bonnd,  will  ever  pray,  etc. 

Geiitlfitien  who  nre  desirous  of  pursuing  the  subject  ftirther  may  be 
JDtrrcBted  in  some  of  tbe  following  refi.TcDces.  The  list  makes  no 
pretensioD  to  comi>leteneB8 : — > 

Beport  npoD  Weights  and  Measures  by  Hod.  John  Qutncy  Adams,  Secretary 
of  State.     1821,     House  Doc.  No.  109.     Ifith  Congress,  ad  Session 

Decimal  System  In  Numbers,  Coins,  and  Accounts,  by  Sir  John  Bowring. 
London:  Nathaniel  Cooke.    1854. 

Beport  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  Constraction  and  Distribution 
of  Weights  and  Measures.  1857.  Senate.  Ex.  Doc  Ho  27.  SJth  Con- 
gress. 8d  Session. 

Beport  on  Welghtu  and  Measures,  by  Aifl-ed  B.  Tnylor,  published  in  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Association  fbr  18j9. 

Familiar  Lectures  on  Scientific  Subjects.  BySlrJ.  F.  W  Herschel.  Tenth 
Lectnre.  Tbe  Yard,  the  Pendnlum,  and  the  Metre.  Aiexauder  Strahau! 
London  and  New  York.     1869. 

Extract  from  a  Lecture  by  Prof.  Charles  E.  Davles.  Van  Nostrand's  Eclectic 
Engineering  Magazine.    No.  82.    roi.  V,  p.  I6S.    August.  I6T1. 

The  Metric  System.  A  paper  read  before  the  University  Convocation  of  the 
State  of  New  York.  By  F.  A.  P.  Barnard,  D.D.,  LL.D.  Published  In  Van 
Nostrand's  Eclectic  Engineering  Magazine.  Nos.  83,  36.  Vol.  V.  Novem- 
ber and  December,  1871. 

Haoss-und  Oewlchts-Ordnung  vom  17  August,  1868,  nebst  der  Elch-Ordnung 
vom  IG  Jull,  18l!9.     Q.  M.  Kletke.     Berlin :  G.  Hempel.     1871. 

The  Metric  System  of  Weights  and  Measures.  By  P.  A.  P.  Barnard,  D.D., 
LL.D.     New  York:  1871!. 

Works  In  Iron.  Bridge  and  Roof  Structures.  By  Ewing  Matheson.  Chap- 
ter XXXI,  English  and  FocelgD  Measures.  London :  E.  &  F.  N.  Spon. 
1878. 
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Tbe  Metric  &7steni  of  Welgbts  &Dd  AfeuarcB.  Bj  J.  Pickering  FatDam. 
Hew  York :  Hurd  ft  Honghton,  IS74. 

Tbe  Metric  System  lu  Oar  Workshops ;  Will  Its  Talne  Id  Practice  be  an 
Eqalvalent  fbr  tha  Cost  of  Tntrodactlon  r  A  paper  read  at  the  Cblcago 
Meeting  of  tbe  American  Railway  Master  Mechanics*  Association,  May, 
1874.  11;  Coleman  Sellers.  Pobllshed  In  tbe  Journal  of  the  Fraaklin  Insti- 
tute, June,  I8T4,  and  In  tbe  Railroad  Gazette.  Sept.  6,  1874. 

Le  M^tre  International  DiOuUlf.  Far  WIlTrted  de  Fonvletle.  Paris:  Q. 
Ma^on,  18  7S. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Weights,  Measures,  and  Coinage  to  the  American 
Aasociatloo  for  tbe  Advancement  of  Science.    Detroit  Meeting,  1B76. 

Leading  Arlicle  in  Joamal  of  Franklin  Institnte  for  September,  1876. 

Articles  In  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  Oct.  14,  SI,  2S,  Nov.  i,  18TB. 

Weights,  Measures,  and  Money  of  All  Nations.  By  F.  W.  Clarke,  S.  B. 
New  York :  D.  Appleton  &  Co.    187B. 

The  following  are  the  principal  metric  tables :  — 

LENGTH. 

10  mitli-metera make  a  centimttter. 

10  ccnti-meters make  a  decimeter. 

10  deci-mctcra make  a  meter. 

10  meters  make  a  dekameter. 

10  deka-meters make  a  hectometer. 

10  hecto-meters make  o.  kilometer. 

10  kilo-meters make  a  myriamoter, 

CAPAClTr. 

10  milll-liters make  a  centiliter. 

10  ocnii-lilcra make  a  dedliier. 

10  dcci-litcFB make  a  liter. 

10  liters  miike  a  dekaliter. 

10  deka-liters make  a  hectoliter. 

WEIGHT. 

10  millUgrams make  a  centigram 

10  cenii-graiQS make  a  decigram. 

10  deci-grnms make  a  gmni. 

10  grams  make  a  dekagram. 

10  deka-grama make  a  hectogram. 

10  hecto-grams make  a  kilogram. 

10  kilo-grams  .....  make  a  myriagrsm. 

Tbe  liter  la  a  ctibio  decimeter. 

The  kilogram  is  the  weight  of  a  liter  of  water. 
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Sbf  ^tw  (Bn^\mA  prtlirat  (^mitt. 

BOSTON.  JANUABY.  187fl. 


THE  ORGAUON. 

The  appearance  of  a  new  translatioa  of  tbe  Orgamm  at  tbe  close 
of  tbe  j'ear  Jaat  past  constitutee,  toour  minds,  an  event  of  no  small 
historical  impoTtaoce  for  the  development  of  onr  school  in  America, 
and  calls  for  more  tban  an  ordioar;  notice  at  our  hands. 

The  literary  merits  of  tbe  translation  will  be  diacossed  in  the 
proper  place,  but  here  we  desire  to  call  attention  once  more  to  the 
ftmdamental  principles  of  the  O^anon  itself  in  some  reflections,  which 
we  trust  will  Dot  be  inappropriate  at  the  beginning  of  the  last  quarter 
of  Ihe  ccnlury  which  has  witnessed  the  birth  and  infnncy  of  Homoe- 
opathy. In  giving  expression  to  these  suggestions,  we  propose  to 
fblQI  the  obligation  into  which  we  entered  In  our  last,  of  discussing 
the  principles  of  which  the  clear  recognition  is  called  for  more  imper- 
atively from  year  to  year  by  the  rapid  material  progress  of  our  school 
in  this  country. 

Before  entering  fully  upon  the  examination  of  tbe  nature  of  those 
fQndamental  ideas  upon  which  the  reform  wrought  by  the  Organon  4b 
foanded,  we  may  congratulate  our  readers  upon  the  fact  that  the  year 
1h76  finds  Homosopathy  not  only  ahom  of  none  of  its  strength,  but 
actually  in  a  more  promising  stale  the  world  over  than  ever  before, 
lis  vigorous  life  is  attested  by  a  not  inconsiderable  number  of  import- 
ant events  within  the  past  year,  among  which  may  be  mentioned  tbe 
■Qccesaful  termination  of  the  struggle  between  the  homceopathio  pro- 
fessors and  the  Rector  and  the  remainder  of  the  medical  faculty  of  the 
University  of  the  Hungarian  capital ;  the  even  more  successful  and 
■igniBcant  encounter  between  tbe  homoeopaUia  of  Birmingham  and 
the  representatives  of  "  conservatire  medicine,"  backed  by  the  entire 
medical  press  of  Great  Britain ;  the  no  icsa  important  acquisition  of 
theCliai'ity  Hospital  in  New  Yorb,  by  the  members  of  onr  school,  and 
tbe  very  favorable  consideration  given  by  the  Boston  municipal  gov- 
ernment to  the  proposal  to  establish  the  means  of  affording  homce- 
opatbic  treatment  to  the  poor,  in  connection  witli  the  City  Hospital* 
Nu  one  can  doubt  that  these  are  occurrences  of  far-reaching  conae- 
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qaences,  ami,  taken  together  with  the  aucceasfal  and  thoroughly  earnest 
aDd  Bcientific  meetings  of  the  American  Institute  at  Put-in-Hay.  or 
the  British  HomceopaUiJc  Congress  at  Manchester,  of  the  Central 
Verein  at  Berlin,  and  the  deep  and  active  interest  in  our  npproadiin^ 
Centennial  Congress  manifested  by  our  coUongnes  in  all  countries,  wo 
may  enter  upon  this  centennial  year  with  the  consciousness  that 
Homceopnthy  has  talten  deep  and  lasting  root  in  the  minds  of  men. 

With  all  these  indications  of  vigorous  growth  the  demand  for  a  new 
and  ftccumte  translation  of  the  Organon,  adapted  to  the  reqiriremenls 
of  the  rising  generation  of  homoeopathic  physicians  in  Araeric:), 
comes  as  an  especially  checniig  sign  if  we  reflect  upon  the  fate  of  the 
most  nuthorit alive  works  of  the  foremost  therapeutists  of  Hahnemann's 
time  and  the  half  century  following  upon  it.  Where,  we  a^k,  are  the 
Iherppeutic  doctrines  of  Hufeland,  of  Hcim  and  b'raiik,  of  Broussaais, 
Chomel,  Barthcz,  Corvisart,  and  others,  whose  names  we  recall  with 
profound  veneration  for  the  services  they  have  rendered  in  tht-ir  day 
to  pathology  and  diagnosis,  but  whose  theory  and  practice,  like  that 
of  Brown  and  RftRori,  scarcely  have  an  interest  to-day,  except  for  the 
medical  historian,  and  whose  writings,  it  is  not  too  much  to  say,  can 
only  have  a  value  as  affording  gleams  of  evidence  in  favor  of  Homte- 
opathy?  The  most  enthusiastic  follower  of  the  physiological  or 
rational  school'would  hnrtily  venture  to  prepare  a  new  translation  of 
their  works,  or  even  to  resuscitate  the  great  majority  of  the  pathological 
views  which  were  the  pride  and  merit  of  their  own  day.  What  is 
trne  of  the  foremost  teachers  and  practitioners  of  the  beginning  of 
the  century  applies  with  equal  force  to  those  upon  whom  their  mantle 
has  fallen  in  successive  generations.  Louis,  Trousseau,  Home,  Kru- 
kenberg,  and  the  giants  of  the  modern  Vienna  school,  have  left 
names  behind  them  Justly  celebrated,  bnt,  with  few  exceptions,  not 
for  their  merits  as  physicians,  —  in  so  far  as  this  term  applies  to 
those  whose  highest  aim  it  is  to  heal  disease.  The  mnjority,  in 
the  ripeness  of  their  knowledge  and  experience,  like  the  Ncslors  of 
medicine  who  still  walk  among  us.  Sir  James  Watson  and  Vircbow, 
have  testilied  to  the  vanity  of  all  methods  of  medication  with  which 
they  were  familiar,  and  although  they  have  left  me<lical  science  more 
profound,  ihey  have  widened  and  made  more  impassable  the. breach 
between  it  and  the  healing  art.  Therein  lies  the  world-wide  ditfer- 
ence  between  their  labors  and  those  of  Hahnemann.  His  main 
efforts  were  directed  towards  establishing  the  only  possible  cooneclion 
between  the  auxiliary  aciences  and  the  art  of  medicine  by  creating  the 
link,  80  long  missing,  which  oonsiats  in  an  Independent  science  of 
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therapeatics ;  and  his  followero  can  point  admiringly  to  tlie  fact  that 
irithtD  the  past  century  no  tmth  relating  to  tbia  science  has  been 
nttered  by  any  of  the  leading  minds  in  medicine  that  had  not  been 
already  espressed  more  clearly  and  fully,  or  distiuctly  foreshadowed, 
by  him.  It  is  the  creation  of  tbia  therapeatical  science  that  has  pro- 
daced  a  mnrked  impression  npon  the  &ge,  and  that  causes  the  fame  of 
Hahnemann  to  shine  with  increasing  Instre,  while  the  once  brilliant 
names  of  hia  contemporariea  are  fast  waning  into  obscnrity.  They 
sought  the  rules  for  the  healing  art  exclnsively  in  other  sciences,  in 
pathology,  physiology,  chemistry,  in  physios  and  mechanics:  he 
rednced  the  scattered  and  fragmentary  data  of  pharmaco^dynamics  to 
law  and  order,  and  out  of  them  organized  a  distinctire  slmctnre  to 
serve  as  a  flrm  and  ever  widening  basis  for  the  healing  art.  They 
despised  and  neglected  the  empirical  facts  which  the  experience  of 
past  ages  had  slowly  brought  to  light :  he  gathered  and  sifted  them, 
and  showed  the  way  in  which  they  might  be  perfected  and  multiplied. 
While  they  were  dreaming  of  an  impoaeible  therapeutic  science  of 
which  the  theorems  were  grounded  on  the  problematical  knowledge  of 
the  structure  and  ninotiona  of  the  organism,  he  elaborated  an  empirical 
science  of  therapeutics  based  upon  experiment  and  observation,  —  the 
most  essential  sources  of  biological  knowledge. 

This  creation  of  an  independent  therapeutic  science  is  the  fnnda- 
mental  idea  of  the  Orgimon  and  of  all  Hahnemaim's  writings.  It  is  the 
starting-point  to  which  we  must  always  return,  and  which  we  must  keep 
steadfastly  in  sight  in  contending  against  the  enemy  without  as  well  as 
in  our  didsensioDS  within  the  camp;  and  it  is  doubly  necessary  to  urge  it 
again  and  again,  both  because  its  truth  is  rapidly  dawning  npon  many 
leading  minds  in  the  old  school,  and  because  it  is  too  often  forgotten 
among  ourselves.  In  this  country,  with  our  flourishing  medical 
schools,  »e  are  especially  called  upon  to  bear  it  in  mind.  It  is  the 
one  point  in  which  onr  teaching  ia  in  advance  of  that  of  older  and 
richer  schools,  and  the  very  existence  of  our  own  depends  upon  our 
holding  fast  this  vital  truth  and  instilling  it  deeply  and  clearly  into 
the  minds  of  the  students  who  are  soon  to  constitute  a  formidable 
power  in  medical  reform,  or,  if  we  fail  to  lead  them  right,  a  crushing 
weight  which  we  bava  rolled  to  a  dangerous  height. 

That  the  poHsesaion  of  a  science  of  drug  effects,  and  the  law  which 
is  its  practical  fruition,  are  the  bulwarks  of  HomcBOpatby,  and  differ- 
entiute  it  from  all  other  schools  and  empirical  methods,  '■  as  nigbt  from 
day."  we  all  agree ;  but  there  is  a  wide-8prea<l  notion  among 
manj^,  vthtcli  nothing  in  the   Orgajion  can  justify,  that  the  fhuda- 
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mental  ide&  of  the  science  and  tbe  Iftw  of  core  are  one  and  the  samey 
and  thia  is  the  main  point  npOD  which  we  must  differ  from  Dr.  Lippe 
and  the  honMBopathicituiB.  Altliough  originally  distiact,  as  the  devel- 
opment of  Homooopatby  in  Hahnemann's  mind  is  of  itself  sufficient  to 
prove,  the  one  which  is  a  deduction  from  prtDoiples  reached  by  rea- 
aoning  ttoia  experience  baa  come  to  bo  utterly  oonfoundM  with  the 
other,  which  ie  a  dirtct  induction  from  facts  observed ;  and  the  confh- 
aion  of  these  two  ideas,  which  baa  gradually  grown  out  of  an  imperfect 
apprehension  of  tbe  mutual  support  they  give  eadi  other,  is  the  cause 
of  many  serious  errors,  which  we  most  beware  of  banding  down  to  tbe 
next  generation.  A  n  empirical  science  of  tberapentics  may  be  conceived 
to  exist  without  the  homceopathic  law,  —  at  least,  there  are  Innumer- 
able unexplained  inBtan<^es  of  cure  by  means  of  drugs,  which  are  not 
referrible  to  the  operation  of  oar  law,  and  by  their  classification  and 
analysis  a  scientific  atruotore  will  one  day  be  reared ;  but  our 
law  cannot  exist  without  an  empirical  science  of  therapeutics, 
or,  in  other  words,  without  tbe  scientific  study  of  drug  effects,  from 
which  it  naturally  and  directly  foDows.  We  cannot  oommii  ourselves 
to  the  dogma  that  it  is  alone  and  exclusively  the  basis  of  all  therapeu- 
tical, or  to  be  more  exact,  of  all  pharmaco-dynamical  science  (we 
trust  no  one  will  fancy  he  sees  tbe  cloven  foot  ia  this  sentence),  but 
we  are  at  all  times  ready  to  uphold  that  it  constitutes  to-day,  as  it  will 
for  many  generations,  by  far  tbe  most  valuable  and  important  discov- 
ery relating  to  drug  effects,  both  as  a  scientific  fact  and  as  a  rule  of  art. 

The  error  Into  which  those  have  fallen  who  hold  our  law  to  be 
the  Alpha  and  Omega  of  therapeutic  science  ie  fbnnded  originally  on 
an  entire  misconception  of  its  origin  and  nature.  We  beg  to  point  out 
to  them  that  the  formula  to  which  we  all  adhere,  with  more  or  less 
loyalty  according  to  tiie  lights  we  have,  does  not  embody  a  univeraat, 
infallible  and  final  law  (forof  such  we  luiow  there  aie  but  few),  but 
an  empirical  law  of  which  the  natural  scieuces,  especially  those 
dealing  with  the  phenomena  of  life,  recognize  many  of  varying 
degrees  of  perfection  and  etability.  Were  our  law  one  belonging  to 
the  first  class,  of  which  we  could  trace  the  operation  from  begioning 
to  end  in  the  phetiomeoa  it  governs,  as  we  can  in  the  law  of  gravita- 
tion, therapeutics  would  be  a  positive  science  ready  to  our  hands, 
and  onr  art  as  definite  and  exact  as  that  of  the  engineer  or 
surveyor ;  but  as  yet  our  science  is  burthened  with  doubts  and  our 
art  with  uncertainties,  and  our  law  remans  limited  in  its  application 
to  those  vital  phenomena  we  call  morbid,  Neldhardt*  and  others  not- 
withstanding, and  even  here  it  is  not  unrestricted. 

An  empirical  law,  or,  as  logicians  call  it,  an  approximate  gcne- 
*  VlOt  Keldhardti  Tbe  Universally  of  the  HomteopatUc  Law. 
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ralization,  is  illsUnguuhable  tram  a  aniverflal  law  or  complete 
generalizatlOD  by  tbe  fact  that  we  cannot  koow  of  the  cases  governed 
by  tbe  former,  what  are  their  details  of  caasation  aad  encoefision  in 
time,  place,  and  circumstance,  whOe  all  this  Is  known  of  cases 
governed  by  tbe  latter.  "Empirical  laws,  indeed,  are  names  given  to 
those  uaiformities  whiob  observation  and  experiment  have  shown  to 
exist.  It  is  implied,  therefore,  in  the  notion  of  an  empirical  law,  that 
it  is  not  an  nltimate  law ;  that  if  true  at  all,  its  tmth  is  oi4>able  of 
being  and  reqnires  to  be  acooiinted  for.  It  ia  a  derivative  law,  the 
derivaiinn  of  which  is  not  yet  known.  To  state  the  explanation  why 
or  an  empincal  law  wonld  be  to  elate  tbe  laws  from  which  it  is  de- 
rived, the  ultimate  oauses  on  which  it  is  contingent ;  and  if  we  knew 
these,  we  should  also  know  its  limits ;  under  what  conditions  it  would 
cease  to  be  falfllled."  * 

Tbe  force  of  this  quotation  will  be  felt  at  onoe,  and  reqnires  no  fur- 
Uier  comment.  It  must  be  clear  that  to  call  the  formula  S.  S.  C.  an 
"infallible,  a  fixed  or  universal  law"  is  as  unwarrantable  as  to  call  it  a 
mere  speculatien.  It  is  not  infallible,  beoanse  the  cases  it  |!:ovems 
arc  surrounded  and  obscured  by  innnmerable  circumstances  whicb  we 
can  neither  ascertda  nor  control ;  it  Is  not  universal,  because  it  is  not 
unconditional,  as  e.  g.  the  law  of  causation ;  and  it  is  not  fixed  and 
immutable,  not  l)ecause  it  lacks  the  eternal  elements  of  truth,  but 
because  it  embraces  but  a  fraoUoQ  of  them.  It  is  within  the  range  of 
possibility  that,  sooner  or  later,  these  imperfectly  cognizable  elements 
which  nnit«  to  prodnce  the  phenomena  of  cnre  governed  by  our  law 
may  be  so  fblly  understood  as  to  seek  other  relations  in  men's  iQioda; 
that  the  speaal  or  more  complex  uniformity  wa  observe  among  these 
phenomena  may  be  resolved  Into  simpler  laws  of  wider  application,  as 
has  often  been  the  case  with  other  laws  supposed  to  be  permanent, 
as  science  has  advanced.  But  if  our  law  cannot  claim  to  be  infallible, 
—  by  the  way,  a  most  obnoxious  and  Justly  proscribed  word  among 
physicians,  —  it  ma;  claim  to  he  a  very  difllbrent  thing  from  a  mere 
theory  or  an  hypothesis,  as  our  enemies  as^rt  it  to  be.  An  hypnthe- 
sis,  it  is  to  be  remembered,  is  any  supposition  made,  eiUier  withont 
soiDol  evidence  or  on  evidence  avowedly  insnfilcient,  for  the  purpose 
of  affording  a  more  or  less  perfect  explanation  of  the  cause  of  fkcte  or 
of  their  mutual  relations ;  and  with  any  attempt  at  explanation  onr 
law  baa  absolutely  nothing  in  common,  as  It  expresses  nothing  more 
or  less  than  a  nniformity  existing  among  a  large  number  of  well  estab- 
lished empirical  facto. 

■  HIUs's  Lugle,  p.  SS6  «( al.,  American  Education. 
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This  definition  of  the  class  of  laws  to  which  onrs  belongs,  and  its 
differentiation  trova  the  vagueness  of  an  hypothesis,  is  so  plain  a  mat- 
ter that  it  would  be  qnite  unnecessary  to  present  it  here  were  it  not 
for  the  fact  that,  on  the  one  hand,  we  are  called  upon  to  subscribe  to 
a  doctrine  of  infallibility  where  no  infallibility  can  exist ;  and,  on  the 
other,  that  we  are  denounced  bb  visionaries  and  doctrinancs,  alttiough 
ours  Is  the  only  system  of  medicine  founded  on  inductive  reasouing. 

Between  the  two  it  is  indispensably  necessary  that  we  should  take 
the  only  possible  stand  in  order  lo  strengthen  the  position  of  the 
younger  and  coming  members  of  our  school ;  to  ensure  that  unity  in 
sentiment  and  clearness  of  aim  which  alone  can  bpget  entliusiasm  in 
science,  and  to  place  abroad  line  of  demarkation  between  onrselres 
and  the  advocates  of  phrenology  and  olherpsevdo  sciences,  to  whose 
level  crude  eclecticism  on  the  one  hand  and  blind  adhesion  to  the 
purely  theoretical  teachings  of  Habneroann,  on  the  other,  neceesarity 
tend  to  drag  us  down.  There  is  but  one  way  of  reaching  the 
truth,  and  that  is  to  take  a  truly  liberal  and,  at  the  same  time,  a 
Btri<;tly  scientific  basis  for  all  our  effurts.  Any  other  must  be  as 
epiieineral  as  the  doctrines  and  speculations  which  the  Organon  baa 
outlived,  and  which  are  yearly  springing  up  and  vanishing  around  us 
in  multitades. 

In  order  to  progress  we  have  two  tasks  to  perform,  distinct  in 
themselrea,  but  leading  to  tlie  same  end,  —  to  improve  our  ait  and  to 
develop  our  science,  or  in  other  words,  to  extend  our  exact  knowledge. 
The  first  we  can  do  with  ease,  since  we  have  the  Organon  and  exten- 
sive provings,  by  faithfully  and  courageously  applying  the  knowledge 
we  already  possess.  The  second  must  follow, —  on  the  one  hand,  from 
esj  eilment  and  observation,  guarded  from  error  by  the  methoils  of 
science,  and  on  the  other  from  deduction.  The  methods  of  experi> 
nient  and  observation  alone  are  insufficient  to  advance  our  knowl- 
edge, as  they  only  accumulate  facts  which  remain  barren  unless  we 
exercise  oar  higher  leasoning  powers  upon  them.  That  these  deduc- 
tions must  be  lai^ely  hypothetical,  and  remain  so  until  they  can  be 
verified,  is  a  matter  of  course;  but  this  makes  them  none  the  less 
valuable  for  the  purposes  of  science,  as  they  are  the  mental  experi- 
ments by  which  we  forecast  approaching  truths. 

While  we  recognize  the  empirical  ba9is,of  our  science,  we  shall  be  in 
no  danger  of  being  led  seriously  astray  by  any  speculation ;  and  hII 
verifiable  deductions  must  help  ua  on  towanis  establishing  the  truth, 
wherever  this  may  lie.  It  is  the  inestimable  and  enduring  advantage  of 
the  teaching  of  the  Organon  —  which,  be  it  remarked,  la  an  OrynMon  tf 
the  healinfi  art  —  that  its  praotloe  not  only  would  sufi'er  no  prejudice 
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from  the  modiflcation  or  complete  overthrow  of  any  or  all  its  tlieorlei, 
bat  is  necessarily  advanced  in  its  original  direction  by  every  new 
truth  which  science  may  establish.  If  Dr.  Lippe  and  bis  IViends 
would  but  recognize  the  fbll  significance  of  this  proposition,  so  gen- 
erally accepted  among  us,  and  proved  by  the  historical  development 
of  Homoeopathy  through  nearly  three  quarters  of  a  century,  they 
would  take  a  long  step  towards  becoming  reconciled  to  the  modem 
and  8ci«ntifio  spirit  now  abroad,  and  towards  weaning  tliemsclvea  of 
their  dangerous  and  obatractlve  hobbies.  The  efforts  of  Hering, 
Drysdale,  Grauvogi,  Earka,  Sihussler,  Hughes,  Holcombe,  and 
others,  to  place  Homceopathy  on  a  scientific,  physiological,  and  philo- 
sophicnl  basis,  may  not  be  wholly  and  permanently  successfril ;  but 
every  man  whose  professional  experience  has  enabled  him  to  strip  off 
hia  lay  traditions  and  Habits  of  thought  must  believe  them  to  be 
nearer  the  truth  than  those  who  cling  blindly  to  the  hypotheses  offered 
byHahnennann  tentatively,  and  with  the  full  conviction  of  their  insuf> 
ficioncy  as  a  basis  for  practice. 

In  order  to  extend  the  range  of  our  exact  knowledge  of  pharmaco- 
dynamics, and  to  rescue  this  science  from  that  par-empiricism  which 
remains  the  most  irreconcilable  enemy  of  Homceopathy,  it  is  indis- 
pensable that  its  phenomena  should  be  analyzed  with  all  the  means 
at  our  command,  their  relations  of  cause  and  effect,  their  modifica- 
tions and  variations  and  the  circumstances  affecting  these  deter- 
mined in  detail.  It  ia  only  in  this  way  that  we  can  advance  from 
obscurity  to  light,  trom  vagneness  and  unccrtainity  to  precision  and 
stability.  Unless  we  do  this,  success  at  the  bedside  will  remain 
nothing  more  than  a  test  of  individual  skill  and  st^acity,  not  of  the 
soUDdnees  of  the  principles  profcssed  by  the  practitioner.  The  theo- 
rizing incidental  to  the  application  of  the  deductive  method  in  our 
ioqairies  need  fill  us  with  neither  alarm  nor  indignation  ;  fur  so  long 
as  we  hold  fast  to  the  essentially  empirical  foundation  of  our  science 
we  shall  not  only  have  a  standard  by  which  to  estimate  the  value  of 
all  theories,  but  we  shall  also  be  preserved  from  the  danger  of  ex- 
dnding  from  our  consideration  any  well-obiierved  fact  which  does 
not  tally  with  our  preconceived  notions. 

Ueasnred  by  this  standard,  the  labors  of  those  whom  Dr.  Lippe 
anathematizes  will  be  seen  to  have  brought  forth  many  most  valuable 
suggestions  and  ts  stand  in  no  anlagoniatic  attitude  to  the  fiindamental 
ideas  of  tbe  Ot^non ;  while  the  views  of  the  liomceopathicians,  if  gen 
eraliy  accepted,  would  be  subversive  of  all  humoBopathic  truth  and 
progress.     While  they  insist  upon  an  inflexible  adherence  to  an  "in- 
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fallible  "  law,  Ihey  quite  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  the;  are  them- 
eelves  oairied  a.nay  from  all  empirical  principles  by  theories  quite  aa 
vogue  as  those  which  serve  as  arguments  for  ttie  prooedures  of  the 
so-called  rationaJ  school,  and  that  by  their  persistent  attacks  upon 
every  real  or  apparent  deviation  from  Hahnemann's  subjective  opiu- 
iona,  they  place  themselves  on  precisely  the  same  level  with  tbe  wor- 
shippers of  that  Baal,  the  code  of  ethics  of  the  AmerioaD  Medical 
ABSociation.  Dynamization,  in  the  most  mysterious  and  obscure 
sense  of  the  term,  is  the  idol  which  fills  their  hearts,  while  outwardly 
they  make  loud  protestations  of  belief  in  Hahnemann's  law,  and  the 
law  alone.  Instead  of  taking  for  their  guide,  in  the  application  of 
their  remedies,  the  pathogeneses  obtidned  by  provinga,  they  are  foisU 
Ing  upon  us  on  overgrown  mass  of  clinical  symptoms ;  and  instead  ot 
viewing  a  morbid  conditioa  in  the  light  of  oU  Its  peculiar  manifesta- 
tions, they  discriminate  in  favor  of  those  which  are  most  superficial 
and  apparently  clear  to  ^e  uninstmcted  mind,  losing  aight  of  the 
fact  that,  in  tbe  majority  of  inatauces,  these  are  moat  inexact  and 
reprehensible  generalizations.  They  forget  that  to  limit  and  repress 
the  mysterious  element  in  medicine  Is  the  aim  of  medical  science  as 
opposed  to  popular  and  traditional  medicine;  that  while  clinical 
sympiomB  are  admissible,  under  certain  restrictions,  for  the  completion 
of  our  knowledge  of  drug  efi'ects,  none  but  a  master  of  Uie  healing  art 
can  be  trusted  to  add  one  of  these  guardedly  to  oar  Materia  Medica; 
and,  finally,  that  tbe  spbit  and  effort  of  modern  pathology  is  precisely 
in  the  direction  of  the  individualization  which  Hahnemann  demanded, 
so  tlial,  to-day,  the  meaning  conveyed  by  a  nosological  term,  whether 
old  or  new,  is  wholly  different  ftom  that  formerly  attsehed  to  the 
name  of  a  diseaae,  and  presents  to  the  mind  a  picture  of  exact  and 
essential  details  not  dreamt  of  in  Hahnemann's  day. 

We  have  purposely  avoided  quotations  and  iUostralions  thus  far, 
but  on  a  future  occasion  we  are  prepared  to  give  chapter  and  verse,  aa 
well  as  practical  arguments  for  our  vieWs ;  meanwhile  we  point,  with- 
out further  comments,  to  tbe  clinical  cases  by  Ur.  Berridge  in  this 
number. 


AMERICAN  INSHTOTE  OF  HOM<EOPATHr. 

WOBLD'8    CONGBBSa    OF    HOMCEOFATHIO    FHTSICIAKS. 

Wk  have  alluded  elsewhere  to  the  profouud  interest  shown  by  our 
colleagues  of  all  countries  in  the  approaohing  world's  convention  of 
bommopathic  pbyeiciaas,  lo  take  place  in  June  next  at  Philadelphia. 
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Reports  and  essays  have  already  be«n  received  from  England,  Spalo, 
Italy,  Sweden,  and  AfHca,  and  we  Icam  tiiat  similar  papers  in  prep- 
aration in  France,  Germany,  Hungary,  and  Russia,  in  Sooth  America 
and  Britisb  India,  are  nearly  complete  and  will  soon  be  in  the  chair- 
man's bands. 

We  are  reqneeted  U>  remind  those  of  oar  readers  who  are  preparing 
reports  and  papers,  that  the  time  Is  at  hand  for  these  to  he  sent  in  Tor 
printing.  As  a  b-uly  hercnlean  labor  is  still  to  be  performed  by  the 
committee  of  the  Institute  before  everything  appertaining  to  the 
"  oentennial "  Itteratare  of  Homoiopatfay  can  be  put  into  proper  shape, 
contributors  are  eifhiestly  desired  to  avoid  all  delay  in  sending  in 
their  articles. 

The  foreign  papers  and  reports  already  received  are  said  to  be  of  a 
very  high  order  <rf  merit,  as  was  to  be  expected  from  the  able  men 
to  whom  their  preparation  had  been  intmsted.  It  is  unnecessary  to 
point  oQt  to  onr  colleagues  in  New  England  that  solid  work  will 
be  reqaired  to  show  that  we  have  kept  pace  In  the  science  and  art  of 
HonxBopathy,  not  only  with  our  brethren  in  Europe,  but  also  with  our 
great  and  nqiid  material  progress  at  home. 

We  have  called  the  attention  of  our  readers  from  time  to  time  to 
the  importance  of  attending  the  meetings  of  the  American  Institute, 
and  are  cooscione  that  too  often  our  efforts  have  not  been  followed  by 
the  desired  reaction ;  but  we  entreat  onrcollet^es  to  give  thev  most 
serious  consideration  to  the  coming  oentennial  meeting.  Unless  we 
assemble  on  that  occasion  in  truly  formidable  numbers  to  meet  our 
distjngnisbed  foreign  ooBft'§res  and  to  show  the  world  what  our  Insti- 
tute is.  we  shall  lose  an  opportunity  to  demonstrate  the  progress  we 
have  made  such  as  will  not  present  itself  again  for  half  a  century  or 
more.    Let  none  forget  his  grave  responsibility  in  this  matter, 

HoHaoFATHio  Udtdal  Lite  Ihsusamcb  Compakt. —  The  "  Bal- 
auce  Sheet "  of  the  Homceopathic  Mntoal  Life  la  before  us.  The 
company  richly  deserves  the  co-operation  of  every  homceopathic  phy> 
sieian,  becanae  it  presents  not  only  the  most  forcible  proof  of  the 
success  of  our  medical  philosophy,  but  because  it  has  demonstrated 
its  ability  to  attain  success. 

The  interest  earnings  of  its  flioded  assets  have  more  than  paid  the 
death  losses  for  the  lost  two  years.  On  Deo.  31,  of  last  year,  it  bad 
oot  a  single  toes  nnpaid,  while  its  mortnary  record  stands  thus :  — 
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MOIETUABT  EXFEBISHCB  OF  TBS  COHPAHT. 

From  Jnly  18, 1668,  to  Dec.  81,  ISTG. 

Ho.  at  PoUsloi  Iwued.  Ho.  of  Dm 

To  Homceopaths     .....  ,6,061 62 

To  NoD'Homooopaths  ....     1,852 fi8 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

Chicago,  Jan.  6,  '76. 
Editors  N.  E.  Medical  Gautte: 

I  waa  8orry  to  see  in  your  December  nuinber  a  letter  which  I  wrote 
the  Tr&tune  eeveral  months  agu,  for  the  reason  that  in  that  letter, 
written  hastily,  I  made  an  inadvertent  statement  that  the  present 
incnmbents  of  the  Chairs  in  the  Michigan  Homoeopathic  College 
were  "  untried  and  inexperienced."  Since  that  letter  was  written  my 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact  that  Dr.  Uorgan'e  experience 
has  been  quite  large,  and  that  Dr.  Jones  has  been  a  lecturer  in  one  of 
our  Eastern  colleges.  I  had  in  my  mind,  when  I  wrote  the  letter, 
their  experience  as  tectorers  in  the  Chairs  tbey  now  occupy,  but  did 
not  BuGQciently  qualify  my  statement.  My  criticism  of  the  action  of 
the  regents,  however,  holds  good,  as  the  homoBOpatbUts  of  Michigan 
will  find  to  their  sorrow. 

E.  U.  HALE. 


Phi^adilphia,  Jan.  1,  1876. 
Tu  the  Editort  of  lh«  New  Eitgland  MedicrU  Oaxelte  ; 

A  Happy  New  Year  Is  my  greeting  this  day.  Happy  I  wish  you  to 
be.  because  your  humble  correspondent  is  supremely  happy  himself, 
and  be  is  bo  supremely  happy  because  at  last  his  prayers  for  an  illus- 
tration of  tbe  therapeutics  of  the  physiologico- eclectic  branch  (com- 
posed of  men  who  pretend  to  belong  to  the  homoeopathic  school }  of  onr 
school  lias  finally  and  at  last  been  granted.  True,  Prof.  Lilienthnl  tried 
hard,  spared  no  time,  and  industriously  presented  a  great  deal  of 
"  dead  wood,"  called  a  collection  of  facts,  and  he  then  drew  his  own 
deductions  ^m  them.  We  asked  for  nothing  of  tbe  kind,  and  our 
learned  friend  might  know  just  enongh  about  the  law  of  evidence 
that  hearsay  testimony  is  no  evidence  at  all,  and  to  draw  dednctiona 
of  facts  not  admissible  as  evidence  is  out  or  all  question  an  impropri- 
ety. What  we  desired  our  learned  but  misled  friends  to  do,  was  to 
gi\e  US  an  illustratioD  of  the  modua  operandi  of  apjjlying  their  new- 
fangled physiological  discoveries  to  the  healing  art  j  how  they,  by 
th<>se  new  lights,  were  enabled  to  care  at  all,  or  say  better  and  surer, 
than  men  who  were  governed  by  the  principles',  and  the  well-known 
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homceopathie  applicability  of  tliem  to  the  oure  of  the  sick,  as  promul- 
gated and  practised  by  Halinemann. 

It  haa  been  my  humble  effort  to  explain  and  illustrate  in  a  pro- 
fessedly homoeopathic  journal  his  idea  of  scientific  homoeopatbio 
progressive  treatment.  This  brother  physician  says, "  On  the  4th  of 
July  I  was  called  to  see  a  five  year-old  boy  Trho  had  diphtheria.  The 
exudation  was  small,  only  on  one  tonsil,  but  both  tonsils  were  swollen. 
In  the  forenoon  I  gave  ^(ilfcAJorafum".  At  10  p.  h.  I  wae  again  called 
on  account  of  a  general  ^gravation  of  the  case.  The  patient  had 
several  times  vomited  a  watery  fiuid.  The  tongue  was  dry,  the  face 
pale  red.  He  had  uiucb  fever ;  at  times  the  arm  twitched ;  when  que»- 
tioned  he  either  did  not  answer  at  all  or  asif  he  were  in  a  dream.  This 
condition  induced  me  to  give  him  Nalrum  murfi  and  Kaliam  diUyratum 
in  alternation.  They  were  given  alternately  every  hour.  The  follow- 
ing morning  I  received  a  good  repoit.  After  the  first  dose  of  Natntm 
«tur.,the  vomiting  bad  ceased;  the  fever  had  first  become  much  worse, 
but  had  abated  aller  one  or  one  and  a  half  hour's  duration. 

The  brain  symptoms  in  the  above  case  were  caused  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner  according  to  my  opinion.  A  number  of  tlie  tissue 
cells  in  the  brain  had  lost  their  Naintm  mur.  and  bad  thereby  lost 
their  ability  to  retain  their  watery  contents ;  the  ungovemed  water 
affected  the  nerve-cells  of  the  brain  as  a  forcing  body ;  therefore  was 
Natrum  mur.  indicated  as  Ibe  curative  salt  of  the  brain  affection. 

Remarks.  Will  our  learned  fViend,  Prof.  Lilienthal,  and  all  others,  in 
favor  of  covering  the  logical  structure  erected  by  Hahnemann,  standing 
on  the  laws  of  nature,  with  a  scientific-looking  livery  called  modern 
science,  progressive  new  discoveries,  individual  conceptions  of  our 
principles  and  their  applicability  to  our  successflit  cures,  always  very 
politely  asking  others  to  show  us  the  errors  of  our  ways  and  how  to 
do  it  better.  Wliy  has  there  been  no  response  ?  The  response  comes 
ft^om  parties  we  least  suspected  of  giatifying  us  so  highly. 

Dlnstration  I.  Dr.  Morgan,  M.D.,  endorses  the  vendor  of  an 
advertised  drug  as  follows:  "The  nnmerous  statements  and  letters 
relating  to  its  {Pyretic  Saline)'  marvellous  effects  as  a  positive  cttre  I'n 
scarlet  fever  and  other  blood  poisons  are  most  remarkable,  are  pain- 
fully suggestive  of  great  neglect  whenever  Pyretic  Saline  Is  not  em- 
ployed in  the  disease.  It  furniskeB  the  blood  toith  its  lost  saline 
eonxlitiients. 

Bemarka.  If  we  rightly  understand  Dr.  Morgan,  he  offers  the  fol- 
lowing logical  argument:  The  cause  of  scarlet  fever  is  a  loss  of 
saliae  constituents  of  the  blood ;  and  uoDEaii  science  having  discov- 
ered this  fact,  now  surely  experience  is  appealed  to  that,  Pyretic 
Saline  will  furnish,  has  furnished,  the  blood  with  its  lost  saline  con- 
stitoents;  and,  says  the  sage  U.D.,  you,  healers,  who  do>not  take 
the  bint  and  apply  Pyretic  Saline  in  the  positive  cure  of  scarlet  fever 
and  other  blood  poisons,  you  are  guilty  of  great  neglect. 

Illustration  2.  We  give  a  literal  translation  of  a  paper  by  Dr. 
Hclmessler  we  find  in  the  HomaeopathiacAe  Klinik,  Sept.  15, 1875.  Dr. 
Scbuessler  comes  to  us  highly  endorsed ;  we  hope  his  aiders  and 
abettors,  the  men  who  endorsed  him  and  lauded  him  up  to  the  aides, 
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repreBented.him  as  a  graat  and  mDoh-leftmed  man,  will  not  now 
"  give  him  away."  When  he  is  sammoned  to  testify  before  the  medical 
profeasion  —  teetify  vulantarily  —  will '  his  endorser  and  godfather 
Stand  by  him  who  so  unwittingly  expose*  the  final  destiny  of  all 
backsliders  and  of  those  who,  not  being  blessed  with  a  full  compre- 
hension of  the  flindamental  principles  of  the  healing  art,  begin  to 
offer  improvements,  alterations,  and  siftings  ;  wilt  they  stand  by  that 
gr«at  bealcr.  Dr.  Schaessler? 

For  our  own  inilivldual  part,  we  make  fireeto  say  that  we  never  heard 
of,  or  read,  such  a  really  nnpardonable  oomposliion  of  trash ;  never 
did  we  expect  to  hear  SQch  absnTdities  nttered  outside  of  a  lunatic 
asylum.  If  that  is  Homceopathy,  let  the  profession  be  enlightened  on 
the  subject  by  men  who  stand  by  Sohuessler  and  applaud  him ;  bat 
we  can  see  no  Homceopathy  in  It,  no  more  in  Sehuessler  than  in 
the  vender  of  the  Pyretic  Saline ;  in  both  cases  the  very  first  propost- 
tloa  is  —  the  language  of  a  lunatic.  And  surely  we  are  not  ready  to 
be  classed  with  them. 

Tours  truly, 

Ad.  LippE. 


SOCIETIES  AND  INSTITUTIONS. 


ESSEX.  COUNTY  HOM(EOPATHIC  HBDICAL  SOCIETY. 

HEBTIHOS  AltD  COHHrrTEES   FOB   1876. 

Jancabt  Ukbtiho.  —  Clinioai  Mtdidne  and  Disease*  of  the  Cheat. 
Drs.  Gate  of  Salem,  G-ale  of  Newbnryport,  and  Scott  of  Lawrence. 

Febrdart  Mbetimg,  —  Laryngology  and  Zymotic  Diseases.  Dra. 
Moore  of  Haverhill,  Holt  of  Lowell,  and  Woodman  of  Lynn. 

M^RCH  Mebtinq, —•  Jficmacopy  and  Diseases  of  QeniUyUrinary 
Organs.  Drs.  Hunter  of  Lowell,  Brown  of  Lynn,  and  Holt  of  Chel- 
sea. 

April  MEETmo, —  Physiology  and  Diseases  of  the  Skin.  Drs. 
Cnmmings  of  Newbnryport,  French  of  Lawrence,  and  Warner  of 
LowelL 

Hat  HBETiNa, —  Obttelries.  Drs.  Morse  of  Marblehead,  Conant 
of  Gloucester,  and  Sawyer  of  Haverhill, 

Jdkb,  SBia-Ainnru,  MBBnNo,  —  Materia  Medica  and  Provings. 
Drs.  Gushing  of  Lynn,  Thompson  of  Lowell,  and  Whiting  of  Das- 
vers. 

Jdli  JAsKTisa,  —  Annvdl  BuKttrsion  and  PUld  Day. 

AcoosT  Mbetihq,  —  Qynotcology,  Drs.  Flanders  of  Lynn,  Scales 
of  Newton,  and  Wa^dwell  of  Beverly. 
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Septbhber  MEBTma.  —  Fcedology.  Drs.  Sc&les'  of  Wobtini,  Moore 
of  HsTerhill,  and  Morae  of  Balem. 

OoFOBER  Wkktisq,— Swrgerii  and  Electro-l herapeutica.  Dtb.  Foas 
of  Newburyport,  Worcester  of  Peabody,  and  Morae  of  Gloucester. 

NovEUBBR  Meetiko,  —  Diaeasea  of  the  Brain;  Nervous  Syalem 
and  PapchotoffuxU  Medicine.  Dra.  Longee  of  Lawrence,  Walker  of 
Cbelsea.  and  Cate  of  S&Iem. 

Dkobkber,  Annual  Meetino,  —  Ophthalmology  and  Otology.  Drs. 
Whiting  of  DauTers,  Scott  of  Lawrence,  and  Worcester  of  Salem. 

Regular  meetinga,  fourtii  Wednesday  of  each  montb. 

Nathan  R    Moksb,  M.D.,  Secretary. 


HOM(EQPATHIC  MEDICAL  SOCIETr  OF  THE  COONTY 
OF  NEW   YORK. 

Thb  R^nlar  Meetings  of  the  Society  are  held  on  the  second 
Wednesday  evening  of  each  month,  at  the  Ophthalmic  Hospital 
Building,  comer  23d  Stresi  and  Third  Avenue. 

OrriCEKS,  187«.  — E.  M.  Kellogg,  M.D.,  ft^sfttoU;  John  C.  Minor, 
Vi..\>.,  VUx-Pregidsnt ;  Alfred  K.  Hills,  M.D.,  &creiarv;  Henry  C. 
Honghton,  M.D.,  TVeamrer;  AlfVed  Wanstall,  M.D.,  LOrrarian. 

Cbmsobs.— Dra.  Chaa.  A.  Bacon,  Alex.  Berchans,  Franda  E. 
Doughty,  J.  Antonio  Terry,  Wm.  M.  Guernsey. 

BuBEAUz,  1876. 

To  Repobt  Feb.  9.  —  Materia  Medico  and  Toxicoiooy.  Carroll 
Dunham,  M.D.,  Chairman,  107  4tb  Avenue;  Dra.  T.  F.  Allen, 
Sam'l  Siran,  J.  A.  Terry,  John  S.  Linsley.  Coustautine  Lippe. 

Harch  8.  —  Clinical  Medicine  and  Psyckology.  Sam'l  Liltentbal, 
M.D.,  Chairman.  230  West  25lb  Street;  Dra.  Edwin  West,  Alex. 
Berghaus,  C.  E.  Blumentlial,  Mary  E.  Bond,  Wm.  L.  Fleming. 

April  12.  —  Physiology,  Path^ogy,  and  Sygiew,  Chas.  A.  Bacon, 
M.D.,  Chairman,  86  East 31st Street;  Drs.  F.  S.  Bradford,  A.  P. 
Throop,  G.  C.  Brown.  J.  R.  White,  H.  L  Ostrom. 

Mat  10.  —  Surgery  and  Electricity.  John  C.  Minor,  M.D.,  Chair- 
man, 10  EiLat'llst  Street;  Drs.  W.  Tod  Helmiith,  John  H.  Thomp. 
»«on,  F.  E.  Doughty,  E.  Carleton,  Jr.,  T.  D.  Bradford. 

June  14.  —  Zymoaia  and  Dtrmatotogy.  J.  M.  Sctaley,  M.D.,  Chatr- 
num,  1  East  42d  Street;  Dra.  J.  H.  Demareat,  A.  M.  Woodward, 
U.  Desobere,  P.  E.  Arcnlariua,  H.  Amdia  Wright. 

Sbpt  \&.~Ob»tetrtca.  W.  N.  Guemaey,  M.D.,  Chairman,  188 
West  42d  Street;  Dra.  S.  P.  Burdick,  A.  H.  Piersona,  Mary  H. 
Everett,  J.  Robie  Wood,  Emma  Scott,  E.  V.  Bock. 

Oct.  11.— Eye,  Ear,  ond  Throat.  C.  Th.  Llebold,  M.D.,  Chair- 
man, 21  West  80th  Street;  Dra.  Geo.  S.  Norton,  F.  H.  Boynton, 
Alfred  Wanatall,  Eye.  Dr.  Heury  C.  Houghton,  Ear.  Dr.  W.  E. 
Koonda,  Throoi. 
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Not.  8.  —  DUeaset  of  Women  and  Children.  Caroline  Yeomans, 
MD.,  Chairman,  400  West  22d  Street;  Dra.  W.  O.  McDonald, 
M.D.,  Clara  C.  Plimpton,  L.  L.  Danforlh,  Sarah  J.  White,  F.J.  B. 
Waite,  Mary  W.  Noxon. 

Deo.   is.  — Annual  Election  of  Officere. 

Statistics.  —  H.  M.  Smitb,  M.D.,  Chairman,  107  4th  Avenue ;  Dra. 
BenJ.  F.  Joslin,  C.  B.  Currier. 

Legislation.  —  H.  D.  Paine,  M.D.,  Chairman,  26  West  80Oi  Street ; 
Drs.  J.  W.  Dowling,  R.  C.  MoMurray. 


MIDDLESEX  SOUTH,  HOMtEOPATHIC  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

The  Homoeopathic  Physicians  of  Kewton  and  vicinity  met  at  the 
office  of  E.  P.  Scales,  M.D..  of  Newton,  on  Wednesday  evening  and 
organized  a  societv,  to  be  known  as  tlie  Middlesex  South,  llomceo- 
pathic  Society.  It  is  proposed  to  hold  themeeiingsof  this  society  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  second  Thursday  of  every  month.  But  little  was 
done  at  this  meeting  except  to  organize  and  make  arrangemunts  lor 
future  meetings.  The  following  are  the  officers  of  the  Society :  Piesi- 
dent,  F.  E  Crocker,  M.D  ,  West  Newton ;  Vice  President,  J.  M. 
Coburn,  M  D.,  South  Framingham ;  Secretaay  and  Treasnrer,  G.  H. 
Hackett.  M.D.,  Needham ;  Censors,  E.  P.  Scales.  M.D.,  Newton,  s. 
A.  Sylvester,  M.D,  Newton  Centre,  J.  M.  Coburn,  M.D.,  South 
Framingham.  —  Boston  Journal. 


The  New  York  OrBiHALkio  Hospital  fob  Etb  and  Ear,  corner 
3d  Avenue  and  2Sd  Street.  Report  for  the  month  ending  Dec.  8t, 
1875:  Numljcrof  prescriptions,  2,300  ;  numberof  new  patients,  238  ; 
number  of  patients  resident  in  the  hospital,  32 ;  avetrtgo  daily  attend* 
ance,  88  ;  largest  daily  attendance,  148 

ALFRED  WANSTALL,  M.D., 

Resident  Surgeon. 


ITEMS  AND   EXTRACTS. 


Shall  WB  HATR  A  State  Ststex  op  Medicine?— The  idea  of  a  Stats 
religion  is  one  that  has  been  utterly  repudiated  in  every  American 
community  from  the  earliest  period  of  our  history  as  a  niition.  The 
oi^anic  law  of  the  United  States,  and  of  every  one  of  the  common- 
wealths that  compose  it,  forbids  any  alliance  between  Church  and 
State,  and  wisely  leaves  all  sects,  creeds,  and  philosophtes  upon  terms 
of  perfect  equality.  The  principle  upon  which  this  policy  of  non- 
interference is  based  applies  as  justly  to  medical  as  to  religious  creeds ; 
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doctors  of  medicin*  shoald  be  left,  like  doctors  of  divinity,  to  fight 
oat  their  battles  without  any  discriminating  interposition  by  the  State. 
It  is  no  more  the  business  of  the  Government  to  decide  controvereiea 
between  allopathists,  homoeopathlBta,  and  hydropatbists  than  those 
which  liave  raged  bo  long  and  fiercely  lietween  Calvini.-^m  and  Artan- 
Ism,  between  UniTersaliBm  with  its  free  heaven  and  Orthodoxy  with  its 
biimstone  bell.  Yet  just  .val  religious  sects  have  always  sought 
the  help  of  the  secular  p  ^r  (where  there  was  the  slightest  chance 
of  ulttaining  it)  to  enab  them  to  gain  an  advantage  over  their 
enemies,  Just  so  have  the  '  arring  medical  sects  striven  to  invoke  the 
aid  of  the  secular  sword  to  smite  their  antagonists.  Nor  is  the  bitter- 
ness of  the  animosities  of  the  rival  schools  of  medicine  one  iota  less 
intense  tliaa  the  proverbial  odium  theologicum  which  finds  a  home  in 
the  hearts  of  devout  disputants  is  regard  to  the  attributes  of  Diety 
and  "the  plan  of  salvation."  The  feeling  between  the  allopathisU 
aod  the  homisopathists  has  for  some  years  bcea  L-xceedingly  hot,  not 
only  throughout  the  United  States,  but  in  Knglimd  and  on  the  con- 
tinent. In  our  own  State  there  have  been,  during  the  last  six  or  eight 
years,  a  nnmber  of  rather  indecorous,  not  to  say  scandalous,  exhibi- 
tions of  this  unlovely  spirit ;  and  now  the  disciples  of  Hahnemann  are 
making  loud  complaint  that  their  crafty  foes  have  introduced  an 
insidious  bill  in  the  Legisluture  which  is  designed  to  brand  lliom  as 
"  empirics  "  and  "  quacks,"  anil  to  estal)lish  allopathy  by  legal  enact- 
ment as  the  State  medical  religion.  The  bill  wherein  the  devout  be- 
lievers in  the  creed  "  Similia  Similibus  Curantur "  fancy  that  they 
discover  the  evidences  of  the  guile  and  malice  of  their  orthodox  perse- 
cutors bears  the  harmless  title,  '*  An  Act  to  protect  the  Citizens  of 
the  State  of  California  from  Empiricism  and  for  the  Suppression  of 
Quackerj'."  Tiie  homfeopathista.  having  examined  said  Act  with  the 
keen  scrutiny  engendered  by  suspicion,  claim  to  have  made  the  dis- 
covery that  its  innocent  title  is  a  delusion  and  ti  fraud,  and  that  instead 
of  being,  as  it  purports,  a  measure  for  the  protection  of  the  citizens  of 
California,  it  is  in  fact  designed  for  the  protection  of  the  allopathic 
or  old  school  practitioners  against  the  competition  of  thuir  dreaded 
rivals.  They  have  accordingly  addressed  to  the  Legialature  a  spirited 
protest  a;;ainst  the  passage  of  the  Act,  which  protest  will  be  found  at 
length  in  another  part  of  to-day's  Chronicle,  and  will  be  inieresting 
and  entertaining  reading  for  all  persons  interested  in  the  impending 
ine<lical  war  which  is  sure  to  be  waged  with  animation  on  the  reassem- 
bling of  our  law-makers  next  week  at  Sacramento.  The  protest  is 
accompanied  by  the  draft  of  a  bill  which  the  disciples  of  Hahnemann 
propose  us  a  genuine  remedy  for  the  evils  of  quackery,  which  bill  we 
also  publish  for  the  beneflit  of  our  readers.  The  battle  of  the  doctors 
may  now  be  considered  as  fairly  begun.  Both  sides  are  plucky,  pug- 
nacious, and  thoroughly  in  earnest.  The  opposing  prowers  are  well 
matched  in  numbers  and  in  prowess,  and  it  would  be  extra -baza  rdons 
at  this  stage  of  the  campaign  to  undertake  to  predict  upon  whose 
banners  victory  wilt  finally  perch. 

Ik  the  parish  of  Isle-Brewers,  in  Somersetshire,  England,  in  Uay, 
1681,  a  woman  was  delivered  of  two  female  infants,  whose  bodies 
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were  Joined  together  from  the  navel  upwards,  but  each  with  all  its 
parts  below  proper  to  itself,  and  not  ooty  distinct  all  along,  but  eep- 
arate.  Upwards,  beneath  the  breasta,  these  bodies  parted  again,  and 
then  all  was  aa  below,  distinct  and  separate.  When  laid  supine  they 
seemed  to  have  bat  one  body  where  Joined,  bnt  when  turned,  there 
was  a  deep  farrow  between  both.  Each  bad  a  distinct  aptna  dorsi,  etc  , 
and  nipples  in  their  proper  place  respecting  the  eeveral  bodies,  'fbry 
did  not  always  sleep  at  the  aame  time;  they  "exonerated"  apart 
Ireely,  and  lived  for  some  time.  —  Philharmonic  TratmacUons  quoted 
in  CollinKm'a  AntiqtUtiu  of /Somerset,  England.    1791.     liath. 

Htghoscopic  Papes.  —  The  Journal  of  the  Franklin  Inftitute  gives 
a  mode  of  pi  eparing  a  naef^il  hygroscopic  paper,  by  Percy  Smith.  A 
bibnlous  paper  is  impregnated  with  a  concentrated  solution  of  chlo- 
ride of  cobalt.  It  is  very  sensitive  to  almospherio  variations,  being 
bine  in  a  dry  atmosphere,  changing  to  red  when  the  rir  becomes  hu- 
mid. F^onrobservationsaday,  made  for  a  year,  with  every  precaution, 
prove  that  this  paper  may  be  employed  to  indicate  readily  and  pre- 
cisely the  hygrometric  elate  of  the  air. 


REVIEWS  AND  NOTICES  OF  BOOKS. 
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BOOKS  AND  PAMPHLETS  RECEIVED, 

A  Ststeh  of  Midwifbrt,  inclddimq  ths  Diseases  op  Preohamct 
AKD  THE  1*0ERPEBAL  State.  By  William  Leishman,  M.D.  Second 
American  fbom  beoond  and  revised  ehqlisr  Bditions,  wrru 
Additions  by  John  S,  Torry,  M.D.     Philadelphia:  Henry  G.  Lea. 

On  the  Relations  between  Diabetes  and  Food  and  Its  Application 
TO  THE  Tbeathbht  OP  TSK  DiBEASz.  Bv  Arthur  Scott  Donktn, 
M.D.    New  York :  Pntnam  i  Sons. 

Orqanon  of  the  Abt  of  Healing.  By  Samuel  Hahnemann.  FitUi 
American  edition,  translated  from  the  fifth  German  ediUon  by 
C.  Wesselhoeft,  M.D.     Boericke  &  Tafel. 

On  Ovarian  Dkopst  and  AscrrEs :  Their  Diaonosis  and  Treat- 
ment. Also  on  Prolapsds  Uteri.  By  Richard  Epps,  M.U.,  M.RC. 
S.    lA>ndon :  Simpkin,  Mai-shall  &  Co. 

iNTRODUCrORI  LeCTORZ  TO  THE  XVI  SESSION  OP  THE  HaHNEUANN  MeD- 

ICAL  Colleqe,  of  Chioaqo.    Given  on  the  evening  of  Oct.  6,  1875, 
by  E.  H.  Pratt,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy. 
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AbingHoQ  Street,  Nartbampton,  England,  from  Jan.  1,  1872,  to 
Dec.  31,1874.  To  which  are  added  MedLo&l  Anoala,  1872-7S. 
Northampton :  Taylor  &  Son. 

Hbtric  Ststbh  or  Weiohts  i.itd  Hsasetbes. 

Dr.  H.  Lenox  Hodqe's  Note  Book  for  Cases  or  Ovabian  TniioRe 
AND  Other  Abdominal  EttLABOEMBirae.  Philadelphia:  Lindsay  A 
Blaohiston. 

The  AoDRBsa  on  OBSiBTBioa  and  Diseases  or  Wohrn  and  Childben. 
By  Wm.  H.  Byford,  M.D.    Philadelphia:  Collins. 

Hbrhaphrodish  fbou  a  Medioo-Lcoal  Point  or  Tibw.  By  BasUe 
Poppeaco.  Translated  by  Edward  Warren  Sawyer.  Chicago : 
Keen,  Cook  &  Co. 

Popular  Health  Aluamac  for  1876.  Edited  by  Fred.  Hoffmann. 
New  Tork :  E.  Sterger. 

Thb  Health  Lift,  1876.    New  York:   Health  Lift  Co. 
Three  Months  m  the  HosprrALS  or  Paris.    By  R.  Lndlam,  M.D. 
Philadelphia :  Eiherman  &  Co. 

The  SANrrART  CoNDmoN  or  Boston.  The  Report  of  the  Hedioal 
Commission  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  City  of 
Boston.    Boston :   Bockwetl  A  Cbnrchill. 

Enctclop£Dia  op  Pore  If  ateria  Mrdica.  A  record  of  the  positive 
effects  of  drags  upon  the  healUiy  hnman  oi^anism.  Edited  by 
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OBITUARY. 


DR.   ADOLPH   RBIBIO. 

Adolph  Rbisio,  U.D.,  a  well-known  medical  practitioner  of  New 
York,  died  suddenly  at  his  house,  No.  H  West  Thirty- Fourth  Street, 
on  Saturday  afternoon,  Jan.  1 ,  1876,  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy- 
aeven  years.  His  health  had  been  seriously  affected  by  a  paralytic 
stroke  suffered  during  the  summer,  and  his  practice  had  devolved 
largely  on  his  son,  Dr.  Richard  Reisig ;  he  was  troubled,  also,  with 
heart  disease.  On  New  Year's  Day,  however,  despite  the  efforts  of 
bis  family  to  detain  him,  be  insisted  on  making  several  soclat  visits, 
and  his  strength  was  so  overtaxed  Wat  death  enaaed  soon  after  hia 
return. 
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Dr.  Ri-'isig,  who  vsa  a  native  of  Frassta,  began  life  as  an  nllopatblo 
physician,  but  arierwarcl  became  a  bomteopathist  of  the  moat  rigid  type. 
Before  migrating  to  tbia  country  he  haii  establishe')  an  extensive  prac- 
tice in  Berlin,  including  in  his  lint  of  patients  several  members  of  the 
royal  household  and  a  number  of  the  most  prominent  familcs  among 
the  nobility.  He  was  induced  to  leiive  Europe  by  Tlieodore  S.  Fay, 
who  wan  for  some  years  Secretary  of  the  American  Legulibn  at  Berlin, 
and  who  prophesied  the  successful  professional  career  which  wa't  open 
to  a  man  of  his  tolcnts  and  learning  in  a  rich  and  growing  country. 
Dr.  Relsig  was  an  enthusiastic  lover  of  the  land  of  bis  adoption  ;  and 
his  death  deprives  New  York  not  only  of  a  physician  of  distinguished 
abilities,  but  also  of  an  honored,  patriotic  citizen.  His  funeral  took 
place  from  his  late  home  Uie  Wednesday  following  at  half-past  tea 
o'clock. 


Tbe  readers  of  this  periodical  will  be  exceedingly  sorry  to  hear  of 
tl<e  sudden  death  of  its  editor.  On  Friday,  Dec.  17,  he  left  his 
consulting  rooms  In  London  in  bis  usual  health,  but  on  reaching 
home  ho  complained  of  lumbago  and  fever.  During  the  night  rheu- 
matic fever  was  developed,  and  he  gradually  got  worse.  Un  Friday 
night,  Saturday,  and  Saturday  night  he  suffered  intensely  with  rhea- 
matio  pains  in  the  back  and  limbs ;  then  suddenly  the  pains  left  the 
body  and  went  to  the  head.  After  thai  time  he  was  unconscious,  witb 
but  rare  and  short  intervals  of  light.  Every  attention  was  paid  to 
him,  and  the  utmost  efforts  of  medical  skill  were  employed  to  afford 
relief.  His  professional  friends  in  the  neighborhood  and  in  London 
rendered  all  the  assistance  in  their  power,  some  of  thorn  travelling 
fVoiu  town  to  spend  the  night  with  him  ;  but  all  in  vain.  He  pnssed 
away  on  Thursday,  Deo.  23,  at  11  a.u.  Further  notice  of  his 
useful  career  must  be  reserved  till  our  next  number,  wlien  the  distress 
occasioned  by  this  most  sudden  and  appalling  shock  bos  been  in 
some  measure  abated. —  The  Homatniiathia  World,  Jan.  1,  187C. 


Digitized  By  Google 


TUB 


Pew  ingland  ^eflical  #«2ette. 


No.  2.]  BOSTON,  FEBEDABT,  1876.  [ToL.  XI. 

VEEATEUM  AK  ANTIDOTE  TO  OPIUM. 

BT   J.   B.  TODD,  If.D.,   ONE  OF  TBB  TICB-PSESIUEMTS. 

[Aeod  befon  the  Atlanfi  Academy  of  Mtdidne.'] 
This  assertion  is  tlie  result  of  tlie  fact  tliat  opium  is  an  anti- 
dote to  Teratrum.  That  it  is,  none  who  have  had  any  experience 
with  overdoses  of  veratrum  will  deny.  Dr.  Norwood,  to  whom 
we  are  mainly  indebted  for  thia  valuable  drug,  recites  several 
oases  where  large  quantities  of  bis  tincture  were  given ;  in  oue 
instance  as  much  as  one  drachm,  which  caused  the  most  alarm- 
ing prostration,  vomiting,  and  general  relaxation,  all  of  which 
symptoms  were  almost  immediately  dispelled  by  opium  and 
whiskey.  I  have  in  my  own  practice  had  frequent  occasions  to 
verify  his  statement  that  there  need  be  no  fear  of  a  fatal  result 
from  veratrum  if  the  antidote  above  mentioned  is  given.  Indeed, 
the  antagoniem  is  as  marked  as  that  of  acids  and  alkalies.  The 
question  very  naturally  resolves  itself  into  this  shape.  Are  anti- 
dotes reciprocal  ?  The  answer  is  obvious ;  it  cannot  be  otherwise 
but  in  the  affirmative^;  for  an  acid  is  no  more  incompatible  with 
an  alkali  than  an  alkali  wi£h  an  acid.  Belladonna,  or  its  alka- 
loid, atropia,  has  for  some  time  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  nuny 
of  the  most  learned  and  distiuguished  in  our  profession  as  an 
antidote  to  opium.  It  is  not  my  object  or  intention  in  this 
paper  to  attempt  to  prove  that  it  is  not  an  antidote ;  for,  with 
Prof.  Reese  of  Philadelphia,  1  am  constrained  to  acknowledge 
that  after  a  fair  and  honest  review  of  all  the  cases,  j)ro  and  con, 
a^  to  the  antagonism  of  belladonna  and  opium,  the  evidence  in 
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their  favor  has  prepoaderance.  ThiB  testimony  I  give,  in  the 
face  of  the  fact  that  experiments  on  the  lower  animals  seem  to 
show  that  where  the  two  are  given  together,  the  effect  of  each  is  in- 
tensified. Dr.  Harley,  F.R.C.P.,  F.L.S.,  etc.,  iu  the  Gulslonian 
Lectures  of  1868,  extended  and  including  a  complete  examina- 
tion of  the  active  constitueuts  of  opium,  arrives  at  a  totally  differ- 
ent conclnsion.  In  this  lecture  the  question  of  the  antidotal  action 
of  opium  and  belladonna  are  considered  at  great  length.  The 
recorded  cases  are  carefully  examined,  and  classified  in  three 
tables :  the  analysis  of  these,  in  connection  with  very  many  and 
varied  experiments,  "justifies  the  conclusions  that  the  evidences 
of  antagonism  are  inconclusive ;  that  belladonna  has  no  influence 
whatever  in  accelerating  recovery  from  the  poisonous  effects  of 
opium ;  but  on  the  other  hand,  the  effects  of  the  opium  are  inten- 
sified and  increased.  It  is  utterly  powerless  in  obviHting  the 
chief  danger  uf  opium  poisoning,  the  depression  of  the  respira- 
tory function."  He  states,  however,  that  in  doses  of  from  the 
1-96  to  the  1-100  of  a  grain,  atropia  is  the  greatest  and  most 
potent  of  all  agents,  not  excepting  carbonate  ammonia  and 
whiskey,  as  a  cardiac  stimulus,  and  that  iu  those  doses  it  may, 
and  doubtless  will,  do  good,  where  the  pulse  is  very  slow  or 
weak.  How  much  atropia  is  necessary  to  counteract  a  given 
quantity  of  morphine  has  never  been  ascertained.  We  all  give 
it  with  fear  and  trembling,  knowing  that  the  remedy,  if  pushed, 
is  as  bad  as  the  disease;  in  other  words,  the  remedy  is  too 
dangerous.  If  any  of  us  were  called  to  a  case  where  an  alkali 
had  been  given  in  hurtful  dose,  we  would  not  administer  nitric, 
chromic,  or  muriatic  acids,  but  rather  vinegar  or  citric  acid, — 
something  that  would  not  destroy  both  the  poison  and  patient. 
I  propose,  as  a  substitute  for  the  too  potent  deadly  nightshade, 
the  milder  veratrum.  Beck,  in  his  work  on  Medical  Junspru- 
dence,  classes  veratrum  and  belladonna  under  the  same  head, — 
acrid  narcotics, —  both  dilating  the  pupil,  and  killing  by  produ- 
cing convulsions.  There  would  seem  to  be  from  this  some  anal- 
ogy between  their  action  in  poisonoua  doses.  It  is  only  by 
careful  scrutiny  of  recorded  observa'ions  as  to  the  effects  of 
drugs  that  any  valuable  contribution  to  therapeutics  is  obtained. 
With  this  view  I  present  the  following  cases,  the  notes  of  which 
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were  carefully  and  truthfully  takea  at  the  time.  As  to  the 
modus  operavdi,  I  do  not  attempt  to  explain  it.  The  very 
best  reason  that  can  be  given  why  we  administer  this  or  that  ia, 
it  is  successful. 

J.  H.,  set.  thirty,  dissipated,  took,  Oct.  26, 1872,  in  my  pres- 
ence, little  over  six  drachms  of  TiJict.  Opii.  Assuming  thirty 
drops  of  laudanum  to  be  equal  to  a  grain  of  crude  opium,  he 
took  at  one  dose  twenty-four  grains.  He  had  taken  half  an 
ounce  of  laud&num  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  before  this  (sixteen 
grains),  thus  taking  in  all  forty  grains  of  opium,  or  1,200  drops 
of  the  tincture.  AH  persuasion  to  induce  him  to  take  an  emetic 
being  futile,  I  prevailed  on  several  by-standers  to  throw  him 
down,  and  then  vainly  attempted  to  give  him  a  mixture  of 
Ipecac  and  Sulphate  of  Zinc,  aa.  grs.  xxx.  I  could  not  make 
him  swaliow,  though  his  nose  was  held  and  threats  used,  until 
I  poured  some  of  the  solution  in  hie  eyes,  which  caused  so  much 
pain  that  he  came  to  terms,  and  took  the  emetic  a  few  moments 
after.  It  not  having  the  slightest  effect,  a  drachm  more  of 
Ipecac  was  administered.  In  ten  minutes  he  was  asleep.  I 
bad  him  walked  and  shaken,  thinking  that  the  emetic  would  act 
could  he  be  kept  awake.  There  was  no  stomach-pump  in  the 
place.  He  soon  ceased  to  step  or  exhihit  any  symptom  of  pain 
or  sensibility  whatever.  Placed  his  head  under  a  pump,  and 
gave  him  the  cold  douche  five  minutes.  Meanwhile  the  coma 
gradually  and  fearfully  increased.  Had  him  carried  to  Dr. 
McMillan's  office,  where  there  was  an  electnc  battery.  I  was 
here  joined  and  assisted  by  Dr.  Henderson.  Under  the  electric 
stimulus  he  so  far  regained  consciousness  that  Dr.  McMillan 
and  myself  concluded  to  give  him  more  Ipecac.  This  was  eight 
o'clock.  Suddenly,  while  taking  it,  he  collapsed;  and  some  of 
the  fluid  passed  down  the  trachea.  Respiration  was  kept  up 
partly  by  artificial  means,  but  principally  by  placing  one  pole 
of  the  battery  along  the  course  of  the  pneumogastric  nerve, 
above  the  sternum,  and  the  other  at  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  for 
at  least  three  quarters  of  an  hour.  At  this  juncture  the  glass 
of  the  battery  containing  the  acid  broke,  and  we  had  no  snosti- 
tute.  Mustard  was  applied  to  the  spine,  chest,  and  abdomen, 
and  friction  used  on  extremities.    Pulse  alow,  full,  30 ;  respira- 
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tion  stertorous,  8 ;  face  much  congested  ;  nose  and  ears  purple  ; 
extremities  cold.  Hud  bioi  moved  to  his  room,  sent  for  an  old- 
fushioned  fnctiou  magnetic  battery,  the  only  one  in  the  town. 
The  pupils  were,  m(  course,  tightly  contracted.  We  concluded 
to  try  Hypodermic  Injection  of  Alropia;  it  was  administered 
until  the  pupils  were  widely  dilated.  At  1 1  p.  H.  Dra.  McMillan 
and  Henderson  left  me,  saying  the  man  would  die  very  soon  ; 
such  was  also  my  opinion,  but  I  determined  to  give  him  every 
attention.  The  battery  was  used  on  him  with  occanional  inter- 
missions until  three  o'clock,  when  his  breathing  was  6,  and  the 
pulse  suddenly  ceased.  I  immediately  injected  under  the  skin 
a  drachm  of  raw  whiskey,  and  felt  the  pulse  return  before  the 
syringe  was  withdrawu.  After  hia  pupils  were  dilated  by  the 
atropia  his  pulse  became  rapid  and  weak.  Fifteen  minutes  later 
I  injected  another  drachm  of  whiskey  and  two  drops  of  tincture 
of  Veratrum  Viride.  Five  minutes  after  the  dose  his  puUe  be- 
came slower,  but  weaker,  and  there  was  .paralysis  of  the  entire 
right  iung.  No  air  whatever  entered  or  was  expelled  from  it 
for  two  or  three  respirations.  I  now  had  him  violently  rolled 
about  the  bed,  slapping  and  compressing  the  chest.  Five  or  otx 
such  turns  caused  a  groan  and  an  emesis  of  four  or  five  ounces.  - 
He  opened  his  eyes,  but  immediately  closed  them  and  lelapseil 
into  the  comatose  condition.  This  was  at  3.15  a.  h.,  just  fifteen 
minutes  after  the  first  dose  of  Veratrum.  From  thj^ttime  until 
five  I  gave  him  six  hypodermic  injections  of  a  drachm  each  of 
raw  whiskey ;  and  two,  an  hour  apart,  of  two  drop»  each  of 
Tinct.  Veratrum  Viride,  with  marked  improvement  each  time. 
He  was  meanwhile  persistently  and  continually  worried,  the 
battery  applied  to  spine,  the  cold  douche  was  used,  and  he  was 
walked,  slapped,  whipped,  tickled,  etc.  Any  such  procedure, 
however,  after  two  or  three  repetitions,  lost  all  effect.  By  5  a.  h. 
he  was  able  to  swallow  a  teaepoonful  of  very  strong  cofiee,  one 
cup  of  grounds  to  three  of  water.  By  eight  be  bad  taken  four 
or  five  of  such  oups,  and  vomited  freely.  After  this  he  vomited 
several  times,  but  at  nine  he  retained  a  tolerably  stiff  drink. 
Once,  about  half-past  six,  I  let  him  take  a  nap.  W'-benevor  ho 
was  not  worried  he  slept,  and  would,  while  sleeping,  have  gen- 
eral convulttive  movements,  and  the  breathing  would  full  fromt 
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14  to  8  per  minute.  I  did  not  atlow  bira  to  lie  down  at  all 
during:  the  day,  although  he  was  pretty  thoroughly  aroused  by 
10  A.  H.,  and  perfectly  rational.  I  permitted  him  to  take  naps 
or  from  ton  to  thirty  minutes,  aittin<!:.  He  vomited  everything 
he  took  that  day,  except  the  toddy  before  mentioned. 

Oct.  .21j.  —  Slept  tolerably  well  last  night,  but  waa  very 
nervous. 

Kov.  1.  —  Has  suffered  considerably  from  nerrouaneHa  and 
irritability  of  the  stomach  during  the  past  three  days.  Gave 
I^audunum,  Bromide  of  Potassium  and  Quinia,  pro  re  nata. 

On  Oct.  29  he  left  for  his  home,  and  Nov.  2  be  resumed  his 
work.  The  whiskey  did  not  cause  a  single  abscess ;  all  aoreness 
about  the  chest,  where  injections  were  made,  waa  superficial, 
and  plainly  attributed  to  the  mustard,  which  blistered  in  several 
places  over  the  thorax,  and  the  skin  is  still  highly  inflamed 
wherever  it  was  applied.  He  has  complained  always  of  his 
throat ;  described  the  sensation  as  brassy,  and  was,  until  to-day, 
hoarse.  This  is  doubtless  caused  by  Atropia.  His  bowels  moved 
spontaneously  on  the  day  after  he  took  the  laudanum. 

Nov.  12.— Been  at  work  steadily  since  the  2d.  No  abscess 
bas  developed  itself. 

Remarka.  —  Atropia  in  this  case  certainly  did  no  good ;  the 
Yeratrum  much.  In  fact,  to  it  do  I  mainly  attribute  the  recov- 
ery, but  I  do  not  believe  it  would  have  been  sufficient  in  itself. 
!My  timidity  in  the  uae  of  the  agent  doubtless  put  off  the  good 
effect.  This  man  was  as  persistently  worried  as  three  of  the 
most  obedient  attendants  could  possibly  perform  such  an  office. 
They  kept  him  alive  from  the  combined  effects  of  both  dnigs, 
until  the  Veratrum  suggested  itself.  It  will  be  particularly  no- 
ticed that  no  emeeis  occurred  until  Veratrum  Viride  waa  given. 
Case  II.  Dec.  30,1873. — B.  R.,  se't.  fifty-two,  merchant. 
Had  suffered  from  occasional  mental  derangements  for  eighteen 
months.  During  such  attacks  he  attempted  to  take  his  life  in 
vaxions  ways,  by  drowning,  the  razor,  and  phosphorus. 
To-day  he  procured  from  J.  P.  M.  &  Co.,  druggists,  an  ounce 
of  gum  opium,  and  before  he  was  detected  he  had  eaten  the 
-whole  of  it.  This  he  did  about  an  hour  before  I  saw  him. 
When  I  first   saw  him  he  was  highly  intoxicated  from  it,  cov- 
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ered  with  a  profuse  perspiration,  and  somewhat  sleepy.  He 
persistently  refused  to  take  anything  j  was  perfectly  rational. 
About  half  an  hourwaa  lost  in  persuasion  and  force,  endeavor- 
ing to  get  him  to  take  Zinc  and  Ipecac;  fully  another  half 
hour,  in  having  a  fuunel  made  to  fit  tbe  •  end  of  a  catheter 
(male).  Through  it,  introduced  down  the  uose  into  tbe 
pharynx,  I  gave  sixty  or  seventy  grains  Sulph.  Zitus,  and  us 
much  Ipecac.  He  almost  immediately  vomited.  In  tbe  emesis 
there  was  much  opium  ;  the  smell  of  it  could  be  detected  dif- 
fused over  the  room.  During  all  this  time  he  was  of  course 
worried  aud  walked,  but  the  coma  continued  to  increase.  I 
then  gave  him,  every  half  hour,  ten  to  twelve  drops  of  TinctuTe 
Veralrum  Viride,  hypodermically,  with  an  emesis  or  an 
attempt  at  vomiting  after  each  injection  of  Veratrum.  Every- 
thing not  given  by  hypodermic  means  had  to  be  given  througli 
the  catheter  inserted  iu  the  nose  down  the  throat.  He  took  the 
opium  about  11^  A.  H.  Until  6^  p.  ja.  bis  pupils  did  not 
contract,  nor  did  he  become  so  drowsy  that  be  ceased  to  step, 
or  give  rational  answers,  or  evince  pain  when  flagellated,  or 
when  the  battery  was  put  to  him ;  nor  did  his  pulse  become 
slow  or  respiration  stertorous.  About  this  time  Dr.  Crriggs, 
family  physician,  came,  and  only  one  more  dose  of  Veratrum 
was  given,  Dr.  Griggs  having  no  confidence  or  experience  in  tbe 
Veratrum  treatment.  H«  recognized  Dr.  Griggs,  and  spoke  to 
him.  His  pulse  at  that  time  was  65;  respiration  15  or  16. 
We  commenced  to  use  the  cold  douche,  aud  at  seven  o'clock  gave 
AiTopia,  which  undoubtedly  increased  the  coma.  We  gave  it 
until  the  pupils  were  dilated,  for  they  began  to  contract  at  six. 
Mustard  was  applied  to  chest,  abdomen,  spine,  and  extremities. 
His  pulse  never  became  dmo  nor  full,  but  bis  breathing  did 
after  the  Atropia  was  given.  At  eight  o'clock  exactly  he  died 
suddenly  from  asphyxia,  tbe  heart  continuing  to  act  for  several 
minutes  after  respiration  ceased.  Artificial  respiration  could 
not  be  induced  with  tbe  battery. 

RemarkB.  —  The  large  amouut  of  opium  taken,  and  the  length 
of  time  that  elapsed  between  tbe  taking  and  the  commencement 
of  treatment,  are  sufficient  to  convince  any  thinking  man  that 
there  could  have  been  but  one  termination.   The  good  effects  of 
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the  treatment  are  tDaoifest  by  the  length  of  time  that  intervened 
before  death.  N'otooly  was  life  prolonged,  but  the  usual  efiecta 
of  opium  were  long  in  showing  themselves.  According  to  Dr. 
Christison  the  usual  duration  of  fatal  cases  is  seven  hours. 
This  patient  took  hypodermically,  in  less  than  six  hours,  a 
drachm  of  Tincture  Veratrum  Viride  without  towering  the 
pulse  ;  in  fact,  it  seemed  to  keep  the  heart  going. 

Case  III.  Feb.  2,  1873.  —  Was  called,  in  consultation 
vith  Dr.  McMillan,  to  see  W.,  ^t.  12,  who  was  suffering  with 
meningitis.  We  concluded  to  give  Morphine.  In  fifteen  min- 
utes the  symptoms  were  characteristic  of  opium  poisoning, — - 
contracted  pupils,  no  pulse,  stertorous  breathing,  and  coma. 
Under  the  cold  douche  and  three  injections  of  three  drops  each 
of  Tincture  Veratrum  Viride,  he  promptly  vomited,  pulse 
returned,  and  pupil  dilated  in  from  one  and  a  half  to  two  hours. 
The  Morphine  was  given  about  11  a.  m.  He  died  at  11  p.  u. 
from  the  force  of  the  disease,  with  no  symptoms  of  opium. 

Remarks. — The  death  of  the  patieutin  no  way  invalidates 
the  conclusion  that  I  am  trying  to  prove.  The  epidemic  of 
meningitis,  which  carried  off  this  boy,  was  very  fatal.  The 
return  of  the  pulse  and  dilation  of  the  pupils  from  the  effects  of 
the  Veratrum  are  particularly  worthy  of  notice. 

CaseIV.  Dec.  23,  1875.— C,  child  six  weeks  old.  Had 
taken  five  drops  of  a  Tincture  of  Opium,  which  had  remained 
unstopped  until  of  a  syrupy  cousisteney.  The  dose  was  taken 
at  4  p.  M.  I  saw  it  first  at  6  P.  H.  The  breathing  was  12, 
and  sighing ;  pulso  60 ;  coma  well  marked  ;  pupils  tightly 
contracted.  By  vigorous  flagellation  or  rude  handling  could 
be  Induced  to  open  the  eyes,  but  efforts  to  make  it  swallow  any- 
thing were  futile.  Gave,  hypodermically,  one  drop  of  Tincture 
Veratrum  Viride  in  leu  of  brandy.  One  hour  afterwards  repeated 
the  dose.  In  fifteen  minutes  it  vomited  slightly,  about  half  an 
ounce  of  mucus.  At  half-past  eight  there  was  another  slight  eme- 
sis ;  the  symptoms  unchanged,  except  more  mucus  in  lungs.  Tbe 
cold  douche  was  used,  but  produced  no  evidences  of  sensibility. 
Injected  from  four  to  six  ounces  of  strong  coffee  per  aoum, 
which  was  partially  retained.  This  was  repeated  about  nine. 
At  half-past  nine  injected  one  half  drop  of  Veratrum  and  fifteen 
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of  whiskey.  At  quarter-past  ten  the  child  romited  freely,  copi- 
ously, with  instant  improvement  in  every  symptom.  During 
the  Tomiting  the  coffee  was  possed  from  the  bowels.  It  would 
cry  and  exhibit  evidences  of  pain  from  slight  inflictions,  or  even 
from  loud  speaking.  At  halt-past  ten  respiration  24,  pulse 
100 ;  pupils  normal.     Mustard  was  used  to  spine  and  abdomen. 

Deo.  24.  —  Except  from  soreness,  the  child  was  in  usual 
health. 

Remarks.  —  Half  an  hour  before  the  last  emeeis  the  child 
was  excessively  nauseated  and  much  relaxed.  How  much 
opium  there  was  in  the  five  drops  this  infant  took  is  not  certain, 
but  it  is  a  well-known  fact  that  alcohol,  and  not  the  opium,  is 
the  constituent  which  evaporates.  It  must  have  taken  at  least 
eight  drops  of  the  ordinary  tincture.  Was  this  amount  suffi- 
cient to  cause  death  ? 

Dr.  Kelso,  in  the  London  Lancet^oX.  XXI,  page  304,  relates 
a  case  where  four  drops  of  laudanum  to  a  child  thirty-six  weeks 
old  was  fatal.  A  case  is  mentioned  in  the  Medical  Times,  Vol. 
X,  page  436,  where  two  drops  of  the  tincture,  given  four  times 
during  eighteen  hours,  killed  a  child  six  weeks  old.  The  cure 
in  this  case  is  to  be  attributed  to  theveratrum  alone.  Improve- 
ment in  the  pulse,  after  vomiting,  is  especially  noteworthy. 

Case  Y. — Dr.  E.  H.  Sholl,  of  Alabama,  communicated  to 
the  Philadelphia  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter  a  case  of  poi- 
soning by  morphine,  which  was  cured  by  veratrum.  The 
patient,  a  negro  boy  fifteen  years  old,  took  an  overdose  of 
morphine,  which  had  been  prescribed  for  hiccough.  It  was 
followed  by  stertorous  breathing,  contracted  pupils,  etc. 
Eighteen  drops  tincture  veratrum,  with  two  ounces  of  brandy, 
after  one  hour,  caused  all  the  symptoms  to  vanish. 

Case  VI.  —Dr.  J.  P.  Logan,  of  this  city,  related  before  the 
Academy  a  case  of  opium  poisoning,  in  which  he  gave  tincture 
veratrum  to  control  the  cerebral  symptoms.  The  result  was  an 
entire  cure. 

While  I  feel  every  confidence  in  veratrum  as  an  antidote  to 
opium,  I  would  by  no  means  neglect,  under  all  circumstances, 
to  give  otrong  coflee  when  the  patient  could  swallow  it,  and 
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when  he  could  not  be  inducecl  to  take  it  per  orem,  I  should 
^ve  it  per  anum,  and  aL^o  place  particular  stress  on  having  the 
unfortunate  walked,  flagellated,  tickled,  etc.  Obedient,  active 
attendants  are  a  hostin  themselves,  and  in  no  other  emergency 
does  the  physician  need  auch  allies  more.  Electricity  is  also 
an  agent  not  to  be  neglected.  Of  course  no  one  will  neglect 
to  use  every  means  to  evacuate  the  contents  of  the  stomach. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  CASES  OF  POISONING. 

BT  B,  W.  BEBBinOB,   IT.D. 

ftsCTDiA  Ebtthbina,  or  Jamaica  Dogwood,     (From  Pharma- 

teutical  Journal  and  Transactions.    1845.    Vol.  IV,    pp.  76, 

111.)     ByDr.  "W.  Hamilton. 

The  bark  of  the  root  is  used  to  narcotize  fish. 

Dr.  Hamilton  having  been  prevented  from  sleeping  by  tooth- 
ache, took  a  drachm  of  the  tincture  in  water  on  going  to  bed. 
Soon  after  taking  it  into  the  stomach,  he  had  a  violent  sense  of 
Iieat,  which  gradually  increased,  in  intensity  causing  a  suspicion 
that  he  hod  poisoned  himself.  The  sensation  of  burning  gmd- 
nally  extended  to  the  surface,  and  while  he  was  thinking  what 
antidote  he  should  take  a  profuse  diaphoresis  burst  out  from 
every  pore,  and  a  most  profound  sleep  arrested  him  so  abruptly 
that  be  remained  motionless  the  whole  night,  with  the  uncorked 
phial  in  one  hand  and  the  glass  in  the  other,  till  the  sun  was 
high  above  the  horizon  next  day,  a  space  of  twelve  hours,  when 
lie  first  returned  to  consciousness,  quite  well.  The  bark  of  the 
root  should  be  collected  about  the  full  moon  in  April,  when  the 
tree  is  in  flower,  before  the  leaves  have  unfolded. 

The  large,  spotted  sea-eel  was  caused  by  it  to  swim  about  in 
a  frenzy  of  intoxication,  and  rear  its  crested  head  high  above 
the  surface. 

Gtmkexa  SrLVBSTRB,  of  India.    (From  Fharmaceuttcal  Jour- 
nal and  Transactions.     1848.     Vol.  Vn.     p.  351.) 
Capt.  Edgewortfa  and  his  wife  chewed  some  of  the  leaves, 

<fter  which  they  could  not  perceive  the  taste  of  sugar.     (Re- 
ported by  Dr.  Falconer  to  the  Linneean  Society,  Dec.  7, 1847. 
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EcHiTES  SuBERECTA,  OF  Savanna  Plant  of  Jamaica,  etc.  (From 
Pharmaceutical  Journal  and  Transactions,  1847,  Vol.  VI. 
p.  23.)     By  Dr.  W.  Hamilton. 

The  milk  of  this  plant  is  a  most  deadly  poison,  and  ofteo 
fatal  to  cattle  which  browse  on  it.  Lunan  says  that  two  drachms 
killed  a  dog  in  eight  minutes.  He  also  gives  the  case  of  a 
doctor  in  Jamaica  who  was  poisoned  by  it ;  it  caused  violent 
griping,  nausea,  and  loss  of  appetite,  followed  by  convulsive 
twitchings  in  various  parts  of  the  body,  hectic  fever,  and  emaci- 
ation. Lunan  gave  him  the  cocoons  of  the  Fevillea  CordifoUa, 
which  cured  him,  though  it  was  a  long  time  before  the  tendeucy 
to  spasms  was  wholly  subdued. 

Dr.  Barham  gives  a  case  of  some  negroes  who  drank  some 
rum,  the  jar  containing  which  had  been  corked  with  a  piece  of 
the  stem  of  this  plant,  some  leaves  also  having  dropped  into 
it.  They  drank  it  in  the  morning,  the  jar  having  been  left 
there  all  night.  In  a  few  hours  they  were  seized  with  a  violent 
vomiting  and  tremors,  and  some  died.  The  juice  of  the  root 
of  the  MararUa  Arundtnacea,  or  arrowroot,  was  given  to  the 
survivors,  and  saved  them.  [The  works  of  Lunan  and  Bar- 
bam  should  be  carefully  examined  by  compilers  of  Materia 
Medica.    E.  W.  B.] 

HoMERiA  CoLLiNA,  or  Cape  Tulip;  from  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

(From  Pharmaceutical  Journal   and    Transactions,     1852. 

Vol.  II.     p.  40.     Abstracted  from  Ploroe   Gapensis  Medicoe 

Prodromua.     By  Dr.  L.  Pappe.)     [Examine  this  workalso. 

E.  W.  B.] 

An  elderly  woman  and  three  children,  aged  twelve,  eight, 
and  six,  ate  with  tbeir  supper,  Sept.  18,  1850,  a  small  basinful 
of  the  bulbs.  They  supped  between  7  and  8  p.  m.,  and  retired 
to  bed  aboiit  9.  About  1  a,  h.  the  woman  woke,  with  severe 
nausea,  followed  by  vomiting,  and  found  the  children  similarly 
affected.  She  tried  to  call  for  help,  but  was  too  weak  to  leave 
her  bed.  At  5  a.  u.  (when  help  arrived)  the  eldest  girl  was 
found  dying,  and  died  almost  immediately.  The  boy,  aged 
eight,  died  in  another  hour ;  the  youngest  was  found  in  a  state 
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of  collapse,  almost  ioseDsible,  cold  extremities,  pulse  scarcely 
fiily  aud  irregular,  pupila  much  dilated.  Tbe  woman's  symp- 
toms were  aeariy  uimilar,  but  in  a  lesser  degree,  accompauied 
by  constant  effortB  at  vomiting.  Tbese  two  recovered.  Tbe 
body  of  tbe  eldest  cbitd  was  examined  in  twelve  bours.  Marka 
of  intense  gastritis  were  found,  particularly  about  the  cardiac 
and  pyloric  orifices.  Tbe  inflammation  extended  throughout 
the  whole  course  of  tbe  small  intestines,  and  there  was  great 
venous  congestion  of  brain.  In  the  present  case,  obstinate  oon- 
stipatioD  prevailed. 

A   Poisonous  Lequuimocs    Plant,  from   Swan    River,  New 
South  Wales.     (From  Pharmaceutical  Journal  and  2Va;w- 
actiona.     1847.     Vol.  VI.     p.  311.)     ByMr.  J.  C.  Walker. 
A   paper  read  at  tbe    Traiisactiona  of  the  J^harmaceuCical 
Sociely,  Dec.  9, 1846.    [Name  of  plant  not  given.     It  should 
be  ascertained  by  our  colleagues  in  New  South  Wales.    Speci- 
mens are  deposited  in  tbe  Museum  of  the  Society.     E.W.  B.] 
Soon  after  a  sheep  has  eaten  of  tbe  plant,  it  assumes  a  wild 
appearance,  holds  its  head  high  up,  stares  about  it,  then  runs 
round  in  a  circle,  and  drops  down  dead,  foaming  at  the  mouth. 
Horned  cattle  have  a  dull  appearance,  with  languid  eye ;  they 
seem  to  be  in  much  pain,  and  lie  down  and  die. 

Ii^UBTHER  Notes  bt  Db.  Algesnon  Feamfton. 

About  one  and  one  half  to  two  drachms  of  a  decoction  of  one 
half  ounce  of  the  leaves,  evaporated  to  about  five  drachms,  was 
given  to  a  doe  rabbit.  When  set  down  it  seemed  giddy  and 
feeble,  made  one  or  two  ineffectual  attempts  to  raise  itself  on 
its  bind  legs  against  the  side  of  tbe  box  in  which  it  was  placed 
but  fell ;  than  sat  on  all  fours,  seemed  weak  and  unsteady,  and 
in  five  minutes  was  lying  on  its  side  insensible,  the  respiration 
going  on  feebly,  but  neither  much  accelerated,  nor  at  all  gasp- 
ing; the  pulsations  of  heart  were  also  feeble.  It  lay  in  this 
state  for  a  few  minutes ,  the  action  of  the  respiratory  muscles 
and  of  the  heart  became  rapidly  weaker,  and  ceased  altogether 
in  about  t«Q  minutes  after  taking  the  poison.      Except  one 
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slight  retraction  of  the  head,  there  was  no  conTulaive  move- 
ment whatever,  aod  uo  discharge  of  stool  or  urine.  The  limba 
became  quite  stiff  in  the  course  of  an  hour.  Post  mortem  in 
twenty-four  hours :  Stomach  full  of  food,  and  softened  at  it» 
lai^r  extremity,  but  no  inflammation. 

Another  rabbit  took  a  portion  of  the  same  decoction  at  9.40 
A.  v.,  after  which  it  seemed  dull  and  panted' violently.  Afler 
thirty  minutes  it  seemed  well,  except  that  it  coutinued  some- 
what dull  and  refused  food,  and  was  in  much  the  same  condition 
on  two  or  three  subsequent  occaeions  when  seen.  At  a  little 
after  3  P.M.  it  suddenly  sprang  forward,  screaming  at  the 
same  time,  and  when  I  saw  it  shortly  afterwards  it  wuo  lying  on 
its  side,  with  the  pupils  dilated,  the  limbs  relaxed,  and  breathing 
very  feeble.  It  died  at  3.15  p.  M.  Pose  mortem  in  eight  hours  : 
surfaces  of  all  the  abdominal  viscera  moist ;  some  serous  fluid 
in  abdomen;  liver  seamed  somewhat  gorged,  and  kidneys 
slightly  so ;  stomach  contained  a  good  deal  of  food,  and  colon 
was  full  of  a  dark-green,  pulpy  mass;  some  suffering  of  the 
mucous  membrane  at  cardiac  end  of  stomach,  supposed  to  be 
cadaveric ;  lungs  collapsed  on  opening  chest,  and  appeared 
healthy,  except  a  portion  of  upper  part  of  left  lung,  which  was 
deep  red  and  completely  solidified.  Heart  felt  firm,  both  auri- 
cles filled  with  firmly  coagulated  blood,  and  in  both  it  was  of 
the  same  dark  color ;  right  ventricle  quite  empty ;  left  contained 
only  a  small  clot  continuous  with  that  in  the  auricle. 

Another  rabbit  took  a  third  part  of  a  thin  extract,  made  from 
six  drachms  of  the  stalks,  at  9.30  a.  m.  It  had  had  no  food  for 
twenty-four  hours.  It  seemed  at  first  dull.  In  the  course  of 
an  hour  it  took  food,  and  then  seemed  quite  well,  hut  rather 
less  lively  than  before.  It  was  last  seen  at  4.30  p.m.,  and 
seemed  to  be  unharmed ;  yet  next  morning  at  9  a.  u.  it  was  found 
dead  and  quite  cold  and  stiff.  Post  mortem:  stomach  and 
colon  full  of  blood;  liver  very  much  gorged  with  blood,  and 
kidneys  slightly  so  ;  surfaces  of  abdominal  viscera  moist,  as  in 
the  former  cases  ;  lungs  collapsed  readily,  quite  healthy ;  heart 
contained  dark,  coagulated  blood  iu  both  auricles,  that  in  the 
left  being  quite  as  dark  and  somewhat  more  abundant  than  that 
in  the  right. 
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Mr.  Jftmes  Drummond  snys  of  it  that  the  finest  and  sti^ 
cattle  are  the  first  to  perieh  ;  breathing  becomeu  difficuli 
stagger,  fall,  and  die.     He  alao  gives  other  experiments 
are  not  quoted  here.     [Where  are  they  given?    E.  W.  '. 

Liana   of    La   Peca.       (From   Pharmaceutical   Journ 
Transactiona.     1847.    Vol.  VI.     p.  26.)    By  Dr.  W 

iltOD. 

Humboldt  gives  two  instances  of  its  action,  one  on  h 
his  bands  were  benumbed  by  friction  of  the  twigs  betw 
fiugers  ;  another  was  similarly  benumbed  by  absorption. 

Angelica  and  Sumbdl.  (From  Pharmaceutical  Joun 
Transactions.  1848.  Vol.  VII.  p.  546.)  Editori 
Sumbul  has  similar  effects  to  Angelica;  it  increai 
energy  of  the  digestive  organs  by  a  more  active  ab:jorpt 
a  more  ready  assimilation  of  the  chyle  into  blood.  It  i 
the  hsematose  functions,  increases  respiration  and  the  d 
ment  of  animal  heat,  accelerates  the  circulation  of  the 
the  assimilation,  aud  the  secretions. 


NOTES   ON   UTERINE  THERAPEUTICS. 

BT  K.   LDDLAH,  U.D. 

Pro/eMor  o/  JiBdalfery,  Hahnemann  Medical  College,  Chica^' 
IBeai  btfore  the  Brttiih  Horn.  Congreta,  June,  1S7G.] 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that,  in  the  treatment  of  the  o: 
diseases  of  women,  although  the  opportunity  for  obse 
by  the  medical  men  of  our  school  of  practice  has  bei 
extensive,  the  recorded  results  of  that  experience  are  co 
lively  limited.  We  represent  a  system  of  cure  that  is  b 
to  be.  especially  adapted  to  the  treatment  of  this  class 
orders,  and  notens  volens,  must  prescribe  for  them, 
fourths  of  a  century  has  elapsed  since  this  experime 
began.  In  that  interval  not  an  hour  has  passed  in  whic 
physician,  had  he  been  competent  and  so  disposed,  coi 
have  noted  a  clinical  fact  that  would  have  multipli 
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resources,  and  helped  to  develop  an  available  system  of  uterine 
therapeutics. 

I  apprehend  that  the  reasons  for  thin  singular  anomaly  in 
medical  literature  art)  worthy  of  consideration.  Why  is  it  that 
while  nearly  one  half  of  our  patients  are  women,  whose  diseases 
are  more  or  less  modified  by  the  crises  through  which  they  are 
constantly  passing,  not  one  page  in  a  hundred  ia  devoted  to 
their  clinical  history  7  And  among  the  records  that  have  been 
made  in  this  department,  why  has  so  small  a  proportion  of 
tbem  been  contributed  by  our  older  and  more  experienced 
practitioners?  How  shall  we  explain  the  fact  that  men  who 
have  achieved  results  which  have  made  tbem  famous  in  so  many 
families  have  gleaned  so  little  for  our  libraries? 

I.  Homoeopathy  and  gyntecology  are  both  of  them  compara- 
tively new.  In  the  remarkable  development  which  they  have 
undergone,  each  has  been  subject  to  a  peculiar  bias.  Those 
who  cultivated  the  former  very  naturally  and  very  fortunately 
devoted  their  attention  to  the  Materia  Medica,  while  those 
who  contributed  to  the  latter,  confined  their  researches  to  a 
limited  department  of  pathology.  Each  worked  his  vein  in 
his  own  way ;  but  neither  party  has  accomplished  what  their 
combined  labors  only  can  perfect. 

The  inference  is  a  just  one  that,  when  applied  to  the  treat- 
ment of  the  diseases  of  women,  our  therapeutical  resources  are 
incomplete  because  we  have  been  so  intently  and  so  exclusively' 
occupied  with  another  branch  of  medicine  as  practically  to 
have  overlooked  the  fact  that  a  new  and  kindred  specialty  has 
been  developed  meanwhile,  and  has  therefore  escaped  the  atten- 
tion which  it  merits  at  our  hands. 

The  growth  of  gyntecology  has  been  equally  one-sided. 
Uterine  diagnosis  and  uterine  surgery  are  rapidly  approaching 
perfection;  but  the  leadem  in  this  department  are  confessedly 
ignorant  of  uterine  therapeutics.  Practically,  they  know  aa  little 
of  the  adaptability  of  remedies  per  se,  and  of  their  curative 
capacity  within  the  range  of  this  speciality,  as  Hahnemann  did 
of  the  clinical  thermometer.  For  the  best  of  them  omit  all 
internal  medication,  or  nearly  so,  and  trust  exclusively  to 
empirical  expedients  of  various  kinds. 
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These  DDilateral  defects  are  obvious.  A  system  of  thera- 
peutics that  takes  little  or  no  co^izance  of  the  peculiar 
clinical  history  of  womnn  is  equally  imperfect  with  a  system 
of  gynfecology  that  rejects  our  provings  and  despises  the 
law  of  similars. 

Every  woman  who  is  to  survive  the  climacteric  must  wage  h 
■tiiirty  years'  warfare,  in  which  her  physical  experiences  will  be 
as  distinctive  as  they  are  dangerous.  And  it  would  be  unrea- 
Honable  to  suppose  that  nature  disregarded  this  fact  when  she 
endowed  our  dru^  with  their  curative  properties.  Although 
they  are  not  convertible,  each  of  these  branches,  therefore,  has 
its  counterpart  in  the  other. 

We  do  not  need  a  Materia  Medica  for  this  class  of  patients 
especially;  but  there  is  a  demand  for  such  a  modification, 
improvement,  and  adaptation  of  the  old  one  as  will  include  the 
whole  gamut  of  their  toxical  susceptibilities  through  puberty, 
menstrual  life,  pregnancy,  the  parturient  and  the  puerperal 
states,  lactation,  and  the  menopause.  Moreover,  it  is  requisite 
that  we  should  institute  provings  upon  women  who  have  first 
been  declared  by  competent  examination  to  be  healthy ;  that 
the  symptoms  gleaned  ehall  have  been  subjected  to  the  scrutiny 
of  experts  in  this  specialty ;  and  that  the  clinical  deductions 
drawn  from  the  use  of  these  drugs  shall  be  stami)ed  with  the 
authority  of  those  who  have  had  an  abundant  experience  in  their 
employment. 

It  may  answer  to  treat  our  domestic  animals  on  the  basis  of 
provings  that  were  made  upon  other  creatures,  and  to  come  as 
nearly  as  possible  to  curing  them  with  an  approximate  chart  of 
their  snaceptibility  to  drug-action,  and  it  may  be  allowed 
that  the  veterinary  surgeons  shall  arrange  and  adapt  a  Materia 
Medica  to  the  best  advantage  of  their  patients ;  but  I  submit 
that  a  Koman  deserves  better '  treatment  at  our  hands  than 
either  a  dog  or  a  horse. 

II.  I  t>eg  to  offer  another  thought  in  explanation  and  in 
extenuation  of  the  unfortunate  defect  referred  to.  Being  "  a 
new  departure "  in  medicine,  Homceopathy  must  first  pass 
throu^a  con^roverjna/ period.  And  whatever  doubts  we  may 
entertain  with  regard  to  the  waste  of  words  and  of  precious 
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time  in  further  support  of  a.  form  of  truth  that  ultimately  will 
prevail,  we  shall  agree  that  the  blood  of  the  martyrs  does  not 
coDtain  all  of  the  elements  of  growth  and  of  prosperity.  Our 
being  compelled  to  fight  fur  a  foothold  has  not  only  served  to 
drain  away  our  practical  energy  and  to  dwarf  our  productive 
capacity,  but  it  has  placed  us  and  kept  ua  in  an  attitude  of 
antagonism  with    the  claims  of  other  branches  of  medical 


Moreover,  in  view  of  the  diversity  of  our  gifts,  and  however 
skilful  and  successful  our  physicians  have  been  in  the  general 
practice,  it  is  manifest  that  only  a  small  proportion  of  them  are 
adapted  to  work  efficiently  in  the  department  of  Materia 
Medica.  The  consequence  is  that,  as  a  rule,  whenever  these 
gifted  persona  have  been  diverted  from  their  proper  function 
to  the  defence  of  our  doctrines,  the  dignity  and  value  of  our 
literature  have  suffered  in  a  corresponding  degree. 

And,  furthermore,  those  in  our  own  ranks  who  may  hare  had 
a  special  genius  for  the  study  of  uterine  therapeutics,  and  who 
might  have  given  us  the  fruit  of  their  labors,  have  been  pre- 
vented, discouraged,  and  kept  in  the  background  by  the  smoke 
and  din  of  the  conflict.  And  what  is  true  of  this  branch  is  true 
of  all.  Indeed,  with  noteworthy  exceptions,  the  remark  is 
equally  applicable  to  the  literature  of  separate  diseases  of  what- 
ever kind. 

To  attempt  a  verification  of  these  facts  would  be  to  reflect 
upon  the  intelligence  of  this  honorable  body.  If  our  literature 
is  not  so  practical  and  creditable  as  we  could  have  desired,  it 
behooves  us  to  recognize  and  to  remedy  its  defects.  If  its  first 
period  has  been  of  necessity  controversial,  its  second  should  be 
clinical  and  demonstrative.  If  we  would  condense  our  records 
to  "  the  posterity  point,"  we  raust  bring  a  larger  share  of  the 
gleanings  of  actual,  varied, 'and  intelligent  professional  experi- 
ence into  view  and  into  use. 

III.  Most  of  our  knowledge  of  subjects  connected  with  this 
diseases  of  women  is  derived  from  researches  that  have  been 
made  within  the  period  of  the  present  generation.  Ovarian 
physiology  and  pathology ;  the  whole  philosophy  of  iiterin,e 
lesions,  whether  acute  or  chronic,  direct  or  remote;  the  con- 
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tingcncies  of  pregnancy  and  of  childbed;  and  the  etiology  and 
differentinl  diagnosis  of  the  puerperal  diseases,  have  been 
studied  as  they  never  were  before.  The  increased  meaas  of 
physical  exploration,  the  disclosures  of  the  sound  and  of  the 
scalpel,  the  revelations  of  the  microscope,  the  results  of  hygi- 
enic prophylaxis  applied  to  this  specialty,  and  the  remarkable 
contributions  of  the  clinical  thermometer  and  the  aspirator  are 
not  to  he  despised. 

A  few  years  ago  meteorology  and  botftny  were  studied  sep- 
arately; it  was  not  even  supposed  that  they  had  any  especial 
relation  to  each  other;  in  our  day  their  onion  has  furnished 
the  practical  and  indispensable  science  of  botanical  geography. 

It  is  said  that  the  best  quality  of  steel  is  made  from  a  com- 
binatioB  of  several  different  kinds  of  iron,  which  have  been 
brought  from  as  many  diBerent  countries.  Certain  it  is  that  a 
bundle  of  wires  will  sustain  a  bridge  which  no  single  bar  of  iron, 
however  large  it  may  be, /vviH  support. 

There  is  little  doubt  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  all  phy- 
sicians should  avail  themselves  of  whatever  improvements  have 
been  made,  or  are  making,  in  the  realm  of  medicine  and  of 
surgery.  If  our  friends  on  the  other  side  of  the  fence,  or 
rather  in  the  next  field,  pay  us  the  compliment,  and  are  pleased 
to  adopt  or  to  adapt  the  whole  or  any  part  of  our  Materia 
Medica  (with  or  without  acknowledgment),  it  shows  that  they 
are  progressive.  We  have  no  exclusive  claim  upon  the  writ- 
ings of  Hahnemann,  of  Hering,  of  Hughes,  or  Dunham,  of  Hale, 
or  of  other  eminent  workers  in  that  department.  If  we  make  a 
good  wire,  and  they  want  it  to  help  humanity  over  the  rapids, 
iet  them  have  it;  and  if  they  can  furnish  us  one  in  exchange, 
let  tu  take  it  and  use  it  properly. 

Because  we  accept  the. pathological  views  of  Rokltansky  or 
of  Tilt  on  ovarian  In'itation  and  inflammation ;  or  those  of  Scan- 
zoni  or  of  Gallard  on  sub-acute  metritis  ;  the  ideas  of  Bernutz 
on  inflammation  and  abscess  of  the  broad  ligament;  of  Thomas 
on  areolar  hyperplasia  of  the  uterine  cervix;  or  of  Hervieux  or 
of  Barker  ou  the  puerperal  diseases,  it  does  not  follow  that  we 
are  committed  or  restricted  to  their  clumsy  therupoutics.  An 
intelligent  idea  of  the  disease  tjiat  is  to  be  cured  is  fundamental, 

VCL.  XI      HO.  o.  fi 


(>6  THB   NEW  ENGLAND  HEDICAL   GAZETTE.  [Feb. 

even  althoagb  it  does  not  and  csd  not  furntah  an  exclusive  basis 
for  the  selectiou  of  a  remedy.  By  keeping  these  cardinal  views 
in  mind,  teuting  them  cautiously,  and  confirming  them  in  our 
own  observation,  wo  shall  be  able  to  place  a  fixed  and  detet^ 
minatd  value  upon  our  curative  resources,  to  do  more  good  to 
our  own  patients,  and  to  help  those  who  shall  come  after  us. 

It  is  undoubtedly  true  that  such  lesions  have  sometimes  been 
cured  unwittingly ;  for  under  certain  conditions,  a  medicine 
may  act  more  dircctlys  and  more  faithfully  too,  than  the  doctor 
himself.  But  where  ia  the  record  of  this  experience,  and  what 
is  it  worth,  if  it  is  not  seasoned  with  a  discriminating  knowledge 
of  cause  and  effect  7  Unless  it  is  based  upon  a  proper  and  thor- 
ough appreciation  of  all  the  points  involved,  such  an  experience 
brings  little  or  nothing  into  the  store-bouse,  and  will  only  crip- 
ple our  literature. 

Indeed,  in  gyntecology  the  sources  of  fallacy  are  more 
numerous  than  our  well-authenticated  clinical  facta;  and  su 
long  as  a  majority  of  the  symptoms  of  uterine  and  ovarian  dis- 
ease are  remote,  reflex,  symptomatic,  and  sexual,  without  being 
objective  and  intra-pelvic,  it  can  hardly  be  otherwise.  It  would 
come  within  the  province  of  uterine  therapeutics  to  weigh  and 
establish  the  significauce  of  these  individual  aymptome,  both  as 
they  relate  to  the  disease  in  question  and  to  ita  remedy ;  and 
what  is  more,  such  a  system  would  consider  the  modifying  influ- 
ences of  the  menstrual  cycle,  of  each  and  all  the  crises  peculiar 
to  women,  and  especially  of  the  hysterical  diathesis. 

ly.  The  proper  management  of  these  diseai^es  ia,  therefore, 
vety  difficult,  and  should  not  be  dismissed  without  careful  con- 
sideration. With  due  deference  to  those  who  confide  implicitly 
in  what  are  called  the  "key-note"  or  "characteristic"  indica- 
tions for  our  remedies,  I  fail  to  see  how  these  indications  can 
be  made  to  cover  so  wide  a  range  of  morbid  possibilities  as  are 
included  in  the  diseases  of  women.  The  truth  appears  to  be 
that  while  there  are  ao  few  pathognomonic  signs  of  disease,  there 
are  just  as  few  really  charaderiatio  symptoms  of  drug-action. 
And  I  apprehend  that  a  forced  extension  of  the  meaning  of 
either  of  these  classes  of  symptoms  (which  are  the  natural  and 
necessary  counterparts  of  each  other)  is  impracticable  and  mis- 
chievous. 
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To  limit  the  mnge  of  iodication  of  such  s  remedy  as  Apis 
Mellifica  in  ovaritis  and  cellulitis,  to  one,  two,  three,  or  even 
to  ten  symptoms,  would  be  an  injustice  to  the  women  of  this  or 
of  any  other  community.  And  so  likewise  of  Calcarea  Orb.,  ot 
Sepia,  Belladonna,  Iguatia,  Alumina,  Helonine,  GeUeminum, 
and  of  all  the  uterine  polychreats.  Such  a  restriction  of  their 
employment  would  narrow  the  range  of  their  application ;  for 
'WO  might  be  called  apon  to  treat  a  great  many  cases  of  leu- 
corrhoea,  for  example,  before  we  could  match  one  of  the  uuitied, 
isolated  key-note  (shall  I  not  say  arbitrary  7)  symptoms  which 
are  said  to  iadicate  these  invaluable,  every-day  remedies. 

And  besides,  looking  towards  the  past,  when  a  cathartic,  an 
emetic,  or  venesection  covered  all  the  requirements  of  practical 
medicine  upon  a  single  indication,  this  plan  of  prescribing  puts 
an  extinguisher  on  the  further  development  of  special  therapeu- 
tics, at  least  in  eo  far  as  the  old  remedies  are  concerned. 

It  certainly  is  desirable  to  know  upon  what  data  we  may  rely, 
and  to  be  able  to  select  our  drugs  from  among  those  symptoms, 
whether  pathogenetic  or  clinical,  which  are  trustworthy.  In  no 
department  of  the  practice  is  this  end  more  desirable  than  in 
the  treatment  of  the  diseases  of  women.  But  in  perfecting  our 
special  therapeutics,  we  should  proceed  very  cautiously,  and 
with  a  full  recognition  of  the  possibility  of  finding  newer  and 
more  valuable  treasures  than  have  yet  been  discovered  ia  the 
Materia  Medica.  For  we  may  depend  upon  it  that,  as  the  study 
of  pathology  develops  from  the  geoeral  to  the  special  (which  is 
inevitable,  if  it  continues  to  gntw)  ;  and  as  this  branch  is  raised 
to  the  dignity  of  a  separate  science  and  pursuit  (which  is  already 
more  than  half  accomplished),  the  demand  for  a  thorough  and 
complete  record  of  drug-symptoms  will  be  much  gre^iter  than  it 
is  now.  In  this  view  I  hait  the  good  work  of  my  American 
brother  Allen. 

y.  With  the  reaction  that  is  setting  in  against  an  exclusive 
reliance  upon  the  more  popular  resources  of  uterine  surgery,  we 
should  be  careful  not  to  "  lose  our  heads,"  and  go  to  the  opposite 
extreme  of  theory  and  practice.  For  even  in  the  light  of  the 
brilliant  results  that  have  already  been  obtained  by  internal  nod 
local  treatment,  it  is  unquestionably  true  that  certain  diseases 
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of  the  female  organs  will  always  require  to  be  treated  by  man- 
ual operation.  We  may  perhaps  lessen  the  number  of  these 
diseases,  but  there  will  yet  remain  those  which  will  demand  a 
resort  to  the  knife  and  its  accessories. 

That  the  general  profession  will  one  day,  and  very  soon, 
concede  and  decide  that  the  cauterization  of  the  neck  of  the 
womb  for  ulceration  is  quite  as  indefensible  and  harmful  as  the 
cauterization  of  the  throat  and  larynx  in  diphtheria,  I  havo  no 
doubt.  In  the  study  of  uterine  lesions,  we  are  learning  that 
its  disorders  of  place  most  frequently  depend  npon  avoidable 
causes,  and  that  they  are  more  amenable  to  proper  internal  and 
hygienic  than  to  mechanical  treatment.  As  a  consequence  of 
this  increased  knowledge  and  experience  (but  not  of  prejudice 
or  abuse) ,  the  pessary  bids  fair  to  become  as  extinct  as  the 
dpdo.  In  fact,  it  never  was  anything  but  a  crutch,  and  yet  I 
fancy  that  we  are  not  quite  ready  to  throw  it  away. 

The  success  of  Homoeopathy  in  the  treatment  of  the  diseases 
that  are  iucldent  to  the  puerperal  period  in  acknowledged  by 
every  one  who  is  acquainted  with  the  subject.  And  bearing  in 
mind  the  remarkable  analogy  between  these  conditions  and  those 
of  surgical  fever,  so  well  portrayed  by  the  late  Prof.  Simp- 
son, it  is  obvious  that  this  system  of  cure  shoulct  be  equally 
useful  in  the  after-treatment  of  cases  o{  gyntecological  surgery ; 
and  BO  it  is. 

Upon  this  part  of  my  subject  there  is  great  danger  of  an  excess 
of  enthusiasm.  Our  achievements  in  this  line  are  comparatively 
new  and  fresh  ;  for  it  is  but  a  few  years  since  we  began  to  do 
for  ourselves  the  more  serious  work  that  pertains  to  this  depart- 
ment of  surgery.  But  experience  already  warrants  ns  in  believ- 
ing and  in  teaching  that  the  risks  and  calamities  of  ovariotomy, 
and  of  kindred  operations,  have  been  greatly  lessened,  and  will 
be  still  more  decidedly  reduced  in  the  future  by  the  proper 
employment  of  our  remedies  in  their  after-treatment. 

The  rivalry  for  success  among  eminent  gyniecologists  baa 
hinged  upon  all  sorts  of  expedients,  of  experiments,  and  of 
improvements  in  the  mode  of  operation  ;  and  the  outcome  has 
been  productive  of  the  happiest  results.  The  rate  of  mortality 
has  already  been  reduced  to  a  figure  which  is  comparatively 
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low ;  and  all  that  ie  lackiDg  is  to  bring  the  resources  of  our 
tiierapeia  to  bear  in  a  rational  way  upon  the  prevention  and 
cure  of  the  ills  that  more  especially  beset  these  cases  after  the 
operation  has  been  concluded. 


THE  SCIENTIFIC  ASPECT  OF  HOMCEOPATHT. 

ADDRESS  DELITBRED  BT  DR.  SOEflE  AT  THE  FOBIT-THIRD  HEKTINO  Of 
THE  HOHCEOPATHTC  CBNTRAL  SOCIETT  Or  OEEMANX,  HELD  IN  BKBUM 
AUOOST    9  AND  10,    1875. 

At  the  end  of  the  last  and  the  beginning  of  the  present  cen- 
tury the  Brunonfan  theory  oC  stimuli  ruled  in  the  medical 
^orld.  Life  was  represented  as  being  entirely  dependent  upon 
external  stimuli.  The  origin  of  diseases  was  said  to  lie  either 
in  weakness  (asthenia)  or  in  an  increased  power  of  reaction  in 
the  organism  (stbenia).  Asthenia  was  regarded  as  the  more 
common  cause ;  hence  by  far  the  largest  part  of  the  sick  were 
treated  with  opium,  camphor,  aud  strong  spirituous  liquors. 

Many  thousand  small-pox  and  scarlel^fever  patients  died  in 
consequence  of  this  tbeory. 

A  variety  of  the  Brunonian  theory  was  that  of  irritation  and 
counter-irritation^  defended  especiully  by  Rasori  and  others 
in  Italy.  These  men  thought  that  superabundance  of  vital 
euergj-  and  supersensitive  irritability  gave  nourishment  to 
moat  diseases,  and  sccordhigly  treated  nearly  all  with  co- 
pious blood-letting  and  large  doses  of.  medicine,  for  example 
Annenic,  which  until  then  were  entirely  unheard  of.  Thou- 
sands of  patients  died  from  the  violence  of  these  methods. 

The  school  of  Natural  Fhilesophy,  which  began  in  Germany, 
through  F.  v.  ScfaelUng,  devoted  itself  to  the  most  thorough  study 
of  the  essence  of  life.  It  asserted  that  disturbances  in  elec- 
tricity,'  magnetism,  and  cbemism  were  the  cause  of  many  dis- 
eases, that  in  certain  oases,  too  much  or  too  little  oxygen, 
hydrogen,  or  carbon  is  present,  and  founded  its  treatment 
upon  these  ideas.  This  school  naturally  found  nothing  useful 
for  the  cure  of  the  sick,  but  spent  its  energies  in  unproven  and 
useless  suppositions. 

At  this  time  of  the  most  arrogant  theories  came  Hahnemann 
with  the  following  teaching:  We  can  recognize  notbjug  of 
the  nature  of  disease  except  its  outward  manifestations,  tbo 
symptoms;  these  we  must  carefully  seek  in  order  that  our 
efforts  to  cure  may  be  guided  by  them.     With  this  teach- 
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ing,  HahDemann  directed  phyeiciana  back  to  the  path  of  nat- 
ural science,  to  carerul  und  unprejudiced  observation ;  in  this 
way  he  banished  all  suppuMtion  on  the  nature  ot'  dit^etise.  This 
teaehing  of  Hahnemann  must  be  regarded  as  au  extraordinary 
advance  beyond  the  other  doctrines  of  disease. 

A  second  claim  of  Hahnemann's  was  that  the  medicines 
must  be  proved  upon  tbe  healthy  ;  in  this  direction  the  cele- 
brated Baron  Stoerck  (Vienna,  1762J  had  already  preceded  him. 
In  order  to  satisfy  this  demand,  .Hahnemann  and  bis  pupils 
worked  very  diligently.  He  was  f'ollitwed  in  1826  by  Prof. 
Joerg  in  Leipzig;  and  Schroff  and  his  pupils  have  obtained 
important  results  in  Vienna  in  Inter  ^imes. 

In  the  third  place,  Hahnemann  taught:  Choose,  in  order  to 
cure  well,  a  remedy  which  in  the  healthy  body  produces  symp- 
toms as  like  as  possible  to  thoii^e  of  the  case  of  disease  to  be 
cured.  This  seutence  teaches  the  curing  according  to  "Similia 
similibus  "  and  founded  Homoeopathy,  of  which  it  is  even  to-day 
the  corner-slooe,  with  a  signification  much  changed  and  im- 
proved. 

Tbe  foundations  of  this  axiom  of  cure  have  gradually  be- 
come essentially  changed.  By  the  methods  uf  physical  cxanii- 
uatioo  we  obtain  a  much  more  intimate  knowledge  of  diseusfs 
in  many  cases ;  pathological  anatomy  has  often  shown  the  origi- 
nal  seat  uf  tbe  disease,  the  hearth  as  it  were ;  in  examination  of 
the  sick,  we  now  endeavor  to  find  not  only  the  organs  prima- 
rily diseased,  but  also  the  other  organs  and  tissues  affected,  and 
strive  to  ascertain  the  nature  of  the  changes. 

Homoeopathic  physicians  follow  these  investigations  gladly ; 
we  utilize  the  results  of  them  in  our  proviags  vf  drugs  and  at 
the  bedside. 

As  a  proof  of  this,  I  may  mention  the  provings  of  Aconite, 
Argentum  nitricum,  Bryonia,  and  Colocyuth  by  the  homceu- 
pathic  physicians  of  Vienna,  alto  the  provings  of  Digitalis  by 
Baehr,  of  Hanover,  and  those  of  Phosphorus  ;  all  these  stand  on 
the  basis  of  pathological  anatomy  and  the  physical  knowledge 
of  disease.  The  provings  of  Joerg  and  8toerck  we  gratefully 
use  according  to  the  axiom  "Similia  similibus."  For  our  treat- 
ment at  tbe  fiick-bod,  I  recommend  the  Iborougfaly  scientitio 
work  of  Kafka,  "Homceopathic  Therapie  on  the  Basis  of  the 
Physiological  School,  "  r.ud  that  of  Baehr,  "Therapie  according 
to  the  Principles  of  Honiceopalhy."  We  no  longer  seek  for 
the  complete  agreement  of  the  symptoms  in  order  lo  uatablisb 
tbe  similarity  of  the  drug  disease  to  that  to  be  cured. 

Following  the  advance  in  pathology,  we  demand  that  the 
remedy  afiect  iu  the  healthy  body  tbe  same  orgau  as  that  which 
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is  disensed ;  we  demnnd  that  the  same  parts  of  the  organ  be 
disturbed,  aod  compare  the  peculiar  aymptoms  of  the  case  of 
disease  with  the  special  phenomena  which  appear  during  the 
proving  of  the  drug  upon  the  healthy  system. 

A  few  examples  by  way  of  explanation  :  Mercury  produces, 
in  large  and  poisonous  doses,  swelling  (hyperplasia)  of  the  liver, 
increaned  secretion  of  bile,  and  copious  perspiration.  Accord- 
ingly Mercury  is  for  us  a  great  liver  remedy,  but  it  is  suit- 
able only  when  enlargement  of  the  liver  is  present,  not  from 
fat  but  from  the  superabundant  formation  of  hepatic  cells, 
whea  there  is  an  abundant  produbtiou  of  bile  and  a  tendency 
to  copious  perspiration.  Mercury  is  not  auitjiblo  for  ^e  so- 
called  nutmeg  liver,  dependent  upon  blood  stusis  in  conse- 
quence of  valvular  insufficiency  in  the  left  heart.  Cheliclonium 
decreases  the  activity  of  the  hepatic  cells  in  tho  healthy  body, 
recognizable  by  the  gray  color  of  the  fteces  with  slight  coloration 
of  the  urine,  while  at  the  same  time  yellowness  of  the  sl^in  and 
sclerotic  is  wanting.  This  same  condition,  which  is  often  found 
in  diseases  of  the  liver,  is  frequently  cured  by  Chelidonium, 
The  venerable  Rademacher  referred  to  this  curative  power  with- 
out knowing  the  effect  of  Chelidonium  upon  the  healthy  body, 
which  Buchmann  discovered.  Diseases  of  the  peritonea)  cover- 
ing of  the  liver  aro  often  cured  by  Bryonia. 

From  the  many  cases  of  poisoning,  it  is  known  by  the 
aid  of  the  microncope  that  Phosphorus  quickly  produces  a 
marked  degeneration  of  the  heart  muscle;  hence  Phosphorus 
is  for  us  a  great  remedy  in  the  frequent  fatty  degeneration  and 
destruction  of  the  muscular  fibres  of  the  heart ;  in  the  simple 
fattening  of  the  heart,  on  the  contrary,  in  which  great  quanti- 
ties of  fat  lies  about  the  heart  and  between  the  fibres  of  the 
h(>art  muscle  without  destruction  of  the  muscular  fibrils. 
Phosphorus  is  much  less  suitable  ;  here  we  give,  according  to 
Kafka,  Aurium  Muriaticum.  We  recognize  aud  distinguish 
both  conditions  by  all  the  means  whicli  modern  pathology 
offers.  ' 

We  find  by  the  microscope  that  the  urine  of  a  man  who 
complains  of  great  pain  contains  fresh,  undecomposed  blood- 
cella  but  no  tube-casts  ;  here  we  give  Cantharis.  In  inflamma- 
tion of  the  kidneys,  which  is  demonstrated  under  the  micro- 
scope by  an  abundance  of  tube-casts  in  tht)  urine,  but  no 
blood-cells,  we  give  Hepar  8ulph. 

These  examples,  which  I  might  easily  multiply,  may  suffice 
to  show  bow  we  apply  in  practice  the  principle  "Similia 
aimilibus"  in  a  purely  scientific  manner. 

It  id  objected  by  uur  opponents  that,  ut  first  glance,  we 
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might  expect  ooly  aggraratiou  from  our  eimile.  This  glance  is 
certainly  only  very  superficial.  We  hare  only  (o  consider  that 
the  specific  remedy  meets  with  entirely  different  conditions  of 
life  in  the  diseased  organ  from  those  in  the  healthy ;  but  that  tt 
works  Guratively  we  know  by  a  ihdusand-fold  experience,  and 
this  remains,  after  all,  the  best  teacher  of  healing.  Hence,  I 
propose  to  our  opponents  some  simple  experiments. 

We  give  for  acute  catarrh  of  the  stomach,  with  Tomiting  and 
purging,  very  small  doses  of  Ipecac;  for  watery,  green  dis- 
charges, with  little  pain,  small  doses  of  Calomel;  the  green- 
ness of  the  stools  after  large  doses  of  Calomel  is  due,  not 
merely  to  the  presence  of  some  salt  of  Mercury,  but  also  to  ao 
increased  secretion  of  bile ;  for  severe,  painful  diarrhoea,  acuta 
as  well  as  chronic,  accompanied  with  much  thirst,  ArKenic  ia 
often  a  valuable  remedy,  in  small  doses,  of  course;  for  ner- 
vous sleeplessness,  with  great  restlessness,  Coffea  Cruda,  first 
attenuation,  ie  frequently  of  service ;  against  threatened  abor- 
tion. We  give  small  doses  of  Ergot;  for  ovaritis,  Sabine;  for 
inflammation  of  the  large  intestine,  or  dysentery,  Merc.  Corr.; 
for  severe  and  persistent,  tearing  tooth-ache,  with  heat  in  the 
face.  Aconite;  for  severe,  paroxysmal  tooth-ache,  worse  at 
night,  Cham.,  etc.  etc. 

If  the  gentlemen  disregard  my  recommendation  of  "  Similia 
siniilihuB,"  let  them  listen  to  what  the  famous  Prof.  Stoerck, 
in  1762,  said  of  Stramonium:  "AH  authors  claim  that  Stra- 
monium confuses  the  intellect,  produces  insanity,  destroys  the 
mind  and  memory,  produces  cramps,  etc.  Hence,  I  asked 
Diyself  the  question,  If  Stramonium  produces  insanity  in  the 
healthy  hy  confusing  the  intellect,  are  we  not  at  liberty  to 
ascertain  by  experiment  whether  it  will  restore  the  intellect  in 
those  who  are  insane  or  weak-miuded  by  distracting  and  chan- 
ging the  thoughts  and  emotions,  and  whether  it  will  remove 
cramp  from  those  suffering  with  it  by  an  antagonistic  dis- 
turbance?" This  idea  was  far-fetched,  and  yet  it  is  not  with- 
out a  happy  result. 

But  Hippocrates,  our  master,  declared  more  than  two  thou- 
sand years  ago,  in  bis  book  vepi' roiruv  tuv  xdra  avSpuirov:  "Another 
niethod'is  this :  hy  certain  things  a  disease  is  induced,  if  similar 
things  are  employed,  the  sick  become  well.  That  which  will 
produce  strangury  will  cure  it;  so  with  a  cough ;  it  is  produced 
and  cured  by  the  same  agents." 

The  efficacy  of  our  small  doses  is  most  disputed ;  its 
explanation  agrees  exactly  with  the  intimate  relation  which 
certain  substances  bear  to  definite  localities  of  the  organism. 
The  great  Paracelsus  taught  more  than  two  hundred  years  ago 
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that  every  pnrt  of  the  human  body  hns  its  atrnplicia;  but  he 
and  bJB  pupils  fell  under  the  ban  of  the  doniinant  schoola,  aud 
cnnsequently  into  obliTion,  Rademacher,  in  the  early  part  of 
this  century,  brought  from  obliTJOD  the  doctrine  of  the  old 
alchemists,  and  proved  by  large  experience  the  truth  of  his 
orgHDopathy,  his  liver,  i-plecn,  kidney,  brain  remedies,  etc. 
He  also  fell  under  the  cnrse  of  the  nniveraity  teachers,  but  found 
mauy  adberents  among  practising  physicians.  At  last,  withio 
about  twenty  years,  by  poisoning  animals,  we  have  come  to  rec- 
oguize  the  fact  that  there  are  specific  organ  remedies.  With 
pre&t  ingenuity,  Kfilliker,  van  Praag,  snd  others  have  sought  out 
the  oi^ans  upon  which  the  different  poisons  acl ;  unfortunately 
the  provings  upon  healthy  men  are  still  wanting.  We  epeak 
now  of  "specific  affinities,"  and  mean  the  intimate  relation  of 
different  poisons  to  special  parts  of  the  animal  body  ;  we  are 
continually  finding. more  of  these  affiuitiea,  and  at  the  same 
time  we  are  learning  that  very  small  doses  are  often  sufficient 
to  produce  extraordinary  effects. 

Prof.  Kelliker,  of  Wttrzburg,  introduced  beneath  the  skin  of 
a  large  frog  one  ten  thousandth  part  of  a  gram  of  Woorara, 
the  Indian  arrow-poison,  and  saw  that  it  produced  in  the  ani- 
mal complete  and  general  paralysis.  The  same  experimenter 
has  proved  that  Woorara  paralyzes  the  extremities  of  motor 
oerves.  Many  thousand  such  nerve  extremities  are  present  in 
a  single  leg  of  a  frog ;  an  atom  only  of  Woorara  must  have 
been  sufGcicnt,  in  the  experiment  mentioned  above,  to  paralyze 
a  leg,  and  much  less  will  render  a  muscle  useless. 

The  active  principle  of  Woorara  (Woorarin)  has  lately 
been  obtained.  Of  this,  the  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousandth 
part  of  a  gram  is  enough  to  produce  complete  paralysis  of 
both  hind  legs  of  a  frog;  one  and  one  half  milligrams  will 
kill  a  large  dog. 

Christisou  affirms  that  he  has  killed  a  dog  in  a  few  moments 
by  injecting  one  one  hundredth  part  of  a  gram  of  Strychnine 
into  the  thoracic  cavity,  and  that  he  is  convinced  that  one 
thirty-second  part  of  a  gram  ia  sufficient,  if  introduced  into  a 
wound,  to  deprive  a  man  of  life  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  with 
the  severest  symptoms  of  tetanus. 

One  drop  of  fresh  Anhydrous  Pnissic  Acid  is  enough,  if 
introduced  into  a  recent  wound,  to  kill  a  large  animal  or  a 
man  in  a  few  moments,  by  paralysis  of  the  heart. 

A  fbw  more  examples,  which  can  be  easily  proved;  Schroff, 
of  Vienua,  introduced  into  the  eye  of  a  titiidcut  one  thirty 
thousandth  part  of  a  gram  of  Atropine  iu  solutiou ;  tbrty  min- 
utes atter,  only  a  narrow  strip  of  the  iris  was  to  be  seen  ;  the 
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dilatation  of  the  pupil  lasted  forty-eight  hourafthe  accompuny- 
iug  weak-uightedneiis,  from  a  special  effect  on  the  optic  oerre, 
lasted  four  or  five  days. 

Inhnlatiou  of  the  Nitrite  of  Amyl  produces  in  a  few  mo- 
meats  a  most  violent  rush  of  blood  to  the  head,  with  heat  and 
redneea  of  the  face,  drowsiness,  and  vertigo.  These  rapid 
results  are  explained  by  a  paralyzing  effect  ou  the  great  sym- 
patbetic. 

So  in  health  we  find  proofs  that  it  is  not  the  quantity  of  the 
exciting  agent  which  produces  great  results,,  but  the  inner 
force,  the  power  of  disturbance  which  is  communicated  even 
by  the  smallest  dosett. 

Arnold,  following  Spallanzoni's  example,  attenuated  frogs' 
semen  to  the  sixth  decimttl,  and  found  that  troga'  eggs  became 
impregnated  even  from  that,  and  further)  that  it  only  required 
a  few  spermatozoa  to  produce  new  life. 

By  all  these  facts,  the  effect  upon  the  healthy  organism  of 
very  small  doses  of  specltic  subsCancea  is  proved ;  but  the 
sensitiveness  of  diseased  organs  is  often  much  greater  (I  will 
only  cite  the  great  seositiveness  of  the  eye  to  light,  in  iritis), 
so  that  we  can  only  wonder  that  any  one  doubts  the  efficacy  of 
our  remedies  when  exhibited  in  the  third  or  sixth  attenuation  ; 
with  this,  we  do  not  forget  that  the  power  of  reaction  in 
diseased  organs  may  be  lessened;  naturally  we  give  them 
stronger  doses,  even  down  to  the  tincture,  for  individualizing, 
even  in  the  dose,  is  one  of  our  essential  principles. 

Our  opponents  eay,  You  do  not  stop  at  the  sixth  decimal; 
you  teach  attenuatiug  to  the  twentieth  or  thirtieth.  We  answer : 
The  use  of  such  high  attenuations  and  the  potency  theory  of 
Hahnemann  ar^  nut  essential  principles  of  the  Homoeopathy  of 
to-day;  there  arc,  on  the  contrary,  many  of  us  —  to  which 
number  I  belong  —  who  employ  almost  exclusively  the  lower 
attenuations ;  but  I  by  no  means  dare  to  affirm  that  higher 
attenuations  than  I  use  are  ineffective ;  here  is  another  point 
which  can  he  decided  only  by  experience  at  the  sick-bed  and 
by  careful  observation. 

To  the  question  of  the  possibility  of  this  effect,  I  answer. 
That  which  is  effective  and  that  wiiich  is  actually  observed 
must  therefore  be  possible. 

The  hoK  of  the  action  of  such  small  doses,  X  do  not  venture 
to  explain,  but  there  are  many  facts  which  cannot  he  explained. 
Allow  me  to  ofler  a  very  common  example  :  the  magnet attructs 
to  itself  a  steel  needle,  but  what  thread  draws  the  needle? 

However,  there  are  some  analogies  by  which  the  method  of 
action  may  be  made  in  some  degree  intelligible.  Many  sub- 
stances evidently  act  by  mere  contact,  without  even  undergoing 
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a  cbemjcal  c-hRnge  ;  we  call  this  Hort  of  action  catalysis.  SuU 
phurio  acid,  for  example,  changes  starch  into  dextrine  and 
Hiigar  without  being  itself  in  the  least  changed  or  coneunied. 
Tbe  Woorarin  abuve  mentioned  is  excreted  unchanged  in  the 
urine  of  tbe  animals  poisoned  by  it,  and  this  urine  is  in  turn 
capable  of  poisoning  other  animals.  Also  an  organ  may  be  put 
into  extraordinary  activity,  through  the  spinal  cord  by  meand 
of  so-called  reflex  action,  from  irritation  applied  at  ft  distant 
poiut.  Tickling  the  roof  of  the  mouth  with  a  feather  may 
produce  vomiting.  The  reflex  action  of  the  spinal  cord  may 
be  much  increased  lu  sickness;  in  this  way  we  may  find  an 
explauatioD  of  the  manner  in  which  the  irritation  of  the  extrem- 
ities of  a  few  aeusitive  nerve-fibres,  by  a  suitable  remedy,  may 
pniduce  extraordinary  phenomena. 

Hitzig  has  found  that  single  points  of  the  surface  of  the 
brain,  no  larger  than  the  bead  of  a  pin,  have  control  over 
entire  groups  of  muscles ;  a  very  weak  galvanic  current  which 
is  scarcely  felt  upon  the  tongue  is  sufficient  to  produce  very 
energetic  contractions  of  the  muscles  of  the  arm,  on  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  body.  By  the  influence  on  these  points  of  the 
brain  may  bo  explained  tbe  cure*  of  toothache  by  small  doses 
of  Belladonna. 

No  man  has  a  right  to  prejudge  our  small  doses.  Let  them 
convince  themselves  by  exact  experiments  under  our  direction. 
They  coDdemn  our  method  of  cure,  although  we  have  a  very  rich 
literature  ;  to  be  called  rich,  especially  as  we  are  alt  practising 
physiciaos  who  for  the  most  part  have  plenty  to  do  and  yet 
must  take  time  to  prove  medicines  and  record  our  experiences 
at  the  sick-bed. 

Homoeopathy  is  called  unscientific.  I  believe  I  have  proved 
that  thid  charge  is  false ;  if  I  should  examine  the  scientific 
aspect  of  allopathic  therapy,  I  might  say  a  great  deal.  One 
trifling  example  in  conclusion :  One  of  the  practising  physt- 
cisDs  in  this  place,  whose  name  is  widely  known,  one  of  our 
bitterest  enemies,  prescribes  the  following  recipe  for  paiu  in 
stomach :  — 
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Magisterium  Bismuth!      . 

3iij 

Pulv.  Khei 

Sjss 

Ext.  Nuc.  vom  aquos 

Kxtract.  aloes  aa  9  ss      . 

Extract.  BclladounEe 

grvj 

01.  Mentha 

quit  V 

Extract.  Trifolii  fibrini    . 

qs 

ut  f.  pilul. 

2-3  pilul. 

ter  die. 
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I  ask,  without  further  corameat,  Where  is  the  science  here? 
No  more  of  this.    To-dny,  I  am  merely  on  the  defeo^ive  ;  the 
next  time  I  shall  act  on  the  offeusive. 
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AN  ADDRESS  ON  THE  ORIGIN,  CHARACTER,  AND  CON- 
SEQUENCES OF  PROFESSIONAL  OPPOSITION  TO  HO- 
MCEOPATHY  IN  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Drllvered  at  the  Annual  Ateemblg  of  the  BritiA  BomiwjMahU  Boetetf,  June 
24,  18TS. 

BY  ALFRED  C.  POPE,  TICE-PRESIDBNT  OF  THB  SOCIETT. 

[Concluded.] 

The  nihilistic  view  of  Homoeopathy,  whence  came  the  expectant 
method,  has  been  clinically  proved  to  be  untenable.  It  was  a  mere 
hypothesis,  and,  however  ptausible  at  first  sight,  would  not  bear  the 
test  of  experience. 

Out  of  ilie  ashes  of  expectancy  arose  a  revival  of  faith  in  the  bene* 
ficial  action  of  drugs.  A  numbpr  of  earnest  and  highly  cultivated 
English  pliysicians  determined  on  making  it  clear  that  in  some  way 
or  other  drngs  could  be  rendered  helpfid  in  the  cnre  of  disease.  New 
medicines,  new  preparations  of  old  ones,  'and  new  methods  of  adoiin- 
istralion,  were  introduced  to  the  profession.  By  the  relief  of  pain  and 
toning  of  tiie  system  it  was  sought  tA  conduct  a  patient  through  bis 
illness.  These  ends  it  was  thought  drugs  could  accomplish  at  any 
rale.  Narcotics  and  stimulants  were  freely  used.  Their  ultimate 
disadvantnges  were  obscured  by  the  temporary  relief  they  afforded. 

That  the  action  of  drugs  mi^ht  he  more  fully  understood,  proposals 
n-eve  made  to  experiment  with  them  upon  the  lower  animals  and 
more  lately  stilt  upon  human  beings.  Foremost  in  undertaking  the 
pi-rformance  of  these  experiments,  the  original  of  which  formed  the 
very  bnais  of  Homoeopathy,  was  the  British  Medical  Association.  This 
body  voted  a  small  sum  of  money,  almost  the  only  sum  ever  applied 
by  it  to  scientific  purposes,  to  an  investigation  of  the  action  of  mer- 
cury upon  healthy  livers.  These  experiments  were  undertaken  by 
Dr.  Hughes  Bennett,  who  so  surprised  old-fashioned' practitioners 
with  his  results  as  almost  to  give  the  coup  de  grace  to  this  method  of 
investigation,  at  any  rate  in  their  estimation.  For  what  did  ha 
prove?  He  )^howed  that  mercury,  which  in  certain  forma  of  disease 
increased  ihe  fiow  of  bile,  in  health  rather  retarded  itl  That  these 
esperimenlB  were  but  crude  and  imperfect  imitations  of  those  per- 
formed liy  Hahnemann  and  his  disciples  was  obvious  enough  to  all 
who  were  acquainted  with  the  history  of  Humceopathy.  The  task  of 
studying  medicines  after  this  manner  was,  however,  expensive,  painful, 
and  tedious..  A  method  at  once  easier  and  more  rapid  was  necessary 
\o  satisfy  the  desires  which  existed  for  better  and  more  certain  modes 
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of  prpscribing  dragB.  Experience,  empiriciam,  now  came  to  the  front 
ii)  therapeutics.  Let  ub  learn  what  is  good  in  this  disease,  and  what 
vill  cure  that,  was  the  piinoiple  upon  which  all  who  desired  to  see 
progress  in  drug  therapeatics  were  urged  to  act.  But  where  was  this 
experience  to  be  derived  from  ?  Traditional  modes  of  prescribing 
tbe  calomel  and  opium  pill,  the  saline  draught,  the  especlorant  mix- 
tire,  the  tonic  combination,  the  blue  pill  and  its  black  correi:tive,  ven- 
ef«ction,  leeching,  and  counter-irritation,  comprised  the  bulh  of  the 
esperience  of  the  past.  Preparations  and  measures  of  this  order  had 
been  repeatetlly  trieil  as  remedies  and  had  been  found  wanting.  The 
results  which  fillowed  their  use  in  disease  compared  very  unfavorably 
with  those  obtained  from  houiceopathicaliy  selected  medicines.  Then 
wby  not  trj'  snch  remedies  as,  to  use  the  phraseology  of  the  Lancet, 
"appear  to  be  explicable  only  on  a  honicBopatbic  hypothesis"? 
"Why"  —  adapting  Rowland  Hill's  query  to  the  circumstances  of  his 
own  position — "why,"  said  Dr.  Wiiks,  "  shouhl  the  devil  have  all 
tbe  bett  tunes?"  Why,  that  is,  should  the  homceopathists  have  all 
tbe  best  remedies?  The  admission  conveyed  in  this  interrogatory  of 
Br  Wilts'  la  at  least  a  gratifying  one.  Tbe  reason  why  (a  simple,  if 
ii  has  not  proved  convincing.  To  practise  bomceopathy,  either 
wholly  or  partially,  is  "heterodox."  The  British  Medical  Associa- 
tion has  80  declared  it :  the  anathema  baa  gone  forth ;  tbe  coiise- 
qaeuces  of  the  curse  have  been  declared  and  in  tome  instances  have 
been  experienced.  Let  it  but  be  known  that  you  practise  hoinoeopath- 
ically,  either  wholly  or  partially,  and  your  profesBor's  chair  will  slip 
tram  nnder  you,  your  hospital  appointment  unquestionably  lapses, 
your  ooosnltation  fees  will  sink  into  insignificance,  your  weight  and 
inlluence  in  the  profession  shall  disappear.  "  Who  ia  sufficient  for 
tbeee  things?"  A  vry  simply  proceHS  sofflced  to  cut  the  Gordian 
knot  wherewith  tbe  British  Medical  Association  bad  bound  an 
Duswerving  opposition  to  Homceopatby  to  the  chariot  wheels  of  pro- 
fessional respectability.  Here  it  is :  Dip  into  boraeeopathic  litera- 
ture, read  Hughes's  Pkarmacodynamica  and  pass  off  yonr  gleanings 
as  recent  distutveries  ;  do  no  more  than  stat«  the  facts,  give  no  explana- 
tions, no  authoritiee.  Above  all,  know  nothing  about  Homteopathy; 
never  mention  the  word  unassociated  with  an  opprobrious  epithet ; 
on  the  contrary,  always  represent  it  as  ''  fraud  and  folly."  Should 
yoa  ever  hear  of  a  homtBopath  giving  anything  but  globules  to  his 
patients,  denounce  him  as  a  dishonest  fellow  ;  should  you  happen  to 
know  of  one  who  has  ordered  a  dose  of  morphia,  or  a  purgative  pill,  or 
fifteen  or  twenty  grains  of  chloral,  declare  at  once  that  all  homoeopath- 
ists  have  deserted  the  principles  of  therapeutics  they  have  contended 
for.  If  it  comea  to  your  knowledge  that  one  or  more  of  them  have 
protested  against  the  supposition  that  their  view  of  tbe  practice  of 
medicine  consists  in  an  exclusive  adherence  lo  liomjBopathioally 
selected  medicines  in  every  case  and  under  all  circumstances,  from 
compression  of  tbe  brain  down  to  a  fretting  corn,  tell  the  world  ihut 
they  have  given  the  death-blow  to  Homoeopathy,  that  the  bubblo  has 
burst,  that  Honiceopathy  has  at  last  been  demonstrated  by  its  most 
dtvoted  adherents  to  be  a  thing  of  naught. 
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Sacb,  gentlemen,  is  tbe  course  that  has  beeo  pursued  by  the  cnItU 
TAtors  of  therapeutics  outside  the  ranks  of  HomcBopathv  during  the 
last  ten  years  or  BO.  That  it  has  been  a  dishonorable  course  cannot 
be  questioned  ;  that  it  has  been  followed  in  consequence  of  the  atti- 
tude of  the  great  majority  of  the  profession  towards  Homoeopathy  is 
certain ;  and  that  this  attitude  lias  been  assumed  in  obedience  to  the 
instmctions  issned  by  the  Britinh  Medical  Asaoclation  in  18A1  is,  C 
think,  equally  sure.  I  cau not  believe  that  those  who  have  acted  in 
the  manner  I  have  described  wonkl  have  done  so  had  they  been  free, 
had  they  felt  that  in  honestly  acknowledging  the  sources  wheniic  they 
drew  tlie  therapeutic  facte  they  palmed  oft  as  novelties  and  as  origi- 
nal matter,  their  professional  positions  would  have  been  uninjai-ed. 

That  men  who  in  all  other  relations  of  life  are  animated  by  the 
keenest  sense  of  honor  can  have  been  so  InQuenced  by  tbese  re-olu- 
tions  shows,  I  think,  as  clearly  as  anything  can  do,  their  demoralizing 
tendency. 

Finally,  while  tbese  resolutions  have  been  found  unjust  to  individu- 
als, injurious  to  the  interests  of  the  public,  and  demoralizing  to  those 
who  have  come  under  their  tnfiuence,  Iboy  must  also  bear  the  reproach 
of  having  given  rise  to  an  amount  of  inhumanity  which  none  woiilit 
have  sufiposed  that  any  member  of  our  profession  could  have  beca 
gnilty  of. 

Instances  of  physicians  and  snrgeona  refusing  to  e.^press  an  opinion 
on  the  nature  of  a  difflcnlt  or  dangerous  c  ise,  solely  because  the  meil- 
ical  attendant  was  known  to  practise  homceopathii;atly,  have  abonml- 
ed.  The  friends  of  dying  persons,  who  b8\e  sought  to  learn  fioin 
men  of  large  esperience  whether  their  anxieties  miglit  not  be  ground- 
Jess,  have  been  repulBcd  by  consulting  phj-sidana  wilh  a  rudeness  and 
coarseness  scarcely  conceivable,  simply  becaui^e  they  refused  to  diamiBa 
Itom  his  attendance  one  who  had  kindly,  carefully,  and  satis fuctorily 
ministered  to  their  medical  necessities  through  many  years  ^'  t 
would  n't  pass  a  catheter  for  the  patient  of  a  homteopath  even  if  his 
life  depended  upon  its  being  passed,"  saiil  a  provincial  to  a  metropoli- 
tan snrgeon  not  many  years  ago.  The  following  illustration  of  olie- 
djence  to  the  resolutions  of  the  British  Medical  Association  was 
brought  within  my  knowledge  son  e  ten  years  back:  A  man  sus- 
tained a  severe  accident.  He  was  at  once  removed  to  a  neighboriuf^ 
hospital,  the  medical  officer  of  which  was  a  well-kuown  and  much- 
esteemed  memtier  of  our  Society.  At  the  moment  he  was  engaged  In 
professional  duty  elsewhere.  His  assistant,  feeling  himself  scarcely 
equal  to  the  emergency  he  was  called  upon  to  meet,  requested  that 
surgical  help  might  be  procured  for  him.  A  surgeon  was  found.  He 
came  within  a  short  distance  of  the  hospital  and  then  halted.  Ho 
was,  he  said,  prepared  to  render  what  assistance  he  could,  but  the 
injured  man  must  be  brought  out  to  him,  for  enter  a  homo>opflthic 
huHpital  he  would  not.  The  manager  of  the  works  where  the  accident 
hod  occurred  begged  him  to  go  inside,  assuring  him  that  faUl  conse- 
qtiences  might  arise  were  the  man  to  be  removed.  But  no ;  the 
patient  might  die,  bat  enter  a  homceopathic  hospital  this  unworthy 
son  of  ^scoIapiuB,  but  staanch  member  of  the  British  Medical  Asao- 
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ciation,  would  not,  neither  did  he.  While  this  dlerepatable  scena 
vaa  proceeding  in  the  street  the  assistaDt  succeeded  in  doin^  all  that 
■was  necessary  for  the  patient's  relief,  and  the  member  of  the  British 
Medical  Association  was  able  to  return  home  withoat  having  crossed 
the  threshold  of  a  homtsopathic  hospital  and  without  having  incurred 
the  ignominy  be  did  so  much  to  court,  of  having  sacrificed  the  life  of 
a  fellow-crtatare  in  deference  to  the  laws  of  his  Society. 

Instances  of  this  kind  are,  I  regret  to  say,  by  no  means  singular. 
They  prove  but  loo  truly  that  men  may  perish  and  women  may  weep 
rather  than  that  consulting  phvsicians,  surgeons,  and  obstetricians 
should  hi-lp  those  memben  of  their  profession  wlio  practise  hom<eo- 
patbically  to  save  their  lives  or  mitigate  their  sorrows.  Let  me  not 
he  misunderHtood.  I  do  not  for  one  moment  suppose,  still  less  would 
I  wish  to  Kssprt,  that  all  consulting  physicians,  surgeons,  and  obste- 
tricians would  in  similar  circumstances  conduct  themselves  in  the 
same  manner.  To  snch  as  are  prepared  to  sacrifice  everything  to 
their  prpjudices  against  Homceopathy.  there  are,  I  rejoice  to  know, 
many  honorable  exceptions  in  the  highest  rank  of  the  profession,— 
men  whose  anxiety  to  do  good  rides  paramount  over  the  obligations 
that  have  been  imposed  npon  them  by  their  societies.  What  1  would 
have  yon  remember  is  this, —  that  the  lack  of  humanity,  the  absence 
of  Christian  feeling,  the  abandonment  of  professional  duty,  which  char- 
acterize snch  cases  as  those  I  have  alluded  to,  and  many  others  which 
will  be  within  the  recollection  of  each  one  of  you,  are  the  results  of 
theinfluence  ofthe  enactments  of  the  British  Medical  and  similar  as- 
soiHalions.  Consultants  have  been  compelled  to  act  as  they  have 
done  or  submit  to  be  deprived  of  their  positions  and  their  fees. 
Deeply  to  their  dishonor  they  have,  in  many  instiiDCes,  repeatedly 
sacrificed  their  prof^B8ional  duty  to  their  anxiety  for  f}rofessional 
gains. 

The  organized  opposition  to  Homceopathy  I  have  endeavored  to 
describe  was  formed  in  ignorance  of  the  subject  it  was  instituted  to 
extinguish  and  without  ailequate  knowledge  of  the  character  of  the 
men  it  set  out  to  crusti.  Those  who  oiiginated  this  organization 
asserted  ss  being  at  variance  with  the  experience  of  the  profession  a 
method  of  dmg  selection  which  has  for  all  practical  purposes  been 
endorsed  as  true,  to  a  large  extent  at  any  rate,  by  the  experience  of  a 
very  considerable  number  of  those  who  profess  to  be  opposed  to  it. 
Hence  this  method  cannot  now  be  said  to  be  at  variance  with  the 
experience  of  the  profession  ;  wbilo  the  mode  of  studying  the  action 
of  drugs  which  in  condemning  Homceopathy  the  resolutions  1  have 
qaoted  also  condemned  has  been  openly  acted  upon  by  the  very  asso- 
ciatioD  that  carried  them. 

A  further  efl'ect  of  this  organized  opposition  to  Homoeopathy  has 
been  to  deprive  some  three  hundred  British  practitioners  of  medicine 
of  their  professional  birthright,  a  deprivation  which  has  excluded 
them  trom  the  most  legitimate  means  of  increasing  their  professional 
knowledge  and  of  profiting  as  fully  as  they  might  have  done  by  the 
experience  of  their  professional  brethren. 

This  oi^anization  has,  also,  been  the  direct  cause  of  an  amount  of 
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plagiarism,  of  the  Krossest  and  most  palpable  type,  unknowQ  io  any 
other  depai'tment  of  science.  The  hatreit  of  Homceopathy  it  has  cre- 
ated and  nourished  has  led  men  otherwise  uprit>ht  and  honorable  to 
make  statements  notoriously  untrue,  and  tA  perform  acts  which  in  any 
other  reliition  of  life  they  would  have  scorned  to  be  even  remotely 
connected  with. 

Finally,  this  ot^anization  has  been  assigned  as  the  reason,  as  the 
excuse,  for  much  heartless  and  unprofessional  conduct  on  the  part  of 
men  who,  of  all  others,  ought  to  have  set  an  example  of  those  Christitui 
virtues  for  the  practice  of  which  members  of  our  profession  have  in  all 
generations  been  distinguished. 

Such  are  some  at  least  of  the  injurions  results  which  have  followed 
the  operation  of  the  uocalled-for  and  ntterly  unjuitiftable  resolutions 
which  formed  the  basis  of  this  orsfnnization.  Neithi^r  can  I  detect  anv 
good  that  has  accrued  from  tbem.  They  present  not  one  single 
redeeming  feature.  Not  one  iota  of  advantage  have  they  conferred 
Upon  the  profession,  view  them  from  what  point  we  will.  No  one, 
either  within  or  without  the  profession,  has  ever  been  one  whit  the 
better  for  tbem. 

So  long  as  they  remain  unrepealed,  they  are  a  standing  reproach  to 
that  toleration  of  opinion  ia  scientific  pursuits  without  which  scientiHc 
progress  is  impossible ;  so  lon^  as  they  remain  unrepi'sled,  they  are 
a  barrier  to  the  development  of  that  benevolence  which  ought  to  be  the 
boast  of  our  profession;  so  long  as  they  remain  unrepealed,  they 
operate  as  a  powerful  incentive  to  dishonorable  and  degrading  cour-jes 
of  conduct.  Why,  then,  are  such  resolutions  allowed  to  remain 
on  the  minutes  of  an  association  so  laree  and  powerful  as  is  the 
British  Medical  ?  No  apology  can  be  offered  f.ir  them.  The  value  of 
medicines  tbh  action  of  which  is  explicable  on  a  homoeopatbie  hypoth- 
esis is  no  longer,  nliatever  it  may  have  been  ftvc-and-tneuty  years 
ago,  at  variance  with  the  experience  of  the  profession.  In  what  way 
it  becomes  derc^atory  to  the  honor  of  one  medical  man  to  assist  an- 
other in  saving  life,  in  assuaging  grief,  or  in  administering  consola- 
tion, simply  because  these  two  gentlemen  may  differ  more  or  less  on 
some  points  of  practice  —  points  which,  in  some  instances  at  le^st, 
would  never  present  themselves  for  discussion  —  never  has  been 
Staled.  The  idea  of  a  surt^eon  refusing  to  sound  for  the  stone,  be- 
cause the  sufferer  ia  the  patient  of  a  physician  who  believes  that  ihe 
law  of  similars  is  the  best  therapeutic  principle  knowa,  is  monstrous ; 
it  would  indeed  be  equally  so  were  tida  principle  a  mere  hypotiiesis 
without  a  ray  of  evidence  to  support  it.  No  less  preposterous  is  it 
for  a  physician,  whose  opinion  is  regarded  as  exceptionally  valuable 
in  the  diagnosis  of  some  form  of  disease,  to  decline  to  examine  that 
patient's  condition  because  hia  medical  attendant  practises  homceo- 
pathically.  In  what  possible  way  can  it  be  derogatory  to  the  honor  of 
a  distinguished  obstetrician  to  assist  a  homoeopalhist  in  completing  a 
difficult  or  complicated  delivery  ?  On  the  contrary,  it  is  the  refusal  to 
render  the  required  aid  that  is  derogatory  to  the  hr>nor  of  the  consult- 
ant. It  lays  him  open  to  the  chaise  of  being  regardless  of  th«  life  or 
suffering  of  his  lellow-creatures. 
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A  feeling  that  these  resolutions  are  unjust  &nd  that  their  inflneuce 
has  been  and  is  injuiious  to  the  highest  interests  of  the  profession  is, 
I  bave  reason  to  believe,  on  the  increase.  So  carefnlly  are  all  circum- 
sUoces  expressing  it  kept  out  of  the  medical  press  that  it  is  irapossi- 
hle  to  estimate  its  extent  by  the  contents  of  their  columns.  The 
recent  meetings  at  Birmingham  in  connection  with  the  Afedical  Insti- 
tute of  that  town  have  proved  its  existence.  The  admira'ile  speecli  of 
Dr.  Heslop,  the  excellent  letter  of  Dr.  Johnstone,  and  the  apologia  of 
Ur.  Crompton,  gave  evidence  of  its  growth  Tbat  it  should  not  seem 
to  spread  so  widely  as  it  has  done  the  Jiancet  —  the  corres|>andence  in 
wbich  appears  nnder  the  motto  Audi  alieram  partem  —  refused  to 
publish  the  letter  of  Mr.  Clarkson,  extracts  from  which  are  given  in 
the  lost  number  of  the  BomcBopalhic  Reoiew.  The  same  jourual  al<H> 
declined  to  permit  the  appearance  of  a  letter  on  the  same  side  from  a 
physician  whose  contributions  to  the  Praeiilioner  bave  proved  hia  higli 
professional  culture  and  his  devotion  to  scientific  mediuine,  Tbis 
feeling  is  not  of  recent  origin.  It  bad  an  existence  in  the  minds  of  a 
few  of  the  moat  highly  cultivated  physicians  as  far  baclc  as  1>458,  when 
these  resolntions  had  only  been  in  force  seven  years,  as  the  following 
extract  iVom  a  speech  by  the  late  Dr.  Conolly  at  the  Edinburgh  meet- 
ing of  the  association  in  1858  will  show  :  —  , 

"Dr.  Conolly  regretted  esceedin>;ly  to  see  this  great  association 
attacking  a  small  prctfeesional  sect  who  professed  certain  doctrines, 
although  he  (Dr.  Conolly)  did  not  approve  of  or  believe  in  these  doc- 
trines. There  seemed  to  him  to  be  no  more  reason  for  the  proceeding, 
recommended  by  Mr.  May  against  Homaaopatbists,  than  there  was  for 
making  a  demonstration  against  a  set  of  men  who  sboutd  make  a  real 
discovery  in  science  which  shouUl  be  unacceptable  to  the  profession 
generally. 

"  If  it  were  a  delusion,  it  would  die  away ;  if  there  were  any  truth 
in  it,  they  should  give  it  the  chance  of  developing  itself. 

"They  had  do  rigbt  to  say  that  what  they  thought  was  right,  and 
Uiat  tbat  which  was  not  in  unison  with  their  opinions  was  false.  He 
feared  he  was  in  a  small  minority,  but  he  cuuld  not  refrain  from 
expressing  what  lie  felt  on  this  subject.  Nothing  which  had  ever 
occurred  in  the  association  had  Oiled  him  with  so  much  disgust  as  the 
tumultuous  meeting  at  Brighton  when  Homoeopathy  was  denounced. 
He  hoped  there  was  to  be  no  repetition  of  that  scene." 

Surely,  if  in  1858  Dr.  Conolly  cf>uld  express  himself  in  such  terms 
as  thest*,  there  must  after  the  experience  of  the  last  few  years  be 
nany,  even  less  elevated,  leas  liberal,  than  be  was,  who  would  will- 
iogly  assist  in  the  removal  of  all  impediments  in  tlie  way  of  fireedom 
of  opinion  and  liberty  of  action  among  members  of  the  medical  profes- 
sion. 

In  promoting  the  witbdrawal  of  these  resolutions,  we  can.  beyond 
pointing  out  clearly  and  fully  their  iiijuslice  and  the  evils  which  arise 
from  tbem,  do  nothing.  In  the  taking  of  steps  to  speed  the  advent  of 
the  time  when  all  invidious  distinctions  between  one  physician  ami 
another  shall  diaappear,  we  as  boraceopathists  can  bear  no  active  part. 
It  is  for  those  who  have  imposed  these  restrictions,  or  rather  perhaps* 
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Ishould  aay  for  their  snccceaore,  to  remove  them.  It  is  for  those  who 
have  falmioated  their  anathema  gainst  the  advocates  of  certain  ther- 
apeutic views  to  dissolve  the  ban  they  have  pronoaDced. 

It  is  impossible  Ihat  anybody  of  men,  however  powerful,  however 
bitterly  prejudiced  they  mny  be,  can  for  any  great  lengtt  of  time 
obscure  the  great  principle  which  lies  at  the  bottom  of  all  specific  med- 
ication,— that  principle  which  has  brought  to  light,  or  at  any  rate 
explained,  the  modua  operandi  of  all  the  roost  valuable  curative  reme- 
dies in  use  at  the  present  day ;  that  principle  which  will  direct  the 
use  of  all  that  will  prove  most  aerviceable  in  the  cure  of  disease  in 
time  to  come. 

To  be  in  opposition  to  many  with  whom  it  would  be  a  constant 
eonrce  of  pleasure  to  work  in  harmony  may  he  painful ;  to  be  excluded 
from  many  professional  privileges  may  be  disappointing  and  weari- 
Bome;  to  be  shut  otf  from  professional  help  in  a  difficult  or  dangerous 
case  may  add  to  our  anxieties,  matcriatly  increase  our  cares,  and 
render  professional  life  less  enjoyable  than  it  otherwise  would 
be ;  but  we  must  remember  that  we  are  pioneers  in  scientific 
therapeutics,  that  we  are  the  vanguard  of  practical  medicine; 
and  we  must  with  the  honors  of  our  position  accept  its  dangers, 
its  difficulties,  and  its  responsibilities.  And  well  may  we  do  sol 
Surely  we  have  already  accomplished  much.  We  have  seen  the 
extinction  of  nearly  all  those  methods  of  treatment  against  which 
many  years  ago  we  so  earnestly  protested.  One  of  our  positions  — 
the  mode  of  studying  the  action  of  drugs  —  has  been  accepted  as  true 
by  the  very  body  that  has  branded  us  as  unworthy  of  our  profession. 
The  principle  of  drug  selection,  for  the  truth  of  which  we  especially 
contended,  has  been  admitted  as  an  hypothesis  capable  of  explaining 
the  action  of  an  increasingly  considerable  number  of  remedies ;  while 
we  have  also  witnessed  the  great  diminution  of  the  dose  iu  cases  in 
which  encli  remedies  are  prescribed. 

Therefore,  gentlemen,  it  is  that  I  would  urge  you  to  bear  with  dig- 
nity what  remains  of  the  insolence  of  an  intolerant  m^ority,  and, 
earnestly  cultivating  scientilic  therapeutics,  diligently  adding  to  our 
resources  in  the  treatment  of  disease,  patiently  to  wait  for  the  time 
when  a  justersenseof  what  is  due  to  carefully  considered  and  honestly 
expressed  opinions  in  scientific  matters  shall  forever  remove  all 
existing  restrictions  upon  fVeedom  of  thought  in  therapeutics,  and 
all  restraints  upon  professional  intercourse  and  association.  I  do  so 
in  the  full  assurance  that  this  time  will  come,  and  firm  in  the  convic- 
tion that  the  day  will  arrive  when  those  who  endured  so  much  of 
obloquy  and  reproach  for  their  defence  of  Homsopathy  will,  on  the 
very  ground  of  their  having  defended  it  and  contributed  to  its  sciei^- 
lific  development,  be  regarded  with  especial  honor  as  men  who  have 
done  more  to  ndvance  the  science  of  therapeutics,  to  render  disc asu 
more  easily  curable,  than  any  other  members  of  our  profession. 
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HEALTH,  AS    AFFECTED   BY    DRAINAGE,  SEWEES,  AND 
SEWAGE. 

Beport  of  Commiuionert  on  the  Seioerage  of  Botton. 

BT  OTIS  CI.APP- 

The  following  paper  was  prepared  and  read  on  several  occasiuna 
aboQt  foarteeo  years  since.  It  is  now  revived  aad  priated,  not  because 
It  contains  any  fbcts  neir  to  those  who  have  paid  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject, but  because  it  is  new  to  most  people,  and  is  one  of  vast  import- 
ance to  the  health  and  prosperity  of  this  and  other  communities. 

Certain  districts  in  Boston,  such  as  tbe  Church  street  and  the  North- 
ampton-elreet  districts,  here  alluded  to,  iiave  been  raised  and  regraded 
since  this  paper  was  written  j  still  the  main  difficulties  alluded  to  have 
not  diminished,  but  have  increased,  siace  the  time  referred  to. 

Boston  happens  to  be  the  centre  of  a  drainage  basin  for  Charles, 
Mystic,  and  Miller's  Rivers,  and  for  Stony  Brook,  Muddy  Brook,  and 
other  small  streams.  It  has  also  thousands  of  acres  of  marsh  and 
swamp  land,  surrounding  tbe  harbor  and  reaching  several  miles  into 
tie  interior,  on  the  borders  of  Charles,  Mystic,  and  other  rivers  and 
streams.  It  has  also  an  area  of  made  land,  composed  in  part  of  mud 
from  the  docks  and  flats  with  a  covering  of  clean,  loose  gravel  from 
the  country,  larger  than  the  territory  of  old  Boston,  This  large  area 
of  made  land,  marshes,  and  swamps,  is  well  fitted  to  receive  and  to 
bold  the  poisonous  gases  which  are  emptied  from  the  closets,  witb 
other  fillb,  into  the  sewers. 

Tbero  are  four  cities  and  some  twenty  towns,  containing  over  500,- 
000  inhabitants,  which  contribute  their  drainage  into  Boston  harbor. 
All  the  cities  and  many  of  the  towns  have  introduced,  or  are  intro- 
ducing, water  for  domestic  purposes.  This  is  no  sooner  done  Ui&n  tbe 
water-closet  is  introduced,  and  the  work  of  polluting  sewers  and  run- 
ning streams  is  at  once  inaugurated, 

A  cose  in  point  is  afl'oidtd  by  the  new  city  of  Newton.  A  stream 
of  pure  water  ran  through  the  villiige  formerly  called  "  The  Corner," 
and  emptied  into  Charles  River.  It  was  taken  forcible  possession  of 
by  the  authorities,  and  turnud  into  a  sewer.  The  banks  of  the  eU'eam 
below  tbe  village  are  lined  witb  houses,  gardens,  and  trees ;  and  the 
blight  cast  upon  them  by  the  odors  anil  gases  of  this  sewer  were 
painfully  manifest.  Remonstrance  was  of  no  avail,  except  to  fasten 
tbe  evil  as  a  permanent  fixture.  Is  this  a  demonstration  of  "  good 
will  to  man"?  Is  it  an  exercise  of  the  Golden  Rule?  Hardly.  It  is 
forcing  a  nuisance  upon  not  only  their  immediate  neighbors,  but  on 
Uieir  numerous  neighbors  in  the  towns  and  cities  below.  Charles 
Biver  is  in  no  condition  to  be  turned  into  a  cesspool  or  a  sewer.  Ita 
bed  is  nearly  bare  of  water  twice  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  if  it  is  to 
be  used  as  a  reservoir  for  the  Qlth  of  the  towns  ou  its  borders,  it  is 
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quite  time  to  arrange  for  increased  hoepital  and  cemetery  accommoda- 
tions. 

This  action  of  the  citizens  of  Newton  ia  a  great  injury  not  only 
to  their  own  citizens,  but  to  all  the  residents  in  all  the  cities  and 
towns  between  tbem  and  the  ocean.  This  case  in  Newton  is  simply  a 
type  of  others  throughout  the  country.  Here  are  started  the  seeds  of 
disease.  Is  there  not  a  remedy?  We  answer,  There  Is  one,  \\z.  obe- 
dience to  the  divine  law  of  cleanness  and  uncleanness.  These  laws 
are  specific  and  full  on  thin  sa>>ject.     Among  them  arc  these :  — 

"  It  shall  be  a  statute  forevc-r  throughout  your  generations,  and  that 
ye  may  put  difference  betwepn  holy  and  nnholy,  Iwtween  unclean  and 
clean."  A  part  of  the  requirement  is  to  "  cover  ttiat  which  eometb 
from  thee ;  for  the  Lord  thy  God  walketh  in  the  midst  of  thy  camp, 
to  deliver  thee,  and  to  give  up  thine  enemies  before  thee ;  therefore 
ahall  thy  camp  be  holy ;  that  He  see  no  unclean  thing  in  thee,  and 
torn  away  fh>m  thee.  The  prophet  Kzekiel  was  commanded  to  say, 
"Thou  art  the  land  that  is  not  cleansed."  "  There  is  a  conspiracy  of 
her  prophet«."  "Her  priests  have  violated  my  law;  they  have  pat 
no  difference  between  the  boly  and  profane,  neither  have  they  shewed 
difference  between  the  unclean  and  the  clean."  "  Her  princes  are  like 
wolves,  ...  to  get  dishonest  gain."  "  Her  prophets  have  danbed  them 
vttb  nntempcred  mortar,  seeing  vanity,  aad  divining  lies  unto  them." 
"  The  people  of  the  land  have  used  oppression,  and  exercised  rob- 
bery, and  have  vexed  the  poor  and  needy."  "  Therefore  have  I  poured 
out  mine  indignation  upon  them  ...  I  have  consumed  tbem  .  .  . 
"  their  own  way  have  I  recompensed  upon  their  heads."    ■ 

A  regard  to  the  statutes  and  laws  rev(?aled  through  Hoses  and  the 
prophets  regarding  cleanness  is  sure  to  remove  proliOc  canses  of 
disease  und  <ieath.  A  disregard  of  them  is  always  followed  by  a  low 
state  of  vitality,  aod  an  increased  death  rate,  as  records  show. 

EzpBfaKMCE  or  LoifnoM.— Some  third  of  a  century  ago  the  people  of 
London  began  to  discbarge  their  excretory  matter  through  the  oloseU 
and  sewers  into  the  Thames  River.  From  this  time  difflcnlttes  com- 
menced. Thesewershadafallofonlyalwut  two  inches  in  one  hundred 
feet.  There  Hhoutd  be  at  least  twelve  to  flfteen  inches.  '*  Wherever 
human  flith  is  deposited,"  says  an  experienced  engineer,  "  tt  princi- 
pally remains;  and  that  throughout  every  mile  and  yard  and  inch 
of  its  snake-like  progress  in  a  sewer,  pestilence  will  be  bred 
and  nurtured."  "The  laws  of  England  forbid  the  casting  of 
filth  and  animal  refuse  into  streams,  water-oonrses,  or  aewera." 
Alaoy  persona  entered  the  drain -pipe  firom  their  closets  into 
the  sewer  surreptitiously,  because  the  law  forbade  the  act;  bat 
the  authorities,  having  been  among  the  first  to  break  the  law, 
winked  at  other  delinquents;  and  therefore,  by  degrees  the  sewers 
Iwcame  choked  with  filth,  and  produced  the  general  wrong  from  which 
the  public  now  suffers.  In  consequence,  the  Registrar  General 
says,  "  The  inhabitants  of  London  are  not  in  an  average  stale  of 
health,"  and  be  gives  figures  to  show  the  result.  He  then  adds,  "  Tbe 
diseases  stated  are  natural  to  man,  but  their  rav^es  are  greatly 
aggravated  by  the  physical  tmpnrities  of  the  atmosphere.    .    .    .  Tbe 
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dD8t  or  the  principal  streets  may  be  got  ridof  .  .  .  the  amoke  of  our 
manuractories  mny  be  rendered  less  dense.  .  .  •  But  the  third  class  of 
imparity  is  invisible :  it  arises  IVora  the  long  retention  of  the  excre- 
ment of  London  under  the  bouses  and  in  the  sewers."  Under  tbe 
present  arrangements  some  hundreds  of  thousands  of  tons  of  this 
matter  lie  in  store  in  London,  putrefying  in  cesspools  and  percolating 
the  streets,  vrhile  tbe  residue  is  thrown  into  the  Thames  at  great  cost." 
He  saya,  "  According  to  estimates,  London  could  supply  tbe  farmers 
of  England  daily  with  twenty-nine  tons  of  ammonia,  fifty-one  tons 
of  carbon,  fourteen  tane  of  phosphates,  thirty-two  tons  of  mineral 
matter,  and  fourteen  tons  of  other  matter,  making  in  the  aggregate 
one  hundred  and  forty  tons  of  dry  manure.  The  country  requires  this 
precious  manure,  which  London  is  anxious  to  get  rid  of  at  any  reason- 
able ooat,  as  it  is  now  known  to  be  osinsalubrious  as  it  is  offensive  .  .  . 
The  problem  for  the  engineer  to  solve  is,  How  can  this  town  guano 
be  returned  to  the  disinfecting  soil,  fVom  which  it  was  chiefly  taken, 
with  the  least  otfence  to  health  and  with  the  least  cost?  Shall  it  be 
disinfected  by  water,  earth,  ashes,  or  any  chemical  compound?  " 

"  Who  will  pretend  to  say  that  I;"  says  the  same  engineer,  "  the 
owner  of  a  house  in  London,  have  a  shadow  of  justification  in  sending 
forth  from  it  my  filth,  to  place  it  at  my  neighbor's  door ;  to  send 
streams  of  noxiousness,  daily,  hourly,  from  my  domicile,  to  foully  iin* 
pregnate  the  ur  which  others  mast  inhale;  to  produce  tbe  seeds  of 
disease  and  death,  and  then  to  sow  them  broadcast  around  ? " 

"It  Is  known  to  medical  men  that  tUaejecta  of  the  diseased  carries  with 
it  sure  infection,  more  or,  less  virulent,  according  to  cii'cumstances.  It 
is  the  established  rule  in  oases  of  illness  to  remove  such  matter  as 
speedily  as  possible,  lest  it  should  impart  disease.  Are  disiufdctants 
applied  to  kill  the  virus?  Is  the  matter  "burifd  deep  in  absorbent 
earth  "  ?  14^0 !  It  is  at  once  cast  into  the  drain-pipe,  with  a  deluge  of 
water,  so  that  it  may  reach  the  sewer  in  the  street,  where  its  emana- 
tions may  have  full  play  to  spread  themselves  on  every  side !  Hence 
why  fever  and  cholera  are  disseminated  throughout  so-called  "infected 
neighborhoods"  ;  hence  why  infections  travel  beyond  these  districts; 
hence  why  the  rich  catch  the  diseases  of  tbe  poor;  and  worse  again, 
why  tbe  poor  take  those  of  the  rich, —  why  they  have  no  means  to  battle 
against  the  infliction,  are  visited  wiih  the  consequences  of  that  whichi 
from  first  to  last,  is  the  sin  of  the  rich, —  a  sin  emanating  from  selfish 
personal  comfort  solely,  with  utter  forgetfuloess  of  consequences  to 
others.** 

"I  assert  ray  conviction  that  the  use  of  privies  with  cesspools, 
as  formerly  arranged,  even  in  their  most  primitive  form,  were  less  in- 
jurious to  general  health  ia  cities  than  tbe  existing  sewers.  My  rea- 
sons for  that  conviction  are;  The  surface  only  of  the  matter  was 
acted  upon  to  produce  deleterious  gases  ;  the  remainder,  being  out  of 
the  reach  of  atoKispheric  action,  was  but  partially  affected.  The  result 
was,  tlierefore,  that  in  a  cesspool  of  four  feet  square,  one  hundred 
and  twenty-eight  solid  feet,  tiie  surface  only,  sixteen  square  feet, 
yielderl  noxiousness,  bteause  that  poitioa  only  was  acted  upon  by  the 
atmosphere. 


;  vL'OOgIc 


86  THE    NEW   ENQLANI)   MEDICAL   OAZETXE.  [Feb. 

"  Now,  assume  that  this  one  hnndred  and  tneDty-eight  »oIid  feet  of 
matter  was  deposited  in  the  sewer,  it  may  be  aopposed  it  would  pass 
aloDg  that  sewer  in  a  atream  about  one  foot  in  breadth  and  one  ioi^  in 
depth,  in  the  usnal  nay.  There  would  then  be  about  1,500  feet  of  sur- 
face to  be  acted  upon  by  the  atmosphere,  to  produce  poisonous  gas ; 
and  it  is  to  be  recollected  that  the  stream  might  have  to  pass  through 
sewers  miles  in  length  and  along  rivers  the  extent  of  which  we  cannot 
estimate. 

"  According  to  the  facts  I  have  stated,  the  original  evil  mav  be  pro- 
portioned at  sixteen;  whilst,  according  to  the  present  law  fin  Eng- 
land],  it  would  be  many  tkouBunda.  Hence  my  conviction  that  the 
old  cesspool,  if  so  constructed  that  it  did  not  allow  the  matter  to 
escape  into  the  soil  around,  was  infinitely  less  injurious  than  the  pres- 
ent sewerage  system. 

"  Next,  observe  that  the  kitchen  and  each  floor  where  there  is  a  closet 
pipe  connects  with  the  drain,  and  the  drain  itself  communicates  di- 
rectly with  the  main  sewer.  One  and  all  of  these  pipes  and  drains 
detcend  in  order  to  carry  off  the  matter  to  the  sewer ;  but  tbey  also 
ascend  from  it,  and  carry  back  the  poisonous  gas  generated  through- 
out the  whole  series  of  sowers  with  which  the  drain  communicates. 
Through  every  pipe  it  reaches  the  house,  as  well  as  through  every  sink 
and  every  rat-hole,  drawn  there  continuously  by  the  very  means  we 
use  to  rid  ourselves  of  the  filth,  —  no  better  could  we  devise  to  bring 
back  to  ourselves  the  consequences  of  that  wrong  which  we  are  com- 
mitting  upon  others ;  and  not  only  does  the  evil  reach  the  inmates  of 
'  all  houses  through  those  channels,  but  it  comes  upon  them  through 
the  wall  by  capillary  atlractioa,  and  discharge  themselves  generally 
at  night,  when  the  house  is  closed,  into  whatever  room  presents  the 
highest  temperature. 

"  The  sewers  have  gullies  to  carry  the  surface  water  from  the  street 
to  the  sewer.  Here  '  traps '  are  made  to  prevent  the  escape  of  poi- 
sonous gases  into  the  street.  What,  then,  is  the  result?  AU  the 
ganea  generated  in  these  sewers  must  find  their  way  back  into  the  houaea. 
They  must  go  somewhere,  and  if  shut  off  from  the  streets,  they  will 
return  to  the  houses  by  the  way  provided  for  them.  I  could  instance 
several  cases  where  families  have  been  bereaved,  —  two,  three,  and 
four  children  carried  off  by  scarlatina  within  a  week  or  ten  days,  — and 
where  the  whole  cause  has  Ijeen  proved  to  be  the  discharge  pipe  from 
the  nursery  to  the  drain,  which  drew  back  animal  poison. 

"  Permit  nie  to  warn  my  readers  against  the  fallacious  supposition 
that  gyiihon  water-closets,  or  water  in  the.  p-tns,  wilt  hold  back  the 
gasesTi^m  the  houses.  It  is  no  such  thing.  The  noxious  gas  ascends 
through  the  water,  as  every  one  who  thinks  upon  the  subject  can  com- 
prehend, simply  because  it  is  lighter  than  water. 

"  Watch  in  your  houses,  and  you  will  hear  it  bursting  out  in  the 
closets,  especially  at  night.  All  our  doors  and  windows  are  then 
closed,  there  is  no  ventilation,  the  tempeiaturc  within  the  house  is 
greater  than  that  of  the  sewer ;  and  the  gases  ascend  to  the  greater 
heat.  Thus,  while  we  sleep,  we  breathe  from  an  atmosphere  of  poison, 
which  our  own  selfish  contrivances  have  brought  around  us. 
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"  Doctor  Gray,  an  English  phyBician,  saye  tbat '  well-attested  cssea 
are  recorded  of  Tevcr  following  as  directly  fVom  a  blast  of  putrid  ur 
from  a  church-vault,  a  street-sewer,  or  a  houBedrain,  as  death  follows 
from  the  passaf^e  of  a  bullet  through  the  brain.' 

"  Having  endeavored  to  explain  the  msny  evils  which  the  inbabit- 
aota  of  London  have  brooght  apon  themselves  by  adopting  the  water- 
closet  system,  without  at  the  same  time  devising  means  to  separate 
its  especial  matter  from  the  surface  and  other  water,  I  would  now 
point  out  the  great  wrong  they  have  done  in  another  way,  and  from 
which  tliey  are  sufTering  infinitely  more  than  perhaps  they  imagine. 

"  Natarally,  London  leads,  and  all  the  cities  and  towns  of  the  king- 
dom by  degrees  follow.  The  aristocracy  of  London  introduced  the 
water-closet  system,  stealthily  broke  the  law  of  the  land,  and,  as  I 
bare  before  said,  higher  laws  also-  The  force  of  their  example  pro- 
dnced  its  certain  effect,  and  the  very  act  which  they  did  with  the  ex- 
pectation of  ridding  ^emselves,  individually,  of  an  evil  at  the  expense 
of  their  '  next-door  neighbor,'  and  of  thousands  of  next-door  neigh- 
bors, has  been  visited  Itack,  —  might  it  QOt  be  said,  most  Justly? 

"  How  many  towns  now.  send  their  filth  to  London  in  return  for  its 
foul  example?  AH  that  here  follow  "  Then  follows  a  list  of  forty-four 
towns  on  the  Thames,  iwd  twenty-five  towns  on  nine  streams  entering 
the  Thames,  making  "sixty-nine  towns  discharging  their  filth  above 
London  into  the  justly-c ailed  '  noble  Thames.'  '  The  Queen  of  Riv- 
ers '  defiled  by  the  filth  of  some  364,000  people,  to  l>e  added  to,  as 
now  proposed,  by  that  of  some  three  millions  in  London,  concentrated 
into  one  monster  stream  I 

"  Who  can  doubt  that  many  valuable  lives  have  been  lost  in  conse- 
qapnce  of  this  pollution  of  the  river?  Who  will  examine  the  list  of 
deaths  in  localities  supplied  with  water  from  the  Thames,  before  the 
flltrations  recently  adopted  had  been  put  in  practice,  and  say  that 
tb(Me  lives  have  not  been  sacriBced  to  the  water-closet  system,  which 
DOW  permits,  nay,  enjoins,  that  the  foulest  matter  known  shall  be  sent 
fioating  about  our  once  limpid  streams,  making  that  element  which 
was  intended  by  nature  to  impart  purity  and  health,  disseminate  im- 
parity and  the  germs  of  death  ? 

**  Let  there  be  no  mistake  about  it.  Whenever  the  emanation 
from  decaying  animal  matter  is  breathed,  or  imbibed  by  means  of 
water,  the  evil  consequence  is  as  certain  as  the  act.  In  one  of  Mar- 
jeodie's  beautiful  experiments,  he  proves  beyond  a  doubt  how  subtle 
and  speedy  is  the  effect.  He  placed  beneath  a  grating  in  a  d<^-houBe 
a  quantity  of  decomposing  animal  matter.  Over  the  grating  was  laid 
the  usual  straw  bed  of  the  dog,  which  was  in  perfect  health.  He  was 
not  confined  t'n  the  house,  but  simply  to  it.  by  the  common  length  of 
cliain,  and  was  fed  in  all  respects  as  had  been  usual.  The  first  and  sec- 
ODil  days  there  was  no  perceptible  change,  but  the  third  he  declined 
in  appetite;  the  fourth  and  fifth  mure  and  more,  becoming  apparently 
listless  and  torpid  ;  and  on  the  sixteenth  day  the  do^f  was  dead.  Al- 
though at  liberty,  so  far  as  his  chuin  gave  him,  he  had  ceiuied  to  avail 
himself  of  it  for  several  days  before  his  death,  and  lay  on  his  bed 
breathing  the  air  that  produced  his  listlessness,  as  does  many  a  child 
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and  womaD  amoDgut  na,  though  knowing  not  what  produced  the  Ia»- 
■itude,  and  going  back  possibly  to  the  very  spot  where  the  evil  acts 
Boat. 

*'Now,  pray  think  ortliia,  and  reflect  upon  the  position  of  your  ototi 
konse-  Is  it  very  different  from  that  of  Uajendie's  dog?  Does  the 
Begistrar  General  proclaim  a  falsehood  when  he  spcaka  of '  handrede 
of  thousands  of  tons  of  human  exoroment  retained  In  the  sewers  and 
under  the  houses?'  Is  not  this  a  true  type  of  the  dog's  house?  And 
yet  has  any  one  proposition  been  made  by  those  who  have  been  in 
antbority  which  will  remove  that  matter  and  release  you  fiom  breath- 
ing the  poison  ? 

"  I  say  deliberately  and  advisedly,  and  I  defy  dieproof,  there  has 
not.  I  tell  you  that  not  all  the  water  which  all  the  water-worka  of 
London  can  snpply  will '  flash '  that  matter  ont  of  the  sewers.  I  t«ll 
yon  a  greater  fallacy  has  never  been  sent  forth  than  that  soKMdIed 
'^  fluahine  " ;  and  my  belief  is  that  few  greater  wrongs  have  bean  done 
to  the  public  at  large  than  the  pertinacious  promulgation  of  so  mia- 
taken  a  theory.  I  have  said  it  before  and  I  now  say  it  again,  human 
excrement  is  of  that  peculiar  nature  that  it  cannot  be  removiid  bv 
water  from  the  sewers  as  now  constructed,  and,  in  fact,  by  no  other 
means  now  practised,  than  by  scraping  and  brooming." 

Such  is  the  testimony  of  some  of  the  world's  moat  Intelligent  en- 
gineers and  sanitarians.  The  same  evils  are  most  deatrnclfvely  aoCive 
in  Boston  and  vicinity  to>day.     How  can  they  be  removed  and  cured? 

The  answer  is  pltun  and  simple.  There  is  one  way  that  is  effectual, 
and  but  one :  that  is  to  keep  your  filth  out  of  tlie  sewers  and  streams. 

A  commission  was  appointed  early  in  1875  to  report  on  "  The  Sew- 
erage of  Boston."  They  have  made  a  report  recommending  the  con- 
struction of  two  large  intercepting  sewers,  with  branches  twenty-nine 
and  one  fifth  miles  in  length,  one  reaching  fVom  Cottage  Station,  Brook- 
line,  to  Moon  Island,  near  ^quantum ;  and  the  other,  beginning  on  the 
north  side  of  Charles  River,  opposite  Cottage  Station,  and  passing 
throQgh  Cambridgeport,  East  Cambridge,  Kverett,  Chelsea.  Breed's 
Island,  to  Point  Shirley. 

The  coat  is  estimated,  tncludiug  pumps  and  engines,  at  aboot 
96,500,00<i.  Home  experts  eatitnaie  the  cost  of  fuel,  running  engines, 
repairs,  superintendence,  interest,  etc.,  ae  $1,000,000  per  year  in  ad- 
dition.   My  obj>'ctlon  to  tliis  plan  is  threefold :  — 

1.  Because  it  wonld  not  cure  a  gigantic  evil,  but  perpetuate  it. 

2.  Becanae  the  expense  ia  enormous,  and  can  return  no  corre> 
spending  advantages  therefor. 

3.  Because  there  are  other  ways  of  removing  the  evil,  vastly  more 
'  effective  and  at  one  quarter  the  cost. 

'Iha  way  to  remove  this  evil  which  I  ahould  recommend  is  tJiat 
^nlnraced  iii  the  laws  given  through  Moses,  viz.  the  use  of  earth  as  a 
covering  instead  ol  water. 

The  reason  is  because  earth  is  a  complete  disiofeotant  and  deodor- 
iser  of  excreta,  and  water  is  not. 

ITobe  Continued.} 
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HOMOWPATHr  IN  THE  UNIVEBSITY  OF  MICHIGAN. 

Ukdeb  this  beading  the  Botton  Medical  and  Surgical  Jortmal 
notices  in  a  recent  number  the  action  of  the  Michigan  State  Medical 
Society  Id  tabling  the  motion  offered  at  the  annual  meeting,  to  censure 
tiie  regents  of  the  Miobigao  University. 

The  object  of  this  censure  was,  aa  a  matter  of  course,  to  reflect 
seTtrely  upon  the  faculty  for  "toleratiag  practitioners  of  a  different 
belief,"  and  to  pave  the  way  for  more  eSbotoal  steps  towards  tiringing 
backthe  medical  departmunt  of  the  university  to  its  original  state  of 
orthodoxy.  What  the  precise  reasons  may  hare  been  which  prompted 
tlie  State  Society  to  take  no  action  in  the  matter  it  is  difiScult  to 
gather  at  this  distance  fVom  the  scene  of  the  late  oonSict ;  bat  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  strenBona  though  futile  efforts  were  made  to 
unite  the  so-called  "  regular  "  wing  of  the  profession  into  a  solid  pha< 
lanx  gainst  tiie  regents  and  the  fouulty,  and  to  bring  a  degree  of 
pressure  to  bear  upon  the  delinquents  by  this  means  which  it  wonld 
have  been  next  to  Impossible  to  resist. 

Wbatber  Hub  welUaid  scheme  failed  of  immediate  effect  in  conse- 
qnoioe  of  the  unanimous  conviction  that  the  moment  was  unfavora- 
ble for  a  decided  more  and  that  at  a  fhture  day  a  more  cnishing  vio- 
toryni^itbegutiediorwhether  it  actually  miscarried,  in  oonseqoenoe 
of  a  serious  diffentnoe  of  opinion  among  the  members  on  the  main 
iasue,  is  as  yet  undetermined.  It  appears,  however,  flx>m  the  key 
stracfe  by  the  Boston  Medifxd  and  SuT^ieai  Journal,  aud  from  the 
direction  ot  various  other  straws,  that  a  majority  in  the  Michigan 
State  Medical  Society  has  declined  to  be  drawn  Into  the  vortex  of  a 
strictly  partisan  action  and  has  dared  to  set  aside  the  authority  of  the 
party  leaders. 

If  this  ia  indeed  the  "  bottom  fact"  we  bail  it  with  Joy  as  an  augury 
of  a  better  day,  although  it  is  to  be  feared  that  the  dawn  will  be  any- 
thing but  serene  aud  beautifhl.  The  Journal  broadly  hints  that  there 
is  a  rod  in  pickle  for  the  men  of  Michigan,  to  be  brought  into  requisi- 
tion at  the  approaching  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association 
unless  the  "  irregularity  "  of  whidi  they  have  been  guilty  is  oorreoted 
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by  the  election  of  delegatea  ready  to  swear  by  the  "code  of  ethics." 
Like  our  neighbor  acroas  the  nay,  we  look  forward  wiih  much  interest 
to  the  diacuBsioD  of  this  topic,  both  in  the  Michigan  Society  and  ia 
Philadelphia,  as  the  result  cannot  fail  to  be  of  historical  importance  to 
the  development  of  Homoeopathy  and  the  prc^ess  of  medicine  gener- 
ally in  the  United  Sutas. 

It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  the  Journal  should  discuss  this  matter 
in  a  tone  of  irritation  and  menace.  The  prospect  as  it  now  presents 
itself  is  certainly  not  a  pleasing  one  for  medical  conservatism ;  bnt  it 

none  the  less  true  that  neither  mere  denunciations  of  Homoeopathy 
Dor  threats  of  coercion  can  in  any  way  farther  the  elucidation  of  the 
principles  involved. 

It  continues  to  be  a  matter  of  surprise  that  the  great  mass  of  alio- 
pathic  assailants  of  Homoeopathy  should  choose  the  course  of  loud 
invective  and  unaccountable  misinterpretation  of  homoeopathic  aims 
and  motives  notwithstanding  the  utter  failnre  of  this  course  to  stem 
the  tide  of  the  "  exclusive  dogma."  They  continne  to  disregaivl 
entirely  the  spirit  of  courtesy  and  candor  in  which  their  arguments 
have  invariably  been  met  by  counter-ailments  drawn  from  modern 
science  and  the  recognized  methodsof  scientific  reasoning,  and  they 
persist  in  lashing  themselves  into  most  unseemly  states  of  anger  on 
every  possible  occasion,  although  the  demoralizing  influence  of  such 
exhibitions  has  long  been  manifest  to  all  thoughtftil  men  both  within 
and  without  the  profession. 

The  cause  and  the  object  of  this  pernioious  and  wide-spread  ani- 
mus among  those  who  claim  to  rest  their  faith  upon  the  "  code  of 
ethics  "  of  the  American  Medical  Association  requires  no  comments, 
but  its  existence  is  of  evil  omen  for  the  Michigan  State  Medical  Soci- 
ety. There  can  be  no  doubt  that  machinations  are  already  on  fixit 
to  bring  the  reousant  Society  to  terms,  and  to  prevent  effectually  any- 
thing like  a  fair  and  open  dbciission  of  the  fundamental  principles 
upon  which  this  question  of  the  MEobigan  University  has  rested  fh)m 
the  very  beginning.  This  is  sufBoiently  evident  from  the  editorial 
declaration  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  which  we 
quote  wrbatim  as  follows ;  "  We  would  remind  the  members  of  the 
Mifjiigun  Medical  Society  that  the  quetition  which  they  will  be  called 
upon  to  discuBs  ia  not  whether  it  is  '  a  liberal  policy '  for  the  faculty 
vfthe  university  to  tolerate  the  presence  of  piactitioners  of 'a  different 
belief,'  but  wbctlier  they  sliall  aaaociate  themseivea  with  charlatans 
without  rebuke.  However  indifferent  American  physicians  may  have 
been  to  standards  of  education  and  some  other  questions,  there  is  one 
point  upon  which  they  have  always  held  a  pretty  general  and  decided 
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opinion,  aad  ire  feel  quite  aare  that '  irregnlaritleB '  of  this  kind  will 
not  be  allowed  to  paes  unnoticed. " 

This  can  mean  nothing  more  or  leas  than  that  the  masses  of  the 
American  Medical  Association,  of  whom  the  Journal  is  a  fair  repre- 
sentative, are  determined  to  admit  of  no  Inquiry  as  to  whether  tJie 
Michigan  regents  and  faculty  might  possibly  be  Justified  in  their 
coarse ;  whether  it  is  within  the  power  of  any  association,  national  or 
other,  to  frame  a  code  of  ethics  in  deQance  of  all  recognized  ethical 
principles  -,  whether  the  vindictive  aspersion  of  men  of  irreproachable 
lives  shall  be  allowed  to  deprive  them  of  the  privileges  and  immuni- 
ties of  the  profession  at  large,  or  wheUier  the  mere  will  of  the  m^ority 
shall  prevail  in  the  decision  of  questions  of  science  as  it  does  in  polit- 
ical questions.  '*  Rebuke  "  and  the  notice  on  the  part  of  the  associa- 
tion  of  '*  irregularities  "  must  be  construed  to  mean  a  blind  and  bitter 
opposittoD,  with  the  alt«rnative  for  the  faculty  and  their  friends  of 
abject  submission  or  expulsion. 

It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  such  threats  have  any  terrors  for  the 
members  of  the  Hichif^an  Medical  Society,  and  whether  there  is  suffi- 
cient manliness,  intelligence,  and  justice  in  the  American  Medical 
Association  to  limit  the  designs  of  its  ambitious  leaders  and  their  over- 
ready  followers.  Meanwhile  we  recommend  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Orst  named  body  the  careful  study  of  the  history  of  the  Birming- 
ham Medical  Institute,  which  will  supply  a  noble  precedent  in  case 
the  need  of  one  should  be  felt ;  and  to  the  last  named  body  we  suggest 
a  faithful  inquiry  into  the  status  of  Horaceopatby  the  world  over.  The 
approaching  meeting  of  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy  will 
be  of  material  aid  In  such  an  inquiry. 


Onk  of  our  Western  contemporaries  expresses  its  abhorrence  of  all 
polemics  by  declaring  it  "  disgracefiil "  to  admit  controversial  matter 
into  the  columns  of  a  scientific  Journal,  —  a  sentiment  which  is  shared, 
we  are  led  to  believe,  by  the  great  majority  of  American  medical  period- 
icals. It  cannot  be  gainsaid  that,  for  those  who  fbel  themselves 
Dnequal  to  the  effort  of  upholding  an  opinion  on  strictly  scientiBo 
grounds,  or  who  have  no  opiniona  to  uphold,  the  avoidance  of  all  con- 
troversy shows  a  most  commendable  mridcratioti.  But  since  no  truth 
of  any  value  has  yet  found  its  way  to  general  acceptance  except 
thiough  the  thorny  path  of  controversy,  we  do  not  hesitate  earnestly 
to  invite  discussions  on  alt  subjects  pertaining  to  our  science  and  art ; 
and  BO  long  as  blows  are  well  directed,  we  see  no  ol>JectioD  lo  any 
degree  of  force  with  which  they  may  be  delivered. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


HoH<EOPATHic  Hospital, 

Ward's  Island,  Feb.  15,  1876. 

Editok  New  Ehqlakd  Medical  Gazette  : 

Dtar  Doctor.  —  To  the  aumeroas  readers  or  yoar  magazine  it  tna^ 
be  a  matter  of  interest  to  know  that  the  Homoeopathic  Charity  Hospi- 
tal of  New  York  is  a  flattering  and  constantly  growing  aucceas. 
Already  over  seven  hundred  patients  have  claimed  the  hoapilality  of 
our  wards,  and  into  vety  many  of  these  new  life  and  hope  has  been 
infused  noder  the  benign  influence  of  homoeopathic  medication. 

Our  hospital  (that  in,  a  hospital  in  which  all  good  homceopaths 
have  an  our-ly  interest)  is  delightfully  situated  on  Ward's  Island, 
some  seven  miles  north  of  the  City  Hall.  This  island,  rock  basod, 
crops  out  at  the  janction  of  East  and  Harlem  Rivers,  and  is  swept  by 
life-giving  breezes  tiom  both  land  and  sea.  The  hospital  stracture 
fltanda  on  an  elevation  some  forty  or  fifty  feet  above  the  water  level,  ■ 
overlooking  the  city  and  Astoria,  together  with  a  portion  of  I^n^ 
Islaod  Sound.  The  building  is  plain  hut  imposing  in  appearance ;  Ic 
is  constructed  of  brick  with  heavy  brown  stone  trimmins;s.  It  was 
erected  in  1868,  and  was  intended  for  and  until  recentlv  has  been  used 
asa  n  Inebriate  Asylum.  There  is  a  frontage  of  two  hundred  and  efghty- 
two  feet,  and  a  depth,  in  the  main  portion,  of  two  hundred  and  twenty 
feet.  The  main  block  is  four  stories  in  height,  the  wings,  three  stories, 
and  the  corridors  in  the  rear  two  stories  high.  The  building  is  heated 
throughout  by  steam,  lighted  vitb  gas,  and  supplied  in  every  vrird 
wiih  hot  and  cold  water.  Its  appliances  are  ozcellont  for  the  caie  of 
the  sick,  and  every  convenience  fbr  a  firat-dass  hospital  can,  with 
little  additional  expense,  be  furnished. 

The  wards  are  not  yet  fully  supplied  with  beds,  there  betn^  a  capa- 
city for  over  six  hundred.  We  have  now  four  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  bads,  over  four  hundred  and  fifty  being  occupied. 

The  House  StalT  numbers  five,  a  chief  of  staff  and  four  assistaato. 
Tlie  latter  ore  Drs.  Joel  D.  Madden,  Richard  B.  Sullivan,  Duncan 
Uacfarlan,  and  Oha'?.  H.  Nichols. 

The  Medical  Board  is  composed  of  the  follo^ng  well-known  pr«oti> 
tioners  :— 

Dr.  Hubert  Guernsey,  President. 
Dr  Wm.  H.  White,  Vux-President. 
Dr.  Alfred  K.  Hills,  Secr^Utrg. 

Drs.  Wm.  Tod  Hclmuth,  C.  B  Currier,  J.  H.  Thompson,  F.  S. 
Bradford,  J.  H.  Demarest,  Geo.  S.  Norton,  McE.  J.  Wetmore,  Joha 
C.  Minor,  Samuel  Lilienthal,  J.  W.  Dowling,  E.  Carlton,  Jr.,  Geo. 
£.  Belcher,  Alex.  BergUans,  A.  P.  Thorp,  F.  E.  Doughty,  C.  A  Bacon, 
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W.  J.  Baner,  T.  D.  Bradford,  H.  D.  Paine,  B.  P.  Burdick,  James 
Bobie  Wood. 

There  are  six  Tisiting  pbysioUss  and  two  Burgeona  conatanLlyon 
doty.  Tbese  make  regular  visits  to  ttie  hoapital  three  timea  a  week, 
for  two  months,  when  they  are  relieved,  and  a  new  set  take  tlieir 
places.  Each  visiting  physician  or  surgeon  serves  four  months  during 
the  year. 

Members  of  the  House  Staff  are  constantly  on  duty,  and  bnt  one  is 
allowed  to  be  absent  A'om  the  hospital  at  a  time. 

A  full  history  of  each  patient  is  taken  on  his  entrance  to  the  hoapU 
tal,  and  a  daily  record  of  the  progrena  of  each  csae  is  careftillj  kept. 
It  is  hoped  that  these  clinical  records,  with  the  remedies  and  poten- 
nes  used,  will  form  a  valuable  addition  to  homoeopathic  literature 
and  be  a  rare  sonrce  of  reliable  information  to  the  stndent  of  homoeo- 
palhio  medicine. 

To  all  practitioners,  everywhere,  a  cordial  invitation  is  extended  to 
visit  this  hospital  and  wiiness  the  progress  that  is  being  made. 
Very  truly  yotin, 

8elden  H.  TalOott, 

aiUf  of  St-ff. 


Meatrs.  Editorg,  —  I  wish  to  say  a  few  complimentary  but  jnat 
words  of  the  well-known  pharmacy  of  Messrs.  Otis  Clapp  A  Soo. 

I  do  this  as  it  is  but  little  known  that  the  Junior  member  of  the 
firm,  Ur.  J.  W.  Clapp,  haa  pursued  and  is  still  pursuing  a  course  of 
slndy  unusual  among  the  pharmaceutists  of  our  school,  including  as  it 
does  the  general  studies  for  a  degree  in  medicine  (he  has  Just  com- 
pleted his  second  course),  and  additional  special  studies  in  general 
and  medical  chemistry,  botany,  and  pharmacology. 

We  all  appreciate  the  necessity  of  pnrity  and  proper  preparation  in 
our  medicines,  and  those  who  ensure  this,  deserve  oar  best  wishes  and 
aMietancc. 

Having  for  the  past  few  months  repeatedly  inspected  the  workings 
and  products  of  the  above-named  establishment,  I  leel  competent  to 
declare  that  the  requirements  of  integrity  and  capacity  are  fiiUy  met. 
In  the  preparation  of  alcoholic  tinctures,  tiie  drug  selected  is  not  only 
pure,  bat  as  far  as  possible  taken  in  its  best  estate,  and  tiom  this  the 
tincture  careAilly  and  properly  prepared. 

In  making  triturations  a  new  and  powertbl  machine  running  by  a 
"water  motor"  takes  the  place  of  the  old-faahioned,  unreliable 
method  of  '*  hired  help,"  and  I  have  demonstrated  that  it  is  efficacious 
by  carefblly  examining  the  result  under  the  microscope,  the  degree  of 
comminution  being,  as  it  should  be,  the  criterion ;  for  example,  triturat- 
ing Lycopodium  with  nine  times  its  weight  of  milk  sugar  lor  one  hour 
has  but  little  effect  upon  the  spores,  and  with  four  times  this  amount 
of  *'  grinding  "  they  are  still  not  euflSclently  broken  up.  I  think  the 
Uesara.  Clapp  have  dime  well  in  substituting  the  microscope  for  the 
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ass.    It  IB  Deedless  to  say  to  those  who  have  ever  beea  there 
nliness  pervades  the  whole  establishment, 
ey  merit,  ao  I  hope  they   will   receive  a  libera]  share  of 
e.  E.  P.  CoLBT. 


SOCIETIES  AND  INSTITUTIONS. 


Nkw  York  Citt,  April  8,  1875. 
Doctor,  —  At  a  meeting  of  the  American  Institute  of  HomtB- 
helil  at  Niagara  Falls,  June,  1874,  the  persons  named 
ere  appointed  to  constitute  the  Bureau  of  Ophthalmology 
logy  for  the  ensuin;;  year.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Bureau, 
ing  the  session  of  the  Institute,  the  subjects  for  discussion 
icted,  and  have  been  assigned  by  the  chairman  as  follows  ;  — 
itioitis  Brightii,  Geo.  S.  Norton.  M.D.,  Ophthalmic  Hospital, 

Corner  23d  Street  and  Third  Avenue,  New  York  City, 
jtic  Neuritis,  W.  H.  Woodyatt,  M.D.,  90  Washington  Street, 

Chicago,  III. 
inte  Sappurative  Inflammation  of  the  Middle  Bar,  T.  P.  Wil- 
son, K.D.,  7th  and  Mound  Streets,  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
ironic  Suppurative  InQammatioD  of  the  Middle  Ear,     W.  L. 

Breyfogle,  M.D.,  LoniMville,  Ky. 
)n8eqiiences  of  Chronic  Suppurative  Inflammation  of  the  Mid- 
dle Ear.  W,  H  Woodyatt,  M.l>.,  90  Washington  Street, 
Chicago,  III. 
maining  members  of  the  Bureau  are  C.  Th.  Lieliold,  H  D., 
SOth  Street,  New  York  City,  and  H.  C.  Angell,  M.D.,  16 
Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

Ian  of  sectional  meetings  for  the  various  bureaux  adopted 
lititute  gives  ample  scope  for  sjjecial  eSbrt,  and  our  last  ses- 
re  very  valuable  to  us.  In  order  to  make  our  next  ones  fruit- 
are  iuviied  to  send  to  the  chairman  or  to  any  member  of  the 
ny  matter  of  value  that  has  come  to  your  notice  in  practice. 
UionB  of  our  remedies  are  specmlly  desired. 
iiatrroan  will  endeavor  to  arrange  material  and  present  it 
LStitute  as  an  annual  review.  Pleuee  preserve  this.  Do  not 
.  it  to  the  waste-basket  or  bide  it  in  a  pigeon-bole,  but  let  it 
n  sight,  a  oonstant  reminder  to  you  to  do  your  best  in  collat- 
which  will  be  of  great  future  value,  and  send  reports  to  the 
1  by  May  15  at  the  latest.  By  all  means  let  us  see  you  at 
ay. 

Yours  fraternally, 

Hbkbt  C.  Hodohtok,  M.D., 

50  West  33d  St.,  New  York. 
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REVIEWS  AND  NOTICES  OF  BOOKS. 


•(•Book*  Met  to  Tn  GaXBtTB  far  oatlM  wIU,  *fi*T  mltsbls  sumlnatloa  : 
pnitnMd  10  tb(  Oolkv*  Llbiuy.  wian  ttMy  will  ba  uuHlble  b>  Ui«  profcHloi 


A  Trkatisb  on  DisEABGa  of  the  Ete:    fob  the  use  of  Stddektb 

ADD  General   PBAcnxioNEKs.      4th  edition,  enlarged  and  illua- 

Irated.    New  York  and  Philadelphia;  Boericke  &  Tafel. 

When  this  work  first  made  its  appearance,  In  18T0,  it  was  warmly 

welcomed  by  the  profession,  and  we  feci  sure  that  the  new  edition, 

enlarged  and  illustrated,  will  meet  with  a  like  reception. 

It  was  not  intended  by  the  author  to  furnish  a  treatise  for  the  spe- 
cialist, but  simply  &  compendium  for  the  general  practitioner  and  a 
text-book  for  Ihe  student.  The  study  of  the  eye,  its  anatomy,  physi- 
olt^y,  and  diseaBes,  is  a  separate  branch  in  medicine,  reqairlng  special 
works;  the  therapeutics  of  diseases  of  the  eye  requires  special  practi- 
tioiierB.  But  it  is  the  duly  of  the  general  practitioner  to  have  a  gen 
eral  knowledge  of  the  subject,  for  there  are  some  coses  which  cannot 
be  sent  to  the  specialist,  and  which,  indeed,  can  easily  be  relieved  by 
proper  treatment ;  there  are  many  other  cases,  seemingly  unimportant 
at  first,  which,  through  bungling  treatment,  become  serious.  Wo 
regard  a  physician  ss  culpably  negligertt  if  he  fails  to  so  inform  himself 
as  to  be  able  to  discriminate  between  cases  which  he  can  cure  and 
those  which  are  beyond  his  skill.  Bat  where  shall  he  obtain  the 
necessary  information  ?  Treatises  on  the  eye  contain  loo  much,  and 
reijuire  too  much  study  for  their  digestion :  the  common  works  on 
theory  and  practice  contain  too  little  lo  be  of  use.  There  is,  lliere- 
fore,  need  for  a  work  whirfi  shall  be  less  complex  than  the  former, 
and  more  definite  than  the  latter.  To  meet  this  want  Dr.  Angell's 
bo<^  was  prepared,  and  it  fits  very  neatly  the  niche  for  which  it  was 
intended. 

The  fonrtb  edition  is  enlarged  and  greatly  improved  by  the  addition 
of  a  chapter  devoted  exclusively  lo  the  anatomy  and  physiology  of 
the  eye.  Other  treatises  on  ophthalmology  have  no  such  arrangement ; 
the  student  is  obliged  to  re^rt  to  a  separate  work,  and  this  be  will 
find  BO  complex  as  to  be  of  little  service,  unless  he  intends  to  make 
the  study  of  the  eye  a  specialty.  Chapter  I  of  Diseases  of  the  Bye 
contains  all  that  is  necessary,  and,  moreover,  it  is  written  in  an 
easy,  conversational  style,  characteristic  of  the  author,  which  makes 
its  pernsal  pleasant  as  well  as  instructive. 

We  heartily  recommend  the  work  to  those  for  whom  it  bas  been 
prepared,  *'  general  practitioners,  and  students  intending  to  become 
inch."  C.  G.  B. 
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BOOKS   AND  PAMPHLETS   RECErVED. 

Repobt  of  thb  Twenty-Fifth  Annoal  Heetino  of  the  New  York 

State   Hou<eopatbic  Medical  Society,  held  at  Albaaj,  Feb.   1 

and  2,  1876. 
Second  Annual  Report  of  tbe  ALimn  Association  of  the  Boston 

UNivEBanr  Medical  School. 
Pettei'8    Anmcal    Dirbctobt   of  thb    HoMtEOPATHTC    Phtsicuits 

RESiDiKQ  IK  Ohio.     1876. 

ITEMS  AND  EXTRACTS. 
iMPBBFBcnoNa  op  the  Hcham  Eye.  —  Prof.  MoLeod,  in  lecmring 
on  this  subject,  spoke  of  the  chromatiuity  of  the  eye,  and  snid  tliere 
was  abundant  evidence  of  the  defects  of  the  organ  in  this  respect 
For  instance,  to  sfaort-sighted  persons  the  moon  appears  to  have  a 
blue  fringe.  In  using  the  spectroscope  the  red  and  hlne  ends  of  the 
spectrum  cannot  be  seen  with  equal  diBtinctness  without  adjuatin({ 
the  focusing  glass  A  black  patch  of  paper  on  a  blue  ground  appears 
to  have  a  fringed  edge  if  viewed  from  even  a  short  distance ;  while  a 
hlack  patch  on  a  red  ground,  when  observed  under  similar  conditions, 
has  a  perfectly  distinct  margin.  Prof  UcLcod  then  explaine<t 
that  the  overlapping  of  images  in  the  eye  produces  the  mental  impres- 
sion that  there  is  no  want  of  achromatism.  It  is  interosting  to  note 
that  Wollaston  considered  that  the  colored  bands  of  the  spectrum  were 
really  divided  by  the  black  (Fraunhofer)  lines,  and  hisatatement  t^at 
the  red  of  the  spectrum  does  not  appear  to  have  a  boundary  line 
"because  the  eye  is  not  competent  to  converge  the  red  rays  prop- 
erly," shows  that  he  bait  very  nearly,  if  not  quite,  discoveretl  the 
achromatic  defects  of  tlie  eye.  Dr.  Young  ascribes  to  WoUaston  the 
merit  of  having  observed  that  when  a  luminous  point  is  viewed  ihrough 
a  prism,  the  blue  appears  to  be  wider  than  the  red,  the  eye  being  inca- 
pable of  recognizing  that  the  spectrum  has  the  same  width  thruui^hout 
itsentiro  length.  An  experiment  was  exhibited  to  show  the  relative 
distinctness  of  a  dork  line  on  grounds  of  various  colors.  A  string  ur 
wire  was  so  arranged  that  its  shadow  traversed  the  entire  lengih  of 
the  spectrum,  which  was  thrown  on  a  screen  by  an  electric  lamp. 
When  viewed  &om  a  short  distance  the  edges  of  the  shadow  appeared 
to  be  sharp  at  the  red  end,  but  gradually  became  less  distinct,  until  at 
the  hiae  end  nothing  hut  a  blurred  line  remained.  —  Journal  vf  Micro- 
ncopy. 

PERSONAL. 

Skmoval.  —  J.  W.  Staniford  &  Co.,  manafacturen  of  homceopsthlc  pblab, 
and  dealers  In  moulded  phtaU,  Klobnles,  corks,  cases,  «tc.,  formerly  af  Mo. 
10  Nonb  Street,  may  now  be  fouod  at  So.  23  Elm  Street,  two  doors  fTom 
Waahington  Street. 

HsMOVAL.  —  F.  L.  Radcuffe,  from  77  St.  Marks  Avenae  to  198  Carrol' 
Street,  New  York. 
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BOSTON,   MARCO,   1878. 


A  STRIKING  AND  INSTRUCTIVE  CURE  WITH  APIS 
MELLIFICA. 

BT  DB.   B.   QODIXON,   JR.,   OF  WEIHAH. 

TYantlaUoji  from  the  Allgemetae  Bomdopatkitche  Zettang,  Nov.  33,  ISTS. 

Hebha»n  R.,  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  a  disabled  soldier,  of 
good  build,  dark  complexiooed,  was  wounded  in  the  year  1870. 
(Gunshot  fracture  of  the  upper  part  of  the  left  thigh,  with 
resulting  anchylosis  at  the  knee.)  From  this  time  the  patient 
had  a  yellowish  complexion.    In  1871  he  had  true  jaundice. 

Very  prone  to  colds  and  catarrh.  Disposition  cheerful,  not^ 
withstanding  great  irritability.  The  ouly  trouble  of  which  he 
wished  to  be  cured  was  swelling  on  different  parts  of  the  body, 
eapecially  on  the  face,  and  oilen  so  sudden  that  one  could  see 
the  affected  part  swell. 

The  swelling  begins  with  small  elevations  reaombling  blisters 
like  ncttle-rasli,  or  erysipelas,  with  continual  itching,  but  with- 
out  producing  any  further  pain.  The  single  small  spots  then 
unite  in  such  a  marvellously  short  space  of  time  that,  after  the 
lapse  of  scarcely  half  an  hour,  the  whole  face,  or  whatever  part 
happens  to  be  affected,  is  completely  swollen.  Very  often  the 
swelling  attacks  the  feet,  so  that  it  is  impossible  for  the  patjeot 
to  draw  on  shoes  or  boots. 

The  weather  has  a  very  great  influence  upon  this  affection ; 
for  with  every  change  of  the  weather,  the  formation  of  these 
swellings  follows  more  or  less.  They  are  worse  from  warmth 
(of  the  bed)  and  improve  visibly  in  the  open  air.  The  swell- 
ing often  disappears  as  suddenly  as  it  came. 
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The  pbysicinns  wlio  had  been  previously  consulted,  comforted 
the  patient  by  telling  him  that  the  aSection  was  of  no  impoiv 
tance,  that  it  would  disappear  in  time,  and  that  there  was  too 
great  seusitiveuess  of  tbe  fikin. 

Besides  this,  since  the  wounds  on  his  leg  had  healed,  the 
patient  had  an  herpetic  eruption  on  both  legs,  which  looked 
alternately  better  and  worse.  At  its  worst,  there  was  consid- 
erable moisture,  so  that  ho  hud  to  bandage  his  legs ;  also  great 
itching  of  the  skin . 

Soda-baths,  tar-soap,  and  cod-lirer  oil  suppressed  the  her- 
petic ei-uption  but  did  not  cure  it.  At  present  (Jan.  19, 1876), 
it  appears  again  pretty  severely. 

Appetite,  digestion,  stooU,  as  well  as  sleep,  are  normal,  also 
the  sexual  functions. 

After  the  use  of  Rhus  aud  Oauslicum'  3d,  the  condition  is 
the  same.  Feb.  4.  Tbe  swelling  reappears  every  four  or  five 
days,  and  is  mostly  on  the  face.  On  the  3d  of  February,  in 
fact,  besides  the  face,  the  arms,  legs  and  a  part  of  the  breast 
were  "fearfully  swollen."  On  the  next  day,  everything  had 
disappeared. 

The  sensitiveness  to  dampness  and  cold  has  already  been 
mentioned,  as  well  as  the  sympathetic  affection  of  the  liver, 
upon  which  most  of  those  consulted  bad  laid  great  stress.  The 
patient  never  had  facial  erysipelas. 

The  eruption  on  tbe  legs  bad  increased  latterly  and  extended 
from  the  knee  to  the  ankle,  and  was  so  moist  that  he  could  not 
walk  out  unless  his  legs  were  bandaged.  If  the  eruption 
became  crusted  over,  a  fearful  itching  followed,  so  that  the 
patient  "  would  like  to  scratch  everything  off." 

He  receives  now  (beginning  of  February)  this  prescription: 
for  three  days,  every  morning  and  night,  Sulph.  3d,  then  for 
three  days,  Grajph.  3d,  then  for  three  days,  Arsen.  5th.  This 
rotation  to  be  repeated. 

On  the  24th  of  February,  he  writes,  "I  am  pleased  to 
inform  you  that  the  swelling  has  not  appeared  for  a  fortnight. 
It  is  true,  there  have  been  signs  of  tbe  tittle  blistop-like  eleva- 
tions during  this  time,  upon  my  breast,  arms,  and  legs,  but 
they  have  disappeared,  for  the  most  part,  in  a  few  hours." 
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Lately  the  patient  has  become  aware  of  a  yellowish-browii 
sediment  in  his  urine,  and  be  has  to  void  urine  oftener  tl)»n 
lunal. 

ITie  condition  of  his  legs  is  the  same ;  they  Btill  become 
moist  and  itcb  fearfully.  For  two  daya  the  eruption  is  dry, 
but  on  the  third  day  the  crusts  drop  off,  and  the  "slimy, 
sticky"  moisture  again  appears. 

In  the  beginning  of  March  the  patient  took  for  twelve  days 
the  first  trituration  (proportion  1-400)  of  Hydrarg,  prmcip. 
Tvb.,  not  only  without  good  reanlts,  but  the  condition  grew 
,  appreciably  worse.  Nearly  every  day  he  is  swollen  to  a  con- 
siderable degree.  His  limbs,  on  the  contrary,  grew  better 
under  this  remedy,  since  they  were  uo  longer  so  exceedingly 
moist. 

On  the  first  of  April,  he  reported  that  his  urine  (which  had 
been  examined  at  my  request)  was  free  from  albumen ;  at  the 
same  time  he  gave  a  more  minute  description  of  the  swelling. 
It  is  not  doughy,  but  perfectly  hard,  and  no  impressions  are  vis- 
ible. The  extent  is  variable ;  at  one  time,  the  face,  on  one  side, 
from  the  ala  nasi  up  over  the  eye,  is  affected  ;  at  another  time 
the  neck  and  the  breast,  or  the  arms,  or  the  other  half  of  the 
face,  and  sometimes  tho  whole  face,  so  that  he  can  use  neither 
eye.     The  skin  always  looks  red. 

Sleep  good ;  tongue  heavily  coated.  "  Especially  when  it  is 
damp,  lam  swollen." 

Perspires  easily,  especially  under  the  arms,  but  also  in  the 
&ce  and  on  the  forehead,  from  the  least  movement. 

Absence  of  fever,  chills,  thirst,  indigestion,  cold  feet,  pains 
in  the  limbs,  epistaxis,  and  hcemorrhoids. 

Up  to  April  1,  tho  patient  had  taken  again  Sulph.,  Graph., 
and  Arsen.,  as  before.  He  writes  as  follows  in  his  letter  of 
April  1 :  "  Immediately  after  the  use  of  the  remedies  the 
swelling  disappeared,  but  appeared  again  day  before  yesterday. 
My  whole  face  was  swollen  from  mouth  to  forehead.  On  the 
next  day  the  swelling  disappeared,  and  to-day  there  ia  not  the 
least  trace  to  be  seen." 

Perhaps  some  of  my  readers  have  concluded  from  the  above 
tliat  here  was  a  hydrogenoid  constitution,  and  have  asked 
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themselves  whether  the  remedy  corresponding  specifically  to 
that  constitution,  Natrum  Sulphuricum,  would  not  be  in  plase. 

The  following  communication  from  the  patient  (April  19) 
may  serve  as  an  answer  to  this  question.  (It  must  be  re- 
marked here,  that  up  to  this  time  he  had  taken,  morning  and 
night,  four  drops  of  the  remedy,  in  the  3d  cent,  attenuation,  in 
half  a  cup  of  warm  water.) 

On  the  6th  of  April,  his  left  eye  was  entirely  closed,  and 
his  mouth  so  swollen  that  he  could  scarcely  open  his  tips ;  on 
the  following  day,  he  was  free  from  the  swelling.  Then  on 
the  eleventh  and  twclflh  of  the  same  month  it  appeared  again,  > 
and  this  time  to  a  far  greater  extent.  The  right  eye,  the  neck 
and  breast  were  swollen,  some  blisters  also  appeared  on  the 
arms  and  legs;  but  on  the  thirteenth,  everything  bad  disap- 
peared. On  the  eighteenth,  the  swelling  was  on  the  lefli  foot 
over  the  instep,  to  such  an  extent  thut  ho  could  not  draw  on 
hia  boot ;  the  right  hand  was  also  swollen  to  above  the  wrist, 
so  that  movement  of  the  fingers  was  difficult;  some  blisters 
showed  themselves  on  the  face,  neck,  and  breast.  On  the  nine- 
teenth, the  swelling  bad  pretty  much  all  disappeared. 

The  swelling  lasts  two  or  three  days.  Before  it  reaches  its 
height  there  is  terrible  itching  of  the  nlTected  places,  and  pain- 
ful tension  of  the  skiu  ;  otherwise  no  pain.  Finally,  it  may  be 
mentioned  that  the  pittient  never  bad  anything  to  do  with 
poisonous  substances,  nor  bad  be  lived  in  rooms  with  green 
hangings. 

What  was  to  be  done?  Should  I  follow  the  example  of  my 
allopathic  colleagues  and  let  the  patient  go,  uncured,  or  should 
I  dismiss  him  with  the  poor  consolation  that  nature  would 
sooner  or  later  effect  a  cure  ? 

But  before  a  man  gives  this  "testimonium  paupertatis,"  be 
should  cast  one  glance  over  the  rich  pathogenetic  effects  in  our 
Materia  Mcdica.  And  who  does  not  obtain  more  satisfaction 
in  this  way  than  from  outside  help?  I  bad  almost  decided,  in 
the  interest  of  my  client,  to  make  use  of  the  columaa  of  the 
Allgemetne  Homceqpathisehc  Zeitung,  in  order  to  get  advice. 
But  I  am  glad  to  say  that  my  own  thought  gained  the  victory. 
I  compared  the  disease-picture,  which  was  pretty  well  defined 
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by  the  patient,  with  the  pathogenesis  of  Apis,  and  although  as 
jet  very  inexperienced  in  the  practical  results  of  this  remedy, 
80  worthy  of  careful  study  and  of  persistent  trial  at  the  bed- 
side, the  theoretical  grounds  seemed  sufficient  to  promise  good 
remits.  The  patient  received  then,  ^ia  6th  c,  four  drops  in 
four tablespoonfuls  of  water;  dose,  two  teaspoonfula,  morning 
■nd  eveniag.  This  was  on  the  21st  of  April.  On  the  25th  of 
Us;  he  writes,  "Inasmuch  as  the  last  prescription  did  me  con- 
liderable  good,  I  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  write  immedi- 
ately at  the  expiration  of  the  fortnight,  but  continued  the 
medicine  and  am  much  improred.  At  times,  it  is  true,  there 
are,  here  and  there,  symptoms  of  the  swelling,  but  they  are  of 
DO  significance,  and  I  am  conrinced  that  the  disease  has  been 
cored.  Heat  has  no  ill  effects  upon  me,  and  I  take  a  great  deal 
of  exercise,  which  makes  me  perspire  profusely,  after  which  I 
feel  very  tired  but  soon  am  all  right  again.  As  a  precaution  I 
■ball  continue  to  take  the  lant  remedy  for  a  while.  For  your 
lucceuful  attempts  I  return  my  heartiest  thanks,"  etc.  etc. 

It  may  be  of  interest,  in  conclusion,  to  compare  the  most 
promineot  Apis-symptoms  with  the  disease-symptoms  in  ques- 
tion;— 


Disease-  St^iptoiis. 

SffelliDg  appearing  suddenly  on 
diflerent  parU  of  the  body,  but 
mostly  on  the  face. 


The  left  eye  entirely  closed,  the 
moalh  BO  swollen  that  be  can 
Karcely  open  it 


Before  the  swelling  reaches  Its 
beigbt  there  is  terrible  itching. 
Would  like  to  scratch  everytLiDg 
oK 


Apis-Stmptoms. 

Swelling,  and  a  redness  like  ery- 
sipelas. 

Swelling  of  the  &ce,  so  that  he 
can  hardly  see  (after  having  been 
stuDg  in  the  face). 

Swelling  of  the  face,  especially 
about  the  eyes.  The  right  eye  en- 
tirely closed,  the  left  nearly  so. 
Face  swollen  beyond  recognition. 
Swelling  of  the  lips.  Upper  lip 
swollen  as  though  the  inner  side 
was  turned  out 

Troublesome  itching. 
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DrSEASE-STMFTOMB,  API8 -SYMPTOMS. 

Swelling  on  the  left  foot,  over 
the  Instep,  so  that  he  cannot  draw        <Edema  of  the  feet  and  legs, 
on  his  boot 

The  Bvelling  (in    the  face  and 
elsewhere)  is  described  as    hard.  Large, /lard  elevaUons  under  the 

The  skin  always  apptars  red.  stin. 

Hard,  livid,  purple-red  swellings 
or  small  elevations  on  the  forehead, 
Herpetic  eruption  on  both  legs.       face,  and  lower  limbs. 

Terrible  itching  as  soon  as  crusts  Itchinij  aad  slinging  in  the  lower 

form.  limbs. 

We  must  confess  thnt  aome  single  symptomatic  peculiarities 
of  the  patient  are  not  present  in  Apis,  at  least  are  not  specially 
mentioned.  For  example  :  moisture,  secretion  of  a  slimy,  sticky 
matter  from  tbe  herpetic  eruption,  the  easy  perspiration,  the 
regular  exacerbation  under  the  influence  of  damp,  cold  weather, 
finally,  the  disappearance  of  the  swelling  in  the  open  air. 

The  propriety  of  the  choice  of  the  remedy  lies  in  the  fact 
that  the  swelling  appears  very  suddenly,  and  again  disappears 
of  itself  almost  as  quickly  and  unexpectedly.  Who  has  not 
had  an  opportunity  of  observing  this  peculiarity,  on  himself  or 
others,  after  a  sting  from  a  bee?  We  must  emphasize,  more- 
over, the  erysipelatous  redness,  as  well  as  the  irresistible  desire 
to  scratch  the  affected  parts  in  order  to  obtain  relief.  Finally, 
we  must  not  overlook  the  fact  that  the  patient  had  jaundice  in 
1871,  and  everyone  of  the  physicians  consulted  was  able  to 
verify  the  sympathetic  affection  of  the  liver,  and  that  Apis  haa 
decided  liver  symptoms:  vomiting  of  bile  and  of  a  bitter 
tasting  fluid,  great  desire  to  sleep,  despondency,  sensation  of 
fulness  and  distention  in  the  abdomen,  etc.  Moreover,  the 
connection  between  the  liver  and  the  erysipelatous  process  must 
be  taken  into  account. 
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ARSENICUM  ALBUM. 

bt  dh.  a.  chak0£. 
Pathogenetic  Effects. 

Mind,  InieUectual  and  Emotional  ^'acuities. — Melancholy; 
conscientious  ecruptes ;  he  imagines  that  be  has  committed 
crimes ;  fear  of  solitude ;  disgust  of  life,  even  to  suicide ;  he 
despairs  of  ever  recovering  his  health ;  anxiety ;  disquietude ; 
ezcessive  anguish,  especially  in  the  evening  in  bed ;  fear  of 
inmiediate  death,  with  weeping,  shuddering,  and  weakness. 

Sead  and  Nervotis  System.  — Frontal  headache,  with  tearing 
in  the  brain,  as  though  it  was  pulled  in  pieces ;  squeezing  in  the 
temples,  as  iu  a  vice ;  painful  lancinations  in  the  temples ;  frfr- 
qnent  and  pefiodical  attacks  of  headache,  either  general  or  semi- 
lateral  ;  congestion ;  vertigo,  with  falling  to  the  right  and  dimneea 
«f  vision;  great  propensity  to  fainting ;  he  itchea  intolerably  on 
the  hairy  parts ;  hair  sensitive  and  painful ;  falling  of  the  hair, 
particularly  on  the  front  of  the  head ;  heat  dry  and  burning ; 
sensation  of  burning  heat  over  the  whold  of  the  body ;  great 
prostration  and  marked  weakness ;  extreme  anxiety,  with 
oppreasion ;  trembling  and  agitation  of  the  whole  body ; 
extraordinary  anguish,  with  movements  disordered  and  almost 
convulsive;  thirst  very  burning  and  nausea;  great  sensitiveness 
to  cold,  and  especially  moist  air,  with  irritability. 

Face. 
Chlorotio  or  deadly  pallor;  all  the  features  of  the  visage 
express  great  anguish  or  even  despair;  swelling  of  the  face 
above  all  round  the  eyes ;  erysipelatous  redness  reaching  cir- 
cularly the  sides  of  the  nose  and  forehead  (painted  spectacles, 
Dr.  Noaek)  ;  leaden,  earthy  complexion;  spots  of  eczema; 
pustules,  which  change  into  ulcers ;  llpa  are  pale,  cyanosed, 
cracked  or  thickened,  and  covered  with  crusts ;  gangrene ; 
twitching  of  the  face,  occurring  in  periodical  attacks. 

Ete3. 

Scaldings  in  the  eyes;  tumefaction  and  pain  in  the  eyelids; 

di^MKsa  of  the  interior  of  the  lids;  lids  spaamodically  closed; 

lively  redness  and  very  marked  injection  of  the  conjunctiva ; 
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flow  of  baroing  tears,  which  excoriate  the  skis ;  flow  of  pus ; 
eyelida  glued,  CBpecially  in  the  morniDg;  epoU  and  ulcers  od 
the  cornea ;  photophobia ;  coutracted  pupils ;  the  eyes  are 
sunken  in  their  orbits ;  the  look  is  dim  or  fixed  >  ictenc  color- 
ing of  the  sclerotic ;  contortions  of  the  eyes. 

£ab8. 
Burning  and  buzzing  in  the  ears;  hardness  of  hearing,  espe- 
cially for  the  human  voice. 

Nose. 
Nose  red  and  swollen;  buroing  within  and  without;  violent 
hemorrhage  ;  chronic  redness  of  the  pitui  tary  membrane  j  ulcer- 
ation, with  ichorous  and  fetid  discharge ;  violent  sne^ing ;  sen- 
sation  of  dryness  in  the  nose,  with  watery,  burning  discharge, 
which  excoriates  the  edges  of  the  nostrils. 

Obqaks  op  RESPnuiioy. 
Sensation  of  heat  in  the  chest ;  oppression  ;  great  difficulty 
of  breathing  in  all  degrees;  Bpirandi  difficulteu  (Sennert)  ; 
attacks  of  periodical,  nightly  suSbcation,  having  more  often 
the  character  of  a  nervous  affection  of  the  respiratory  appara- 
tus, preceded  and  accompanied  by  cough;  cough  dry,  violent, 
principally  in  the  evening  after  he  has  lain  down,  with  ardent 
desire  to  rise  ;  cough  excited  by  drink  or  cold  air,  accompanied 
by  strong  oppression  and  great  weakness ;  cough  spasmodic, 
like  whooping-cough,  and  accompanied  by  painful  oppression; 
very  little  expectoration  during  the  attack^  of  cough;  cough 
dry,  whistling,  especially  in  the  middle  of  the  night  with  diffi- 
calt  spitting;  cough  ceases  only  after  the  emission  of  some 
spatu  ;  tickliog  in  the  trachea  or  bronchi. from  the  least,  change 
of  temperature ;  burning  and  dryness  in  the  larynx ;  voice 
hoarse,  uneven,  frequently  trembling. 

Oboans  op  Ciboclation. 
Palpitation  throughout  the  night,  especially  on  being  .laid  oa 
the  back,  with  attacks  of  intolerable  anxiety  and  dyspncea ;  pal- 
pitation, as  if  one  would  suffocate,  aggravated  by  movement; 
irregularity  in  the  beatings  of  the  heart ;  want  of  synchronisn» 
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io  the  pulse  and  beatings  of  the  heart;  pulse  feeble,  very 
freqaent,  small,  accelerated,  easily  depressed,  aud  sometimes 
hardly  appreciable. 

Obgahs  of  Digestion.  . 
Dryness  of  the  mouth  and  pharynx,  exceptionally  ptyalims ; 
aphthEB;  ulceration  of  the  gums;  bleeding  gums ;  fetid  breath; 
dental  neuralgia;  tongue  red,  dry,  brown  or  black,  cracked, 
trembling ;  burning  dryness  of  the  throat ;  constriction  of  the 
pharynx;  inflammation,  ulceration,  gangrene  in  the  throat,  on 
the  tonsils,  and  iutemal  surface  of  the  cheeks ;  excessive  pain 
in  the  epigastrium,  especially  to  touch;  heat  and  burning  in 
the  stonaach  ;  nausea  and  vomiting ;  vomitings  take  place  imme- 
diately after  having  taken  food  or  drink ;  want  of  appetite,  but 
burning  thirst,  with  dtspositioo  to  drink  constantly,  and  little 
at  a  tinae ;  colic ;  diarrhcea,  with  frequent  fetid  stools,  which 
repeat  themselves  especially  in  the  middle'of  the  night  or  early 
in  the  morning ;  stools  of  all  colors,  watery,  slimy,  containing 
undigested  food  ;  during  stool  cutting,  burning  pain,  and  after 
Btool  tenesmus  and  burning  in  the  anus ;  itching  in  the  anus ; 
congestioa  of  the  liver,  with  constipation  and  epigastric  pain  ; 
distension  of  the  liver ;  distension  of  the  spleen  ;  induration  of 
the  mesenteric  glands ;  swelling  of  the  belly,  with  an  immense 
quantity  of  gas. 

Ubinart  Orqans. 

Pressive  pains  in  the  region  of  the  bladder,  twinges  in  the 
same  region ;  burning  in  the  bladder,  and  frequent  desire  to 
urinate ;  burning  in  the  urethra  at  the  commencement  of  urina- 
tion ;  urine  scarce,  burning,  red,  mixed  with  blood,  with  a  yel- 
lowish, clayey  deposit ;  urine  of  a  dark  violet,  Ahich  takes  a 
bluish  tint  after  it  has  remained  some  time  in  the  vessel ;  reten- 
tion of  urine,  as  from  paralysis  of  bladder ;  abundant  emission 
of  urine ;  excretion  frequent  and  more  copious,  especially  at 
night;  involuntary  emission  of  urine,  principally  at  night; 
powerful  acUon  on  the  urinary  organs.  The  urine  of  Arsenicum, 
treated  with  nitric  acid  and  heat,  gives  a  precipitate  of  albumen ; 
and  when  one  examines  with  the  microscope  he  finds  numerous 
remains  of  epithelial  cells,  fibrinous  cylinders,  and  frequently 
globaleB  of  pus  and  blood.    Ummia.     In  the  autopsy  of  the 
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victims  of  araenical  potsoniug,  ths  kidneys  have  been  found 
swollen  and  bjpereeniic,  the  epithelial  cells  filled  frith  fat  and 
granulatioas. 

Genital  Obqans. 

Male.  —  Swelling  of  the  ponis  ;  very  painful  swelling  of  the 
scrotum;  all  these  parts  are  cedematous  and  of  a  bluish-red 
color,  covered  with  veeicles  and  pustules ;  ulcerations ;  gan- 
grene. 

Female. — Idiopatbio  pruritus  on  the  vulva  and  auus,  or 
eczematous  aud  papulous  eruption ;  excoriation  of  the  labia 
mnjora;  gangrene  in  patches;  acrid  leucorrhoea,  which  excori- 
ates ;  menses  early  and  profuse,  lasting  too  long. 

Tbunk  and  Limbs. 

Burning  pains  with  or  without  paralytic  weakness.  In  trunk : 
violent  pains  ;  drawing  and  burning  in  the  back ;  herpetic  erup- 
tion between  the  shoulder-blades.  In  the  limbs  :  tearing  pains 
with  restlessness,  which  obliges  one  to  move  constantly ;  cramps ; 
swelling ;  ulcers  on  the  ends  of  the  fingers,  with  burning  pains  ; 
vesicles  and  ulcerations  on  the  soles  of  the  feet  and  on  the  big 
toes. 

Paralytic  Weakness.  —  Paralysis,  complete  or  incomplete, 
partial  or  general ;  one  hand  only  may  be  affected  ;  at  another 
time  the  paralysis  begins  at  the  fingers  and  ends  by  involving 
the  whole  side. 

Febbilb  SrupTOMS. 

Pulse  rapid,  feeble,  small,  irregular,  tremulous,  or  sup- 
pressed ;  coldness  of  the  whole  body  with  cold  and  clammy 
sweat;  a  typhoid  condition  should  cause  no  surprise  when  we 
recollect  that  in*cases  of  arsenical  poisoning  the  oharactertstio 
lesions  of  typhoid  have  been  established  ;  periodical  conditions 
are  equally  characteristic  of  its  pure  action. 

Skin. 
Dry,  cold,  or  bluish;  insupportable  pruritus,  which  ia  not 
relieved  by  scratching,  and  which  is  accompanied  by  a  sensa- 
tion of  burning ;  all  forms  of  cutaneous  eruption  from  simple 
erythema  even  to  the  most  extensive  destruction ;  eruptions  of 
all  kinds  and  of  all  parts  of  body ;  erythematous,  erysipelatous 
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nrticarious,  vesicular,  papular,  puatular,  etc. ;  ulcerations  and 
rapid  gangrene  preceded  or  not  hy  iufiammation  ;  bluish  spots ; 
darb,  painful,  burning  pimples ;  suppurations  ichorous  and 
fetid ;  special  action  on  the  hair  and  nails ;  falling  of  the  hair 
and  nails  has  been  verified  in  a  certain  number  of  cases  of 
arsenical  poisoning. 

Jlfode  of  Lying,  Sleep  and  Sympto-ms  of  the  Night.  — The 
patient  lies  with  his  knees  drawn  up,  his  head  and  hands 
upon  bis  knees ;  agitation  attended  n-ith  anxiety,  which  will 
not  permit  one  to  sleep ;  fright  and -apprehension,  which  make 
one  fear  to  be  left  alone  ;  visions  of  death  and  robbers  ;  exces- 
sive anguish,  especially  in  evening  in  bed. 

Chaeactebistics. 

Kapid  failing  of  the  powers,  prostration,  attacks  of  fainting; 
emaciation  ;  burning  heat  in  the  interior  of  the  affected  parts  or 
sharp  pains,  tearings  so  intense  as  to  drive  one  to  fury  and  de- 
spair; aggravation  afler  midnight;  amelioration  from  hot  appli- 
cations and  from  movements  of  the  body ;  agitation  accompa- 
nied by  anxiety ;  repugnance  for  solitude ;  fear  of  dying  caused 
by  seoae  of  oppression;  intevmittence,  sufferings  of  all  kinds 
return  periodically ;  general  or  partial  dropsy ;  mixture  of  exci' 
tation  and  weakness,  or  rather  a  strange  succession  of  symp- 
toms of  depression  and  over-excitation,  of  cramps  and  of  paral- 
ysis, of  melancholy  and  of  irritability,  of  anaesthesia  and  of 
neuralgia.  In  all  affections  which  attack  the  organism  profoundly 
and  which  tend  to  dissolution,  where  there  are  great  weakness 
and  emaciation ;  in  enfeebled  subjects  whose  vital  resistance  is 
very  low,  especially;  when  the  digestive  functions  have  lost 
their  activity. 

The  infiammation  caused  by  Arsenicum  has  a  general  ten- 
dency to  ulceration  with  acrid  and  burning  secretiou.  This  par- 
ticular explains  the  curative  effect  of  arsenic  ia  all  ulcerations 
of  the  skin  and  mucous  membrane.  Arsenicum  is  of  prime 
importance  in  the  breaking  down  brought  about  by  alcoholic 
excesses,  by  insufficient  nourishment,  by  prolonged  residence  iu 
damp,  marshy  localities,  by  endemic  diseases  borne  for  a  long 
time,  by  the  abuse  of  quinine. 

\_Tobe  CoNffnueif  ] 
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DR.  LIPPE'S  REMARKS  ON  THE  TRANSLATOR'S  PREFACE 
OF  THE  ORGANON. 
''""  '"  preface  to  my  translation  of  tho  Organon,  I  used 
ring  expression :  As  for  the  rule  *'8imilia  aimilibua 
pbysiciaas  agree  that  it  is  the  best  practical  guide  to 
the  selection  of  most,  perhaps  of  all,  medicines.  We 
IB  aa  unequivocal  fact,  not  as  a  theory  or  hypothesis, 
ponents  quite  erroneously  term  it.  The  explanations 
'kings  are  as  numerous  and  varied  as  they  are  unsat- 
fram  Hahnemann  to  the  latest  expounder,  yet  the 
;ood  and  safe  one,  and  though  imperfectly  explained, 
Dntinue  to  apply  it  in  practice,  till  at  some  future  time 
njoy  the  privilege,  not  only  of  contemplating  what  we 
d,  but  also  how  it  was  done. 

)pe,  who  read  the  new  translation  as  far  as  the  pref- 
I  exceptions*  to  the  above  expressions,  and  considers 
istified  in  drawing  the  following  conclusions ;  That 
ator  was  not  altogether  imbued  with  the  "  genius  of 
lopathic  healing  art  " ;  that  he  should  have  said  less ; 
d  not  state  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  etc. 
lie  the  above  sentence  remotely  hints  that  perhaps  the 
thic  law  might  not  pertain  to  the  selection  of  all  medi- 
V  counted  by  thousands  and  gathered  from  all  king- 
nature.  What  if  it  did  not  apply  to  a  few?  There 
xceptions  even  to  such  a  law.  Why  not? 
irhaps  Dr.  Lippe  did  not  notice  this  or  care  much 
for  he  dwells  more  particularly  on  other  pai-ts  of  the 
which  he  intends  to  refute  by  Hahnemann's  note  to 
paragraph  of  the  Organon,  in  which  the  latter  urges 
lonment  of  hypotheses  and  theories  and  to  proceed  to 

relation  tlie  translator's  sentence  objected  to  by  Dr. 
ars  to  Hahnemann's  observation,  except  ./i^Iy  to  agrea 
s  not  to  be  discovered  ;  and  although  Dr.  Lippe  saya 
ments  are  unnecessary,  it  seems  as  if  a  good  deal  of 
argument  would  be  required  to  render  any  miscon- 
ide  b7  Dr.  Lippe  entitled  ■■  The  Bearing  Queatlon."  CindnntOt 
\tanM,  rebmary,  1876,  p.  417. 
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strnctioD  of  that  sentence  plausible.  Dr.  Lippe  qaotcs  me  as 
baring  8aid,  "  We  may  continue  to  rule  in  practice,"  and  calls  it 
weak.  For  the  benefit  of  tliose  wbo  have  not  read  tbe  new 
translation  of  the  Organon,  and  who  might  be  persuaded  not 
to  do  So,  I  would  say  that  no  such  expression  was  employed  by 
me. 

The  rule  of  simitars  is  the  best  practical  guide  in  tbe  selection 
of  medicines,  and  it  is  good  and  safe.  There  may  possibly  he 
an  exception.     Why  denounce  this  expression? 

It  contains  the  whole  truth  aa  distinctly  as  it  is  possible  to 
express  it  outside  of  a  court-room.  The  truth  is  alwnys  better 
stated  in  plain  words,  with  a  little  margin  for  possible  excep- 
tions, than  by  the  employment  of  exaggerations,  rhetorical 
flourishes,  or  oath-like  declarations.  Homoeopathy  has  had  to 
suffer  from  bald  assertions  and  exuberance  of  language  on  th« 
part  of  some  of  its  defenders,  who  too  often  stand  in  their  own 
light,  if  not  in  that  of  others. 

So  much  for  the  preface.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  Dr. 
Lippe  stopped  in  the  middle  of  the  translator's  preface,  instead 
of  taking  sufficient  time  to  review  the  important  part  of  the 
book.  It  is  desirable  to  know  whether  those  who  are  most  com- 
petent to  juclge  find  it  to  be  a  good  and  intelligible  translation, 
and  above  all,  a  faithful  one.  That  is  the  true  touch-stono , of 
the  translator's  ability  to  master  the  principles  of  Homoeopathy. 
C.  Wesselhoeft. 


HEAXTH,  AS    AFFECTED   BY    DRAINAGE,  SEWERS,  AND 

SEWAGE. 

Btport  0/  CommitHonerg  on  the  Stacrage  of  BoUon. 


[Condudtd.\ 
The  difference  is  radical ;  one  effects  the  object  desired,  the  other  does 
not.  Tbe  Creator  and  Law-giver  bas  indicated  tbe  covering  that  is 
effective.  Tbe  laws,  precepts,  and  statutes  given  tlirough  Aloses  and 
tbe  prophets  relating  to  this  subject  were  given  for  ull  time ;  and 
their  violation  now  is  just  as  sure  to  be  followed  by  penalties  as  when 
they  were  given.  Are  we  not  now  aufffring  some  of  tlieso  penalties? 
Dr.  Asa  Gray's  Botany  tells  us  that  "  deconipusing  vegetable  mat- 
ter or  manarcB  in  the  soil  are  constantly  evolving  carbonic  acid,  and 
a  large  part  of  it  remains  there,  in  ^the  pores  and  crevices,  among 
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vhicb  the  absorbing  rootlets  spread  and  ramify.  ,  .  .  TbeplanV* 
proper  work  is  assimilation,  viz.  tbe  coDvereion  by  the  vegetable  of 
foreign,  dead,  mineral  matter  into  its  own  living  substance." 

This  "dead"  matter  can  change  into  "living  substance"  in  eartb. 
bnt  not  in  Trater.  Hence  it  seemingly  rebels  against  l}eing  drowned 
as  useless  waste,  and  uses  its  poisonous  odors  to  remind  man  of  bi» 
mistake.  The  offensive  and  poisonons  odor  ceases  the  moment  it  is- 
coTered  by  its  proper  element,  earth. 

This  excreta  will  not  end  can  not  be  tampered  with.  If  turned  inta 
the  sewei'B,  it  carries  its  poison  with  it.  It  saturates  the  soil,  then  the 
air;  and  diminished  vitality,  sickness,  and  death  are  the  natural 
results.  It  came  from  the  earth  lo  man  in  the  form  of  food:  when 
its  function  is  performed,  the  earth  requires  it  back  again.  The  eartlt 
goes  into  bankruptcy  for  want  of  it  when  the  higher  and  lower  laws 
are  violated.  It  is  a  valuable  friend  when  rightly  used  and  a  deadly 
enemy  when  wrongly  used,  because  it  is  among  '<  the  most  pestilen- 
tial matter  known." 

The  commissioners  say,  "  The  point  which  must  be  attended  to,  if 
we  would  get  increased  comfort  and  luxuries  in  our  houses,  without 
doing  so  at  the  cost  of  health  and  life,  is  to  get  our  refuse  out  of  the 
way  far  beyond  any  possibility  of  harm  before  it  becomes  dangerous 
from  putrefaction."  This  concedes  the  dangers,  but  does  not  remove 
them.  The  offensive  and  poisonous  gases  begin  their  work  instantly ; 
they  are  absorbed  and  disposed  of  instantly  if  covered  with  earth. 

Again,  the  commissioners  say,  "  The  sewage  should  start  from  the 
houses,  and  go  in  a  continuous  current  without  stopping,  until  it 
reaches  its  destination,  either  in  deep  water  or  on  the  land."  But  as 
ft  has  to  travel  several  miles  on  nearly  a  dead  level,  it  has  abundant 
time  to  dispense  its  poisonous  gases,  and  does  do  so  most  effectually. 
This  subject  seems  to  belong  to  the  domain  of  medicine,  agricul- 
ture, chemistry,  and  botany,  rather  than  to  that  of  engineering ; 
although  one  of  the  definitions  of  engineering  is,  "The  art  of  utilizing 
the  forces  and  materials  of  nature."  This  would  hardly  apply  in  this 
case,  because  the  effort  seems  to  be  to  waste  "  the  forces  and  mate- 
rials of  nature."  The  prodigal  son  also  "  wasted  his  substance."  His 
example,  however,  in  one  respect,  was  a  good  one,  viz.  be  repented^ 
and  changed  his  course. 

Liebig  has  written  much  and  well  on  this  subject,  and  says  it  is  only 
necessary  for  the  engineer  and  agriculturist  to  come  to  a  good  under- 
standing  in  order  to  solve  the  question.  In  the  plan  before  us  botli 
chemistry  and  agriculture  seem  to  have  been  overlooked. 

Some  time  since  the  New  York  Times  published  the  following  arti- 
cle, which  was  reprinted  in  the  Boston  Daili/  Adwrtiser.  Can  facts 
like  these  be  safely  ignored  by  an  intelligent  public? 

"  Sewagb  vs.  Guano.  —  Liebig,  the  eminent  chemist,  lately  startled 
the  imperturbable  gravity  of  John  Bull  by  demonstrating  the  fkct 
that  the  very  marrow  of  the  British  Islands  was  rapidly  escaping  into 
the  sea  through  the  sewers  of  London,  and  prophesying  that,  unless  be 
bestirred  himself  and  stopped  this  waste,  his  fair  territory  would  ere 
long  be  as  barrel}  and  unproductive  as  a  desert,    A  moment's  reflec- 
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tion  upon  the  increase  of  two  articles  of  importation  would  have  sat- 
isfied a  political  economist  that  the  British  soil  was  becoming  impov- 
erished, though  the  cause  might  not  have  been  so  apparent.  We 
refer  to  the  importation  of  breadstuffs  as  food  for  the  people  to  supply 
the  deficiency  of  their  home  agiicoltural  productions,  and  of  gnaoo  as 
a  fertilizer  of  the  soil. 

"  Liehig,  however,  has  proved,  by  the  moat  conclnsive  facts  and 
reesoDing,  that  the  large  towns,  of  which  London  is  the  type,  are  the 
great  waste-gates  of  the  fertility  of  the  sell ;  and  that  through  them 
the  veiy  essence  of  fertilization  flows  incessantly  into  the  sea  beyond 
the  power  of  Teclamation.  Every  fanner  knows  well  that  if  be 
removes  all  his  crops  to  the  town  for  consumption  and  returns  nothing 
back  to  the  soil  that  produced  them,  his  lands  soon  become  unproduc- 
tive. Tlie  same  is  true  of  a  district  and  of  a  country.  But  if  the 
town  should  carefully  preserve  all  the  material  for  fertilizing  the  soil 
which  it  is  constantly  engendering,  the  waste  of  its  hon^es,  yards, 
stables,  streets,  etc.,  and  return  it  to  the  land  that  produced  tJie  food 
of  its  inhabitants,  it  is  evident  that  the  supply  to  the  soil  would  be 
equal  to  the  waste,  and  the  reciprocal  advantf^cs  of  this  relation  of 
town  and  country  would  add  to  the  prosperity  of  both  alike,  and  beau- 
tifully illustrate  that  highest  principle  of  political  economy, —  the 
mntual  dependence  of  classes  in  community. 

"An  eminent  writer  recently  entered  into  a  careful  estimate  of  the 
actual  loss,  in  dollars  and  cents,  to  the  country  of  fertilizing  agencies 
through  the  sewers  of  London.  Our  readers  will  scarcely  believe  the 
grand  total,  —  $41,827,500.  This  estimate  is  based  upon  a  careful 
analysis  of  the  waters  of  the  different  sewers,  and  the  proper  valuation 
of  the  materials  which  they  contain  when  applied  as  manures.  Well 
may  the  writer  add,  — 

'"If  this  matter  were  collected  and  applied  to  agricultaral  pur- 
poses, and  if  the  same  course  were  adopted  with  all  the  other 
towns  in  England,  not  only  would  an  annual  revenue  bo  raised  suffi- 
cient to  pay  the  interest  of  the  national  debt,  but  the  agriculturists 
of  England  would  then  be  on  a  par  with  the  manufacturers,  for  they 
night  then  become  exporters  instead  of  importers.  Not  only  would 
there  be  a  cheap  loaf,  cheaply  obtained,  without  having  to  send  10,000 
miles  for  the  manure,  and  leavini;  so  much  gold  in  its  place,  but  in- 
crease of  population,  instead  of  being  a  curse,  would  then  be  a  bless- 
ing ;  for  the  supply  —  at  least  of  corn  — ■  would  increase  at  the  same 
rate.' 

"  There  are  some  facts  connected  with  this  inquiry  of  great  pratv 
tical  interest  to  the  agrienltnrist  of  this  country.  Already  has  the 
importation  of  guano  become  an  established  business  among  us,  and 
yet  therefuse  of  New  York  City,  if  properly  employed,  would  render 
this  island  more  valuable  than  all  the  far-famed  guano  fields  of  the 
Pacific.  If  we  estimate  the  value  of  the  sewer^e  of  New  York  by  the 
same  formula  that  was  applied  to  London,  the  value  of  this  material 
as  a  manure,  applied  to  the  soil  according  to  the  rates  paid  for  guano, 
wonld  amount  to  the  round  sum  of  $16,000,000 !  These  figures  may 
appear  fabulous,  and  yet  it  can  be  demonstrated,  chemically  and  math 


112  THE  NEW  EKOLAKD  MEDICAL   GAZETTE.         [March, 

ematically,  that  our  eewers  are  bat  immeiisa  condaite,  through  which 
flow  with  ceaseless  current  to  the  sea  the  very  essence  of  the  soil,  and 
the  best  fertilizing  t^enciea  known  to  man. 

"  Tlie  warning  of  the  German  chemist  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
British  Islands  should  fall  with  startling  effect  upon  our  own  eiira ;  for 
the  same  causes  are  operating  to  impoverish  our  lands,  beyond  the 
power  of  guano  to  restore  tbem." 

Civilization  seems  to  be  constantly  endeavoring  to  destroy  itaelf,  and 
in  neglecting  and  tampering  with  its  fillb  is  harboring  one  of  its  most 
destructive  agents.  War,  as  a  destructive  power,  will  not  compare 
with  it  "  My  people,"  saya  the  prophet,  "are  destroyed  for  lack  of 
knowledge;  bccauBe  thou  bast  rejected  knowledge,  1  will  also  reject 
thee,  that  thou  shalt  be  no  priest  to  me."  A  foul  or  "  unclean  "  camp 
is  more  destructive  to  health  and  life  than  all  the  batteries  that  the 
enemy  can  employ.  Any  profession,  therefore,  that  rejects  or  misap- 
plies knowledge,  would  seem,  by  so  doing,  to  place  itself  outside  of 
the  priesthood  of  science  and  truth. 

A  recent  statement  says  the  destrnction  of  crops  In  the  West  by 
noxious  insects  oc  locusts  the  last  year  was  1200,000,000.  Near 
$100,000  was  expended  in  attempts  to  destroy  them,  which  resulted 
in  gathering  near  100,000  bushels.  Between  the  destruclion  caused 
by  a  "  lack  of  knowledge"  in  relation  to  disposing  of  noxious  gases, 
and  of  noxious  insects,  Ibe  food  and  health  of  man  seems  in  a  very 
uncertain  condition. 

Has  any  Gchool  of  medicine  reached  the  point  of  definite  results,  so 
as  to  be  an  intelligent  instructor  on  (his  subject?  Have  statesman- 
ship, poUlicnl  economy,  agriculture,  engineering,  reached  a  point 
IVom  which  they  can  lead  the  mind,  "in  freedom  according  to 
reason,"  to  intelligent  conclusions,  or  are  they  content  to  lead  and 
be  led  by  a  persuasive  blindness,  hoping  to  find,  bat  not  seeing,  a  way 
through  the  dark?  Is  this  a  leading  through  the  light  of  knowledge, 
or  is  it  "the  blind  leading  the  blind"? 

Some  twenty  years  since  I  was  standing  on  the  border  of  Lake  Co- 
chituate.  In  Natick,  near  the  entrance  of  Fegan  Brook.  A  resident 
called  my  attention  to  the  facilities  that  were  forming  to  pollute  the 
stream.  I  saw  at  a  glance  that  the  work  had  commenced,  and  at 
once  reported  the  facts  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Water  Board.  He  had 
no  fear, "  water  would  cleanse  itself,"  etc.  A  subsequent  chairman  of 
the  same  Board  told  me  he  tried  to  obtain  action  to  cure  this  evil,  but 
could  not.  Now,  authority  has  been  asked  of  the  Legislature  to 
spend  between  $200,000  and  $300,000  to  turn  the  stream  into  Cbaries 
Kiver.  Residents  on  Charles  Hiver  protested,  and  said  it  ought  to 
go  into  Sudbury  River.  Here,  too,  there  were  objections,  and  there 
the  matter  hangs. 

There  is  a  way  to  remove  this  difflcnlty,  at  moderate  expense, —  not 
to  exceed  the  interest  on  the  cost  of  a  sewer, — which  would  save 
both  streams  from  pollution. 

An  nppiopriation  of  1200,000  has  been  voted  by  the  Boston  City 
Council  to  build  a  sener  in  Mystic  Valley,  to  turn  the  drainage  of  Uie 
tanneries  into  Itoston  Hiirbor.  There  is  also  a  cheaper  and  better  way 
of  disposing  of  this  matter,  by  utilizing  instead  of  wasting  it. 
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Ad  aoalysia  of  the  ecirage  of  London,  taken  at  several  of  tUe  sewer 
mootha  on  the  river,  proved  that  it  coDtftined  only  five  per  cent  of 
natriment  for  plants,  while  every  drop  of  the  water  wilt  disseminate 
gaaes  destructive  to  human  life. 

Common  stable  manure  is  readily  sold  at  the  Btables  in  this  city,  at 
an  average  of  $6  per  cord.  The  excreta  contains  a  greater  amount  of 
the  properties  essential  to  the  fertilization  of  plants  than  any  other 
substance  ;  is  less  bulky,  of  greater  value,  and  can  be  more  easily  and 
less  expensively  utilized  than  the  former.  In  short,  Batn'ny  is  less 
costly  than  wasting,  financially,  bcsitles  leaving  our  streams  pure,  the 
sewers  free  from  poisoned  gases,  aud  saving  the  soil  from  bankruptcy. 

lUuslralions  of  this  may  be  seen  in  ihe  vegetable  gardens  of  Arling- 
ton, nliere  three  and  four  yearly  crops  are  raised,  and  where  $1,500 
b&ve  been  realized  for  these  crops,  on  one  acre  of  land,  in  a  single 
year.  ' 

The  plan  of  these  coromissiooers  is  based  solely  on  waste.  Tb« 
definition  of  this  term  in  law,  is  "  spoil,  destruction,  or  injury  done  to 
lands,  etc."  According  to  Blackstone,  "  Whatever  does  a  lasting 
damage  to  the  IVeehold  is  a  waste."  "Little  wastes  in  great  establish- 
ments, constantly  oocurring,  may  defeat  the  energies  of  a  mighty 
capital." 

The  manufacturer  or  merchant  who  conducts  his  business  on  such 
aprincipleof  waste  soon  finds  himself  in  difficulty.  An  intelligent 
wool  manufacturer  made  himself  rich  by  the  saving  gained  in  pur- 
chasing wool  afier  cleansing  instead  of  before.  There  is  wealth  even 
Id  these  cleansings,  to  enrich  soils,  though  not  to  make  into  fabrics. 
Gttvemments  are  subject  to  the  same  laws.  Prof.  Palmer  says,  "  If 
the  rich  materials  which  enter  into  the  food  of  man  be  buried  deeply, 
or  washed  into  the  sea,  the  ultimate  exhaustion  of  that  soil  can  only  be 
a  question  of  time.  The  Cloaca  Maxima  of  ancient  Rome,  carrying 
tbe  waste  of  that  great  city  into  the  Mediterranean,  and  thus  im- 
poverishing of  the  soil,  has  been  regarded  as  among  the  chief  causes 
of  the  fail  of  the  empire. 

Dr.  Stramm,  a  distinguished  physician  in  Germany,  who  has  given 
many  years  of  his  life  to  the  study  of  epidemic  diseases,  believes  that 
they  can  be  nearly  exterminated  by  proper  attention  to  cleantinesa 
and  other  hygienic  measures.  He  says,  "  Before  erecting  statues, 
building  museums,  and  buying  expensive  pictures,  towns  should  be 
relieved  of  bad  odors  and  fermenting  putrescence,"  and  adds  that 
"  good  privies  are  far  higher  signs  of  civilization  than  grand  palaces 
and  mnseums  of  art." 

He  aays  wherever  there  is  a  bad  odor  from  bad-conditioned  water- 
closets  and  cesspools,  poison  will  penetrate  into  dwellings,  and  epi- 
demics will  follow.  He  says  that  when  the  capital  of  Egypt  was  re- 
moved from  Thebes  to  Memphis,  —  from  the  upiier  country  to  the 
marshy  lowlands,  where  drainage  was  bad  and  the  air  infected,  —tiia 
empire  gradually  declined. 

Dr.  Williams,  In  his  "  Principles  of  Medicine,"  says  "  Every  ill- 
drained  house  has  a  Pandora's  box  ready  to  pour  forth  its  evils.  These 
materials  continually  poison  both  air  and  water,  and  disease  resnitB." 
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The  water  required  for  simply  domestic  Dses  in  Boston  is  moderate 
as  compared  with  that  needed  to  remove  flith.  It  is  probable  that  if 
the  dry  earth  system  had  been  introduced  twenty  ^years  ago,  there 
would  now  be  a  snfflciency  of  water  for  some  years  to  come,  making 
a  saving  of  several  million  dollars.  The  total  cost  of  the  Boa-  ' 
ton  Water  Works  to  May  1,  1875,  was  $24,402,332.12,  and  net  coat 
$10,786,789.19.  The  total  cost  of  the  same  to  January  1,  I860,  was 
$10,366,641.83,  and  net  cost  $6,031,190.22.  This  cost  do^a  not  in- 
clade  the  Mystic  Waterworks,  which  supply  Charlcstown. 

It  is  often  said  that  attempts  to  utilize  sewage  have  proved  a  fail- 
ure. This  is  easily  accounted  for,  viz.  because  when  taken  fix)ra  the 
sewer,  it  has  parted  with  ninety-five  per  cent  of  its  fertilizing  proper- 
ties. 

When  we  consider  that  our  Water  Works  have  already  cost  the 
city  over  $24,000,000,  with  o  prospect  of  an  expenditure  of  half  as 
much  more  to  obtain  a  full  supply  and  to  protect  it,  and  then, 
after  polluting  it,  of  expending  $6,000,000  to  $7,000,000  in  addition 
to  pump  and  force  it  into  deep  water,  it  may  be  thought  about  time 
to  look  this  matter  square  iu  the  face,  and  faithfully  test  the  question 
of  advantage,  as  between  the  two  systems  of  saving  and  wasting. 

The  English  Parliament  have  been  earnestly  petitioned  to  ezeroise 
their  authority  to  save  their  streams  from  pollution.  The  same  ne- 
cessity exists  for  the  exercise  of  snch  authority  here.  In  a  recent 
discussion  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  it  was  suggested,  ia  answer  to 
a  question,  that  if  the  towns  bordering  upon  Mystic  Pond  insist  upon 
their  right  of  drainage  into  it  —  i,  e.  of  polluting  it  —  it  might  be  ex- 
pedient to  abandon  that  pond  and  obtain  a  enpply  iVom  the  Uhawshine 
River,  which  enters  the  Merrimac  near  Lawrence.  Here,  too,  is  a 
prospect  for  a  few  millions  more  of  taxation  I  Does  not  this  present 
a  signiGcant  anomaly  in  our  civilization,  the  right  of  towns  to  pol- 
lute and  poison  their  own  and  their  neighbors'  water? 

The  dry  earth  system  has  been  introduced  into  New  Orleans  from 
a  sort  of  necessity,  because  the  bed  of  the  river  Is,  fortunately,  higher 
than  the  land  on  the  sides,  which  saves  it  from  pollution.  A  company 
has  been  organized  under  the  statutes  of  the  Static,  with  a  capital  of 
$500,000.  A  person  thoroughly  competent  to  form  an  Intelligent 
opinion,  writes  thus :  "  When  in  New  Orleans  last,  the  company 
seemed  to  me  to  be  doing  a  great  and  good  work.  Outside  of  the  city 
they  have  large  drying  sheds  where  the  earth  Is  prepared,  from  which 
it  is  taken  to  the  city  by  teams  in  twenty-gallon  casks,  with  handles 
on  the  Bides,  easily  handled  by  two  men.  Their  carts- and  equipments 
are  extensive  and  in  excellent  style,  equal  to  any  express  wagons. 
Two  men  go  with  each  wagon  delivering  the  ftcsh-dried  earth  and  ex- 
changing for  that  which  has  been  used." 

I>r.  A.  B.  Palmer,  Professor  of  Medicine  in  the  University  of  Mich- 
igan, and  in  Bowdoin  Medical  College,  has  publislied  a  pamphlet  on 
"Dry  Earth  ns  a  Means  of  Disposal  of  Excreta."  He  cites  a  great 
variety  of  cases,  and  quotes  the  views  of  numerous  experts,  at  home 
and  abroad,  and  gives  the  experience  of  those  who  have  made  trial  of 
it  in  private  houses  and  in  public  institutions.    He  soys,  "  Wo  bave 
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seen  the  plan  in  operation  upon  a  large  scale  at  Fort  Adams,  Newport, 
fi.  I.,  wbera  a  large  namber  of  soldiers  were  using  the  earib  closets, 
and  where  there  was  an  entire  absence  of  all  those  odors  which  we 
have  never  before  ftuled  to  perceive  even  in  well-regulated  water- 
closets  used  by  a  lai^e  number  of  persons.  Wo  have  seen  the  eartli 
commodes  in  nse  in  hospitals  and  private  dwellings,  and  where  proper 
care  was  exercised,  with  the  most  complete  success."  Col.  D.  C. 
Honston,  u.  s.  a.,  says  of  the  same,  that  they  "  give  entire  satisfac- 
tion," that  "  the  soldiers'  closet  woriied  perfectly,  and  the  commodes 
are  of  great  advantage  in  cases  of  siclcueas  aad  in  hospitals."  Gen. 
Jno.  M.  Cnyler,  Surgeon,  v.  s.  a.,  gives  the  system  bis  unqualiGed 
approval. 

Physicians  of  ttie  Pennsylvania  University,  Blaryland  Hospital, 
Connecticut  State  Hospital,  the  Sanitary  .*4aperintendeat  of  Chicago, 
and  others,  concur  in  saying  that  it  "  fulQls  all  the  requirements  of 
snch  a  convenience  for  a  hospital,  as  well  as  for  a  sick-chamber  or  for 
family  use."  Prof.  Johnson,  of  ^ale  College,  speaks  of  the  efficacy  of 
dry  earth  as  a  disinfectant,  etc. 

Lai^e  hotels  and  public  buildings  are  now  so  arranged  that  earth 
is  furnished  and  taken  away  without  the  knowledge  of  occupants. 

Dr.  Palmer  sums  up  the  objects  to  be  gained  by  "  the  earth  aystem  " 
thus:  1.  To  afford  a  comfortable  closet  on  any  floor  of  the  house, 
which  may  be  supplied  with  earth  and  cleansed  of  its  deposits  with- 
oat  annoyanee  or  inconvenience.  2.  A  portable  commode,  in  any 
dressing-room,  bedroom,  or  closet,  the  care  of  which  is  no  more  dis- 
agreeable than  that  of  a  slove.  3.  Appliances  for  the  use  of  immova- 
ble invalids,  which  entirely  remove  the  unpleasant  accompaniments 
of  their  care.  4.  The  removal  of  the  most  fertile  source  of-  typhoid 
fever  and  varions  other  diseases.  5.  The  complete  suppresaton  of  the 
odors,  which,  despite  the  comfort  and  elegance  of  modern  living,  still 
hang  about  our  cesspools  and  privy  vanl^,  and  attend  the  removal  of 
their  contents.  6.  The  complete  deodorization  of  the  bucket  so  com- 
monly used  in  jails  and  prisons.  7.  The  realization  of  a  fertiliser  of 
material  value  to  the  ^;ricnltnrist." 


HEALTH  AS   AFFECTED  BY  DRAINAGE. 

The  subject  to  which  I  invite  your  attention  at  this  time  is  health, 
as  affected  by  drainage  and  ventilation. 

One  of  the  great  objects  to  be  attained  in  every  civilized  community 
is  a  sound  mind  and  asonnd  body,  —  the  latter  l>eing  necessary  to  the 
possession  of  a  sound  mind  in  a  sonnd  body.  Man  was  created  to 
live  a  life  of  usefulness  in  the  world,  to  flilfll  a  mission.  It  is  a 
debt  which  he  owes  to  society  and  his  Maker.  IF  this  mission  is 
distorbed  or  abridged  by  impaired  health  or  premature  death,  the 
end  of  creation  in  this  respect  is  not  realized  in  this  world.  The  loss 
to  the  community  In  one  aspect  is  measured  by  the  extent  of  this 
impaired  life. 
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Writers  upon  vital  statistics  divide  the  communitj  into  two  classes, 
viz.  ttie  Dependent  Classes  and  the  Producing  Classea.  The 
Dependent  Classes  include  those  under  fifteen  and  over  seventy 
years  of  age ;  and  tiie  Producing  Classes,  those  hetween  fifteen  and 
seventy  years. 

The  cost  to  the  comtnunily  for  the  support  of  each  child  is 
estimated  by  Dr.  Jarvis  at  $50  per  year,  and  the  pecuniary  loss  to 
the  community  by  the  death  of  a  child  can  be  determined  by  multiply- 
ing $50  by  each  year  of  its  age. 

Ko  in  regard  to  preventable  sickness. 

It  is  estimated  by  a  learned  commission  of  the  British  House  of 
Commons,  after  a  careful  survey  of  the  whole  question,  that  the  loss 
to  the  community  from  this  cause,  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  is 
the  enormous  sum  of  $100,000,000  per  year. 

Now  the  same  causes  are  in  operation  in  this  country  and  in  this 
city,  and  arc  producing  similar  results  as  in  the  Old  World.  Instead 
of  learning  by  their  mistakes  wo  s^em  content  to  repeat  them. 

In  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  in  1655,  there  was  a  population 
between  the  ages  of  fifteen  and  seventy  years,  of  743,523,  Tho 
amount  of  sickness  among  them  was  G, 663,305  days,  averaging  8.82 
days  to  each  person. 

The  report  of  tiie  industry  of  the  State  for  the  same  year  showed 
the  products  of  labor  to  be  $295,826,691.  The  loss  by  sickness, 
therefore,  computed  at  the  same  rate,  was  $7,129,422. 

Tho  number  of  deaths  in  Massachusetts  in  1859,  under  fifteea 
years,  was  8,953.  Their  average  oge  was  two  years,  five  months,  and 
twenty-one  days,  making  22,171  }eBrB.  At  $50  per  year,  their  cost 
to  the  community  was  $1,108,590.  Thus  these  vital  machines,  which 
bad  been  thus  far  built,  were  lost  to  the  force  and  capital  of  the 
nation. 

Prominent  among  the  causes  of  a  loss  of  vitality,  of  sickness,  and 
of  death,  are  bad  drainage  and  bad  ventilation. 

Of  the  total  number  of  deaths  which  lake  place  over  the  whole  Bar- 
face  of  the  globe,  it  has  been  ascertained  that  nearly  one  half  are 
caused  by  fever  in  its  various  forms.  The  principal  canse  of  fever  is 
a  miasmatic  state  of  the  atmosphere,  produced  by  an  excess  of 
moisture  in  the  ground,  from  which  poisonous  exhalations  arise, 
vitiating  the  air,  and  carrying  into  the  xystcm  a  virus  which  either 
produces  fever  or  has  a  disturbing  effect  upon  the  organs,  and 
weakens  the  general  system,  thus  predisposing  it  to  maladies  to 
which  the  body  is  subject. 

Hence  the  importance  of  preventing  the  aggr^ation  of  water  la 
any  particular  localities  and  of  removing  such  as  has  been  allowed  to 
collect.  Neglect  of  these  precautions  is  attended  with  fearful  con- 
sequences, as  the  experience  of  the  older  cities  of  Europe  abundantly 
shows. 

The  filling  and  grading  of  streets  needs  to  be  attended  to  with  the 
greatest  care,  to  provide  for  thorough  undeiground  drainage,  as  well 
as  for  the  disposal  of  all  surface  water,  and  particularly  that  whioh 
drains  through  the  animal  and  vegetable  refuse  which  accumulates  in 
all  largo  cities. 
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A  disregard  of  these  conditions  canses  fevers ;  and  the  fearM 
KODTges  which  sweep  over  Europe,  from  time  to  time,  show  that 
the;  break  out  ia  precisely  those  localities  in  every  city  where  the 
ande^Toand  soil  was  ready,  to  generate  the  elementa  required  to 
bring  them  into  activity. 

In  the  city  of  Glasgow,  built  upon  made  soil,  in  the  five  years  end- 
ing in  1840,  nearly  56,000  persons  were  attacked  with  fever,  —  every 
fifth  person ;   and  of  these  nearly  5,000  died. 

London  has  probably  euSercd  more  than  any  city  in  the  world  from 
imperrect  drainage.  Lai^  districts  have  been  reclaimed,  in  times 
put,  from  awamps,  which,  being  imperfectly  drained,  have  been 
visited  with  plagues,  scourges,  and  fires,  until  society  has  felt  com- 
pelled to  widen,  grade,  and  drain  the  territory  in  a  way  to  free  them 
from  these  evils. 

Hamburg,  Berlin,  and  Vienna,  all  testify  to  the  same  effect. 

To  show  the  importance  which  is  attached  to  this  subject  in  Lon- 
don it  is  only  necessary  to  state  this  fact :  Her  authorities,  after 
most  thorough  examination  and  consideration  of  learned  commissions, 
have  proposed  plans  and  estimates  for  two  monster  sewers,  one 
twenty-three  and  the  other  twenty-four  mites  long,  at  an  estimated 
coat  of  from  $35,000,000  to  $55,000,000,  to  relieve  the  river  Thames, 
now  a  gigantic  cesspool.  The  plans  as  described  are  from  thirty- 
seven  to  thirty-nine  feet  wide,  and  sixteen  feet  deep.  [These  sewers 
have  since  been  made  at  a  cost  of  over  $20,000,000.] 

Malaria,  or  bad  air,  is  produced  by  the  rapid  disintegration  of 
matter,  where  putrescence  is  favored  by  heat  and  moisture.  It  denies 
to  man  hospitality,  and  opposes  the  extension  of  his  sovereignty  or 
the  evolution  of  his  social  forces.  It  proceeds  firom  marshes,  formed 
by  the  stagnation  of  water,  ocoasioued  by  the  absence  of  fall  foe  its 
passage  into  streams ;  also  by  artificial  dams,  ponds,  and  basins,  in 
which  imparities  accumulate ;  by  mixture  also  of  fresh  with  salt 
waters  on  flat  sea-shores,  followed  by  hot  and  dry  weather.  These 
marshes  vary  in  their  aspect  with  the  climate.  Some  of  them  send 
out  a  poison  of  terrible  power.  The  Roman  States,  with  Tuscany 
and  the  Italian  coasts,  pay  a  death  tribute  of  60,000  annually. 

A  traveller  asked  one  of  the  pale  inhabitants  «f  the  Pontine  basin, 
how  they  could  live  there.  "  We  do  not  live,"  was  the  reply,  "  we 
are  dying."  The  reaction  of  malaria  on  the  human  organism  is  such 
that  children  are  born  presenting  its  symptoms.  They  grow  puny  and 
sallow,  remain  sictily,  puffy,  dropsical,  subject  to  fevers  and  ulcers, 
which  heal  with  difficulty,  they  know  neither  the  joys  of  infancy 
nor  the  spring  of  youth.     Life  ia  a  prolonged  agony. 

Bishop  Het)er  noticed  in  these  regions  a  milky  vapor,  called 
the  essence  of  owl.  He  aalced  if  it  was  true  that  monkeys 
deserted  these  woods  during  the  unhealthy  mouths.  The  answer 
was,  "  Not  the  monkeys  only,  but  everything  that  has  the  breath  of 
life,  instinctively."     Horses,  dogs,  and  domestic  fowls  are  sufferers. 

The  instinct  of  monkeys,  it  seems,  prompts  them  to  avoid  a  poison- 
ons  malaria,  while  the  pecuniary  instinct  of  Yankees  prompts  them,  at 
times,  to  create  one. 
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An  un<]raiDG(]  district  in  a  city  is  but  a  Pontine  marsh  in  minia- 
ture. 

But  we  need  not  confine  ourselves  to  the  Old  World  for  objects  of 
sympatli;  in  this  regard.  Our  own  Boston  bids  fair  to  be  a  candi- 
date for  similar  inflictions. 

In  the  list  of  healthy  cities  in  the  United  States,  the  old  city  of 
Boston  formerly  took  its  position  at  the  head  of  the  list.  She  has 
now  lost  that  position  ;    nud  what  are  the  canscs? 

It  is  partly  owing  lo  the  extension  of  the  city  by  new-made  land. 
This  new  territory  is  reclaimed  from  the  eca,  and  a  portion  of  it  is 
laid  out  in  narrow  slrects,  so  imperfectly  graded  ns  not  to  slied  fVcely 
and  readily  its  suifaoo  water.  It  is  raised  but  two  or  three  feet 
above  common  high  tide.  Its  cellars  are  below  tide-water,  and  the 
sewcra  for  draining  them  and  the  streets  run  at  nearly  a  dead  level ; 
thoy  are  so  near  low-water  mark  that  they  can  only  discharge  as  the 
tide  goes  out,  thus  causing  wet  cellars  and  damp  houses.  While 
some  parts  of  the  city  are  as  heaJlhy  as  the  country,  these  sections 
present  the  city,  as  a  whole,  to  disadvantage. 

According  to  stalements  in  the  registration  reports  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, the' average  nge  at  death  in  Boston,  in  1857,  was,  for 
some  cause,  but  twenij-  years,  or  seven  years  less  than  fifty  years 
ago.  If  we  take  the  deaths  in  Itoston  under  five  years  of  age,  fVom 
1820  to  16S0,  thry  constitute  about  one  third  ;  but  at  a  later  period 
it  is  Increased  to  near  one  half.  Again,  the  number  of  deaths  ia 
some  wards  is  just  about  double,  pro  rata,  that  in  others.  What  is  the 
cause?  The  answer  is,  A  difference  in  density  of  population,  drain- 
age, ventilation,  and  other  sanitary  laws,  which  are  better  observed 
in  some  localities  than  in  others.  Here  is  the  solution  of  the  whole 
matter:  Physical  laws  are  sacred  and  obligatory  as  well  as  the 
Decalogue.  We  hold  the  capacities  of  happiness,  health,  and  life 
itself,  on  ceilain  conditions,  and  forfeit  them,  without  the  right  of 
redemption,  by  nou-compliance.  Every  infraction  is  sinning  on 
credit. 

Jcfi'erson  said,  "  Great  cities  are  great  sores  on  the  body  politic." 
If  they  are  so,  it  is  only  because  of  neglect :  they  need  not  bo  so ; 
and  if  their  organic  laws,  and  the  action  under  them  are  controlled 
by  a  sound  Judgment  —  the  creation  of  an  enlightened  public  opinion  — 
there  may  be  as  high  a  standard  of  moral  and  physical  health  as  in 
the  rural  districts. 

Mr.  Shattuck  shows  the  density  of  population  by  a  contrast 
between  two  sections,  viz.  between  Beacon,  Charles,  Pinckney,  and 
Joy  Streets,  which  contidned  about  one  inhabitant  to  forty-eight 
square  yards.  While  a  section  bounded  by  Hamilton  Street,  Hum- 
phrey Place,  Oliver,  Batterymarch,  Broad  Streets,  and  Washington 
Square,  contained  one  inhabitant  to  every  seven  square  yards.  Each 
bouse  averaged  thirty-seven  [lersons,  to  say  nothing  of  the  presence 
of  fruits,  vegetables,  rerrcshmcnts,  &c. 

It  can  hardly  be  surprising  that  the  deaths  should  be  more  than 
douh\e,  pro  rata,  in  a  locality  which  allowed  but  seven  square  yards 
lo  a  person  to  that  which  allowed  forty-eight.    Ventilation  in  such  a 
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crowded  condition  is  impossible.  Dr.  Southwood  Smith  estimated 
the  quantity  of  air  inspired  by  one  person,  cacli  liour,  as  two 
bc^lieads,  twenty  gallons,  and  ten  pints ;  or  over  fifty-seven  hogs- 
h«ula  per  day.  One  pint  of  air  is  intialed,  and  one  quarter  of  it 
vitiated  at  every  breath. 

Id  addition  to  this,  three  cubic  feet  per  minnte  of  pure  air  is 
required  to  moke  good  that  vitiated  by  insensible  perspiration.  A 
candle  also  vitiates  about  three  hundred  cubic  inches  per  minute, 
and  a  gas  burner  as  much  as  eight  candles.  From  these  facts  and 
considerations,  it  may  be  seen  that  the  act  of  poisoning  ourselves 
and  each  other  is  an  easy  matter  and  extensively  practised.  It 
shows  that  reform  is  needed ;  it  is  needed,  too,  among  all  classes. 
There  is  scarcely  a  church,  ball,  office,  parlor,  kitchen,  or  sleeping 
room  that  is  thoroughly  ventilated,  and  in  which  the  poisoning  pro- 
cess is  not  allowed. 

Dr.  Bowditch,  of  this  city,  has  paid  great  atlentioo  to  the  causes 
which  produce  pulmonary  complaints.  They  are  found  to  prevail  tn 
locations  affected  by  the  miasma  rising  from  swamps  and  undraioed 
districts.  He  makes  important  suggestions  on  the  selection  of  land 
for  the  erection  of  bouses.  Among  the  conditions  are,  a  dry  and  well-  , 
diained  soil,  open  to  a  free  circulation  of  air  and  to  the  unobstructed 
lays  of  the  sun.  Any  departure  from  these  requirements  is  attended 
with  danger  to  health. 

What,  then,  can  be  done  to  change  this  downward  tendency  in  the 
length  of  life,  this  impairing  of  the  vital  machinery?  The  answer 
is,  finlightened  public  opinion.  It  is  through  this  agency  that  you 
can  shape  the  legislation  of  the  IState  and  city  goveinments;  it  is 
through  this  ^ency  tliat  private  interests  must  be  organized  and 
ahaped  with  reference  to  the  requirements  of  humanity. 

The  community  should  thoronghly  understand  that  in  laying  out 
cities,  streets  should  be  made  wide,  and  at  right  angles,  to  admit  of 
a  free  circulation  of  air :  they  should  be  well  paved  and  sewered, 
and  BO  graded  as  to  afford  perfect  surface  and  undei^ound  drainage. 
Honsea  should  be  so  built  as  to  admit  of  thorough  ventilation.  And 
last,  though  not  least,  it  is  well  for  the  inhabitants  to  live  industrious 
and  temperate  lives,  observing  in  all  things  the  first  and  great  com- 
mandment. 

When  these  conditions  are  complied  with,  the  average  of  age  may 
be  increased  twofold,  and  we  may  begin  to  realize  that  part  of  the 
Lord's  Prayer  which  says,  "  Thy  will  be  done  on  earth  as  it  is  heaven." 
Until  we  can  begin  to  recognize  these  principles  in  our  private  and 
public  relations,  it  is  unreasonable  to  expect  eilher  a  high  State  of 
public  health  or  of  civilization. 

The  English  registration  report  for  1353,  says,  "  Aa  a  preliminary 
condition  of  the  improvements  which  may  be  expected  to  flow  from 
the  coltivalion  of  sanitary  science,  three  things  are  indispensable; 
1.  Pure  air  for  the  people  to  breathe.  2d.  Pura  water;  nnd  3d.  A 
healthful  soil  to  live  upon."  Pure  water  we  possess;  but  pure  air 
«nd  a  healthful  soil  are  dependent  upon  conditions  which  invoke 
watchfulness. 
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In  the  Back  and  South  Bays  are  some  twelve  handred  acres  of 
territory,  which  either  has  been,  or  is  proposed  to  be,  filled  up.  The 
amount  is  much  larger  than  the  original  city  of  Boston.  A  portion 
lies  in  Boston  and  a  part  in  Ro^cbury.  The  problem  to  be  eolred  in 
relation  to  it  is,  Shall  it  be  "  a  healthful  soil "  or  othernisc  ?  On  the 
correct  solntion  of  this  problem  banjis  a  sacrifice  of  lires  greater  than 
at  the  battles  of  Waterloo,  Bull  Run,  or  Vicksbarg. 

The  same  report  for  1857  says,  '*  The  people  of  England  do  not  IWe 
out  half  their  days  ;  140,000  of  them  die,  yearly,  unnatural  deaths ; 
280,000  are  constantly  suffering  from  actual  diseases  which  do  not 
prevail  in  healthy  places ;  their  strength  is  impaired  in  a  thousand 
ways ;  their  afi'ectione  and  intellects  sre  disturbed,  deranged,  and 
diminished  by  (he  same  agencies.  Who  will  deliver  the  nation 
from  these  enemies?  Who  will  give  scope  to  the  improvement  of  the 
human  race,  so  that  its  fine  qualities  may  be  developed  to  their  fhll 
extent,  under  favorable  circumstances  7  His  conquests  would  be 
wrought  neither  by  wrong  nor  by  human  slaughter,  but  by  the  applica- 
tion of  nature  to  the  Improrement  of  mankind." 

"If  people  were  shot,  burned,  drowned,  poisoned  by  strychnine, 
their  deaths  would  not  be  more  unnatoral  than  the  deaths  wroagbt 
clandestinely  by  disease  In  excess  of  the  quota  of  natural  deaths." 

These  remarks  apply  Just  as  forcibly  to  us  as  to  England. 

The  deaths  in  Boston  in  thirty-nine  years,  from  1811  to  1849,  were 
62,431.  Of  this  number  there  died  of  old  age  but  2,079,  or  three  and 
one  third  per  cent.  In  Massacbuaetts,  in  seven  years,  oat  of  64,&19 
deaths,  only  4,414  were  fh>m  old  age,  or  leas  than  seven  per  cent. 
Over  ninety-three  per  cent  in  one  else,  and  ninety-six  in  the  other, 
are  to  be  included  in  the  list  of  preventable  sickness. 

In  England  the  deaths  in  each  one  biiodred  persons  are  abont 
two  and  tliree  tenths.  But  the  division  of  these  deaths  ia  most  sug- 
gestive ;  in  the  healthiest  districts  it  is  about  one  and  five  tenths  in 
each  one  hundred,  white  in  the  unhealthy  districta  it  is  about  three 
and  six  tenths  in  each  one  hundred. 

In  our  good  cily  of  Boston  the  same  principles  and  the  same  con- 
trasts hold  good. 

In  conversation  with  onr  City  Registrar,  he  remarked  that  he  had 
noticed  that  there  were  more  deaths  in  some  districts  than  in  others; 
and,  at  my  request,  he  indicated  these  districts  by  lines  on  the  map. 
In  all  the  localities  indicated,  these  facts  wcie  strikingly  manifest, 
Tiz.  bad  drainage,  density  of  population,  and  bad  ventilation. 

When  the  Milldnm  was  constructed,  a  large  territory  was  reclaimed 
from  tide  water,  called  the  Back  Bay.  On  this  territory  streets  have 
been  laid  out  which  would  be  from  two  to  six  feet  under  water,  at 
every  high  tide,  were  it  not  shut  out  by  the  Milldam.  Dover  Street 
may  serve  as  an  illustration.  Its  lowest  part,  before  being  raised, 
would  be  some  seven  feet,  and  its  basement  thirteen  feet  under 
water,  at  extreme  high  tide.  Hence  the  impossibility  of  draining  its 
cellars  and  basements.  As  the  drains  are  but  a  Uttle  above  low  tide, 
the  tide  water  has  to  be  shut  out  by  gates,  which  abut  as  the  tide 
comes  In  and  open  as  it  goes  out.     If  a  violent  rain  happens,  there- 
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fore,  when  the  tide  Is  high  and  the  gates  ahat,  the  anrface  water  fills 
ttw  sewera,  and  seta  back  into  cellars  and  boaements.  The  honaes, 
being  Ihna  made  wet  aod  damp,  are  rendered  hospitable  abodes  for 
disease. 

The  lower  part  of  Fayette  Street  and  other  streets  in  that  region, 
are  bat  about  five  feet  above  low-water  marb,  which  ia  thirteen  feet 
below  ttiose  filled  up  by  the  State. 

The  drainage  of  this  district,  viz.  between  Cbnrch  Street  and  the 
old  Back  Bay,  is  soon  to  be  dammed  up  by  the  filling  of  the  State 
and  Water  Fower  Co. 'a  fiats. 

There  ia  no  poasible  way  of  draining  it  as  it  is  when  the  snr- 
lonnding  flats  are  filled  up ;  and  there  is  a  prospect  of  our  having  in 
ttie  very  central  part  of  the  city,  not  more  tban  one  thonaand  feet 
flx>m  the  Public  Library,  a  Pontine  marsh  with  a  malaria  as  effective 
ia  the  way  of  destruction  as  anything  in  the  Old  World. 

[This  territory  has  since  been  raised.] 

In  the  season  of  piagnes,  cholera,  fevers,  and  various  forms  of 
disease  which  sweep  over  the  earth,  or,  in  other  words,  when  SataU' 
■ttrts  forth  Bceking  whom  he  may  devour,  he  finds  in  these  localities 
inch  food  as  makes  glad  the  heart  of  the  destroyer.  The  extent  and 
efficiency  of  his  agency  can  be  seen  by  those  who  note  the  loss  of 
vitality,  the  amount  of  sickness,  and  the  activity  of  the  undertaker, 
within  the  sphere  of  his  operations. 

What  is  true  of  Dover  Street  b  more  or  lesa  true  of  a  large  portion 
of  the  South  End.  There  are,  aonth  of  Dover  Street,  some  six  hao- 
dred  housea.  with  aub-cellars  below  tide  water,  which  cannot,  by  any 
eiiating  system,  be  properly  drained ;  or,  in  fact,  by  any  system, 
except  at  extravagant  expense. 

Tbeae  cellars  are  now  saved  fl'om  fiowage,  at  high  tide,  by  waste- 
weirs,  which  empty  Igto  the  Back  Bay.  Ae  soon  as  these  are  cut  ofT, 
as  they  soon  will  be,  there  ia  nothing  to  prevent  their  flowuge,  unless 
bnilt  water-tight. 

Bnilders  of  hous.es  bave  often  been  cautioned  and  warned  of  the 
dangers  attending  these  eu1>cellars ;  but  they  often  resent  it  as  an 
impertinent  interference. 

The  only  way  open  to  reach  euch  cases  seems  to  be  to  enlighten 
public  opinion  in  relation  to  the  facts,  and  thus  reach  the  conscience 
through  tbe  medium  of  the  pocket. 

When  it  is  well  understood  that  badly  drained  and  badly  ventilated 
hoQses  are  unfit  for  habitation,  because  of  the  presence  of  poisonous 
gases, which  destroy  health  and  vitality;  and  when  such  facts  begin, 
as  they  should,  to  afiect  their  pecuniary  value  in  the  market,  we  may 
confidently  hope  for  a  reform. 

This  whole  subject  requirea  a  good  understanding  and  cordial  co- 
operation between  individual  citizens  and  the  government.  Their 
interests  really  are  and  should  be  regarded  as  identical,  viz. "  a 
healthful  soil  to  live  upon." 

The  great  requirement  of  the  time,  in  this  matter,  is  a  thorough 
and  complete  drainage  system,  reaching  fVom  Pleaaant  Street,  in  this 
dty,  to  West  Roxbory.    The  water-ahed  of  a  portion  of  Roxbury  and 
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West  Boxbury  flads  ita  way  to  tide  water  Ihrongh  Boston,  on  each 
side  of  Wasbiflgton  Street.  A  system  which  ignores  this  territory 
would  be  mere  patchwork. 

The  city  has  but  entered  upon  the  verge  of  difflcaltics,  now  in 
store,  if  these  requirements  aro  longer  disregarded.  The  system 
should  be  elaborated  and  carried  into  execution,  with  no  unnecessary 
delay.  My  object  at  this  time  is  rather  to  call  attention  to  dangers 
than  to  propose  remedies.  When  we  come  to  the  question  of  reme- 
dies, it  is  probable  that  a  partial  relief  may  be  found  in  a  double  sys- 
tem of  drains,  one  for  the  sewage  and  another  for  the  rain  water. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  intelligent  English  writers  thi^  no  complete 
and  permanent  relief  will  ever  be  fonnd,  which  stops  short  of  relieving 
the  drains  from  the  excreta  with  which  tUey  are  now  burdened.  W« 
are  now  spending  large  sums  of  money  to  waste  it,  where  it  is  sure  to 
come  back  upon  us  from  the  eewers  and  docks,  in  the  shape  of  poison- 
ous and  destructive  gases.  A  weed  is  said  to  be  only  a  plant  out  of 
place.  So  in  relation  to  this  matter.  Among  the  laws  apd  ordi- 
nances given  to  the  Jews  was  one  relating  to  civic  cleanliness,  provid- 
ing for  its  restoration  to  the  earth.  When  this  can  be  done  here,  as  it 
is  said  to  be  in  China,  one  great  instrument  of  destruction  to  health 
will  be  turned  into  an  i^entfor  producing  a ntold  riches. 

We  are  told  ihat  our  Lord  "  went  forth  and  saw  a  great  multitude, 
and  was  moved  with  compassion  towards  them,  and  healed  tbeir 
sick."  No  follower  of  his  Divine  Blaster  can  go  forth  in  these  days 
without  being  moved  with  compassion  towards  the  multitude,  and  an 
endeavor  to  heal  their  sick  and  to  remove  the  cause  of  sickness. 
The  requirements  of  an  enlightened  charily  go  beyond  flirnishing  the 
hungry  with  an  occasional  plate  of  soup.  These  requirements  do  not 
stop  short  of  Aimisbing  to  all  the  facilities  for  building  up  "  a  sound 
mind  in  a  sound  body."  "A  good  understf^nding," we  are  told, 
"  have  all  they  who  do  His  commandments."  This  must  be  our  idea! 
standard  towards  which  all  cHbrts  should  be  directed. 

In  endeavoring  to  carry  out  these  improvements,  many  errors  will 
be  found  which  need  correcting,  and  private  interests  will  interpose 
obstacles.  This,  however,  should  not  discourage  effort  in  a  good 
work.  Tme  men  and  true  women  will  regard  themselves  as  watch- 
men to  declare  the  truth  and  give  warning  in  the  presence  of  such 
dangers.  Failure  to  do  this  may  make  one  an  accomplice.  The 
Prophet  Tsaiah  is  not  over-complimentary  to  "  blind  watchmen."  He 
speaks  of  them  as  "  ignorant,  as  all  dumb  dogs  that  cannot  bark; 
sleeping,  lying  down,  loving  to  slumber.  They  all  look  their  own 
way,  every  one  for  his  gaia  from  his  quarter."  A  "  gain "  which 
comes  iVom  the  sacrifice  of  human  life  and  health  can  hardly  carry 
with  it  blessings. 

The  true  interest  of  even  the  mercenary  landlord  in  the  long  run,  Is 
to  put  his  land  and  his  honses  in  good  condition,  and  to  give  in  alt 
things,  for  value  received.  Many  a  debt  for  rent  goes  undischarged, 
byreason  of  a  loss  of  vital  force  caused  by  the  unwillingness  of  an 
avaricious  landlord  to  place  things  in  a  good  sanitary  or  tenantable 
condition. 
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Ko  landlord  or  city  have  a  right  to  create,  or  to  permit,  abodes 
vbere  "infancy  is  made  stinted,  ugly,  and  full  of  pains,  matority 
made  old,  and  old  age  made  imbecile,  and  pauperism  made  hopeless 
CTery  day." 

"  Let  my  countrymen  condemn  me  afl  tbey  may,"  said  Lord  Mor- 
peth to  his  constituents,  "  only  do  not  let  them  bold  me ;  do  not  let 
them  hold  the  new  Parliament;  do  not  let  them  bold  tbemselvea 
absolved  if  tbey  do  not,  either  in  their  places  as  members  of  Parlia- 
mem  or  as  constituents  keeping  their  representatives  to  their  duty, 
insist  upon  early  nnd  efficient  legislation  on  this  subject  of  sanitary 
reform." 


A  New  Method  of  Ofenikg  the  Eustachian  Tcbe.  —  Dr.  Gru- 
her,  of  Vienna,  gives  a  new  method  of  making  pervious  tiie  Eustachian 
Tube,  and  of  dilating  the  tympanum,  which  he  finds  much  better  than 
Politzer's. 

The  end  of  the  nozzle-piece  of  a  rubber  bog,  which  tbe  operator 
grasps  in  bis  hand,  is  introduced  into  the  inferior  nasal  meatus  of  the 
patient  for  about  half  an  inch,  and  the  operator  at  once  closes  tbe  nos* 
trils  on  tbe  nozzle-piece  of  tbe  bag,  and  while  the  patient,  at  the  word 
of  commond,  pronounces  one  of  the  following  syllables,  nack,  neck, 
nick,  nock,  nuck,  tbe  bag  is  squeezed.  The  pronouncing  one  of  tbe 
above  syllables  with  decided  emphasis  ftrmly  closes  the  upper  phar- 
ynx, and  thereupon  the  air  passes  with  a  distinctly  perceptible  noise 
tbrongh  the  tube  into  the  cavity  oftlie  tympanum. 

Tbe  advanti^ca  possessed  by  this  process  as  compared  with  Polit- 
zer's are  sommed  up  as  follows :  — 

1.  It  is  much  simpler,  tbe  swallowing  being  no  longer  required  ; 
and  patients  are  not  very  fond  of  drinking  water  in  a  doctor's 'office, 
for  they  have  no  idea  who  has  had  the  glass  before, 

2.  By  keeping  the  throat  structures  for  a  more  protracted  period 
in  the  position  of  the  ending  syllable,  k,  one  is  enabled  to  let  the  air 
pass  somewhat  longer  through  the  tubes  into  the  cavity  of  the  tym> 
panum,  which  is  perfectly  impracticable  during  the  short  act  of  swal. 
bwing,  nblcb,  as  it  is  known,  cannot  be  protracted. 

8,  Taking  the  above  scale  into  consideration,  the  air  may  be 
pnsbed  with  any  amount  of  power  at  choice  through  the  tubes;  and 
tbis  advantage  is  to  be  valued  the  more  from  the  fact  that  owing  to 
the  rapidity  with  which  Politzer's  process  —  if  it  succeeds  at  all  — 
must  be  put  into  operation,  tbe  membrane  of  the  tympanum  baa 
often  been  ruptured. 

4.  Tbis  process,  if  applied  to  self- treatment,  is  much  more  advan- 
tageous, since  the  patient,  guided  by  his  own  feeling,  may  intensify  at 
vill  the  pressure  of  an  entering  into  tbe  cavity  of  tbe  tympanum.  — 
HovKEopathic  Times. 
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BOSTON   U-NIVERSITY  SCHOOL  OF  MEDICINE. 

THUD   ANKUAL  COUlfEItCKUEtlT. 

The  exercises  of  the  Third  Annual  Commence  men  t  of  the  BostoQ 
University  School  of  Uedicine  were  held  In  Tremont  Temple  on 
Wednesday  afternoon,  March  1,  at  3  o'clocit,  p.  m.,  that  time  having 
been  seteoted  in  preference  to  the  evening,  ea  heretofore.  The 
Temple  waa  filled  with  a  large  audience,  at  least  tvo  thousand  persons 
being  present.  The  olficers  of  the  various  departments  of  the  luiver- 
stty  were  seated  upon  the  platform,  together  with  the  members  of  tho 
Faculty  of  the  School,  and  many  phyaicians  and  other  invited  gaesta, 
His  Excellency,  Gov.  Kce,  being  prominent  among  the  latter.  Tb« 
exercises  were  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  W.  R.  Clark,  D.D.,  of 
Chartestown  District.  The  Germania  Band,  which  furnished  the 
music  for  the  occasion,  rendered  one  of  their  choice  selections,  after 
which  the  Dean  of  the  Faculty,  I.  T.  Talbot,  M.D.,  delivered  the 
following :  — 

Address  op  tdb  Dean,  I.  T.  Talbot,  M.D. 

Mr.  Preside-Ill,  Ladies  and  Oentlemen,  —  To-day  completes  Ibe  third 
year  of  the  Boston  University  School  of  Medicine.  To  you,  Mr. 
President,  as  the  head  of  the  university  of  which  this  school  forms  % 
department,  and  to  this  audience,  who  show  their  interest  by  their 
presence  on  this  occcasion,  -^  some  of  wh(Hn  will,  sooner  or  later,  Qad 
their  lives  or  the  lives  of  their  kindred  intrusted  to  the  care  and  skill 
of  those  who  have  gained  their  medical  education  from  this  source, — 
to  you,  it  is  alike  my  duty  and  my  pleasure  to  give  some  report  of  the 
present  condition  of  this  school  and  of  the  amount  of  work  accom- 
plished  by  it.  We  present  a  class  of  thirty-one,  whose  names  are 
before  you,  —  twenty-three  men  and  eight  women,  —  upon  whom  is  to 
be  conferred  the  medical  degree  of  the  university.  Most  of  them 
have  spent  the  nill  term  of  study,  three  years,  in  this  school,  and  by 
assiduity  and  earnestness  have  been  able  to  pass  with  credit  the  most 
rigid  examinations.  They  all  go  forth  bearing  the  respect  of  the 
Faculty  and  earnest  wishes  for  their  prosperity  and  success,  trnstbsg 
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thrt  their  professional  skill  may  be  only  equalled  by  their  integi-ity 
ud  moral  worth. 

DariDg  the  three  years  nhicb  this  class  has  given  to  study  there  have 
been  delivered  in  the  school  over  sixteen  hundred  lectures,  covering  all 
IheTarioQs  departmeDta  of  practical  medicine,  and  many  of  ibe  collateral 
MtenceB.  Moreover,  there  have  been  several  hundred  recitations,  be- 
sides numerous  clinics,  medical,  surgical,  and  ophthalmic,  and  frequent 
reyiewH  and  eiarainations,  written  and  oral.  Added  to  this,  many  dom- 
onatratiotiB  of  difficult  points  and  much  private  instruction  has  been 
given.  Extensive  and  thorough  as  this  turnculiim  has  been,  comparing 
faforsbly  with  that  of  any  otber  school  in  the  county,  the  Faculty  feels 
that  it  is  none  too  much  to  prepare  the  student  to  understand  and  to 
intelligently  and  successfully  combat  disease  in  its  many  and  chan- 
ging forms.  When  we  consider  that  the  eye  alone  is  subject  to  more 
than  a  hundred  different  forms  of  disease,  and  Ihnt  every  organ,  bone, 
naEcle,  vessel,  nerve,  and  tissue,  has  maladies  peculiarly  ils  onn,  we 
raaynell  consider  any  life  too  short  to  completely  master  the  whole 
science  and  art  of  medicine  ;  yet  the  great  principles  pertaining 
thereto  have  been  carefully  taught  and  their  application  given  to  this 
clasB  DOW  about  to  graduate. 

It  is  the  aim  and  purpose  of  the  Faculty  with  each  succeeding  year 
to  add  to  the  scope  and  extent  of  the  instruction  and  to  elevate  tho 
atendard  of  medical  education.  The  past  year  has  been  one  of  unex- 
pected success  to  the  school.  The  number  of  students  has  been 
napiecedeatly  large,  one  hundred  and  scvcnty-tbree  having  been  in 
attendance.  Of  these,  one  hundred  and  eleven  are  men,  and  sixty- 
two  are  women. 

The  Senior  or  last  year's  class  numbers  twenty-seven,  the  Middle 
Class  forty-seven,  and  the  Junior  or  first  year's  class,  sixty-eight.  In 
the  general  course,  including  those  who  have  been  educated  in  part  in 
other  medical  schools,  there  are  twenty-three,  and  eight  Btudenis  take 
only  a  partial  course;  eigbty-two  have  entered  the  present  year. 
Host  of  the  students  are  residents  of  the  New  England  States,  though 
many  of  the  other  States  and  British  Provinces  are  represented,  and 
fiogland,  Germany,'  Russia,  Asia  Minor,  and  Eastern  Asia  have 
Btodents  here. 

If  the  number  of  students  is  to  be  the  criterion  we  may  consider 
(tua  among  the  most  successful  medical  schools  ever  established  ;  but 
there  are  other  foundations,  broader  and  more  enduring,  on  which  this 
Kbool  rests.  Freedom  of  medical  opinion  and  action,  based  upon  a 
lav  of  nature  which  governs  the  action  of  medicines  in  disease,  is  a 
principle  which  underlies  all  our  instruction.  The  most  progressive 
Uberality  pervades  the  teachings  of  the  school,  and  each  student  who 
holds  this  diploma  receives  it  with  the  understanding  that  he  ia 
ehackled  by  it  to  no  dogmas  of  the  past ;  that  he  Is  to  bold  himself 
bee  from  bigotry,  and  should  be  ready,  yea,  is  bound  to  search  for 
•reiy  advancement  in  medical  science. 

Another  year's  experience  has  been  gained  in  favor  of  medical  co- 
«dacation,  and  has  shown  that  the  advantages  are  no  less  and  the 
difficulties  no  greater  in  this  department  than  elsewhere.  Self-restraint, 
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vhich  facilitates  setf-cultnre  and  increases  self-respect,  is  greater  vhen 
the  two  sexes  aesociatet  tlian  witb  either  alone,  and  the  experience  of 
tills  school  has  proved  it  to  be  eminently  true  in  the  stndy  of  medicine. 

Fears  were  expressed  when  the  New  England  Female  Medical  Col- 
lege was  united  with  Boston  University  lest  the  opportnaities  for  the 
medical  education  of  women  might  be  diminished  thereby.  Some 
thought  that  the  intereatsof  women  might  suffer  in  the  stronger  school  ; 
or,  doubting  the  practicability  of  medical  co-education,  feared  thattb& 
school  would  soon  become  practically  one  for  men  alone. 

But  the  result  has  proved  these  fears  groundless ;  for  while  as  n 
school  for  women  only,  after  existing  for  twenty-five  years,  there  were 
bat  twenty-six  women  students,  now,  iu  three  years  of  broader  instruc- 
tion and  with  co^ncation,  their  number  has  increased  to  sixty-two^ 
thus  forming  one  of  the  largest  if  not  the  very  largest  medical  class 
of  women  in  the  world  ;  and  I  am  safe  in  saying  that  the  character  and 
standing  of  these  students  is  fully  equal  if  not  superior  to  that  of  their 
predecessors.  And  here  I  may  say  that  the  scholar  who  takes  the 
highest  rank  this  year  is  a  woman. 

During  the  past  year  the  facilities  for  teaching  have  been  increased. 
The  building  is  favorably  located ;  the  grounds  about  it  are  ample,  and 
it  is  hoped,  ere  another  year,  will  become  an  ornament  to  the  city. 

The  Library  has  been  largely  increased  by  valuable  books ;  the 
Museum  has  received  many  accessions,  and  additional  apparatus  for 
instruction  in  various  departments  has  been  obtained, 

Thebeautifulatructureof  the  Massachusetts  Homceopathic  Hospital 
ia  nearly  completed  on  land  adjoining  the  college,  and  the  students, 
the  ensuing  year,  will  be  able  to  learn  much  of  clinical  results  in  its 

The  City  Hospital  has  not  yet  fully  opened  its  doors,  but  in  time 
jnsticc  will  surely  prevail  over  prejudice,  and  our  student^  will  have 
ftee  access  to  its  wards. 

I  cannot  close  this  brief  report  withont  referring  to  two  honored 
men  who  are  recommended  for  the  honorary  degree  of  the  university, — 
Dr.  John  P.  Gray,  of  New  York,  and  Dr.  Coostantine  Hering,  of  Phila- 
delphia. Just  fifty  years  ^o  this  month  these  men  received  the  fbll 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  For  half  a  century  they  have  both 
nobly  sustained  these  honors,  and  bytheir  skill  and  learning  have  done 
much  to  improve  medical  science  and  have  restored  to  health  many, 
many  thousands.  May  they  long  retain  health  and  strength,  wbicti 
tbey  have  so  often  and  so  freely  given  to  others ! 

From  the  many  medical  theses  of  this  class  a  few  have  been  selected,. 
IVom  which,  with  your  approval,  the  authors  will  now  read  a  portion. 

Mrs.  Almena  J.  Baker,  of  Boston,  a  member  of  the  graduating 
class,  was,  at  the  close  of  this  address,  introduced  by  Dr.  Talbot,  aod 
read  &om  a  thesis  upon  "  The  Influence  of  the  Mind  in  Causing  and 
Curing  Disease."  She  was  followed  by  Mr.  £.  P.  White,  of  East 
Boston,  who  read  concerning  "  The  Tuberculous  Habit."  The  reraalii- 
ing  theses  were  by  Miss  S,  E.  Sherman,  of  Fitchbni^,  on  "Variola,"- 
and  Mr.  Edwin  F.  Vose,  of  Marion,  on  '<  Typhus  Abdominalis." 
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At  the  close  of  these,  after  masic  b;  the  Gerniania,  the  Rev.  VT.  F. 
TTaiTEn,  D.D.,  President  of  the  University,  delivered  the  folloifing 
iddress:  — 

Addbkss  op  the  Pbssident  of  thb  Usiversitt, 
W.  F.  Warren,  LL  D. 

Ladies  and  Oeitt'emen  of  t?ie  Graduating  Class, — You  reach  to-day 
ft  new  and  interesting  point  of  vision.  Hitherto  you  have  looked  out 
npon  life  through  a  long,  dim  vista  of  preparation.  Gradually,  with 
the  prepress  of  the  years  and  months  and  weeks,  the  vista  has  grown 
shorter  and  shorter  and  shorter,  until  to-day  you  emerge  from  it 
entirely,  and  stand  face  to  face  with  the  great  waiting  world.  Hence- 
forth you  are  to  know  life  for  yourselves ;  yon  are  to  see  men  and 
Uiings,  not  through  other  people's  eyes,  but  tbrongh  your  own. 

Every  first  experience  has  its  perils  ;  so  this.  Bear  with  me,  then, 
if  for  a  moment  I  tatie  the  place  of  a  professor  of  spiritual  ophthal- 
mology, and  remind  you  of  «  few  things  against  which  every  young 
plijsician,  in  taking  first  views  of  professional  life,  ought  carefully  to 
guard. 

And,  first,  let  me  ask  you  now  and  ever  to  bo  on  your  guard  against 
Professional  Uyopia. 

With  the  physical  myope  you  are  well  acquainted.  To  people  gifted 
with  normal  vision  there  is  something  ludicrous  about  him  and  all  his 
doings.  Hov  he  gets  laughed  at  as  he  goes  blinking  Btx)Ut  in  his 
purblindness,  failing  to  recognize  even  his  own  wife,  as  she  rides 
opposite  him  in  the  same  street-car.  And  if  to  better  matters  he 
erect  upon  his  nasal  promontory  an  astronomical  observatory  for 
earthly  purposes,  and  tllcre  mount  a  telescopic  apparatus  of  sufficient 
power  to  bring  his  whole  family  circle  within  the  range  of  vision,  the 
ridicaiousness  of  the  whole  contrivance  is  only  lost  to  us  by  its 
exceeding  commonness. 

Bat  professional  myopia  is  worse  than  the  natural  variety.  The 
professional  myope  is  a  public  functionary  without  public  spirit.  His 
range  of  vision  is  so  limited  that  be  cannot  discern  the  approach  of 
society's  Mends  or  foes.  He  is  wholly  abaorlied  in  his  own  matters ; 
be  can  see  nothing,  care  for  nothing  not  directly  and  closely  related 
to  his  own  selfish  self.  Instead  of  taking  all  mankind  and  all  ^es 
into  his  plans  and  sympathies,  he  is  a  pitiful,  puttering  Betty,  able  to 
patter  about  all  day  in  a  half-bushol,  wiih  no  sense  of  limitation  or 
confinement.  Of  all  men,  a  member  of  any  of  the  liberal  and  learned 
professions  can  least  afford  to  fall  into  such  contemptible  narrowness. 

My  second  suggestion  comes  of  itself.  You  cannot  think  of  myo- 
pia without  being  Tcmiuded  of  the  opposite  defect.  Undue  far-sighted- 
ness is  as  bad  as  undue  near-sighteduess.  I  must,  therefore,  ask  you 
to  guard  against  the  former  as  carefully  as  against  the  latter. 

The  professional  presbyope  is  always  overlooking  near  and  imme- 
diate duties  for  imaginary  ones  in  the  distance.  Hence  he  is  visionary 
and  impracticable.     Instead  of  preparing  himself  for  great  achieve- 
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menta  id  future  years  by  improving  with  all  fidelity  liis  present  oppor- 
tunities, he  neglects  these  to  dream  of  the  things  which  he  will  some 
time  do  and  the  honorable  posts  which  he  will  some  time  fill.  People 
want  no  such  phyaician  as  that.  Such  characters  are  always  held  at 
a  very  low  valuation,  even  in  their  own  professional  brotherhoods. 
Alas  !  too  many  professional  Mioawbers  are  already  standing  around, 
hopelessly  presbyopic,  but  hopefully  waiting  for  something  to  turn 
up. 

It  is  a  little  curious  that,  in  the  sphere  of  which  I  am  speaking,  the 
exposures  of  the  individual  to  presbyopia  at  different  ages  are  just  the 
reverse  of  what  they  are  found  to  be  in  the  natural  sphere.  In  the 
latter  the  infirmity,  as  even  its  name  implies,  is  peculiarly  the  falling 
of  the  old  ;  in  the  intellectual  and  moral  sphere,  youth  is  pre-emiuently 
the  time  when  we  are  most  liable  to  it  The  youthftil  student  is  pro- 
verbially inclined  to  look  too  eagerly  at  the  far-off,  to  overlook  the 
prose  of  to-day,  to  revel  in  the  poetry  of  to-morrow.  You,  ladies 
and  gentlemen,  are  not  yet  beyond  this  period  of  special  exposure. 
Let  me,  therefore,  emphasize  your  liability,  and  assure  you  that,  as 
there  is  no  future  not  connected  with  the  present,  so  there  is  no  mid- 
life renown  which  does  not  rest  upon  early-life  industry  and  faithfhl- 
nees. 

But  there  is  another  grave  defect  of  vision  against  which  I  would 
have  you  guard.  You  have  read  of  the  great  English  painter.  Tur- 
ner. Perhaps  Suskin's  eloquent  panegyrics  rise  to  your  recollection 
as  I  mention  his  name.  Until  about  a  year  ago  a  great  mystery  hung 
over  his  lost  paintings.  Not  even  the  most  sympathetic  critics  could 
aeem  to  understand  them ;  they  were  unlike  any  school  or  style  which 
had  appeared  in  history.  The  hanging  committees  at  the  Academy 
Jocularly  declared  that  they  coutd  not  tell  which  side  up  he  intended 
them  to  hang.  They  were  a  stumbling-block,  and  many  declared  that 
for  Turner's  reputation  it  had  been  far  better  if  he  had  never  lived  to 
print  them.  On  the  other  hand,  a  certain  clique  of  admiring  disciples 
found  in  just  these  works  the  truest  expression  of  tlie  genius  of  the 
great  master.  Here  was  the  culmination  of  his  art,  the  foundation  of 
a  new  and  truer  view  of  nature,  the  dawn  of  an  art-style  of  indnite  and 
ineffable  suggestiveness.  This  very  mystification  and  prejudice  of 
common  minds,  educated  in  the  old  art  canons  and  ideas,  were  but 
evidences  of  incapacity  to  rise  to  the  altitude  of  these  new  creauons. 

Unfortunately,  however,  for  these  enthusiastic  disciples,  a  little 
more  than  a  year  ago  a  distinguished  German  ophlhalmologist  came 
to  London.  In  looking  through  the  treasures  of  the  Royal  Art  Gal- 
lery, he  noticed,  as  all  visitors  have,  the  striking  difference  between 
the  successive  styles  of  Turner,  and  especially  the  remarkable  features 
of  hia  final  works.  Instantly  an  explanation  flashed  upon  his  mind. 
He  was  confident  that  in  the  last  years  of  his  life  the  great  painter 
had  suffered  from  an  unconscious  astigmatism  of  vision,  and  hence 
while  he  continued  to  paint  objects  so  that  they  appeared  symmetrical 
and  natural  to  him,  they  necessarily  looked  to  sound  eyes  as  reflections 
of  our  faces  look  In  the  bowl  of  a  spoon.  The  German  broached  hU 
theory  to  the  authorities  of  Uie  collection,  and  received  permission  to 
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teit  it  b;  the  coDstructioD  or  iocb  spherico-cy lladrical  lenses  as  woald 
correct  the  assmnetl  futigmatism  of  the  objects  aod  tbeir  perspectives. 
Oa  an  appointed  day,  a  great  company  gatliererd  in  a  public  hall  to 
witness  the  result.  A  well-known  picture  was  tbrown  up»n  the  wall 
by  means  of  a  calcium  light.  Every  feature  of  the  blurred,  unnatn- 
rsl,  poradoiioal  original  was  reproduced  to  perfection.  Then  tbe 
oorrective  lens  was  inserted,  and  lo  1  there  lay  upon  the  wall  a  pic- 
tare  whose  intrinsic  harmony  and  correspondence  to  earlier  style 
woald  have  done  tbe  artist's  earlier  years  immoi-tal  honor.  To  com- 
plete and  even  duplicate  the  demonstration,  earlier  pictures,  by  the 
corresponding  lenses  were  reproduced,  with  all  the  features  of  the 
later.  Wild  and  almost  endless  was  the  applause  of  tbe  spectators, 
ODDtterable  tbe  dismay  of  the  admiring  disciples  who  had  affected  to 
tee  such  infinite  suggest! vcness  and  beauty  in  these  abnormal  delin- 
eations. 

Ah !  friends,  Turner  is  not  the  only  great  master  who  has  gone 
down  to  his  grave  unconscious  that  he  was  a  victim  of  astygmatio 
vision ;  nor  were  Turjier's  foolish  disciples  tbe  only  ones  who  have 
discovered  in  the  very  abnormities  of  a  master  miad  wonderful  prom- 
ises of  a  new  revelation.  Indeed,  every  partial  and  exaggerated 
theory  in  tbe  history  of  science,  be  it  theological  science,  or  legal,  or 
medical,  or  natural,  — what  is  it  but  a  picture,  supposed  by  its  author 
to  be  tme  to  nature,  but  in  reality,  in  consequence  of  imperfect  men- 
tal vision,  distorted  and  untrne?  How  many  boasted  schools  of 
thongbt,  bow  many  wonderful  systems  of  science  and  of  practice,  are 
■imply  monuments  of  the  unconscious  astigmatism  of  their  authors  I 
I>o  you  ask  me  bow  yon  may  be  guarded  fTOm  falling  into  such 
errors  aa  the  admirers  of  Turner's  blotches  did?  I  know  of  no  better 
ntelbod  than  that  which  carofal  astronomers  have  learned  to  pursue. 
Yon  must  correct  one  master's  observations  by  another's ;  you  must 
compare  school  with  school,  theory  with  theory,  method  with  method, 
onlJl  yon  instinctively  detect  the  personal  and  variable  element.  So 
doing  you  will  learn  to  construct  aad  eliminate  the  personal  equation 
■nd  arrive  at  true  and  trustworthy  resnits. 

Bnt  perfect  vision  rcqnires  something  more  than  rightly  adjusted 
focal  distances,  something  more  than  an  eye  around  whose  axis  the 
visaalnys  range  themselves  symmetrically.  Life  is  not  a  thing  of 
points  and  lines  and  angles :  it  is  full  of  color ;  and  tbe  physician 
who  is  blind  to  these  varied  tints  of  character  and  experience  will 
never  achieve  a  high  soccess.  By  the  essential  nature  of  bis  oalliog 
the  physician  is  brought  into  constant  contact  with  men,  with  fami- 
lies, with  society.  While  most  men  work  upon  material  substances 
with  material  means,  it  is  his  business  to  work  directly  npoa  men. 
He  needs  to  understand  ail  shades  of  character,  all  tints  of  life.  As 
tbe  great  panorama  of  human  Joys  and  sorrows  passes  before  him,  be 
mast  not  only  be  able  to  see  and  feel  each  passing  shade,  but  also 
sympatbetl Daily  to  respond  to  it.  A"inoaochrome  man  is  always  a 
bore,  —  bow  emphatically  so  when  be  is  a  professed  healer  of  body  and 
■odI  I  —  and  it  matlera  comparatively  little  whether  bis  monocbromlsm 
is  bright  or  dull.  The  man,  particularly  tbe  physician,  who  sees 
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ererythiag  in  an  unreal  couieur  d«  rote  is  quite  as  intolerable  as  tine 
one  whose  vision  is  Janndiced  by  peevishness  or  sombered  by  settled 
melancholy.  People  want  sympathy  as  much  as  intelligence  in  their 
physician.  Would  you  keep  yourself  in  quick  and  living  sympathy 
with  your  patrons,  you  must  be  sure  and  keep  your  vision  free  Trom 
oil  dyachromotopsia.  And  remembering  that  the  physical  del^, 
when  not  congenital,  is  oftenest  due  to  cerebral  congestion,  let  me 
ask  yon  to  keep  yourselves  from  harmful  stimulants  ^nd  ail  unhealtb- 
ftil  excitation. 

Tears  ago,  in  the  capital  of  Prussia,  I  was  a  frequent  visitor  at  the 
Atigen-Ktinik  of  the  famed  Piof.  Von  Griife.  I  well  remember 
the  entliaBiasm  with  which  the  students  received  the  newly  invented 
ophthalmoscope  of  Ilelmholtz,  and  plied  it  in  their  studies.  Thera 
was  given  to  me  my  first  revelation  of  the  living  heart  of  the  human 
eye.  Then  with  a  kind  of  fascination  I  studied  up  tbe  derangements 
of  vision  caused  by  entozoa.  I  remember  translating  for  a  medical 
friend  a  dismal  Latin  disquisition  of  immense  length  and  genuine 
German  GriindiichkeU  on  the  history  of  all  knq^  cases  of  ocular  in* 
festment  by  the  horrid  cysticercaa  cellnloaui.  The  recollection  re- 
minds me  that  in  this  connection  I  ougiit  to  tell  you  that  there  is  an 
infestment  of  mind  and  heart  as  fatal  to  true  visions  of  life  as  entozoa 
are  to  normal  natural  sight.  And  as  the  latter  seem  to  be  taken  np 
into  the  circulation  fVom  unwholesome  diet,  allow  me  to  suggest  sndt ' 
wise  supervision  of  jour  future  mental  pabulum  as  shall  preclude  all 
similar  dangers  to  your  mental  life. 

Finally,  never  forget  that  as  in  natural  vision  all  true  light  comes 
to  us,  not  from  within  but  from  the  heavens,  so  in  the  moral  world. 
And  as  it  is  ever  in  our  power  to  shut  our  eyes  against  the  ingress  of 
the  blessed  sunlight  and  its  beauteous  revelations,  ao  only  by  a  like 
nnnaturol  folly  ciin  a  man  ever  blind  himself  to  God's  light  and  the 
world  of  spiritual  realities.  In  this  world  may  your  eye  be  single 
and  your  whole  body  full  of  light ;  in  the  life  to  come  may  yon  reach 
that  fruition  of  human  hopes  which  the  fathers  of  our  faith  were 
fond  of  describing  as  the  Viiio  Iki,  —  the  Vision  of  God ! 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  address  degrees  were  conferred  npon  the 
following  graduates  of  the  Class  of  1876  :  — 

Almena  Jane  Baker,  Boston. 

John  William  Boswortli,  West  Newton. 

Ellu  Ann  Ladd  Campbell,  Derry,  N.  H. 

Herbert  Aoguslns  Cbase,  Cambridge. 

John  Lambert  Coffin,  Wakefield. 

Edward  Alonio  Colbf,  Lowell. 

BeoJamtD  Francis  Eldildge,  Mlddleboro*. 

William  Otis  Faxon,  Stoaghton. 

John  Joseph  Fox,  Boston  HlgUands. 

Frank  Albert  Hale,  Newbornwrt. 

Cella  EllEsbeth  Harris,  Lincoln,  Neb. 

1  homas  Hodgson,  HotchlnsoD,  Ean. 
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Ellsha  PlDkh&m  Haasey,  Augnata,  Me. 

Leslie  CUrton  Jewel,  Cambridge. 

Evan  KeoDed;,  Fort  Fhillp,  N.  S. 

WilUtm  Elbridse  Eulgtit,  R«adlDg. 

Harriet  Aagnsta  Lorins,  BoBton. 

ADgDfl  MncDooald,  Whjcocomaefa,  N.  8. 

NatbankI  Eoyal  Perkins,  WoodsvlUe,  H.  H. 

Smma  Harj  Eastman  Saobom,  Andover. 

Frederick  Appleton  Savrtelle,  Cbarlestowo. 

James  StoU  Sbaw,  Fremont,  NeT. 

Sarah  Eva  Sbennati,  Fltchburg. 

George  William  Spears,  Boston.  * 

Cordelia  Adelaide  Stndley,  lA>weI1. 

Justin  Horrill  Swan,  West  Bridgewater. 

Ednln  Faxon  Vose,  Marion. 

William  Lane  Watklns,  New  Bedford. 

Wlllard  Choate  Welcb,  Jr.,  Lowell. 

Fidelia  Jane  Merrick  Whltcomb,  Nanda,  N.  T. 

Everett  Park  Wblte,  East  Boston. 

HoDOrary  degrees  were  also  coDfcrred  upon  Constaatine  Ileriog, 
M.D.,  of  Philadelphia,  anti  John  Franklin  Grny,  M.D.,  of  New 
York. 

Among  the  pleasant  features  of  this  part  of  the  exercises  was  the 
preseDtation  of  bouquets  of  flowers  to  memberB  of  the  graduating 
class  as  they  passed  across  the  stag^  to  receive  their  diplomas. 
These  flowers  were  the  gifts  of  friends  of  tfie  various  members.  Much 
credit,  for  the  performance  of  this  and  other  duties,  is  doe  to  the 
Dsbers,  selected  from  the  various  classes,  who,  by  their  carefhl  atten- 
tion to  their  duties,  contributed  much  to  the  pleasure  and  comfort  of 
Uk  occasion. 

At  the  close  of  this  pert  of  the  exercises,  His  Excellency,  Gov. 
Rice,  waa  Introduced,  and  responded  as  follows :  — 

ItEUAnKS  OF  His  Excellenct  Gov.  Bicb. 

It  is  well  known  by  those  to  whose  conrtesy  I  am  Indebted  for  the 
privilege  of  being  present  on  this  occasion  that  making  an  address 
formed  no  part  of  my  engagement.  If  I  were  to  select  voluntarily  any 
department  of  knowledge  for  discussion,  I  think  I  should  keep  clear 
of  all  the  so-called  learned  professions ;  but  if  compelled  to  choose  a 
subject  among  them  I  also  think  I  would  risk  an  argument  in  Juris- 
pradence,  or  even  a  sermon  in  theologyrather  than  a  disquisition  upon 
pbfsics,  about  the  theory  of  which  I  know  very  little,  and  whose  prao- 
tice,  at  least  in  some  of  its  forma,  is  not  at  all  to  my  ta^.  I  am, 
bowever,  glad  to  be  here,  and  to  give  my  approval  and  sympathy  for 
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irhntever  they  are  worth  to  tbie  noble  iDstiluLion  ;  and  I  do  not  kcow 
that  I  can  say  anylliing  more  commendatory  of  Homsopathy  llian 
that  I  have  employed  it,  for  the  most  part,  in  casea  of  sickness  in  my 
family  for  more  than  twenty  years,  with  satisfactory  results  ;  the  trial 
of  other  systems  during  this  period  has  been  in  cases  requiring  a 
special  practitioner.  I  Hke  the  liberal  and  eomprehensive  plan  of 
this  school !  Ibe  freedom  of  its  administration,  its  progressive  and 
hopeful  aims  and  aspirations ;  and  I  join  Leartly  with  its  Faculty,  and 
with  this  large  audience  of  its  friends,  in  wi!<hing  the  members  of  this 
grndnating  class  the  highest  usefulness  and  happiness  in  their  future 
.  lives,  and  the  institution  itself  the  continued  favor  and  patronage  of 
the  pablic. 

Got.  Rice  was  followed  by  Prof.  Walter  Wesselhoeft,  M.D.,  who 
delivered  the  valedictory  address  from  the  Faculty.  He  spoke  as  fol- 
lows :  — 

Valedictory  Address  to  thk  Graduates. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Graduating  Class,  —  The  privilege  of 
welcoming  you  formally  to  the  fellowship  of  the  profession,  on  the 
part  of  the  Faculty,  has  fallen  to  me,  and  as  the  relations  which  have 
thus  far  subsisted  between  us  are  herewith  brought  to  an  end,  it  be- 
comes my  duty,  also,  to  address  to  you  such  words  at  parting  as  the 
occasion  suggests. 

If  it  were  possible  for  any  course  of  medical  training  aetaally  to 
complete  your  professional  education,  that  is,  to  transform  yon  wholly 
iVom  laymen  into  skilful  and  thoroughly  scientific  physicians,  ready 
for  every  emergency,  your  teachers  might,  in  congratulating  you  on 
the  successful  termination  of  your  studies,  cheerfully  bid  yon  farewell, 
assured,  humanly  speaking,  of  a  smooth  and  successful  career  for 
every  one  of  yon. 

But  the  experience  of  the  oldest  and  most  perfectly  equipped 
schools,  in  all  countries,  proves,  as  we  have  been  recently  assured  on 
the  highest  authority,  that  even  a  curriculum  of  five  nnd  sis  years  can 
do  no  more  than  prepare  the  student  for  a  further  and  an  infinitely 
more  arduous  discipline,  which  awaits  him  in  active  life. 

The  consciousness,  tberefoie,  that  the  position  to  which  we  welcome 
you  to-day  is  one  of  trials,  of  difficulties,  and  responsibilities,  such  as 
fall  to  the  lot  of  the  beginners  in  no  other  profession,  lends  a  deep 
solemnity  to  this  occasion,  of  which  we  can  have  no  wish  to  divest  it. 

That  you  might  be  prepared  to  meet  these  difficulties  with  as  fair  a 
chance  of  overcoming  them  as  the  majority  of  young  physicians,  we 
have  done  what  it  was  in  our  power  to  do ;  and  that  you  have  faith- 
fully taken  advantage  of  your  opportunities,  we  gladly  attest  in 
awarding  you  your  diplomas.  It  now  remains  for  you  to  continue 
steadfastly  in  the  way  we  have  pointed  out,  and  to  prove  that  you  can 
command  resources  which  will  enable  you  to  stand  the  severe  test  of 
the  struggle  for  professional  existence. 

As  it  has  alwoys  been  the  right  of  the  more  experienced  to  counsel 
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uid  direct  those  nenly  entering  npou  the  active  duties  of  life,  yon 
mist  allow  me  to  make  use  of  mj  last  opportunity  of  addressing  yon 
u  a  teacher  to  call  to  your  miuds  some  general  considerations,  the 
obaeirance  of  which  will  aid  you  materially  in  steering  yonr  fotnre 
course,  and  which  a  somewhat  extended  observation  assures  me  will 
not  be  out  of  place  here. 

As  yon  go  out  endowed  with  various  measures  of  strength  and  en* 
*^>  ve  who  will  coutinue  to  watch  your  career  with  much  solicitude, 
■hall  see  you  presently  occupying  different  positions  in  life.  Be 
assured,  however,  that  these  positions  are  not  wholly  predestined,  but 
largely  of  your  own  making.  Even  under  circumstances  much  more 
favorable  than  those  which  sunxiund  your  entrance  into  the  medical 
profession,  this  calliug  offers  scarcely  any  of  those  high  places  of  influ- 
ence and  wcalih  open  to  the  ambitious  in  other  pursuits ;  and,  sotting 
aside  some  local  traditions,  its  prominent  names  of  one  generation  are 
Speedily  forgotten  by  the  next,  fiut  if  fVom  the  peculiar  pature  of  its 
aims  and  its  ditties  your  calling  debars  you  from  the  possibility  of 
achieving  power,  wealth,  and  fame,  it  yet  offers  to  all  who  loyally 
accept  its  obligations,  lives  of  the  most  extended  and  honorable  use- 
fulness and  a  sufflcient  competence. 

These  obligations  which  your  profession  imposes  upon  you  are  two- 
fold, — f  towards  its  art,  and  towards  its  science.  To  ensure  success  in 
practice  it  is  imperative  that  first  of  all  you  should  supply  yourselves 
unply  with  all  the  implcmenlB  necessary  for  your  work.  Those  of  you 
who  will  from  choice  or  circumstances  dispense  your  own  medicines 
Bbonld  obtain,  at  once,  a  moderate  supply  of  all  the  best  known  articles 
of  the  Materia  Medica,  iu  preparations  upon  the  genuineness  of 
which  yon  can  implicitly  rely ;  and  here  I  may  say  that  the  most 
tmstworthy  are  those  which  you  have  conscientiously  prepared 
yourselves. 

Furthermore,  your  outfit  should  contain  the  most  necessary  instru* 
ments  and  appliances  of  snrgery,  obstetrics,  and  diagnosis,  without 
which  you  will  be  powerless  to  meet  the  ordinary  cases  presenting 
themselves  ia  daily  practice.  Have  In  readiness  also  the  antidotes  of 
the  most  common  poisons  together  with  the  remedies  for  ^uch  sudden 
accidents  as  burns,  asphyxia,  and  others  in  which,  if  you  stay  at 
home  faithfully  while  busier  practitioners  are  out,  you  will  be  called 
upon  to  act  with  promptness  and  decision.  Renew  these  ^ubstsnces 
frequently,  and  keep  them  where  you  can  lay  your  hands  upon  them 
at  a  moment's  warning,  by  day  or  night. 

Wbatcveryour  circumstanoes  may  be,  allow  no  motive  of  economy 
to  limit  your  powers  by  depriving  you  of  the  means  to  apply  your 
knowledge.  Many  a  promising  career  hna  been  seriously  retarded,  if 
not  hopelessly  ruined,  by  the  neglect  of  these  considerations ;  and  let 
me  add  that  no  situation  can  be  more  painful  and  crushing  than  that 
of  standing  in  the  presence  of  suffering  or  danger  withoutthe  means 
to  aid. 

If  you  have  tliua  prepared  yourselves  for  the  contingencies  of  daily 
practice,  you  will  have  taken  an  important  step  towards  fortifying 
yourselves  in  your  new  position,  and  can  then   proceed  with  easy 


.yLiOO^Ie 


134  THE  KEW   GKOLAlfD  UEDICAL  QAZETTE.  [March, 

mindB  to  perfect  and  extemS  the  knonledge  you  have  gained.  Exer- 
cise your  hands  and  eyes  in  the  manipulations  of  minor  sargery, 
bandsjiing,  and  obstetrica ;  in  tbe  use  of  the  microscope  and  chemical 
analysis ;  but  above  ell  things,  read.  Make  yourselves  conversant 
with  the  history  and  literature  of  your  profession.  Graap  the  spirit 
and  the  ntetliods  of  modern  inquiry,  and  raalte  them  thoroughly  yoar 
own.  S(vdj/,  investigate,  (xperinent,  TJds  is  the  duty  you  owe  to 
medical  science.  Gratified  as  yon  vrcll  may  feel  to-day  at  receiving 
your  diplomas,  remember  humbly  at  hI!  times  that  the  possession  of 
these  alone  does  not  complete  your  transformation  into  true  pbyel- 
cians.  It  is  wholly  impossible  in  three  short  years  to  shake  off 
entirely  those  traditional  notions,  prejudices,  and  vague  and  errone- 
ous generalizations  concerning  medicine,  current  in  all  the  walks  of 
life  among  mothers,  nurses,  and  other  "  experienced  "  people.  They 
have  surrounded  you  on  all  hands  from  your  youtii  up,  and  have 
necessarily  constituted  all  ycur  medicol  experience  to  the  beginning 
of  jour  professional  studies,  so  that  they  are  deeply  rooted  in  your 
habits  of  thought. 

The  difHculty  with  which  the  human  mind  divests  itself  of  early 
impressions  is  sufficiently  known,  and  nowiiere  is  it  more  apparent 
than  in  medicine.  It  is  like  a  curse  that  broods  over  the  profession, 
perverting  the  aims  and  achievements  of  medical  science  and  staying 
the  helping  h.ind  of  the  healing  art.  Under  its  blighting  inflnence 
generation  after  generation  of  piiysicians  of  all  schools  waste  their 
beet  energies  in  toiling  around  those  vicious  which  have  always  been 
tbe  favorite  objects  of  ridicule  for  satirists  and  have  afforded  the  best 
examples  of  fallacies  for  logicians  ;  and  under  its  tyranny  the  Strong- 
est and  most  famous  seats  of  medical  learning  are  driven  to  per- 
petuate in  new  forms  numberless  ancient  theories  and  barbarous 
practices,  long  condemned  by  philosophy,  by  science,  and  by  the 
most  trustworthy  experience. 

These  popular  and  traditional  notions,  the  strongest  allies  of  medi- 
cal conservatism,  will  meet  you  at  every  step,  will  hem  yon  in,  will 
too  often  paralyze  your  best  efforts ;  and  if  you  are  over-sensitive  and 
timid,  they  will  poison  your  lives,  or  turn  you  firom  the  way  of  scien- 
tific progress  and  lasting  uscfhlnesa  into  tbe  obscure  paths  of  a  time- 
serving and  destructive  routine. 

It  is  only  by  the  most  determined  struggle  against  the  retarding 
influences  of  preconceived  notions  and  popular  errors  that  you  can 
fuIQI  your  obligations  loyally  to  your  profession  and  to  those  who 
seek  relief  at  your  hands ;  and  you  will  be  succcssfbl  in  this  struggle 
in  proportion  as  you  bear  in  mind  that,  although  the  logic  of  science 
is  no  other  than  tbe  logic  of  daily  life,  it  deals  with  wholly  different 
and  infinitely  more  numerous  facts.  Laymen  necessarily  construct 
theories  on  isolated  and  superficial  observations  regarding  the  phenom- 
ena of  he  I'th,  disease,  and  the  effects  of  remedies  ;  and  these  theories 
are  so  often  mistaken  for  well  established  and  available  data  for  treat- 
ment tliat  it  will  be  by  no  means  your  liglitest  task  at  the  bedside  to 
prevent  their  misapplication. 

But  to  oppose  to  these  injurious  views  and  habits  of  feeding,  cloth- 
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in^,  training,  nursiDg,  aad  doeiog,  Bound  hygienic  measures ;  to  oppose 
to  Uie  erode  OonceptioD  of  tUe  origin  and  nature  of  disease  the  teachr 
iaga  of  moderD  patliolozy ;  and  above  all  to  supplant  the  grora  einpir; 
iciani  of  tlie  people  by  the  empirical  methods  of  scientific  therapeutics 
teqaires,  at  first,  no  tittle  courage  and  Bclf-sacriSce,  especially  ftom 
ttiose  wbo,  like  you,  find  no  shelter  under  the  ample  wing  of  the  con- 
ventional authority  in  medicine. 

In  the  whole  raoge  of  human  experience  no  occasion  calls  foi  greater 
fortitude,  firmness,  and  forgetfulness  of  self  than  the  conduct  of  a, 
grave  case  according  to  principles  opposed  to  the  prevailing  popular 
notions.  To  refuse,  for  instance,  to  force  the  supposed  obstruction  in 
t  case  of  typhlitis  or  enteritis,  to  deny  the  temporary  and  deceptive 
relief  of  palliatives  (which  are  much  oft"ner  given  to  ease  the  friends 
met  the  doctor  than  the  patient),  and  to  direct  your  treatment  against 
the  morbid  conditions  as  yon  know  them  to  exist,  rather  than  against 
the  va^e  fears  and  assumption  of  all  the  host  of  extraneous  advisers, 
me<)ical  and  other,  who  invariably  gather  around  every  case  of  unusntd 
difflcully,  always  requires  the  greatest  courage  and  tact ;  but  to  assume 
this  responsibility  while  standing  alone,  fully  aware  that  yon  may  fail, 
although  your  course  is  the  only  warrantable  one,  and  that  your  rep- 
utation may  be  seriously  affected  by  such  failure,  demands  a  fund  of 
moral  strength  and  discipline  which  few  can  command. 

This  self-reliance  can  only  come  of  the  consciousness  of  skill  and 
BOUDd  hnowledge.  Those  who  feel  their  own  weakness,  herd  with  the 
multitude,  and  go  to  swell  the  stagnant  mass  of  commonplace,  of 
pretension,  and  unreasonable  imitation,  which  surges  heavily  across 
the  path  of  progress,  obstructing  all  reform  and  enlightenment. 

For  you  who  have  voluntarily  allied  j'oureelves  with  innovftions, 
vbich,  though  comparatively  feeble  and  unrecognized  as  yet,  are  never- 
theless the  legitimate  offspring  of  modem  thought  and  modern  needs, 
and  have  thus  generonsty  cast  aside  the  luxuries  of  the  traditions,  the 
dogmas,  find  the  authority  of  conservative  medicine,  —  for  you  all 
retrogression  or  supinenesss  is  attended  with  dangers,  exceptionally 
great.  Unless  you  advance,  you  will  find  no  place  worth  holding  ia  a 
profession  already  overcrowded,  and  you  will  sink  hopelessly  between 
eonaervatism  and  reform,  having  the  countenance  of  neither. 

The  path  which  you  have  chosen  has  been  successfully  trodden 
before,  and  much  has  been  done  already  to  smooth  the  way  for  you ; 
but  much  remains  still  for  you  to  do.  In  bidding  you  farewell,  there- 
fore, as  you  set  out,  this  Is  the  viaticum  we  give  you  on  your  way, 
Dare  to  know  and  dare  to  act!  Be  patient,  watchful,  and  gentle, 
remembering  always  that  under  all  the  diversities  of  opinion  there  is 
a  medical  science,  and  that  to  this  and  to  humanity  only  are  you 
answerable  for  all  your  professional  thoughts  and  acts. 

With  onr  warmest  wishes  for  your  success,  and  the  moat  sincere 
assurances  of  our  aid  and  advice  wherever  yoa  may  desire  them,  we 
bid  yon  Farewell. 

Frederick  Appleton  Sawtellc,  M.D.,  of  Charlcstown,  a  member  of 
the  gradaating  class,  responded  for  the  class  in  a  valedictory  address, 
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Speaking  in  the  highest  terms  of  the  pleasant  ezperieaces  of  the  class 
during  the  period  of  instraction,  of  their  satisfaclioD  with  the  methods 
of  the  Echo3l,  aad  their  high  appreciation  of  the  efforts  of  the  Faculty. 

At  the  close  of  Dr.  Sawtelle's  address  the  Germania  favored  tha 
kadience  with  another  choice  selection,  and  the  exercises  were  closed 
with  the  benediction,  by  the  Rev.  David  Fatten,  D.D.,  of  Boston. 
The  arrangements  for  the  Commencement  were  very  complete,  and 
everytbiog  passed  pleasantly. 

The  annual  Commencement  supper  was  served  at  the  Hotel  Bruns- 
wick in  the  evening.  A  company  of  about  one  hundred  gentlemen 
nd  ladies  enjoyed  an  hour  of  social  infercouree,  after  wbich  an 
adjournment  was  taken  to  Ihe  dining-hall.  The  banquet  over,  Dr.  I. 
T.  Talbot,  the  Dean  of  the  Faculty,  made  a  brief  speech  of  \elcome ' 
and  introduced  the  head  of  Boston  University,  Dr.  Warren,  who 
gracefully  responded,  expressing  bis  pleasure  at  the  growth  of  the 
school.  Other  addresses  wore  mide  by  Liverus  Hull,  Esq.,  of 
Charlestown  ;  Jacob  Sleeper,  Esq.,  one  of  the  firmest  friends  of  the 
school ;  H.  O.  Houghton,  Esq.,  of  the  Riverside  Press.  Among  those 
present  was  Mayor  Alden  Speare,  of  Newton,  and  many  other  gentle- 
men interested  in  the  school  and  its  work. 

SOCIETIES  AND  INSTITUTIONS. 


>.*  Reporta  of  all  Homaopatblo  Hedlul  SodfUn  and  InaiUaU 
•r  ■pacliil  iDUraM  to  tha  profMiiaD,  nra  rcipcctfultr  aollalted. 


MARCH  MEETING  OF  THE  MIDDLESEX  SOUTH  HOMCEO 
PATHIC  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 
TiiE  rcjiutar  montbty  meeting  of  the  Society  occurred  at  West  Hev- 
(OD,  on  Thursday,  March  3,  at  2.30  f.  u.,  tlie  president,  Dr.  F.  E. 
Crockett,  in  Ihe  Chair.  After  reading  of  records,  and  some  amend- 
ments to  the  By-Laws,  Dr.  C.  H.  Farnsworth,  of  East  Cambridge,  wse 
elected  a  member,  and  the  names  of  Drs.  J.  W.  Bosworlh  and  U.  A. 
Chase  were  proposed  for  membership.  Drs.  FarnswortU,  Cbase,  and 
Hockett  were  chosen  a  committee  to  select  topics  for  discussion,  and 
appoint  essayists,  disputants,  etc.,  for  the  year.  Alter  the  transaction 
of  all  necessary  business,  Dr.  Fnrnsworlh  reported  cases  of  diph- 
theria ;  Dr.  Chase  read  an  able  article  on  "  Scarlatina,  and  the  Value  of 
Belladonna  as  a  Prophylactic."  AAer  this  followed  discussions  of 
albuminuria,  placenta  piaevia,  scarlatina,  and  diphtheria,  participated 
in  by  Drs.  Furnsworth,  Chase,  Scales,  Crockett,  Sylvester,  and  Hack- 
ett.  At  5  o'clock  the  Society  adjourned,  to  meet  at  the  call  of  the 
secretary. 
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REVIEWS  AND  NOTICES  OF  BOOKS. 


VB»kaHDtloTnt  a*EEm  br  doUm  will,  slUr  fqlubl*  aumlutlan  ud  eritlcUm,  1i* 
TnitMri  to  tlM  CitUes*  UbtBTf,  wb*n  Uw^  wUl  b«  uecwlbl*  lo  Ih*  proftofon  aodtr  Ui*  rult* 


Filth  Diseases  akd  Tbkir  Pbetektioh.     By  John  Simon,  M.D., 
P.R.C.S.    BoBton:  J aa.  Campbell.     187C. 

This  book,  prioted  under  the  direction  of  the  State  Board  of 
Bealth  of  Massachusetts,  yras  originally  offered  in  England  as  a 
preface  to  a  volnme  of  reports  upon  several  epidemics  which  had  oo- 
cnned  in  that  country.  The  remarks  apply  as  well  to  Massachusetts, 
or  to  America  generally,  as  to  England ;  hence  the  book  is  earnestly 
recommended  by  the  State  Board  of  Flealth  aa  being  worthy  of  peril- 
la],  not  only  by  medical  men,  but  by  the  citizens  at  large. 

The  author  refers  especially  to  enteric  (typhoid)  fever  and  dis- 
eaees  arising  tVom  similar  causes,  and  considers  that  theee  causes  are 
remorabte,  inasmuch  as  they  are  sach  as  contravene  public  hygiene ; 
he  giTCB  a  definition  of  filth,  as  he  makes  use  of  the  word,  "in  that 
sense  which  suggests  subject-matter  for  sewers  and  scavenging." 

He  then  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  filth  acts  insidiously,  and 
that  a  bad  odor  does  not  necessarily  imply  danger  to  health  and  life ; 
that,  aside  from  the  chemical  action  of  poisonous  gases,  there  are 
"other  and  far  wider  possibilities  of  mischief  which  we  recognize  ta 
filth,  which  must  be  attributed  to  morbijic  ftrmenU  or  contagia, — mat- 
ters which  not  only  are  not  gaseous,  but  on  the  contrary,  so  far  as  we 
know  them,  seem  to  have  their  essence,  or  an  inseparable  part  of  it,  in 
certain  solid  elements  which  the  microscope  discovers  in  them ;  in  liv- 
iag  organiems,  namely,  which  in  their  largest  sizes  are  but  very  minut« 
microscopical  objects,  and  at  their  least  sizes  are  probably  unseen 
eren  with  the  microscope." 

He  then  goes  on  to  say  that  these  contagious  elements  are  present 
not  only  in  the  air  but  also  in  the  drinking  water,  which  may  become 
impr^nated  with  poisonous  principles  from  decaying  matter  which 
has  soaked  into  the  ground  and  so  found  its  way  intd  the  wells. 

He  then  mentions  the  diseases  which  are  most  liable  to  result  fW>m 
filth,  and  considers  that  the  noxK  exert  their  influence,  especially  on 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  intestines,  so  the  diseases  mostiVe- 
qaently  met  are  diarrhoea,  typhoid  fever,  cholera,  etc.  ;  he  further 
asserts  that  the  excrement  of  patients  suffering  from  these  diseases  is 
capable  of  spreading  the  contagion,  and  hence  lie  urges  the  necessity 
of  having  proper  means  by  which  the  danger  from  this  cause  may  be 
reduced  lo  a  minimum.  He  snys,  "When  an  epidemic  of  enteric 
(typhoid)  fever,  or  of  cholera  or  diarrhoea,  has  been  traced  (as  in  gen- 
eral it  quite  easily  can  be)   to  some  gross  excremental  pollution  of 
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air  or  water,  the  primary  eoarceof  Btic;h  pollation  will  usually  be  under 
one  or  more  of  the  following  three  heads,  viz.  faults  of  public  sewer- 
age, faults  of  In-door  water-closets  and  other  apparatus  of  house- 
drainage,  and  the  fault  of  bog-privies," 

Under  the  first  head,  he  considers  absence  of  a  proper  system  of 
drainage  and  defects  of  ventilation  and  proper  water-flushing  in  exist- 
ing aeweri.  Under  the  second,  the  conditions  which  will  render  the 
water-closet  system  a  success,  viz  "First,  that  the  closets shull  uni- 
versally receive  an  unfailing  suCBciencyof  water  properly  supplied  ; 
Second,  that  the  comparatively  large  volume  of  sewage  which  the  sya- 
lem  produces  can  be  in  all  respects  satisfactorily  disposed  of;  and 
Third,  that  on  nil  premises  which  the  system  brings  into  connection 
with  the  common  sewers,  the  construction  and  keeping  of  the  closets 
and  otherdraiiiage  relations  shall  be  subject  to  sitilled  direction  and 
control."  Under  the  third  (the  fault  of  bog-privies),  he  condemns  the 
out-houses  so  common,  especially  in  the  country,  and  recommends,  in 
cases  suitable  water-closets  cannot  be  constructed,  what  are  called 
pail  (movable  receptacles),  ash,  earth,  or  charcoal  privies,  always 
insisting  that  all  arrangements  of  this  sort  should  be  under  the  care- 
fcl  supervision  of  the  local  authority. 

He  then  considers  the  necessity  of  removing  ash-heaps  and  snch 
collections  of  reflise  matter,  and  lastly  insists  upon  the  care  of  streets 
as  a  matter  of  paramount  importance  to  the  health  of  the  people. 

We  heartily  second  the  endorsement  of  the  State  Board  of  Health, 
and  advise  our  readers  to  obtain  this  little  booh,  and  to  put  into  prac- 
tice, as  far  as  possible,  the  ideas  advanced. 

IsaANiTT  IN  Its  Medicd-Leqal  Belations.    By  A.  C.  Cowperthwait, 

A.M.,  M.D. 

A  neat,  comprehensive  epitome  of  the  leading  principles  in  the 
pathology,  diagnosis,  legal  responsibility,  and  treatment  of  the  insase, 
based  upon  the  opinions  of  Mandsley,  Hammond,  Bay,  Wynter,  aod 
others,  with  some  hints  ttom  the  author's  own  experience. 

In  these  days  when  insanity  appears  to  be  the  dernier  rtaaort  of 
criminals,  and  since,  as  the  author  shows,  the  insanity  of  a  criminal 
Is  a  question  of  fad  to  be  decided  by  the  jury  upon  medical  testimony 
and  not  a  question  of  law  for  the  courts,  it  behooves  every  phyaieiaa 
to  have  some  knowledge  of  the  chief  phenomena  of  mental  disease. 
In  obtaining  such  knowledge  quickly  and  concisely,  this  little  book 
would  be  of  great  assistance. 

BOOKS   AND  PAMPHLETS   RECEIVED. 

The  Micboscopical  Exauinatiok  of  CnoDE  Drdqs  akd  Ofber  Veg- 
etable Pboddcts.  By  Mark  W.  Harrington,  M.A.,  Assistant 
Professor  in  Charge  of  Botany  fn  the  University  of  Michigan. 

Repobt  of  toe  CoMMriTEs  ON  Legislation  to  thb  Amrricait  Insti- 

TDTB  OF  IIOWEOPATQT  AT  ITS  TWENTT-ElOHTH  StSSIOK.     JUDe,  1875. 
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Filth  Diseases  amd  Thsik  Pretestiou.    By  John  Simon,  M.D., 
F.R.C.S.     First  American  edition.    Boston :  James  Campbell. 

lOTAHtTT  IK  Its  Medico-Legal  Relatioks.     By  A.  C.  Cowperthwait, 
A.U.,  M.D.     Philadelphia ;  J.  M.  Stoddard  &  Co.     1876. 

The  Medical  JoKiepRCDEKCE  of  Insanity.    By  J.  H.  Balfour  Browne, 
Esq.    Second  edition.     PbiUdelpliia :  Lindsay  &  Blackiston. 


ITEMS  AND  EXTRACTS. 


SoDicM  Sulpbo-Carbolate  as  a  FROPnrLACTic  AOAiJiST  Scarla- 
TiHA.  —  Dr.  Sansom  fed  tiro  guinea-pigs  "  with  pills  composed  of 
arrowroot  mixed  with  sodliira  sulpho-carbolute.  No  other  food  was 
giTen.  In  fonr  days  the  little  animals  had  consumed  two  hnndred  and 
•erenly-five  grains  of  the  salt.  No  obvious  effect  was  produced, 
except  a  slifiht  looseDess  of  the  evacuations."  The  animals  were  then 
killed,  and  it  was  found  that  "  Ibe  flesh  showed  a  marked  tendency  to 
resist  pntref action." 

"  It  would  appear,  therefore,  that  sodium  sulpho-carbulate  adminis- 
tered to  a  living  animal  is  rapidly  absorbed  and  projected  throughout 
the  system.  In  the  blood  or  the  tissues  the  double  salt  is  decom- 
posed, the  sodium  sulphate  being  set  free  in  the  tissues,  and  ultimately 
excreted  by  the  kidneys ;  the  carbolic  acid,  also  liberated  in  ihe  text- 
ores  eventually,  foi  the  most  part  escaping  by  the  lungs.  It  is  prob- 
able, also,  that  some  portion  of  the  carbolic  acid  is  eliminated  by  the 
orine.  It  follows  that  the  administration  of  sodium  aulpho-carbolate 
is  an  indirect  means  of  administering  carbolic  acid  ;  and  inasmnch  afl 
at  least  one  fourth  of  tbe  weight  of  the  sulpho-carbolate  employed 
consists  of  carbolic  acid,  we  find  that  an  amount  equalling  fVom  fifteen 
to  ninety  grains  per  diem  can  be  administered  of  the  latter.  It  ia 
obrious  that  the  direct  administration  of  this  nmount  of  carbolic  acid 
would,  fh)m  its  nauseous  character  and  ita  difficulty  of  manipulation, 
be  not  readily  accomplished;  and  there  would  be  a  danger  of  tbe  toxic 
BclioQ  of  the  latter  being  manifest,  —  a  result  which  does  not  occur 
when  the  sulpbo-carbolates  are  administered.  One  would  imagine 
that,  in  this  latter  case,  there  is  a  gradual  evolution  of  carbolic  acid, 
which  at  no  time  is  in  sufficient  amount  to  manifest  its  poisonous 
action." 

Commencing  with  moderate  doses  of  tbe  sodium  sulpho-carbolate,  I 
soon  found  that,  as  stated  by  Dr.  Sansom,  from  twenty  to  thirty 
grains,  every  two  honrs,  could  be  easily  taken  by  adults  for  a  consid- 
erable length  of  time,  without  any  inconvenience  or  physiological  dis- 
tnrbance  of  any  kind. 

Up  to  this  point,  the  results  I  hare  obtained  by  thia  method  of 
treating  scarlatina  entirely  support  the  favorable  opinioD  which  Dr. 
Sausom  formed  of  it  from  bis  own  experience.  1  bave,  however, 
tentnred  to  go  still  further  than,  in  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  any  one  who 
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has  used  inteinitl  dlaitifectants  bu  gone.  So  marked  an  induence  did 
this  remedy  eeem  to  exert  on  the  actual  disease,  and  so  well  was  it 
tolerated  in  fbll  doses,  and  for  s  considerable  period,  by  all  my 
patients,  old  and  yonng,  without  exception,  that  /  determined  some 
time  ago,  tohentver  I  met  v>ilh  the  di$eaee  in  my  private  practice,  to  givt 
the  sodium  tulpho-carboktle  to  ail  individvaU  exposed  to  the  inftdioK 
who  were  no(  protected  by  a  previ&wt  attack.  For  I  argued  if  by  inter- 
nal disinfectants  we  can  destroy  or  inhibit  fever-germs  after  they  have 
multiplied  indefinitely  and  produced  their  pathological  effects  wilhin 
the  body,  may  we  not  reasonably  hope  that  by  previoiialy  disinfecting 
the  tissues  of  the  body,  the  germs  which  first  find  their  way  into  them 
will  be  much  more  easily  destroyed  or  paralyzed?  I  therefore  hoped 
thus  to  bo  able  either  to  modify  or  ]  rerent  attacks  of  infectioas  dis- 
ease. 

To  be  able  so  to  control  the  activity  of  the  diseaso-germs  on  their 
entrance  into  the  body  that  the  resuliing  atUck  should  with  cerUinty 
be  rendered  mild  and  safe,  instead  of  severe  and  dangerous,  and  the 
patient  thus  be  protected  against  a  future  attack,  appeared  to  me  tbe 
more  desirable  end  to  bo  aimed  at.  For  to  prevent  tbe  attack 
altogether,  however  desirable  this  might  bo  at  the  time,  would  be  to 
leave  the  individual  still  liable  to  the  disease.  Tbe  results  which  I 
have  up  tilt  now  actually  obtained  have  e.iceeded  my  utmost  antici- 
pations, ^nd  require,  I  am  fully  aware,  to  be  recorded  and  received 
with  due  caution. 

I  have  administered  the  sulpho-carbolate  of  sodium  fur  the  above 
purpose  in  doses  varying,  according  to  age,  fVom  Ave  to  thirty  grains 
three  or  four  times  a  day,  and  sometimes, 'When  well  borne,  more 
frequently  to  those  exposed  to  the  poisons  of  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria, 
and  measles.  It  was  given  in  seven  families  to  twenty  t no  individ> 
uals  exposed  to  the  poison  df  scarlet  fever ;  in  three  families,  to 
fifteen  individuals  exposed  to  the  poison  of  diphtheria ;  and  in  three 
families,  to  eight  persons  exposed  to  the  poison  of  measles.  The  dis- 
eases have  not  in  a  single  instance  extended  beyond  the  individaals 
first  affected.  In  the  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  tbe  patients  as  well  as 
those  exposed  to  infection  were  treated  with  full  doses  of  tbe  sulpho- 
carbolate  ;  and  in  this  way  the  infection  may  have  been  lessened.  Tbe 
cases  of  diphtheria  and  measles  were  treated  on  ordinary  principles, 
and  the  absence  of  any  spread  cf  the  diseases  in  these  instances  must 
be  attributed  either  to  accident  or  to  the  protection  afibrded  by  tbe 
sulpho-carbolate.  I  tliink  it  right,  liowever,  to  mention  that,  althougb 
the  mortality  from  scarlet  fever  has  been  considerable  during  the  last 
eight  months,  I  have  been  informed  by  several  of  my  professional 
brethren  that  cases  have  not  been  uncommon  in  which  the  disease  has 
remained  confined  to  tbe  member  of  the  family  who  first  took  it,  and 
that  in  some  instances  the  other  children,  although  freely  exposed  to 
the  polmn,  have  all  escaped.  I  am  therefore  far  from  feeling  that  I 
have  proved,  even  to  my  own  satisfaction,  that  by  the  internal  use  of 
a  disinfectant  we  can  entirely  prevent  or  modify  attacks  of  infections 
disease.  The  results  I  have  obtained  in  the  above  cases  are,  bow* 
ever,  I  think,  sufficiently  remarkable  to  be  recorded,  aud  I  now  pub- 
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lish  tiiem  in  the  hope  that  during  the  severe  epidemic  of  scarlet  fever 
which  ire  are  likely  to  encoimtor  during  the  coming  autumn  and  win- 
ter, the  plan  whicb  I  propose,  and  have  to  a  limiled  extent  tested, 
may  be  fully  and  fairly  tried.  The  question  has  this  flirther  interest 
attaching  to  it,  —  thnt  upon  its  success  or  failure  hinges  tbo  whole 
question  of  the  value  of  internal  disinfection.  For  if  this  method  it 
not  decidedly  effectual  at  the  very  outset  of  the  disease,  when  the 
poison  is  small  in  amount  and  quiescent,  can  we  expect  much  benefit 
from  it  afler  the  disease  germs  have  multiplied  enormously,  and  their 
mlBchievous  etfects  upon  the  system  have  commenced?  I  have  as  yet 
employed  only  the  sodium  sulpbo-carbolatc  for  the  purpose  of  internal 
disinfection.  Other  substances  may  yet  prove  equally  or  more  useful, 
and  the  plan  should  be  applicable  to  all  the  so-called  zymotic  diseases. 
—  Dr.  Bbakenridgb,  in  Medical  Times  and  Qatetlt. 

Use  op  Quinine  as  a  Gargle.  —  For  the  last  four  months  I  have 
treated  every  suitable  case  of  sore  throat  that  I  have  met  wjib,  in  my 
wards  in  the  Royal  Infirmary  and  elsewhere,  with  a  gargle  composed 
as  a  rule  of  two  grains  of  sulphate  of  quinine  and  five  minims  of  dilute 
sulphuric  acid  to  each  ounce  of  water.  Sometimes  I  have  been  able 
to  increase  the  strength,  sometimes  I  have  been  compelled  to  dimin- 
idi  it.     When  well  tolerated,  the  stronger  it  is  the  batter. 

The  results  I  have  obtained  fblly  confirm  my  favorable  anticipa- 
tioDS.  From  a,  considerable  number  of  cases  1  draw  the  following 
conclnsions ;  — 

Simple  non-syphilitic  ulcers  of  the  throat,  under  this  treatment,  at 
once  assume  a  healthier  aspect  and  heal  rapidly. 

In  syphilitic  ulcers,  the  local  treatment  has  always  been  accompa- 
nied by  the  internal  administration  of  iodide  of  potassium,  or  some 
other  suitable  constitutional  remedy;  but  my  impressioo  is  that  in 
these  cases  the  cure  is  hastened  by  the  quinine  gargle. 

Its  effect  in  the  sore  throat  of  scarlatina  is  very  marked,  the  pulta- 
ceous  secretioa  being  checked  and  the  inflammatory  swelling  dimin* 
isbed. 

It  is  of  comparatively  little  ase  in  the  early  st^e  of  cynanche 
tonsillaris,  over  which  tincture  of  aconite,  in  minim  doses  frequently 
repeated,  has  so  decided  a  control.  When,  however,  abscess  followed 
by  abundant  discharge  of  pus  results,  its  beneficial  influence  in  check- 
ing the  suppuration  and  promoting  heating  is  marked. 

In  the  slighter  forms  of  diphtheritic  sore  throat  it  answers  admirably, 
preventing  the  extension  of  the  disease  and  promoting  the  separation 
of  Ihe  membranous  exudation. 

It  is,  however,  in  severe  cases  of  true  diphtheria  that  I  hope  it  will 
prove  most  useful.  I  have  now  employed  it  in  three  cases  of  this  die- 
e&ie,  and  in  all  the  result  has  been  highly  satisfactory.  —  Dr.  Bsak- 
ENRiDae,  in  Practitioner. 

Diet  nr  HEUiPLcaiA.  —  Lastly  as  regards  food.  If  there  is  one 
thing  which  experience  establishes  more  than  anotiier  in  the  dietetics 
of  cerebral  iiscasc,  it  is  that  patients  having  aoarebral  lesion  can  get 
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on  a  very  long  time  without  azolized  or  carbonaceous  food,  provided 
a  iufflcient  quantity  of  irater  and  pure  air  ia  given ;  ttiat  nature, 
under  the  circumstancen  which  attend  upon  coma  or  cerebral  con- 
gestion of  any  kind  renders  tbe  requirements  of  food  of  the  most  lim- 
ited character.  In  the  cases  I  am  considering,  it  will  be  found  most 
beneflcial  to  limit  the  supply  of  all  the  highly  nitrogenized  articles  of 
food ;  to  forbid  the  use  of  beef,  pork,  veal,  altogether ;  to  allow  bnt 
little  fat  and  not  much  sugar ;  forbidding  all  rich  made  dishes  and 
heavy  pastry ;  limiting  tlie  meal  to  two  courses  only,  and  giving  claret 
or  some  otlier  light  wine  freely  diluted  with  water  in  preference  to  & 
vintage  which  has  had  an  incomplete  fermentation,  and  also  contains 
a  large  percentage  of  superadded  spirit.  In  all  the  successHil  cases  I 
have  met  with,  the  daily  diet  has  been  fish  at  least  once,  sometimes 
three  times  doily,  occasionally  a  little  mutton,  chicken,  or  game,  wiUi 
simple  milk  or  farinaceous  pudding.  If  the  skin  has  had  a  tendencry 
to  dryness,  I  have  given  weak  tea  with  plenty  of  milk ;  if  there  is  a 
fairly  acting  skin,  coSec  has  been  allowed.  If  the  skin  has  been  dry 
and  the  heart  sensiUve,  I  have  found  that  tea  does  not  digest  well, 
and  in  such  cases  cocon-nibs  will  suit  better.  In  the  earlier  stages  of 
the  disease  the  food  has  been  such  as  a  child  a  year  old  might  take. 
As  the  patient  progresses,  his  appetite  returns  and  becomes  at  times 
almost  ravenous ;  notwithstanding  that,  I  have  only  allowed  such  food 
as  could  not  produce  evil  from  its  indigestible  qualities.  Mutton 
broth,  milk,  rice-pudding,  and  ibe  various  farinaceous  dishes  which  a 
good  cook  can  always  alter,  will  be  found  most  certain  to  lead  to  a 
good  recovery,  and  if  the  patient  is  hungry  he  can  eat  these  ;  but  if 
the  appetite  of  the  patient  ia  to  be  consideredr  if  tbe  causes  are  again 
allowed  to  come  into  operation  which  produced  the  gouty  state  in  the 
first  instance,  it  is  scarcely  likely  that  ibture  attacks  will  be  warded 
off.  —  Dr.  Carpenteb,  in  Practitioner. 

A  Novel  Trxatuekt  or  Obstinate  VourriKa  in  Fregkamct.  — 
During  a  long  professional  life  I  bave  had  much  experience  of  this 
troublesome  affection,  and  amongst  medicines  have  found  calumba  and 
oxalate  of  cerium  the  most  beneficial ;  but  these  and  all  other  medi- 
cines often  fail,  and  the  treatment  suggested  by  tbe  following  cases, 
discovered  by  accident  as  it  were,  and  never  as  far  as  I  know 
(although  nothing  is  new  under  the  sun)  employed  before,  promises 
some  chance  of  our  being  able  with  more  certainty  to  overcome  this 
very  threatening  concomitant  of  pregnancy. 

On  June  9, 1874, 1  was  summoned  to  a  lady,  thirty-five  years  of  ag« 
or  thereabouts,  to  consult  with  two  other  practitioners  already  in 
attendance.  She  was  about  six  months  gone  in  pregnancy,  and  was  bo 
reduced  by  almost  incessant  vomiting  that  great  fears  were  entertained 
as  to  her  safety.  I  noticed  there  was  slight  uterine  action  accompa- 
nying the  sickness,  and,  on  examination,  I  found  the  os  uteri  partially 
dilated  so  as  readily  to  admit  the  finger,  I  thought  it  right  under  the 
emergency  to  advise  bringing  on  labor  without  delay ;  tbe  gentlemen 
present,  however,  expressed  no  little  apprehension  as  to  whether  or 
not  she  would  bave  strength  to  nndei^o  tbe  effort  of  parturition  on. 
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iGconut  of  the  Teiy  depressed  and  exhaDsted  state  or  her  syeteni. 
Thej  neTerlheleas  coDcurred  in  the  advisability  of  the  course  I 
reoom mended,  and  aaked  me  to  perform  the  operation.  I  at  oiice 
dilated  the  m  ateri  as  much  as  I  could  with  the  finger,  and  could  feel 
the  membranes  and  the  bead  of  the  child.  I  tried  to  rnpture  the 
membrsDes  with  a  telescopic  female  catheter  (the  only  instrnment  at 
hand),  but  they  were  so  flaccid  and  the  bead  offered  so  tittle  resist- 
ance, the  catheter  shortening  itself  also  on  my  making  pressure,  that 
I  coald  not  succeed ;  aod  thinking  it  wise  to  wait  a  while  before 
resorting  to  any  other  expedient,  we  retired  to  another  room  for  far- 
ther consultation.  In  about  an  hour,  we  saw  the  patient  again,  and 
were  snrprised  to  find  that  a  longer  period  had  elapsed  without  sick- 
ness than  before ;  and  we  again  waited,  in  the  hope  that  sbe  might  be 
able  to  take  a  liltle  nourishment,  and  so  be  better  prepared  to  undergo 
any  further  proceeding.  We  waited  another  hour,  and  another,  but 
there  was  no  return  of  vomiting ;  and  we  spent  the  rest  of  the  night  in 
watching,  during  the  whole  of  which  time  she  was  improving,  and  we 
determined  to  let  well  alone.  I  left  her  early  in  the  morning,  and  had 
a  favorable  account  of  her  a  few  days  afterwards.  There  was  no 
retam  of  sickness ;  she  went  on  to  the  full  period  of  pregnancy,  was 
then  delivered  of  a  healthy  child,  and  made  a  good  recovery. 

This  case  made  a  strong  impression  on  my  mind  ;  and  I  wondered 
whether  the  relief  to  the  vomiting,  so  urgent  and  threatening  to  her 
life,  conld  have  been  effected  by  my  Laving  dilated  the  os  uteri,  and  thus 
removed  any  undue  tension  that  might  be  producing  sympalbeCic  irri* 
tation.  It  was  not  very  long  before  I  was  called  some  distance  in  the 
country  to  consult  about  another  cose  of  vomiting  during  pregnancy 
of  great  urgency,  occurring  about  the  second  month.  The  surgeon  in 
attendance  had  adopted  the  best  acknowledged  medical  treatment, 
and  had  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  artificial  delivery  would  be 
necessary  to  save  her  life.  With  the  full  recollection  of  the  former 
case,  I  examined  the  uterus,  and  found  some  degree  of  anteversion, 
and  the  oa  patent  enough  to  admit  the  end  of  my  finger.  I  forthwith 
dilated  it  as  much  as  I  could,  passing  my  finger  all  round,  removing 
all  puckering  and  making  a  smooth  edge.  She  vomited  only  once 
slightly  after  this  proceeding,  and  we  left  her  with  the  understanding 
that  if  the  sickness  continued  I  should  be  summoned  again  in  a  few 
days  to  bring  on  abortion.  Xbis  summons  never  came ;  but  in  about 
a  fortnight  I  had  a  letter  from  the  husband,  stating  that  his  wife 
b^on  to  get  better  an  hour  or  two  after  I  left,  and  that  the  sickness 
had  entirely  ceased.  —  Dr.  Cofeuan,  in  Briliah  Medical  Journal, 

lODiKB  AS  AV  Aktiseptic.  —  We  havo  more  than  one  substance  — 
one  in  particular  —  that  will  not  tolerate  the  presence  of  putrid 
animal  matter  or  septic  poison  ;  this  drug  is  iodine,  which,  as  soon  as 
it  is  brought  into  contact  with  septic  matter,  is  converted  into  two 
bannless  substances.  Let  any  medical  practitioner  who  has  been  ia 
attendance  on  any  case,  whether  a  parturient  female  or  any  other, 
where  there  happens  to  be  putrid  emanation,  wash  his  bands  in  water 
into  vhiob  be  baa  poured  tincture  of  iodine,  and  I  will  answer  for  it 
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he  has  no  septic  matlci'  under  hia  floger-naiU.  Again,  if  he  fancies 
that  hia  clotbcs,  hair,  and  skin  are  saturated  with  it,  let  him  go  into 
the  water-closet  (I  mention  that  as  the  smallest  room  in  the  honse)* 
place  a  fen  scales  of  iodiae  on  a  plate  and  put  a  spirit-lamp  under  it, 
and  he  will  soon  find  himself  surrounded  by  a  violet  vapor  which  will 
fall  upon  him  in  a  shower  of  minute  scales,  f^m  which  be  baa  only  to 
protect  his  eyes.  If  he  then  carries  with  him  any  of  the  puerperal 
poinon,  my  whole  theory  of  the  disease  must  be  wrong.  One  thing  I 
can  assert,  that  in  my  own  practice  I  have  never  bad  a  case  of  fatal 
pncrpcral  sepliciemia  since  I  bave  used  iodine  as  an  antiseptic,  notr 
more  than  twenty  years  ago.  —  Dk.  Williaus,  fn  the  Lancet. 

Iksomnia.  —  The  combination  of  chloral,  morphia,  and  atropia  in 
certain  relative  proportions,  used  aubcutaneoualy  or  by  the  month,  is 
extremely  well  adapted  to  the  treatmcnC  of  insomnia,  and  is  more 
effective  in  the  relief  of  pain  than  either  agent  alone.  This  combina* 
tion  is  especially  suitable  in  cases  of  insomnia  in  the  subjects  of  fatty 
and  dilated  heart,  and  in  the  irritable  heart  of  the  chronic  smoker. 
One  drachm  of  chloral  is  to  be  added  to  four  of  water,  and  thirty  min- 
ims of  this  contain  seven  and  a  half  grains.  Into  this  solution  Is  10 
be  put  one  grain  of  morphia.  Another  solution  may  be  thns  made : 
Six  drachms  of  chloral,  four  grains  of  sulphate  of  morphia,  and  a 
quarter  of  a  grain  of  atropiee  sulphas  in  two  ounces  of  water.  —  Dr. 
Bartholow,  in  the  Medical  Press  and  Circtdar. 

OriOM  FoisoNiHO.  —  BeUadonna.  —  In  a  case  of  poisoning  by  Ian- 
danum  one  sixth  of  a  grain  of  atropine  was  administered  hypodermi- 
cally  and  repeated  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  After  the  second  dose 
the  pupils,  which  were  a  mere  point,  began  to  relax,  the  pulse,  which 
was  100,  became  slower  and  acquired  more  volume,  and  the  patient 
showed  signs  of  returning  consciousness.  The  injections  of  atropine 
were  continued  at  intervals,  and  the  patient  recovered.  Previous  to 
the  useof  tbe  atropine  it  was  the  opinion  of  those  around  him  that  the 
patient  was  getting  gradually  worse,  and  that  the  case  would  prove 
fatal.  —  Db.  Heaton,  q/  Leeds.   Medical  Times  and  Gaxette. 

WouM D  09  TBK  Paluar  Arcb.  —  When  you  cannot  reach  the  cut 
artery  and  tie  or  twist  it,  it  is  not  enough  to  bind  a  graduated  com- 
press on  the  wound,  and  put  the  hand  and  forearm  in  a  sling ;  nor  will 
you  hare  taken  every  precaution  against  the  recurrence  of  the  bleed- 
ing, when,  in  addition  to  a  well-adjusted  compress,  you  have  method- 
ically bandaged  Ibe  limb  from  the  flnger-tips  upwards,  a  proceeding; 
which  may  seldom  be  safely  omitted ;  but  you  should  also  secure  the 
hand  and  forearm  upon  a  well-padded  splint,  reaching  beyond  the 
fingers  and  above  the  elbow,  and  strictly  forbid  the  slightest  attempt 
on  the  putient's  part  to  actively  move  the  limb.  If  he  wishes  to  shift 
its  place  he  must  lift  it  upon  the  splint  with  his  other  hrtnd.  —  Mb.  J. 
W.  Hdlxe. 

PenEo.viL,  —  Died.    Samuel  Bancrort,  M.D. 

UiQiizsJByGoOgle 
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BURNS   AND    SCALDS 

ABSTRACT    or   A    GLIKIGAL    LECTURE   BT    t.   T.  TALBOT,    U.  D. 

When  called  to  a  recent  burn  there  are  three  points  which 
demand  the  special  consideration  of  the  physician,  viz.  first, 
the  relief  of  pain  ;  second,  the  healing  of  the  wound,  and,  third, 
the  prevention  of  eschar.  If  the  burn  is  of  very  great  extent, 
covering  over  one  half  or  two  thirds  of  the  surface  of  the  body, 
or  if,  with  less  extent,  the  vital  organs  are  involved,  or  if  com- 
plicated with  fractures  or  otiier  severe  injuries,  the  saving  of 
life  itself  becomes  the  first  and  important  question.  Those 
severe  and  terrible  cases,  which  so  often  prove  immediately 
fatal  despite  the  surgeon's  effort,  I  do  not  purpose  to  discuss 
at  this  time;  but  for  the  more  common  and  remediable  cases 
there  seem  to  bo  as  many  methods  of  treatment  recommended 
as  there  arc  patients  to  try  them  upon. 

I  need  not  specify  the  innumerable  varieties  of  unguents, 
emollients,  lotions,  and  stimulants  which  at  various  times  have 
had  local  or  general  reputation  in  the  profession ;  nor  the 
various  methods  recommended  in  our  own  school  for  the  treat- 
ment of  burns.  But  talcing  the  three  points  first  mentioned 
into  consideration  in  any  burn  either  of  larger  or  smaller  sur- 
face, there  is  one  rule  of  primary  importance :  it  is  to  pre- 
serve intact,  as  far  as  possible,  the  greatest  amount  of  cuticle. 
There  is  no  artificial  dressing  that  can  equal  this,  and  all  appli- 
cations which  tend  to  its  disintegration,  however  soothing  they 
may  be  at  first,  will  prove  injurious  in  the  end.     Among  these 
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"'"  "Titb  especial  horror  upon  the  time-lionorcd  "linseed  oil 

10  water,"  which,  though  it  may  give  immediate  relief, 
ins  the  skin  that  before  n  new  cnticle  is  formed  the  old 
frequently  removed,  iouviiig  a  raw  suifacc,  only  to  bo 
>>y  gruuulatiou  and  the  forming  of  frightful  contractiug 
rhich  time  does  little  to  improve. 

II,  by  a  burn  or  scald,  the  cuticle  has  been  removed  or 
le  greatest  pains  should  be  taken  by  the  surgeon  to  pre- 
rery  particle  of  it,  returu  it  in  silu,  and  by  some  means 
there.  How  cau  this  best  bo  dune?  The  common  ani- 
e,  applied  upon  strips  of  cloth,  may  serve  this  purpose; 

application  is  the  common  hatters' glue  or  gum  shellac 
>d  in  alcohol.  This  latter  was  a  fuvurito  nielhud  of  the 
.  Gregg,  who  treated  some  of  the  most  severe  cases  with 
ihle  success.  It  has  also  the  advantage,  impoi'taut  in 
nsea,  of  adding  the  stioiulating  treatment,  which  has 
aes  found  strung  supporters,  and  iu  which  alcohol,  can- 
),  spirits  of  turpentine,  and  even  nitrate  of  silver  have 
2ely  used  with  good  results. 

■all  burns,  or  those  with  unbroken  skin,  there  is  little 
of  tho  efficacy  of  the  direct  stimulating  treatment, 
your  hum  to  tho  firo  "  is  a  household  maxim ;  every 
litb  and  worker  in  heated  metals  takes  ndyuntage  of  it 
in  immediate  relief  by  holding  it  before  the  firo  until  tho 
iscs  ;  and  what  might  otherwise  become  a  troublesome 
thus  prevented.  But  over  large  surfaces,  and  especially 
the  skin  ia  broken,  this  treutmcnt  becomes  too  painful 

patient  to  endure,  and  be  piteously  begs  for  anything 

11  give  him  relief. 

B  is  another  important  consideration,  especially  where 
I  is  broken:  it  is  tho  oxcUision  uf  air  from  tho  abraded 
.     If  this  can  be  done,  not   unfrequcutly  a    now   and 

cnticln  may  form  without  nlceralion,  and  iu  the  course 

or  five  days  become  sufficiently  firm  to  bear  exposure 
lir.     The  undue  inflammation  which  often  follows  burns 

relieved  in  various  ways :  by  cooling  lotions,  cold  nppli- 
,   immersing  the   part,   if   it  be  an  extremity,   in  cool 

the  application  of  urfic^i  urens  lotion,  hamamelis   ex- 
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ti-flct,  or  even  the  Hitriiikliiig;  of  dry  flour,  which  fr<im  its  intiny 
points  conveys  caloric  from  the  wounded  purt,  and  thus  reduces 
the  iiifltimmation.  All  these,  And  many  others,  have  been 
means  nsed  for  this  purpose  ;  bnt  of  ull  applications  to  recent 
bnrns,  I  have  never  found  any  so  satisfactory  and  so  com- 
pletely covering  all  the  requirements  in  treatment  as  that  rec- 
ommended by  Dr.  Jackson  in  a  paper  on  "Medical  Ex- 
pi-dients,"  read  before  the  Mustiuchnsetts  Homceopnthic  Med- 
ical Society  some  years  ago.  It  consists  in  u  dressing  to 
the  wound  composed  of  eqnal  parts  of  olive  oil  and  the  whites 
of  eggs  thoroughly  beaten  and  mixed  together.  After  the  skin 
has  been  properly  adjusted  it  may  be  applied  freely,  and  is 
very  soothing  to  the  sensitive  pait.  While  it  excludes  the  air, 
the  oil  prevents  the  all)nmeu  from  drying  and  becoming  too 
hard.  Strips  of  paper,  thin  muslin,  or  cloth  may  he  laid  across 
the  entire  surface  of  the  burn,  and  the  mixture  freely  applied. 
After  a  time,  if  the  edges  start,  the  mixture  can  again  be 
applied  occasionally ;  and  usually  in  from  three  to  five  days, 
under  this  application,  the  now  cuticle  forma  entirely  free  from 
scar. 

The  amount  of  serous  effusion  connected  with  burns  is  some- 
times very  great,  and  needs  to  be  carefully  treated.  Instead  of 
opening  the  skin  fieely,  to  allow  the  serum  to  exude  and  the 
air  to  reach  the  blistered  surface,  incisions  should  be  made 
through  the  live  skin,  when  practicable,  with  a  needle  or  nar- 
row lancer,  and  when  the  serum  has  been  carefully  pressed  out 
the  opening  should  be  covered  with  the  dressing.  The  adhe- 
sive character  of  this  exudation  is  quite  remarkable,  and  if,  as 
is  often  the  case,  the  burn  has  been  covered  with  cotton, 
wherever  the  serum  exudes  and  dries,  the  cotton  will  become 
80  adherent  that  it  can  scarcely  be  removed  without  de8tr<)ying 
the  skin,  and  in  this  case  it  must  iuvariably  be  left  until  des- 
quamation takes  place.  The  fever  and  subjective  symptoms 
which  accompany  burns  are  amenable  to  the  proper  remedies. 
Aconite,  Arnica,  and  Belladonna  proving  very  valuable  to  the 
surgeon.  The  fright  which  often  iiccompiinies  burns,  espe- 
cially with  children,  is  usually  promptly  relieved  by  Iguatia, 
while  Chamomilla  is  very  efficacious  iu  restoring  the  impaired 
digestion. 
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JARORANDI. 

BT    W.    L.    WATKIN3.    H.D. 

This  drug  is  a  Bnizilian  plnnt,  and  only  recently  introduced 
to  the  medical  profession  as  a  ttienipeutic  Hgent.  It  is  bciii^ 
used  at  present  by  physicians  in  the  old  school,  and  seems  des- 
tined to  become  an  important  remedy  in  their  practice. 

It  is  described  in  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal 
(Vol.  XCII,  No.  12)  as  a  powerful  dinphorctic  and  sialagogue. 
Its  action  in  producing  the  sweating  is  described  by  Atber 
Robin. 

He  says  that  the  sweating  is  not  produced  immediately,  as 
some  authors  say,  but  is  preceded  by  redness  and  heat  of  the 
face,  beating  of  the  temporal  arteries,  and  swelling  of  the 
gliinds.  The  sweating  may  api)ear  in  from  five  minutes  to  two 
hours  and  a  half,  alter  ingestion  of  the  drug,  but  generally  it 
sets  in  in  twenty  or  thirty  minutes.  The  maximum  is  reached  in 
from  forty  minutes  to  an  hour  and  a  half,  generally  in  forty 
minutes. 

The  duration  of  the  sweating  is  very  variable,  but  usually 
averages  from  two  hours  to  two  hours  and  a  half.  The  saliva- 
tion commences  before  the  perspiration,  and  usually  ends 
before.  During  perspiration  the  moulh  is  very  warm  and  the 
submaxillary  glands  very  tense.  The  amount  of  salivation 
is  usually  in  direct  proportion  to  the  amount  of  perspiration. 
The  Montfily  Abstract  of  Medical  Sciences,  Vol.  II.  No.  9,  gives 
an  account  of  it  by  Dr.  Ambrosuli  (from  the  Gazella  Med, 
Lombardia) ,  who  says  that  it  is  a  plant  of  a  bright  green  color, 
of  a  warm  aromatic  tuste,  and  of  a  sharp,  not  unpleasant  odor, 
resembling  that  of  leaves  of  the  laurel.  It  belongs  to  the 
family  of  liuCacecs,  and  according  to  James  was  used  in  the  last 
century  in  the  treatment  of  various  diseases,  the  nature  of 
which,  however,  is  uut  indicated.  Prof.  Garovaglio,  the  cele- 
brated botanist,  says  thiit  the  name  "Jabornndi"  given  to  this 
plant  is  incorrect,  since  it  is  bestowed  on  a  great  number  of 
varieties,  each  of  which  has  its  special  name.  It  is  therefore 
of  importance  to  establi^ih  the    particular   one,  the  leaves  of 
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wbicb  possess  sudorilic  and  siakgogue  properties.  Id  conse- 
qiieuco  of  the  fact  that  the  variety  of  the  plant  which  really 
possesses  active  properties  lias  not  been  specified,  different 
experimenters  have  failed  to  obtaia  corresponding  results. 

An  infusion  of  five  or  six  grammes  iu  water  drunk  either 
cold  or  tepid,  the  patient  being  in  bed  and  warmly  covered  up, 
produces  in  from  fifteen  to  twenty  minutes,  and  rarely  over 
one  or  two  hours,  a  profuse  sweating  over  the  whole  body, 
whicli  lasts  from  two  to  fourteen  hours,  and  may  be  renewed 
on  successive  days  without  an  additional  dose  having  been 
taken. 

Besides  the  sweating,  there  generally  occurs,  half  an  hour 
after  taking  the  Jaboraudi,  an  abundant,  viscous,  ropy  saliva- 
tion, which  by  the  large  amouut  in  which  it  is  produced  iu  the 
mouth,  impedes  speech. 

On  examination  of  the  saliva  and  sweat  thus  produced,  urea 
but  not  uric  acid  U  found  in  notable  quantities. 

In  some  individuals,  besides  the  abundant  and  prolonged 
perspiration  and  salivation,  a  copious  bronchial  secretion  ia 
produced.  When  the  salivation  and  perspiration  begin  to 
appear  the  puUe  is  increased  by  some  beats,  the  temperature 
rises  by  some  tenths  of  a  degree,  and  the  respiration  is  more 
hurried. 

After  one  or  two  hours  from  the  commencement  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  dose,  the  pulse  and  respiration  diminish  in 
frequency,  and  the  temperature  becomes  lowered  even  four 
degrees. 

The  same  journal.  Vol.  11,  No.  2,  contains  an  account  of  its 
action  given  by  Robin  in  the  BulleUvr  Generate  de  Tkerapm- 
tique.  He  says  that  when  an  infusion  of  one  drachm  of  the 
leaves  is  given  to  an  adult,  it  acts  upon  the  urinary  secretions 
in  the  fullov/ing  way  :  — 

The  quantity  of  urine  diminishes  in  a  very  noticeable  man- 
ner on  the  day  the  remedy  is  administered,  but  on  the  follow- 
ing day  there  is  sometimes  a  slight  angnientation,  sometimes 
the  usual  amount.  The  urea  undergoes  the  same  modifications 
in  quantity ;  it  diminishes  on  the  day  the  drug  is  given, 
iucreaaes  on  the  next  day,  then  falls  to  the  normal  amount,  so 
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3  drug  ciinnot  bo  said  to  increase  conilnibtion  in  the 
sconomy. 

irty-two  experimeDts  he  fuund  the  pulse  and  (empera- 
reflscd  at  the  moment  the  sweut  waa  produced,  aud  dur- 
pcriod  of  Bweutiiig,  it  was  sometimes  noted  that  these 
nents  remained  iit  the  same  point  as  at  the  oiilset  of  the 
lent.  In  some  there  was  a  slight  diminution,  hut  ntler 
iting,  there  wus  a  marked  Ljwering  of  the  temperature, 
^mained  for  two  days  after  the  experiment, 
^mographic  tracings  taken  at  different  stages  of  the 
trntion  of  this  drug  showed  almost  complete  nsystolia, 
'ery  noticeable  diminution  of  vascular  tension  during  the 
g  stage.  Kobin  therefore  thinks  that  it  has  a  quite 
action  on  the  vaso-motor  nerves,  which  are  paralyzed 
ence  the  cardiac  asystolia  aud  the  abundant  secretion  of 
nd  sweat.  He  also  says  that  given  in  small  doses  it  is 
ful  diuretic. 

II,  No.  3,  gives  some  results  of  experiments  of  Dr. 
Ringer  and  Mr.  A.  Gould,  published  by  them  iu  the 
oner  (December,  1874).     They   say  that  it  does    not 

I  perspiration  in  every  case,  for  in  experiments  upon 
lallhy  lads,  ages  between  eight  and  twelve  years,  to 
at  the  same  time  of  day  and  in  the  same  ward,    was 

II  infusion  of  this  drug,  the  skin  nf  one  remained  per- 
ry, while  the  others  were  covered  by  profuse  perspira- 
fhe  experiment  was  repeated  upon  the  one  whose  skin 
d  dry,  and  even  then  there  was  no  sweating. 

I  three  of  the  other  lads  it  caused  voniiling  with  scarcely 
iisea.  It  causeJ  drowsiness,  which  supervened  soon 
3  flush  disappeared  from  the  face,  when  the  face  became 
le,  and  a  little  prostration  set  in. 

lame  volume,  No.  5,  contains  an  account  of  its  action  on 
jstive  system,  published  by  Robin,  in  the  Gazette  Med- 
tarch  20, 1875.  He  says  that  when  the  subjects  exper- 
:  upon  are  in  good  health,  its  action  ou  the  alimentary 
very  slight. 

•cts  which  are  in  good  health  when  taking  this  drug 
livation,  profuse  perspiration,  an  incrca;?e  of  the  nasal. 
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Iachr}-mii1,  and,  bronchial  secrotioiis,  which  is  the  sole  nctioD 
lielongiiig  to  it.  But  many  circumstances  may  induce  a  duvia- 
tion  ui  the  action  of  thU  agent  from  its  habitual  type,  which 
may  be  manifested  upon  the  alimentary  canal.  When  the 
byper-secretious  are  absent,  tbere  is  generally  diurrhcea  and 
vomiting. 

7'AiVsf.  — As  B general  rule,  afterswnllowingacupofthetepid 
infusion,  n  sense  of  warmth  is  felt  in  the  stomach,  then  thirst 
supervenes  and  continnes  even  after  the  sweating  has  termi- 
nated. 

Appeltle.  —This  is  rarely  diminished,  but  often  increased. 
One  patient,  who  in  thirty  days  toolc  Jaborandi  fourteen  times, 
became  more  hungry  after  each  administration. 

Vomiting.  — Has  been  met  with  in  forty  per  cent  of  all  of 
those  who  have  taken  it.  This,  he  says,  might  lead  to  the 
belief  that  vomiting  was  one  of  its  norTnai  effects.  It  is  not 
BO,  and  when  the  causes  of  such  vomiting  are  known,  it  can 
generally  bo  avoided.  It  may  be  caused  by  too  large  a  doae, 
or  the  leaves  may  be  too  fresh. 

Diarrkcea.  —  It  generally  accompanies  vomiting,  when  there 
is  no  salivation  and  sweating,  and  is  generally  preceded  by  & 
severe  colic.     It  ceaaes  after  some  hours. 

Dr.  Laycock,  of  Edinburgh  {Lancet,  August,  1875),  says 
that  he  has  used  it  with  success  in  diabetes  insipidus. 

Vol.  II,  No.  6,  speaks  of  its  being  used  by  Czemicki 
{Gazette  Hehdomadaire)  very  successfully  in  a  case  of 
mumps  "with  metastatic  orchitis.  The  patient  was  a  brigadier, 
a  vigorous  and  healthy  man,  who  had  mumps,  and  the  swelling 
went  to  the  testicles,  which  became  Very  much  swollen  and 
gave  him  a  great  deal  of  pain.  On  the  third  day  of  the  appear- 
ance of  tho  swelling  in  tlie  testicles,  an  infusion  of  Jaborandi 
was  given,  and  in  two  days  the  swelling  had  entirely  dis- 
appcai-cd  as  well  as  the  mumps ;  and  on  the  third  day  he  was 
discharged.  In  this  case,  Czemicki  says  that  the  testicle  had 
swollen  to  twice  its  natural  size. 

Dr.  Chase,  of  Cambridge,  Mass.,  has  used  it  with  very  satis- 
factory results  in  three  cases  of  profuse  night  sweats. 

The  first  case,  that  of  a  lady,  Mrs.  L.,  who  had  been  sick 
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two  weeks  with  typhoid  fever.  During  convalescence  had 
copious  night  sweats.  Alter  continuing  five  nights,  Jaborandi 
was   administered.     2d.  dec.  every  two  hours ;  the   folluwing 

i  sweating  was  greatly  diminished,  aad  by  the  third 

I  entirely  disappeared, 
case.  —  Mr.  H.,  colliquative   sweating   of  phthisis, 

use,  causing  great  prostration.     Was  wholly  relieved 

dones  of  the  same  dilution. 

rd  was  a  young  lady  who  had  had  scarlatina,  and  dur- 

lescence  had  profuse  night  sweats.     Cured  by  same 


PROVTNO   UPON  MYSELF. 

I  on  the  first  of  December  to  prove  this  drug,  with  the 
result :  — 

In  the  morning  took  about  five  drops  of  the  fifth 

As  no  symptoms  were  observed  during  the  day  I 
he  dose  at  night  before  going  to  bed. 

Having  slept  as  well  as  usual  the  night  before,  I 
,he  dose.  In  the  evening,  having  obtained  no  eflects 
of  the  doses,  I  took  two  doses,  one  before  going  to 
id  another  before  going  to  bed. 

:  no  symptoms  from  the  fifth  I  began  on  Dec.  3  to 
'oncth  dilution,  which  I  took  as  before  with  no  better 
three  days. 

Began  to  take  the  third  dilutiDU.  The  first  dny  did 
)  any  symptoms.  The  following  day,  an  hour  afler 
doso  in  the  morning,  felt  a  slight  uneasiness  in  the 
eh  during  the  forenoon  increased  to  a  pain  in  tlie 
len  extending  to  the  forehead.  This  disappeared  late 
;rnoon.     Did  not  repeat  the  dose  in  the  evening. 

Took  five  drops  before  gohig  to  breakfast.  In  aa 
wards  began  to  feel  an  aching  pain  in  the  lower  part 
iput,  which  increased  in  severity  for  two  hours,  when 
I J  passed  otf.  During  the  forenoon  my  throat  felt 
iiflamed.     Everything  swjillowed  caused  a   scraping 

*  The  dilutions  were  all  on  the  decimal  acole. 
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eensation.  In  the  afternoon  the  inflammation  increased  ;  the 
tonsils  were  slightly  swollen  and  the  juwa  a  little  stiff.  This 
soreness  lasted  for  two  days. 

Dec.  11.  Took  a  dose  (9th  v.)  of  the  same  dilution.  Did  not 
notice  any  symptoms  during  the  day;  repeated  the  dose  in  the 
evening.  During  the  eveuing  felt  restless  and  anxious,  dull  pain 
on  the  left  side  of  the  bead  in  the  occiput;  could  not  get  asleep  for 
two  hours  after  going  to  hed,  on  account  of  auxiousness  and 
oppressed  feeling  in  tha  chest.  After  going  to  sleep  dreamed 
of  accidents  and  fights,  which  woke  mo  up  twice  during  the 
night.  The  next  morning  (Dec.  12)  had  quite  a  sore  throat, 
smarting  pain;  headache,  dull  pain,  mostly  on  the  left  side; 
breathing  hurried.  The  sore  throat  and  headache  lasted  all  the  ^ 
day  and  evening  until  I  went  to  bed.  The  next  morning  the 
headache  had  gone,  but  my  throat  felt  so  sore  that  for  a  time  I 
seriously  feared  an  attack  of  diphtheria.  It  gradually  wore  off, 
however,  during  the  day,  and  the  next  day  I  was  quite  well. 

Dec.  15.  Took  another  dose  (five  drops)  of  the  sajne  dilu- 
tion half  an  honr  before  going  to  breakfast.  When  I  took  the 
drug  I  felt  quite  hungry,  but  soon  after  ttiking  it  the  hunger 
left  me,  and  on  sitting  down  to  breakfast  I  could  not  eat. 
About  two  hours  afterwards  became  very  hungry.  Headache 
came  on  towards  dinner-time  (noon),  but  did  not  affect  my 
appetite.  Pain  in  the  lower  part  of  occiput ;  did  not  sleep  well 
that  night,  from  restlessness,  and  on  account  of  sensation  of 
firm  pressure  oD  the  chest,  with  hurried  breathing;  exhausted 
feeling  next  day, 

Dec.  16.  Headache  h.id  disappeared  in  the  morning,  but 
came  on  again  during  the  day  and  lasted  until  I  went  to  bed. 

Dec.  19.  Began  to  take  the  second  dilution-  Two  hours 
after  taking  the  first  dose  (ten  drops)  had  a  heavy,  dull  pain  in 
the  lower  part  of  the  occiput,  worse  on  the  left  side.  Prostra- 
tion of  strength,  even  a  short  walk,  causing  wearineM,  hurried 
hreatking,  and  palpitation  of  (he  heart.  These  symptoms  lasted 
for  four  days,  the  headache  going  off  first. 

Dec,  24.  Same  dilution,  one  dose  of  ten  drops.  The  head- 
ache returned  about  noon.  Dull,  aching  pain  same  as  before, 
hurried  breathing,  pressure  on  the  chest,  and  great  anxiety  with 
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palpitation  of  the  heart,  with  pniu  in  region  of  heart.  These 
symptoms  lasted  five  (lays,  becDOiing  less  severe  each  day. 

Jan.  5.  Took  a  dose  of  the  first  dilution,  and  repeated  it  at 
night  without  any  effect. 

Jan.  6.  Took  another  dose  of  the  first.  About  two  hours 
afterwards  felt  a  dull  pain  in  lower  port  of  occiput,  extending 
over  the  left  side  of  the  head  to  the  forehead.  Greiit  weakness, 
palpitationof  the  heart,  pains  in  the  chest  of  astitching  character, 
These  symptoms  lasted  all  day.  The  weakness  lasted  for  three 
days,  after  which  I  took  another  dose  of  the  first  dilution  with 
the  saoio  result. 

Jan.  13.  Took  a  dose  of  the  tincture,  tea  drops.  This 
caused  a  headache  and  a  suffocative  feeling. 

E«peatcd  the  dose  the  next  morning. 

About  noon,  suddenly  came  ou  ahe,idache,  throbbing  pains  in 
forehead  and  top  of  the  head ;  next  cnmu  pains  in  chest  and 
around  the  heart ;  pain  in  the  forehead  became  less  but  increased 
in  severity  in  the  chest  and  about  the  heart;  sense  of  heavy 
pressure  on  the  chest,  hurried  breathing,  and  great  prostration. 
The  symptoms  became  so  bad  that  I  was  obliged  to  goto  bed. 
For  half  an  hour  after  going  to  bed  I  could  only  breathe  wilh 
great  difficulty ;  the  pains  about  the  heart  were  very  severe, 
accompanied  with  severe  palpitation.  This  condition  lasted 
two  hours  in  its  severest  form,  then  gradually  abated,  so  that  I 
was  able  to  get  up  in  the  evening  and  study. 

It  lias  been  over  two  weeks  since  I  stopped  taking  this  drug, 
but  I  have  the  headache  almost  every  tiay,  just  about  nooD. 
The  exhaustion  has  nearly  disappeared.  Before  taking  the 
drug,  I  perspired  very  easily,  but  I  did  not  sweat  at  all  while 
proving.  My  appetite  was  considerably  increased  and  remains 
better  now  than  it  was  before.  Since  I  have  ceased  taking  the 
drug,  I  have  perspired  even  more  freely  than  before  I  beg.in 
the  proving.  Can  assign  no  cause  for  this  unless  it  is  the 
notion  of  the  Jaboraudi. 

In  conclusioji,  I  should  stale  that  ray  age  is  twenty-three; 
that  during  the  proving  I  took  no  other  medicinal  substances 
or  stimulants,  except  the  moderate  quantities  of  tea  and  coffee 
to  which  I  ara  accustomed,  and  that   1  l>egan  to  take  the  drug 
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while  in  Tigorous  health,  the  bowels  being  regular  and  nrine 
normal.  These  two  functions  were  not  noliceahly  affected  dur- 
ing the  provin<^,  although  from  time  to  time  the  mine  wna 
darker  than  is  usual  with  me,  but  showed  no  other  change  in 
qiiantitj  or  appearance  sufficiently  marked  to  suggest  an  anal- 
ysis, Afl  a  rule,  drugs  do  not  nffect  me  easily.  I  hare  made 
three  provings  before,  and  in  each  case  hud  to  take  the  drugs  in 
appreciable  (loses  and  for  two  weeks  before  getting  any  symp- 
toms. 


THE  EFFECTS  OF  STRYCHNINE. 

LECTURE  BT  DR.  T.  A.  FALCK  OF  U«BBURO. 
iFroia  Vulkmantt'B  Saml.  Klin.  Fortr.] 
Gentlemen,  —  Strychnine  was  obtained  in  the  year  1818,  by 
Pelletier  and  Caventon,  first,  from  Ignntia  l>eans,  the  seeds  of 
the  fruit  ofstrychnine  Ignatia,  and  from  Nax  Vomica,  afterwards 
from  (JiffercDt  drugs  of  other  Epecies  of  the  Loganiacere.  In  a 
pure  state  it  forms  smalt,  white,  inodorous,  four-sided,  pris- 
matic crystals,  having  an  intensely  bitter  tiisle  ;  these  are  solu- 
ble in  some  degree  iu  water,  more  so  in  alcohol,  and  still  more 
in  chloroform  and  benzine,  but  arc  perfectly  insoluble  in  ether. 
The  solution  has  an  alkaline  reaction  and  has  the  power  of 
neutralizing  completely  the  strongest  acide,  sinco  strychnine 
forms  with  them  well-characterized  suits.  The  best  known  and 
most  common  of  these  salts  is  the  nitrate  of  strychnine,  which 
is  obtained  in  small,  white  crystals,  which  have  an  intensely 
bitter  taste ;  these  are  soluble  in  fifty  ports  of  cold  water  and 
in  Bixty  parts  of  cold  alcohol. 

To  say  more  on  the  chemical  relations  of  strychine  and  it» 
compounds  would  lead  me  too  far.  1  shall  refer  later,  in  other 
places,  to  certain  important  reactions. 

In  order  to  ntudy  the  physiological  efiects  of  Rtrychnine  and 
its  salts,  one  must  take  care  that  they  are  applied  where  thoy 
can  be  absorbed  asquicklyand  as  perfectly  as  possible.  There 
was  never  any  doubt  that  poisons  introduced  directly  inti)  the 
circulation,  i,  e.  into  the  veins  or  arteries,  produced  the  best 
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and  most  reliable  results;  hence  we  were  inclined  to  consiiler 
the  absorption,  especiiilly  of  narcotic  poisons,  as  being  entirely 
dependent  upon  the  presence  of  blood-vessels.  This  view, 
which  emanatad  especially  from  Henle  and  his  pupils,  was  first 
opposed  by  Bischciff,  who  proved  experimentiilly  that  strych- 
nine is  absorbed  and  has  nn  effect  upon  the  whole  orgnmsm, 
even  when  applied  to  an  extremity  from  which  the  circulation 
had  been  cut  off  by  cnreful  ligation  of  the  vessels.  Thia  con- 
troversy led  to  many  arguments  until  the  matter  was  decided 
by  Ludwig  in  favor  of  Bischoff,  since  it  was  proved  that  the 
lymph-vessels  assisted  in  the  absorption  of  narcotics. 

In  the  secoud  place,  ns  regards  rapidity  of  absorption,  may 
be  mentioned  the  stibcutnneous  cellular  tissue,  the  rectum,  the 
conjunctiva;  in  the  third,  the  stomach. 

One  place,  which  until  now  has  been  considered  as  capable 
of  absorbing  strychnine,  is  the  urinury  bladder.  In  this  direc- 
tion I  made  some  experiments  on  female  dogs,  in  whom  I  had 
previously  made  aHilicial  perineal  fistulfe.  I  fastened  these 
animals  upon  the  operating  table,  emptied  their  bladders  by 
means  of  a  catheter,  injected  through  this  an  aqueous  solution 
of  the  nitrate  of  strychnine,  sewed  up  the  urethral  opening,  and 
watched  them  carefully  for  a  considerable  time  (about  two 
hours).  No  symptoms  appeared  from  which  I  might  iufcr  lliat 
the  strychnine  had  been  .ibsorbed. 

As  to  the  quantity  injected,  it  may  ho  mentioned  that  with 
the  siirae  amount  I  could  have  fatally  poisoned  three  or  four 
such  dogs  in  a  few  moments  if  it  hud  been  introduced  into  the 
cellular  tissue.  That  the  strychnine  was  not  destroyed  by  the 
ingredients  of  the  urine  was  proved  in  two  ways  ;  first,  because 
I  was  able  to  kill  frogs  with  parts  of  the  liquid  dratfn  from  the 
bladder  at  tho  termination  of  the  experiment;  and  second, 
because  the  presence  of  strychnine  in  the  liquid  was  proved 
chemically. 

Murders  by  means  of  poison  have  given  us  many  very  inter- 
esting examples  of  the  effects  of  strychnine. 

Another  sort  of  intentional  poisoning  which  was  never  brought 
to  trial  in  courts  of  justice,  but  on  the  contrary  was  done  for 
the  sake  of  justice,  was  the  execution  of  criminals  in  Java,  who 
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were  stabbed  with  doggers  impregnated  with  poisons  containing 
strychnioe.  They  died  with  all  the  aymptoma  of  strychnine 
poisoning. 

Suicide  has  furnished  a  great  many  cases  of  poisoning  with 
strychnine.  The  majority  of  these  have  happened  in  England 
and  America.  The  cause  is  imdoubtedly  to  be  attributed  to 
those  poisonous  mixtures  which  are  used  in  these  countries  to 
kill  rats  and  other  troublesome  animals,  and  which  hence  ma; 
be  so  easily  obtained  by  the  people.  Other  suicides  took  strych- 
oine  or  its  salts,  dux  vomica  and  its  various  preparations. 
Some  of  the  cases  belonging  in  this  category  are  worthy  of  note, 
from  the  fact  that  the  suicides,  in  order  to  be  perfectly  sure, 
took  other  poisons  at  the  same  time,  and  often  made  so  poor  a 
selection  that  they  did  not  accomplish  their  purpose.  In  this 
connection,  the  following'ciise  related  by  Tscbepke  is  interests 
ing:  An  apothecary's  apprentice  took  about  ten  grains  of 
strychnine  nitrate  in  an  ounce  of  bitter  almond  water.  Half  an 
hour  after,  as  be  observed  no  symptoms,  he  took  ten  grains  of 
acetate  of  morphia,  likewise  in  bitter  almond  water,  and  lay 
down  on  the  bed;  ten  minutes  after,  in  order  to  hasten  his 
death,  he  poured  chloroform  on  his  pillow  and  lay  down  ngain. 
Some  time  after  he  had  slight  convulsions  and  recovered. 

Unfortunately,  the  so-called  medicinal  poisoning  has  fur- 
nished US  with  a  very  large  share  of  observations.  This 
has  happened  sometimes  through  fault  on  the  physician's 
part,  who  either  overlooked  the  cumulative  effect  following 
the  continued  use  of  strychnine,  or  ordered  too  large  doses, 
or  else  m-ide  mistakes  in  the  prescription.  Of  this  last 
there  are  two  interesting  cases.  In  one,  the  physician  ordered 
nitrate  of  strychnine  in  solution,  but  ordered  too  little  of  the 
solvent;  consequently  a  crystallized  salt  of  strychnine  sank  to 
the  bottom  of  the  glass,  which  later,  taken  at  one  time,  caused 
the  death  of  the  patient.  A  similar  case  happened,  in  which 
the  physician  prescribed  nitrate  of  strychnine  with  iodide  of 
inm  in  solution  ;  the  iodine  united  with  the  strychnine,  forming 
iodide  of  strychnine,  which,  not  being  readily  soluble,  collected 
at  the  Imttom  of  the  glass,  and  ultimately  caused  death. 

From  fault  of  the  patients,  also,  many  deaths  have  resulted. 
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since  they  often  take  larger  doses  than  are  prescribed.  But 
the  majority  of  cases  are  the  fault  of  tiio  npotliecuries,  who 
sometimes  (]it=pense  larger  doses  than  are  ordereiJ,  or  else  dis- 
pmiso  Btiychnino  of  remedies  coiititiiiiDg  strychnine  instead  of 
harmless  ur  less  intense  remedies.  Thei'e  are  cases  where 
strychnine  has  been  dispensed  instead  of  morphine,  quinine, 
jiilapine,  salicine,  suiitonine,  or  zincum  valerlanicum ;  pills  of 
tttrychniue  inslcud  of  aloes  ;  ext.  nuc.  vom.  instead  of  ext.  uuc. 
jngland  :  powdered  Nux  vomica  instend  of  Semen  cinte. 

The  ciiso  of  poisoning  described  by  Prof.  MunnkopS'  is 
unique:  a  Berlin  physician  received  some  Japanese  arrow- 
poison  (Upas  Tieute),  the  effect  of  which  lie  wished  to  ascer- 
tain. Instead  of  first  experimenting  on  animals,  he  took  him- 
self three  grains  of  this  entirely  unknown  substance,  and  may 
consider  himself  fortunate  to  have  escaped  with  his  life,  for  it 
contained,  as  proved  by  chemical  analysis,  sixty  per  cent  of 
strychnine. 

What,  then,  are  the  characteristics  of  strychnine  poisoning? 
The  most  common  symptoms  are  somewhat  as  follows :  tbe 
sulijects  begin  to  breathe  more  quickly,  they  become  restless, 
start  at  the  least  noise  or  touch ;  the  fear  becomes  more  intense  ; 
involuntiry  startings,  convulsions  in  tbe  extremities  which  bad 
previously  become  stiff,  at  last  an  attack  of  tetanus  sets  in, 
which  usually  takes  the  form  of  opistliotonos.  The  patients 
lie  upon  the  boels  and  the  back  of  the  bead,  while  the  rest  of 
the  body  is  l>ent  like  a  switch ;  the  respiration  is  completely 
suppressed,  the  pupils  dilated  ;  trismus  is  usually  present.  The 
attack  soon  ceases,  ami  the  breathing  becomes  again  very  quick. 
Several  attacks  may  follow,  one  after  tbe  other,  but  the  first 
may  prove  fatal.  After  poisonous  duses,  death  ensues  either 
during  u  convulsiou  from  asphyxia,  or  immediately  after  ouo, 
from  cxhaustiun. 

There  are  cases,  however,  which  run  an  abnormal  course.  lo 
these,  there  may  be  no  decided  tetanus,  but  general  courul- 
sious,  which  soon  give  place  to  collapse. 

It  would  be  of  great  advantage  in  rendering  assistance  if  it 
could  be  definitely  settled  how  soon  the  first  convulsion  ap- 
peared and  bow  soon  death  eusued.  Statemeuts  ou  these  points 
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vary  exceedingly.  The  shortest  tirao  before  convulsions  set  in 
was  five  minuteti,  before  death  ensued,  ten  minutes;  tho  long- 
est time  w.-is  two  and  a  half  and  six  boura,  respectiTely.  In 
cnses  which  do  not  terminate  fatally,  the  convulsions  may  List 
twelve  boura. 

Ou  nuimals,  the  general  effects  of  strychnine  have  often  been 
Htiidied,  and  it  has  been  ascertained  that  the  group  of  eyint)- 
toins  wbich  appears  in  the  experiments  on  the  mammalia,  the 
batracliia,  and  ou  birds  agrees  completely  witti  that  observed 
on  man.  According  to  my  experiments,  snakes  and  fish  (white 
liah)  form  exceptions.  In  them  tbere  are  no  tctonic  convul- 
aioDS,  but  the  following  symptoms  show  themselves  :  disturb- 
ances of  respiration,  shaking  and  trembling  of  the  muscles, 
adynamia,  coma,  deutb. 

But  men  have  not  been  contented  to  determine  merely  the 
phenomenology  of  strychniao  poisoning,  but  have  endeavored 
to  learn  the  effect  of  strychnine  upon  single  parts  of  the 
organism. 

Matkiewicz  proved  by  experiments  on  frogs  (carried  on 
according  to  Turck's  plan)  that  strychnine  does  not  paralyze 
the  reflex  inhibitory  centre  of  Setschenovv. 

Mayer  found  lately  in  experiments  on  dogs  that  the  arterial 
presiiure  was  increased  through  violent  tetanic  excitement  of 
the  vaso-motor  centre  and  limiled  tonic  spasm  of  tho  arteries. 
Of  the  latter  fact  he  convinced  himself  by  observing  that  the 
intestines,  which'  were  previonsly  of  a  reddish  color,  became 
pale  during  the  attack  of  tetanus. 

The  nerves  of  special  sense  are  also  influenced  by  strychnine. 
Friihltcb  found  that  small  doses  of  strychutne,  whether  injected 
Bubcntaneously  or  applied  locally,  render  the  sense  of  smell 
clearer;  Hippel  and  Cohn,  that  the  acuteiiess  of  viiiion  of  a 
normal  eye  was  increased  by  strychnine,  and  the  field  of  vision 
for  blue  and  red  enlarged.  I  f»uud  iu  nearly  all  my  experi- 
ments on  dogs  that  they  at  first  ran  around  the  room,  andfiimlly 
lay  down  in  the  darkest  corner.  They  were  undoubtedly  suf- 
fering from  hypcrieslhcsia  of  the  retina.  Lichtcnfels  found  in 
his  experiments  ou  the  sense  of  touch  that  the  tactile  corpuscles 
were  only  slightly  enlarged  by  the  injection  of  strychnine. 
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The  change  in  the  pupil  wns  often  an  object  of  experiment. 
Strychnine  generally  produces  complete  dilatation  during  the 
coiiTulsioii,  but  during  the  intervals  the  pupils  are  generally 
iiormiil. 

~~  )on  the  movements  of  the  heart  the  drirg  haa  but  little 
ince,  as  has  been  proved  by  the  exporimcnta  on  frogs.  The 
beats  on  for  hours  while  the  sensibility  to  stimulation, 
anical  as  well  as  chemical,  is  lost. 

to  the  blood,  according  to  Hurley,  its  capability  of  absorb- 
xygen  ia  very  much  injured. 

e  infiuence  of  strychnine  on  the  temperature  of  the  body 
frequently  beeu  the  subject  of  experiment.  DumSril, 
trquny,  and  Lecointe  have  experimented  on  dogs  with  snl- 
I  of  strychnine,  but  their  results  shotved  that  the  tempera- 
ivus  only  slightly  raised.  Weyaich  likewise  experimented 
iga,  but  put  them  under  the  influence  of  chloroform  so  that 
esutts  prove  but  little.  In  the  year  1869  my  father 
imeuted  on  rabbits  and  found  that  the  temperature  rose, 
•the  in6uence  of  strychnine,  to  2°,  4  C. 
chefontiiine  found  lately  that  strychnine  has  a  powerful 
nee  on  the  aplcen  in  dogs.  Under  its  effects  the  diameter 
3  spleen  was  decidedly  lessened.  If  the  great  splanchnic 
s  had  been  previously  cue,  no  change  was  observed,  but 
tme  effect  was  produced  when  the  splenic  nerves  were 
Dized. 

('sicians  assert  that  in  paralytics  who  are  being  treated 
strychnine  the  urine  is  greatly  increased  in  quantity, 
the  fcetus  in  utero  strychnine  seems  to  have  no  influence, 
loned  a  pregnant  cat  with  strychnine,  and  examined  her 
iliately  after  death,  and  found  that  the  heai-ta  of  the 
foa  continued  to  beat  for  a  considerable  time. 
[7b  be  continued.'] 


«s  ov  Progrrsb.  —  It  is  a  fatt  worthy  of  mention  that  the 
of  Directors  of  the  New  York  Hospital  liave  directud  a  list  of 
:st  books  in  boicceopathic  litcrtitiire  to  be  prtp^rcd,  and  also 
ley  propose  to  purcliiiae  in  accordance  tlioiewith,  the  same  to  bo 
in  the  hospital  library.  —  Homon,palkic  Times. 
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ARSENICUM  ALBUM. 

BT    DE.  A.  CHARO£. 

[CorUinatd.'] 

Cdrative  Effects. 

Ephemeral  Fever,  —  Great  laseitude  with  prostration  and 
marked  weakness  in  the  train  of  violent  pain. 

Typhoid  Fever.  — Collapse,  eyes  half  open,  the  balls  turned 
up ;  insensibility  to  light,  tongue  black,  lips  sooty  ;  suilamina, 
petechiie ;  burning  pains  in  the  stomach  and  intestines,  colli- 
quative diarrhoea,  evacuations  frequent  and  fetid,  bloody,  invol- 
untary. Heat  burning  with  ardent  thirst,  which  nevertbeles: 
does  not  permit  one  to  drink  much  at  a  time. 

Typhus.  —  Sleepiness  continuous,  eyes  fixed  and  withou' 
expression,  profound  alteration  of  the  features,  the  foreheat 
covered  with  cold  sweat,  the  teeth  and  lips  covered  with  a  coa' 
thick  and  sooty  ;  tongue  dry,  black,  and  crocked.  Prosti-ation 
the  phenomena  of  decomposition  of  the  bluod,  petechite,  pye- 
mic spots  ;  pulse  very  rapid  and  irregular ;  hemorrhages  froD 
varions  organs;  stools  involuntary  and  bloody;  aggravation  o: 
all  symptoms  towards  night, 

Purpura  hemorrhagica.  —  The  frequency  of  petechial  ef 
fusions  in  arseuical  puiaoniug  is  an  indication  of  the  homcea 
pathicity  of  arsenic  in  this  grave  affection. 

Cholera,  —  Spasmodic  and  epidemic.  The  hollow  eyes,  the 
pointed  nose,  the  pallor  and  coldness  of  the  face,  the  cold 
tongue,  the  violent  burning  in  the  stomach  and  iutetitincs, 
worse  after  vomiting  the  suppressed  urine,  great  oppression  with 
ounstriction  of  chest,  the  wrinkled,  cold,  bluish,  and  dummy 
skin,  the  clonic  and  tonic  crumpa  in  various  parts  of  the  body, 
are  distinctive  characters  for  the  choice  of  arsenic  and  the  best 
proof  of  its  appropriateness  is  the  reappearance  of  the  secre- 
tion of  urine. 

IniermiUent  Fever  of  various  forms,  among  them  the  gravest 
and  most  insidious  ;  incomplete  intermittence ;  the  apyrexiu  are 
never  free,  the  stages  have  lost  tbeirintegrity  and  their  rhythm; 
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violent  cbills,  which  are  increased  on  drinking;  dry  and  burn- 
ing heat  followed  by  little  sweat  aud  hy  culd  and  clauimy 
sweat;  anguish,  vomiting,  and  cerebral  symptoms;  absence 
of  thirst  during  the  chills  and  during  the  heat;  after  an  at^ 
tack  pi-essive  pain  in  head,  in  thn  frontal  region. 

During  the  apyrexia  the  face  is  pale  and  swollen,  the  color 
yellowish  and  earthy ;  prostration ;  the  stools  are  diarrhceic 
and  fetid ;  the  uriue  is  thick  and  void  in  small  quantity.  CEde- 
roa  of  the  feet  or  general  infiltnttion.  Scorbutic  ?pi>ts  scat- 
tered over  the  whole  body.  Sleeplessness  principally  on  the 
night  which  precedes  the  attack. 

Atrophy  of  Children  in  its  most  advanced  degree.  Emacia- 
tion extreme,  eyes  hollow,  face  eartliy  j  skin  dry,  wrinkled,  and 
of  a  dirty  gray;  loss  of  appetite,  but  great  thir^^t,  especially 
for  cold  water;  belly  large,  stools  diarrhceic,  abundant  and  fre- 
quent, watery,  fetid,  involuntary;  cries  and  lamentations  all 
the  day ;  cerebral  excitement. 

Epilepsy,  periodical  in  character  without  material  lesions. 
The  attack  is  preceded  by  a  sensation  of  burning,  which  radi- 
ates from  the  spine  to  the  part  buck  of  the  ears  and  even  into 
the  brain;  movements  disordered  and  convulsive.  After  the 
attack  tbe  patient  is  fur  some  instants  and  occasionally  even 
fora  long  time,  stunned.  In  the  intervals  between  the  attacks, 
pressive  pain  in  the  occiput,  burning  pain  in  stomach  and  intes- 
tines; stools  irregular,  more  frequently  diarrhceic  with  burning 
ut  the  anus  ;  frequent  cramps  in  the  calves. 

Paralyms.  —  When  there  is  mingled  great  prostration  and 
melancholy  temper.  Paralysis  complete  or  incomplete,  partial 
or  general,  with  neuralgic  pains;  lead  paralysis;  rhenmatio 
paralysis. 

Rheumatism.  —  Muscular  and  articular,  acute  and  chronic. 
Heat  dry,  burning ;  thirst  ardent.  The  patient  is  not  able  to 
rest  tranquilly  in  his  bed,  on  account  of  the  twinging  and  burn- 
ing tearing  in  the  affected  parts;  he  would  constantly  move 
the  sulloring  limb;  he  cannot  endure  the  heat.  Exacerbation 
of  pains  duiing  the  night,  lelieved  by  warm  applications. 
Anxiety,  constant  agitation,  but  by  fur  more  dreadful  during' 
night. 
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Gout.  — Same  fymptoms,  and  especially  the  articular  Bwell- 
ing!<  more  pronounced  nnd  more  iaveterate,  with  twinging  from 
time  to  time.  Another  distinctive  character  observed  upon 
the  nffccted  joint,  or  in  the  vicinity,  are  spots  upon  the  skin, 
round  and  red,  which  cause  a  burning  pais  truly  intolerable. 

Arthitis  Nodosa.  —  This  affection,  hopeless  through  its 
double  character  of  being  primarily  chronic,  or  chronic  at  short 
notice,  and  following  a  course  essentially  progressive  ojid  gen- 
eral, finds  in  arseuic  a  powerful  and  precious  alleviator.  The 
pathogenesis  of  the  medicine  gives  us  the  explanation  (see 
Hiibn.  McU.  Med.),  but  still  more,  we  have  empirical  proof  of 
its  efficacy.  Dr.  Beau  said  a  dozen  years  ago  in  his  lectures  ut 
Paris,  in  the  La  Gharite,  ''Under  the  influence  of  arsenious 
acid  internally  the  pains  yield  at  once,  the  disappearance  of  the 
nudosities  comes  afterwards." 

Anararca.  —  Partial  or  general,  with  or  without  lesions, 
with  or  without  albuminuria,  following  the  repercuseiion  of  an 
acute  exanthcm  and  even  under  the  influence  of  other  causes, 
because  serous  infiltration  is  among  the  most  constant  effects 
of  arsenic  upon  the  healthy  body.  If  there  is  diarrbcea,  fever, 
restlessness. at  night,  the  indication  for  arsenic  is  stilt  more  poa- 
itive. 

Seorbutua,  —  Gums  spongy,  bleed  easily,  sometimes  pro- 
fusely ;  breath  fetid  ;  ulcers  iu  the  mouth  ;  thirst  ardent,  which 
obliges  one  to  drink  frequently,  but  little  at  a  time ;  the  pain  of 
burning  iu  the  stomach  is  present ;  diarrhcea  intense ;  excessive 
weakness,  stiffness,  and  immol^Uity  of  the  knees  and  feet,  with 
riolent  unt)  painful  twinges ;  agitation  and  despair. 

Scrofula.  —  Fetid,  ichorous  suppurations  ;  otorrboea,  with 
ichorous,  fetid  discharge;  prostration  of  the  powers;  Tabex 
Metenterica  in  preference  to  Utilph.  and  Gale.  c.  in  coxes  of 
excessive  weakness,  with  very  frequent  diarrhoea,  followed  by 
burning  in  the  anus.  Ooxalgia  in  the  third  stage  when  the 
powers  of  the  palient  are  exhausted  by  the  continued  suppura- 
tit>n,  and  by  a  colliquative  diarrlicea'.  The  stools  are  more  fre- 
quent after  midnight;  violent  thirst. 

Syphilis,  —  Secondary  and  testiary  symptoms ;  eruptions  io 
various  parts  of  the  body  ;  ulcers  on  the  skin  and  mucous  mem- 


„L,ooglc 


164  THE  NEW   ENGLAND  MEDICAL  GAZETTE.  [April, 

branes;  bubos,  with  discharge  and  threatening  of  ^an^ene; 
bone  pnins ;  caries  of  the  bones  of  the  nose,  Tvith  fetid  discharge ; 
periostitis  ;  arthritis,  with  bone  pains  and  eigns  of  a  long-stand- 
ing cachexia  ;  amGliuration  from  heat ;  aggravation  during  the 
night.     (Ars.  iod.) 

Erysipelas,  —  Gangrenous ;  burning  pain. 

A^niArax.  —  For  a  great  number  of  years,  my  whole  prefer- 
ence has  been  for  anthracene.  But  faithful  to  individualization, 
which  I  have  never  for  a  single  instant  lust  eight  of,  I  reserve 
arsenic  for  the  case  where  burning  predominates,  when  the 
tumor  takes  a  blackish  tint ;  the  skin  pierced  with  holes  like  a 
sieve  ;  great  prostration  ;  diarrhoea  and  night  sweats. 

Measles.  —  Adynamic  symptome  j  great  prostration  of  pow- 
ers; face  pale,  earthy,  swolleu;  pulse  frequent,  quick,  and 
small ;  burning  heat ;  great  anxiety  ;  agitation ;  palpitation  of 
heart ;  aphthte  in  mouth  and  phaiynx ;  sudden  disappearance 
of  the  eruption  ;  thirst;  vomiting  and  diarrhcea;  aggravation - 
after  midnight. 

Scarlatina Typhoid  habit ;  the  eruption  pales  suddenly, 

glows  livid,  and  gives  place  to  petechiee;  sore  throat  of  a  bad 
nature,  with  tendency  to  gangrene  ;  urine  passed,  scanty,  brown, 
with  epithelial  sediment,  or  deposit  of  blood  corpuscles,  and  at 
the  same  time  dyspncea;  dropsical  swellings;  extreme  restless 
ness  and  anxiety;  prostration;  burning  heut  internally,  cold 
externally;  cold  sweat;  pulso  lively  and  small;  sensation  with 
pericarditis  consecutive  nephritis. 

Variola. — The  eruption  appears  with  difficulty.  The  pus- 
tules subside  and  their  areola  takes  a  livid  tint.  Great  pros- 
tration of  strength.  Burning  heat,  pulse  frequent  and  small. 
Lively  thirst,  agitation.     Pustules  bliick,  suppuration  sanioiis. 

Miliary  eruption  with  livid  spots, 

Urticana.  —  Buruiug  on  the  skin,  frequently  following  indi- 
gestible food. 

Anoimia  with  constant  headache  and  dyspepsia. 

Hysteria.  —  Agitation  so  great  at  night  that  she  is  not  able 
to  rest  in  bed,  the  horizonUil  position  is  insupportable. 

Palpitation.  —  Burning  iu  btomaoh.  Ji'requeut  desire  to 
uriuute,  and  urine  scanty. 
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Religious  Melancholy  of  all  mental  maladies  is  the  most 
homoeopathic  to  arsenic  by  reason  of  the  conscientious  scruples 
which  it  causes  in  place  of  the  sane  atate.  Clinical  medicine 
has  reported  cures,  but  it  is  tt^be  noted  that  the  mental  affec- 
tion supervened  upon  the  disappearance  of  an  eruption.  The 
pathogeootic  action  of  arsenicum  is  here  brought  into  play,  and 
under  its  influence  the  suppressed  eruption  has  reappeared. 

Rabies.  —  Dryness,  heat,  strangling  in  the  throat  accompa- 
nied from  time  to  time  with  suffocation  and  convulsive  move- 
ments at  the  sight  of  water. 

In  pluribus  hominia  arsenico  venenatis  symptomata  hydro- 
phobife  Bitnilia  oriebantur.    (Wendland.) 

Stings  of  Serpents  and  Bites  of  Poisonous  Animals.  —  Ener- 
getic antiseptic.  Parts  very  much  swollen,  with  burning  heat 
over  the  whole  body ;  eyes  red,  prominent,  pninful ;  dryness  of 
mouth;  thirst,  but  aversion  to  drinking;  pulse  small  and  very 
frequent;  face  pale,  without  expression.  Such  is  the  totality 
of  the  symptoms  which  arsenic  is  capable  of  dissipating. 

Hypermmia  of  Brain  following  the  abuse  of  alcoholic  drinks. 
The  physicians  of  the  old  school  have  lauded  it  as  a  prophylac- 
tic in  all  cases  of  cerebral  apoplectic  congestion. 

Delirium. —  Convulsions  following  a  great  loss  of  blood. 
Convulsions  of  children  when  they  are  preceded  by  a  burning 
heat  over  the  whole  body.  The  lips  are  dry  and  cracked,  knd 
the  child  moves  its  tongue  constantly ;  thirst  ardent,  child 
drinks  little  at  a  time ;  he  is  impatient  in  his  movements,  agita- 
tion, anxiety  depicted  on  the  countenance. 

Cer^ro-Spinal  Meningitis.  —  When  it  presents  one  of  the 
following  conditiona  :  Great  agitation,  thirst  for  little  at  a  time ; 
prostration,  with  cold  sweat,  intermittent  type,  complete  ex- 
haustion, involuntary  eyacuations. 

Headache. — Violent,  periodical,  pulsative  pain.  Painful- 
ness  of  the  scalp,  with  whining,  moaning,  and  nausea.  Cold 
water  relieves  momentarily,  but  soon  and  always  this  ameliora- 
tion is  followed  by  aggravation. 

Migraine  in  very  painful  attacks,  with  a  sensation  of  icy 
coldnetia  on  the  scalp,  followed  by  itching.  During  the  attacks 
the  patient  ia  very  restless ;  he  constantly  moves  his  head  and 
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limbs,  and  with  this  agitation  ie  mixed  extreme  prostration! 
he  thinks  he  ia  goiii^  to  die ;  he  refuses  to  eat  because  ho  sees 
an  aggravation  of  his  sufferings,  and  instinctively  ho  covers  np 
bis  head  abundantly,  because  h»  knows  very  well  that  the  beat 
relieves. 

Facial  and  Temporal  Neuralgia  in  periodical  attncks  on  the 
right  side  ;  face  pule,  features  distorted.  Swelling  of  the  face, 
especially  under  the  eyes.  Burning  pain,  as  if  red-hot  iron 
traversed  the  parts ;  .great  restlessness  and  prostration ;  ameli- 
oration from  warm  applications. 

Acne,  punctata  et  rosacea,  —  Eruption  around  the  mouth, 
with  burning  and  bloody  discharge. 

EpUhtiial  Qancer  of  the  face  and  lips ;  cancerous  and  cancroid 
ulcers  of  the  face,  lips,  and  cheeks  ;  "  burn  "  is  the  exprcssioa 
for  the  sensation  -,  thickening  aud  ulceration  of  the  lips ;  cancer 
of  the  lips  among  inveterate  smokers;  lupus  and  tubercles  for 
the  primary  lesions. 

Catarrhal  Ophthalmia,  with  burning  pain  and  swollen  lids. 

Ophthalmia  of  the  new-born,  if  the  pains  are  violent  and 
burning,  with  serous  discharge. 

Srofulous  Ophthalmia.  —  Eyelids  spasmodically  closed  ;  se- 
cretion abundant,  and  very  acrid,  with  burning. 

Conjunctivitis  Granulosa.  —  Chronic  foiin,  injection  very 
pronounced. 

Keratitis,  with  sensation  of  burning  in  the  globe  of  the  eye  ; 
burning  vesicles ;  ophthalmia  after  measles,  scarlatina,  and  vari- 
ola ;  discharge  acrid,  excoriating ;  intermittent  ophthalmia. 

Injlammation  of  the  Choroid.  —  Scorbutic  ophthalmia. 
Makenzie  says  in  speaking  of  arseniate  of  potassium,  "Under 
the  influence  of  this  medicine,  I  have  bad  the  satisfaction  of 
seeing  in  many  a  case  the  varicose  vessels  shrink,  the  bluish 
color  become  less,  the  swelling  of  the  sclerotic  and  choroid 
diminish,  vision  become  more  clear,  and  the  health  of  the 
patient  become  better."    Ophthalmia  with  hypopioo. 

Traumatic  Ophthalmia.  —  Pains,  burning  in  the  eyes. 

Amaurosis  continuous  and  intermittent,  following  the  suij- 
pression  of  an  eruption.  The  globes  are  constantly  moved 
from  side  to  aide. 
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Epistaxia  after  an  excvss  of  anger  or  after  efforts  to  vomit. 
As  to  the  nasal  heinorrha<re  of  which  H^hDomaiin  speaks  in  his 
Matena  Medica  pura,  nnj  which  is  in  truth  a  consequence' of 
arsenical  poisoning,  cltnical  experience  has  also  confirmed  it,  hut 
in  those  severe  fevers  where  the  disintegration  of  the  blood 
globules  is  an  estAblished  fact,  this  essential  decomposition 
of  the  blood  responding  completely  to  the  proper  character  of 
arsenic. 

Cort/za  with  eeueation  of  dryness  in  the  noso ;  sneezing 
violent,  and  diachargo  watery,  smarting,  burning,  excoriating; 
ttoxioiis  restlessness ;  lassitude,  weakness,  restless  sleep ;  aggra- 
vation at  night ;  amelioration  from  heat  and  movement.  Coryza 
returns  every  morning;  oznena. 

Cancer  of  the  JVbae.  —  Ulcer  with  raised  edges,  covered  in 
(he  centre  with  a  thickened,  horny  crust,  of  a  yellowish-gray 
color.  Itching ;  acute  pain  of  smarting  and  burning ;  discharge 
whey-like  and  bloody. 

Cf/uffh,  with  arrest  of  respiration  and  difficult  expectoration. 
Cough  dry,  violent,  with  burning  and  pain  in  the  chest;  cough 
continuous  in  the  evening  on  lying  down,  with  nausea  and 
vomiting;  respiration  short,  with  great  anxiety  aud  restless- 
ness. 

Grippe.  —  When  the  congh  is  invariably  worse  at  night,  after 
midnight,  with  little  expectoration.  Prostration  of  the  vital 
forces  out  of  proportion  to  the  benignity  of  the  disease ;  paiuful- 
ness  of  the  limbs,  sleeplessness,  anxiety,  pressive  headache, 
epiphora,  epistaxis,  supra-orbital,  temporal  neuralgia,  tooth- 
ache. 

Congestion  io  the  Chest.  —  Especially  in  old  people ;  extreme 
dyspnoea,  thirst,  collapse ;  auteccdent  catarrhal  stage,  with 
watery,  glairy,  abundant  expectoration. 

Laryngitis.  —  Burning  and  obstruction  in  the  larnyx,  this 
double  sensation  extends  into  the  chest.  In  subjects  with  an 
habitually  weak  voice. 

Croup.  —  Great  restlessness.  Face  is  swollen  and  covered 
with  cold  sweat;  aggravation  towards  ntght.  An  urcicarious 
eruption  is  an  excellent  indication  for  arsenic. 

Spa*m  of  the  Ghttie.  —  At  the  moment  when  the  anguish  and 
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no:itntir)D  bave  reached  the  highest  degree.  Arrest  of  respira- 
tion which  is  very  rapid,  but  in  the  ioterrals  the  reBpiration  is 
free  ;  pressing  in  the  chest. 

(Edevia  of  the  Glottis.  —  Arsenicum  is  so  much  the  more 
valuable  because  serous  effusinn  is  one  of  its  most  constant 
effects. 

Laryngo —  Bronchitis.  —  Tenncioiiamuciiain  the  larynx  and 
bronchi.  Dry  cough,  worse  at  night,  after  he  has  lain  down. 
Attacks  of  suSbcation,  lassitude,  and  weakness. 

Bronchitis  of  a  grave  form  and  of  psoric  origin,  with  attacks 
of  suffocation  and  difBcnIt  respirution,  continunl  tickling  all 
down  the  trachea  and  sensation  of  constriction  in  the  larynx ; 
oppression  as  from  vapor  of  sulphur. 

Catarrh  of  infants  and  old  people.     Chronic. 

Suffocating  Gatarrh.  —  Symptomatic  of  one  of  many  lesions 
either  of  the  bronchial  mucous  membrane  of  the  lungs,  of  the 
pleura,  of  the  heart.  The  vascular  system  is  Id  a  state  of 
extreme  excitation ;  the  heart  and  the  arteries  beat  violently, 
dyspnoea  is  extreme;  skin  cyanosed,  especially  on  the  face. 
Stupor,  prostration. 

Asthma.  —  Essential,  congestive,  through  pulmonary  emphy- 
sema; attacks  towards  evening  or  after  midnight  which  last 
till  the  break  of  day,  with  short,  whistling  respinition,  pain- 
ful pressing,  burning  in  chest  and  pit  of  the  stomach,  obliged 
to  leave  the  bed.  Dyspncea  to  the  last  degree,  anxiety,  re>t- 
lessuess,  fright.  The  attack  subsides  quickly  when  expectora- 
tion sets  in.  Attacks  periodical,  and  brought  on  by  change  of 
temperature. 

BcEmoptysis.  —  Periodical,  symptomatic  of  cardiac  affectioD. 
After  a  great  loss  of  blood  natural  or  acquired  ;  after  suppres- 
sion of  the  catamenia.  But  the  symptoms  coDimou  to  all  these 
hsemoptyses  ought  to  be,  —  burning  iu  the  chest  and  stomach, 
palpitations,  agitations,  great  weakness,  small,  rapid  pulse ; 
beat  burning  over  the  whole  body,  aggravation  in  the  middle 
of  the  night. 

Pleurisy.  —  Chronic  course,  considerable  effusion,  extreme 
dyspencea,  great  depression  of  the  powers,  cardiac  aflection. 
We  all  know  that  arsenicum  is  nearly  indispensable  wherever 
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eeroQS  effuiion  sbowe  itself,  but  etiU  more  are  we  to  remember 
the  remarkably  grent  nffinity  of  arsenicuni  for  the  pleura  in 
preference  to  other  serous  membranes.  The  inflammation  of 
the  pleura  and  the  efl^usion  -which  is  the  conseqnence  have 
more  than  once  been  established  in  cases  of  arsenical  poisoning. 

Hydrolhorax. — Dyepnoea  which  increases  from  the  slightest 
movement  and  from  the  horizontal  position.  Cough  short,  great 
anxiety,  palpitations  of  the  heart ;  he  drinhs  constantly,  but  little 
at  a  time.  Urine  scanty,  paleness  of  the  face ;  oedema  of  the 
feet  iind  hands. 

(Edema  of  the  Lungs.  —  Cough  dry,  whistling ;  expectora- 
tion scanty  ;  dryness  prevails  throughout  the  respiratory  tracts. 
A  concomitant  hydrops  removes  all  doubt  as  to  the  choice  of 
the  renaedy. 

PneuTnonia.  —  The  indication  for  arseuicum  is  drawn  more 
from  the  general  symptoms  than  the  local  thoracic  symptoms. 
Great  anxiety  and  restlessness  with  incessant  cough  ;  foiling  of 
the  vital  powers ;  thirst  lively,  but  drinking  little  at  a  time ; 
hurniog  heat  in  the  chest,  suffocation ;  respiration  always  very 
rapid;  face  pale;  extremities  cold. 

Phtkitds  Pulmonalis.  —  Right  side  more  frequently,  dulness 
and  flatness  under  the  clavicle;  pain  at  the  apex  of  the  right 
lung;  dyspnoea  on  movement ;  cough,  particularly  after  midnight 
till  morning;  sputa  muco-purulcnt  or  greenish  and  abundant; 
sonorous  rules  on  inspiration,  limited  to  the  throat,  larynx, 
trachea;  rales  dry  and  respiration  prolonged  through  all  the 
pest  of  the  chest ;  extreme  prostration  ;  colliquative  dlarrhcea, 
very  active  thirst  for  cold  drinks;  intermittent  chills;  hectic 
fever,  with  exacerbation  towards  evening;  nightly  sweat  after 
midnight ;  apbthte  in  the  mouth.  It  is  here  in  combination 
with  siilphar,  lime,  iodine,  that  arsenicum  has  shown  itself 
powerful  in  phthisis. 

Heart.  —  Hypertrophy,  dilatation  of  the  right  ventricle  ;  dila- 
tations and  valvular  lesions;  endocarditis;  suffocation,  espe- 
cially at  night ;  vertigo ;  cedema  of  the  extremities ;  urino 
scanty  without  albumen. 

Palpitation,  nervous ;  aggravated  by  motion,  after  retro- 
cession of  cutaneous  afleetion  or  after  the  suppression  of  an 
habitual  sweat  of  tbe  feat. 
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Pericarditis,  sub-acute  or  chronic,  ^ith  effusion,  inexpressible 
anguiflh  and  restlessness,  worse  at  night;  palpitations  exces- 
sively strong;  suffocation  all  nii;ht;  countenance  ruddy,  which 
is  an  exception  for  arsenicum ;  sensation  of  paralysis  of  the 
upper  eztren^ities ;  trembling  of  the  fingers;  cold  sweats; 
pulse  small,  hardly  perceptible;   prostration. 

Angina  Pectoris.  — Sharp  pains  in  the  region  of  the  heart, 
which  radiate  up  to  the  neck,  the  occiput,  and  along  the  left 
arm,  even  to  the  tips  of  the  fingers,  anddowuwards  to  the  lum- 
bar and  femeral  regions;  palpitations  teuding  to  fainting,  pale- 
ness of  the  fiice;  the  least  moTcment  causes  extreme  anguish, 
great  thirst,  aggravation  after  midnight. 

Stomatitis,  gangrenous. 

Apht/icB,  burning. 

Odontalgia.  — Amelioration  from  holding  warm  water  in  the 
mouth  and  from  the  outward  application  of  warm  bodies. 

Pharyngitis.  —  Buruing  pain  persisting  even  after  the  appar- 
ent disappearance  of  the  inflammation. 

Dysphagia.  —  Spasmodic  contraction  of  cesophagus  ;  burn- 
ing on  swallowing;  thirst;  anguish;  agitation;  the  pharynx 
participates  in  the  constriction. 

Diphtheria.  — Burning,  which  extends  down  the  throat  into 
stomach. 

Gastralgia. — Pain,  burning  and  excessively  violent,  which 
extends  from  the  epigastrium  into  the  chest  and  back  ;  no  appe- 
tite ;  dread  of  food  ;  vomiting  of  food  immediately  after  having 
eaten;  anguish  ;  anxiety ;  amelioration  from  warm  applications 
and  motions;  aggravation  after  midnight. 

Amite  Gastritis.  — Following  the  abuse  of  alcoholic  drinks, 
of  iced  drinks,  of  viuegar,  of  tolmcco ;  thirst  ardent,  but 
drinking  little  at  a  time ;  burning  in  the  stomach  following  the 
vomiting;  tongue  red;  nausea  and  vomiting  are  provoked' by 
any  movement  of  the  body  forwards ;  anxious  restlessness,  with 
rapid  sinking  of  the  powers. 

Dyspepsia. — Burning  and  pains  in  the  stomach;  loss  of 
appetite;  vomiting  after  having  eaten  ordrunb,  however  little  ; 
aggravation  in  the  evening,  at  night ;  rapid  evacuations;  diar- 
rhoea, although  constipation  may  not  be  a  contraindication. 
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Chronic  Vomtltng.  —  Kepetition  every  morning,  in  subjects 
saturated  with  alcohol ;  unceasing  pain  accompanies  these 
vomitings. 

HamatemestK,  with  burning  in  the  stomach;  thirst  vio 
deadly  paleness,  countenance  distorted ;  pulse  filiform,  I 
bling,  great  uueasiuesa;  chilliness  over  the  whole  surface  c 
body  ;  sweat  on  the  forehead. 

Cancer  of  the  Stomach.  —  Burning,  hot  and  stinging  as 
a  pointed  instrument;  very  puinful  eructations;  black  vi 
ings  as  of  cofleo  ;  vomiting  is  followed  by  a  mitigation  o 
puin. 

Intestinal  Colic.  —  Excessive  burning  pain  in  night  or 
having  eaten  or  drunk,  with  great  anxiety ;  thirst,  diar 
or  constipation ;  lead  colic ;  colic  after  the  ingestion  of 
water  or  ice-cream. 

Cholera  Infantum.  —  Eyes  hollow  and  look  dull;  coli 
of  skin ;  clammy  sweats ;  pulse  trembling  and  iuterroit 
violent  vomiting;  high  thirst,  burning  pain;  stools  wa 
glairy,  undigested,  brown.  More  frequent  at  uight  and 
midnight. 

Diarrkcea  with  or  without  pain ;  worse  after  midn 
Ardent  thirst;  sudden  prostration ;  diurrhcea  of  a  dark  c 
of  a  fetid  odor,  coming  on  suddenly  especially  at  uight  or 
having  eaten,  with  thirst,  vomiting,  anxiety,  excoriation  o 
anus,  and  considerable  weakness;  diarrhoea  choleraic,  se 
with  weakness,  paiu,  prompt  emaciation.  Diurrhcea  nnuo 
during  the  first  dentition.  Diarrhoea  of  pregnant  women 
frequent,  feeble  pulse,  great  prostration,  restlessness ;  a 
watery,  undigested,  followed  by  tenesmus  and  burning  a^ 
anus.  Burning  thirst;  burning  beat  in  the  stomach  and 
with  nausea  and  vomiting.  DiarrboBu  following  severe  ] 
on  the  surface  of  the  body. 

Hepatitis. — Swelling  and  pain  of  a  very  marked,  bui 
character  in  the  right  hypochondrium ;  thirst  violent;  I 
ing  heat  of  the  skin,  anxiety,  agitatinu.  Aggravation, 
midnight.  Hepatitis  with  jaundice  among  subjects  who 
long  time  have  been  a  prey  to  intermittent  fever  is  more 
tioularly  the  province  of  arseuicum. 
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Aacitet.  —  Idioputhio  or  Bymptomatic  of  cardiac  or  renal 
affectioQs  more  than  aSections  of  the  lirer,  following  acute 
peritonitU;  aecitet  which  accompaniea  or  follows  intermittent 
fever;  the  face  is  pale,  earthy,  bloated;  great  weakness,  with 
sensation  of  exhaustion  upon  slightest  motion ;  tongue  dry, 
and  thirst  violent  for  a  little  at  a  time;  attacks  of  snffucation 
throughout  the  night ;  great  anxiety ;  internal  heat,  external 
cold  constitute  the  totality  of  the  symptoms  most  favorable  fur 
arsenic. 

Cystitis  acute  and  chronic.  Burning  pains  especially  in 
beginning  to  urinate;  urine  thick,  like  whitish  pap;  anxiety, 
vomiting,  and  cold  sweats ;  face  and  extremities  cold. 

Hcematuria.  —  Excretion  not  very  abundant ;  symptoms  of 
paralysis  of  the  bladder ;  micturition  very  painful ;  burning  in 
the  bladder  or  any  part  of  the  urinary  organs.  In  all  cases 
when  ono  ia  warranted  in  believing  in  a  varicose  condition  of 
the  neck  of  the  bladder. 

Affniminuria. — The  presence  of  albumen  in  the  urine  rs  a 
phenomenon  of  arsenical  poisoning  so  constant  that  the  homoeo- 
patbicity  of  arsenicum  is  here  incontestable. 

BrighCs  Diaeaae.  —Arsenic  corresponds  exactly  to  the  char- 
acteristics of  this  grave  affection,  since,  administered  to  m 
healthy  man,  it  is  susceptible  of  producing  in  the  uriue,  inde- 
pendently of  the  albumen,  cylindrical  cosgula  of  fibrin,  epithe- 
lial cells,  and  frequently  globules  of  pus  and  blood.  This  fact 
is  established  by  a  great  number  of  observations  and  by  direct 
experiments  on  animals,  of  which  the  most  prominent  are  due 
to  a  physician  of  Munich.  It  is  useless  to  seek  elsewhere  far 
reasons  more  coaclusive  for  according  to  arscnidum  the  iirat 
place  in  the  treatment  of  Bright*s  Disease:  to  do  otherwise 
would  be  an  unpardonable  mistake. 

The  symptoms  which  come  into  account  outside  the  similarity 
of  the  urine  of  the  disease  with  the  urine  of  arsenicum,  to  cor- 
roborate the  choice  of  tliis medicine,  are:  respiration, shortaod 
rapid ;  loss  of  appetite  and  sleep ;  restlessness  all  night,  and 
which  increases  after  midnight;  palpitation  upon  the  least 
motion ;  urine  bloody  and  sometimes  involuntary.  Bright*s 
Disease  grows  more  common  every  day ;  the  reason,  perhaps,  it 
s  not  difficult  to  discover. 
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The  arsenical  treatment  has  within  a  few  jeara  been  set 
down,  and  iu  large  characters  in  common  practice,  qnder  the 
medical  name  Alteralive. 

The  arsenical  treatment  has  passed  into  the  daily  routine 
has  liecome  fashionable,  it  obtrudes  itself,  and  how  ? 

Not  merely  at  random  do  physicians  daily  give  arsenic  and  its 
compounds,  but  they  raise  the  dose  day  hy  day  with  increasing 
boldness.  They  advance,  they  go  on,  as  if  the  treatises  on  Tox- 
icology, which  are  by  no  means  too  scrupulous,  did  not  exist. 
Under  the  pretext  of  rebuilding,  they  disorganize. 

Fashion  ought,  for  shame's  sake  at  least,  to  place  restrictions 
on  itself.  Time  will  come  which  will  do  justice  to  these  whims 
and  while  waiting  to  struggle  against  its  encroachments  into  the 
limits  of  the  possible,  let  us  remain  faithful  to  good  sense  and 
defend  the  truth,  —  principles  which  we  cannot  disregard  with- 
out danger  to  human  life. 

All  medicine  administered  to  man  has  necessarily  for  its 
purpose,  because  it  is  a  medicine,  either  to  produce  some 
disturbance  of  sensibility  or  some  derangement  of  function 
or  some  lesion  of  texture ;  without  that,  it  would  no  more 
merit  its  name.  Now,  I,  in  all  candor,  ask  physicians  of  good 
credit  and  capable  of  defending  themselves  from  any  extrav- 
agant notion,  is  it  supposable  even  that  a  drug  so  powerful  as 
arsenic  should  traverse  the  body  of  man  without  leaving  ti'aces 
of  its  passage  ? 

One  of  the  most  formidable  traces  is  the  presence  in  the 
urine  of  albumen,  of  epithelial  cells,  of  tibrinous  cylinders,  of 
globules  of  pus  and  blood ;  an  alteration  the  most  profound, 
a  degeneration  the  moat  incurable  of  the  parenchyma  of  the 
kidney. 

Urmmia. — -In  the  soporous  condition,  when  the  brain  baa 
become  infiltrated;  step  is  uncertain,  as  iu  amblyopia,  (Kali 
Ars.) 

Cancer  of  the  Breast.  —  For  nearly  three  centuries  bus  been 
discussed  the  value  of  arsenic  in  cancerous  affections.  Its  first 
uve  appears  to  go  back  to  1504,  and  nothing  more  is  known 
but  that  by  sume  it  was  exalted,  by  others  again  repudiated. 
The  cause  of  our  ignorance  proceeds  solely  from  lack  of  individ- 
ualization. 
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The  totality  of  the  symptoma  which  justifies  the  employment 
of  urseDic.here,  are :  Belief  from  warm  upplication,  restlessness 
mingled  with  throbbing,  which  ia  occasioned  by  loss  of  vital 
power. 

Amenorrhcea,  — Paleness  of  the  face ;  ewclliug  more  marked 
around  the  eyes ;  infiltration  of  the  extremities ;  prostration  ; 
cachectic  state  ;  defective  appetite;  nausea  after  a  meal ;  pres- 
sure ill  the  stomach  as  of  a  stone. 

Dysmenorrhcea.  —  The  pains  are  not  localized  in  the  hypo- 
frastrinm  ;  they  extend  even  to  the  rectum  and  anus  ;  they  are 
violent,  urging  to  desperation  and  despair;  reliot  from  warm 
applications;  extreme  agttatiou.  Patient  entreats  not  to  be 
left  aloue. 

OvaHtis.  —  Pains,  with  twitching  and  pricking  from  the 
ovarian  region,  even  to  the  inuer  part  of  the  thighs,  which 
appear  enlarged.  This  is  the  expression  of  the  patient. 
Aggravation  of  the  pains  from  movement ;  couuteoance  pale, 
yellowish ;  agitation  ;  fever ;  thirst  for  little  at  a  time. 

Metrorrhagia.  —  So  prolonged  thai  the  patient  is  reduced  to 
the  last  extremity.  Eyes  hollow  and  dull;  extremities  cold. 
The  Academy  of  Medicine,  in  a  meeting  on  the  9th  of  last 
November,  received  a  communication  from  M.  Gueneau  de 
Mussy  of  an  observation  tuken  in  his  practice.  It  is  a  question 
of  an  obstiuale  metrorrhagia,  which  in  thirty-six  hours  had  beeu 
subdued  by  warm  applications  and  cataplasms  nf  a  given  tem- 
perature. The  Academy  will  doubtless  ask  itself  what  have 
been  the  decisive  means  of  the  victoiy  in  this  case.  To  euve 
time,  Homceopatby  answers,  —  Obstinate  metrorrhagia;  reliet 
from  warm  applications. 


MICROSCOPICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  THE  PROCESS  OP 
HEALING  ULCKRS  BY  THE  TRANSPLANTATION  OF 
SKIN. 

M.  Thiersch,  having  »  patient  whose  leg  had  to  be  ampu- 
tated in  consequence  of  a  large  and  incurable  ulcer,  thought  it 
a  good  opportunity  to  obseiTe  the  changes  that  take  place  when 
portions  of  skin  are  implanted  on  granulating  surfaces.    For 
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three  weeks  previously  he  accordingly  transplanted  portions  of 
skJQ  day  by  day,  the  laist  pieces  being  applied  eighteen  hours 
before  the  amputution. 
The  chief  results  arrived  at  were :  — 

1.  That  adhesion  occurs  without  the  intervention  of  any 
iaterioediate  intervening  substance.  The  adherent  parts  are  iu 
immediate  application  or  at  most  are  only  separated  by  a  couple 
of  blood  corpuscles. 

2.  The  adhesion,  when  complete,  takes  place  by  means  of  the 
inosculation  of  vessels,  which  may  be  observed  eveu  eighteen 
hours  after  the  act  of  transplantation  of  the  new  skin.  A  con- 
nection is  at  this  period  seen  to  occur  by  intercellular  passages, 
extending  between  the  sharply-contoui-ed  vessels  of  the  skin  on 
the  one  hand  and  those  of  the  granulations  on  the  other,  and 
these  intercellular  potssages  becomo  proper  vessels  in  a  few 
days. 

3.  At  the  same  time  the  vessels  of  the  skin  beneath  the 
transplanted  portion  undergo  secondary  changes ;  they  become 
nide,  irregularly  dilated,  with  prominences  on  their  walls,  and 
in  f:ict,  assume  the  characters  of  embryonal  blood-vessels. 

4.  True,  new  formation  of  vessels  may  perhaps  take  place 
when  the  primary  inosculation  fails.  In  such  cages  the  epider- 
mis and  the  papillary  bodies  full  ofi  after  a  little  time,  and  the 
transplantation  is  believed  to  havo  failed ;  bnt  this  is  not  so, 
since  tho  subcutaneous  connective  tissue  with  the  remains  of  the 
Kweut-glauda  remain  adherent.  After  the  lapse  of  some  time 
new-formed  epidermis  appears  where  the  transplantation  was 
made,  which  may  perhaps  be  due  to  the  germination  of  the 
remains  of  the  sweat-glands. 

Thiersch  finally  recommends  a  mudificatioa  of  Reverdin's 
plan,  namely,  that  the  surface  of  the  wound  to  which  the  skin 
is  to  be  transplanted  should  have  any  granulations  that  may  be 
found  upon  it  shaved  off,  and  the  new  skin  applied  in  tho  conr^su 
of  a  few  hours.  —  London  Lancet,  July,  1875. 


Digitized  By  Google  ■ 


176  THE   NEW   ENGLAND   UEDIOAI,  OAZETTB.  [April, 

@br  §tvo  iSn^lantt  p«dt(al  ^uttit, 

BOSTON,  APRIL,   1878. 

CONGRATULATION. 

The  twenty-tbird  day  of  March  waa  a  feative  day  io  Philadelpbift ; 
it  was  the  day  on  wliich  Dr.  Constantin  Heriog  completed  the  flflieth 
year  of  bis  professional  life.  Wc  say  ibat  Philatielphia  rejoiced,  for 
the  whole  city  koows  him  and  wished  him  well,  though  only  a  small 
number  of  his  professional  brethren  shared  in  the  festivity  and  s|Mat 
a  few  hours  in  hie  presence. 

Dr.  Hering  was  born  with  this  century,  and  those  of  us  who  bare 
■een  bim  recently  find  him  more  active  of  mind  than  many  a  younger 
man  ;  and  though  three  quarters  of  a  century  have  now  silvered  bis 
locka,  none  can  approach  him  wilbout  receiving  new  fire,  energy,  and 
self-reliance  fVom  his  nocderful  spirit  and  inexhaustible  fund  of 
learning. 

Tbongh  Philadelphia  has  the  honor  of  paying  our  venerable  friend 
and  colleagneimmediate  tributes  of  love,  bis  name  iskno^rn  far  beyond 
tlie  limits  of  that  city.  Not  only  does  every  disciple  of  HahnemaoQ 
throughout  tbe  length  and  breadth  of  this  country  associate  the  name 
of  Constantin  Hering  with  th.it  of  our  great  master,  but  every  one  of 
his  followers  throughout  the  civilized  world  knows  bis  name.  Nay, 
there  are  tbonsands  in  every  land,  thousands  who  are  not  physicians, 
opou  whoso  lips  tbe  name  of  Dr.  Hering  is  as  familiar  as  a  bonsebold 
word.  We  cunnot  say  bow  many  volumes  his  spirited  writings  wuuld 
fill,  nor  estimste  what  his  restless  pen  has  yielded  in  tbe  past  half 
century.  We  only  fairly  express  the  universal  conviction  when  we 
say  that  when  Hahnemann  ceased  in  bis  literary  labors,  none  con- 
tinued them  BO  effectually  and  with  such  untiring  zeal  and  unremitting 
indnatry  as  Dr.  Hering.  It  was  his  bioad  intellect  that  upheld  the 
heavy  end  of  tbe  new  school,  not  only  by  filling  physicians  with  in- 
spiration, but  OS  the  stanchest  of  pioneers,  who  carried  the  safer, 
speedier,  and  gentler  method  of  healing  among  tbe  people.  It  was 
Dr.  Hering  who  early  recognized  tbe  truth  that  a  science  is  no  leas  m 
science,  and  art  no  less  an  art,  for  being  fitted  for  tbe  hands  of  tbe 
people ;  that  the  true  test  of  the  greatncas  of  a  principle  is,  that  it 
B  the  property  of  all  and  capable  of  being  understood  by  all. 
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In  this  aenw,  HertDg's  Domeatic  Phytidan  bas  exerted  sa  influence 
equalled  by  Tew  bookst 

May  its  antlior  live  to  etijoy  for  maoy  years  the  fntita  of  his  labors ! 
liet  not  the  readers  of  these  hamble  lines  misinterpret  this  common- 
place expression.  Few  men  bare  ever  lived,  who,  like  Constantin 
Hering,  gave  themselves  wbvlly  and  nnreserredly  away,  and  remain 
the  richer  for  their  giving.  Without  formal  and  preconcerted  action, 
we  do  not  hesitate  to  congratulate  Dr.  Hering  in  tbe  name  of  every 
disciple  of  UabneuisDD  in  Nev  England. 

DR.  BERING'S  SEUI-GENTENNIAL. 

TBB  COHFLIHENTART  BAKQOET. 

On  the  evening  of  the  23d  the  bomceopathlc  physicians  of  Pbiladel- 
pbia  tendered  to  Dr.  Hering  tbe  compliment  of  a  banquet  at  tbe  Union 
Le^ue  House  in  commemoration  of  the  completion  of  the  flflieth  year 
of  bis  professional  life.  About  sixty  gentlemen  participated  in  tbis 
pleasant  affair,  including  a  delegation  of  prominent  members  of 
tbe  Faculty  of  the  New  York  Humceopatliic  College.  Among  tbe 
Invited  gnesls  present  were  Drs.  Henry  Detwiller,  of  Eaeton,  Pa.,  C. 
Dunham,  J.  W.  Dowling,  S.  P.  Burdick,  S.  Lilienthal,  of  Now  York, 
Dr.  P.  P.  Wells,  <if  Brooklyn. 

A  abort  speech  wm  made  by  Dr.  R.  J.  McClatchey,  tenrlering  the 
banquet  to  Dr.  Hering  in  bebalf  of  the  physicans  of  Pliiladelphia. 

Alter  an  hour  or  two  spent  in  the  discussion  of  a  handsome  Union 
League  supper,  the  company  was  called  to  order  by  Dr.  J.  C.  Gruem- 
eey,  wtw  introduced  Dr.  J.  K.  Lee,  of  West  Philadelphia,  who  In  a 
lirief  speech  pre^iented  to  Dr.  Hering  an  el^autly  engroswd  and 
finunud  testimonial  of  the  bccasion,  expressive  of  the  respect  and 
««tteem  of  his  professional  brethren. 

"  TESTIHOKIAL. 

"To our  revered  and  beloved  Colleague, Coitstantin  HESiiro,  who, 
having  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicinc'from  the  University 
of  Wurzbnrg,  March  23,  1826,  to-day,  by  the  favor  of  Heaven,  wit- 
nesses the  FiFTiETa  Anhivbrsarv  of  that  occasion,  we,  the  Homos')- 
pnihic  Physicians  of  Pliiladeiphiu,  in  mass  miseting  assemble  1,  offer 
our  affectionate  oonirratiilati'lns  and  j^ood  wishes. 

"To  bis  excepiiona!  intellectual  ahility,  untiring  industry,  broad 
culture,  and  liberal  spirit,  Homteopathy  pre-eminently  owes  ber  firm 
establishmeut  and  vigorous  growth  in  America.  The  year  of  bis  Jubi- 
loe  finds  him  still  occupied  in  the  aanae  spirit  in  labors  for  tbe  same 
end. 

"  Parsing  in  review  tbe  forty-three  years  of  his  fellow-citizenship 
with  us,  we  regard  with  grateful  admiration  his  labors  in  the  broad  Hold 
of  acienoe,  bis  unselflsli  devotion  to  the  advancement  of  the  art  of 
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Heauko,  bis  generooB  demeanor  towards  his  fellow-workers,  aod  rtie 

pare  record  of  bis  spolless  life.  • 

"  May  a  kind  Providence  long  spare  him  to  a  profession  wbicb  be 

honors  and  to  colleagues  in  whose  hearts  be  ia  cheriabed. 
Jacob  Jeahbs,  M.D.,  V 
Ana.  W.Koch,  M.D.,  J 
C.  Netohabd,  M.D.,  { i-i„__.-(t— 

H.  N.  GuKRNSET,  M.D.,        CommOto. 
C.  6.  Bade,  M.D..  \ 

Bicu'p  Gabdnbb,  M.D  ,     / 

Attest ; 

A.  R.  Thomas,  M.D.,  Pre*. 

B.  J.  McCuTCBET,  M.D.,  iSec." 

Letters  of  regret  were  then  reud  by  Dr.  J,  C.  Guernsey,  Master  of 
CereiDonifS  and  Toast-master  of  the  evening,  from  Drs.  John  F.  Gray, 
of  New  York,  and  John  Romig,  of  AUenlonn. 

Prof.  John  W.  Dowliag,  Dean  of  the  N.  Y.  HomcBopathio  Medical 
College,  then  presented  Dr.  Hering  with  an  honorary  degree  fiom  that 
college. 

Prof.  A.  R.  Thomas,  Dean  of  the  Hahnemann  Medical  Collie  of 
Philadelphia,  presented  Dr.  Hering  with  the  honorary  degree  of  that 
colle)[e. 

In  response  to  toasts,  brief  addresses  were  delivered  by  Dr.  P.  P. 
Wells,  of  Brooklyn ;  Dr.  H.  N.  Guernsey,  of  Philadelphia  t  Dr.  C. 
Dunham,  of  New  York ;  Dr.  Gause  and  Francis  Wells. 

ReMAKKS   of  Db.    GnEBMSBT. 

Dr.  H,  N,  Gnernsey's  response  to  the  toast  "  Homowtpathy  "  was 
as  follows:  — 6'«iti«iKen,*  It  is  with  feelings  of  veneration  that  I  rise 
to  respond  to  the  toast  "HomceopatUy,"  —  that  cause  for  which  oar 
disiingoiBhed  colleague,  Dr.C.  Hering,  in  honor  of  whose  jubilsan  we 
have  assembled  to-night,  has  devoted  bo  much  of  his  life-time,  so  roucb 
of  the  severest  labor,  mental  and  physical,  and  for  the  iidvancemfufc 
of  which  be  has  accomplished  so  much,  that  his  name  must  be  co-iden- 
tical with  the  science  for  all  coming  time. 

All  diseases  are  morbid  effects  of  disordered  dynamic  forces,  and 
to  cure  such  an  effect  we  must  seek  a  dynamic  force  fhjm  the  medical 
kingdom,  whose  subtilty  in  degree  and  quality  equula  tlte  aubtilty  in 
degree  and  quality  of  that  dynamic  force  producing  the  disease. 

This  science,  based  upon  the  law  "  Similia  stmilibus  curantor,"  Is  as 
true  as  the  Bible.  Ii  comes  fiom  the  some  soaice,  and  must  ever 
shine  as  the  great  beacun-light  in  medical  science,  as  the  Bible  is  the 
great  beaoon-ligbt  in  the  science  of  theology  ;  it  must  ever  continue  to 
heal  more  and  more  the  sufferings  of  the  human  race  as  we  come  more 
and  more  under  its  real  influence  ;  it  must  ever  and  ever  continue  to 
OverLUme  all  other  metliods  of  medicul  practice  until  Homuiopaiby 
reigns  supreme  ss  the  grand  and  only  law  of  cure  for  all  manner  of 
diseases  in  all  varieties  of  living  creatures. 
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Reuabks  of  Db.  D0MH1.H. 

Dr.  C.  Danbam,  of  New  York,  responded  to  the  toBflt  "  Visiting 
FrJends,"  as  follows  1 —  GetUUmen  of  Philadelphia:  An  invitation  to 
Pbtladelpliia,  the  Mecca  of  American  Medicine  and  especially  of 
American  Homceopathio  Medicine,  could  not  fail  to  meet  a  cordial 
reeponiie  from  every  homcBopathic  physician.  An  invitation  fh>m  ao 
DomerouB  a  body  of  our  colleagues,  representing  so  worthily  our 
schools,  our  literature,  and  our  pi'css,  ami  on  an  occasioa  so  inter- 
esting as  the  celebration  of  the  juiiilee  of  our  venerated  colleague,  Dr 
Mi'ring,  so  loaches  us  that  I  am  sure  I  utter  the  sentiments  of  all  of 
my  associates  when  I  thank  you,  in  their  name  anil  mv  own,  with  my 
whole  heart,  for  this  opportunity  to  unite  with  you  in  your  graceful 
testimoni^d  of  homage  and  love  to  our  honored  friend. 

If  the  opportunity  has  been  as  great  as  your  large-hearted  hospi- 
tality, and  could  have  embraced  the  wide  expiuise  of  our  country, 
these  walls  could  not  have  contained  the  legion  of  those  who  would 
have  come  up  hither  to  honor  tbemselvus  by  honoring  yonr  venerable 
gacst. 

Gentlemen,  this  banquet,  which  your  hospitality  and  good  tast« 
have  crowded  with  viands  from  the  end  of  the  earth,  and  decorated 
with  fluwcrs  of  every  variety  of  loveliuedS  and  fragrance,  constrains 
me  to  speak  of  the  banquet  at  which  our  ft-iend  Dr.  Hering  has  been 
entertsining  us  all,  and  all  of  our  school  in  every  part  of  the  world, 
for  a  far  longer  time  than  my  personal  memory  can  recall. 

For  forty  years  the  feast  of  reason  has  been  spreaii  in  his  study. 
The  bill  of  fare,  in  our  Kiigliali  and  in  his  native  German,  has  been 
widely  distributed.  The  strong  meat  of  scientific  reasoning,  the 
choicest  fruits  of  kQ[>D  and  sagacious  observation,  the  wine  of  a  cheer- 
tal,  hopeful  confidence  in  the  unity  and  conaisteocy  of  natural  law, 
the  salt  and  spices  of  a  pungent  wit  and  a  wholesome  satire,  the  milk 
of  human  kindness,  and  the  flowers  of  poesy  have  loaded  the  table,  at 
which  every  student  has  met  with  a  princely  welcome,  the  only  con- 
dition being  that  he  should  be  huugry  and  i/iou.d  eat. 

Twenty-eight  years  have  passed  sinoe  I,  a  bun^jry  student,  knocked 
at  Dr.  HeHng's  door,  asking  for  mental  food,  and  daring  to  expect  at 
best  a  crust  or  a  sonp-tJcket,  directing  me  to  some  college.  I  was 
welcomed  to  hie  festive  board,  and  there  1  have  feasted  ever  since. 

There  is  this  peculiarity  about  his  banquet,  —  that,  wherpas,  her*, 
what  was  order  an  hour  ago  is  now  confusion  and  a  mass  of  debrU, 
his  table,  spread  for  forty  years,  is  now  fiiller  and  richer  than  ever, 
though  so  many  have  partaken  of  his  cheer  I  Nay,  he  has  assured  me 
that  though  guests  toroe  lean  and  hungry,  as  I  did,  and  take  their  fill, 
as  I  did,  yet  they  rather  add  to  than  diminish  his  store. 

To  one  thing  I  know  they  add,  —  to  the  blessed  consciousness  of 
having  done  great  good,  of  having  made  the  rough  paths  smooth  for 
multitudes  of  bis  colleagues,  and,  through  them,  to  multitudes  of  the 
people,  —  a  consciousness,  which,  under  whatever  tiials,  must  gladden 
these  years  of  our  dear  friend's  life  1 
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At  a  time  wheD  many  men  give  up  their  labors.  Dr.  Hiring  is 
crowding  bis  table  wiiti  cboicer  viiiDda  than  tie  has  ever  offered  us; 
and  his  welcome  is  stilt  extended  aa  heutily  as  ever  to  those  wbo 
hunger  for  knowledge. 

Gratefully  acknowledging  the  conrtesv  of  your  entertainment,  we 
ntter  our  fervent  gratitude  to  him  in  whose  honor  you  give  it,  and 
pray  for  hia  health  and  welfare  among  you  in  the  many  jeara  which 
we  hope  are  Btill  in  store  for  him. 

Buuexs  OF  Mb.  Wslls. 

Mr.  Francis  Wells,  in  response  to  the  toast,  "  The  Press,"  referred 
to  Dr.  Hering's  career  as  that  of  a  man  who  had  pursued  a  single 
abstract  principle  for  half  a  century  with  extraordinary  devoiton  and 
success,  winning  for  himself  the  degree  of  facile  princepi  in  bis  pro- 
fession in  Amtrica.  Mr.  Wells  then  alluded  to  the  impoverished  con- 
dition of  the  Hom(BopaUiic  Hospital  in  this  city,  and  called  upon 
tliose  present  to  signalize  Dr.  Hering's  semi-centennial  year  by  a  vig- 
orous and  united  etfoit  to  put  it  upon  a  footing  worttiy  of  tlieir  pro- 
fession. A  lively  debate  sprung  up  at  this  suggestion,  which  was 
participated  in  liy  Dra.  Dowling,  Dunham,  Wells,  and  Lilienthal,  of 
New  York,  the  general  expression,  in  which  Dr.  Heriiig  heartily 
Joined,  being  in  strong  approval  of  the  suggestion. 

The  company  broke  up  at  a  lute,  or  raiher  early  hour,  after  a  very 
dolightful  and  interesting  evening. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  same  day  Dr.  Bering  had  received  his 
friends  at  his  own  house,  and  on  that  occasion  Dr.  John  V.  Gray,  or 
New  York,  in  an  admirable  address,  congratulated  him,  and  expressed 
the  esteem  and  good-will  of  all  his  colleugues,  for  him,  our  chief. 

Dr  Gray's  jubilfe  occurred  ob  March  iO,  aod  the  occasion  of  his 
presence  at  Dr.  Hering's  celebration  was  seized  to  present  him  with 
the  diplomas  of  the  University  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  of  all 
the  homcBoputhic  colleges,  which  had  been  conferred  on  bin)  as  well 
as  on  Dr.  Uerimg. 


DR.  JOHN  FRANKLIN  GRAY'S  FIFTIETH  ANSIVKBSARY 
OF  GRADUATION. 

Db.  GRAi'i  "  Golden  Anniversary  "  of  the  doctorate  was  celebrate<l 
Id  New  York  ou  March  29, 1876,  he  having  graduated  from  the  New 
York  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  on  March  29,  1826. 

A  hundred  or  more  of  the  most  prominent  members  of  our  school  from 
New  York  and  vicinity  assembled  at  Dr-  Gray's  rooms  in  Fiftli  Ave- 
nue  Hotel,  and  having  given  warm  greetings,  presented,  by  the  hand 
of  Dr.  J.  A.  McVickar,  an  address  expressive  of  most  cordial  aud 
JViendly  feeling,  and  tearing  the  signature  of  all  preseut.     CongraUi- 
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latoiy  letters  were  presented  from  maDy  who  were  nnable  to  be 
present,  bat  who  Learlily  Joined  in  expresaions  of  deepest  respect  and 
re^jard  for  one  who  was  almost  the  pioneer  of  Homoeopath}'  in  th«  New 
World,  and  who  for  nearly  a  half  century  has  been  its  stalwart 
defender  and  supporter.  Oa  the  23d  of  March,  at  Philadelphia,  on 
the  occasion  of  his  preeenling  honorary  degrees  tu  Dr.  tiering,  Dr. 
Gray  himself  received  similar  linnors  from  Boston  University,  the 
University  of  the  t>tate  of  New  Torli,  and  from  all  tbe  medical  col- 
leges of  on'r  school  in  this  conntry.  —  »  combination  of  testimonials  of 
respect  and  professional  worth  which  has  never  before  been  awarded 
to  any  physician. 

Besides  Dr.  Gray,  the  only  surviving  member  of  the  Class  of  1626  is 
Dr.  L.  Hallock,  of  New  York,  who,  in  the  midst  of  the  cordial  saluta- 
tions, was  himself  suriirised  by  receiving  fhtm  the  hand  of  Dr.  Gray 
an  honorary  degree  from  the  New  Tork  Homoeopathic  Medical  Col- 
lege  This  surprise  from  his  former  classmate  and  life-Ioiig  friend  was 
gracefully  acknowledged  by  Dr.  Hallock  by  feeling  and  appropriate 
remarks. 

After  some  time  spent  in  cordial  and  informal  discourse,  the  com- 
pany were  invited  to  well-BUed  tables,  which  by  reSex  action  upon  the 
brain  through  the  gustatory  nerve,  wakened  the  memories  and  loosened 
tiie  tongues  of  the  guests,  and  from  several  of  tJie  "  veterans"  came 
most  interesting  reminiscences  of  tbe  early  days  when  Homoopathy 
was  getting  its  first  foothold  on  this  couiiuent,  and,  aided  by  Gram 
and  Gray,  and  their  associates,  Wilson,  Channing,  Hull,  and  others, 
was  fighting  for  toleratl>n  and  a  chance  to  live.  Altogether  the  even- 
ing was  a  memorable  one  to  all  who  were  fortunate  enough  to  be 
present. 

Tbe  practice  of  conferring  the  honoragr  degree  on  such  as  have 
worthily  held  the  doctorate  for  fifty  years  is  quite  common  in  Germany, 
and  the  centennial  is  a  very  fitting  year  to  introduce  this  custom  here. 
Moreover,  It  would  be  difilcult  to  find  two  more  appropriate  persons  on 
whom  to  confer  such  honors  than  Dr.  John  Framklin  Ghat  and  Dr. 

COMSTANTIK  HeRIKQ. 


MASSACHUSETTS  HOMCEOPATHIC   HOSPITAL. 

Tnis  building  is  rapidly  approaching  completion,  and  we  hope,  in 

our  May  number,  to  give  a  full  description  and  engraving  of  it.    It 

will   contain   about   fifty  beds,  and  be   ready  for  occupancy  on  ths 

1st  of  May. 
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On  Saturday,  March  2fi,  the  Ladiea'  Aid  AssuciatloD  met  and  ar- 
ranged for  a.  coffee  party  and  reunion  of  the  friends  of  the  Hospital, 
nil  Thiireday  evening,  April  20,  in  the  new  building  on  East  Concord 
Vai'ious  committees  were  appointed  to  liave  charge  of  the 
Music,  refreshments,  and  dancing  will  add  to  the  pleasure 
■eanion,  which  will  attract  many  of  the  friends  of  this  fnstitu- 
(fotwitbstaiiding  the  severe  storm,  this  preliminnry  meeting 
fK\j  attended.    This  Hospital  appeals  strongly  to  the  bomcBO- 
ibysiciauB  of  New  England  for  their  hearty  support  and  aid. 


OSTON  UNIVERSITY  SCHOOL  OF  MEDICINE, 
lummer  term  of  this  school  opened  ou  Monday,  March  18, 
ith  a  large  class,  and  many  new  additions  to  the  sobool.  The 
licb  closes  the  last  of  June,  is  devoted  to  recitations  and  read- 
ier the  direction  of  the  professors,  interspersed  with  lectures 
iided  in  the  winter  course,  and  many  demonstrations,  clinics, 
Jtical  illustrations.  Medical  Chemistry  will  be  taught  in  the 
ry,  where  each  student  will  familiarize  himself  with  those 
i  manipulations  required  in  the  daily  practice  of  tbe  physi- 
'his  can  be  done  better  in  tbe  summer  term  than  iu  the  winter 
'e  season.  This  practical  stndy  will  soon  become  an  essential 
atlon  in  tbis  school,  tbe  standard  of  which  will  be  raised  higher 
b  snooeeding  year. 


lincinnati  Medical  Adoance  will  issne  a  special  ocnteonUI 
for  May,  1876.  It  will  contain  some  elegant  illostrations, 
irigina]  poem  bytb«  editor,  entitled  "  Tbe  Romance  of  a  Poor 
)oclor." 


LIST  OF  GRADUATES 
rvEMTr-EioBTH  Anndal  Gouuehckhemt  of  The  HAHnsiiAinf 

<AL    COLLKGE  OP    PhILADELPBIA,   HELD   AT  THE  ACADBMT  OF 

,  Mabch  9,  1876. 

Regular  Degree. 
9,  George  S.,  Maynard,  Mass.;  Bishop,  Frank  A,  Medina, 
Borden,  George  F.,  West  Farmingham,  N.  Y.;  Bruce,  Wil 
Philadelphia,  Pa. ;  Buck,  Michael  J.,  M.D.,  CarroUton,  Pa. ; 
'rancia T.,  Frederick,  Md, ;  Chew,  Edmund,  Mantua,  N.  J.; 
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Coleman,  Francis  D.,  Portlaod.,  Me. ;  Canningham,  Wniiam,  East 
SagiDavr,  Mich. ;  Deardorff.  Jacob  H.,  Dillsbnrg,  Pa.;  Dehoif,  John 
W,.  Uanohcster,  Md. ;  Diehl,  Howard  L ,  Lattlestown,  Pa. ;  Dinsmore, 
S.  W.  Scott,  Panxiitawoey,  Pa.-;  Dungan,  Geoi^e  W.,  Gennantown, 
Pt. ;  Earie,  Frank  H.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. ;  Eden,  Samael,  Coateaville, 
Pa. ;  Felch,  Albert  H.,  Caslile,  N.  Y. ;  Fellows,  William  E.,  Athens, 
Me. ;  Frantz,  Jacob  P.,  Wilmiuj;U>n.  Del. ;  Gale,  George  G..  Quebec, 
Canada;  Gardiner,  George  W.,  Frankford,  Pa. ;  Gilbert,  Charles  B., 
Batb.  Me. ;  Gtidden,  Charin  H.,  Craflabury,  Vt. ;  Glover,  William  A., 
Woodbury,  N.  J. ;  Griffith,  Horace  G.,  Manayank,  Pa. ;  Hall,  Charlea 
H.,  Madison,  Wis. ;  Hathaway,  Wm.  E.,  Tioga,  N.  Y. ;  Hetrick, 
Jacob  A.  W.,  Lancaster,  Pa. ;  laett,  Joseph  F.,  Hamburg,  Pa. ;  Kel- 
ley, Lewis  E.,  Magnolia,  Iowa;  Kirkpatrick,  Horace  B..  Burlington, 
N.  J. ;  Lane,  Charles  F.,  Lowell,  Mass. ;  Lovett,  AlfVed  A.,  Oxford, 
Ohio;  MansoD,  C.  Franklin,  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  Martin,  Alden  E., 
Phliadelpliia,  Pa.;  McGranagban,  William  H.,  Jr.,  Maysville,  Ky. ; 
Mifflin,  Robert  W;.  Columbia,  Fa. ;  Moat,  Wm.  S.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  j 
Nichols,  William  S.,  Faribaull,  Minn.;  Nogueira,  Diego  P.,  Brazil, 
Sa  A. ;  Parke,  George  F.,  Westmori'land,  N.  Y. ;  Rockafellow,  Lav- 
ergne  L.,  Wai-aaw,  N.  Y. ;  Saylor.  George  W.,  M.D.,  Schuj  Ikill  Haven, 
Pa.;  Sharp,  Edgar  B.,  Berlin,  N.  Y.  ;  Shoemaker,  Wm.  L.,  Philadel- 
phia, Pa.;  Smith,  Charles  H.,  Frankford,  Pa. ;  Smith,  George  W., 
Philadelphia,  Pa. ;  Smith,  Lintiseus  A.,  Sylvania,  Pa. ;  Swan,  Frank 
S.,  Phelps,  N.  Y. ;  Williamson,  Alouzo  P.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. ;  Wiest, 
Harry  G.,  Minereville,  Pa.;  Wadsworth,  Robert,  Warsaw,  N.  T.; 
Wnrlz,  Joho  B.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Special  Peyree. 
Dr.  Frederick  Brnns,  Athol,  Mass. 

Honorary  Degree. 

Constantin  Bering,  M.D.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  John  P.  Gray, 
M.D,  New  York;  Dr.  Joshua  Matthew  Cowell,  Sbortland,  New 
Zealand. 

Total,  fifty-seven. 

Pritea. 

First  prize,  gold  medal,  awarded  to  George  S.  Adams,  Masaacha- 
Betta  ;  second  prize,  silver  medal,  awarded  to  Francis  T.  Burck,  Hary- 
laad;  third  prize,  bronze  medal,  awarded  to  Frank  A.  Bishop,  New 
York ;  Prof.  Thomas's  prize  for  best  dissection,  a  case  of  surgical 
instrnments,  to  Horace  G.  Grilflth,  Pennsylvania. 

Thb  Nbw  Yore  Ophthalmic  HosprtAL  fob  Ets  akd  Eab,  corner 
Sd  Avenue  and  23d  Street.  Report  for  the  month  ending  Feb.  29, 
1876:  Number  of  prescriptions,  2,4»8;  number  of  new  patients, 
2S8 ;  number  of  patients  reaident  in  the  hospital,  35  ;  average  daily 
attendance,  102  ;  largest  daily  attendance,  164>. 

ALFRED   WANSTALL.  M.D., 

Heaident  Surgeon. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Boston,  March  28,  1876. 
Editob  op  the  Gazette  ; 

Dear  Sir, —  In  looking  through  the  United  StateB  Medical  InDcalt- 
gfitor  of  March  t ,  I  found  tiie  qaeetione  propounded  to  the  gradnating 
class  of  Hiihnemann  Medical  College,  and  was  particularly  atrucic 
with  the  examination  in  Materia  Mcdica. 

With  the  exception  of  that  pnrt  which  includes  the  new  remedies, 
the  examination  was  conducteii  on  the  so-called  "  key-note  "  syatem. 
Kow  it  seems  to  me  that  such  "key-notes"  are  not  safe  guiHes  for 
preecribing  remedies :  a  man,  with  these  points  in  his  mind,  is  exceed- 
ingly prone  to  disregard  all  other  indications,  provided  he  can  obtain 
one  of  tliese  peculiar  symploms.  Further,  it  docs  not  always  follow, 
as  the  advocates  of  this  method  of  prescribing  atSrni.  that  if  (liese 
"  key-notes  "  are  present  all  the  other  symptoms  trill  correspond  with 
thh  or  that  drog. 

I  think,  moreover,  that  snch  things  should  not  be  r^arded  as  keg- 
voles,  bat  I  fully  agree  with  the  deQnition  of  what  really  consiitutes 
a  kev-note,  given  by  one  of  the  professors  of  the  Boston  School,  as 
follows :  "  The  only  thing  worthy  the  name  of  a- key-note  is  a  symp- 
tom, or  still  better  a  gruup  of  symptoms,  always  produced  by  a  dnig 
in  pmving,  and  frequently  known  to  have  been  relieved  by  the  same." 

Such  a  plan  sa  the  one  above  ts  neither  rational  nor  scientific,  nor 
is  it  in  accordance  with  the  teachings  of  Hahnemann ;  for  he  insisted 
upon  the  necessity  of  prescribing  according  to  the  totalUy  of  the 
symptoms. 

If  you  will  allow  a  snggestton,!  think  it  would  be  an  excellent  plan 
to  publish  the  list  of  questiims  which  the  recent  graduates  of  the  Bos- 
ton School  were  obliged  to  answer.  Judging  from  those  which  1  have 
acen,  1  think  they  will  compare  favorably  with  those  of  the  Hahnemann 
or  any  other  college  in  the  coantry. 

1  take  the  liberty  of  sending  the  questions  in  Materia  Medica,  a 
copy  of  which  was  given  me  by  one  ot  the  class  of  1876,  of  the  Boston 
Sdiool :  — 

1.  What  do  yon  know  of  the  principles  of  Homoeopathv  and  of  its 
historical  development?  What  are  its  leading  principles?  Why  is 
the  Galenic  law  "  Contraiia  contrariis  "  objectionable,  and  what  is  its 
relation  to  the  dose? 

2.  What  are  the  principal  clinical  uses  of  Conium  maculatum? 

3.  State  the  pathogenetic  action  of  Cicnta  on  the  cerebro-spinal 
axis !  eliaracter  of  the  convulsions  ? 

4.  For  what  mental  disturbances,  and  on  what  special  indications 
are  Coccnius  and  Nux  Vomica  employed? 

&.  Compare  the  delirimu  and  soporific  sleep  of  Belladonna  md 
Uyoscyamus. 
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6.  WTiat  are  the  cli&racteriatic  effects  of  Mercury,  in  poisonoDS 
(loses,  eapeually  on  tlie  skin  and  mucous  membranes? 

7.  State  the  leading  Indications  for  the  use  of  Muriatic  Acid  in 
fevers, 

8.  Wliat  are  the  effects  of  material  doses  of  Opium  upon  the 
braiuj  the  pupils,  and  the  organs  of  secretion  and  excretion? 

9.  What  remedies  would  be  thought  of  in  acute  cardiac  rbenma- 
tism? 

10.     What  remedy  in  the  following  case? 

Patient  lias  periodical  or  daily  attacks  of  violent,  coustrictive  pain 
in  the  region  of  the  left  false  ribs,  with  twisting,  cutting  pains  in  the 
ahdomen,  from  which  he  writhes,  kneels  in  bed,  or  bends  double,  with 
the  thighs  flesed  on  the  pelvis  ;  inleslincs  feel  bruised  ;  abdomen  sen- 
sitive to  contact;  food  and  drink  taste  bitter;  partial  amelioration 
fiom  Coffee.  I'ain  may  leave  the  abdomen  ;  if  so,  the  chest  is  seizeil 
with  excession  constriction  ;  pulse  small  and  irregular;  surface  drips 
with  cold  sweat ;  uantterable  anxiety.  A. 


REVIEWS  AND  NOTICES  OF  BOOKS. 


VBooknicDttDTm:  QAamKtotooUee  wtll,  atta  ibimUs  oimliiattoii  ud  criUidnn,  h* 
pRHfiu^  to  Uw  CoU^*  LIb[U7,  when  Ihej  will  ba  mccsHlbIa  to  Iha  profaadoD  under  Ih*  nils* 
of  the  Ubrmrf. 


Tas  Mbdical  Use  of  Alcohol  and  Stiiiulants  for  Wohbn.  Ky 
Jaroes  Edmunds,  M.D.  New  York :  National  Temperance  Society 
and  Publication  House. 

A  series  of  three  addresses  delirered  in  Association  Hatl,  New 
York,  upon  invitation  of  the  National  Temperance  Society.  The 
author  shows  that  the  use  of  alcohol,  either  as  a  beverage  or  other- 
wise, is  not  a  question  of  moral  wrong  but  of  physiological  wroig, 
Whether  we  drink  malt  liquors,  wines,  or  spirits  is  immaterial :  the 
poisonous  principle  is  one  und  the  same  in  all.  He  endeavors  to 
prove,  by  citing  experiments  on  animals  and  by  the  intoxicated  state 
in  man,  that  it  is  a  poison,  and  that  its  effect  is  to  paralyze  and 
fltnpety ;  whence  he  gives  it  as  his  own  opinion  that  in  any  form  or 
dose  it  has  more  or  less  of  this  action.  Upon  this  point  he  tiius  con- 
cludes :  *- 1  merely  say  this :  that  down  to  the  point  in  which  a  man 
takes  what  is  called  ■  more  than  he  uan  carry,'  Uie  effects  of  alcohol 
are  nndouiitedly  those  of  a  narcotic,  of  a  paralvzer,  a  atupcfier  ;  and 
I  say  to  you  that,  until  you  have  some  reason  to  assume  the  oontrnry, 
yon  ore  bound  lo  ansume  tliat  the  other  anti  lesser  efiect  is  sn  effi  ct 
of  the  snme  kind  and  varying  only  in  diigrec."  He  then  takes  up 
the  question  as  to  whether  it  i^  a  food  or  not.  He  defines  food  as 
'■'■  that  substance  which,  being  innocent  in  relation  to  the  tissues  of 
the  body,  being  easily  digestible  and  absorbabto  into  the  blood,  if< 
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capable  of  being  oxydized  in  the  body  and  giving  up  to  it  forcea 
wLicL  the  body  will  afterwards  expend  in  its  actioa."  As  r^ards 
alcohol  fuiflUiDg  these  condition  he  shows  that  medical  science  is 
nnable  to  give  an  absolute  verdict. 

Under  "  Stimulants  for  Women,"  he  treats  principally  of  the  use  of 
malt  liquors  and  wines  with  nursing  women  for  the  purpose  of 
strengthening  and  aasistiog  in  the  supply  of  milk.  The  autbw  does 
not  tUink  these  drinks  do  this,  and  recommends  in  their  stead  plenty 
of  good  milk  thickened  with  a  little  barley  or  oatmeat.  The 
addresses  are  worthy  a  careful  perasal. 

On   Otabiam  Dbopst  asd  Ascrrss :  Tbeir   DiAOMOSts   Am  Treat- 

HEHT.    Also  on  Pbolafsis  op  the  Uterus.      Bj'  Richard  Epps, 

M.D.    (CI.)-    London:    Simpkin,  Marshall  &   Co.,   Paternoster 

Row. 

This  book  contains  in  a  condensed  form  much  that  is  valuable 
on  the  pathology  of  ovarian  tumors,  and  on  the  differential  diagnosis 
between  them  and  other  conditions  liable  to  be  mistaken  for  tbem 

The  authors  condemns  the  Jndt  scrim  in  ale  performance  of  ovariotomy 
on  account  of  the  great  risk,  and  also  because  in  cases  where  the  tumor 
is  successfully  removed,  there  is  often  but  very  little  benefit  obtained. 
He  recommends  the  use  of  the  pneumatic  aspirator,  and  reports  many 
happy  results. 

The  suggesUoD  is  certainly  worthy  of  the  careful  consideration  of 
surgeons. 

On  the  subject  of  prolapse  of  the  uterus,  the  author  considers  the 
main  forms  of  p<>Bsaries,  and  gives  bis  preference  to  those  which  get 
their  basis  of  support  external  to  the  body. 

The  book  is  a  convenient  little  manual.  h.  a.  o. 

Ortuop^dia  ;  or,  A  Frachcal  Treathe  ok  the  Aberrations  or 
THE  Hduan  Form.  By  James  Knight,  M.D.  New  York:  Q.  P. 
Putnam  &  Sons. 

Under  this  title  the  author  treats  not  only  the  deformities  of 
chilitren,  but  also  those  of  adults,  and  many  other  affections  which 
hardly  come  under  the  head  of  deformities. 

The  book,  inasmuch  as  it  gives  the  personal  experience  of  the 
writer,  baa  some  value,  bnt  we  cannot  recommend  it  aa  India pensalile, 
since  it  contains  very  little  which  cannot  be  found  in  the  standard 
works  on  surgery,  unless  it  is  the  medicinal  treatment  and  the  mechan- 
ical appliances :  the  former  would  be  of  no  use  to  the  homieopatbic 
practitioner,  and  the  latter  appear  to  have  very  little,  if  any,  advan- 
tage over  those  in  common  use  among  ortbopedieta. 

BOOKS  AND  PAMPHLETS  RECEIVED. 

HOIKEOPATBT  IN  THE  LlGBT  Of  COUHON  SeHSE  AND  MoDERH  SCI- 
ENCE. 2d  ed.  By  D.  Dyco  Brown,  M.A.,  M.D.  London:  Long- 
mans dtCo. 
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HOKCEOPATHT  IN  ItS  RELATION  TO   DiSEABBS  OP   FeHALESi  OK  GtHA:- 

coLoor.     By  Thomas  Krimer,  M.D.,  Liverpool,  G.  B.    Liverpool : 
Adam  Holden.    1875. 

A  Treatise  on  SmtoERr:  Its  Principles  akd  Practice.  By  T. 
Holmes,  M.A.,  Canteo  Surgeon  lo  St.  George's  Hospital.  Phlla. : 
Henry  C.  Lea.    1876. 


ITEMS  AND  EXTRACTS. 


On  Apoplext  Froh  Miliart  Aneurisms,  —  The  views  advanceii 
a  few  years  ago  by  Charcot  and  Boncbard,  and  which  were  confirmed 
io  Germany  by  Zenker,  viz.  that  spontaneous  apoplexy  of  the  brain 
depends  on  the  bnrsting  of  small  "  miliary  "  aueuriams,  bas  recently 
received  the  support  of  M.  Roth,  who  has  based  his  eonclusiona  on 
eight  post-mortem  examinations.  These  aneurisms  never  exceed  the 
size  of  a  pin's  bead,  and  are  often  strung  along  on  the  vessels  in  great 
numbers,  something  like  beads. 

They  oi-cnr  most  fVequently  In  the  corpus  striatnm,  including  the 
nucleus  lentiformls  and  in  the  thalamus  opticus,  next  in  frequency  in 
the  cortical  part  of  the  cerebrnm,  nest  in  the  me naencep baton  ami 
gray  substance  of  the  cerebellum,  but  very  seldom  in  the  white  snb- 
staiice  of  the  cerebrum  or  cere1>ellum. 

Spontaneous  recovery  by  thickening  of  the  intima  sometimes  oc- 
curs, and  ordinarily  followH  a  rupture  which  does  not  involve  the 
whole  wall  of  the  vessel,  or  only  determines  ihe  efluslon  of  a  small 
amount  of  blood,  but  which  frequently,  and,  indeed,  most  frequently 
In  the  corpus  striatum  and  oplic  thalamus,  occasions  abundant  hemor- 
rhages, in  the  miilst  of  which  the  aneurism  which  is  to  blame  is  not 
to  be  found,  but  only  the  place  of  rupture.  Increase  of  pressure  of 
the  blood  from  hypertrophy  of  the  left  ventricle,  without  valvular  in- 
sufficiency, is  a  frequent  but  not  constant  cause  of  this  development, 
and  can  be  anatomically  demonstrated. 

The  most  important  cause,  however,  consists  in  allerations  in  the 
walls  of  the  vessels,  the  origin  of  which  the  author  does  not  And,  as 
other  snlbors  do,  in  a  periarteritis  or  an  endarteritis,  but  in  a  state  of 
diffuse  cyliudrical  dilatation,  wiih  hypertrophy  of  the  wall  of  the 
artery  ;  and  this  condition  he  has  often  observed  in  advanced  uge  in 
the  arlery  of  the  fossa  of  Sylvius  and  its  branches  and  in  other  arteries 
of  the  body.  There  now  follows,  when  the  process  is  much  advanced, 
a  shrinking  of  the  media,  accompanied  in  some  coses  by  amyloid  de- 
generation of  the  muscular  coat.  Subsequently,  ss  a  result  of  this 
shrinking,  the  circumscribed  protrusions  occur,  and  not  until  this 
period  do  we  have  the  thickening  of  the  intima  or  adventitia,  conxti- 
tuting  endopen arteritis,  which  in  some  measure  compensates  for  the 
Bbriukage  of  the  median  coat.  — >  Ser/tn  ^^in.  Wbch. 
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Solar  Lioht  and  Its  Effects  os  Ldmatics.  —  Some  interesting 
experiments  m  the  treatmeni  of  lunatics  have  been  made  recently  by 
Dr.  Pooza,  director  of  an  asylam  at  Alessandria,  PiediDont  Having 
conceived  tbe  idea  that  solar  rays  miglit  exert  some  curative  power, 
-  he  communicated  wilh  t'atber  Seccbi,  of  Rome,  in  regard  to  ihe  matter. 
The  latter  encouraged  an  investigation,  and  suggosied  that  solar  light, 
filtered  through  violet-coloi'ed  gloss,  might  calm  the  nervous  excite- 
ment of  patients,  violet  having  a  depressing  influence.  He  ali^o  sug- 
gested ^that  Dr.  i'onza  should  perform  his  cxpejiments  in  rooms  the 
walls  of  which  are  painted  of  the  same  color  as  the  glass  panes  of  the 
windows,  which  sliould  be  as  numerous  as  possible,  in  order  to  favor 
the  action  of  solar  light,  so  that  it  may  be  admissible  at  any  hour  of 
tbe  day.  The  patients  should  pass  ihe  night  in  rooms  oriented  to  the 
east  and  the  south,  and  painted  and  glazi.'d  as  above.  Tbe  results,  as 
drscribed  in  a  French  midical  journal,  were  as  follows ;  — 

"  Dr.  Ponza,  following  tbe  instructions  of  the  learned  Jesuit,  pre- 
pared several  rooms  in  the  manner  described,  and  ki>pt  several 
patients  there  un  ler  obacrvaiion.  One  of  tbem,  affected  with  morbid 
taciturnity,  became  gay  and  affable  afler  tliree  hours'  stay  tu  a  red 
chamber;  another,  a  maniac,  who  refused  all  food,  ask c< I  for  some 
breakfast  after  having  stayed  twenty-four  hours  in  tbe  same  red 
chamber.  In  a  blue  one,  a  highly  excited  madman  with  a  straight 
waistcoat  on  was  kept  all  day ;  an  hour  after  he  appeared  much 
calmer.  The  action  of  blue  light  is  very  intense  on  the  optic  nerve, 
and  seems  to  cause  a  sort  of  oppression.  A  patient  was  made  to  pass 
the  night  in  a  violet  ebaraber;  on  the  following  day  he  begged  Dr. 
Ponza  to  send  him  home,  because  he  felt  himself  cured ;  an<l  indeed 
he  bas  been  well  ever  since.  Dr.  Ponza's  conclusions  from  his  exper- 
iments are  these:  'The  violet  ruys  arc,  of  all  otbers,  tboae  that 
possess  the  most  intense  electro-chemical  power  ;  tbe  red  light  is  also 
very  rich  in  caloriSc  rays  ;  blue  light,  on  the  contrary,  is  quite  devoid 
of  ibem  as  well  as  of  cbemlcal  and  electric  ones.  Its  beneScent  influ- 
enoe  is  hard  to  explain:  as  it  is  tbe  absolute  negation  of  all  excite- 
ment, it  succeeds  admirably  in  calming  the  furious  excitement  of 
maniacs." 

Plaktaoo  aud  Picric  Acid.  —  Plantngo  majora  is  invaluable  ia 
otalijia,  by  which  wo  understand  neuralgic  earache.  The  proving 
published  by  Dr.  P.  Humphreys,  of  this  city.  In  18?t,  is  one  of  the 
most  valuable  ever  given  to  the  profession,  and  I  am  gl.id  to  be  able 
to  confirm  tbe  associated  symptoms  of  tlie  ears  and  teeth.  In  a  very 
large  number  of  cases  seen  at  the  Ophthalmic  Hospital  Clinic,  otalgia 
ncuralgica,  associaled  with  odontalgia,  has  yielded,  with  magical 
promptitude,  to  Plantago.  In  tbe  proving,  the  puins  are  described  as 
darting,  running,  twinging,  sharp,  stabbing.  The  tri-facial  nerve 
seems  specially  selected.  One  prover  writes,  "  Along  the  course  of 
tbe  superior  branch  of  the  tri-facial  nerve,  etc." 

Picric  Acid  is  a  new  friend,  whose  acquaintance  every  practitioner 
will  do  well  to  cultivate.  It  will  bo  found  curative  in  otitiit  t^erita 
cirmmncripta  (furuucle).     In  the  proving,  this  condition  occurred  in 
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a  DQmber  of  tbe  prorers.  Mj  attention  was  called  to  Its  ralae  by  Dr. 
Clara  C.  Plimpton,  of  this  city,  wbo  obtained  prompt  relief  from  the 
abuve-mentiODed.  conditio  a  by  a  single  dose.  During  tlie  past  year, 
and  particularly  during  the  last  three  months,  I  have  bad  a  number  of 
•coufirmationa  of  tljis  remedy.  Furuncle  is  tbe  result  of  an  excess  or 
n  diminution  of  nutrition.  Picric  Acid  corresponds  to  diminished 
Ttutrition  ;  and  if  given  at  the  first  appearance  of  Aimncle,  it  aborts 
■the  process  at  once.  In  one  case  that  had  existed  three  weeks,  the 
effect  was  to  relieve  the  pain ;  and  the  tumors  (three)  ruptured,  but 
-evacuated  only  serum,  showing  no  signs  of  pus.  In  the  asthenic 
.patient.  Picric  Acid  will  take  first  rank  for  this  affection.  —  Dr. 
JloDGHTOM,  in  HomcEopathie  limes. 

Treathent  or  Hat  Fbter.  —  Relapses  of  hay  fever  will  happen 
quite  as  easy  as  a  fellow  may  break  his  leg  twice.  But  I  challenge  a 
fair  trial  of  my  treatment,  and  every  one  will  be  convinced  of  the 
-quickness  and  thoroughness  of  the  cure.  Young  men  come  frequently 
to  my  office  lor  "  hay-fever  powders."  The  disease,  if  properly 
treated,  lasts  alKiut  ten  to  fourteen  days,  if  taken  in  an  advanced  state, 
longer.  The  greatest  fault  lies  (especially  in  this  annoying  disease) 
with  tbe  haste  of  the  physician,  remedies  given  too  low,  too  often,  in 
alternation,  besides  a  hundred  different  other  reuiedies.  I  give  Arum 
muc.  30  in  solution  or  in  powders  every  two  hours  till  the  mouth  and 
throat  ti'oubles  get  less  and  the  eyes  get  lachrymose,  when  I  give 
Eaphorbin  officinale  30.  For  gaigles  cold  water.  For  the  eyes,  wet 
compresses  moistened  by  a  weak,  watery  distillation  of  semen  foeni- 
cult.  These  are  my  outward  nmedies.  ]t  is  true  sometimes  yon 
need  intercurrent  remedies,  especially  if  you  get  a  patient  out  of  tbe 
bands  of  the  allopaths.  —  Th.  Ukubeb,  M.D.,  in  Medical  Inwati- 
gotoT, 

Glonoine  im  Epilepst.  —  Last  year  I  had  a  case  where  the  subject 
bad  premonitory  symptoms  of  the  fit  when  awake,  resembling  very 
iDuch  the  effects  of  O/oitoine,  such  as  sudden  quickening  or  excite- 
ment of  the  heart's  action,  and  a  rush  of  blood  to  the  left  aide  of  the 
bead,  with  flilneas  and  throbliing  of  temples,  etc.  The  general  con- 
diiion  of  the  patient  calling  for  Nux  Vnmica,  f  gave  that  remedy, 
morning  and  nigbt,  and  supplied  him  with  a  powder  of  Qlonoine,  :id 
devimal,  to  carry  in  his  vest  pocket  and  to  take  ui>on  tbe  first 
approach  of  a  fit  He  improved  finely.  In  place  of  a  fit  every  week, 
or  two  or  three  times  a  week,  he  went  two  or  three  months  without 
one.  Several  times,  when  threatened,  he  took  his  preventive  powder 
with  entire  success.  Not  all  epileptics  have  warning  suifiuient  to  eua- 
ble  them  to  take  a  powder.  Insome  cases  the  S'traie  of  Amyl  may 
also  be  used  as  an  immediiite  preventive.  —  J.  P.  Dakb,  M.D.,  in  Med- 
ioil  Iiivetligutor, 

Dtspn(EA  at  Niqht.  —  It  will  be  noticed  that  the  patient  (affected 
witli  croup)  tKcame  worse  at  night,  the  attacks  of  dyspntBa  being 
very  distressing.    This  agrees  with  what  is  usually  observed  in  these 
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caaes,  bnt  as  far  as  could  be  ascertained  ft-om  physical  exainlaatioa 
there  was  nothing  to  account  for  the  exacerbation.  Here,  however, 
phj-eioloiiy  coraes  to  our  assistance,  for  it  has  been  ascertained  that 
during  the  twelve  hours  troin  six  in  the  morning  till  six  in  the  even- 
ing, a  healthy  man  absorbs  only  230  grammes  of  oxygen,  whilst  in 
the  twelve  hours  from  six  in  the  evening  to  six  in  the  morning  he 
absorbs  471  grammes.  Just  twice  the  quantity.  Hence,  it  may  be 
inferred  that  the  increased  dyspnoea  at  ni^ht  is  in  some  meastm  due 
to  the  increased  demand  for  oxygen.  —  Hovweopaihic  W&rtd. 

PoRRioo  AND  Tinea  Favosa.  —  Petroleum.  —  Petroleum  is  a  safe 
and  simple  remedy  for  the  cure  of  parasitic  cutaneous  affections  of  the 
head.  Having  clipped,  or  better  still,  shaved  the  head,  let  pooltices 
be  applied  a  few  times,  then  let  the  petroleum  be  applied  twice  daily 
in  the  form  of  one  part  petroleum  to  two  of  lard,  and  a  few  drops  of 
oil  of  lavender.  The  ointment  may  be  moderately  warmed  before 
application.  After  the  application  a  piece  of  dry,  soft,  clean  linea 
rag  may  be  laid  on,  —  an  old  cambric  handkerchief  answers  very  well, 
—  and  over  all,  a  toft,  clean  linen  cap.  Before  the  next  application 
of  the  petroleum  ointment,  the  head  must  he  thoroughly  but  gently 
vasbed  with  black  or  flsh  soap  and  fresh,  warm,  sod  water.  The  oint* 
ment  is  then  to  be  reapplied  as  before.  Every  rag  or  cap,  once  nsed 
and  past  further  use,  should  be  thrown  into  the  fire,  but  if  intended 
for  further  use,  plunged  in  a  hot  soda  ley,  and  after  being  well  washed, 
finally  rinsed  in  water  containing  a  little  carbolic  acid.  —  Do.  U. 
Uaccoruac,  i»  PractUiomr, 

Salictlic  Acid.  —  To  render  it  tcAuiie.  —  Saliitylic  acid  is  insoln- 
ble  in  water  in  a  larger  proportion  than  one  part  in  three  hundred, 
and  the  alcoliolic  solution  and  the  pure  acid  are  both  too  irritating  to 
be  applied  to  a  wound.  It  bos,  however,  been  recently  discovered  that 
ten  parte  of  the  acid  can  be  dissolved  in  one  hundred  parts  of  waier, 
provided  eight  parts  of  borax  are  present.  The  borax  must  first  be 
dissolved  by  the  aid  of  heat,  and  then  the  acid  added  gradually  to 
the  boiling  liquid.  The  most  suitable  strength  in  which  this  solution 
can  be  used  for  wounds  is  one  which  contains  from  two  and  one  half 
to  five  i)ercent  of  salicylic  acid  and  two  to  four  per  cent  of  borax. -^ 
Ub.  H.  Bobe,  Berliu. 

The  Krntcckt  Sbowek  op  Flesh.  —  In  regard  to  the  shower  of 
flesh  in  Bath  Coanty,  Ky.,  Prof.  J.  Lawrence  Smith,  the  actentiat, 
says  in  his  analysis  of  the  specimens  examined,  "  In  my  mind  this 
natter  gives  every  indication  of  being  the  dried  spawn  of  batrachian 
reptiles,  douhtlees  that  of  the  firog.  They  have  been  transported 
fVom  the  ponds  and  swampy  grounds  by  currents  of  winds  and  have 
ultimately  fallen  on  the  spot  where  they  were  found.  This  is  no  iso- 
lated  occurrence  of  the  kind.  I  have  come  across  several  in  the 
course  of  my  reading.  The  only  one  I  can  now  flx  the  date  of  i* 
recorded  by  Muscbonbroeck  as  occurring  in  Ireland  la  1676." 
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Winter  Couen.  —  A  mode  of  treatment  pro<lactiTe  of  mach  benefit 
in  chronic  winter  cougli  is  the  adminiatration  of  tar  internally,  com- 
bined vith  the  use  of  ipecacuanha  upray.  The  tar  may  be  given  in 
amall  capsales,  each  containing  two  to  three  grains.  Tar  water,  or 
eau  de  goudron  is  also  made,  which  contains  two  grains  in  the 
drscbm,  and  may  t>e  taken  in  sugar  and  water,  or  with  claret  at  dtn- 
ner,  the  combination  being  almost  tasteless.  The  ipecacuanha  wino 
for  use  as  spray  should  be  dilated  with  at  least  an  equal  quantity  of 
water,  and  Richardson's  donble-bailed  spray-producer  may  be  nsed 
fbr  tiie  purpose  of  atomizing  it.  —  Dk.  W.  Mubseu.,  in  Brituh  Mudr- 
ical  Journal. 

TooTHACBB.  —  I  have  for  a  long  time  very  frequently  been  enccesa- 
fhl  in  giving  patients  relief  by  stopping  the  hollow  tootli  by  a  paste 
made  in  the  palm  of  the  hand,  by  dropping  on  to  a  good  pinch  of  the 
bi-oarbonate  of  soda  as  much  tinclore  of  opium  or  of  the  vinum  opii  as 
the  soda  will  take  np,  working  the  whole  into  a  paste,  and  putting 
into  the  tooth.  —  Dr.  W.  B.  Holdebkess,  Praditiimer. 

COXPARATTT^     ACTION    OF     JaBOBAKDI    AND     BELLADONNA.  —  DrB. 

Ringer  and  Gonld  proceed  to  contrast  the  action  of  Jaborandi  with 
that  of  Belladonna,  to  which  it  seems  an  antagonist ;  thus.  Belladonna 
checks  the  secretion  from  the  akin,  the  salivary  glands,  the  mncous 
membrane  of  the  nose,  bronchial  tubes,  stomach,  and  intestines,  and 
dilates  the  pupils  and  contracts  the  arterioles.  Jaborandi,  on  the 
ottier  hand,  increases  enormously  the  perspiration  and  saliva,  and  Id 
a  mnch  Icsa  degree  the  secretion  from  the  mucous  membrane  of  tlie 
nose,  the  broncltiat  tubes,  and  the  stomach  and  intestines.  Robin 
asserts,  moreover,  that  it  lowers  the  arterial  tension,  probably  by 
paralyzing  the  laso-moter  nervea,  and  thus  causing  dilation  of  the  arte- 
rioles. Belladonna  excites  delirium,  whilst  Jaborandi  otten  produces 
sleep.  On  three  occasions,  to  three  ditferent  men,  tbeue  writers 
administered  sixty  grains  of  .Jaborandi. and  wlieu  the  perspiration  and 
salivation  iiere  proflise,  they  injected  sub-cutaneously  one  one-hun- 
dredth of  a  grain  of  Atropia.  In  five  minntcs  the  perspiration  and 
salivation  were  considerably  diminisiied,  and  in  from  ten  to  twelve 
minutes  the  skin  was  preternatural  ly  dry,  and  salivation  was  checked, 
bnt  in  our  case  coniinued  a  little  after  the  cessation  of  the  perspira- 
tion. 

A  lad  was  admitted  into  University  College  Hospital  poisoned  by 
Atropia,  having  taken  one  grain  five  hours  before.  His  tont^ue  and 
mouth  were  quite  dry.  A  quarterof  an  hour  after  taking  thirty  grains 
of  Jaborandi  his  mouth  becnme  much  less  dry,  and  in  an  hour  he  was 
sweating  freely  and  his  mouth  was  naturally  moist 

Belladouna  airests  the  secretion  of  milk.  Thiity  grains  of  Jabo- 
randi were  given  to  a  woman  thirly-eight  years  old,  confined  of  her 
ointh  child  four  months  previously,  but  »hu  had  lery  little  milk.  In 
ten  minutes  the  drug  produced  its  u^ual  Hymptoms ;  in  half  an  hour 
her  breasts,  which  previously  were  flaccid,  became  tumid  and  distended, 
and  on  pressure  yielded  considerably  more  milk.    In  forty  minutes  the 
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incresBe  was  still  more  tnarkeil,  jetting  forth  in  four  or  five  streams. 
In  eighty  minutes  tbc  milk  was  less  abundant,  though  considerably  \ 
more  so  than  before  the  experiment,  which  was  coufirmed  by  another 
case. 

In  some  of  their  eif>'Cts,  however,  Jabornil(]i  and  Belladonna  agree. 
Thiie,  both  flush  the  face  and  qutolien  the  puUe ;  and  both  affect 
children  much  less  than  adults.—  Nunlieilie  Journal  of  Medictne  and 
tiurgery. 

Drs.  Sidney  Ringer  and  Gould  having  discovered  that  Atropia 
arrests  the  salivation  and  diaphoresis  produced  by  Jaborandi,  a  fact 
which  Vulpian  has  also  observed  i  the  latter  has  performed  ezperi- 
ments  to  see  if  Alropiu  has  also  a  similar  effect  on  other  secretions 
increased  by  Jaborandi.  Ho  first  demonstrated  in  a  very  clever  man- 
ner, by  means  of  cannlee  introduced  Into  the  canal  of  Wirsing, 
ductus  choledochiis ;  and  the  ureter  in  dogs  curarized  and  subjected  to 
artificial  respiration,  that  the  pancreatic,  biliary,  and  urinary  secre- 
tions were  increased  to  a  very  notable  degree  by  an  infusion  of  Jabo- 
randi leaves  into  the  crural  vein  in  the  direction  towards  the  boart. 
He  then  observed  that  the  pancreatic  secretion  was  completely  arrested 
a  few  minutes  after  the  injection  of  one  third  to  one  half  a  grain  of 
Atropia  in  an  aqueous  soiulion. 

The  biliary  and  urinary  secretions  were  diminished  considerably 
under  ihe  same  conditions,  but  they  did  not  stop  altogether.  la  one 
of  his  experiments  where  the  stomach  was  opened  before  the  injection 
of  Jaborandi  (an  inftision  of  a  little  less  than  a  drachm  of  the  leaves 
to  an  ounce  of  water)  he  saw  a  certain  quantity  of  fluid  flow  from  the 
mucous  membrane  of  tlie  stomach.  Alter  observing  the  fact,  he 
shorily  afterwards  injected  another  similar  infusion  of  Jaborandi,  but 
followed  it  by  an  injeciion  of  from  one  third  to  one  half  a  graia  of 
A  tropia,  and  the  appearance  already  noted  did  not  take  place.  —  Saz. 
Mkbelou.  —  Richviond  aiid  LouianilU  Med.  Jour, 


Diabetes  Mellitds.  —  A  case  was  considerably  beneflted,  in  addi- 
tion to  ordinary  tjcatment,  by  breathing  nothing  but  warm  air.  Use 
a  respirator  and  a  knitted  woollen  cloth  over  both  respirator  and  nos- 
tiils,  and  always  lieep  the  mouth  closed  oa  much  as  possible.  —  Db. 
Chabteris,  Lancet. 

PERSONAL. 

H.  R.  Stoat,  U.D.,  formerly  or  Chicago,  has  removed  to  Jacksonville,  Flor- 
ida, where  he  Intends  to  remain  permanently.  He  wilt  be  gild  to  enter  into 
correspondence  with  Northern  physlclona,  and  have  patients  recommended 
to  his  care. 

J.  B.  Owens,  U  D.,  has  removed  from  Lebanon,  Ohio,  to  Los  Aoi^elea,  Cal- 
Iforola.  It  Hpealcs  neU  for  the  Incetllgcnceof  this  new  town  that  Dr.  Owens 
has  already  obtained  a  large  practliie  in  the  few  months  he  has  been  there. 

Dr.  George  S.  Norton  has  been  appointed  a  snrgeon  of  the  New  York  Oph- 
thalmic Ho^^pltal. 

Dr.  Geo.  H.  Hackett  has  removed  from  Hennlker,  N.  H.,  to  Needhtun, 


.yLlOO^IC 


THE 


^tw  ^ttglanfl  ^cdkal  ^jnuttt. 


BOSTON,  MAT,   1878. 


AFFECTIVE  SENSIBILITY  AND  THE  FUNCTIONS  OP  THE 
GANGLIONIC  NERVOUS  SYSTEM. 


:.  TTORCESTER,   H.D.,   BDRLIKGTOM,   VEBUONT. 

IBtad  before  the  Champlain  Valley  (  Ft.)  Honuet^athle  Medical  SoeUty-'] 

The  paper  to  which  I  call  your  attention  to-d»y  makea  no 
claim  to  originality  either  in  its  ideas  or  the  manner  in  which 
they  are  presented.  It  is  a  translation  or  adaptation  of  views 
found  in  the  French  works  of  M.  Antoine  Cros,  Claude  Ber- 
nard, and  others,  with  cnmmeuts  of  my  own. 

In  the  course  of  my  studies,  I  was  impressed  by  the  clearness 
with  which  M.  Cros  expressed  his  views  of  the  functions  of  the 
ganglionic  nervous  system,  its  peculiar  sensibility,  and  its  rela- 
tion to  the  emotions;  and  although  the  investigations  of 
Bernard,  Cros,  Brown-S^quard,  and  others  have  uot  placed 
this  part  of  the  nervous  system  outside  of  the  obscurity  and 
doubt  involving  the  system  in  general,  yet  the  views  now  to  be 
set  forth  seem  worthy  of  our  attention. 

The  existence  of  a  peculiar  sensibility,  which  shows  itself  in 
the  midst  of  the  functions  of  organic  life  and  seems  inherent 
in  its  instruments,  is  generally  acknowledged.  It  appears,  also, 
that  the  ganglionic  nervous  system,  the  seat  of  this  sensibility, 
is  closely  united  by  functional  relations  to  the  cerebral  centres, 
and  that  from  these  relations  arise  the  affective  manifestations 
of  the  individual,  and  those  instinctive  impulses  which  we  c:ill 
affections,  emotions,  or  passions,  when  they  are  directed  toward 
some  object. 
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The  numerous  connections  between  tlie  fjanglionic  nervous 
system  find  ibc  poriiilieric  or  spiiiiil  eysteni  nie  formed  by  a 
succession  of  Sbrca  going  from  tbo  symmetrical  gnnglta  of  the 
great  sympathetic  to  the  spinal  cord.  Those  which  attach  the 
ganglionic  system  to  the  intra-crunial  masses  are  much  more 
simple  in  appearance,  although  perhaps  more  imiK>rtant  in  their 
functions.  They  are  formed  by  cords  or  strands  of  fibres, 
which,  running  from  the  viscera,  are  united  into  two  trunks 
under  the  name  of  pneumogastric  or  par  vagum  nerres,  and 
continued  upward  to  the  intra-cranial  masses. 

Ever  since  the  existence  of  the  human  race  the  relations 
existing  between  the  nervous  system  distributed  to  the  viscera 
and  the  emotions  have  been  acknowledged,  at  least  in  their 
most  evident  forms  ;  but  the  learned  havu  known  but  little,  if 
any,  more  than  the  illitetate  as  to  the  real  nature  of  these  rela- 
tions, esijcctnlly  since  the  former  class  have  been  so  influenced 
by  the  doctrines  of  Gall  and  hta  school,  who  considered  the 
cerebral  hemispheres  to  be  the  solo  seat  of  instinct,  sentiment, 
perception,  and  the  emotions. 

The  vast  amount  of  facta  accruing  from  the  labor  of  physiol- 
ogists and  other  experimenters^  will  greatly  aid  tzs  in  our 
present  observations,  even  though  their  investigations  were  not 
undertaken  with  these  questions  especially  in  view. 

The  experiments  with  vivisection  always  present  great  diffi- 
culties, especially  when  the  parts  wounded  in  the  operation  are 
deeply  seated  and  intimately  connected  with  the  organs  essen- 
tial to  life ;  thus  we  liud  great  divergence  of  opinion  among 
physiologist*  who  have  iuvostigutcd  as  to  what  functions  are 
carried  on  through  the  mediation  of  the  sympathetic  nervous 
system. 

Although  most  of  the  involuntary  and  unconscious  movements 
of  the  viscera  are,  by  the  consent  of  all,  under  the  control  of 
the  great  sympathetic  nerves,  these  nerves  nre  generally  con- 
sidered as  endowed  with  an  obtuse  and  ill  determined  sensibil- 
ity i  but  it  is  acknowledged  that  they  preside  over  the  functions 
of  nutrition  and  secretion,  and  that  the  circulation  of  hloiKl 
through  the  visceral  organs  is  also  in  a  measure  under  their 
control.    It  seems  evident  that  the  seusations  of  need,  as  of 
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breathing,  of  fooil  and  of  drink,  connected  with  the  nuttitivo 
funclioiis  can  belong  to  no  other  piirt  of  the  ucivous  syttera, 
and  tbiit  it  is  in  the  visceral  region  of  thiii  system  that  we  are 
to  seek  the  source  of  the  affective  impressions.  These  last  must 
indeed  depend  upon  the  same  nerves  which  provoke  the  secre- 
tion of  tears,  which  govern  the  hepatic  and  gastric  secretions, 
and  by  the  influence  that  they  exemse  over  the  capillary  circu- 
lation produce  redness  or  pallor  of  the  face. 

The  nervous  system  of  the  ganglia  appears,  then,  as  a  sensory 
apparatus  in  connection  with  the  functions  of  nutrition,  and  ut 
the  same  time  in  relation  with  the  moral  and  emotional  sensations. 
But  these  two  kinds  of  relation  appear  almost  contradictory,  and 
no  one  has  thus  far  presented  either  experimental  or  theoretical 
data  which  enable  us  to  distinguish  the  parts  of  the  ganglionic 
system  which  correspond  to  the  organic  needs,  from  those  con- 
nected with  the  emotions.  Let  us  now  strive  to  solve  this 
question  and  distinguish  these  relations,  as  far  ns  may  bo  possi- 
ble, from  the  mass  of  confused  facts  and  observations  at  our 
command. 

As  we  have  said,  there  are  two  sets  of  attachments  binding 
the  visceral  ganglia  to  the  cerebro-spinal  axis,  viz.,  the  fll)res 
running  to  the  spinal  cord  and  the  pnenmogastrlcs  to  the  brain. 
But  the  experiments  of  M.  Sedillot  and  others  show  that  the 
need  of  respiring,  of  hunger,  and  of  thirst  are  still  manifested 
by  animals  after  section  of  the  pnenmogastric  nerves.  Since, 
then,  these  nerves  do  not  establish  the  relations  of  organic  sense 
with  the  encephalic  centre,  the  question  arises.  Are  they  the 
paths  by  which  certain  cerebral  actions  arouse  the  emotions? 
This  theory  becomes  plausible  when  we  notice  how  closely 
approached  to  each  other  are  the  insertions  in  the  brain  of  the 
pnenmogastric  and  facial  nerves,  this  latter  being  an  essential 
instrument  in  physiognomical  expression,  and  also  notice  that 
these  nerves  are  united  near  their  origin  by  a  small,  nervous 
branch.  Moreover,  experimental  physiology  does  not  allow  us 
to  donbt  the  action  or  influence  of  the  pneumognstrics  upon  the 
movements  of  the  viscera,  both  as  exciting  and  repressing. 

Phyitiologists,  having  for  the  most  part  admitted  that  it  la 
from  the  spinal  ccrd  that  are  derived  the  sensory  and  motor 
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properties  of  the  great  sympathetic,  ask  why  the  impressions 
cftusfd  by  visceral  lesions  ure  generally  unnoticed,  and  why 
the  inovemciits  presided  over  and  guided  by  the  nerves  of 
life  are  almost  always  involuntary.  Before  seeking 
positive  answers  to  these  questions,  it  will  be  well  to  exam- 
ne  the  facts  themselves  concerning  which  they  are  asked.  It 
is  true  that  the  division  of  a  nerve  of  organic  life  hy  a  knife, 
or  any  other  method  of  producing  organic  or  material  lesion, 
awakens  but  little,  if  any,  painful  sensations,  properly  so 
called.  But  are  the  cutting  instruments  and  the  various 
methods  of  irritation  employed  In  vivisection  proper  agents  to 
determine  the  6ensit>ility  which  resides  in  all  the  nerves? 
Does  the  section  of  the  optic  nerve,  for  example,  occasion 
acute  pain?  Docs  it  elicit  screams  from  the  animal  experi- 
mented upon  ?  Not  at  all.  But  no  oue  would  then  say  that 
the  optic  nerve  was  destitute  of  sensibility.  It  is  needless, 
then,  to  invoke  that  obtuse  sensibility  of  which  authors  speak, 
to  explain  those  questions,  when  we  see  so  many  and  clear 
evidences  of  another,  apecinl  and  peculiar  in  its  uature.  Wo 
should  also  remember  that  involuntary  movements  do  not 
belong  exclusively  to  the  organs  of  vegetative  life,  while  facts 
permit  us  to  assert  that  voluntary  movements  are  only  par- 
ticular manifcstutionE  of  peripheral  locomotion  and  activity. 
Habits  constitute  acquired  predeterminations  very  similar  to 
the  natural  predeterminations  that  wo  notice  in  the  viscera. 
They*  form  the  co-ordinated  whole  of  reflex  movement,  that 
the  will  has  arranged  in  certain  orders  and  relations,  that  it 
commands  at  certain  times, .but  guides  and  directs  no  further. 

In  these  questions,  as  in  many  others,  the  scientists  of  the 
present  day,  in  their  admiration  for  those  methods  of  research 
requij"ing  great  skill  and  care,  neglect  the  object  and  end. 
But  thus  far  we  owe  little  to  the  scalpel  or  microscope  in  the 
solution  of  such  problems  as  we  are  now  considering.  \Ve 
may  compare  the  anatomists,  who  describe  the  numerous 
details  of  the  organic  forms  in  the  eucephalon,  to  travellers, 
who,  passing  through  a  city,  see  clearly  the  dwellings,  streets, 
and  public  squares,  but  know  nothing  of  what  takes  place  la 
the  interior  of  the  houses.     What  more  can  those  physiolo- 
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gists  know  who  rest  tbemselrcs  only  upon  anatomy,  and 
assert  a  priori  that  all  mentiil  activity  is  onli/  the  product  of  a 
microscopic  mechanism,  or  who,  while  professing  a  holy  hor- 
ror of  hypothesis,  compnre  thought  to  a  secretionf  It  is  not 
merely  from  anatomy  that  we  should  demand  nn  explanation  of 
the  phenomena  of  sensation  and  intelligence,  but  also  from  all 
the  ways  of  observation  and  experiment  that  human  knowl- 
edge can  suggest. 

Having  shown  above  that  impressions  are  continuously 
transmitted  to  ua  by  the  ganglionic  system,  and  that  these  im- 
pressions are  of  two  kinds,  —  first,  the  sensations  and  needs 
of  organic  life;  and  second,  the  emotions  and  impulsive 
affections,  —  and  having  shown  the  directions  in  which  are  pro- 
duced the  one  and  the  other  of  the  inmost  movements  or 
nervous  currents  in  relation  with  the  different  sensorial 
changes,  it  will  be  easier  for  ua  to  appreciate  the  theory  of 
Winsluw  and  B^cbat,  who,  to  explain  the  apparent  inde- 
pendence of  the  ganglionic  nervous  system,  conjectured  that 
the  ganglia,  acting  as  "  Uule  brains "  developed  nerve  force, 
and  communicated  it  to  the  viscera,  without  the  co-operation  of 
the  cerebro-apinal  axis. 

Modern  physiology,  iu  attributing  to  the  spinal  cord  the 
work  of  receiving  and  transforming  into  reflex  movement  the 
-visceral  impressions,  obliges  us  in  a  manner  to  place  the  great 
sympathetic  system  in  the  common  lot  of  peripheric  nerves, 
for  the  muscular  and  tactile  fibres  occupy  the  same  relations  to 
the  cord.  Their  impressions,  as  are  those  of  organic  life,  are 
constantly  transformed  into  reflex  motion,  and  yet  are  trans- 
mitted to  the  higher  centres  under  certain  conditions,  and  can 
there  be  transformed  into  recorded  sensations. 

The  sense  of  touch  and  the  organic  sense  have  consequently 
this  in  common,  —  that  their  impressions  arouse,  in  the  organs 
where  they  are  conveyed,  the  precise  movements  required  that 
life  may  be  in  some  manner  guarded  without  the  constant 
interference  of  the  will.  In  those  conditions,  in  some  respects 
exceptional,  where  these  safeguards  no  longer  suffice,  these 
two  senses  mafiifest  their  interest  in  preserving  life  intact  in 
other  ways,  —  the  one,  by  ordinary  physical  pain  ao-callod ;  and 
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the  other  by  the  requirements  of  the  orgnnism,  which  are  siif- 
feriugs  of  aaothcr  kind,  but,  like  the  former,  appeal  to  the 
higher  centres  for  relief  and  aid. 

As  to  the  ganglia,  it  does  not  eeem  as  though  they  were 
serious  obstjicles  to  dynamic  communication,  and  although,the 
part  they  play  ia  the  vital  economy  ia  not  clearly  proven,  yet 
the  following  appears  a  probable  hypothesis :  They  serve  as 
regulutors  of  the  action  of  the  nervous  force  employed  in  the 
functions  of  vegetative  life,  —  functions  that  the  will  could  not 
control.  They  serve  to  modulate  this  action  as  fast  as  the  ner- 
vous force  accumulates, —  a  force  derived,  it  may  be,  from  the 
cereliro-^piiial  source,  or  it  may  be  from  the  functional  activity 
of  the  orgiuis,  or  the  dynamic  changes  of  every  kiud  tliut  take 
place  in  the  liquids  and  tissues.  If  we  question  the  facts 
offered  ub  by  science,  we  find  everything  in  accord  with  this 
hypothesis.  Let  us  consider  one  of  the  most  complex,  viz.,  the 
ciruulatioD. 

No  one  to-day  would  ascribe  the  contractions  of  the  heart 
to  the  direct  influence  of  the  cerebrum.  With  the  acephalous 
and  anencephalous  fcetus,  and  indeed  in  those  cases  where  the 
entire  spinal  cord  is  wanting,  the  heart  beats  as  well  as  with 
others,  and  the  circulation  keeps  on  as  usual.  It  is  noteworthy 
that  in  such  cases  the  ganglia  of  the  great  sympathetic  are 
greatly  developed.  In  the  experiments  of  M.  Brachet,  at  the 
veterinary  school  at  Lyons,  the  heart  of  animals  continued  to 
beat  after  all  communication  with  the  brain  had  been  iutor- 
rupled  by  the  section  of  the  cord  iu  the  cervical  region,  and  of 
the  hypogastric  nerves ;  life  was  sustained  long  enough  by 
means  of  nHificial  respiration  to  render  the  experiments  deci- 
sive. Ou  the  other  hand,  the  pulsations  of  the  heart  have  been 
abruptly  stopped  by  the  careful  removal  of  the  cardiac  and  coro- 
nary ganglia.  We  might  also  cite  the  well-known  expeiiments  of 
Brown-S^quard  upon  pigeons,  which  show  that  a  large  tract  of 
the  spinal  cord  can  be  destroyed  without  perceptibly  impairing^ 
the  circulation,  respiration,  digestion,  and  other  functions  of 
organic  or  vegetative  life. 

We  may  conclude  from  the  above  that  the  nerveus  system  of 
the  great  sympathetic  exercises  an  iofluence,  independently  of 
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the  jr\i\,  upon  all  the  rausculnr  fibres  of  all  tbe  oT^ns  to  Tvhicb 
it  is  distributed  ;  excites  »nd  directs  the  activity  of  nil  the 
organs  of  secretion ;  acts  upon  the  lachvyratil  secretion,  the 
aqueous  and  vitreous  humors,  and  the  liquid  filling  the  vesti- 
bule and  labyrinth,  and  that  its  regulating  influence,  consid- 
ered by  Claude  Bernard  as  a  motor  faculty,  exteads  to  all  the 
inmost  acts  of  nntntion. 

We  have  shown,  moreover,  that  this  part  of  the  nervous 
system  is  the  seat  of  two  essentially  different  kinds  of  sensi- 
bility. First,  the  organic  sensibility,  which  may  be  considered 
in  the  same  class  with  the  other  peripheral  senses,  since  it  gives 
its  immediate  impressions  in  the  same  manner  as  does  the  touch 
and  sense  of  locomotion,  and  beciiuse  it  transniits  its  changes 
to  the  higher  centres  by  the  mediatirm  of  the  spinal  cord. 
Second,  the  affective  ganglionic  sensibility,  of  a  totally  dif- 
ferent nature,  since  its  impressions  are  in  the  normal  state  only 
produced  by  sUmulants,  coaxiag from  the  superior  or  cerebral 
centres. 

These  preliminaries  being  well  understood,  let  iia  determine 
the  manner  and  order  in  which  the  emotional  impressions  are 
distributed  among  the  divistoas  of  the  sympathetic  or  pneumo- 
gastric  system.  Although  we  know  that  extensive  lesions  of 
the  cerebellum  may  occur  withont  greatly  modifying  the 
emotional  sentiments,  it  is  certain  that  the  parts  of  the  brain 
from  whence  run  the  nerves  presiding  over  the  fiicial  expres- 
sion are  in  relation  with  the  emotions  of  aflective  sensibility ; 
and  we  will  now  try  to  ascertain  the  exact  nature  of  this  rela- 
tion, first  premising  that  these  movements  of  facial  expression 
are  of  two  kinds,  voluntary  and  involuntary,  and  the  former 
are  often  antagonistic  to  the  tatter,  —  tliat  is,  they  strive  to  con- 
ceal what  the  latter  seeks  to  express.  It  is  probable  that  these 
two  orders  of  movement  do  not  come  from  the  same  source. 
The  one  would  have  for  their  basis  the  higticr  conceptivo  fac- 
ulties, the  other  would  be  aroused  by  external  stimuli. 

At  present  we  have  two  methods  of  solving  or  investigating 
enoh  physiological  problems.  First,  vivisection ;  second , 
observation  of  the  viscera,  as  delineated  on  the  surface  of  the 
body,  by  the  aid  of  certain  points  that  may  be  determined  by 
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mediate  percussion.  The  results,  as  shown  by  vivisection,  are 
borrowed  from  Claude  Bernard's  worlt  on  the  nervous  sys- 
tom,  and  may  Ira  summed  up  as  follows:  The  muscles  of  the 
different  regions  of  the  face,  instruments  of  expression  of  the 
sentiments  or  affective  impressions,  are  placed  under  the  control 
ot  the  par  vagum  or  pneumugastric  nerves.  The  evidence  ia 
conclusive,  so  fur  as  the  involuntnry  movements  are  concerned, 
to  establish  the  relation  supposed  by  us  to  exist  between  the 
emotions  and  the  organic  conditions  of  the  viscera,  and  con- 
sequently with  the  dyaumia  states  of  their  nervea.  If  the 
emotional  movements  which  form  the  different  physiognomicnt 
changes  have  their  first  origin  iu  the  brain,  they  only  man- 
ifest themselves  upon  the  countenance  after  the  cerebral  stim- 
ulus from  which  they  itriso  has  called  into  action  in  the  viscera 
the  affective  impressions  of  which  they  are  the  visible  repre- 
sentation. 

The  following  interesting  observations  of  the  different  states 
or  conditions  of  the  abdominal  and  thoracic  viscera,  which  cor- 
respond with  the  different  emotions,  are  given  by  M.  Cros  in 
his  work  on  the  "Higlier  Functions  of  the  Nervous  System." 
As  was  said  before,  the  relations  that  we  are  now  considering 
were  clearly  perceived  in  former  years,  and  have  been  ignored 
and  forgotten  i»y  physicians  since  the  time  that  thought,  tiistiuct, 
sensation,  volition,  and  even  organic  control  of  health  and  life, 
have  been  exclusively  located  in  the  brain. 

The  principal  point  of  novelty  iu  these  observations  is  the 
special  mode  of  exploration  furnishing  them,  viz.,  the  use  of 
the  pleximeter  as  applied  to  the  study  of  the  abnormal  relations 
of  the  internal  organs.  When  one  of  these  organs  is  diseased, 
or  its  relations  to  the  rest  of  the  organs  changed,  or  there  is  aa 
undue  predominance  of  its  histological  or  vegetative  life,  or 
when  the  viscus  iu  question  tends  to  depart  from  the  general 
agreement  or  co-ordination  and  assumes  a  larger  volume  tbaa 
normal,  many  of  the  affective  conditions  also  are  changed,  and 
the  passions  or  emotions  corresponding  to  the  disagreeing  organ 
are  excited  or  disturbed  in  a  uutform  manner.  This  uniformity- 
is  such  that  the  measurement  of  the  organs,  whose  shape  has 
been  traced  by  points  determined  by  percussion,  can  furoish  a 
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sure  menus  of  diagnosis  upon  the  tendency  to  aT);;er,  sadness, 
denpair,  ienr,  or  enttiuaiasm  that  the  p:)tie»t  presents. 

It  is  true  that  we  can  no  longer  locate  tn  the  different  viscera 
the  various  passions,  as  did  the  ancients  ;  but  facts  such  as  are 
here  adduced  do  not  allow  us  to  doubt  the  part  played  in  the 
emotions  by  the  nerves,  ganglia,  and  plexuses,  which  convey 
life  into  the  principal  thoracic  and  abdominal  viscera. 

Case  I.  A  tailor,  babitnully  morose,  was  one  day  attacked 
with  violent  anger  from  some  trifling  cause,  after  which  an 
intense  jaundice  showed  itself  at  once.  Before  the  accession  of 
the  anger  M.  Cros  had  examined  him,  and  found  that  his  liver 
bad  a  height  of  more  than  seven  and  three  fourths  inches  (20 
cent.),  instead  of  being  from  4.72  inches  to  5.9  inches  ;  also  ibat 
this  organ  extended  to  the  spleen,  which  latter  organ  wus  about 
BIX  times  its  u^nal  size.  A  few  days  of  treatment  reduced  the 
size  of  both  the  liver  and  spleen,  and  was  followed  by  the  depart- 
ure of  the  excessive  irritability  as  well  as  the  morbid  sadness. 

Case  II.  M.  C,  teacher,  ago  fifty,  very  thin,  and  of  n  feeble 
constitution,  has  for  several  years  been  attacked  by  disturbances 
of  his  digestive  functions,  occurring  every  two  or  three  months. 
The  spleen  appears  normal,  but  the  liver  is  greatly  enlarged. 
Generally  an  access  of  anger,  caused  by  trifles  that  under  other 
circumstances  would  scarcely  attract  his  notice,  warns  him  that 
hie  abdominal  viscera  are  disturbed  and  that  be  may  expect  a 
few  days'  illness. 

Facts  of  this  kind,  where  we  see  disorders  of  the  digestive 
organs  or  appendages  produce  an  irascibility  which  surprises 
even  the  patient,  are  quite  common,  and  have  been  noted  by 
many  ancient  writers. 

Case  III.  Mary  P.,  age  four  years,  a  brunette,  usually  in 
good  health,  and  said  by  her  parents  to  have  a  charming  dis- 
potitiTn,  was  taken  sick  Sept.  10.  M.  Cros  was  called  on 
the  12tb,  and  diagnosed  a  quotidian  intermittent  fever,  with 
.  diarrhoea,  a  constant  pain  in  epigastrium  and  right  hypochon- 
drinm,  and  a  headache  beginning  in  the  morning  and  lasting 
nearly  all  day,  involving  many  of  the  branches  of  the  flfth  pair. 
The  spleen,  aa  examined  by  percussion,  has  a  volume  of  at  least 
four  times  its  Dormal  size  at  that  age,  and  the  liver  is  also  very 
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voluminous,  extending  above  the  level  of  the  uipple,  and  below, 
reaching  much  lower  than  the  borders  of  the  false  riba  ;  it  also 
extcndd  far  toward  the  left,  and  is  separated  from  the  spleen  by 
a  very  narrow  interval.  The  child  willingly  tinbiaitted  to  tho 
examination,  answered  questions  with  much  intelligence,  and 
manifested  no  cerebral  disturbances.  She  smiled  occasionally, 
but  there  seemed  to  be  an  air  of  sadness  pervading  all  her 
actions.  The  following  days,  attention  was  strongly  called  to 
the  extreme  disposition  to  anger  manifested  by  the  patient. 
The  lightest  trifle,  the  least  contradiction,  sufficed  in  a  moment 
to  bring  on  a  violent  attack  of  rage.  The  attack  wonld  disap- 
pear iu  a  few  moments,  sometimes  spontaneously,  and  some- 
times under  the  influence  of  some  pleasant  emotion.  In  this 
case,  as  in  many  others  that  might  be  adduced,  tho  relation 
between  the  visceral  disturbances  and  the  emotions  is  clearly 
shown. 

Case  IV .  Mme.  M.  C. ,  a  young  lady  of  a  delicate  complex- 
ion, lymphatic  and  slightly  nervous  temperament,  habitually 
very  gay,  was  in  1865  attacked  with  quotidian  intermittent 
fever,  and  at  the  same  time  the  spleen  was  greatly,  and  the 
liver  somewhat  enlarged.  This  latter  measured,  the  patient 
lying  down,  from  5.9  inches  to  6.29  inches,  which  is  consider- 
able for  an  anesmic  person,  and  later,  when  in  a  state  of  health, 
the  normal  size  was  from  3.14  inches  to  3.93  inches.  The  spleen 
measured  3  inches  instead  of  a  little  over  1.50  inches,  as  nor- 
mal with  this  patient.  From  the  beginning  Mme.  C.  has  had 
unusual  disposition  to  anger,  and  often  fell  into  conditions  of 
melancholy.  As  the  organic  changes  disappeared,  the  affective 
dispositions  went  also. 

Case  V.  That  of  a  cabinet-muker  is  very  curious.  This 
man  was  a  member  of  the  Society  for  the  Protection  of  Animala, 
and  as  his  shop  opened  directly  upon  the  street,  he  had  every 
day  occasion  to  see  his  proteges  abused  by  the  drivers  in  a 
cruel  manner.  The  cabinet-maker  never  failed  to  work  himself 
into  a  fit  of  righteous  indignation  at  the  sight  so  often  repeated. 
But  these  attacks  of  anger  were  frightful  to  behold,  and  his 
liver  had  a  measurement  of  II  to  12  inches,  greatly  impeding 
respiratiou  and  occupying  three-fourths  of  the  abdominal  cavity. 
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Ca»e8  CK>uld  be  adduced,  were  it  Qeedful,  where  the  acoideiital 
predominance  of  the  hypogastric  organs,  with  weakening  of  the 
circu^utiun  iu  those  organs,  produces  a  ditiposiliou  toward  feur, 
so  that  the  least  nudden  noise  produces  a  ^usatiou  of  dunger. 
In  these  cases  the  spleen  is  always  involved,  and  sometimes  the 
liver. 

When  the  most  of  the  viscera  of  the  thorax  and  abdomen  are 
in  this  condition,  we  notice  a  profound  discouragement,  and 
often  a  true  and  unexplainable  feeling  of  despair.    , 

These  facts,  although  not  presenting  the  clearness  of  distinc- 
tion which  characterizes  the  peripheral  nervous  system,  suffice 
to  render  it  plausible  that  the  ganglionic  nervous  system  is  in 
direct  relation  with  the  passions;  that  to  this  system  is  to  be 
referred  the  sensorial  side  of  the  affections,  and  that  it  is  the 
seat  or  organic  cause  of  the  emotions  of  every  kind,  or  of  the 
tentimenU,  properly  so-called. 

These  facts  also  prove  that  the  various  parts  of  the  ganglionic 
nervous  system  are  not  in  relation  with  the  same  kind  of  affec- 
tive impressions. 

Those  distributed  to  the  liver  correspond  to  the  emotions  of 
anger. 

Those  distributed  to  the  spleen  are  in  more  intimate  connec- 
tion with  sadness. 

Those  to  the  lower  parts  of  the  hypogastrium  are  in  evident 
relation  with  emotions  of  fear. 

Those  which  give  to  the  heart  vitality  and  motion  govern  the 
emotions  of  enthusiasm,  love,  etc. 

The  common  characteristic  of  these  emotions  is  to  mingle 
and  become  confused  when  they  are  violent,  —  a  fact  easily 
explained  by  the  anatomical  relations  of  the  viscera,  ganglia, 
and  plexuses,  and  the  numerous  communicating  filameuts  unit- 
ing the  different  portions  of  this  system.  It  is  thus  that  violent 
love  often  resembles  sadness,  anger,  and  fear ;  that  all  the  emo- 
tions, wherever  located,  manifest  themselves  by  a  reaction  upon 
the  heait,  the  central  organ  of  the  circulation. 

If  not  trespassing  too  much  upon  your  time,  I  would  like  to 
add  a  few  remarks,  applicable  to  this  subject,  taken  from 
Claude Beruard'8''Lectures  OD  the  Living  Tissues."  He  says, — 
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"  Physialogical  science  teaches  us  that,  on  one  side,  the  heart 
really  receives  the  impression  of  all  our  sentiments,  and  on  the 
other  hnitcl,  the  heart  reacts  to  furnish  to  the  brain  the  condi- 
tions necessary  for  their  manifestation. 

"Sometimes  a  word,  a  souvenir,  the  sight  of  an  event,  awakens 
in  us  profound  grief.  When  one  says  that  the  heart  is  bruised 
with  grief,  such  msy  actually  be  the  case.  The  action  of  the 
heart  has  been  arrested,  if  tho  painful  impression  has  been  too 
sudden ;  the  blood  no  longer  arrives  at  the  brain ;  and  syncope 
and  other  nervous  troubles  follow.  We  should  always,  there- 
fore, keep  in  mind  the  importance  of  caution  in  communicattug 
startling  news. 

"  Wo  know  by  experiments  upon  the  nerves  of  the  heart,  that 
gradual  irritation  disturbs  and  weakens  the  sensibility  without 
arrestlig  the  beating  of  the  heart.  When  one  says  that  the 
heart  is  swollen,  after  having  suffered  feelings  of  anguish  and 
other  painful  emotions  for  a  long  time,  a  physiological  truth 
has  been  stated.  The  prolonged  painful  impressions  become 
incapable  of  arresting  the  heart,  but  weary  it,  and  retard  its 
beatings,  prolonging  its  diastole,  and  causing  in  the  prtecordial 
region  a  eensation  of  fulness  and  of  pressure." 

Agreeable  impressions  also  correspond  to  determined  stales 
of  the  heart.  When  a  woman  is  surprised  by  some  soft 
emotion,  the  words  causing  it  have  flashed  across  the  mind 
without  stopping ;  the  heart  has  been  attacked  before  time  has 
elapsed  fur  reasoning  or  reflection.  The  emotion  begins  to 
manifest  itself  after  a  slight  arrest  of  the  heart,  imperceptible, 
except  to  the  physiologist.  The  heart,  pricked  by  the  nervous 
impression,  reacts  by  palpitations  causing  it  to  bound  and  beat 
against  the  chest ;  at  the  same  time  it  sends  more  blood  to  the 
brain,  from  whence  result  the  flushed  countenance  and  par- 
ticular expression  of  countenance  corresponding  to  the  senti- 
ment of  pleasure  felt.  Thus,  to  say  that  love  makes  the  heart 
palpitate  is  not  merely  a  poetic  figure  of  speech,  but  a  physio- 
logical reality.  When  one  tells  another  that  he  loves  him  witb 
all  the  heart,  it  signifies  physiologically  that  his  presence  or 
memory  awakens  in  the  speaker  a  nervous  impression,  which, 
transmitted  to  the  heart  by  the  pnoumogastric  nerves,  causes 
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the  heart  to  react  in  the  manner  most  auitable  to  provoke  in 
the  brniu  a  sentiment  or  affective  emotion.  I  suppose,  bo  it 
undcrstooJ,  tbat  the  avowal  is  sincere,  otherwise  the  heart  feels 
nolhing,  and  the  sentiment  is  onli/  upon  the  Ups-  When  oile 
aays  that  great  tboughts  come  from  the  heart,  it  is  eqnivalent  to 
saying  that  they  come  from  the  eentimeuts ;  for  these  latter, 
having  their  physiological  point  of  departure  in  the  nervous 
centres,  act  upon  the  heart  as  peripheral  sensatiouB, 

Philosophers  say  that  man  can  rule  his  heart,  and  silence 
his  passions.  These  are  expressions  which  physiology  can 
interpet.  We  know  that,  by  the  exercise  of  the  will,  man  can 
gradually  control  many  reflex  actions  due  to  sensations  pro- 
duced by  physical  causes.  The  intellect  may,  doubtless, 
acquire  the  same  control  over  the  moral  sentiments.  Thus, 
roan  might  eventually  prevent  certiiin  reflex  actions  taking 
place  in  bis  heart;  but  in  proportion  as  the  intellect  gained 
flway,  the  sentiment  would  die  out. 

The  nervous  power  capable  of  arresting  reflex  action  i3,  iu 
general,  less  with  woman  than  with  man.  This  it  is  which 
gives  her  the  supremacy  in  the  domain  of  sensibility,  both 
physical  and  moral,  and  causes  it  to  be  said  that  she  is  more 
tender-heai'ted  than  man. 


THE  EFFECTS  OP  STRYCHNINE. 

BT  T.    A.  FALCK. 

TraMlated  from  the  Hammtung  Klinitcher  Vortrdge. 
[ConcludeiJ.] 
At  this  point,  I  think  I  must  give  a  theory  of  the  action  of 
Strychnine  according  to  the  facts  already  known,  especially 
since  the  idea  previously  held  of  the  primary  effect  of  Strych- 
nine on  the  spinal  cord  can  no  longer  be  entertained.  On  the 
contrary.  Strychnine  acts  primarily  on  the  brain,  since  it  exerts 
its  influence  on  the  vaso-motor  centre,  on  the  inhibitory  centre  for 
the  heart,  on  the  respiratory  centre  so  powerfully  that  the  atini- 
ulatioQ  is  transmitted  to  all  the  transversely-striated  muscles  in 
the  body,  and  finally  on  the  central  reflex  apparatus  of  the  spinal 
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cord.  Then,  secondarily,  in  conserinence  of  these  effects,  now 
reflex-innervations,  proceeding  from  the  spinal  cord,  are  added 
to  the  cerebral  excitement.  After  this  effect  has  lusted  for 
some  time,  there  comes  a  new  element,  namely,  the  gradual 
impoverishment  of  the  blood  in  oxygen. 

This  agrees  with  the  idea  thai  those  who  are  poisoned  with 
Strychnine  die  from  asphyxia. 

Since  all  cases  do  not  terminate  fatally,  it  is  proper  to  ask 
the  question,  What  becomes  of  the  Strychnine  taken  into  the 
organism,  and  absorbed?  For  a  considerable  time  the  view 
was  held  that  the  Strychnine  in  the  blood  was  destroyed  by  the 
oxygen,  and  the  effect  of  artificial  respiration  was  adduced  aa 
proof;  but  since  it  has  been  proved  experimentally  that  Ozone 
introduced  into  blood  mixed  with  Strychnine  does  not  destroy 
the  effect  of  this  substance,  this  view  has  been  abandoned. 
It  has  been  proved,  however,  that  Strychnine  is  eliminated  by 
the  kidneys,  since  it  has  often  been  detected  in  the  urine. 

How  lai^  is  the  dose  which  is  fatal  to  men  and  animals? 
There  are  cases  where  five  milligram/ncs  produced  symptoms 
of  poisoning  (opisthotonos)  in  an  adult.  The  smallest  dose 
which  produced  death  amounted  to  four  milligrammes  of  the 
nitrate  of  Strychnine,  in  a  child  (Taylor)  ;  in  an  adnlt,  between 
fifteen  and  thirty  milligrammes  of  the  sulphate.  (Warner.)  On 
the  contrary,  there  are  cases  where  much  larger  doses,  even  up 
to  five  grains,  were  borne.     (Williams.) 

It  is  a  principle  derived  from  experience  that  men  seek  for 
protective  means  and  weapons  against  an  enemy  the  more  ear- 
nestly, the  more  dangerous  and  hostile  that  enemy  is.  This  we 
find  confirmed  as  regards  Strychnine.  The  number  of  anti- 
dotes is  already  very  great,  and  increasing  every  year. 

Among  the  mechanical  means  employed,  emetics  and  tho 
stomach-pump  occupy  the  first  place.  Kermes,  which  was  rec- 
ommended by  Thorel,  has  been  proved  ineffective  by  Bellini's 
experiments  ;  milk  and  fats  are  likewise  useless.  As  to  animal 
charcoal,  recommended  by  Garrod,  more  exact  experiments 
should  be  made. 

Among  chemical  means  chlorine-water  was  early  recom- 
mended.    According  to  Dumas,  this  decomposes  the  Strych- 
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nine,  bat  Bondet  thinks  that  it  acta  faToraMy  only  when  emet- 
ics are  given  at  the  snmo  time.  Bromine- water  is  similar. 
Tincture  of  Iodine  and  the  solution  of  Iodide  of  Potassium  form 
with  Strychnine  precipitntea,  which  are  soluble  in  hydrochloric 
scid  and  water ;  Darby  was  able  to  poison  cats  with  very  small 
doses  of  the  Iodide  of  Strychnine. 

The  oldest  chemical  antidote  is  tannic  acid,  which  is  naed 
mostly  in  the  form  of  a  decoction  of  nutgalls.  It  forms  with 
Strj'chnioe  a  nearly  insoluble  salt.  Gallic  acid,  on  the  con- 
trary, recommended  by  De  V  Arbre,  as  well  as  tungstic  acid, 
mentioned  by  Hiisemann,  form  solnble,  poisonous  compunnd.s. 
Since  I  am  now  speaking  of  the  means  which  are  said  to 
exercise  a  so-called  physiological  antidotal  effect  against 
Strychnine,  I  must  mention  the  work  of  Kaupp.  He  studied 
the  influence  of  venesection  in  poisoning  by  Strychnine,  and 
fonnd  that  poisoned  rabbits,  on  whom  he  practised  venesection, 
were  convulsed  about  forty-three  seconds  later,  and  died  about 
eighteen  minutes  later  than  those  on  whom  venesection  was 
not  performed.  Eulenburg  and  Landois  have  obtained  by 
depletion  and  tranafusion  very  favorable  results  in  strychnine 
poisoning. 

The  German  Aconitine  is,  according  to  Schroff,  powerless. 
In  England,  a  man  was  snved  by  the  subcutaneous  injection 
of  Atropine ;  but  Chloroform  was  used  at  the  same  time,  so 
that  this  case  proves  nothing.  The  same  is  true  of  the  cases 
where,  with  other  remedies.  Nicotine  or  Tobacco  clysters  were 
used  with  good  results. 

Bromide  of  Potassium,  recommended  by  Husemann,  sup- 
presses the  tetanus,  according  to  Lewizhy;  but  Schroff  found 
it  useless. 

Calalutr  has  saved  some  lives,  especially  in  England.  Since 
Schroff  ascribes  to  Physostigmine  a  modifying  influence  on  the 
Strychnine  convulsions,  something  may  be  expected  from  the 
employment  of  this  remedy- 
It  is  somewhat  different  with  a  remedy  which  was  formerly 
valued  as  the  true  physiological  antidote  of  Strychnine, 
Woorara,  although  employed  with  Morphine  in  one  case  with 
good  result,  is  said  by  Schroff  to  stop  the  Strychnine  conviil- 
sioDs,  but  to  produce  death  by  its  own  effect. 
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Tracheotomy  has  been  adTised,  and  performod  by  Rosenthal 
and  Loiibe  with  good  results,  but  later  by  Kossbacti  without 
result. 

fiicbter  proposes  n  combined  use  of  Woorara  and  artificial 
respiration;  he  has  obtained  good  results  from  the  injectioo 
into  the  veins  of  large,  pitralyziog  dozes  of  Woorara  and  by 
keeping  up  the  respiration. 

Opium  and  its  alkaloid.  Morphine,  have  been  used  more  than 
any  of  the  remedies  belonging  in  this  category.  Many  cases 
are  raontioncd  in  the  literature  of  the  subject  where  this  rem- 
edy has  helped  to  recovery.  Unfortunately,  there  have  been 
no  corroborative  experiments  on  animals. 

Next  to  Opium  may  be  mentioned  the  Tincture  and  Extract 
of  Caimaliis  Indica,  which  were  given  in  two  cases  with  success. 

Soon  after  the  introduction  of  Chloroform  as  a  the'rapeutio 
agent,  it  was  employed  against  poisoning  by  Strychnine. 
Although  according  to  the  experiments  of  Pillwax,  Chloroform 
is  useless  as  an  antidote  to  Strychnine  poisoning  in  dogs,  there 
are  still  many  cases  of  cure  on  record,  so  thnt  its  use  is  warmly 
recommended.  It  is,  of  course,  necessary  to  continue  the  inha- 
lations for  many  hours,  in  order  that  the  poison  may  be  cUmi- 
uated. 

Chloral  hydrate  has  a  similar  effect,  as  experiments  on 
animals,  as  well  as  its  use  with  men,  have  proved. 

I  must  also  mention  Camphor,  which,  combined  with  other 
remedies,  has  been  used  against  Strychnine. 

From  this  large  number  of  antidotes,  we  see  that  the  experi- 
menters have  been  very  active  in  trying  to  find  remedies  which 
would  lie  of  real  use  against  Strychnine,  and  1  think  that  the 
limit  bus  not  yet  been  reached.  A  proposition  was  mnde  in 
the  year  1870,  which  must  bo  called,  at  least  curious,  if  not 
laughable.  An  Englishman  (Eames)  recommended  that  peo- 
ple poisoned  with  Strychnine  should  bo  hung  up  by  the  heels,  in 
order  that  the  rush  of  blood  to  the  brain  which  would  result 
might  work  favorably,  and  he  claims  to  have  saved  a  dog 
poisoned  with  Strychnine  in  this  way. 

How  should  we  proceed  iu  a  case  of  poisoning?  Which  of 
the  many  means  should  we  use  ?    I  answer,  that,  iu  the  bogiu- 
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□ing,  before  cramps  have  set  iu,  we  should  remove  the  poison 
from  the  stomach  by  means  of  emetica,  or,  in  case  these  fail  to 
act  promptly,  by  the  Btomach-pump,  washing  out  the  stomach 
wit^  a  decoction  of  nutgalla  ;  the  cramps,  which  set  in  later, 
should  be  treated  with  iuhalatioas  of  Chloroform.  If  convul- 
sions are  present  when  we  are  first  called,  we  should  combat 
them  with  Chloroform,  and  then  cleanse  the  intestinal  canal 
5»ta  xcu  xaid). 

If  the  poison  is  introduced  into  a  wound,  wo  must  treat 
locally,  by  washing,  cutting,  cauterizing,  cupping,  etc. 

After  fatal  cases,  medical  jurists  are  interested  in  the  exami- 
nation of  the  cadaver.  Inspection  shows  an  early-appearing, 
long-lasting,  strongly-marked  rigor  mortis.  The  autopsy  shows 
no  important  results.  The  contraction  of  the  bladder,  regarded 
by  Gallard  as  pathognostio  of  Strychnine  poisoning,  is  purely 
accidental,  as  ezperimenta  uu  animals  have  shown.  A  constant 
phenomemon  mentioned  in  all  records  of  Strychnine  poisoning 
is  the  dark  color  of  the  blood  in  the  left  heart  and  the  arteries. 
But  since  this  condition  is  peculiar  to  many  other  poisons,  we 
can  confidently  affirm  that  the  condition  of  the  body  after 
poisoning  by  Strychnine  gives  only  negative  evidence. 

With  such  a  result  justice  is  never  satisfied,  and  it  is  left  for 
chemical  experts  to  prove  whether  there  is  poison  in  the  body, 
and  if  so,  what  it  is.  For  this  purpose,  they  examine  the 
stomach,  intestines,  liver,  blood,  and,  if  possible,  the  contents 
of  the  bladder. 

After  Stas  succeeded  in  obtaining  from  tbe  body  of  a  man  an 
organic  poison,  by  the  famous  process  of  Bocarmd,  chemists 
and  pharmacists  began  to  consider  bow  to  apply  those  methods 
to  tbe  alkaloids,  and  how  to  improve  them.  From  the  year 
1851  up  to  the  present,  many  methods  of  obtaining  Strychnine 
have  been  published;  none  of  them  are  so  exact  and  none 
yield  such  fine  results  as  Dragendorfi''s  method,  by  which  he 
can  separate  even  ^Ig  of  a  grain  of  Strychnine,  and  by  which 
Gray  succeeded  in  detecting  the  poison  in  the  medulla  oblongata 
of  animals.  Tbe  essential  points  of  this  method  are,  in  abort, 
as  follows  :  The  eubsbince  to  be  examined  is  first  boiled  with 
water  containing  sulphuric  acid,  the  decoction  is  treated  with 
Tou  XI.  MO.  T.  H  Lxii.  .  AtOO^Ic 
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three  nr  four  times  its  volume  of  alcohol,  the  liquid  filtered 
from  the  precipitate,  from  the  filtrate  the  alcohol  is  separated 
by  distillation,  the  residue  mixed  with  benzine  and  digested  at 
a  tempemture  of  SO'-SO"  C.  The  latter  procedure  is  repeated 
with  fresh  benzine  until  the  liquid  becomes  colorless.  Then, 
after  removal  of  the  benzine,  the  liquid  is  mixed  with  ammonia 
until  an  alkaline  reaction  is  obtained ;  a  fresh  supply  of  benzine 
is  then  added,  and  it  is  again  digested  at  60°-70°  C.  The  ben- 
zine.ls  then  separated,  waslied  carefully  with  water,  and  allowed 
to  evaporate  m  aereral  watch-glasses. 

If  a  residue  has  been  obtained  in  thia  way,  it  must  then  be 
proved  that  we  have  to  do  with  Strychnine.  This  may  be  done 
in  three  waja. 

Chemical  tests  are  then  made  with  parts  of  the  residue. 
Although  attempts  have  been  made  to  improve  these  tests,  the 
color  test,  proposed  by  Marchand  in  1844,  with  concentrated 
sulphuric  acid  and  double  chroioate  of  potassium,  is  still 
regarded  as  the  finest.  A  solution  of  Strychnine  mixed  with 
this  becomes  at  first  violet,  but  soon  changes  to  blue,  red,  and 
finally  to  yellow.  By  this  method  Dragendorff  was  able  to 
detect  roJoo  of  *  grain  of  Strychnine. 

A  small  part  of  the  residue  may  be  employed  in  the  physio- 
logical proof  on  living  frogs,  first  mentioned  by  Marshall  Hall 
(1856),  only  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  very  scoaitive 
frogs  may  become  couvulsed  from  small  injuries. 

Since  the  microscope  has  been  adopted  among  the  auxiliary 
means  for  detecting  poisoos,  a  microscopic  object  may  be 
obtained  by  sublimation  of  a  part  of  the  residue.  But  it  must 
be  mentioned  that  other  substances,  e.  g.,  Santonine,  have  the 
same  crystalline  form  as  Stryobnine.  According  to  Guy,  the 
sublimed  preparations  are  more  sensitive  to  the  color-test  than 
the  residue  of  the  benzine  decoction. 

We  have  aa  yet  considered  only  those  cases  of  the  chemico- 
legal  investigation  in  which  the  autopsy  is  made  immediately 
after  death.  How  is  it,  you  may  ash,  with  the  chemical  test 
for  Strychnine,  when  the  bodies  have  been  buried  for  some 
time,  when  the  organs  to  be  examined  have  already  uude^one 
the  process  of  decomposition  7  Does  not  the  Strychnine  become 
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destroyed  by  this  proceds?  This  question  avemed  justifiable, 
until  it  was  settled  by  the  experiments  of  Maier,  CloStta, 
Bieckher,  aad  Heintz.  Rieckber  mixed  umall  parts  of  the  intes- 
tines of  an  animal  with  small  quantities  (five  grains)  of  Strych- 
nine, and  allowed  the  mixture  to  stand  wet,  in  open  Tes^els. 
Eleven  years  after,  be  examined  one  vesael  and  obtained  the 
most  beantiful  Strychnine  reaction.  Hunce  it  is  evident  that 
putrefaction  does  not  destroy  Strychnine  very  quickly,  and 
that  it  is  ptossible  to  detect  Strychnine,  if  present,  in  exhumed 
bodies,  provided  there  is  anything  left  to  examine. 

In  Strychnine  and  the  preparations  which  owe  their  effects  to 
it,  nature  has  given  us  a  remedy  whose  use  and  importance  are 
increasing  more  and  more- 
One  of  its  chief  applications  is  for  motor  paralysis  of  various 
kinds,  especially  paralysis  of  the  extremities,  incomplele,  para- 
plegic, or  hemiplegic,  whether  dependent  upon  rheumatism, 
apoplexy,  or  chronic  poisoning  with  lead,  alcohol,  or  mercury. 
It  has  also  been  used  with  good  results  in  paralyi^is  of  the  face 
and  of  the  vocal  cords.  It  is  also  especially  employed  for  the 
consequences  of  paralysis  of  the  sphincters :  prolapsus  ani, 
incontinentia  urinee,  etc.,  etc. 

Strychnine  is  also  used,  especially  in  later  times,  for  paraly- 
sis of  sensitive  nerves,  and  with  good  results.  Edwards  waa 
the  first  who  employed  Nux  Vomica  successfully,  for  amaurosis 
(1821).  Since  this  time  it  has  come  more  and  more  into  use 
for  amblyopia  and  amaurosis  of  all  kinds,  as  the  writings  of 
Kagel.  Hippel,  and  others,  prove. 

It  has  also  been  recommended  for  other  diseases  of  the 
nerves,  with  more  or  less  success.  In  this  connection,  chorea 
and  epilepsy  may  be  mentioned.  Last  year  a  ease  of  writer's 
cramp  was  reported  by  Bossander,  which  he  claims  to  have 
cured  by  injections  of  Strychnine. 

The  first  use  of  remedies  containin;^  Strychnine  was  for  differ- 
ent affections  of  the  intestinal  tract,  hence  it  is  ranked  by  Wer- 
ber  among  the  so-called  ''Amara  Alkaloldea,"  with  Quinine.  It 
is  given  for  dyspepsia,  chronic  catarrh  of  the  stomach,  atonic 
conditions  of  the  intestinal  canal,  dtarrhcea,  and  even  dysentery. 
It  has  also  become  celebrated  for  constipation,  io  combination 
with  purgatives  (Aloes,  Rheum,  Calomel).  LtOOQIc 
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Of  Strycfaaine  and  ita  variouB  saltB,  the  nitrate  is  in  mast  cocn- 
moD  uae.  The  Pharmacopoeia  Germanica  gives,  as  the  higbeat 
allowable  dose,  .01  gram.  But  it  is  better  in  practice  to  give 
even  less  than  this,  two  or  three  milligraQimes  to  begin  with, 
and  increase  by  i  or  one  milligranime,  if  the  effect  should  not 
be  lasting. 

Pills  bare  proved  to  be  the  most  common  and  the  best  form 
of  administration ;  if  solutions  are  desired,  water,  alcohol,  or 
glycerine  may  be  used  as  solvents ;  but  this  form  ia  unadvis- 
able  on  account  of  the  intensely  bitter  taste. 

Strychnine  is  used  more  frequently  externally  than  through 
the  mouth.  The  endermio  method  was  early  employed,  later 
the  hypodermic  method.  For  subcutaneous  application  more 
than  eight  milligmmmes  must  not  be  used.  (£ulenberg.)  The 
epidermio  method  ia  now  seldom  used. 

I  will  here  call  attention  to  a  phenomenon  which  appears 
oftener  from  the  internal  than  from  the  external  use  of  the 
remedy.  Thia  ia  the  ani-like  formication,  whioii  is  especially 
experienced  in  the  paralyzed  extremities,  along  the  course  of 
the  nerves,  and  which  is  accompanied  with  disagreeable  sensa- 
tions of  drawing  and  twitching,  compared  by  the  patient  to 
electric  shocks.  This  agrees  with  Hippel's  statement,  that  the 
effect  of  Strychnine  on  paralyzed  nervea  is  similar  to  that  of 
the  constant  current  on  paralyzed  muscles.  These  symptoms 
have  often  been  regarded  aa  favorable  signs,  and  Improvement 
has  been  looked  for,  but  frequently  in  vain. 


ON  THE  DIFFERENTIAL  DIAGNOSIS  OF  ULCER  AND 
CANCER  OF  THE  STOMACH. 

BT   J.    MBTHOrPEB,  U.  D. 

Therb  is,  perhaps,  no  physician  who  has  not  been  made  aware, 
at  the  very  beginning  of  his  professional  career,  of  the  want  of 
harmony  existing  between  the  symptoms  of  a  disease  as 
brought  under  his  notice,  and  descriptions  of  it  in  standard 
works  on  pathology.  It  would  appear  that  the  authors  of  the 
latter  have  taken  as  models  the  works  in  jurisprudence,  rather 
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than  the  haman  being  exhibiting  morbid  manifeatations  of  life. 
Hence  the  frequent  errors  In  diagnostics,  the  difibrences  of 
opinion,  and  the  rariety  of  terms  used  to  describe  one  and  the 
eame  disease. 

Perhaps  none  of  the  "ills  which  flesh  is  heir  to"  give 
lise  to  ao  much  hesitation  and  doubt  in  their  diagnosis  as  do 
nicer  and  cancer  of  the  stomach.  They  hare  so  many  analo- 
gous symptoms;  both  are  sometimes  equally  fatal;  while,  in 
some  instances,  post  mortem  examination  alone  has  revealed 
the  real  nature  of  the  disease. 

It  Diay,  therefore,  not  be  auperflaous  to  point  out  a  few  of 
the  symptoms  which  are  characteristic  of  tbese  two  maladies. 

The  following  extracts  are  from  the  records  of  nineteen  cases 
of  cancer  and  seven  of  ulcer  of  the  stomach  which  have  come 
under  my  personal  observation,  not  counting,  of  course,  such 
patients  as  I  have  only  seen  once  in  consultation. 

Ttfbs  of  Cancbb. 
I.  —  A  German  woman,  of  forty-aix,  Who  had  been  suffering 
for  eight  months,  presented  May  14,  1868,  the  following  symp- 
toms :  Her  skin  was  of  that  peculiar,  pale,  yellowish  color, 
considered  so  characteristic  of  cancerous  cachexy,  and  she  had 
vomited  nearly  every  day  for  several  months.  She  habitually 
ejected  food,  and  occasionally  a  mucous,  slimy  fluid.  Emacia- 
tion had  made  great  progress.  Within  the  last  tbree  months 
the  nauseated  patient  had  taken  food  with  the  greatest  repug- 
nance, and  then  it  gave  rise  to  great  weight  at  the  stomach. 
Pressure  on  the  epigastrium  was  painful,  but  there  was  no 
corresponding  pain  in  the  spine,  neither  was  any  induced  by 
pressure,  nor  had  there  ever  been  any,  as  I  was  repeatedly 
assured  by  the  patient.  The  most  careful  palpation  oould  not 
detect  any  induration  or  swelling ;  the  ~  dimensions  of  the 
stomach  were  rather  reduced  than  otherwise.  The  patient  died 
after  having  been  five  months  under  treatment.  The  vomiting 
increased  in  frequency,  though  food  was  only  given  in  a  liquid 
form.  Towards  the  end  the  ejected  matter  assumed  the  color 
of  coffee-grounds.  Post-mortem  examination  was  not  per- 
mitted. 
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n.  —  A  French  officer,  aged  sixty-seven,  came  under  my 
care  Jan.  6,  1863,  when  he  declared  himself  to  have  bees  Guf- 
ferinif  for  nearly  a  year.  He  was  reduced  almost  to  th« 
apiienrance  of  a  skeleton,  covered  with  a  dry,  straw-colored 
skin.  Though  his  appetite  was  fair,  he  complained  of  indiges- 
tion, great  weight  and  dull  pain  at  the  stomach  after  Inking 
food,  which  increased  gradually  with  each  meal  until  he  vomited, 
which  he  did  about  every  third  or  fourth  day.  He  then  threw 
up  Hu  enormous  quantity  of  pulpy  matter,  of  very  offensive 
ttiut  acrid  odor,  mixed  with  sarcina  venlriculi.  Sometimes  he 
had  very  violent,  spanmodic  pain  in  the  stomach  lasting  from  a 
few  minutes  to  several  hours.  This  pain  never  corresponded 
with  any  pain  in  the  back,  nor  was  the  spine  at  any  place  sensi- 
tive to  pressure.  Local  examination  ascertained  the  presence 
of  a  smooth,  hard  tumor,  on  the  right  aide  of  the  epigastrium, 
of  the  size  of  a  small  egg.  The  stomach  was  extremely  dilated, 
as  was  demonstrated  by  the  particularly  deep  tympanitic  sound, 
so  distinct  from  that  of  the  intestines.  The  exclusive  use  of 
milk  diet,  with  the  occasional  addition  of  a  teaspoouful  of 
bran<ly  and  the  application  of  ice-bags,  relieved  him  consider- 
ably from  his  indigestion  and  gastralgia.  He  died  during  the 
following  summer  in  the  north  of  France. 

III. — A  tailor  of  Nice,  aged  sixty-two,  of  sober  habits, 
complained,  March  9,  1873,  of  vomiting  a  mucous  matter  every 
morning  before  taking  any  food;  thia  had  existed  for  about  six 
weeks,  within  which  time  he  had  also  grown  considerably  thin- 
ner. What  brought  him  to  ask  for  advice  was,  that  he  had 
begun  to  eject  his  food  after  each  meal.  He  had  relatively  not 
much  pain  in  the  stomach,  and  yet  pressure  on  the  epigastrium 
was  very  painful,  and  there  could  also  he  felt  a  tumor,  of  an 
unequal,  knotty  surface,  about  the  size  of  a  small  child's  6st. 
He  remembered  having  had  feverish  tracks  even  before  tiie 
muciius  vomiting  had  aet  in,  but  no  pain  in  the  back  either 
spontaneous  or  on  pressure.  When  I  first  saw  him  his  pulse 
varied  between  100  and  120;  the  latter  rate  was  in  the  even- 
ings, accompanied  by  increase  of  temperature,  with  profuse 
perapiration  during  the  night.  In  April  he  began  to  vomit 
blood,  retained  nothing  on  hia  stomach,  and  by  the  end  of  Juue 
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—  less  than  four  months  from  the  begiDiUDg  of  the  vomiting  — 
he  had  breathed  his  last. 

Ttpes-op  Chiwnio  Ulcer  of  the  Stomach. 

I. — A  chambermaid,  aged  tweaty-Biz,  very  chlorotic,  dta- 
po3ed  to  hysteria,  and  complaining  frequently  of  gastntl^a, 
was  taken  Id  June,  1874,  with  a  profuse  bsematemesis,  nearly  ' 
filling  a  large  bowl  with  dark  blood.  This  hemorrhage  was 
inaugurated  by  acute  pain  iu  the  epigastrium,  extending  to  a 
part  of  the  spine  on  the  same  level.  The  patient  described  the 
pain  aa  a  feeling  of  the  flesh  being  torn  and  lacerated.  Press- 
ure near  the  xyphoid  procesa  was  extremely  painful;  the 
spine  was  free  from  any  morbid  sensation  on  pressure.  Appe- 
tite fair,  tongue  clean,  bowels  costive,  menses  regular  but 
scanty,  pectoral  oi^ds  souud,  aniemic  murmur  in  the  Jarge 
blood-vessels.  The  treatment  presented  no  diffioulty:  iced 
milk  for  food,  an  ice-bag  on  the  epigastrium.  Arsenic  and  Iron, 
rapidly  restored  the  health  of  this  patient. 

II.  —  Another  female,  aged  thirty-four,  in  easy,  independent 
circumstances,  of  n  placid  temperament,  regularly  menstruating, 
had  suffered  for  about  two  years  from  indigestion,  gastralgia, 
and  pain  in  the  spine.  On  the  morning  of  May  15,  1871, 
after  t^ing  her  breakfast  as  usual,  she  was  seized  with  vio- 
lent pain  iu  the  stomach  and  back,  and,  after  a  time,  vomited 
all  the  food  she  had  eaten.  From  that  day  forth  she  was 
unable  to  take  nourishment  without  vomiting ;  after  some  delay 
part  or  all  of  the  food  taken,  or,  less  frequently,  only  a  bilious 
liquid  was  vomited.  On  the  22d  of  the  same  month  she  came 
to  see  me.  Her  general  nutrition  was  unimpaired,  but  as  the 
Buffering  had  become  more  or  less  permanent,  her  features  looked 
dnwn.  The  pain  was  just  under  the  xyphoid  process,  limited 
to  a  space  not  lai^er  than  a  sovereign,  and  extremely  sensitive 
to  the  touch,  so  that  she  could  not  bear  the  pressure  of  her 
clothing.  The  pun  extended  from  the  epigastrium  to  a  corre- 
sponding point  in  the  spine,  where  pressure  aggravated  it.  The 
suffering  became  more  acute  the  longer  the  vomiting  was 
delayed,  lasting  sometimes  the  whole  night.  The  pain  was 
descriited  as  burning,   shooting  and    gnawing.      Jfux  vom.t 
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Argent,  nilr.,  and  Arsenic,  with  milk  diet,  restored  her,  and 
she  has  not  suffered  aoj  relapse. 

III.  — Ad  American  gentlemiin,  thirty-nine  yeara  old,  came 
to  me  for  advice  on  Oct.  29,  1869.  Until  within  nine  months 
uf  that  date  he  had  enjoyed  perfect  health,  when  one  erening, 
after  bis  usual  dinner,  be  threw  up  his  food.  The  following 
evenings  be  ejected  part  or  all  of  bis  dinner.  He  did  not 
remember  feeling  any  pain  at  that  period  ;  but  about  a  month 
Inter,  he,  one  day,  vomited  a  bowl  full  of  blood,  experiencing 
at  the  same  time  an  acute  pniu  in  the  epigastrium,  extending 
to  the  first  and  second  lumbar  vertebne.  He  compared  this 
piiin  to  a  grinding  of  the  textures.  Under  the  action  of  milk 
diet,  JVux  vom.,  and  Phosphor.,  every  symptom  vanished  within 
two  months,  and  he  left  Nice  iu  the  spring  of  1870  without 
having  had  a  relapse. 

We  have  in  these  cases  two  very  distinct  types  of  invalids 
before  us. 

They  first  complain  of  their  stomach  alone,  and  have  no  pain 
in  the  back;  their  snfiering,  though  sometimes  very  great, 
never  extends  to  the  spine.  Moreover,  in  the  great  majority 
of  instances,  they  begin  to  emaciate  before  they  complain  of 
gastric  disorder.  A  no  less  important  symptom,  mentioned  io 
no  medical  work  on  the  subject,  is  fever ;  it  existed  in  tourteen 
out  of  the  nineteen  cases.  This  fever,  in  the  earlier  stages  of 
the  disease,  appears  in  the  form  of  ague.  The  attacks  are  inter- 
mittent, but  not  always  regular  iu  their  periodicity.  Some- 
times they  consist  only  of  a  slight  shiver,  cold  hands  and  feet, 
without  being  followed  appreciably  by  heat.  These  feverish 
attacks  are  sometimes  so  slight  as  not  even  to  attract  the  notice 
of  the  patient  unless  bis  attention  be  directed  to  them.  In  the 
majority  of  instances^  however,  there  is  a  regnlar  shiver,  fol- 
lowed by  beat  and  perspiration.  We  have  seen  these  feverish 
attacks  occur  long  before  any  cancerous  disease  could  be  sus- 
pected. An  English  lady  came  under  my  care,  sent  with  a 
tetter  from  ber  physician,  saying  that  she  had  repeatedly  suf- 
fered from  intermittent,  feverish  attacks,  which  had  given  way 
to  Cedr(m.  She  then  presented  simply  the  symptoms  of  gastric 
catarrh,  and  only  vomited  after  having  eaten  fat  or  heavy  food. 
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Id  the  course  of  the  winter  she  had,  now  and  then,  a  return  of 
fererish  attacks,  but  left  Nice  in  the  following  spring  a|)pnr- 
ently  much  better  in  health.  Pressure  on  the  epigastrium  had 
always  been  painful,  but  no  swelliog  could  be  detected.  She 
returned  the  next  autumn  to  Nice  in  the  last  stage  of  canceroua 
cachexy,  being  unable  to  keep  down  any  tbod  whatever.  She 
bad  a  large  tumor  in  the  epigastrium. 

These  fererish  attacks,  so  common  in  the  earliest  stages  of 
cancer  of  the  stomach,  are  not  to  be  confounded  with  the 
cachectic  fever  of  its  ultimate  stage ;  the  latter  is  permanent, 
with  tendency  to  exacerbate. 

When,  therefore,  a  patient  who  has  never  been  under  the 
inflnence  of  malaria  exhibits  intermittent,  febrile  symptoms, 
and  grows  thinner,  while  no  other  lestou  can  be  discovered 
except  gastric  catarrh,  the  physician  wilt  do  well  to  be  very 
circumspect  in  his  prognosis.  The  latter  wilt  become  still  more 
serious,  I  should  say  peaaima,  when  the  patient  begins  to  vomit 
a  slimy  mucous  matter  in  the  morning  before  breakfast.  This 
symptom  in  itself  is  very  characteristic,  when  happening  to  an 
individual  past  middle  life  and  of  sober  habits ;  white,  if  asso- 
ciated with  emaciation,  there  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  a  cancerous 
condition. 

Another  not  less  valuable  element  of  diagnosis  is  the  age  of 
the  patient.  According  to  statistics,  in  the  large  hospitals  of 
Hamburg,  Breslau,  and  Vionua,  the  largest  numbers  of  nicer 
of  the  stomach  occur  between  the  ages  of  twenty  and  fifty,  t.  e. , 
seventy-five  per  cent ;  whereas  cancer  is,  at  that  time  of  life, 
comparatively  rare,  i.  e,,  twenty-five  per  cent.  These  nnm- 
bera  have  only  to  be  ruversed  for  persons  after  fifty,  to  show 
that  cancer  of  the  stomach  follows  on  the  decline  of  life. 

The  second  type,  sufiering  from  ulcer  of  the  stomach  are  sub- 
ject to  more  acute  and  permanent  pain  than  the  first  —  this  pain 
extending  to  a  corresponding  point  in  the  spine,  where  it  is 
sometimes  quite  as  acute  as  at  the  epigastrium.  Moreover, 
the  pain  in  the  vertebral  column  is  not  only  spontaneous,  but  is 
also  habitually  aggravated  by  pressure'.  Permanent  pain  at  the 
xyphoid  process,  pain  in  the  spine,  and  violent  gastralgic  attacks 
are  characteristic  of  ulcer  of  the  stomach.     These  patients  show 
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no  BigDS  of  emaciation  unless  arising  from  babitnal  vomiting 
of  their  food,  frequent  heematemesis  or  other  diseases,  indepen- 
dent of  the  gastric  functions. 

Ulcer  of  the  stomach  aSects  more  generally  individuajs  under 
the  age  of  forty ;  after  that  period  its  frequency  dimiaisbes  ra|>- 
idly,  while  cancerous  products  increase  in  the  same  ratio. 
'  Unfortunately,  all  cases  are  not  of  equal  simplicity,  as  will 
he  seen  by  the  following  instance  of  ulcer  of  the  atoniach  simu- 
lating cancer :  — 

A  Indy,  aged  forty-nine,  still  regularly,  though  scantily 
menstruating,  came  under  my  care  in  the  beginning  of  Decem- 
ber, 1872;  the  winter  previous  she  lived  iu  besieged  Paris, 
and  went  through  the  hon'ors  of  the  Commune.  During  the 
siege  she  began  to  auSer  from  her  stomach,  and  for  some  time 
had  vomited,  besides  her  food,  black  matter.  She  was  much 
emaciated,  hollow-eyed,  her  skin  presenting  the  ^pearanoe  of 
dirty  parchment.  A  little  above  the  navel  there  was  a  nodu- 
lated tumor  of  the  size  of  an  egg,  which  was  not  paiuful  on 
pressure.  The  stomach  was  dilated.  The  patient  related  that 
about  four  mouths  previously  she  had  felt  a  violent  pain  in  the 
stomach,  and  since  then  had  begun  to  vomit,  at  first  only  her 
food,  and  soon  afterwards  the  black  matter  above  mentioned. 
The  pain  originating  in  the  epigastrium,  extended  in  a  straight 
line  to  the  spine,  and  had  increased  sometimes  to  an  unbeara- 
ble degree.  It  was  described  as  burning,  but  when  more 
acute,  as  shooting,  cutting  as  with  a-  knife,  and  lacerating.  The 
siightest  pressure  under  the  xyphoid  process  was  extremely 
painful.  She  had  never  had  any  febrile  symptoms.  The  treat- 
ment to  which  1  submitted  this  patient  consist«d  of  small  doses 
of  milk  every  two  hours  —  every  other  kind  of  food  was  pro- 
hibited —  and  Arsenic  6th,  oue  drop  every  four  hours. 

For  the  first  live  days  there  was  no  ciutuge ;  she  ejected  the 
raitk,  mixed  with  black  matter.  I  next  applied  a  small  ice-bag 
to  the  epigastrium  every  day  fitr  several  hours ;  same  medioiae 
and  milk.  She  still  continued  to  vomit,  but  no  longer  after 
each  portion  of  milk  or  medicine;  and,  a  few  days  later,  uoly 
threw  up  her  milk,  mixed  with  mucus,  without  any  blood. 

The  uppUcutiuii  of  ice  was  persisted  iu  for  several  montbs  ; 
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Tomiting  occurred  less  frequently  and  ultimately  entirely 
ceasc-d.  The  medicines  moi<t  usefut  ia  tbia  case  were  Ars., 
Argent,  nit.,  and  Phytolacca. 

Now,  after  three  years,  this  lady  is  living  without  Buffering, 
and  in  a  better  stute  of  nutrition.  The  tumor  still  exists,  thou<rh 
diminished,  and  she  is  obliged  to  content  hereelfwitb  liquid 
food.  It  is  almost  superfluotis  for  me  to  say  that,  notwithstand- 
ing the  characteristic  pain  in  the  ^ine  and  the  absence  offfifrile 
symptoms,  I  considered  this  case  as  one  of  cancer  of  the  pylorus 
when  it  came  into  my  bands.  There  was  the  tumor,  the  pecu- 
liar color  of  the  skin,  and  the  black  color  (like  coflee  grounds) 
of  the  matter  ejected  Irom  the  stomach.  The  favorable  course 
of  the  disease  alone  convinced  me  of  my  error  by  revealing  its 
true  nature;  i.e.,  ulcer  of  the  pylonis,  and  confirmed  the 
great  diagnostic  value  of  spinal  pain  in  this  disease. 

Post-mortem  examinations  published  by  Cruvetlhier,  Lebert, 
Yirchow,  and  Revillout  have  shown  that  simple  ulcers  of  the 
pylorus  sometimes  cause  considerable  hypertrophy  and  stricture 
of  this  part  of  the  alimentary  canal,  simulating  thus,  during 
life,  all  the  symptoms  attributed  to  cancer.  Though  such  oases 
are  rare,  they  may  occur,  and  it  will  be  well  then  to  remember 
that  the  presence  of  ^tadl  pain,  and  the  absence  of  intermitterU 
fiArile  symptoms  will  enable  ua  to  give  a  more  favorable  opin- 
ion of  a  patient,  than  indications  of  confirmed  cancer  would  allow 
us  to  do. 

The  prognosis  of  chronic  ulcer  of  the  stomach  depends  on  the 
organic  alterations  which  it  may  have  induced,  as  well  as  on  its 
treatment. 

Stricture  of  the  pylorus  necessarily  leads  to  imperfect  nutri- 
tion with  all  its  consequences.  The  more  active  the  treatmeut, 
the  less  chance  has  the  patient  of  recovery. 

The  treatment  which  I  recommend  as  the  most  satisfactory 
is,  Ist,  Exclusive  milk  diet;  2d,  Ice-b^s  applied  to  the  epi- 
gastrium, when  there  ia  a  tendency  to  htematemesis  and  greiit 
pain ;  3d,  As  principal  medicines.  Arsenic,  Argent,  nitr..  Phos- 
phorus, and  ^ux  vomica. 
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ON    DIPHTHERIA. 

BI   W.    BBTCe,   U.  D. 
IBead  before  the  Britiih  Hometopathie  Congrai,  June,  I8TS.] 

As  the  treatmeDt  of  diphtheria,  has  been  so  ably  discussed 
within  rec6Dt  years,  by  se7er)il  of  my  colleagues,  I  shall  attempt, 
in  these  few  notes,  to  bring  forward  only  ooe  or  two  poiats, 
which  may,  perhaps,  help  to  make  more  exact  the  treatment  of 
this  disease,  always  a  source  of  much  alarm  to  tiie  public,  and 
auxiety  to  the  medical  attendant.  The  time  at  my  disposal 
to-day  is  so  very  limited,  that  I  can  make  only  a  very  few  gen- 
eral and  preliminary  remarks  in  a  very  imperfect  and  sketchy 
way,  without  attempting  to  adduce  much  of  evidence  or  argu- 
ment in  support  of  them.  I  can  do  nothing  more  than  throv 
into  a  few  fragmentary  statements  the  ideas  that  have  occurred 
to  me  from  time  to  time,  hoping  they  may  be  sufficient  to  indi- 
cate what  I  mean,  and  elicit  the  opinions  of  those  present.  I 
can  give,  as  it  were,  only  a  few  detached  links,  because  wantof 
time  prevents  my  giving  anything  approaching  to  the  whole 
chain  of  evidence.  Por  the  sequel,  however,  I  consider  it 
necessary  to  say, — 

First,  That,  as  far  as  my  observations  have  gone,  I  have  seen 
no  evidence  for  the  statement  that  the  disease  is  very  infectious. 
I  shall  afterwards  try  to  show  that  there  is  another  form  of  the 
disease,  possibly  communicable  from  one  person  to  another 
through  the  medium  of  the  intervening  atmosphere,  which,  to 
all  outward  appearance,  is  the  pure  disease,  but  in  reality  is 
not,  and  requires  a  different  treatment. 

Second,  That  the  disease  is  capable  of  originating  sponta- 
neously by  the  operation  of  some  specific  and  as  yet  unknown 
miasm,  generated  either  in  a  local  atmosphere  vitiated  by  the 
neglect  of  proper  hygienic  arrangements,  or  in  a  peculUr  con- 
dition of  the  general  atmosphere  of  the  place. 

Or,  again,  that  the  disease  may  be  produced  by  the  effectsof 
such  states  of  the  general  or  local  atmosphere  on  an  oi^anism 
predisposed,  or  much  subjected  to  the  deleterious  indueiice  of 
such  conditions,  whereby  the  system  becomes  poisoned,  and 
specific  asthenic  disease  is  the  result.  LtOOQIc 
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One  or  two  illustrations  on  eRch  of  these  points  muBt  suffice. 

In  my  frequent  experience  sereral  memliers  of  a  family  may 
be  attacked  simultaneously,  and  the  disease  spread  no  farther 
in  the  household  ;  or,  there  may  be  only  one  seized  in  a  large 
family,  or  in  a  boarding-school. 

In  moat  of  my  cases,  there  could  be  no  exposure  to  infec- 
tion traced.  In  one  outbreak  I  calculated  from  report  that  a 
very  great  many  seizures  must  have  taken  place  simultaneously, 
or  at  most  within  a  day  or  two  of  each  other,  at  widely  distant 
places.  On  this  occasion  I  myself  was  called,  on  the  same 
morning,  to  seven  cases  at  distaucet)  varying  from  one  mile  to 
five,  one  locality  at  least  having  been  long  exempt  from  the 
disease.  Three  of  these  oases  were  in  the  outskirts  of  the  town ; 
one  was  in  a  large  roomy  house  on  the  top  of  a  hill ;  and  the 
three  others  were  in  a  large  country  house  situated  on  a  rising 
ground,  and  sparsely  surrounded  with  trees.  This  outbreak  — 
and  it  was  a  very  extensive  and  a  very  fatal  &ne,  though  I  was 
fortunate  enough  to  lose  only  one  patient  —  was  preceded,  for 
several  weeks  in  the  month  of  June,  by  a  heavy,  bumid,  and 
enervating  state  of  the  atmosphere,  with  a  dense  covering  of 
thick  clouds  close  overhead,  but  no  rain  falling,  except  a  few 
drops  now  and  again  when  the  clouds  were  overcharged. 

We  have  long  been  familiar  with  the  fact  that  certain  states 
of  the  general  or  local  atmosphere  tend  to  the  production  of 
diseased  action  by  their  insidious  and  poisonous  workings  on 
the  delicate  oi^ans  which,  by  harmonized  anion,  make  up  the 
sum-total  of  the  human  sufferer. 

The  disease-producing  effects  of  humidity  combined  with 
heat  we  seo  on  a  large  scale  in  the  extensive  prevalence  of  ab- 
dominal complaints  in  summer  and  autumn.  To  take  an  illus- 
tration from  the  vegetable  kingdom,  we  know  that  the  potato 
blight  has  always  been  preceded  by  the  prevalence  of  warm, 
humid  weather.  Every  one  knows  that  typhus  originates  from 
over-crowding.  A  very  remarkable  instance  of  the  spontane- 
ous origin  of  specific  disease  occurred  to  me  three  years  ago  in 
the  case  of  a  lady,  who  spent  the  greater  portion  of  the  first 
four  days  she  was  in  town,  after  coming  fresh  from  the  country! 
in  the  house  of  a  deceased  relative,  an  aged  lady  who  abhorred 
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fresh  air.  This  bouae  bad  heeu  closely  shut  up  for  some  months 
from  the  time  of  the  old  lady's  death,  and  fur  years  before  that 
event  bad  not  known  an  open  window.  This  lady  was  soon 
alter  attached  with  typhus  of  a  bad  type,  and  died  on  the  fif- 
teenth day.     There  had  been  no  exposure  to  infection. 

Finally,  I  think  evidence  is  against  the  supposition  that  the 
disease  is  produced  by  bacteria,  or  other  minute  organisms.  If 
so,  few  cases,  I  should  think,  would  recover.  Blood-poisoning 
after  a  surgical  operation,  we  may  look  upon  now  as  most  prob- 
ably caused  by  these  oi^anisms ;  but  when  do  we  find  such  cases 
recover?  The  presence  of  these  bodies  in  the  exudation  of 
diphtheria  is,  I  consider,  no  valid  reason  for  supposing  that  they 
are  the  cause  of  the  disease.  They  are  the  result,  and  consti. 
tute  a  symptom  of  the  asthenic  condition  of  the  patient,  but 
are  not  necessarily  the  cause  of  that  condition.  I  am  inclined 
to  account  for  tbeir  presence  in  the  exudation  on  the  throat  dur^ 
ing  life,  to  the  fact  of  the  exposure  of  that  part  to  the  external 
air.  The  exudation,  though  within  the  substance  of  the  mucous 
membrane,  is,  as  it  were,  no  longer  a  part  of  the  living  Iwdy* 
and  being  of  low  organization,  soon  tends  to  putrescence. 
Hence  the  presence  of  these  bodies. 

In  the  following  notes,  I  shall  speak  of  the  disease  in  three 
stages.  The  division  is  arbitrary,  but  I  make  it  for  the  sake 
of  brevity  in  dealing  with  the  treatment.  In  what  follows, 
I  speak  only  of  the  dangerous  form  of  the  disease.  I  feel  I 
cannot  state  too  strongly  that  a  case  may  be  attended  with 
great  danger,  though  the  early  symptoms  may  be  only  slightly 
marked, —  in  this  resembling  scarlet  fever.  The  mure  violent 
or  inflammatory  form  is  not  attended  with  much  danger,  though 
often  followed  by  great  prostration  of  strength. 

The  first  stage  is  seldom  seen.  When  it  is,  I  have  found  a 
few  hours  of  aconite  useful. 

The  second  stage  is  that  in  which  we  generally  find  the  patient 
at  our  first  visit. 

Here  my  first  medicine  has  always  been  Belladonna,  which  I 
have  invariably  given  in  the  first  decimal.  I  rarely  continue  it 
longer  than  twenty-four  hours,  and  often  not  more  than  twelve. 
I  have  always  tbund  it  do  great  good. 
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Muriatic  Acid 


to  follow  Belladonna  on  the  second  day  was  my  medicino-in- 
chief  when  I  firat  nttempted  the  homoeopathic  treatment  of  diph- 
therin,  nineteen  years  ago.  I  gave  it  internally  in  the  fii'st 
decimal  dilution.  As  I  woa  just  then  emerging  from  old-school 
routine,  it  was  pleasing  to  my  old  ideas  and  babita  to  brush  the 
tbrost  every  three  hours  with  glycerine  to  dissolve  the  false 
membrane.  This  operation  over,  I  applied  witb  a  camel-hair 
brush  some  of  the  same  dilution  of  the  acid.  I  fancied  that  my 
Buccesa  with  this  treatment  entitled  me  to  look  upon  muriatic 
acid  as  an  undoubted  antidote  to  the  poison  of  the  disease.  I 
tried  this  treatment  faithfully  for  some  years;  but  eventually 
some  deaths,  but  more  especially  one  case  of  partial  paralysis 
which  recovered,  and  one  case  of  progressive  that  died,  led  me 
to  see  that  in  this  view  I  was  in  error.  The  torture  given  to 
the  little  sufferers  by  the  local  treatment  helped  on  the  relega- 
tion of  this  remedy  to  neglect.  Still  I  am  not  quite  sure  it'  it 
is  perfectly  wise  to  abandon  it  in  all  cases.  I  tried  Mercurius 
toliJnlia  and  eorronvua,  but  witb  no  good  result. 

The  following  case  will  give  an  idea  of  how  I  was  led  to  place 
some  confidence  in  the  early  stage  of  the  disease  in  the 

Mebodbids  Biniodatus. 

Miss  M I  found  necessary  to  treat  for  the  whole  of  the 

first  day  with  Belladonna,  On  the  morning  of  the  second  day, 
finding  the  tongue  white,  thickly  coated,  and  mercurial  look- 
ing, and  no  further  good  to  be  expected  from  the  Belladonna,  I 
prescribed  two  grain  doses  of  the  hiniodide  third  decimal  tritu- 
ration ejery  two  hours.  ,  On  entering  the  bedroom  at  my 
evening  visit  on  that  day,  I  found  the  patient  with  her  head 
over  the  aide  of  the  bed,  and  a  basin  set  on  the  floor  to  receive 
the  water  that  was  running  from  her  mouth.  I,  of  course, 
stopped  the  medicine ;  the  salivation  gradually  subsided,  and 
in  a  few  days  she  was  up  and  about,  quite  well,  —  no  other 
medicine  having  been  given  for  the  disease.  Here  we  must,  of 
course,  grant  the  existence  of  an  idiosyncrasy ;  but,  at  the  satue 
time,  I  think  we  must  allow  that  the  medicine  manitested  a 
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woDtleiTul  power  over  the  disease  in  (his  instaoce.  I  may 
meotiou,  that,  when  I  first  saw  this  case,  I  gave  a  very  guarded 
prognosis.  To  all  appearance  it  was  quite  as  bad  at  this  stage, 
OS  another  that  died  that  same  day  with  all  the  worst  symptoms 
of  blood-poisoning,  the  fatal  issue  being  preceded  by  vomiting 
and  diarrhoea,  and  finally  by  melaena.  Now  and  again  I  find  it 
necessary  to  continue  the  Bdladorma  longer  than  twenty-four 
hours,  and  when  I  do  I  find  it  answers  quite  well  to  alternate 
the  hiniodide  with  it. 

In  the  non-malignant  forms  of  the  disease  I  seldom  prescribe 
any  other  medicine  than  Belladonna  followed  by  the  biniodide, 
finding  these  sufficient  to  combat  the  whole  attack.  The  action 
of  the  biniodide  in  these  cases,  and  the  decided  effect  produced 

in  the  case  of  Miss  M ,  give  me  confidence  in  it  in  this 

stage  of  the  severer  forms,  unless  there  are  very  decided  indi- 
cationa  for  the  empioyment  of  some  other  remedy,  such  as 

KaU  BtOHROHIODU, 

which  I  have  used  several  times  in  some  of  the  milder  types, 
but  only  in  one  anxious  case,  and  in  all  these  this  medicine 
alone  has  been  suffiviont  to  remove  the  disease.  It  was  selected 
solely  on  account  of  the  presence  in  them  of  the  character- 
iettc  yellow-browQ  fur  on  the  tongue.  In  these  cases,  as  in  all 
others  of  any  kind  in  which  this  remedy  is  decidedly  indicated 
by  the  above  condition  of  the  tongue,  it  acts  with  wonderful 
rapidity  and  power. 

In  addition  to  the  internal  remedies  I  frequently  order  a 
gargle  made  by  adding  the  tincture  of  Phytolacca  to  glycerine. 
If  the  child  is  too  young  to  gargle,  I  order  it  to  be  apj>lted  to 
the  throat  with  a  brush.  I  have  sometimes  used  the  perman- 
ganate of  poiaah  as  a  gargle,  and  now  and  again  murialic  add 
spray. 

Hepab  Sulphuris 

I  have  never  used  for  the  disease,  but  I  always  prescribe  it 
during  convalescence,  and  with  marked  benefit  to  the  throat. 
Though  BelladonTUi,  the  biniodide,  muriatic  add,  and  Phyto~ 
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lacca  are  iiflefiil  in  their  own  spheres,  and  though  the  perman- 
ganate  and  Chloride  of  Ltme,  both  of  which  I  hiive  also  used, 
may  act  with  decided  benefit  as  superGcial  disinfectants  in  pre- 
venting re-poiBoning,  yet  they  all  so  often  fail  in  the  malignant 
form  of  the  disease  as  to  force  upon  me  the  eouTictiuu  that  as 
yet  we  have  no  real  specific  for  this  malady. 

In  a1[  the  fatal  cases  among  my  own  patients,  excluding  the 
laryngeal  variety,  there  has  always  been  within  the  first  few 
days  a  very  decided  improvement  in  all  the  symptoms,  bnt 
before  the  end  of  the  first  week  a  re-poisoning  or  re-infection 
has  taken  place,  and  after  that  a  rapid  retrogression,  and  a  free 
and  fresh  invasion  of  the  throat.  I  have  therefore  diosen  to 
call  this 

The  Third  Stage,  ob  Staoe  op  Relapse. 

For  some  years  I  have  had  no  faith  in  any  remedy  for  this 
stage,  though  I  have  tried  Phytoiacca,  Permanganate  of  Pot~ 
aah,  and  Chloride  of  Lime.  The  only  remedy  I  have  faith  in 
now  is  removal  of  the  patient  from  the  poisoned  atmosphere  of 
the  house  to  as  pure,  dry,  and  cold  air  as  possible,  that  it  may 
effect  the  destructive  oxidation  of  the  noxious  materials 
against  which  we  are  contending. 

I  went  one  morning  during  the  outbreak  in  1866  to  perform 
tracheotomy  in  a  bad  laryngeal  case.  The  house  was  so  bad 
that  I  thought  the  child  would  have  no  chance  in  such  a  place. 
I  therefore  sent  it  off  at  once  to  Edinburgh  to  be  operated  on 
in  a  large,  roomy  ward.  It  was  so  much  relieved  when  it 
reached  Edinburgh,  or  rather  by  the  time  the  surgeon  saw  it, 
that  he  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  operate.  In  a  few  days  it 
was  brought  home  quite  well.  This  case  made  a  deep  im- 
pression on  me.  Dr.  Hilhers,  I  believe,  advises  removal.  I 
became  aware  of  this  through  Dr.  Hughes's  writings ;  but  I 
am  now  speaking  of  events  that  led  me  to  a  similar  treatment 
before  I  could  be  aware  of  Dr.  Uilbers'  view,  as  Dr.  Hughes's 
book  bad  not  then  appeared :  — 

In  the  following  case  I  put  this  treatment  to  the  teat :  — 

Miss  L and  her  two  brothers  were  attacked  at  the  same 

VOL.  XI.    tro.  T.  ifi 
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time  with  diphtheria  in  a  severe  form.  On  the  fifth  day  all 
three  were  much  improved,  the  girl  especially,  who  was  feel- 
ing so  much  better  that  she  could  uat  be  kept  lying  down, 
but  iusisted  on  sitting  up  iu  bed  to  arrange  wools  for  some 
canvas  work.  Sixth  day,  atationary.  Seventh  day,  not  so 
well.  Eighth  day,  decidedly  much  worse.  Ninth  day,  get- 
ting rapidly  worse.  Ou  the  second  day  of  her  relapse  I  found 
symptoms  of  re-infection  showing  themselves  iu  both  her 
brothers,  who,  during  the  next  two  days,  got  steadily  worse. 
After  the  relapse  I  changed  to  the  Permanganate  internally, 
and  made  into  a  gargle.  The  condition  of  the  girl  on  the 
tenth  day  at  noon  was  this:  Pulse  170;  fresh  mvasion  of 
the  throat,  and  the  voice  now  gave  evidence  that  the  exudation 
had  invaded  the  larynx  also;  the  skin  presented  the  dark, 
dirty  look  of  severe  blood-poisoning.  The  patient  could  not 
be  prevailed  upon  to  taste  food,  and  had  taken  nothing  since 
the  relapse.  Too  frequent  and  sad  expeiience  of  such  cases 
compelled  [me  to  predict  not  only  the  worst,  but  that  I  feared 
death  must  take  place  within  twenty-four  hours  or  forly-eight 
at  most.  I  fortunately,  however,  remembered  the  happy 
effects  of  the  accidental  cure  by  the  removal  of  the  child  to 
the  Edinburgh  Infirmary.  I  therefore  had  all  the  three 
patients  wrapped  up  and  removed  to  the  seaside,  where  we 
found  an  empty  house.  The  girl  I  enveloped  in  blankets  and 
placed  in  a  chair,  during  the  hours  of  daylight,  at  a  large  open 
window,  with  a  crisp,  cold,  and  very  keen  east  wind  blowing 
full  upon  her.  The  nest  day  there  was  a  wonderful  change  in 
her  condition ;  and  after  that  she  gave  me  little  anxiety. 
They  all  made  a  good  and  perfect  recovery,  though  the  girl 
was  long  in  regaining  her  voice. 

Perhaps  it  was  unnecessary  to  go  to  the  length  of  this  sud- 
den and  extreme  exposure  to  so  cold  and  dry  a  wind  ;  but  it 
must  be  remembered  that  the  case  was  in  extremis,  and  that 
therefore  some  rapidly-acting  remedy  was  necessary  to  give 
her  a  chance  of  life.  Curiously  enough  she  did  not  contract 
even  a  cold  in  the  head  by  this  sudden  change  from  ten  days 
iu  bed.  It  seems  necessary  to  give  the  remedy  a  fair  trial, 
and  to  award  to  her  the  full   benefit  of  the  ozone  we  had 
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providentially  supplied  to  iis,  in  abundance,  at  the  opportune 
moment. 

The  j^ood  effects  of  tbft  removal  in  the  cases  of  these  three 
patients  was  so  very  decided,  and  the  recovery  after  it  bo  rapid, 
that  since  then  I  endeavor  to  ward  of  the  third  eta^e.  If  the 
case  is  not  improving  satisfactorily  by  the  third  or  fourth  day, 
I  send  out  the  patient  in  an  open  carriage  once  or  twice  a  day 
for  a  lengthened  drive,  if  circumstances  prevent  complete 
removal,  as  they  often  do  from  the  difficulty  of  getting  any 
one  to  consent  to  take  such  patients  in.  In  cases  of  post- 
diphtheritic panilysis,  removal,  especially  to  the  seaside,  is 
almost  indispensable.  Why,  then,  should  we  not  wnrd  off  all 
hy  an  earlier  change?  I  have  not  seen  any  injury  to  the 
patient  by  sending  him  out  on  the  third  or  fourth  day  of  the 
disease. 

I  have  recorded  how  an  accident  led  me  to  see  the  good 
effect  produced  by  the  removal  of  the  patient  to  a  pure  air.  I 
shall  now  bring  these  notes  to  a  close  by  relating  very  briefly 
the  history  of  two  characteristic  cases  which  may  help  to  a 
more  correct  treatment  in  some  instances.  For  some  years 
before  this  I  had  often  thought  over  the  relationship  that 
appeared  to  me  to  exist  between  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria  : 
the  albuminuria,  generally  temporary,  —  the  parts  of  the  body 
generally  invaded,  —  but  in  particular  the  great  tendency  in 
both  to  a  special  localization  of  the  eruption,  and  its  peculiar 
product  on  the  throat.  Is  not  the  odor  also  of  the  breath 
similar  to  that  of  scarlet  fever  and  rttthein? 

I  was  called  to  visit  R.  L.  on  the  6th.  His  illness  had  set  in 
a  day  or  two  previously  with  some  fever,  accompanied  with 
Vomiting  and  swelling  of  the  cervical  glands.  To  all  appear- 
ance it  was  now  a  case  of  diphtheria  in  it^  malignant  form.  No 
eruption  could  be  discovered.  The  throat  and  fauces  were 
extensively  involved,  not  with  the  superficial  cronpous  exuda- 
tion often  seen  during  the  progress  of  a  case  of  scarlet  fever, 
but  with  the  special  product  of  diphtheria  deeply  imbedded  in 
the  mucous  membrane.  My  first  feeling  was  that  I  had  before 
me  a  case  combining  the  two  diseases.  lufiiienced,  however,  by 
the  opinion  of  medical  friends,  I  had  not  the  course  to  treat 
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the  case  as  one  of  scarlet  fever.  The  remedies  most  in  favor 
with  me  for  diphtheria  were  tried,  but  made  no  impressioa  od 
the  disease,  and  the  case  ended  fatally  on  the  8th,  or  the  third 
day  of  the  treatment. 

The  only  other  case  that  I  shall  relate  is  one  which  I  regard 
with  special  interest.  It  came  under  my  care  not  long  after 
Mr.  Pope's  paper  on  the  Ailanlhus  Glanduloea  was  published 
—  in  1867  — and  soon  after  a  fair  trial  had  shown  me  that  this 
medieine  was  destined  to  be  our  sheet  anchor  in  scarlet  tever. 

I  was  called  to  visit  J.  G.  on  the  10th.  This  case  was  in 
every  respect  similar  to  the  fatal  one  just  recorded.  Had  some 
fever,  accompanied  with  vomiting  od  the  7tb,  but  no  history  of 
any  eruption.  Now,  the  fourth  day  since  the  seizure,  no  trace 
of  eruption  on  the  skin,  and  scarcely  any  fever,  but  tJiie  throat 
extensively  invaded  with  diphtheritic  exudation. 

Od  careful  inquiry  I  found  that,  during  a  short  absence  from 
bia  mother's  house,  he  had  been  within  the  circle  of  a  local  out- 
break of  scarlet  fever.  I  ordered  the  patient  to  be  carefully 
and  warmly  wrapped  up  in  bed,  and  to  have  three  drops  of  the 
mother  tincture  of  ailantkua  every  half  hour.  On  the  second 
day  of  the  treatment  an  eruption,  scarcely  possible  to  recoguiea 
as  the  pure  scarlatinal,  appeared  on  the  lower  part  of  the  body. 
I  have  known  the  eruption  appear  only  on  the  legs,  and  hence 
it  may  often  be  overlooked.  On  the  third  day  I  was  able  to 
say  that  all  danger  was  past.  In  the  treatment  of  scarlet  fever 
by  A.ilantkits  I  always  look  for  marked  improvement  by  the  third 
day,  when  the  medicine  has  thrown  the  eruption  well  out  on  the 
external  skin.  The  recovery  was  rapid  and  complete.  No 
other  medicine  was  giveo,  and  no  other  ti'eatment  employed, 
save  keeping  the  patient  in  bed  till  desquamation  was  effected. 
There  were  no  sequelse. 

Your  time  does  not  permit  of  my  adducing  ftirther  proof  of 
the  existence  of  this  form  of  the  disease ;  I  coDsider,  however, 
that  the  two  cases  given  above  will  be  sufficient  to  justify  the 
statement  already  made,  that  there  is  a  disease,  possiUy  infec- 
tious, which  posses  for  diphtheria,  but  which  is  in  reality  what 
I  am  disposed  to  call  Scarlatinal  Diphtheria.  The  existence  of 
an  offensive  odor  would  of  itself  incline  me  to  suspect  that  the 
case  was  one  of  this  variety.     It  is  not  so  decidedly  infectious 
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as  to  incline  me  to  look  upon  it  as  a  form  of  undeveloped  scar- 
let fever.  I  prefer  to  look  upon  it  as  a  hybrid  caused  by  the 
simultaneous  operation  of  the  poiaooa  of  both  scarlet  fever  and 
diphtheria.  In  analogy  with  this  we  have  rQtheln,  a  disease 
produced  by  the  combined  action  of  the  poisons  of  scarlet  fever 
and  measles.  In  measles  the  eruption  tends  to  develop  more 
on  the  external  than  on  tho  internal  skin,  and  hence  its  milder 
form  and  greater  immunity  from  grave  scquelee ;  while  in  scar- 
let fever,  though  more  nearly  balanced,  there  is  rather  a  greater 
tendency  to  develop  on  the  internal.  We  have  thus  a  hybrid 
in  rOtbeln,  with  a  predominance  of  measles  externally,  while 
the  throat  is  more  that  of  scarljet  fever.  The  eruption  in  diph- 
theria is  thrown  entirely  on  the  internal  skin,  with  conceiitra- 
tiou  for  the  most  part  on  the  throat ;  and  when  conjoined  with 
scarlet  fever,  though  there  is  a  slight  eruption  externally,  the 
great  force  of  the  eruption  in  the  hybrid  —  scarlatinal  diphthe- 
ria—  is  cast  upon  the  mucous  membrane,  with  a  great  tendency 
to  have  its  special  product  localized  on  the  throat ;  hence  its 
malignity. 

For  many  years  past,  when  called  to  visit  a  case  of  dipbtbo- 
ris,  I  have  always  made  careful  inquiry,  even  before  tho  above 
cases  occurred,  with  the  view  of  finding  out  whether  the  attack 
set  in  with  vomiting  along  with  the  fever,  and  whether  there 
was  any  history  of  exposure  to  scarlet  fever  infection.  On 
finding  these  conditions  to  exist,  I  have  always  prescribed 
Ailajitfius. 

I  ought  to  mention  here  that  I  should  not  be  inclined,  how- 
ever, to  order  the  removal  of  a  scarlatinal  case  as  I  do  one  of 
the  pure  disease. 

Had  I  time  to  give  all  my  experience  of  later  years,  partic- 
ularly in  Edinburgh  since  my  removal  here  in  1869,  it  would 
be  found  that  the  whole  of  that  experience  supported  the  con- 
clusions already  stated. 

It  is  with  diphtheria  as  it  was  with  scarlet  fever  up  till  the 
time  of  the  Ailanthus  —  we  have  as  yet  no  medicine  that  excites 
a  condition  analogons  to  that  produced  by  the  diptheritic 
poison.  Till  some  fortunate  accident  reveals  to  us  such  a  rem- 
edy, we  must  content  ourselves  with  meeting,  as  best  we  may, 
the  separate  conditions  presented  to  us  in  this  dire  disease^^^ole 
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MEDICAL  LEGISLATION. 

EsTBACra  are  given  below  tVom  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
Legisliition  to  the  American  Institute  of  Honiceopatliy,  a  document  hav- 
ing the  strongest  ciniras  upon  the  attention  or  ever^  citizen.  Although 
we  are  not  of  the  same  raiud  with  the  author  of  the  paper  preceding 
the  preamble  and  resolutions,  on  Ntrme  points  of  detniL,  we  earnestly 
recommend  to  onr  readers  a  careful  consideration  of  the  principles  rep- 
resented by  the  rej)ort,  and  the  dangers  this  is  intendt-'d  to  avert. 

It  scarcely  admits  of  a  donbt  tiiat  the  power  of  both  the  great  asso- 
ciations representing  the  dominant  party  in  medicine  in  this  country 
is  on  the  point  of  being  put  to  uses  which  will  serlonsly  threaten  the 
liberty  of  the  citizen  as  well  as  the  rights  and  privileges  of  individual 
opinion  on  the  subject  of  therapeutics.  It  is  quite  tooeyidcnt  that  the 
leading  spirits  in  both  these  bodies  are  not  only  men  of  the  rankest 
conservatism,  but  of  that  ambitious  sort  as  welt,  which  is  most  out  of 
place  and  most  dangerous  in  an  assembly  or  organization  for  scien- 
tific purposes.  Were  the  advancement  of  science  and  the  public  wel- 
fare the  ouly  motives  from  which  the^e  societies  draw  their  inspira- 
tions, it  is  liighly  improbable  that  the  men  who  arc  already  in  posses- 
sion of  every  neeilful  power  and  of  every  position  of  advantage  from 
vliich  to  apply  effectively  the  best  professional  knowledge,  should 
strenuously  endeavor  to  obtain  unrestricted  control  of  all  the  medical 
schools,  hospitals,  asylums,  postsi,  camps,  etc.,  before  they  cao  fairly 
begin  to  execute  their  beneficent  designs.  As,  with  very  few  exceptions, 
these  institutions  are,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  entirely  under  the 
direction  of  the  American  Medical  Association  and  open  to  every 
improvement  the  Public  Health  Associution  can  suggest,  as  they  are 
officered  by  members  of  those  influential  organizations,  and  governed 
by  laws  and  rules  of  their  own  making,  and  by  circumstances  which  it 
will  be  wholly  impoiisibic  to  change  at  once  by  any  proclamation  or 
flat  of  the  central  government,  it  is  difficult  to  understand  what  addi- 
tional power  could  be  granted  hut  that  of  foiestnlling  the  possibility 
of  introducing  into  these  centres  of  medical  influence  anything  whicli 
the  present  generaiion  of  stlf-styled  "  regulars  "  considers  heresy. 
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All  the  outcry  about  raising  (he  standard  of  medical  qaalifieatlons, 
BO  Treely  veoted  at  the  meetings  of  tbese  ttro  povrerful  bodies  and  in 
their  journals,  is  wholly  unable  to  disgaise  the  fact  that  the  enemy  they 
are  ao  fiercely  girding  themselves  np  to  meet  is  neither  qaack<>ry,  nor 
ignorance,  nor  human  suffering,  but  the  force  which  threatens  the 
traditional  authority  of  their  practice  and  their  standing.  Obnoxions 
*'  dogmas,"  which  have  demonstrated  their  right  to  be  considered 
calmly  and  to  be  met  in  a  humane  and  scientiflc  spirit,  throw  these  soci- 
eties iutoaperfectfrenzy  of  indignation,  while  all  the  mass  of  acknowl- 
edged errors,  crude  theories,  and  abominable  practices  with  which  con- 
servative medicine  affiliates  freely ;  all  the  destructive  and  illegal 
quackery  everywhere  practised  openly ;  the  unrestricted  sale  of  patent 
medicines  ;  and  similar  crying  abuses  scarcely  call  forth  as  much  as  a 
mnrmnr. 

The  power  now  demanded  is  the  arbitrary  power  to  determine 
anthoritatively  what  is  and  what  is  not  "  irregular  and  irresponsible 
practice  "  ;  to  declare  any  reform  that  will  not  adapt  itself  readily  to 
the  dominant  prejudices  and  traditions  to  he  quackery,  and  to  crush  it 
ont  the  more  effectually  by  classing  it  with  everything  that  is  vile ;  in 
a  word,  to  make  a  narrow  and  paltry  code  of  ethics,  framed  for  the 
guidance  of  &  clique,  the  law  of  the  land,  and  thereby  to  wrest  from  the 
people  the  power  of  chartering  medical  institutions,  of  choosing  their 
own  doctors,  and  above  all,  of  standing  as  the  sole  and  final  arbiters 
between  the  confiicting  demands  of  professional  sects  and  parties. 

The  idea  of  raising  medicine  to  "  imperial  rank"  Is  not  only  a  shal- 
low absurdity,  bnt  viewed  in  the  light  of  the  history  of  human  prog- 
ress it  assumes  the  form  of  a  preposterous  piece  of  arrogance,  invoU 
ODiarily  snggesting  Ciesarism,  nepotism,  and  every  other  abomina- 
tion which  is  or  ought  to  be  execrable  in  our  republic  as  well  as  in  the 
republic  of  science.  That  such  an  idea  should  have  been  broached 
and  eagerly  received  by  the  members  of  a  liberal  proftission  at  the 
present  day  and  inthis  country,  is  anything  but  an  edifying  reflection, 
and  has  significance,  as  showing  the  growth  of  an  utter  indifference  to 
those  higher  laws  which  should  govern  the  public  actions  of  scientiflc 
men  and  bodies,  and  which  have  always  been  supposed  to  suffer  the 
least  restriction  under  a  free  government. 

In  »pite  of  the  obstructive  professional  mannerism  begotten  by 
their  code  of  elhios  and  passing  current  everywhere  among  the  rising 
generation  of  allopaths  for  scientiflc  merit,  and  in  spite  of  their 
an  reason  ably  conservative  and  unscientific  exclnsivenees,  which 
stands  in  the  way  of  all  needed  reform  in  the  healing  art,  —  both  the 
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Americnn  Medical  AsBociation  and  the  Public  Healtb  Aaaocialion 
contain  many  ctcmeiils  of  great  promise  for  the  good  of  the  public  and 
the  profesaioD.  But  to  ploce  nDlimited  and  irresponsible  power  pei^ 
nianeDtly  into  the  bands  of  even  tlie  most  virtuous,  and  for  the  most 
salutary  purposes,  is  a  proceeding  fraught  with  bo  much  danger  and 
so  entirely  at  variance  nith  the  principles  as  well  ae  the  best  traditious 
and  sentiments  of  the  nation,  that  the  idea  caimot  be  seriously  enter- 
tained for  a  moment  in  the  legislatures.  Some  three  years  ago,  when 
we  heard  much  of  a  National  University,  President  Eliot,  of  Harvard, 
—  to  whom,  by  the  way,  the  credit  of  raising  the  standard  of  medical 
educatiou  is  solely  due,  although  be  stands  quite  outside  of  the  pro- 
fession,—  raised  his  voice  so  powerfully  against  such  a  ceotralitaUoa 
of  educational  power  and  influence,  that  from  that  day  to  tbia  the  sub- 
ject baa  scarcely  been  mentioned.  As  his  arguments  were  precisely 
the  same  as  those  which  homceopatliists  have  at  all  times  opposed  to 
State  medicine  and  personal  ascendency  in  matters  pertaining  to 
science,  and  as  his  reasons  at  once  sank  deep  into  the  moat  intelligent 
minds  in  the  country,  we  are  confident  that  in  tbe  face  of  the  two  most 
powerfiil  medical  organizations,  and  of  their  determination  to  knock 
loud  and  long  at  the  doora  of  the  State  and  national  legislatures,  there 
will  be  no  "  imperial  rank  "  for  medicine  in  this  generation. 

With  all  the  deplorable  evils  wliich  too  often  arise  from  making  mat- 
ters as  vitally  important  as  those  of  public  health  and  medical  educa- 
tion "  everybody's  business,"  these  evila  are  obviously  very  much  leas 
serious  and  muth  more  easily  remedied  than  those  which  invariably 
grow  ont  of  the  usurpation  of  "  imperial "  power  by  individuals  or 
societies  having  aims  and  objects  distinct  from  those  of  the  people  at 
large.  That  the  two  associations  clamoring  for  unlimited  power  to 
control  all  the  medical  tliougbt  and  action  of  the  oountr}'  have  pri- 
vate aims  and  objects  is  sulficicntly  apparent ;  and  in  view  of  the 
existence  of  the  most  bitter  and  implacable  party  spirit  their  una- 
nimity can  no  more  be  accepted  as  evidence  of  an  urgent  need  for 
their  particular  demand,  than  the  respectability  of  the  names  heading 
the  movement  can  be  accepted  as  a  guarantee  for  the  carrying  ont  of 
none  bnt  wise  and  benc6cent  plans. 

That  there  is  urgent  need  for  reform  and  progress  in  most  of  the 
matters  indicated  in  the  programme  for  the  creation  of  State  and 
national  Boards  of  Health  has  long  been  painfully  evident ;  but  it  is  no 
less  clear  to  all  outside  of  the  allopathic  party  that  equally  urgent 
needs  exist  for  other  searching  reforms,  which,  as  yet,  ibis  jMirty 
most  strenuously  resists.     It  is  for  tbe  purpose  of  securing  unfettered 
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progress  in  all  directions,  and  in  no  factious  or  obstructire  spirit,  that 
the  American  Insti  ute  chUs  upon  all  interested  in  Homceopathjr  and 
free  inquiry  to  stand  by  tbe  rigbt  of  the  people  to  control  the  institu- 
tions they  are  taxed  to  support,  and  to  hold  iheir  servant.^  responsible 
for  the  powers  given  into  their  hands.  Koue  could  nelcome  the  cre- 
ation of  efficient  Boards  of  Health  more  gladly  thau  we,  or  desire  uioi  e 
earnestly  the  establishment  of  proper  Examining  Boards,  with  power 
to  license  well^qimlifled  practitioners  ;  but  until  the  proposal  Tor  tht?Jr 
creation  comes  in  perfect  good  faith  and  with  the  evident  intention  of 
benefiting  only  the  public  and  science,  we  must  resist  it  aa  we  have 
done  hitherto,  and  there  can  be  little  doubt  of  our  being  able  to  do 
BO  with  sncoese. 

*'  It  bas  been  apparent  to  every  n-ader  of  medical  literature 
and  to  every  observer  of  legislative  doings  in  onr  eountry,  during 
tbe  past  few  years,  that  a  new  and  vigorous  effort  is  being  made  od 
the  part  of  the  American  Medical  Association  and  its  offsprinfr, 
the  American  Public  Health  Association,  to  have  a  new  depart- 
ment of  government  erected,  under  their  control,  the  officer*  of  which 
shall  reside  at  Washington  and  at  the  several  State  capitals,  to  super* 
viae  and  regulate  tbe  medical  and  sanitary  interests  of  the  country. 

*'  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Public  Health  Associa- 
tion in  Philadelphia,  in  Korember,  1874,  the  retiring  president,  Dr. 
Smith,  in  a  formal  manner,  said ;  — 

" '  Those  who  have  carefully  observed  the  progress  of  events  during 
the  past  few  years  must  have  recognized  a  new  element  in  our  politi- 
cal system,  which  is  destined  to  become  a  power  of  no  mean  import 
in  the  Public  Health  Service.  In  every  State  tbe  agitation  has  b^nn 
which  can  only  terminate  in  the  incorporation  of  this  new  element  of 
administration  into  State  and  municipal  governments.  Already  in  no 
less  than  seven  States  bas  State  Medicine  found  an  abiding  place, 
and  in  the  central  government ;  and  there  can  I>e  little  doubt  tbat 
within  every  State  the  Union  will  inaugurate  its  sanitary  branch  of 
this  general  government.  We  recognize  in  this  new  element  in  the 
State  the  same  power  which,  in  the  Koman  commonwealth  and  empire, 
gave  medicine  imperial  rank, 

" '  Every  State  ought,  under  the  gnidance  of  competent  medical 
authority,  to  take  charge  of  all  the  schools  of  medicine  and  surgery 
within  its  borders,  regulate  their  courses  of  study,  and  confer  degrees 
upon  candidates,  and  thus  establish  a  standard  of  medical  qualifica- 
tions.' 

"  Id  Ills  peroration  the  president  had  been  tracing  the  progress  of 
medicine  in  ancient  Etome,  snowing  how  it  had  strugglea  up  through 
difficulties  to  imperial  greatness  and  power. 

"  After  picturing  those  halcyon  days  in  Roman  history,  when  politi- 
cal, religious,  and  medical  forces  were  correlated  in  the  hands  of  the 
Cwsars,  when  the  organized  medical  anthorities  '  were  fully  empow- 
ered to  enforce  tlie  most  thorough  medical  education  and  to  auppreim 
ali  forms  of  irregular  awd  irresponeibte  practice^'  he  says,  — 
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" '  This  review  of  tlie  state  of  tlie  medical  art  <1uriiig  the  early 
periods  of  Roman  history  conveys  a  suggestive  and  useful  lesaon. 
'Ihc  century  wbicb  is  aliout  to  close  has  been,  like  the  first  period  of 
ancient  Borne,  the  unorganized  laity  phase  of  the  medical  art  ia  tbis 
country.' 

'^  And  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association 
in  Lfouiaville,  last  month.  Dr.  Bowditch,  of  Boston,  read  a  paper  od 
Public  Hygiene,  in  which  he  said, — 

"  <  He  thought  there  should  be  a  department  of  hygiene  created  by 
the  government,  wliich  should  be  represented  in  the  presidential  cal)- 
inet.  This  would  embrace  the  oversight  of  hospitals,  insane  asylums, 
forts,  eamps.  liarracks,  medical  stoieUouscs.  etc. 

" '  In  the  event  of  the  establishment  of  this  great  enterprise,  every 
State  should  have  a  counsellor,  and  all  be  present  at  any  raeetinE- 

"  '  Each  counsellor  should  hold  office  five  years,  and  be  re-elected 
if  such  should  be  thought  desirable.  In  addition  he  suggested  thiit 
this  (American  Medical)  Association  should  have  the  right  to  select, 
every  five  years,  four  men  as  counsellors  at  large  for  tJhe  nation. 

"'And,  finally,  the  national  government  should  be  represented  Id 
the  council  by  the  Healtli  fiecretary,  Surgeon-General,  and  Signal 
Officer. 

"'This  Health  Association,  composed  of  one  from  the  medical 
organization  of  each  State,  would  be  of  national  significance.' 

"At  the  conclusion  of  Dr.  Bowditch's  paper  the  following  resolu- 
tion was  adopted :  — 

"  Betolre'l,  That  each  year,  until  otherwise  ordered,  the  president 
elect  and  the  Permanent  Secretary  be  ilireoted  to  aitpeal,  in  the  name 
of  this  Aijsoctation,  to  the  authorities  of  each  State  where  no  State 
Beard  of  Health  exists,  urging  them  to  establish  such  Boards." 

The  views  of  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy  are  expressed 
in  the  following ;  — 

"The  Committee  on  Legislation  respectfully  submit  the  following 
preamble  and  resolutions  for  the  action  of  the  Institute,  as  expressive 
of  its  views  and  of  the  conrse  of  action  to  be  taken  by  the  hom(Bt>- 
paihio  medical  profession  of  the  United  States  with  reference  to  the 
above  subjects:  — 

"  '  Wkeieas,  A  vigorous  effort  is  being  made  for  the  erection  of  a 
standard  of  medical  orthodoxy  that  shall  be  authoritative  in  the  gen- 
eral government  and  in  the  sevpral  State  governments,  and  for  the 
enforcement  of  which  medical  Examining  Boards  of  a  sectarian  char* 
acter  are  proposed,  with  power  to  license  or  prohibit  practitioners  of 
the  healing  art,  at  pleasure,  or  upon  conditions  inconsistent  with  the 
freedom  guaranteed  by  our  form  of  government ;  and  whereas  each 
effort  at  the  establishment  of  authoritative  or  State  medicine  has 
appeared  under  the  guise  of  sanitary  science,  and  as  if  designed  for 
the  promotion  of  the  public  health  ;  and  whereas  in  States  whose  legis- 
latures have  already  bcim  induced  by  such  effuit  to  apiwiut  Boards  cf 
Medical  Examiners  and  Boards  of  Health,  it  is  apparent  that  not  the 
advancement  of  medical  learning,  nor  increase  of  medical  skill,  nor 
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yet  the  protection  of  the  pahljc  health,  are  paramotmt  obiecta,  but 
ratber  that  these  are  secondary  to  the  promotion  of  sectarian  pur- 
poses and  the  a<:graii(lizeinei!t  of  certain  medical  associations,  to  the 
diaparngi;nient  of  others  ;  and  whereas  all  such  efforLs  are  subversive 
of  proper  individual  freedom  and  of  the  true  interests  of  science  and 
of  the  people,  deserving  the  earnest  con d era niition  of  this  body,  whith 
oves  its  existence  and  wide-spread  influence  to  the  entire  absence  of 
R  governmental  medical  censorship,  — 

•^ '  Resolved,  1st.  That  we  regard  it  as  a  fundamental  principle  thai 
the  Slate  has  no  right  to  erect  a  standard  of  medical  oithodoxy ; 

*'  •  2d.  That  the  appointment  of  State  Boards  of  medical  examiners, 
with  power  to  discriminate  among  medical  practitioners,  on  account  of 
medical  opinions,  or  credentials  of  scholastic  attainments  in  student 
life,  or  answers  to  such  questions  as  thej  may  choose  to  propound 
during  an  examination,  conducted  to  suit  their  own  preferences,  is 
wrong,  and  should  receive  onr  earnest  and  unceasing  opposition  ; 

'■  *  3d.  That  in  States  where  such  Boards  already  exist  a  fair  repre- 
sentation should  be  demanded  by  each  medical  sect  till  the  whole 
scheme  is  abolished ; 

"  *  4th.  That  while  now,  as  in  the  past,  we  are  decidedly  favorable 
to  an  enlightened  hygiene  for  individuals  and  for  the  public,  we  are 
earnestly  opposed  to  all  Boards  of  Healtli  and  all  sanitary  laws  created 
under  the  auspices  and  for  the  benefit  of  certain  medical  associations 
and  Cf  rtain  individuals,  to  the  exclusion  and  iletriment  of  all  others  ; 

"  '  5lh.  That,  the  better  to  carry  out  the  views  and  wishes  of  this 
body,  its  Commiltce  on  Legislation  he  instructed  to  appoint  a  sub- 
committee of  three  physicians  in  each  State,  who  shall  act  in  conjunc- 
tion with  tliem  in  their  respective  legislatures,  and  also  to  issu-)  a  cir- 
cular of  instrucLiona  to  the  State  committees  and  such  other  circulars 
as  may  be  deemed  best,  to  enlighten  the  profeseioa  and  the  public, 
and  to  influence  legislation  in  the  directions  indicated  by  these  reso- 
lutions.'" 


Tbe  utter  fallacy  of  Dr.  Stephen  Smith's  argument  will  be  seen 
by  recalling  the  historical  fact  that  under  the  Roman  commonwealth, 
medicine  was  exclusively  in  tbe  hands  of  slaves,  mainly  Greeks,  who 
sold  drugs,  officiated  at  the  baths,  and  occupied  a  position  even  less 
honorable  than  that  of  the  despised  barber- surgeons  of  tbe  Middle 
Ages.  It  was  not  until  atxiut  the  year  50  B.  C.  that  the  rights  of 
citizenship  were  granted  by  Julius  Ciesar  to  those  exercising  the 
liealing  art ;  and  it  was  fully  two  hundred  years  af1«r  this  that  med- 
ical officials  were  ap|>ointed,  —  the  ardiialri  auiici  and  archiatri popu- 
lares,  tbe  former  corresponding  to  the  court-physicians  or  perhaps 
medical  privy -counsellors  of  Europe,  the  latter  to  local  health  ofDccrs. 
Ill  the  absence  of  adequate  sanitary  legislation  and  of  intelligent  pub- 
liu  spirit,  they  were  called  npon  to  propose  and  execute  measures  fur 
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the  public  bealth,  to  watch  over  the  practice  of  midfrives,  surgeons, 
and  dentiste,  to  direct  medical  education  and  to  treat  the  poor  grs- 
tuitously.  It  was  ander  that  emineatly  liumanc  and  enlightened 
ruler,  Nero,  that  the  honorar}'  distinction  of  arcJUatrus  (chief  phjai- 
cian)  was  Brat  created,  and  much  later,  long  after  every  vestige  of 
popular  power  and  wisdom  had  been  blotted  ont,  and  imperial  Borne 
was  rapidly  approaching  its  downfall,  that  any  otBces  or  responsibU- 
itiea  were  attached  to  the  title.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  as  Bandl 
pninta  out  in  his  recent  work  on  poisons,  that  the  time  and  talents 
of  the  highest  medical  functionaries  of  the  Romao  ooort  were  occu- 
pied  with  Uie  preparation  of  subtle  and  oert^n  poisons,  with  which  it 
was  the  fnahion  to  expedite  the  "  rotation  in  office"  of  certain  court- 
ladies,  and  to  remove  inconvenient  husbands  and  other  relatives,  or 
troublesome  reformers  and  the  like.  Id  connection  with  the  growth 
of  "  ring  "  power,  third-term  Station,  the  somewhat  marked  tenden- 
cies of  our  civil  service,  and  the  peculiar  distribution  and  application 
of  political  power  in  this  republic  at  present,  the  demand  for  medicine 
with  "  imperial  rank  "  is  highly  appropriate.  Let  us  have  arckiatri  by 
all  means. 


For  proof  of  the  undisguised  reactionary  principles  of  t*e  American 
Medical  Association,  see,  among  others,  the  paper  read  by  Dr.  E.  H. 
Clarke  before  tbe  American  Medical  Aasociation,  in  which  the  "  con- 
tiiined  and  fi'equent  dose  "  of  drugs  is  advocated,  i.  e.  "  keeping  tbe 
bluod  cotUin-ually  charged  [the  italics  are  ouraj  with  a  medicine,  by  a 
euccession  of  single  doses."  —  Vol.  XCIII,  No.  6,  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal.  The  idea  is  clenrly  taken  from  HomiEOpathy,  but 
it  is  to  be  observed  that  the  object  is  not  to  obtain  the  curative  effect 
for  which  all  enlightened  therapeutist,8  are  contending  to-day,  bat 
the  physiological  eSect, — in  other  words,  the  crude,  prinioiy,  toxic 
effect. 

At  the  same  meeting,  tbe  venerable  Dr.  S.  D.  Gross  strongly  advi>- 
catod  the  rehabilitation  of  blood-letting  aa  a  powerful  and  effectual  pro- 
cedure in  inflammatory  diseases,  and  we  are  assured  by  the  correspou'I- 
ent  or  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  that  the  proposal  wu 
received  with  great  applause.  It  is  not  stated  whether  this  general 
and  warm  approval  arose  from  the  delight  experienced  by  the  delegates 
at  tbe  fact  that  the  profession  possesses  in  Dr.  O.  W.  Holmes  a  real, 
genuine  prophet,  or  from  the  conviction  that  modern  allopathic  prao- 
ticc  has  yielded  quite  too  much  to  tbe  influence  of  Uom<Bopatby. 


1876.] 


HOMOfflPATHT  VS.   ALLOPATHT. 


HOMtEOPATHT    VS.     ALLOPATHT,    IN   THE    MrCHIGAN 
STATE   PRISON. 


In  October.  1859,  tb«  anthorities  of  the  Uichigan  State  Prison, 
taking  the  lead  of  all  Bimilar  inatitntioni  !n  the  United  States,  S rat 
adopted  the  bomtBopatbic  treatment  in  the  Prloon  Hoapital.  Thinking 
it  may  be  uaefbl  and  intereiting  to  the  profeeaion  and  the  public,  to 
know  eometbing  of  its  suoceaB  during  the  years  in  which  I  was  in 
chaise,  I  will  give  a  anmmary  of  the  comparative  results,  which  are 
to  be  found  recorded  in  the  Annual  Prison  Beports. 

Taking  then,  first,  the  facts  for  three  years  under  each  medical  aye- 
tem,  we  have  the  following  result :  — 


Total  Wo.  of 


Under  Allopathic  treatnieDt  Id 
1S67,  isse,  Rndl8G» 

Under  Homoaopathlc  treatment 
In  1860,  leei.aad  1862.  . 


fl,GT8 
•600 


This  improvement  was  obtained,  notwithstanding  I  had  t«  contend 
during  the  years  1861-2  with  epidemics  of  small-poxt  of  which  there 
were  thirty-two  cases ;  of  measles,  of  which  there  were  thirty  cases,  and 
of  cholera,  of  which  there  were  forty-four  casee.  Many  of  these  lat- 
ter were  of  a  very  severe  type ;  but  all  were  successfully  treated  and 
q)eedlly  cured  by  infinitesimal  doses,  and  without  any  resort  to  any 
kind  of  "  heroic  medication." 

And  here  I  may  remark  that  the  success  of  the  homoBopathio  treat- 
ment was  so  great,  that  many  of  its  opponents  attempted  to  account 
for  it  in  other  than  the  right  and  legitimate  way.  Tbey  affirmed  that 
the  good  health  of  the  inmates  of  the  prison  was  owing  entirely 
to  the  abundant  supply  of  pure  artesian  water,  which  had  been  intro- 
duced a  short  time  previoaa  to  my  appointment.  But  they  failed  to 
see  that  the  water  lost  its  efficacy  soon  after  homoeopathlo  practice 
was  abandoned,  and  that  it  did  not  regain  its  virtues  until  that  sys- 
tem was  agtun  adopted  in  1872 ;  all  which  may^  seen,  by  referring 
to  the  prison  reports  for  the  next  ten  years,  when  allopathy  was  "  in  " 
and  Homoeopathy  was  "  out." 

Taking  another  and  later  comparison,  we  find  that,  in  round  num- 
bers,— 

Da7>>  taboi  l«t  OoMofHolplM 
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While  the  averajie  namher  of  convicts  during  the  last  two  years  wm 
greater  thaa  ever  before  id  the  history  of  the  prison. 

I  have  omitted  the  year  1S72,  because  my  attendance  began  in  the 
ii.id>lle  of  the  year,  and  I  wish  to  compare  only  full  years. 

Thus  it  will  be  clearly  Been  that  Homceopatby  is  far  in  advance  of 
the  ordinary  method  of  practice  in  saving  life,  in  abbreviating  suffe^ 
ing,  or  in  diminishing  expense. 

The  people  of  Michigan,  in  lookin<;  over  these  facts  as  contained  in 
the  prison  reports,  cannot  fail  to  perueive  the  great  advantage  of  the 
new  practice,  and  yet  it  is  well  known  that,  in  obedience  to  partisan 
prejudice  and  political  pressure,  an  allopathic  physician  haa  lately 
lieen  placed  over  those  unfortunates,  who  costs  the  tax-payera  of  the 
t4tat«  larger  sums  of  money,  ami  who  Iceeps  the  prisoners  upon  beds 
of  sickness  many  days  in  the  year  when  they  ought  to  be  at  work. 
And  thus,  in  spite  of  demonstrated  facts,  this  institution  is  managed 
without  due  regard  to  the  best  interests  of  the  State,  in  either  an 
economical  or  humanitarian  point  of  view. 

All  which  is  reapectAilly  submitted. 

Jacksok,  Mich.,  February,  1876. 


SOCIETIES  AND  INSTITUTIONS. 

•••R«p«rtoi>rallHomo>ap>tblgIfedliul  SikIi'Uu  ind  Iniihntkiiii,  whloh  rnkf  baof  (antnl 
er  (psdil  inMint  la  the  iirDteHlun,  nr*  rHpccUulir  (ollalwd. 


MIDDLESEX  SOUTH  HOM.  MED.  SOCIETY. 
The  April  meeting  of  the  society  was  held  at  the  office  of  Dr.  E. 
P.  Scalex,  Newton,  on  Thursday,  the  6tli,  and  was  a  very  interesting 
meeting.  Drs.  J.  W.  Bosworth,  of  West  Newton,  and  H.  A.Cljase,  of 
Cambridge  port,  were  elected  members.  The  society,  though  only  four 
months  organized,  is  now  in  a  flourishing  condition,  and  the  monthly 
meetings  are  becoming  very  interesting  and  instructive.  After  Uie 
transaction  of  business,  one  half-hour  was  devoted  to  the  relation  and 
discussion  of  interesting  and  peculiar  cases.  Dr.  S.  A.  Sylvester 
read  an  interesting  essay  upon  bronchitis,  and  that  subject  was  then 
open  for  discussion,  which  was  participated  in  by  nearly  all  the  mem- 
bers.   The  disRussion  closed  the  meeting. 

G.  H.  HACKETT, 

Secretary. 


TsB  New  Tome  Ophthalhic  HosprrAL  fob  Ete  and  Ear,  comer 
Sd  Avenue  and  23d  Street.  Report  for  the  month  ending  March  31, 
1876  :  Number  of  prescriptions,  2.814  ;  number  of  new  patients,  381  : 
number  of  patients  re^'i(Ient  in  the  hospital,  34  ;  average  daily  atl«ud- 
nncc,  US  ;  largest  daily  attendance,  162. 

ALFRED  WANSTALL,  M.  D., 

Jiesiiient   Surgeon. 


1876.]  BBVIBWS   AND  NOnOES   OP  BOOKS. 

REVIEWS  AND  NOTICES  OF  BOOKS. 


DiABETEis  AND  FooD.    On  the  Relations  between  Diabetes  and  Foo'i, 
and  its  application  to  the  treatment  of  the  disease     By  Artliur 
Scotl  Donkia,  M.D.     New  York  :  G.  P.  Putnam's  Sons. 
Dr.  Donlcin,  the  advocate  of  tbe  strictly  skimmed  milk  diet,  us  tbe 
most  possible  means  of  cure  in  diabetes,  has  at  various  times  a<l- 
TSDced  ideas  on  the  nature,  origin,  ami  conduct  of  this  disease  alto- 
gether at  variance  wilh  existing  opinions.     It  is  for  the  fui  ther  eluci- 
dation and  support  of  tlieae  ideas,  and  for  the  advocacy  of  certain 
dietetic  rules,  that  this  hook  is  written. 

The  author  first  iovestigates  the  current  theories  on  the  pathology 
of  the  disease,  whicli  he  by  no  means  endorses.  He  does  not  believe 
that  tbe  urine-sngar  in  diabetes  is  due  to  an  exaggeration  of  the  nor- 
mal production  of  glycogen  by  the  liver,  as  advocated  by  Bernard, 
Pavy,  and  others,  bnt  that  "the  disea.se  is  one  of  morbid  nutrition 
and  morbid  secretion."  In  conclusion  on  this  point  be  says, 
"  According  to  this  view,  the  healthy  Ainction  of  the  liver  in  secret- 
ing glycogen  is  suspended  or,  for  tbe  time,  abolished,  and  the  liver 
cells  secrete  diabetic  sugar  directly  as  a  morbid  product  instead :  this 
dial)etic  sugar  being  a  ntw  fnrm,aiion  foreign  to  the  organism,  and 
therefore  without  a  function  to  discharge  ;  in  fact  a  morbid  growth 
differing  from  other  diseased  growths  of  cellular  origin  in  one  essen- 
tial or  specific  character ;  namely,  that  it  is  a  cryslalloidal  substance, 
which,  instead  of  accumulating,  or  growing,  as  it  is  termed,  among  the 
tissues,  whereit  is  formed,  like  ordinary  eoUoid'd  formations  or  products, 
and  leading  to  the  enlargement  or  deslruction  of  organs,  as  the  case 
may  be,  is  subject  to  the  laws  of  osmosis  with  a  strong  affinity  for 
water,  its  endoamotic  equivalent.  Therefore  it  passes  into  the  cur- 
rent of  the  circulation  as  quickly  as  it  is  formed,  leaving  the  tissues 
in  which  it  is  generated  intact,  uninjured,  and  unenlai^ed  ;  hence  tbe 
difflcnlty  of  detecting  the  seat  of  Its  formation." 

The  author  then  considers  tlie  misappropriation  of  food  in  diabetes, 
and  shows  the  order  in  which  the  different  principles  of  food  are 
appropriated  as  the  disease  progresses.  He  first  considers  tbe  "  first 
Btage,"  where  the  starchy  and  saccharine  principles  of  tbe  food  are 
misappropriated;  here,  in  opposition  to  Bouchdrdal  and  Pavy,  the 
author  does  not  tbink  that  lactose  or  milk-sugar  has  any  injurious  effect 
on  a  diabetic,  while  he  does  tbink  that  the  fatty  matters  are  convert- 
ible into  sugar ;  nexf,  tbe  second  stage,  or  the  condition  of  affair* 
when  the  disease  may  be  said  to  be  confirmed,  is  considered ;  tbe  mis- 
appropriation of  tbe  three  albuminous  principles  of  the  food,  the 
emaciation  of  the  patient,  state  of  blood,  increased  excretion  of  urea 
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and  diabetic  coma  are  investigated  ;  to  the  latter  condition  (dinbetio 
coma)  the  author  gives  Cantani's  name  of  "  Acetoncemia,"  a  condi- 
tioD  due  to  the  decomposition  of  the  sti^ar  in  the  blood  with  tlie  pro* 
dnction  of  acetone,  a  volatile,  chloroform -like  fluid,  under  the  influ- 
ence of  which  -'  the  patient  falls  unconscious,  and  presents  all  the 
appearance  of  being  under  tlie  influence  of  chloroform."  The  last 
chapter  is  devoted  entirely  to  the  consideration  of  diet,  and  cases 
illuBtrative  of  the  efficacy  of  the  skim-milk  regimen,  from  wbicb  be 
draws  the  following  conolueions;  — 

1.  "  That  this  treatment  will,  as  a  (lenerat  rule,  remove  the  safiar 
from  the  urine  and  completely  remove  the  disease,  if  the  second  stage 
be  not  too  far  advanced  :  the  time  required  to  fVee  the  urine  entirely 
from  sugar  varying  from  twelve  days  to  five  or  six  weeks,  the  nsual 
period  of  its  removal  being  about  the  fburteentti  day. 

2.  That  if  the  disease  be  of  long  standing  and  the  second  stage 
too  fkr  advanced,  with  much  emaciation  and  the  general  injury 
inflicted  irreparable,  success  will  be  only  partial ;  in  the  majority  of 
such  instances  the  excretion  of  eager  mil  be  greatly  diminished  but 
not  prevented.  The  progress  of  the  disease  will  be  held  in  check  for 
an  indefinite  period,  so  that  patients  wilt  acquire  a  comparative  feel- 
ing of  health  and  comfort." 

The  autiior  presents  his  ideas  in  a  clear  and  plain  manner,  and 
where  he  criticises  the  existing  notions  and  theories  be  does  it  fVom  a 
scientiflc  standpoint,  and  in  presenting  his  own  theory,  he  subjects  it 
to  the  test  of  established  data  and  practical,  clinical  observation. 

J.  L.  C. 


ITEMS  AND  EXTRACTS. 


Os  THE     DCRATIOM    OT  QUAKAKTIHB     REQUIRED     AFTEH   PCERPERAI, 

Fbter.—  Dr.  Braxton  Hicks  states  it  has  frequently  been  urged  that 
an  opinion  should  be  anthoritatively  pronounced  for  a  guide  to  the 
profession  generally,  as  to  the  length  of  time  an  accoucheur  should 
abstaiu  from  midwifery  practice  after  attending  a  case  of  puerperal 
fever.  The  public,  he  thinks,  have  acquired  an  idea  that' it  requires 
three  months'  puriflcation  before  a  medical  man  is  fit  again  to  attend 
confinements.  It  is  obvious  that  no  statement  of  this  Icind  can  have 
originated  from  the  profession,  as,  w<?re  the  same  rule  to  exist  after 
all  cases  of  zymosis,  the  impossibility  of  practice  is  clear.  He  has 
always  held  himself  that  Uiree  weeks'  absence,  and  puriflcation,  are  the 
best  approximation  to  the  requirements  of  the  case,  giving  ample  time 
—  probably  more  than  what  is  actually  necessary  —  to  discharge  the 
poison  from  the  system  and  clothes.  Tbia  was  also  Dr.  Lever's  opin- 
ion, and  its  soundness  has  been  borne  out  by  long  experience  over 
very  lai^e  fields  of  observation. —  B^Utsk  Sfedkal  Journal,  Jan.  22, 
1876.  

Personal.  —  Through  InadverteDce,  the  address  of  F.  h.  Badcllffe,  U.D., 
was  given  at  New  York  City.  The  correct  address  is  198  CarroU  Street, 
Brookljn,  N.  Y. 


THE 


pew  #ngland  ^fdwal  (Saxrtte . 


BOSTON,  JtJNB,  1878. 


REFOET  OF  COMMITTEE  ON   PHARMACY. 

BY  E.    P.    COLBT,  U.D. 

[Read  befoi-4  the  Mauachusettt  Bomixopathic  Medical  Soeiety,  ApHl  12,  I8TG.] 
Mr.  President  and  Members  of  the  Society:  It  is  useless 
to  expend  time  in  trying  to  impress  upon  people  that  which  ia 
already  realized  as  existing.  No  physician  expects  satisfac- 
tory results  from  impure  or  improperly  prepared  drugs,  a  fact 
preventing  the  necessity  for  further  remarks  bearing  upon  the 
need  of  integrity  in  our  remedies. 

Nearly  all  crude  drugs,  as  found  in  comtneroe,  require  more 
or  less  preparation  to  convert  them  into  remedies.  Vegetahle 
drugs  must  first  have  the  active  ingredients  separated  from  the 
inert  noutter,  or  in  case  the  whole  is  to  be  used  it  must  first  be 
reduced  to  a  fine  powder ;  metals  and  their  derivatives  must  be 
purified  and  prepared,  either  by  solution  orcomniinution,  for  the 
further  processor  processes  previous  to  their  becoming  adapted 
to  ad minist ration  as  curative  agents.  Another  and  important 
step  in  the  preparation  of  remedies  ia  the  process  of  dilution 
or  minute  divisioD ;  this  process  of  the  division  of  tbe  particles 
is  mostly  employed  by  our  particular  school  of  medical  prac- 
tice, but  is  by  no  means  wholly  confined  to  ua. 

Dilution  of  a  medicine  either  by  solution  or  by  trituration 
witb  some  inert,  hard  substance,  like  milk-sugar,  serves  two 
purposes:  first,  it  decreases  the  strength  of  the  substance 
employed;  and  second,  it  reduces  it  to  a  state  of  more  minute 
dirifiion,  thus  exposing  a  vastly  greater  surface  to  the  action  of 
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the  system.     The  substances  usually  employed  as  solvents  are  > 
distilled  wnt^r,  alcohol,  nnd  glycerine  ;  for  dilution  and  attea- 
uation,  alcohol,  distilled  water^.and  milk-sugar. 

Tinctures  and  solutions.  —  Tinctures  of  drugs  derived  from 
the  vegetable  or  animal  kingdoms  are  prepared  in  various  ways, 
according  to  the  requirements  of  each  individual  case,  but  &b  a 
general  rule,  the  following  method  may  be  safely  adopted:  If 
the  drug  to  be  acted  upon  be  in  a  dry  condition,  and  does  uot 
contain  a  notable  proportion  of  volatile  oil  or  other  ingredient 
soluble  only  in  strong  alcohol,  it  is  best  to  employ  the  "  diluted 
alcohol "  of  the  United  States  Pharmacopoeia,  as  being  a  better 
general  solvent  thim  strong  alcohol ;  if,  however,  the  drug  is  in 
a  fresh  condition  and  contains  a  large  percentage  of  aqueous 
matter  in  its  natural  juices,  or  if  the  dried  substance  contains 
much  volatile  oil  or  gum  resin,  it  is  customary  to  use  strong  alco- 
hol, about  eighty-five  per  cent.  By  the  earlier  experimenters, 
the  vegetable  tinctures  were  generally  prepared  by  expressing 
the  Juice  from  fresh  plants,  and  adding  thereto  an  equal  amount 
of  alcohol  which  has  stood  for  a  few  days  in  contact  with  the 
drug  from  which  the  juice  was  exprebsed ;  this  made  a  prepara- 
tion similar  to  but  much  stronger  than  the  "  preserved  juices  " 
of  England.  This  method  of  preparing  tinctures  or  essences 
is  supposed  by  many  to  be  peculiar  to  Homoeopathy,  but  it  is 
known  to  have  been  long  in  common  use  among  the  apotheca- 
ries of  continental  Europe.  It  is  doubtful  if  any  advantage  is 
thus  gained  over  the  common  pmctice  recognized  in  the  varions 
national  pharmacopoeias ;  it  is  certainly  often  accompanied  with 
a  great  waste  of  material. 

The  chemical  drugs  may  be  prepared  by  solution  in  distilled 
water,  dilute  or  even  strong  alcohol,  or  by  trituration  with 
milk-sugar,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  drug.  In  this  con- 
nection, it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  ceiiain  chemicals,  like 
Argentum  nitrate,  chromic  acid,  permanganate  of  potash,  etc., 
undergo  a  change  when  mixed  with  milk-sugar,  and  likewise 
that  it  is  unsafe  to  attempt  the  solution  ni  permanganate  of 
votassium  and  many  of  the  mineral  acids  in  alcohol ;  especially 
is  this  true  of  chromic  acid. 

For  certain  purposes  many  physicians  prefer  a  soIutioD  of 
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Bome  medicineB  in  glycerine,  either  as  a  bettor  special  solvent, 
or  to  obviate  the  irritation  which  would  arise  from  the  local 
use  of  alcohol.  Water  would  Dot  answer,  as  it  does  not  exert 
any  preservative  influence  against  fermentative  change. 

Tinctures  are  prepared  by  three  methods :  First,  from  dried 
vegetable  and  animal  substances,  by  macerating  the  coarsely- 
powdered  drug  in  dilute  alcohol  for  two  weeks,  and  then  filter- 
ing through  paper  (the  process  of  percolation  may  take  the 
place  of  maceration)  ;  second,  from  fresh  vegetable  or  animal 
substances,  by  maceration  in  strong  alcohol  for  two  weeks  and 
filtering ;  third,  by  expressing  the  vegetable  juices,  and  adding 
to  them  au  equal  amount  of  alcohol,  after  which  the  mixture  is 
to  bo  filtered. 

In  estimating  the  strength  of  medicines,  it  is  necessary  to 
assume  some  definite  basis  from  which  to  compute.  Con- 
fusion has  heretofore  arisen  on  account  of  the  solution  of  vari- 
ous chemical  drugs  being  taken  as  equivalent  to  a  tincture.  It 
hardly  seems  well  to  adopt  this  course,  as  a  tincture  is  made 
simply  to  extract  the  active  portion  of  a  dru^,  and  preserve  it 
in  a  convenient  form,  and  it  merely  represents  the  active  power 
of  the  crude  drug,  while  a  solution  of  a  salt,  or  any  chemical 
compound  which  is  wholly  soluble  in  the  solvent  used,  in  only 
the  first  stage  in  the  process  of  dilution. 

Oils  or  resins  wholly  soluble  in  alcohol  are,  when  so  dis- 
solved, solutions,  and  should  not  be  reckoned  as  tinctures ; 
therefore,  the  zero  in  the  scale,  the  basis  from  which  to  com- 
pute, shonld,  in  one  case,  be  the  tincture;  in  the  other,  the 
crude  drug.  In  regard  to  dilution,  it  certainly  snems  advisable 
to  adopt  the  decimal,  as  giving  a  twofold  greater  range.  In 
the  centesimal  scale,  there  are  but  three  grades-of  dilution  in 
reaching  the  Y.^B^.irau  degree  of  attenuation,  viz.  1  to  100 ;  1 
to  10,000  :  1  to  1^000,000,  while  in  the  decimal  scale  there  are 
six  grades  in  the  same  degree  of  dilution,  viz.  1  to  10;  1  to 
100  J  1  to  1 ,000  ;  1  to  10,000 ;  1  to  100,000 ;  1  to  1 ,000,000. 
Attention  has  been  called  repeatedly  to  this  fact  by  various 
prominent  persons,  and  the  decimal  scale  is  quite  widely 
^opted.  The  first  degree  of  dilution  of  tinctures  should  be 
performed  by  using  alcohol  of  about  the  same  strength  as  that 
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of  which  the  tincture  is  composed,  thereby  aroiding  the  danger 
of  precipitating  those  ingredients  not  entirely  soluble  in  spirits 
of  another  density ;  in  the  succeeding  dilutions,  the  8peci6c 
gravity  of  the  diluent  may  be  decreased  or  increased  according 
to  the  demands  of  the  case,  i.  e.  whether  alcohol  or  diBtilled 
water  is  to  be  further  employed. 

In  making  triturations  the  traditional  plan  is  to  add  a  certain 
amount  of  the  drug  to  a  given  quantity  of  milk-sugar,  and 
triturate  for  one  hour,  occasionally  scraping  it  together.  It  is 
evident  that  such  a  general  rule  cannot  be  satisfactorily  applied 
to  every  case,  as  some  substances  can  never  be  reduced  to  a 
proper  degree  of  fineness  in  that  length  of  time,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  minute  division  only  can  the  process  of  trituratioo 
be  demanded. 

It  wonld  therefore  he  advisable  so  to  modify  this  common 
rule  as  to  ensure  the  more  complete  comminution  of  all  the  parti- 
cles of  the  drug  substance.  First,  the  drug  should  be  astinely 
powdered  as  is  practicable,  and  next,  have  added  to  it  the  re- 
quired amount  of  moderately  coarse  milk-sugar,  the  whole  to  be 
triturated  until  reduced  to  a  fine  powder ;  the  second  trituration 
is  to  be  made  in  the  same  way,  except  that  the  sugar  may  he 
fiomewhat  finer.  By  using  the  coarse  sugar  we  utilize  the  dis- 
ruptive, tearing  properties  of  the  hard  particles  of  the  milk- 
Bugar,  while  the  particles  of  the  drug  are  of  appreciable  size ; 
if  the  work  is  conscientiously  performed,  the  particles  of 
the  drug  will  be  so  reduced  in  size  by  the  second  trituration 
that  the  coarsely-powdered  milk  sugar  can  have  but  little 
further  action  upon  them,  and  therefore  for  the  third  process 
(the  third  trit.)  it  would  be  better  to  employ  fine  sugar.  In 
the  first  trituration,  according  to  the  decimal  scale,  the  largest 
particles  of  the  drug  should  not  have  a  greater  average  diameter 
than  -g^jj  of  an  iueh,and  in  special  cases  the  trituration  should 
be  carried  on  much  longer  and  the  largest  particles  be  much 
smaller  than  the  above,  as  with  X,ycopodivm  or  any  drug  which 
consists  of  the  minute  spores  of  the  Cryptogamia.  If  the  sub- 
stance is  very  difficult  of  comminution,  it  is  well  to  add  at  first 
only  a  small  part  of  the  milk-sugar,  and  after  this  becomes 
reduced  to  a  fine  powder  add  another  portion,  aud  thus  con- 
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tinue  until  the  whole  ia  added.  In  this  way  the  particles  of 
milk-augar  act  less  upon  each  other,  and  exert,  to  a  greater 
extent  the  tearing  power  of  their  sharp  angles  upon  the  drug. 
An  examination  of  the  size  of  the  particles  under  the  mioro- 
HGope  should  be  the  sole  criterion  of  the  amount  of  trituration 
required. 

The  fineness  of  the  whole  ina^s  as  communicated  to  the  sense 
of  touch  when  rubbed  between  the  thumb  and  tinger  or  placed 
on  the  tongue  is  not  so  much  to  be  regarded,  as  the  fine  divis- 
ion of  the  drug  is  only  the  result  required,  the  milk-sugar  not 
being  the  activo  medical  ingredient  but  used  merely  for  its 
mechanical  properties. 

All  remedies  after  being  prepared  should  be  kept  in  tightly 
corked  bottles,  and  many  of  them  secluded  from  the  light,  as 
they  are  all  the  more  susceptible  to  change  from  their  state  of 
exceeding  fineness. 

List  of  Beuedies  to  be  kept  from  the  Light. 

All  the  antmal  poisons.  Hydrocyanic  acid. 

Argentam  nit.  lodloe  and  tbe  Iodides.* 

Anram  mnriaL  Merc.  sol. 

Acid  formic.  Secale. 

BromlDc  and  the  bromides.  nstUago. 

Ferrum  ocet.  Phosphorus. 

All  Che  organic  acetates. 


CONCEttNING   THE  USE  OF  THE    OBSTETRIC  FORCEPS. 
Br  J,  H.  wooDBoar,  h,d. 

[Bead  before  the   MMaaehauttt  MomceopatMo  M'Aical  SoeUiy  at  ih«  Annual 
Meaing,  April  12,  1876.] 

In  this  paper  I  do  not  propose  to  enter  into  any  discussion 
as  to  the  propriety  or  the  uecessity  of  the  use  of  the  forceps. 
The  time  for  that  is  past,  and  though  this  instrument  may  be 
held  in  different  degrees  of  estimation  by  dilTerent  accoucheurs, 
I  think  it  would  be  hard  to  find  one  prepared  to  repudiate  its 
use  entirely. 

I  propose,  therefore,  simply  to  glance  at  the  present  state  of 
*  Iodide  of  Iron  shoold  always  be  freslily  prepared. 
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medical  public  sentiment  with  reference  to  the  use  of  the  for- 
ceps, to  note  its  tendency,  and  to  mention  some  of  the  more 
recent  instruments  which  hitve  been  oifcred  to  the  profession. 

It  must  bo  apparent,  I  think,  to  every  one  at  all  conToraant 
with  the  subject,  that  the  use  of  the  forceps  is  on  the  increase, 
and  that  much  less  than  formerly  is  it  confined  to  cases  in 
which  it  is  simply  indispensable  ;  and  the  question  of  bow  far 
and  iu  what  cases  we  can  render  it  serviceable  to  our  patients, 
to  either  mother  or  child  without  injury  to  the  other,  is  receiv- 
ing more  and  more  attention  every  year.  This  discussion  has 
been  of  great  service  to  the  cause  of  obstetric  science  iu  various 
ways.  First,  it  has  given  us  clearer  viewm  as  to  the  scope  and 
powers  of  the  forceps ;  second,  it  has  stimulated  invention, 
and  given  us  n  greater  variety  and  a  better  quality  of  instru- 
ments ;  and  third,  it  has  increased  the  study  of  operative  mid- 
wifery as  a  science  by  those  who  wished  to  practise  it  as  an  art. 

Prominent  among  these  investigations  are  those  devoted  to 
the  long  forceps  as  a  distinct  Instrument,  a  brief  sketch  of 
which,  perhaps,  may  not  be  unprofitably  introduced  here.  By 
the  loDg  forceps  is  meant  an  instrument  with  a  double  curve, 
sixteen  and  one  half  to  seventeen  inches  long;  ten  and  one  half 
to  eleven  inches  from  lock  to  tip  of  the  blades,  leaving  six 
inches  for  the  handles.  They  should  possess  a  good  degree  of 
strength  without  clumsiness,  and  the  handles  should  be  large 
enough  to  admit  of  a  firm  grasp  without  unnecessary  fatigue  to 
the  hands.  If  not  strongly  made  and  of  the  best  material,  they 
are  very  liable  to  slip  off,  by  reason  of  the  springing  of  the 
blades.  The  ordinary  wooden  handles  will  be  found  in  prac- 
tice much  more  comfortable  to  the  operator  than  tho  iron  onei 
of  the  French  forceps.  The  curve  need  not  bo  greater  than 
that  of  the  ordinary  medium  or  fourteen-inch  forceps,  and  the 
joint  should  be  loose  enough  to  admit  of  a  considerable  degree 
of  lateral  motion.  This  is  often  of  very  great  consequence,  for 
on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  accurate  adjustment  in  the  cases 
where  this  instrument  is  required,  the  success  or  failure  of  the 
operation  will  not  unfrcquently  depend  upon  this  characteristic 
of  the  instrument  used.  Ouo  with  a  loose  joint  can  he  used 
with  perfect  success  where  one  with  a  joint  requiring  perfect 
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adaptatioD  would  railsimply  because  of  the  impossibility  of  such 
accurate  adjustment.  I  have  verified  this  observatiou  many 
times  in  my  own  experience. 

This  instrument  is  designed  for  and  applicithle  to  tbose  cases 
in  which  the  head  will  not  enter  the  brim  or  descend  below 
the  superior  strait ;  to  cases  in  which  there  exists  a  moderate 
degree  of  disproportion  between  the  diameter  of  the  strait  nod 
that  of  the  foetal  head,  either  from  the  narrowing  of  oue  of  the 
diameters  of  the  pelvis,  generally  the  conjugate,  or  the  ahnormal 
size  of  the  head.  As  Simpson  very  justly  ohserves,  this  in- 
strument possesses  very  little  power  as  a  compressor;  the  lever- 
age is  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  operator.  It  is  useful  almost 
entirely  as  a  tractor.  Its  use  often  affords  us  an  alternative 
operation  between  it  and  turning  or  craniotomy.  The  choice 
of  tho  appropriate  operation,  in  a  case  of  this  kind,  requires 
the  exercise  of  a  good  degree  of  obstetric  skill  and  science. 
No  one  should  undertake  the  application  of  the  long  forceps, 
without  studying  well  the  conditions  of  the  problem  which  he 
is  at>out  to  attempt  to  solve.  It  would  be  a  gross  and  cruel 
mistake  to  attempt  to  drag  down  the  bead  by  the  aid  of  the  for- 
ceps when  the  physical  conformation  of  the  parts  would  render 
it  impossible.  But  there  is  another  class  of  cases  in  which  I 
consider  the  long  forceps  of  quite  as  much  value  as  In  those 
above  mentioned.  I  refer  to  those  in  which,  from  slighter 
causes,  such  as  faulty  direction  of  the  head,  or  feebleness  of 
the  uterine  efforts,  the  head  fiiils  to  advance,  and  when  hour 
after  hour  passes  without  perceptible  progress  being  made. 
These  cases  are  by  no  means  uncommon,  and  this  is  the  fi^Id  in 
which  the  ordinaiy  fourteen-inch  forceps  fails,  from  being  just 
a  little  too  short;  although  they  are  amply  sufficient  for  that 
other  and  larger  class  of  cases  of  instrumental  labor,  in  which 
the  head  censes  to  advance,  by  a  failure  of  the  expulsive  power, 
after  the  first  stage  is  well  advanced.  Here  the  use  of  the  for- 
ceps becomes  an  alternative  with  the  administration  of  ergot  or 
some  other  remedy  for  the  uterine  atony.  And  when  the  ques- 
tion comes  between  the  use  of  the  forceps,  in  the  hands  of  a 
judicious  and  experienced  person,  and  the  administration  of 
ergot,  I  have  no  hesitation   in  making  choice  of  the  forceps. 
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Two  reasons  among,  many  would  lead  me  to  this  decision  ; 
First,  in  using  the  forceps,  the  expulsive  power  is  at  all  times 
under  your  control,  while  the  ergot  rouses  an  UDgoveroRhle 
power  which  may  result  in  rupture  of  the  uterus  or  serious 
laceration  of  the  perineum ;  second,  when  a  child  is  safely 
delivered  hy  the  forceps,  the  effect  of  the  interference  is  at  an 
end,  while  in  many  cases  the  effect  of  the  ergot  upon  the  con- 
stitution of  the  woman  continues  for  a  lifetime. 

Of  the  ordinary  fourteen-inch  or  medium  forceps,  we  now 
have  such  a  variety  of  styles  and  forms,  thiit  it  would  seem  that 
the  most  captious  or  hypercritical  accoucheur  might  satisfy  bis 
extremest  whim.  But  after  all,  they  all  embody  the  same  priu- 
ciples  and  possess  the  same  characteristics,  some  one  of  whicii, 
however,  we  find  more  prominent  than  the  others,  according  to 
the  views  of  the  designer.  I  cannot  say  "  inventor,"  for  sinco 
the  days  of  Paul  Chamberlea  very  little  has  been  added  to  the 
obstetric  forceps  by  the  invention  of  any  man.  You  mny  go 
into  the  shop  of  the  instrument-maker,  and  select  any  uue  from 
the  dozen  kinds  he  will  show  you,  render  yourself  familiar  with 
its  use,  its  application,  and  its  capabilities,  and  it  will  be,  in 
your  hands,  the  best  instrument  that  you  can  use. 

It  was  a  piece  of  good  advice,  given  by  an  old  and  eminent 
obstetrician  to  a  young  one,  to  "  select  a  forceps  as  you  would 
a  friend,  one  without  marked  peculiarities ;  become  well 
acquainted  with  it  and  stick  to  it."  A  new  one  has  appeared 
in  this  market  within  the  Inst  year,  which  I  consider  a  good, 
common-sense  instrument,  but  Vithout  any  now  points,  so  far 
ns  I  am  able  to  perceive,  that  entitle  its  designer  even  to  the 
right  to  apply  to  it  his  name.  It  is  the  Barnes  forceps,  and 
I  have  a  sample  present  for  the  inspection  of  those  wlio 
may  desire.  I  call  it  a  common-sense  instrument  because  it 
embraces  the  useful  and  necessary  points  of  the  instrument 
without  exaggerating  any  of  them.    "  In  medio  tuHssimus  ibis." 

A  discussion  is  now  going  on,  and  has  been  for  the  past  year, 
which  promises  to  reform  a  habit  which  most  of  ns  have  fallon 
into,  and  which,  through  thoughtlessness  and  imitation,  has 
grown  into  an  abuse.  I  refer  to  the  pendulum  or  lateral  sway- 
ing motion  of  the  handles  of  the  forceps  during  extraction. 
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It  is  clnimed,  nnd  with  truth  I  believe,  that  nothing  is  gained 
by  this  motioD  ;  that  it  adds  nothing  to  the  facility  of  extrac- 
tion, while  it  does  greatly  increase  the  danger  of  injury  to  the 
maternal  soft  parts  and  of  abrasion  of  the  fceta!  head.  A 
moment's  reflection  will  convince  any  one  that  there  is  great 
force  in  this  objection.  We  sway  the  forceps  as  though  the 
blades  were  working  in  ratchets  on  the  sides  of  the  pelvis, 
while  in  fact  there  is  not  the  slightest  leverage  to  be  secured  by 
this  process.  One  of  two  things  happens:  either  the  blades 
move  upon  the  child's  head,  thus  producing  unnecessary  abra- 
sions, or  the  head  moves  on  its  central  point  as  a  pivot.  This 
motion  has  been  compared  to  that  which  we  employ  in  removing 
a  cork  from  a  bottle ;  but  this  is  not  correct,  for  in  that  case, 
the  friction  of  the  tightly-fitting  cork  against  the  sides  of  the 
Deck  of  the  bottle  does  give  us  a  leverage,  which  is  entirely 
wanting  in  the  passage  of  the  child's  head  through  the  pelvic 
cavity.  There  is  one  condition,  however,  in  which  I  think  a 
modenite  exercise  of  the  lateral  motion  is  of  service,  and  that 
is  when  the  forceps  have  been  applied  in  viero,  and  the  os 
dilates  BO  slowly  that  you  find  yourself  dragging  the  uterus 
quite  down  to  or  even  outside  of  the  vulva;  here  the  pendu- 
lum motion  contributes  very  decidedly  to  the  dilatation  of  the 
OS,  and  aids  in  slipping  it  back  over  the  head  of  the  child. 

The  use  of  the  forceps  in  the  second  stage  of  labor,  or  even 
where  from  any  cause  the  progress  of  the  labor  has  been 
averted  after  the  bead  has  descended  into  the  lower  strait,  has 
excited  a  good  deal  of  interest  and  discussion ;  and  its  use 
under  these  circumstances  has  been  urged  fi-om  a  variety  of 
considerations  :  First,  the  greater  safety  of  the  child  j  second, 
the  less  danger  to  the  maternal  soft  parts  from  tlie  pressure  of 
the  child's  head,  resulting  in  recto-vaglnal  or  vesico>vaginal 
fistulffi;  and  third,  the  release  of  the  mother  from  several 
hours  of  needless  suffering  and  the  consequent  loss  of  strength, 
—  all  of  which,  under  proper  restrictions,  are  sound  and  valid 
grounds  for  instrumental  assistance,  especially  when  such  aid 
can  be  rendered  with  such  very  slight  risk  of  injury  to  either 
the  mother  or  child  ;  for  in  many  cases,  as  I  can  testify  from 
personal  experience,  a  force  equal  to  a  weight  of  five  or  ten 
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pounds  will  prove  sufficieot  to  termiiinte'  a  labor  which,  from 
the  exhnusted  coudition'  of  the  mother  or  the  feebleness  of  the 
uterine  efforts,  bids  fair  to  be  protracted  for  hours.  This  baa 
created  a  demand  for  forceps  specially  adapted  to  these  cases, 
— au  instrument  which  should  be  short,  light,  andyet  sufficientlj 
strong  to  admit  of  the  application  of  the  requisite  amount  of 
force. 

This  demand  has  been  met  by  the  introduction  of  n  variety 
of  short  forceps,  both  straight  and  curved.  Some  of  these  are 
exceedingly  light  and  delicate ;  they  can  be  folded  up  and 
carried  in  the  coat-pooket,  and  applied  under  the  bed-clothing, 
almost  without  the  knowledge  of  the  patient  or  attendants. 
Among  the  latest  devices  of  this  class  is  the  rotary  or  revolv- 
ing forceps  of  Dr.  Gordon,  in  which  the  principal  of  the  Loomis 
placenta  forceps  is  applied  to  the  obstetric  forceps.  Both 
bkdes  are  introduced  at  once,  one  lying  within  tho  other,  as  in 
Loomis's  forceps,  with  which  you  are  all  familiar;  then  the 
second  blade  is  rotated  into  its  place.  The  instrument  has  tho 
merit  of  novelty,  and,  it  seems  to  me,  hnrdly  auy  other.  In  the 
majority  of  cases,  it  must  necessarily  be  less  easy  of  introduc- 
tion, more  liable  to  produce  abrasions  upon  both  the  mother 
and  child,  and  possesses  no  possible  advantage  over  those  made 
in  the  usual  manner.  It  is  needless  to  remark  that  these  short 
forceps  are  never  necessary.  Everything  that  can  be  done  with 
them  can  be  equally  well  done  with  the  ordinary  medium 
forceps;  on  the  other  hand,  the  short  forceps  would  prove 
but  u  poor  substitute  in  any  except  the  class  of  cases  to  which 
they  are  especially  adapted.  They  do,  however,  possess  the 
merit  of  compactness,  and  facility  of  application  and  use  in 
almost  any  position  in  which  the  patient  may  happen  to  lie, 
whether  upon  the  back  or  side,  occasionally  a  point  of  -great 
convenience. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  say  that  I  regard  the  forceps  as  by  far 
the  most  important  of  all  obstetrical  instruments,  and  I  fully 
believe  that  by  their  intelligent  and  timely  use  the  sum  total  of 
maternal  suffering  would  be  greatly  diminished,  and  also  the 
number  of  still-born  infants,  —  two  points  whose  attainment 
should  be  the  highest  ambition  of  the  obstetrician. 
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TWO  CASES   OF  CARIES. 
IB'porltd  by  F.  L.  Badclife,  AT.D.,  Brooklyn,  JV.  T] 

In  the  winter  of  1862-3  H.  M.,  thirty-four  years  old,  a  sol- 
dier, fell  from  a  tree  while  detailed  to  procure  fuel,  injuriDg  his 
hack  and  side.     He  was  earned  to  a  tent,  where  he  lay  nine    ^ 
weeks  diinng  cold  and  rainy  weather,  and  reeeived  a  discharge 
from  service  for  nephritis  and  rheumatism,  Feb.  28,  1863. 

Returning  to  Lynn  he  recovered  sufficiently  to  work  at  shoe- 
makiug  until  1872,  when  he  became  worse' (the  rheumatoid 
pains,  which  had  never  ceased  to  annoy  him,  increasing  in  sever- 
ity),and  his  physician  told  him  he  had  hi{>  disease.  lu  April, 
1873,  he  was  comiielled  to  remain  in  bed,  and  in  May  an  abscess 
formed.  His  suffering  was  severe,  and  he  passed  into  the  care 
of  several  physicians  and  surgeons  in  LyuQ  and  Siilem,  who 
gave  "  constitutional  *'  treatment  until  the  spring  of  1874,  when 
they  advised  exsection  of  the  head  of  the  femur. 

May  17,  1874.  —  Patient  is  emaciated  and  discouraged  ;  from 
lung- continued  suffering  and  loss  of  sleep  the  man  is  in  a  state 
almost  of  frenzy.  He  lies  awake  nights  thinking  about  himself, 
and  when  be  sleeps  wakens  suddenly  in  profuse,  debilitating 
perspiration  ;  the  slightest  touch  seems  to  cause  him  intense 
paia.  A  sinus,  opening  about  two  and  one  half  inches  below 
and  somewhat  forward  of  the  great  trochanter,  is  discharging 
copioualy  a  gnmulnr,  purulent  matter.  The  mouth  of  this 
sinus  presents  pouting  edges,  giving  it  the  appearance  Dr. 
Sayre  describes  as  resembling  a  hen's  anus. 

My  probe  passes  in  the  direction  of  the  head  of  the  femur, 
but  being  inflexible  cannot  be  pushed  to  touch  the  bone.  The 
history  of  first  aud  second  stages  of  hip  disease  is  not  vdry 
clear,  but  the  present  condition  indicates  the  third  stage  of  the 
malady.     Gave  Coffec&  every  two  hours  until  sleep. 

May  18.  —  Refreshing  sleep  during  night;  patient  "feels" 
better  to-day.     Silicea^  three  times  a  day,  Coffea^  at  night. 

May  27.  —  General  condition  better ;  discharge  from  abscess 
still  profuse.     Silicea  as  above. 

June  7.  —  General  improvement  continues;  discharge  dimin- 
ishing.    Same  prescription.  i^,  i      ,  LtOOqIc 
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June  13.  — Meeting  Dr.  Samuel  H.  Worcester,  of  Salem,  I 
mcntioued  the  case  to  him,  and  at  his  eug^restion  I  gave  Calcarea 
phosphorica'"  moruings,  coDtinuiag  my  Silicea  in  the  thirtietb 
potency  at  night. 

June  25.  —  Improving ;  rheumatoid  paina  woree  nights  and 
■when  damp  and  cold  weather  prevails.  Rhus,  toafi  and  Merc, 
corr.' alternately,  at  two  hours  intervals. 

July  5.  — The  pains  are  relieved  ;  Merc.  corr.  on  pellets  to 
be  used  if  required,  and  Calc.  phos.  and  Silicea  as  i>re- 
viously. 

July  12. — Improving  slowly ;  appetite  returning ;  discharge 
about  the  same.     Calc.  pkos.  and  Silicea  continued. 

July  19.  —  Similar  notes  and  same  remedies. 

July  26.  —  The  same. 

Aug.  8.  ■ —  No  change.     Sulphur"  daily. 

Aug.  15.  —  Improving ;  discharge  diminishiog ;  moving 
around  on  crutches.     Silicea  and  Calc.  phoa. 

Aug.  20.  —  Progressing  admirably ;  out-of-doors  every  day. 
Continue  treatment. 

Aug.  23.  —  Spending  most  of  his  time  out-doors. 

From  this  date  improvement  continued  st«adily  upon  the  use 
of  Calcarea  phoa.  and  ^Si/tcea,  the  discharge  gradually  dimin- 
ished and  the  general  health  so  improved  that,  having  occasion 
to  go  to  Salem  In  October,  be  walked  there  and  back,  an  aggre- 
gate distance  of  tea  miles,  and  felt  no  fatigue.  I  have  seeu 
bim  twice  since  then,  — the  last  time  during  January,  1876,  — 
and  found  him  perfectly  well,  walking  without  crutch  or  cane. 
There  was  some  shortening  from  the  old  caries,  but  no  evi- 
dence of  existing  disease. 

C.  R.,  twenty-one  years  old,  was  injured  in  1870  by  a  blow 
upon  the  back,  and  has  since  had  symptoms  of  spinal  disease, 
for  which  he  has  worn  at  times  a  supporter.  He  had  a  lumbar 
abscess  in  the  winter  of  1871-72.  It  healed  in  the  following 
autumn,  but  another  formed  in  March,  1874.  He  was  treated 
at  his  home  for  eight  months,  and  then  the  attending  suigeou 
sent  bim  to  Mussachusetts  General  Hospital,  where  he  remained 
two  weeks,  at  the  eud  of  which  time  he  was  discharged,  "  to 
await  the  development  of  alteratives,  tonics,  and  time." 
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Jan.  16, 1875.  —  He  is  spending  most  of  his  time  on  the  bed ; 
is  emaciated  and  very  weak  ;  complains  of  debilitating  night 
sweats.  There  is  a  posterior  excurvatioh  of  the  spine  in  the 
lumbar  region,  and  a  pouting-mouthed  sinus  in  its  immediate 
Ticinity,  which  discharges  a  sero-purulent  fluid  suspending 
granular  matter.  The  sinus  leads  to  bone  that  has  a  carious 
feel.  Advised  discontinuance  of  poultices,  which  have  been 
worn  for  weeks,  aud  prescribed  Silicea?  and  Oalcarea  phoa- 
phorica^  four  times  a  day,  alternately. 

Jan.  23.  —  Very  little  change  in  the  discharge ;  patient  thinks 
the  perspirations  at  night  are  less  debilitating.  SHicea"  and 
Oaic.  phos."  night  and  morning,  alternately. 

Feb.  2.  —  Amount  of  discharge  diminishing;  general  con- 
dition improved  ;  remains  about  the  house  all  day,  sitting  and 
standing;  continue  remedies. 

Feb.  19. — Improvement  continues ;  same  prescription. 

Feb.  27.  — Very  marked  improvement,  almost  no  discharge. 
Prescribed  same  remedies  for  another  week,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  Dr.  Isabel  Haywood  took  the  case,  in  which  a  perfect  cure 
has  been  effected.  The  curvature  of  the  spine  remains  of 
course,  but  the  destructive  process  abated  from  the  first  exhi- 
bition of  the  remedies.  This  fact  and  (he  recovery  of  the  first- 
mentioned  case  are  at  least  suggestive  coincidences  and  intimate 
that  old-school  prognoses  may  fail  under  homteopathic  treat- 
ment; for  be  it  understood  that  these  cases  had  both  been 
examined,  treated,  and  prognosed  beforehand  by  eminent  men, 
of  a  class  of  sceptics  who  are  too  often  permitted  to  judge  of 
the  severity  of  our  cases  q/ier  the  issue,  aud  thus  escape  the 
unpleasant  necessity  of  acknowledging  the  virtue  of  a  treat- 
ment they  choose  to  despise.  It  would  be  difficult,  it  is  true, 
to  prove  that  recovery  in  these  cases  might  not  have  ensued 
without  treatment ;  but  in  the  case  of  hip  disease,  it  is  quite  as 
radical  as  that  following  any  exscction,  while  the  man  spent  the 
time  preceding  it  quite  as  agreeably  and  with  as  little  danger 
a»  if  the  i:ntfe  bad  been  used  ;  and  the  plan  of  treating  the  dia- 
eaae  in  the  ^in(d  caries  whs  surely  no  less  "rutional "  than  to 
treat  it»  effect  by  tonics,  etc.  In  hip  diseases  a  careful  consid- 
eration of  the  loocUion  and  dtTection  of  the  sinuses  as  indicating 
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the  seo^  of  the  disease,  and  thus  its  probable  nature,  may  mod- 
ify materially  both  treutmont  and  prognoaia  ;  for  disease  of  the 
Jlat  hones  13  most  apt  to  he  of  the  nature  of  a  necrosis,  vhile 
the  femoral  variety  is  generally  caries, 

Erichson  says  that  when  the  sinus  opens  two  or  three  inches 
below  and  a  little  in  front  of  Me  great  trochanter  (about  the 
insertion  of  the  tensor  vagince  femoris),  the  disease  is  almost 
invariably  _/em<?ra?;  in  the  gluteal  region  they  may  be  due  to 
femoral,  but  not  infrequently  proceed  irom  pelvic  disease  (ace- 
tabulum or  a  portion  of  dorsum  ilii)  ;  and  if  the  siuus  opens  ia 
the  pubic  region,  either  above  or  below  Poiipart's  ligament,  it 
is  almost  certain  evidence  of  disease  of  the  pelvic  bones. 

Thus  the  case  in  question  I  believe  to  have  been  femond 
caries,  and  in  caries  only,  perhaps,  may  so  satisfactory  a  result, 
as  it  is  my  pleasure  to  impute  to  the  remedies  employed  be 
expected. 

Indeed,  the  pathological  anatomy  in  necrosis  would  seem  to 
demand  mechanical  removal  of  the  dead  bone.  I  had  a  patient 
with  hip  disease,  the  sinuses  opening,  —  two  under  Foupaifa 
ligament,  three  in  the  gluteal  region,  and  one  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
great  trochanter.  I  treated  him  a  long  time,  but  only  succeeded 
Bo  far  as  to  close  the  last  mentioned  sinus,  and  though  it  gave 
him  little  satisfaction,  /  regarded  it  as  significant.  I  offer 
these  notes  to  the  Gazette,  because  they  are  clinical  verifica' 
lions  oi  practical  interest,  and  to  me  present  valuable  material 
fore  areful  thought. 


DEEMATOLOGICAL   CASES. 
bt  c.  we9sblh0bft,  k.d. 

Calcarea  ostb.  Canthaeis. 
In  reporting  cases  it  is  not  always  essential  that  the  stato- 
ment  should  be  long  and  wordy ;  a  groat  deal  may  be  said  in 
a  short  sentence  ;  but  if  it  relates  to  a  clinical  case,  I  should  at 
least  state  about  seveu  points  definitely  :  age,  sex,  the  diseiise, 
and  the  symptoms  which  led  to  the  remedy,  its  duration  before 
treatment,  and  its  duration  after  treatment,  and  more  particulu^^ 
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after  the  last  or  curative  remedy.  It  is  by  the  light  of  such 
facts  that  the  reader  is  enabled  to  judge  of  the  efficacy  of  our 
treatment. 

With  these  supplementary  remarks,  relating  to  a  former  arti- 
cle on  the  manner  of  reporting  cases  (Gazette,  Vols.  X,  Nos.  3 
and  4),  we  venture  to  offer  a  few  more  cases  of  skin-diseases. 

The  following  case  may  have  been  reported  before ;  if  so,  it 
WHS  at  least  ten  years  ago,  and  it  may  bear  repetition. 

Miss  '  — ,  aged  about  twenty,  had  suffered  for  several 
years  with  ptyriasis  capitis.  The  patient  was  of  brunette 
complexion,  and  exhibited  a  considerable  degree  of  that  want 
of  transparency  and  oily  roughness  of  the  skin  of  face  and  fore- 
head peculiar  to  a  certain  kind  of  scrofulous  people.  Separat- 
ing her  close,  curly,  and  moist  hair,  the  entire  scalp  was  found 
to  be  covered  with  a  layer  of  epithelial  scales,  varying,  as 
nearly  aa  can  be  estimated,  from  a  sixteenth  to  an  eighth  of  an 
inch  in  thickness,  through  which  the  hair  grew,  in  itself  vigor- 
ous and  firmly  rooted,  but  hero  and  there  matted  together, 
Offing  to  the  difficult  use  of  comb  and  brush.  There  was  little 
or  no  itching.  Beneath  the  scales  the  scalp  was  slightly  red. 
For  years  all  sorts  of  washes  had  been  applied  without  perma- 
nent benefit;  several  homceopatbiste  had  likewise  prescribed 
for  the  affection,  and  the  lust  gave  it  up  in  despair. 

Without  promising  more  than  to  try  my  best,  I  prescribed 
Calc.  oslr,  2c,  six  powders,  one  to  be  taken  every  week.  At 
the  end  of  the  second  week,  a  few  spots  of  clear  akin  were  visi- 
ble; at  the  end  of  the  third  week  these  were  very  perceptible, 
and  gradually  increased  in  circumference,  while  the  epithelial 
exfoliation  diminished  in  proportion,  showing  large  surfaces  of 
perfectly  clear,  healthy  skin ;  at  the  eud  of  the  sixth  week  the 
ptyriasis  bad  nearly  vanished,  and  was  entirely  gone  in  about 
three  weeks  more.  It  was  most  gratifying  to  know  that  more 
than  a  year  afterwards  the  scalp  was  healthy  and  the  patient 
generally  well. 

May  29,  1872,  Mrs.  C.  W.  D.  presented  herself  with  eczema 
of  the  bands,  which  had  existed  for  more  than  four  weeks.  The 
eruption  was  very  marked  on  ike  back  of  the  lefl  luind,  between 
ind  upon  thejingers,  upon  which  arose  burning,  pricking,  shaU 
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low  vesicles,  filling  with  fluid  nod  soon  drying  into  thin  crusts, 
Trhich  peeled  off,  leaving  denuded  spots.  The  flwelliug  of  the 
skin  aud  the  crusts  together  uiade  the  Augers  quite  stiff  and 
useless.  The  right  hand  and  both  feet  were  also  perceptibly 
affected  in  the  same  manner.  The  application  of  cool  water 
eased,  and  wai-mth  aggravated  the  pain,  which  resembled  that  of 
a  bum.  The  patient's  general  beallh  was  excellent,  and  she 
was  iu  her  third  month  of  pregnancy. 

Among  many  remedies,  none  occurred  to  me  as  so  appropri- 
ate as  Cantharis,  of  which  I  prescribed  two  doses  of  the  20tb 
cen.  in  pellets,  one  dose  at  a  time,  to  be  dissolved  in  a  half  gob- 
let of  water,  and  a  tablespoonful  to  be  taken  four  times  a  day. 
On  June  4  there  was  a  very  perceptible  improvement  of  the 
left  hand ;  swelling  and  ernption  disappearing.  The  same  pre- 
scription was  repeated  ;  and  then  the  improvement  progressed 
rapidly,  so  that  by  June  17  there  was  no  need  of  more  medi- 
cine. 

July  9,  1873,  Mrs.  B.,  set.  thirty,  presented  an  eruption  on 
both  bands,  very  much  lilio  the  preceding  case,  but  less  exten- 
sive, though  of  several  weeks'  duration,  and  consisting  of 
eczematous  vesicles  between  the  fingers,  itching  and  burning 
fearfully.  Cantharis,  20th  cent.,  was  prescribed  as  iu  the  above 
case.  By  July  16,  there  were  but  slight  traces  of  the  eruptioo 
visible,  nothing  but  slight  redness  and  remnants  of  exfoliating 
epithelium. 

In  neither  of  the  above  cases  was  more  than  one  remedy 


DIGITALIS. 

BT  PROF.  TH.  ACKBBHANN,   OF  ROSTOCK, 

[^TratiilaUd  from  Volkmann't  SamnUttng  Ellnitcher  Tortrage,bjiS.A.  Ouue, 
M.D.,  Cambridgeport,  JfoM.] 

Gentlemen, —  Those  of  you  who  have  wandered  thi-ough  the 
Harz  Mountains  in  summer  must  have  noticed  the  pale-red 
flowers  which,  especially  at  the  northern  side  of  tbo  Brocken, 
sometimes  singly  aud  again  in  large  quantities,  attract  the  notice 
of  the  passer-by.     If  we  go  up  the  beautiful  Use  Yulley,  or  from 
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the  Harzburg  over  the  mountaios  into  the  Oker  Valley,  we  fre- 
quently see  the  light 'spots  in  the  wood,  aa  if  covered  with  a 
rosy  veil,  which  on  our  approach  resolve  themselves  into  these 
flowers.  LeonbardFuchsius,  professor  atlugolstadt  and  Tubin- 
gen in  the  sixteenth  century,  is  said  to  have  first  given  them 
the  name  of  Digitalis ;  while  in  the  writiDge  of  the  ancients, 
strange  to  say,  there  is  nothing  which  can  be  referred  to  this 
plant  with  any  degree  of  certainty,  yet  we  can  hardly  believe 
that  such  a  beautiful  flower  was  unknowD  to  the  ancients, 
especially  since  it  is  found  in  Southern  Europe.  It  is  also  found 
in  the  Alps,  and  in  other  parts  of  Germany  besides  the  Harz,  — 
sometimes  in  the  mountains  and  sometimes  in  billy  land  with  a 
sandy,  limestone  soil. 

Diffiialispurpurea,  foxglove,  belonging  to  the  family  Scropku- 
larinaceee,  is  a  biennial  plant,  three  or  four  feet  high,  with  a 
single,  rouud  stem,  dark-greeu,  elliptical  leaves,  and  terminal, 
single  peudeat  olusters  of  blossoms,  which  in  July  and  August 
form  bell-shaped,  roay-red  flowers,  beautifully  marked  with 
points  resembling  eyes,  and  internally  with  soft  hairs. 

The  leaves  interest  us  especially,  for  of  all  parts  of  the  plant 
they  alone  have  a  medicinal  use,  at  least  in  Germany,  though  in 
England  the  seeds  are  sometimes  employed,  perhaps  with  greater 
reason,  for  they  contain  relatively  the  largest  amount  of  the 
active  principle  of  the  plant,  Digitaline,  although  it  ia  found 
in  all  parta.  We  understand  generally  by  this  name  a  sub- 
stance discovered  by  Homolle  in  1845,  which  ts  soluble  in  alco* 
hoi,  but  barely  so  in  water  or  ether,  of  a  greenish  white  color, 
not  crystallizable,  having  a  bitter  taste  and  a  eickish  smelt. 
When  an  aqueous  solution  is  boiled  with  sulphunc  acid,  tberoare 
formed  grape-augar  and  two  other  organic  substances.  Hence,  it 
belongs  to  the  chemical  family  of  the  Ghjkosidea.  But  Digi- 
taline is  not  the  only  active  substance  in  Digitalis,  From  the 
residue  lefl  in  the  preparation  of  Digitaline,  a  crystalline  body 
was  obtained  by  Nativelle,  in  1867,  for  which  the  discoverer 
claimed  the  name  of  Digitaline,  and  with  this  the  aeries  of 
active  substances  does  not  seem  completed.  Essential  differ- 
ences in  the  action  of  these  substances  have  not  yet  been  dis- 
covered, and  the  physiological  effects  of  the  fluid  extract  of 
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Digitalis,  which  is  preferred  in  medical  practice,  agree,  aa  far 
as  they  are  the  result  of  careful  observatioo,  bo  exactly  with 
those  of  Homolte'a  Digitaline,  that  we  can  ascribe  to  the 
various  active  substances  coataiued  la  tiie  extract  no  essoDtially 
different  effects. 

The  theory  of  the  so-called  specific  effects  of  remedies  ia 
intimately  cfinnectcd  with  the  old  view  that  diseases  are  enti- 
ties; for,  BO  long  as  diseases  were  regarded  as  fixed  individ- 
ualitJeSfjustso  long  must  every  effort  at  cure  aim  ata  knowledge 
of  remedies  for  the  annihilation  of  these  substances.  The  pus- 
aibility  of  such  an  annihilation  of  certain  diseases  by  certaiti 
remedies  being  granted,  the  whole  task  of  practical  medicine  is 
to  oppose  to  every  enemy  of  health  aud  life  a  more  powerful 
enemy  in  the  form  of  a  remedy.  If  the  science  of  therapeutics 
could  be  completed  in  this  sense,  the  task  of  healing  would  bo 
Tcry  easy  and  simple.  But  this  fine  idea  has  disappeared  in 
proportion  as  diseases  have  come  to  be  regarded  as  disturbances 
of  the  normal  functions  of  life.  There  are  no  specific  effects 
of  remedies  in  the  old  sense  of  the  word  ;  for  in  the  few  dis- 
easea  (Intermittents,  Syphilis)  which  we  can  cure  by  a  certain 
remedy,  the  question  ia  not  so  much  about  a  direct  annihilation 
of  the  disease,  as  such,  aa  it  is  about  a  destruction  of  the  poison 
causing  it. 

But  there  are  specific  effects  of  remedies  in  another  sense. 
When  a  drug  or  a  poison  (and  they  are  in  the  mnjtwity  of  cases 
identical)  reaches  the  blood,  directly  or  indirectly,  it  is  soon 
spread  by  it  over  the  whole  orgimism,  and  comes  iu  contact 
with  nearly  every  part  of  it.  But  not  all  tliese  parts  are 
affected  by  Uio  drug,  but  aa  a  rule  it  is  only  proportionally  cir- 
cumscribed and  often  very  sharply  detiued  portions  which 
undergo  a  change  in  function,  and  simultaneously  or  later  in 
form ;  in  other  words,  of  the  numberless  elementary  organisms 
which  make  up  the  animal  1>ody,  individual  parts  alone  have 
more  or  less  fixed  and  certain  relations  to  certain  individual 
drugs,  while  other  parts  are  not  affected.  In  this  sense,  we 
may  speak  of  specific  relations  of  certain  elementary  organisms 
to  certain  chemical  liodies,  or,  what  is  about  the  same  thing,  of 
specific  effects  of  medicines.     A  scientific  Materia  Medica  has. 
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thon,  DO  other  task  than  to  determine  these  individual  relations 
of  remedies  to  iudividuul  elementary  orgauisms,  i.  e,  to 
localize  the  effects  of  drugs.  We  must  confess  that  iuvesliga- 
tioo  in  this  direction  has  not  been  carried  on  conscientiously  for 
a  long  time,  which  is  probably  the  chief  cause  of  the  great 
defects  which  our  knowledge  of  the  action  of  drugs  exhibits. 
Scientific  pharmacodynamics  is  a  fruitful  but  as  yet  almost 
uncultiTated  field,  on  whoae  broad  expanse  only  her»  and  there 
an  oasis  gleams  full  of  hope  and  promise. 

What  we  really  knowof  tbe  action  of  Digitalis  is  coufined  to 
changes  in  the  functions  of  the  heart  and  blood-vessels,  for  the 
effects  of  this  remedy  on  other  organs  are  caused  either  by 
its  influence  upon  the  heart  and  blood-vessels,  or  they  appear  so 
inconstantly  that  we  cun  scarcely  seize  them,  much  less  decide 
how  they  are  connected  with  the  remedy. 

It  is  an  undoubted  fact  that  the  frequency  of  the  pulse  can  be 
reduced  hy  Digitalis  or  Digitaline.  This  had  been  universally 
tnown  for  a  long  lime  as  regards  the  febrile  pulse,  but  numer- 
ons  and  scientifically  exact  observations  upon  this  effect  of  the 
remedy  were  first  made  by  Traube  in  pneumonia  and  acuto 
articular  rheumatism,  and  later  by  Wunderlich,  Perber,  and 
Thomas  in  ileo-typhus,  pleuritis,  and  erysipelas.  In  the  healthy, 
this  retarding  effect  of  Digitalis  upon  the  pulse  appears,  as  has 
been  proved  by  the  careful  experiments  of  Stadion  and  Saun- 
ders, After  small  doses  there  is  an  increased  frequency  of  the 
pulse  for  some  time ;  after  large  doses  this  stage  of  accelera- 
tion is  short,  or  wanting  entirely.  If  the  use  of  Digitalis  is 
persisted  in  for  some  time,  the  pulse  becomes  irregular,  inter- 
mitting, sm^ili,  and  less  resistant. 

The  changes  in  the  frequency  of  the  pulse  become  most  evi- 
dent, if  on  a  large  animal  —  for  example,  a  dog  —  we  perform 
an  experiment  to  ascertain  the  blood-pressure,  and  transfer  the 
pulse-curve  to  the  register  of  the  kymograph ;  if  in  such  an 
experiment  we  inject  a  large  dose  of  Digitaline  (0.05)  or  an 
infusion  of  Digitalis  into  the  jugular  vein,  in  a  direction  towards 
the  heart,  we  notice  generally,  during  the  injection  or  immedi- 
ately after  it,  a  very  considerable  lessening  of  the  frequency  of 
the  poise.     This  affects  only  the  heart's  diastole.     We  may 
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compare  as  many  carves  as  we  will,  we  shall  always  find  that 
evea  in  the  greatest  reductioD  in  the  frequency  of  the  pulse 
produced  by  Digilalis,  the  duration  of  the  systole  shows  no 
change,  not  even  if  single  pulse-curves  have  reached  a  very 
considerable  height.  The  diastole,  on  the  contrary,  decreases 
more  than  four-fold. 

If  we  divide  the  diastolic  curve  into  three  equal  parts,  we 
observe  bs  a  rule  that  the  rapidity  is  least  in  the  middle, 
greater  in  the  last,  and  greatest  io  the  first  part. 

£d.  Weber  was  the  first  to  show  that  by  pcmisteot  nuechani- 
cal,  chemicnl,  or  electrical  irritation  of  the  vagus,  the  frequency 
of  the  heai-t's  contractions  decreases,  and  if  the  irritation  is 
extreme,  the  heart  stops  in  diastole.  In  the  mammalia  and  in 
man  there  is,  during  the  whole  life,  an  irritation  proceeding 
from  l^e  origin  of  the  vagus  in  the  medulla  oblongata ;  for  sec- 
tion of  tile  vagi  causes  a  sudden  increase  in  the  frequency  of  the 
heart's  action. 

The  decided  retardation  of  the  pulse  by  the  use  of  Digitalis 
was  referred  by  Traube  to  irritation  of  the  inhibitory  nerves  of 
the  heart,  the  same  phenomenon  which  we  can  easily  produce 
by  Faradization  of  the  vagus;  hot  it  appears,  as  Traube  himself 
acknowledges,  that  the  retardation  of  the  pulse  is  still  present, 
even  if  the  vagi  have  been  cut  before  the  introduction  of  Digitalis, 
that  is,  already  separated  from  their  centre.  Traube,  then,  in 
the  interest  of  his  theory,  was  compelled  to  regard  the  retarda- 
tion after  section  as  caused  by  an  effect  of  Digitaline  upon  the 
peripheral  segments  of  the  vagi.  A  direct  proof  of  the  influ- 
ence of  the  vagus  in  the  retardation  of  the  pulse,  after  Digi- 
taline, however,  was  not  shown  by  these  observations.  The 
objection  remained  that  the  reduction  in  the  frequency  of  the 
pulse  might  be  caused  by  other  unknown  conditions  entirely 
aside  from  the  influence  of  the  vagus,  and  this  objection  re- 
mained valid  as  long  as  it  was  not  possible  to  hold  the  vagus  in 
abeyance  during  the  action  of  Digitaline.  For  such  a  purpose 
we  now  possess,  as  was  proved  five  years  ago  by  Von  Bezold 
and  BlObaum,  a  reliable  means  in  Atropine.  If  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  Atropine  (O.Ol)  is  injected  into  a  dog,  the  vagus 
loses  its  irritability  completely,  and  if  we  now  inject  Digitaline, 
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no  diminution  wbaterer  is  produced  in  the  frequency  of  the 
pnlse.  We  see,  then,  that  after  cutting  off  tlie  iofluence  of  the 
Tagiia,  Digitaline  loses  its  retai'ding  action  upon  the  pulse,  and 
hence  we  can  safely  conclude  that  this  effect  is  produced  through 
the  raguB. 

In  opposition  to  this  decrease  in  the  A*equency  of  the  pulse, 
■we  observe  now,  just  as  after  section  of  the  vagi,  the  advent  of 
a  sudden  considerable  increase  of  it,  after  the  retardation  has 
lasted  some  time.  This  increased  frequency  was  referred  by 
Traube,  reasoning  from  Weber's  experiments,  to  a  paralysis  of 
the  inhibitory  fibres  of  the  cardiac  vagus;  and  here  be  was 
right,  for  in  the  period  of  the  increase  of  the  pulse,  we  can 
allow  the  strongest  induction-cnrreuts  to  pass  through  the  vagus 
without  producing  the  slightest  increase  in  the  frequency  of  the 
heart's  action.  But  it  appears  very  probable  to  me  that  this 
acceleration  of  the  pulse  after  Digitaline  is  not  alone  caused 
by  paralysis  of  the  inhibitory  fibres  of  the  cardiac  vagus,  but 
that  there  is  also  a  direct  accelerative  force  brought  into  play. 
By  Atrcpine  we  can  paralyze  the  cardiac  vagus,  as  I  have 
already  mentioned.  A  consequence  of  this  paralysis  is  great 
acceleration  of  the  pulse,  jtist  as  after  section  of  the  vagus.  If 
ve  now  inject  Digitaline  into  an  atropinized  dog,  the  frequency 
of  the  pultto  is  not  only  not  lessened,  as  we  have  already  seen, 
but  it  becomes  much  greater;  but  this  could  not  be  the  case  if 
the  increased  frequency  appearing  aft«r  Digitaline  had  its  cause 
alone  in  a  paralysis  of  the  vagus,  fur  this  had  already  been  in- 
duced by  Atropine.  Hence  we  are  compelled  to  consider  that 
Digitaline  produces,  besides  the  irritation  and  consequent  paral- 
ysis of  the  inhibitory  nerres,  an  irritation  of  tiie  accelerating 
nerves  of  the  heart,  a  fact  which  seems  to  be  analogous  to  an 
observation  of  Rutherford's,  mentioned  by  Schmiodeberg,  that 
in  atropinized  dogs,  i.  e.  after  paralysis  of  the  inhibitory  nerves, 
an  increase  of  the  beating  of  the  heart  can  be  produced  by 
peripheral  irritation. 

To  this  stage  of  acceleration,  a  sudden  cessation  of  the 
heart's  action  may  immediately  succeed,  that  is,  the  death  of 
the  animal,  but  much  more  frequently  this  is  preceded  by  an- 
ottier  change  in  the  pulse  duiius;  which  the  irritability  of  the 
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vagu&  is  completely  destroyed.  This  change  consists  especially 
in  a  great  irregularity,  generally  oombiiied  with  a  considerable 
retardation  of  the  beats.  The  curve  soon  rises  slowly  and  cod- 
tiaunlly,  and  sinks  again  as  slowly  to  its  former  level,  or  erea 
below  it ;  or  the  rapidity  of  the  rising  and  falling  changes ;  or 
single  small,  mpid  beats  are  inserted  at  the  end  of  the  systole 
or  diastole  ;  or,  what  is  very  common,  the  curve  rises  and  fnlli* 
with  some  iuterruptioos,  the  duration  of  which  is  the  same  as 
the  small,  quick  pulsations  at  the  end  of  the  systole.  The 
whole  gives  the  impression  that  two  forces  are  acting  in  the 
heart  simnltaueously,  one  of  which  causes  the  strong,  llie  other 
the  weak,  contractions.  It  is  possible  that  one  depends  on  the 
motion  of  the  auricles,  the  other  on  that  of  the  ventricles.  If 
the  strong  contractions  follow  each  other  so  quickly  that  they 
surpass  the  weaker  in  rapidity,  the  latter  are  not  noticed  at  all, 
while  they  become  plainer,  the  slower  the  strong  contractions 
are,  and  are  only  fully  developed  when  the  strong  ones  are 
entirely  wanting.  It  is  at  present  impossible  to  give  a  satisiac' 
tory  explanation  of  this  behavior  of  the  pulse,  which  also  fre- 
quently appears  under  other  conditions.  This  is  called  anjtk- 
mia,  and  Heidenhain  is  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  caused  by  an 
irritation  of  the  intracardiac  inhibitory  apparatus.  But  the 
arythinia  is  present,  when  the  cardiac  vagus  has  been  previ- 
ously paralyzed  with  Atropine.  Heidenhain  thinks  that  notall 
the  parts  belonging  to  the  intracardiac  inhibitory  mechauism 
are  paralyzed  hy  Atrapme,  According  to  his  idea,  it  is  veiy 
probable  that  the  fibres  of  the  vagus  in  the  heart  inosculate 
with  the  ganglion-cells,  from  which  communicating  brandiea 
pass  to  the  proper  motor  ganglia  of  the  heart.  According  to 
Uetdeuhain's  view,  there  is  no  conflict  with  the  observations  oe 
the  effects  of  Atropine  on  the  vagus,  if  we  confine  its  paralyzing 
action  to  the  ganglia  of  the  vagus ;  the  fibres,  then,  which  unite 
these  ganglia  to  the  motor  cells,  if  irritated,  would  act  in  i 
similar  way,  aa  inhibitory  to  the  latter,  like  the  ganglia  of  the 
inhibitory  apparatus  itself.  With  this  view,  however,  certain 
effects,  or  rather  the  absence  of  certailii  effects,  of  Diffiluline  oa 
the  heart  seem  to  conflict.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  ns  I  have 
already  said,  that  the  retardation  of  the  pnlae,  which  appears 
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immediately  Bfl«r  the  iajectioQ  o(  Diffilaline,is  due  to  irritatioa 
of  the  vagus ;  but  in  atropiiiized  dugs,  this  retardation  is 
entirely  absent;  and  yet  we  should  suppose  that  it  would 
appear,  if,  as  Heidenhain  thicks,  the  fibres  connecting  the  gan- 
glia of  the  vagus  with  the  motor  ganglia  of  the  heart,  did  not 
lose  their  irritability  under  the  influence  of  Airopitie. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  under  all  conditions,  the  arythmia  ap- 
pearing'  after  Digitaline  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  threatening 
sign,  and  among  the  numerous  experiments  on  animals  with 
this  drug,  I  have  never  observed  a  single  case  where  it  gave 
place  again  to  perfect  regularity  of  the  heart  before  death. 

The  final  cessation  of  the  heart,  the  true  cause  of  death  in 
poiaoniiig  by  Digitaline,  is  caused  by  a  great  diminution  in  or 
entire  destruction  of  the  irritability  of  the  cardiac  muscle. 
Immediately  after  a  fatal  case  of  poisoning,  the  strongest  indno- 
tion-oHirents  may  be  allowed  to  act  on  the  heart :  either  no 
contractions  or  only  very  feeble  ones  will  be  produced. 
Whether  paralysis  of  the  nervous  or  muscular  elements  of  the 
heart  is  produced,  we  are  unable  to  say.  Bohm  thinks  the  lat- 
ter, at  least  in  frogs'  hearts. 

Along  with  the  above-mentioned  efiiecta  of  DigitcUine  on  the 
pulse  comes  a  second  change,  transient,  it'is  true,  but  yet  easily 
demonstrable  with  the  aid  of  the  kymograph  ;  this  consists  in  a 
considerable  increase  in  the  arterial  Uood-pressure,  after  large 
doses.  As  a  rule,  this  effect  is  produced  as  quickly  as  that  on 
tiie  pulse,  and  we  see,  accordingly,  the  pressure-curve  rise  im- 
mediately after  or  even  during  the  injection  of  Digitaline,  just 
u  the  frequency  of  the  pulse  diminishes.  Only  in  exceptional 
cases  is  the  injection  followed  immediately,  while  the  pulse 
liecomea  retarded,  by  a  lowering  of  the  pressure,  which,  how- 
ever, after  a  little  while  always  changes  into  the  opposite  condi- 
tion. Gradually,  sometimes  rapidly  and  again  slowly,  but 
nearly  always  without  interruption,  the  pressure  rises  to  a  more 
considerable  height,  so  high  that  it  sometimes,  even  in  small 
and  medium-sized  dogs,  rises  above  300  m.  m. ;  it  then  sinks 
again  gradually  ;  remains  usually  for  a  time  under  the  normal 
height,  and  falls  at  last  rapidly,  immediately  after  tiie  final  ces- 
sation of  the  heart,  iu  an  irregular  line,  almost  to  zero.     In  all 
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these  variations  of  pressure,  this  fact  is  particularly  noticeable, 
that  they  appear  along  with  the  moat  different  degrees  of  the 
frequency  of  the  pulse  and  of  the  height  of  the  pulse-wave,  so 
that  the  most  different  degrees  of  pressure  may  be  combined 
with  a  slow  and  high-waved,  as  well  aa  with  a  frequent  and 
amall-waved  pulse.  This  implies  that  the  variations  in  the 
blood-presaure  are  independent  of  the  heart's  action,  and  leads 
us  next  to  the  question  as  to  the  cause  of  the  increased  pressure 
in  the  arterial  system,  which  constantly  appears  after  the  injec- 
tion of  Digitaline, 

If  we  inject  a  solution  of  Digitaline  into  the  jugular  vein  of 
a  rabbit,  whose  abdomen  has  been  previously  opened,  so  that 
the  mesentery  is  exposed,  we  may  plainly  observe  a  general 
narrowing  of  calibre  in  the  arteries  of  the  mesentery,  some  Ume 
after  the  injection ;  this  narrowing  may  go  on  to  complete  clos- 
ure of  some  vessels,  for  we  see  the  red  streaks  not  only  dimin- 
ished in  size  but  in  many  places  wholly  interrupted.  It  is  a 
good  plan  to  keep  up  artificial  respiration  during  these  experi- 
ments, for  large  doses  of  Digitalis  frequently  produce,  in  rab- 
bits, strong  convulsions ;  hence  difficulty  of  breathing  or  even 
entire  suppression  may  result,  so  that  carbonic  acid  collecta  in 
the  blood,  which,  as  is  well  known,  may  produce  contraction  of 
the  arteries.  But  we  observe  this  narrowing  of  the  arteries  in 
the  mesentery  of  the  rabbit  if  the  animal  is  continually  sup- 
plied with  air  by  means  of  bellows,  even  if  it  has  been  previ- 
ously rendered  motionless  by  Woorara;  hence  we  cannot  doubt 
that  the  narrowing  of  the  vessels  is  actually  an  effect  of  Digi- 
taline. The  question  now  is,  how  Digitaline  produces  this 
narrowing  in  the  arterial  system.  On  physiological  grounds  it 
is  roost  natural  to  think  of  an  irritation  of  the  vaao-motor 
centre  situated  in  the  medulla  oblongata,  for  we  know  numer- 
ous conditions  whose  action  upon  this  centre  produces  contrac- 
tion of  the  arteries.  I  will -mention  only  carbonic  acid,  the 
irritation  of  a  sensitive  nerve,  or  the  direct  irritation  of  the 
centre  by  mechanical  or  electrical  means.  The  observations  of 
Traube  and  R.  Biihm  seem  to  prove  that  the  arterial  contraction 
after  Digitaline  ia  caused  by  an  irritation  of  the  vaao-motor 
centre,  but  my  views  do  not  agree  with  theirs.     I  have  con- 


1876.]  DIQTTALIS.  265 

TiDced  mjself  bj  Dumerous  experimeDts  that  the  narrowiDg  of 
the  arteries  in  the  mesentery  ot  the  rabbit  is  also  present  whea 
I  had  divided  the  spiQal  cord  on  a  level  with  the  axis  previous 
to  the  injection  of  Digiledine,  and  by  this  means  had  destroyed 
the  inflaence  of  the  vaso-motor  centre. 

That  by  contraction  of  a  great  number,  or,  in  fact,  of  all  the 
small  arteries,  the  blood-pressure  should  be  increased  in  the 
lai^r  arteries,  is  a  well-established  fact ;  and  hence  we  may 
conclnde  that  the  increased  blood-pressure  in  the  arterial  sys- 
tem, after  Digitaline,  is  caused,  at  least  in  part,  by  this  coa- 
tractioD.  Traube  and  BOhm  have  also  advanced  this  opinion, 
but  they  make  the  contraction  and  consequent  increased  pressure 
dependent  upon  an  irritation  of  the  vaso-motor  centre,  for  they 
found  that  the  increased  pressure  was  absent,  if,  previous  to 
tile  injection  of  Digitaline,  they  had  cut  the  spinal  cord  between 
the  atlas  and  the  axis.  Strange  to  say,  the  results  of  my  numer- 
ous experiments  do  not  agree  with  the  statements  of  the  above- 
named  observers.  I  have  observed  in  all  cases,  without  exception, 
where  I  had  cut  the  spinal  cord  on  a  level  with  the  axis,  or  even 
higher,  and  then  injected  Digitaline,  that  an  increase  of  pressure 
was  always  present,  in  many  cases  very  marked.  This  fact 
agrees  with  the  observation  already  made  by  me,  that  the 
arteries  in  the  mesentery  of  the  rabbit  contract  after  Digitaline, 
even  if  the  influence  of  the  medulla  oblongata  has  been  cut  off; 
hence  I  have  no  hesitation  in  claiming  that  the  increased  pres- 
sure in  the  arterial  system,  after  Digitaline,  is  due  to  a  contrac- 
tion of  small  arteries,  which  in  turn  must  be  referred,  not  to  an 
irritation  of  the  vnso-motor  centre,  but  to  a  direct  relation  of 
the  poison  to  the  peripheral  vaso-motor  nerves  and  their  ter- 
minations in  the  muscular  apparatus  of  the  vessels,  —  perhaps, 
indeed,  to  this  itself. 

But  is  this  contraction  of  small  arteries  the  only  ground  for 
the  increased  pressure?  If  wo  look  at  this  qnestiou  carefully, 
it  seems  to  me  we  must  deny  it  absolutely,  because  an  increased 
pressure  in  the  arterial  syatem,  by  simply  hindering  or  lessen- 
ing the  current  in  the  periphery,  without  the  co-operation  of 
the  heart,  cannot  be  imagined  ;  for,  with  the  stasis  of  the  blood 
in  the  arterial  system  caused  by  the  contraction  of  the  small 
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nrteries,  the  burden  of  the  left  heart  inoreRses ;  the  quantity  of 
blood  reaching  the  aorta  duriag  the  systole  will  decrease  ia 
like  proportiuD,  and  hence  the  static  relations  will  undergo  no 
change.  Certain  mutual  relations  between  the  action  of  the  heart 
and  the  blood-prcBeui-e  are  already  known,  caused  by  Dwaits  of 
the  nervous  system.  We  know,  for  example,  from  the  experi- 
ments of  Ludwig  and  Thiry,  that  elevation  of  the  blood-pres- 
sure in  the  arteries  and  in  the  heart  causes  an  increase  iu  the 
frequency  of  the  pulse.  But  aside  from  the  lact  that  a  mere 
numerical  iucreaae  of  the  pulse  dues  not  prove  an  inoreaae  in 
the  actitm  of  the  heart,  this  statement  of  Ludwig  and  Thiry 
cannot  be  used  to  explain  the  increased  pressure  produced  by 
DigiUtUne,  because  immediately  after  the  administration  of  this 
poison,  retardation  of  the  pulse  and  iucreased  pressure  oftea 
co-exist.  The  problem  is  easiest  solved  if  we  regard  tho 
degree  of  systolic  action  as  entirely  independent  of  the  amount 
of  pressure  of  the  blood  in  the  aorta.  In  case  the  pressure 
was  slight,  a  part  of  the  contractile  power  of  the  left  heart 
would  be  ineffectual  iu  propelling  the  blood,  while  if  the  pres- 
sure wore  increased,  a  lai^er  part  or  even  the  whole  of  tho 
systolic  power  would  assist  in  the  propulsion  of  the  blood. 
The  truth  of  this  view  seems  to  he  substantiated  by  the  above- 
mentioned  observation,  —  that  with  an  equal  frequency  of  tlie 
pulse,  there  may  be  the  greatest  differeuce  in  the  arterial  pres- 
sure, and  vice  versa. 

That  the  power  of  the  heart,  as  such,  increases  after  Digitaline, 
entirely  independent  of  the  blood-pressure,  has  been  already 
proved  by  Bcihm,  at  leasit  in  the  frog's  heart,  and  we  may  natur- 
ally conclude  that  the  increased  pressure  in  the  arterial  system 
will  be  most  considerable,  when  augmented  heart>-power  and 
increased  contraction  of  small  arteries  coexist.  We  must  like- 
wise acknowledge  that  possibly  the  increase  of  pressure  ia 
caused  by  arterial  contraction  alone,  presupposing  only  that 
I  the  power  of  the  heart  is  not  lessened  by  the  increased  pressure. 

The  most  interesting  effects  of  large  doses  of  Digitaline  are 
in  the  changes  in  the  (emperature  of  the  body,  which  are  so  inti- 
mately connected  with  tho  variutious  in  blood-pressure.  Iu 
order  to  describe  these  effects,  I  must  refer  to  a  series  of  exceed- 
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ingly  valuable  experiuients,  which  HeideDhain  has  performed 
and  poMished,  on  the  influence  of  the  Taao-qiotor  nervous 
systetn  upon  the  circiilatiun  and  temperature  of  the  body. 

In  the  year  IS66  Mantegazza  found  that  in  rabbits  and  hens 
the  temperature  of  the  rectum  falls  if  a  painful  irritation  is 
applied  to  the  animals.  Somewhat  later,  O.  Nauniann,  inde- 
pendently of  Mantegazza,  in  experiments  on  man,  obtained 
similar  results,  and  Demarqaai  observed,  in  the  late  war,  in 
those  who  had  severe  wounds  complicated  with  bone  injuries, 
instantaneous  lowering  of  the  temperature  by  several  degrees. 
Heidenhain,  finally,  without  knowing  these  observations,  dis^ 
covered  the  important  fact  that  when  by  irritation  of  a  sensi- 
tive nerve  or  by  direct  irritation  of  the  medulla,  an  increase  of 
pressure  was  produced  in  the  arterial  system,  simultaneously 
with  this  increase  there  appears  a  fall  of  temperature  in  the 
interior  of  the  body,  e.  g.  in  the  vena  cava  inferior.  Heiden- 
hain regards  this  diminution  of  temperature  aa  the  consequence 
of  an  increased  loss  of  heat,  produced  by  an  ncceleration  of  the 
blood-stream  accompanying  the  rise  in  the  arterial  pressure.. 
If,  in  consequence  of  the  increased  rapidity  of  the  Mood-stream, 
larger  quantities  of  blood  are  carried  from  the  inner,  wanner 
parts  of  the  body  through  its  cooler  periphery,  depression  of 
the  temperatnr^  of  alt  the  blood  may  take  place,  simply  on 
acconnt  of  the  contact  of  these  large  quantities  of  blood  with 
the  cooler  medium  surrounding.  Heidenhain  supported  this, 
his  theory,  by  supplementary  experiments.  He  next  gave 
direct  proof  that  in  the  crural  artery  and  vein,  and  in  the  exter- 
nal jugular  vein,  an  increase  in  the  medium  rapidity  of  the 
stream  takes  place  if  an  increased  arterial  pressure  is  produced 
by  irritation  of  a  sensitive  nerve  or  by  direct  irritation  of  the 
vaso-motor  centre.  If  he  reversed  the  experiment  and  reduced 
the  rapidity  of  the  blood-stream  by  section  of  the  vagus  or  by 
sudden  copious  bleeding,  he  observed  a  rise  in  temperature  in 
the  interior  of  the  body.  Of  the  dependence  of  the  rise  and 
fall  of  temperature  in  the  interior  of  the  body  upon  the  warmth 
of  the  periphery,  be  was  also  able  to  give  a  direct  proof,  since 
he  libuwed  that  the  efiects  of  an  acceleration  of  the  circulation 
upon  the  temperature  of  the  interior  of  the  body  changed  with 
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the  cooling  or  warming  of  the  periphery.  But  the  best  proof 
of  his  theory  eeeins  to  be  an  experiment  lately  reported  by  him, 
in  which  he  was  able  directly  to  prove  —  by  ascertaining  simul- 
taneously the  temperature  on  the  surface  and  within  the  body, 
—  that  during  an  increase  in  the  arterial  pressure  produced  hj 
irritation  of  a  Bensitive  nerve  or  the  medulla  oblongata,  the 
temperature  of  the  skin  rises,  while  that  of  the  interior  falU ; 
and  that,  vice  versa,  the  temperature  of  the  skin  sinks  and  that 
of  the  interior  rises,  if,  after  the  irritation  has  been  removed, 
the  change  in  the  circulation  returns  i^in  to  the  normal  stand- 
ard on  the  disappearance  of  the  blood-pressure.  I  have  ofleo 
repeated  these  experiments  of  Heidenhain,  but  with  this  differ- 
ence,—  that  I  produced  the  increased  arterial  pressure,  not  by 
indirect  or  direct  irritation  of  the  vaso-motor  centre,  but  by 
injecting  Diffilaline  into  the  blood.  My  results  agree  vith 
those  of  Heideubain,  and  hence  I  do  not  hesitate  to  consider 
that  the  decrease  in  temperature  in  the  interior  of  the  body, 
after  Digitaline,  is  caused  by  an  acceleration  of  the  blood^stream 
through  the  periphery.  lu  fact,  an  irritation  of  the  Toso-motor 
centre  is  not  requisite  for  the  appearance  of  the  increased  blood- 
pressure  after  Digitaline,  since  it  appears,  as  I  have  already 
mentioned,  even  if  the  spinal  cord  has  been  previously  cut  io 
the  cervical  region  ;  but  the  action  of  Digitaline  depends  upon 
n  cessation  of  the  flow  of  blood  from  the  small  arteries,  caused 
by  their  contraction ;  and  consequently,  the  immediate  con- 
ditions for  the  rise  of  the  arterial  pressure  are  tbe  same,  i.  e. 
they  consist  io  a  cessation  of  the  flow  of  blood,  produced  by  tbe 
contraction  of  the  smaller  arteries,  whether  resulting  from 
•  direct  or  indirect  irritation  of  the  medulla  or  from  the  action  of 
Digitaline. 

The  next  question  is,  whether  an  increased  rapidity  of  the 
blood-stream  is  everywhere  associated  with  an  increased  con- 
traction of  the  smaller  arteries.  I  should  say  No,  if  the 
contraction  takes  place  in  all  or  a  very  large  proportion  of 
the  arteries ;  Yes,  if  it  is  con6ned  within  reasonable  limits. 
If  we  observe  tbe  narrowing  of  the  arteries,  as  it  appears 
after  Digitaline  in  the  mesentery  of  tbe  rabbit,  we  become 
convinced  that  an  acceleration  of  the  blood-current  through 
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these  narrowed  or  even  entirely  closed  Teasels  is  imposBible. 
We  must  recollect  that  this  condition  is  not  general  in  the 
body,  but  that  other  arterial  regions  are  not  narrowed  in  their 
smaller  ramifications,  and  that  in  these  a  compensatory  hyper- 
semia  appears  ;  the  blood-pressure  must  increase  in  the  entire 
arterial  system,  and  likewise  a  difference  of  pressure  in  the 
arteries  and  veins.  Only  where  the  communications  with 
the  venous  system  are  perfectly  free  can  the  blood  receive  a 
more  rapid  motion  in  consequence  of  this  increased  difference 
of  pressure  in  favor  of  the  arteries.  If  now  we  remember 
that  the  small  arteriea  in  the  interior  of  the  body  are  nar- 
rowed by  the  action  of  Digitaline,  while  those  leading  to  the 
periphery  are  of  the  usual  size,  we  hare  a  simple  explanation 
of  the  increase  of  temperature  on  the  surface  and  the  decrease 
within  the  body.  Heideuhain  aeema  to  have  arrived  at  a  sim- 
ilar conclusion  in  his  latest  publication. 
[Tobt  eoidinuei.'] 


Note  on  a  nbw  Method  op  ADKonsTSRiMO  Etheb  Yafor. — In 
the  March  namber  of  The  Practitioner  there  is  an  article  with  the 
above  title,  by  Lawson  Tait  (F.R.C.S.),  in  which,  after  remarking 
OD  the  dangers  attendant  upon  the  administration  of  Chloroform,  the 
author  calls  attention  to  the  only  danger  liable  to  result  iVom  Ether, 
viz.  bronchitis,  and  recommends  a  method  by  which  he  claims  that 
this  may  be  obviated.  He  has  invented  an  apparatus  by  which  the 
ether  is  boiled  and  the  vapor  administered  unmixed  with  air.  This 
consists  of  a  "  reservoir  which  will  hold  about  ten  ounces,  and  which 
is  flimished  with  a  spring  pump,  which  drives  over  about  a  dram  of 
Ether  at  each  stroke  into  a  glass  boiler.  This  boiler  is  suspended  in 
a  hot-water  tank,  beneath  which  is  a  spirit-lamp.  From  the  boiler  an 
exit  tube,  four  or  five  feet  long,  passes  to  a  mouth-piece.  When  the 
apparatus  is  to  be  used  the  tank  is  filled  with  water,  the  spirit-lamp  is 
lighted,  and  about  three  drams  of  Ether  are  pumped  into  the  boiler. 
Care  must  be  taken  that  there  is  no  leak^e  ftom  the  boiler,  other- 
wise there  will  be  an  explosion." 

He  then  mentions  a  case  in  which  he  employed  this  apparatus,  and 
he  was  much  pleased  at  the  readiness  with  which  ansiitbesia  was 
produced,  even  with  a  comparatively  small  amount  (five  ounces). 
No  unpleasant  symptoms  followed,  although  the  patient  was  an  old 
lady  who  had  suffered  for  years  from  bronchitis  and  dilated  heart. 

The  experiment  is  certtuuly  worth  trying. 
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NOTES  OF  PROGRESS. 

Since  Habnemann  enanciated  the  lav  of  care,  which  resulted  in  the 
foandatiOD  of  the  horaosopathfc  school,  there  has  not  been  a  single 
year  in  which  this  method  of  medical  practice  bos  not  made  sabstan- 
tlal  progress,  —  slowly  at  first,  for  it  wtll  be  remembered  that  eren  in 
the  very  track  of  swift  commerce  it  toolc  nearly  three  decades  to  float 
homoeopathy  across  the  Atlantic,  while  in  the  succeeding  half  century 
it  has  gone  to  every  quarter  of  the  habitable  globe,  and  now,  with 
irresistible  force,  it  is  making  its  principles  felt  in  the  opinions  and 
practice  of  every  physician,  either  directly  or  indirectly.  Aside  from 
its  special  colleges,  Journals,  hospitals,  dispensaries,  and  pharmacies, 
it  has,  by  ita  very  success,  in  spite  of  bitter  opposition,  forco<l  its 
principles,  (o  some  extent,  into  every  medical  Institution,  has  notably 
revolutionized  and  Improved  the  whole  system  of  allopathic  polyphar- 
macy,  and,  in  one  form  or  another,  tCMlay  enters  Into  and  modifies 
the  medlosl  practice  of  the  worid. 

Notably  have  the  last  few  years  shown  progress  In  this  direction, 
and  tn  no  place  greater  than  In  the  metropolis  of  New  England. 
Here,  within  five  years,  a  large  and  flourishing  school  has  been  estab- 
lished, a  hospital  baa  been  founded,  and  tiiree  dispensaries  ore  giv< 
ing  aid  and  health  to  tbe  sick  poor.  WiUiin  the  past  month,  a  hospital 
building  has  been  completed,  and  in  this  number  we  give  our  readers 
an  engraving  and  floor-plan  of  the  building,  together  with  a  full  de- 
scription of  it.  The  centetmial  year,  so  well  begun,  has  other  things 
in  store  for  our  fViends.  This  very  month  will  assemble  in  Philadel- 
phia a  World's  Homffiopnthic  Couvcntion,  in  which  all  countries  will 
be  represented.  No  means  will  be  spared  to  make  this  occasion  mem- 
orable, and  let  none  of  our  pliyoiciana  spare  efibrt  to  be  present  and 
add  success  to  this  convention. 
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THE  MASSACHUSETTS  HOMCEOPATHIC  HOSPITAL. 

Thb  Hospital  was  chartered  by  tLe  Legiatatare  in  1855,  and  failed 
of  an  endowment  from  the  State  of  $10,000  by  only  oue  vote  in  the 
Senate,  the  House  baring  passed  it  by  a  large  vote.  Had  the  State 
aided  the  institution  even  by  this  small  sum,  its  friends  would  have 
been  encoar^ed  to  greater  exertion,  and  it  is  impoasible  to  estimate 
the  amount  of  good  which  might  have  been  accomplished  thereby  in 
the  past  twenty  years,  or  what  woald  hove  been  its  present  condition 
had  it  been  then  established.  The  expenaes  of  a  hospital  being  so 
great,  it  was  thought  best  to  establish,  in  the  first  place,  a  dispensary, 
and  in  1856  an  Act  of  Incorporation  was  obtained  for  the  Homceo- 
pathic  Medical  Dispensary. 

Id  order  to  sustain  this  inatitntion,  a  Fair  was  held  in  Music  Hall  in 
March,  1869,  which  in  five  days  realized  the  sum  of  $13,100,  which 
was  devoted  to  the  purposes  of  a  permanent  fund. 

In  the  winter  of  1860-61  an  effort  was  made  to  establish  the  hos- 
pital, but  the  uncertainties  of  business  which  began  abuut  this  time, 
and  the  war  which  soon  followed,  delayed  the  enterprise,  though  the 
need  of  the  hospital  was  Iceenly'  felt  by  many  of  our  soldiers  (torn 
the  war,  who  conld  nowhere  find  an  institution  which  would  give 
homoeopathic  treatment  to  those  who  desired  it.  Up  to  1870  no  sue- 
cessfhl  effort  hod  been  made  to  establish  the  hospital,  when  a  few 
IHends  of  the  cause  united  their  efforts  and  procured  the  small  build- 
ing No.  11  Burroughs  Place,  which  was  fitted  up  as  well  as  it  could  be 
for  such  an  institution,  and  soon  became  the  hnmble  beginning  of  the 
Massachusetts  Homffiopathic  Hospital. 

By  the  generosity  of  individuals  and  religions  and  other  assocla- 
tioQS,  it  was  Ibrnished  under  the  auspices  of  the  Ladies'  Aid  Associa- 
tion, and  was  opened  for  the  reception  of  patients  on  Jan.  29,  1871, 
and,  u>  the  time  of  the  closing  of  this  building,  provided  for  upwards 
of  four  hundred  patients. 

In  April,  1872,  under  the  impetus  of  the  attempt  of  the  Massachn- 
Mtta  Medical  Society  to  oast  odium  upon  homceopathy  and  its  firiends, 
the  public  rallied  to  its  support,  and  in  one  of  the  most  brilliant  Fairs 
ever  held  in  Boston  $76,000  were  raised  for  the  hoHpital  fund.  Witb 
this  sudden  and  nnexpected  accession  to  its  funds,  it  became  a  matter 
of  grave  importance  to  commence  aright,  —  first,  by  selecting  tbe 
proper  location ;  and  second,  by  erecting  a  suitable  building. 

LOCATIDK. 

For  some  time  the  proper  site  for  the  hospital  was  a  matter  of 
seiions  consideration  by  the  board  of  trustees.     Good  drainage, 
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ligbt,  air,  and  water,  and  snfflcient  epace  to  enlarge  at  some  fiitare 
time,  were  esBcntials.  At  the  sfime  time  it  was  important  that  it 
should  be  in  a  position  accessible  to  the  public,  and  where  the  physi- 
cians who  were  to  give  their  serviccB  to  it  could  viait  it  daily,  withont 
too  great  a  sacrifice  of  time  and  effort.  These  latter  considerations 
made  it  essential  that  llie  hospital  should  be  located  within  the  city 
proper,  and  many  places  were  visited  and  examined. 

While  tlie  location  was  still  undecided,  the  Boston  University  School 
of  Medicine  was  established  under  the  auspiccis  of  the  homceopatliio 
physicians,  and  came  in  possession  of  the  building  and  land  of  the 
New  England  Female  Medical  College,  on  East  Concord  Street, 
between  Harrison  Avenue  and  Albany  Street.  There  are  many 
advantages  in  having  the  hospital  near  and  associated  with  the  col- 
lege and  its  Facnlty,  and  as  there  was  a  vacant  lot  adjoining  the  col- 
lege groands  belonging  to  the  city,  about  26,000  feet  were  secured  at 
the  rate  of  one  dollar  a  foot.  This  lot  is  200  feet  by  about  130  feet, 
and  extends  from  East  Concord  to  Stoughton  Street.  It  overlooks 
the  open  square  of  the  college  aud  also  the  extensive  grounds  of  the 
City  Hospital,  and  will  always  be  well  supplied  with  light  and  air. 
The  drainage,  which  has  proved  sufficient  for  the  City  Hospital,  has 
twelve  feet  firom  the  surface  to  high-water  mark.  The  land  is  not 
only  sufficient  for  the  present  building,  but  has  at  cKhcr  end  an  nn- 
occupied  lot  70  feet  wide  and  130  feet  long,  —  sufficient  for  additions. 
The  position  is  a  very  accessible  one,  and  not  far  distant  trom  the 
topographical  centre  of  Boston. 

Flak  of  the  Bcilpino.  * 
Various  competing  plans  were  submitted  by  different  architects,  and 
it  was  carefully  considered  by  the  Building  Committee  whether  to 
erect  a  handsome,  commodious  building,  which  would  be  an  srchiteo 
tnral  ornament,  or  a  cheap,  temporary  building,  to  be  torn  down  in  a 
few  years,  when  it  should  have  become,  to  some  extent,  saturated 
with  the  emanations  of  disease.  This  latter  plan  has  been  gaining 
favor  of  late,  but  it  is  worthy  of  consideration  that  it  is  not  always  new 
(HT  even  expensive  bnildings  which  exhibit  the  best  resnlta  in  curing 
patients;  for  the  magnificent  St.  Thomas  Hospital,  of  London,  re- 
cently erected  at  a  cost  of  93,500,000,  has  the  highest,  death  rate  of 
any  hospital  in  that  city,  and  far  exceeds  that  of  H6tel  Dieu  in  Faris, 
which  has  been  crowded  for  centuries  with  the  most  severe  and  often 
virulent  cases.  A  middle  course  was  adopted,  and  it  was  decided  to 
erect  a  permanent,  central  building  at  a  moderate  cost,  to  which  at'any 
fnture  time  additions  could  be  made  by  the  erection  of  additional 
wards,  while  the  administraUTe  potljon  of  the  boUding  would  not 
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reqnire  to  be  changed.  The  plana  of  the  present  hoapital  were  pre- 
pared by  Mr.  W.  R.  Emersoo,  the  architect,  who  has  had  the  geDeral 
soperintendenca  of  the  work  of  construction,  in  coonectton  with  the 
Building  Committee  of  the  Trustees,  consisting  of  Afr.  C.  G-.  Wood, 
and  Dra.  E.  B.  de  Gersdorff,  J.  H.  Woodbury,  and  I.  T.  Talbot. 

Description  of  the  Bdilding. 
The  bnilding  is  of  brick  and  stone,  two  stories  high  alwve  the 
basement,  70  fact  front  and  50  feet  deep,  with  a  central  projec- 
tion of  5  feet  in  ft-ont,  above  which  rises  a  tower  60  feet  in 
height.  The  entrance  is  unique  and  t)eautinil,  and  has  attracted 
the  especial  attention  of  architects  and  others.  A.  large  portico, 
with  pointed  roof,  supported  by  brick  columns,  covers  the  free- 
stone steps  rising  on  three  sides.  The  front  doors,  ornamented 
with  tinted  glass  set  in  leaden  sashes,  are  placed  in  the  centre  of  a 
large  brick  circle,  and  upon  each  side  are  wiudows  affording  light  to 
the  pharmacy  and  waiting-room.  From  the  vestihule,  on  the  left  side, 
opens  the  waiting-room,  7x8  feet,  and  also  the  stairs  leading  to  the 
basement.  Double  doors  at  the  inner  end  of  the  Testibulo  lead  into 
the  maio  ball,  17  X  24  feet,  on  the  opposite  side  of  which  is  Uie 
reception  and  committee  room,  13  X  24  feet.  Leading  flrom  the  hall, 
and  to  the  right  of  the  entrance,  is  the  pharmacy,  8  X  18.  fitted  np 
with  drawers  and  cases  for  the  medical  and  surgical  requirements. 
Opening  from  the  hall  in  each  corner  of  the  building  are  wards,  15  X 

18  feet,  suitable  for  from  two  to  four  patients  each.  The  matron's 
room  Is  in  the  centre  of  the  northeasterly  end,  and  corresponding  to 
it,  on  the  northwesterly  end,  is  a  room  for  private  patients.  Dumb 
waiters,  a  bath-room,  and  water-closets  are  also  on  this  atory. 

A  broad  and  easy  stairway,  with  two  landings,  leads  to  the  second 
or  central  halt,  which  is  lighted  by  a  skylight.  Opposite  the  head  of 
the  stairway  is  the  physician's  room,  and  each  end  of  t&e  hail  opens 
into  a  large  ward,  which  forms  a  distinctive  feature  in  this  institntion, 
combining,  as  it  does,  the  advantages  of  the  pavilion  system  in  a 
permanent  building.    These  wards  are  20  feet  wide,  48  feet  long,  and 

19  feet  high,  with  nindows  apon  three  sides.  At  the  end  of  each 
ward  is  a  large  window,  circular  at  the  top,  with  tinted  cathedral  glass 
and  lead  sash,  which  relieves  the  glare  of  the  sun,  and  sheds  a  soil, 
cheerful  light  through  the  rooms.  In  the  centre  of  the  side  of  each 
ward,  opposite  to  the  entrance,  is  a  large  brick  fireplace,  with  orna- 
mental mantel,  and  a  soapstone  hearth  6X8  feet,  warmed  by  coils 
of  st«ampipe  below,  which  diSTiise  a  gentle  warmth,  so  gratefal  to  con- 
valescents, who  can  sit  on  the  hearth  without  being  subject  to  the 
draft  from  a  farnace  register.     Counected  directly  with  each  ward,  vet .  . 
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ontatde  itt  vsHa,  ia  «  damb  waiter  leading  to  the  kitchen,  and  well- 
ventilated  bath-rooms  and  water-closets.  The  nurses'  rooms  are  smalt 
apartmeats  conoected  with  each  ward.  The  space  above  these  large 
wards  is  devoted  entirely  to  Tentilation,  thns  avoiding  the  difficulty 
which  always  occnrs  in  large  hospitals  where  one  ward  is  placed  above 
another.  In  the  central  part  of  the  third  story  fVont  are  two  pleasant 
rooms,  each  contdning  a  single  bed,  and  En  the  rear  are  sleeping 
rooms  fbr  nurses  and  servants.  In  the  tower  is  a  large  and  very 
pleasant  room  for  patients,  which,  if  necessity  ahonld  ever  reqnire  it, 
could  be  osed  for  isolated  cases.  In  the  basement  is  a  luge,  light, 
and  airy  hall,  extending  the  whole  length  of  the  bailding,  8  feet  in 
width.  The  kitchen,  in  the  southeast  comer,  is  supplied  with  all  the 
necessary  appliances,  Including  one  of  Wliiteley's  best  ranges ;  and 
adjoining  it  is  a  commodious  pantry.  The  general  dining-room  is  in 
the  centre,  and  a  conveniently-arranged  lanndiy  on  the  northeast 
oomer.  The  remainder  of  Hie  basement  is  devoted  to  janitor's,  store, 
T^etable  rooms,  eto. 

HEA.TIKO  AMD  VKITnLATIOir. 

Especial  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  methods  of  heating  and 
Tentilating,  combining  them  in  such  a  manner  that  each  may  effect 
nally  aid  the  other.  The  heat  is  supplied  by  an  apparatus  from  the 
United  States  Soapstone  Furnace  Company's  works,  the  cold  air  pass- 
ing through  Boapetone  chambers  heated  by  the  fire  from  the  furnace, 
■o  that  the  air  does  not,  at  any  point  within  the  fiirnaoe,  come  in  con- 
tact with  heated  iron.  From  the  boiler,  steam  is  conveyed  to  various 
parts  of  the  building,  and  all  the  principal  wards  are  heated  by  means 
of  fresh  air  passing  between  the  coila  of  steam-pipe, —a  method  known 
as  iudireot  radiation ;  while  direct  radiation  by  means  of  radiators  is 
adopted  when  this  method  alone  is  practicable.  In  addition  to  the 
Tentilttion  derived  from  the  furnace  each  room  for  patiente  contains 
an  open  firepUce,  uid  the  hot  air  is  carried  off  by  ventilators  both  ia 
the  celling  and  the  floor.  Aside  from  the  various  chimney-flues,  regis- 
ters, and  windows,  three  of  Bobinson's  large  ventilators  convey  air 
to  and  from  the  different  parts  of  the  building.  The  ventilation  was 
well  tested  and  proved  saccessf\il  on  the  opening  evening,  when  the 
building  was  filled  with  nearly  a  thousand  people. 

The  interior  finish  of  the  bailding  is  in  varnished  pine,  exc^t  the 
lower  hall  and  staircase,  which  are  in  ash.  Most  of  the  floors  through- 
out the  building  are  of  narrow  strips  of  hard  pine,  matoheJ,  except 
ttie  lower  hall,  pharmacy,  and  reception  room,  which  are  of  hard  pine 
and  cherry.  A.  heavy  layer  of  cement,  covered  by  double  felting 
under  the  priadpal  floors,  deadeiu  the  sound. 
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The  maaoo-work  was  done  by  Standiah  &  Woodbaiy,  the  carpen- 
tering by  James  F.  HarstoD,  the  ptumbiDg  by  P.Ryaa,  tiie  plastering 
by  J.  Mack,  and  the  painting  by  Hatchins  &  Anglin.    The  whole  cost 
of  the  building  will  be  about  $45,000  exclusive  of  land, 
Openiho  of  the  Hosfital. 

The  building  having  been  Bubstantially  finished,  it  was  opened  to 
its  fHends  on  Thorsday  evening,  April  20,  with  a  coffee  party  nndec 
the  management  of  the  Ladies'  Aid  Aasociation,  which,  aside  from 
the  accompanying  pleasnre,  added  about  $1,400  to  the  fUnds  of  the 
boapitaL  On  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  May  2  and  3,  the  hospital 
was  thrown  open  to  the  inspection  of  the  public ;  and  hundreds  who 
availed  themselves  of  this  privilege  expressed  their  pleasure  at  the 
beauty  of  the  building  and  the  completeness  of  the  arrangements. 
On  Thursday,  May  4,  the  hospital  was  opened  for  the  reception  of 
patients. 

The  funds  of  the  hospital  are  not  sufficient  for  its  support,  and  the 
price  of  beds  ranges  ttom  t7  to  I2!t  per  week,  whicli  Encludea  board, 
narsing,  and  all  the  necessary  medical  or  surgical  treatment.  It  will 
require  no  little  effort  on  the  part  of  its  friends,  to  secure  for  this 
hospital  the  meana  of  doing  all  the  good  of  which  it  is  capable. 
Who  will  do  the  most  for  it? 


A  LETTSB  received  ttom  Dr.  H.  R.  Stout,  of  Jacksonville,  Fla.* 
conveys  some  information  of  no  small  importance  to  homoeop&tbio 
physicians  in  tbe  North  having  occasion  to  send  patients  to  the 
health-resort  named.  He  says  that  one  Dr.  J.  D.  Mitchell — for 
some  twenty  years' a  resident  of  Jacksonville,  and  claiming  to  have 
been  a  homceopath  when  he  came  there — declares  that  Homceopathy 
"  will  not  work  "  in  that  climate,  ami  that  k«  has  abandoned  it  on  thia 
aceoutit. 

As  he  is  a  man  of  wealth  and  influence  In  the  place,  such  avowals 
tend  to  the  serious  injury  of  Homoeopathy' among  the  large  class  of 
natives  and  risiting  invalids  whom  they  reach. 

In  spite  of  this  antagonistic  attitude,  Dr.  Mitchell  baa  found  means 
to  bare  his  name  retained  in  the  directories  as  a  horaoaopathtc  physi- 
cian, and  it  frequently  happens  that  Kortbern  physicians  send  him 
their  patients  in  good  faith.  His  name  appears  in  Baut's  Record,  for 
1870,  and  as  J.  A.  Mitchell  in  the  BrUish  Direciors  for  1872.  He 
also  claims  to  be,  or  to  have  been,  a  member  of  the  American  Insti- 
tute, but,  on  the  authority  of  Dr.  Kellogg,  we  are  authorized  to  state 
that  no  such  name  appears  on  the  roll. 

We  call  attention  to  the  foot  that  tno  physicians,  Drs.  H.  R.  Stoat   r 
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aod  Dr.  JohoBon,  are  in  saccessfn]  practice  in  Jacksonville,  and  that 
in  thetr  hands,  Uomceopatlif  abundantly  yields  the  result  of  which  it 
fails  in  those  of  Dr.  J.  D.  Mitchell. 

"Jacksonville,  Florida,  April  15,  1876. 
"  Dr.  W.  Wkssklhoeft  : 

"  Dear  Doctor, —  Your  favor  of  the  fifth  and  the  enctosDre  of  tlie 
sixth'  received.  I  do  not  see  how  I  could  Improve  on  your  notice  of 
Mitchell,  and  there  is  certainly  nothing  in  it  but  what  is  *  backed '  h; 
facta.  Dr.  Johnson  does  not  seem  disposed  to  unite  in  a  circular; 
thinks  if  we  give  Mitchell  rope  enough  he  will  hang  himself.  I  pre- 
fer to  be  more  aggressive  than  that  and  assist  in  the  hanging.  The 
allopsths  say  that  if  they  can  prove  that  Mitchell  practises  Homos- 
opatby  (as  he  claims  to  do  now  when  so  desired)  they  will  expel 
him.  Dr.  McCant  was  my  predecessor,  but  has  removed  to  Madias 
County  and  become  a  preacher.  He  was  all  right,  and  had  been  very 
successful  as  a  practitioner  for  twenty  years  in  this  State.  He  had 
much  to  coDtend  with  tVom  Mitchell  Many  tha'nks  for  your  trouble. 
"  Very  truly  yours,  "  H.  R.  Stodt." 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

10  Ellis  St.,  San  Francisco,  April  10, 1676. 
Editor  of  New^  England  Mrdical  Gazktte: 

Dear  Dr.  —  I  enclose  you  an  extract  from  a  morning  paper  which 
gives  the  new  medical  bill  us  it  passed  our  Legtstalure.  Id  conronnii; 
to  its  requirements,  the  "  Pacific  Homceopatbic  Medical  Society  of 
the  State  of  California  "  will  at  its  annual  meetini; ,  which  is  to  l>e  held 
on  the  10th  of  May,  appoint  the  required  Board  of  Examiners,  and  be 
in  readiness  to  perform  the  duties  required. 

Very  truly  yours,  G.  M.  PEASE, 

Oeneral  Secretary  atid  Chairman  of  Committee  on  LegisUUion. 

"THE  ANTI-QUACKEBT  LAW. 

"  WHO  MAT  PBACTISE  MEDICINE   IN  OALIFOBNIA,  AND  WHO  KOT. 

"  Following  is  the  full  text  of  the  law  prohibiting  the  practice  of  med- 
icine by  quacks  in  this  State,  as  it  appears  on  the  enrolled  bill  in  tlie 
Secretary  of  State's  office.  The  enrolled  law  differs  in  many  words 
from  the  engrossed  bill  as  passed  by  the  Lcgielnture.  The  words 
inclosed  in  parentheses  are  in  the  original,'  and  show  the  materixl 
changes : — 
" '  An  Aa  to  regulate  the  Practice  of  lUedicine  in  the  State  of 

California.     Approved  April  3,  1876. 
"  '  The  people  of  the  State  of  Culifornia,  represented  in  Senate  and 

Assembly,  do  euuct  as  follows  :  — 

"  '  Section  1.  Every  person  practising  medicine,  in  any  of  its 
departments,  shall  possess  the  qualifications  required  by  this  Act.  If 
a  graduate  of  medicine,  he  shall  present  his  diploma  to  the  Board  ol 
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ExamiDerB  herciii  named,  for  verlflcatioQ  as  to  its  genaineness.  If  tha 
diploma  is  found  gcnaine,  and  If  the  person  named  therein  be  tiie  per- 
son claiming  and  presenting  the  same,  tlie  Board  of  Examiners  stiall . 
issue  its  certificate  to  that  effect,  signed  by  all  the  members  thereof, 
and  such  diploma  and  certificate  shall  be  conclusive  as  to  the  right  of 
the  lawful  holder  of  the  same  to  practise  medicine  in  this  State.  If 
not  a  graduate,  the  person  prsctising  medicine  in  this  State  shall  pre- 
sent himself  before  naiil  Board  and  submit  himself  to  such  examin»- 
tions  as  the  said  Board  shall  require ;  and  if  the  examination  shall  be 
satisfactory  to  the  examiners,  the  said  Board  shall  issue  its  certificate 
in  accordance  with  the  facts,  and  the  lawful  holder  of  soch  certificate 
shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  herein  mentioned. 

"  '  Sect.  3.  Each  State  Medical  Society  incorporated  and  In  act- 
ive existence  on  the  tenth  day  of  March,  1876,  whose  members  are 
required  to  possess  diplomas  or  licenses  from  some  legally  chartered 
medical  institution  in  good  standing,  shall  appoint,  annually,  a  Board 
of  Examiners,  consisting  of  seven  members,  who  shall  hold  their  office 
for  one  year  and  until  their  successors  shall  be  chosen.  The  exam- 
iners so  appointed  shall  go  Isefore  a  county  Judge  and  make  oath  that 
they  are  regular  graduates  and  (or?)  licentiates,  and  tliat  they  will 
faiiiifhlly  perform  the  duties  of  their  office.  Vacancies  occurring  in  a 
Board  of  Examiners  shall  be  filled  by  the  Society  appointing  it,  by  the 
selection  of  alternates  or  otherwise. 

" '  Sect.  3.  The  Board  of  Examiners  shall  organize  within  three 
months  after  the  passage  of  this  Act.  They  shall  procure  a  seal,  and 
shall  receive,  through  their  secretary,  applications  for  certificates  and 
examinations.  The  president  of  each  Board  shall  have  authority  to 
administer  oaths,  and  the  Board  take  testimony  in  all  meetings  (mat- 
ters?) relating  to  their  duties.  They  shall  issue  certificates  to  alt  who 
furnish  satisfactory  proof  of  having  received  diplomas  (or?j  licenses 
ttom  legally  chartered  medical  institutions  in  good  standing.  They 
shall  prepare  two  forma  of  certificates,  —  one  for  persona  in  possession 
of  diplomas  or  licenses,  the  other  for  candidates  examined  by  the 
Board.  They  shall  furnish  to  the  county  clerks  of  the  several  coun- 
ties a  list  of  all  persons  receiving  certificates,  tn  selecting  places  to 
tiold  their  meetings,  they  shall,  as  far  as  is  reasonable,  accommodate 
applicants  residing  in  difiTercnt  sections  of  the  State,  and  due  notice 
shall  be  published  of  all  their  meetings.  Certificates  shall  he  (tignod 
by  all  the  members  of  the  Board  granting  them,  and  shall  indicate  the 
medical  Society  to  which  the  Examining  Board  is  attached. 

"  *  Sect,  i.  Said  Board  of  Examiners  shall  examine  diplomas  as 
to  their  genuineness,  and  if  the  diploma  shall  bs  found  genuine,  as 
represented,  the  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Examiners  shall  receive  a 
fee  of  91  from  each  graduate  or  liccntinte,  and  no  further  charge  shall 
be  made  to  the  applicants  ;  but  if  it  be  found  to  be  fVaudulent,  or  not 
lawfully  owned  by  the  possessor,  the  Board  shall  be  entitled  to  charge 
and  collect  820  of  the  applicant  presenting  such  diploma.  The  veri- 
fication of  the  diplomas  shall  consist  in  the  affidavit  of  the  holder  and 
applicant  that  he  is  the  lawful  possesnor  of  the  same,  and  that  he  is 
the  person  therein  named  ;  and  such  affidavit  may  be  taken  t>efore  any 
person  authorized  to  administer  oaths,  and  the  same  shall  be  attested 
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under  the  hand  and  official  seal  of  such  officer,  if  he  bare  a  seal. 
Graduates  may  present  tbeir  diplomas  and  affidavits,  as  provided  in 
.  this  Act,  by  letter  or  by  proxy,  and  tbe  Board  of  Examiners  sball 
issue  its  eertificate  the  same  as  though  the  owner  of  the  diploma  was 
present. 

"  '  Sect.  5.  All  examinations  of  persons  not  gradnates  or  licenti- 
ates sbaLl  he  made  directly  by  the  Board,  and  the  certificates  given  hy 
tiie  Board  shall  authorize  the  possessor  to  practice  medicine  and  sur- 
gery Id  the  State  of  Calirornia ;  but  no  examination  into  the  qualifi- 
cations of  persons  not  holding  diplomas  or  licenses  shall  be  made 
after  Dec.  81,  1676.  After  that  dalf-  no  certiBcates  shall  be  granted 
by  them,  except  to  persons  presenting  diplomae  or  licenses  trom 
legally  chartered  medical  institutions  in  good  standing. 

" '  Sect.  6.  Every  person  holding  a  certificate  from  a  Board  of 
Examiners,  shall  have  it  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the 
county  in  which  he  resides,  and  the  record  shall  be  indorsed  thereon. 
Any  person  removing  to'another  county  to  practice,  shall  procure  sb 
indorsement  to  that  effect  on  the  certificate  from  the  county  clerk, 
and  shall  record  the  ceniflcate,  in  like  manner,  in  the  conoty  to  which 
be  remores,  and  the  bolder  of  the  ocitiflcate  shall  pay  to  the  county 
clerk  the  usnal  l^s  for  making  the  record. 

'* '  Skci.  7.  The  county  clerk  shall  keep,  in  a  book  provided  for 
the  purpose,  a  complete  Ust  of  the  certiflciites  recorded  by  him.  with 
tlie  date  of  issue  and  the  name  of  the  medical  Society  represented  hy 
the  Board  of  Examiners  issuing  them.  If  the  certificate  be  based  on 
a  diploma  or  license,  he  shall  record  the  name  of  the  medical  institu- 
tion conferring  it,  and  the  date  when  conferred.  The  register  of  the 
county  clerk  sball  be  open  to  public  inspection  during  business 
Ikonra-  > 

"  '  Sect.  S.  Candidates  for  examination  ^halj  pay  a  fee  of  C5  in 
advance,  which  shall  be  returned  to  them  if  a  certificate  be  refused. 
The  fees  received  hy  the  Board  shall  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the 
medical  Society  by  which  the  Board  sball  have  been  appointed,  and 
the  expenses  and  compensation  of  the  Board  shall  be  subject  lo 
arrangement  with  the  Society. 

" '  SRCr.  9.  Examinations  may  be  In  whole  or  in  part  in  writing, 
and  shall  be  of  an  elemt^niary  and  practical  character,  hut  sufficiently 
Btrict  to  test  the  qnaliflcations  of  the  candidate  as  a  practitioner. 

"  '  Sect.  10.  The  Board  of  Examiners  may  refuse  oertificatea  to 
lndivi<luals  guilty  of  unprofessional  or  dishonorable  conduct,  and  they 
nay  revoke  certificates  for  like  causes.  Id  all  cases  pf  refusal  or 
revocation,  the  applicant  may  appeal  to  the  body  appointing  the 
Board. 

<>*  Sect.  11.  Any  persnn  shall  be  regarded  as  practicing  medicine, 
within  the  meaning  of  this  Act,  who  shall  profess  publicly  to  be  a 
physician  and  prescribe  for  the  sick,  or  who  iihall  append  to  his  name 
the  letters  "  M.D."  But  nntlung  in  this  Act  shall  be  constnied  to 
prohibit  students  from  prescribing  under  the  supervision  of  preceptors, 
or  to  prohibit  gratuitous  services  in  cases  of  emergency.  And  tbia 
Act  eliall  not  apply  to  commissioned  eurgcoiie  of  the  United  States 
army  and  navy  practising  within  the  limits  of  this  State. 
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"'Sect.  12.  Any  itinerant  veoder  of  any  drag,  nostrnm,  oint- 
neot,  or  appliance  of  any  kind  intended  for  the  treatment  of  dieeaae 
or  injury,  or  who  ehall,  by  wrilioft  or  printing,  or  any  other  method, 
publicly  profess  to  cure  or  treat  disease,  injury,  or  deformity  by  any 
drag,  nostrum,  manipulation,  or  other  expedient,  shall  pay  a  license 
of  SlOO  a  month,  to  be  collected  in  the  uanal  way. 

" '  Ssct.  18.  Any  person  prai^tieing  medicine  or  sargery  in  this 
State  without  complying  with  the  provisions  of  this  Act  shall  be  pun- 
ished by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  S50  nor  more  than  $500,  or  by 
imprisonment  in  the  county  jail  for  a  period  of  not  leaa  than  thirty 
days  nor  more  than  Uiree  hundred  and  sixty-flve  days,  or  by  both  such 
fine  and  imprisoDmeut  for  each  and  every  offence ;  and  any  person 
filing,  or  attempting  to  file,  as  his  own,  the  diploma  or  certificate  of 
tnotber,  or  a  forged  affidavit  of  ideuti&catioa,  slioll  be  gnilty  of  a  fel- 
ony, and  apon  conviction  shall  be  Bubject  to  such  fine  and  imprison- 
ment as  are  made  and  provided  by  the  statutes  of  this  State  for  the 
crime  of  fot^ery. 

" '  Sect.  14.  This  Act  shall  take  effect  fh>m  and  after  its  passage, 
but  tbfl  penalties  sball  not  be  enforced  till  on  and  after  Dec.  SI, 
1876.' " 

SOCIETIES  AND  INSTITUTIONS. 


UASSACHUSETTS  HOMCEOPAXHIC   MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

ANNUAL  UEETUfQ. 

April  12,  1H76. 
MoBNiNQ  Session. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  10.80  o'clock,  a.m.,  by  the  Presi- 
dent, Dr.  Farnsworth. 

The  records  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approvecl. 

The  records  of  the  last  two  meetings  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
OOQStitQting  the  report  of  ihe  committee,  were  read  and  accepted. 

Upon  motion  the  proposed  amendments  to  Uie  Constitution  were 
taken  up,  and  after  a  fVce  discussion  were  indeQnitely  postponed. 

The  following  candidates  were  unanimously  elected  to  member- 
ship:— 

Alonzo  L.  Kennedy,  M.D.,  Boston. 

Wm.  M.  Gate,  M.D,,  Salem. 

Geo.  A.  Adams,  M  D  ,  Webster. 

Dr.  Farnsworth  tben  delivered  the  usual  preaidenlial  a<1dress.  He 
referred  to  Ihe  present  aa  compared  with  the  past,  to  the  progress 
which  has  been  made  in  the  past  century,  and  to  the  basis  which  we 
have  for  still  increased  growth  ;  to  some  of  the  present  relations  of 
physicians  to  communities,  especially  as  it  regards  the  drainage  and 
sewage  of  large  cities ;  to  the  relations  of  homoeopalhic  physicians  to 
the  profession  at  large ;  and  to  the  great  advancement  which  has  been 
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made  in  this  State  by  meana  or  this  Society  and  its  active  working 
membera. 

The  address  was  warmly  received,  the  tlianks  of  the  Society  voted, 
and  it  referred  to  the  committee  for  publication. 

The  report  of  the  treasurer,  Dr.  T.  S.  Scales,  was  then  made,  show- 
ing a  slight  balance  in  the  treasury.     Accepted  nnd  referred. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Materia  Uedica  was  made  by  l>r. 
A.  U.  Cushing,  who  presented ;  — 

1.  Cases  cured  by  Hitrtte  of  Amyl  by  A.  M.  Cnshing,  M.D. 

2.  A  proving  of  Nitrite  of  Amyl. 

S.  A  paper  on  The  Relation  of  "  Similia  similibns  curantur  "  to  tbe 
Present  Practice  of  Hom<£opathy,  by  A.  Thompson,  M.D. 

Dr.  Chase  remarked  that  the  Nitrite  of  Amyl  altvays  prodnced  apon 
him  a  niaiked  congestion  of  the  brain,  with  very  flushed  face  and  great 
irregularity  of  the  pulse. 

Dr.  Cushing  said  that  the  man  by  whom  the  proving  waa  made 
found  his  pulse  so  irregular  that  it  could  not  be  counted.  This  ina- 
bility to  count  it  was  not  due  so  mnch  to  tbe  quickness  of  the  beat  aa 
to  its  constantly  changing  and  irregular  character.  In  the  case  which 
be  had  presented  before  tbe  Society,  he  had  administered  the  NUrit9 
of  Amyl  by  olfaction,  because  the  child  could  no  t  swallow.  After 
giving  it  thus,  the  spasm  soon  relaxed  and  then  she  could  swallow 
readily. 

Dr.  Geo  Russell  had  used  tbe^ifrtfeo/^myMn  several  cases.  He 
bad  recently  seen,  in  consultation,  a  case  of  eclampsia.  Tbe  lady  had 
been  confined  in  the  early  evening  of  the  previous  day,  with  no  unu- 
sual symptoms.  About  an  hour  afterwards,  however,  she  was  attacked 
by  severe  convulsions.  These  continued  every  thirty  minute  during 
the  night,  she  being  comatose  during  tbe  intervals  with  heavy  breath- 
ing. At  8  A.  u.  he  was  called,  and  at  once  put  ten  or  twelve  drops  of 
tbe  Nitrite  upon  a  napkin,  and  administered  it  by  inhalation.  Tbe 
next  spasm  occurred  in  about  fifteen  minulcs,  but  it  was  very  slight. 
The  inhalation  was  again  given.  At  long  intervals  she  had  very 
slight  threatenings  of  convulsions,  but  the  inhalation  promptly 
checked  them.  In  the  afternoon  she  became  conscious,  and  had  a 
good  "  getting  up,"  He  bod  also  used  it  successfully  in  a  very  severe 
case  of  dysmenorrhoea  from  anteflexion.  It  at  once  relieved  tbe  pain, 
and  brought  on  the  dischai^e.  Drop  doses  of  the  1st  dec.  were  after- 
wards given  with  considerable  beneflt. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Clinical  Medicine  was  presented 
through  the  various  members,  and  consisted  of:  — 

1.  Clinicftl  action  of  Apia  Mel.,  Dr.  0.  S,  Sanders. 

2.  Two  cases  of  cough,  Jodi-ni^'">,  ^ux'""",  by  Dr.  A.  M.  Cushing. 

3.  A  case  of  uteiine  encephaloiii,  by  Dr.  T.  A.  Capen. 

4.  Forty-four  cases  of  diphtheria,  by  Dr.  C.  A.  Walker. 

5.  Lactic  Acid  in  diabetes,  by  Dr.  J.  K.  Warren. 

6.  Fermm  in  pneumonia,  by  Dr.  S.  M.  Gate, 

Dr.  T.  S.  Scales  gave  the  two  foUowiag  cases  illustrative  of  the 
action  of  Heda  Laoa:^ 

In  the  month  of  February,  1676,  A.  B.  S.,  aged  fourteen  and  a  half 
years,  schooUgirl,  commenced  suffering  agonizing  pain  in  her  left  fore- 
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finger.  After  enclDriiig  the  pain  for  about  twenty-four  hours,  she 
showed  the  finger  to  one  of  our  sister  members,  who  at  ooce  diagnosed 
a  felon.  The  next  day  she  showed  it  to  one  or  our  honored  brethren, 
who  pronounced  it  a  felon,  and  painted  it  with  Nitrate  of  Stiver,  and 
advised  her,  if  it  did  not  get  better,  to  go  home  to  her  father.  Ae- 
cerdiugly,  in  one  week  from  the  commencement  of  the  pain,  she  came 
home,  suffering  most  intensely.  I  gave  her  Hecla  Lava,  the  third 
trituration  (after  having  painted  it  with  Chromic  Acid,  from  which 
slie  experienced  but  sliglit  benefit),  and  she  sufi'ered,  after  the  first  few 
doaes  of  Lava,  but  little  more  pain.  The  swelling  subsided,  and  the 
finger,  which  had  been  very  sensitive  to  the  slightest  jar,  soon  resumed 
piano  practice.  It  is  now  less  than  two  months  since  the  felon  com- 
menced, and  the  finder  is  as  good  as  ever.  It  never  discharged  nor 
shed  the  nail. 

J.  N.  D.,  aged  about  sixty-four,  bad  a  tooth  which  had  commenced 
to  alcerale.  He  had  a  swelling  of  the  jaw  and  gum,  opposite  the  end 
of  the  fang,  which  was  quite  large  and  very  painful.  He  had  had  no 
respite  for  some  days,  except  by  Blling  his  mouth  with  cigar-smoke  and 
Boon  e:ipelling  it,  and  refliling  the  mouth  with  fresh  smokn. 

Although  he  was  sure  that  nothing  could  do  any  good  till  it  should 
open,  I  persuaded  him  to  take  Utcla  Lava,  in  small  powders  of  the 
third  trituration,  to  be  repeated  once  in  two  hours.  After  two  or 
three  doses  he  began  to  feel  relieved  from  the  pain,  end  in  five  or  six 
hours  was  entirely  relieved,  and  slept.  In  a  few  hours  he  awoke 
ognin  with  the  agonizing,  throbbing  pain,  but  one  or  two  doses  of 
the  same  trituration  permanently  relieved  the  pain ;  the  swelling  and 
soreness  rapidly  subsided  ;  the  nest  duy  be  resumed  his  business,  and 
the  toolh  soon  tiecame  well  and  sen'icenble. 

In  several  cases  of  severe  prosopalgia,  accompanying  decayed  teeth, 
Seda  Lava,  SOtb,  has  done  surprisingly  well  is  my  practice.  I  think 
it  one  of  our  most  valuable  remedies. 

Dr.  Sanders  very  strongly  expressed  his  prefei'ence  for  cold  rooms 
in  all  cases  of  eruptive  diseases,  believing  that  cold  is  a  very  power- 
ful agent  in  determining  to  Uie  surface  the  eruption,  and  a  low  tem- 
perature exceedingly  favorable  to  ultimate  recoveiy,  even  In  the  worst 
forms  of  such  diseases. 

Dr.  J.  K.  Warren,  in  response  to  inqairiea  concerning  the  effect  of 
Laclic  Acid  on  diabetes,  and  his  reasons  therefor,  gave  the  following 
case  and  experiments  :  — 

Wm.  C  ,  aged  sixteen  years,  fur  several  months  has  had  exces- 
sive hunger  and  thirst,  voiding  immense  i^uantiiies  of  urine  bijtb  night 
and  day  ;  great  emaciation ;  strength  much  reduced ;  in  fact,  having 
all  the  symptoms  of  a  well-advanced  case  of  diabetes.  Fres. :  Laclic 
Acid,  Ist  dec,  gtls.  10,  ler  die.  In  about  three  weeks  ail  the  symt>- 
toms  disappeared,  and  he  is  now  apparently  perfectly  well,  and  work- 
ing eveiy  day. 

It  has  olten  been  observed  that  large  quantities  of  Chhroform, 
Ether,  or  Alcohol  would  produce  sugar  in  the  urine,  by,  as  I  suppose, 
preventing  the  formation  of  the  lactic  acid,  which  decomposes  the 
sugar  secreted  by  the  liver. 

To  determine  this  somewhat,  X  took  four  four-oonce  vials  and  filled 
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tbem  witii  fVeeh  milk,  exposing  Ihem  all  to  a  aniform  temperature  of 
70°.  The  first  was  left  iindistDrbed,  but  to  the  second  were  added 
twelve  drops  ot  Alcohot,to  the  third,  twelve  drops  of  Ether,  ^ad  to  the 
fourth  the  same  quantity  of  dUoro/orm.  The  first,  in  which  was  pare 
milk  only,  soured  aikd  thickened  forty-eight  honrs  sooner  than  the 
others,  the  fourth  remaining  sweet  the  longest.  I  found,  also,  that  by 
adding  a  few  drops  of  Zoclfc  Acid  to  diabetic  urine,  no  trace  of  sugar 
could  be  obtained  by  testa  after  ten  minutes. 

The  Committee  on  Surgery  reported  but  one  paper,  — 
Animal  Magnetism  as  an  Aniesthetic,  by  J.  K.  Warren,  H.D. 
The  reports  of  delegates  to  the  various  societies  were  received,  after 
which  adjournment  was  bad  to  two  o'clock,  f.  m. 

Afterkoom  Sessiok. 

The  Society  was  called  to  order  at  two  o'clock,  at  which  time  Or. 
H.  M.  Jernegati  exhibited,  as  part  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  oq 
Surgery,  a  very  interesting  anil  successful  case  of  skin-grafting. 

It  was  one  of  scirrbns  cancer  of  the  led  breast,  involving  the  mam- 
mary and  axillary  glands,  which  had  been  removed  by  the  knife  seven 
wecttB  previous.  As  the  whole  sorface  of  the  wound  had  to  be  healed 
by  granulation,  he  resorted,  as  soon  as  the  parts  were  in  condition,  to 
the  process  of  grafting,  and  at  the  first  sitting  placed  sixteen  pieces  of 
skin  about  the  size  of  cucumber- seeds  upon  the  granulation.  Three 
weeks  since  he  grafted  the  second  time,  applying  twenty^seven  grafts 
as  before.  Nearly  all  of  the  pieces  could  then  be  seen  and  some  of 
the  first  grafts  had  been  joined  to  the  integument  by  the  formation  of 
sew  cuticle.  The  case  was  under  the  influence  of  Lapit  aibm  1  o. 
three  times  per  day. 

The  Society  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers  for  the  ensa- 
ing  year,  with  the  following  result :  — 

President.  —  E.  U.  Jones,  M.D.,  Taunton. 

Vice  Pruident8.  —0.  S.  Sanders,  li.D.,  Boston.  Wm.  H.  Longee, 
M.D.,  Lawrence. 

Corresponding  Secretary.  —  D,  G.  Woodvine.  M.D.,  Boston. 

Jiecordivg  Secretary  —  E  P.  Colby,  M.D.,  Wakefield. 

7\-€aeurvr. —T.  S.  Scales,  M.D.,  Wobum. 

Librarian.  —  F.  H,  Underwood,  M.D.,  Boston. 

Centora.  —  H.  F.  Hemenway,  M.D.,  Somerville.  E,  B.  Holt, 
U.D.,  East  Boston.  A.  M.  Gushing,  M.D. ,  Lynn.  Lewis  Whiting, 
M.D.,  Danvers.     J.  H.  Smith,  M.D  ,  Melrose. 

The  annual  address  was  delivered  by  L.  D.  Packard,  M.D.  It 
was  a  vivid  and  contrasted  grouping,  showing  the  wonderfkil  progress 
that  has  been  made  in  the  arts  and  sciences,  especially  in  their  rela- 
tion to  medicine,  during  the  past  century. 

The  Committee  on  Obstetrics  reported  the  follow  papers '  — 

1.  On  the  Use  of  the  Obstetrical  Forceps,  by  J.  H.  Woodbnry, 
H.D. 

"2.    On  Ovarian  Dysmenorrhosa,  hy  W.  H,  Lougee,  M.D, 

3.  Graphites  in  Induration  and  Cicatrization  of  the  Mammffi,  by 
D.  B.  Whittier,  M.D. 

4.  Treatment  of  the  Hammie,  by  G.  B.  Sawtalle,  BLD. 
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6.    Laohesia  in  Uremic  ConvnUioaB,  by  George  Barrows,  M.D. 

A  valuable  paper  on  Lary Dgoecopy,  by  Dr.  D.  G.  Woodvine,  was 
presented  aod  read. 

The  Committee  oo  Pharmacy  reported  one  paper,  by  Dr.  E.  P. 
Colby. 

On  motion  the  thanks  of  the  Society  were  extended  to  the  trneteee 
of  the  oniveraity  for  the  use  of  ball  for  the  meeting,  and  to  the  retir- 
ing  offlcerB  of  the  Society  for  their  efficiency  and  promptness. 

Adjourned.  E.  U.  JONES,  Secrefory. 


WESTERN  ACADEMY  OF  HOM<EOPATHT. 

Thc  second  anniversary  and  third  r^alar  session  of  this  Society  . 
Wil!  be  bald  at  Galesbm^,  III.,  Jane  6  Mid  7,  1876.  The  follow- 
ing are  the  topics  for  diBcasaion :  "  Provings  and  Manner  of  Prepar- 
ing Dings,"  "  Diseases  of  the  JtHBta,"  "  Chief  Forma  of  Difficult 
Labor,"  *'  Diseases  of  Women  in  the  West,"  "  Effects  of  Different 
K^ona  upon  tfae  Difl'erent  Diseases  of  Children, "  "  Locomotor 
Atexis  and  other  Alterations  of  Gait,"  "Malarial  Fevers,"  "The 
Limit  of  Malaria,  and  how  controlled  by  Climate,  Hygienic  Measnres, 
etc." 

The  President,  E.  C.  Franklin,  M.D.,  of  'St  Loais,  will  deliver  the 
annual  address  on  June  6. 

The  oration  will  be  delivered  on  Wednesday,  June  7,  by  Q.  D. 
Beebe,  M.D,.  of  Chicsgo,  III. 

Any  fbrther  information  may  be  obtained  of  J.  Martine  Kerahaw, 
M.D.,  General  Secretary,  nortttwesterD  corner  Fonrteenth  and  Olive 
Streets,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


WISCONSIN  STATE  HOMEOPATHIC  MEDICAL  SOCIETT. 

The  twelfth  aunaal  meeting  of  this  Society  will  be  held  at  Mil- 
wankee,  at  the  parlors  of  the  Newhall  House,  on  Wednesday  and 
Thnrsday,  Jane  21  and  22,  1876. 

The  president,  L.  E.  Ober,  M.D,,  of  La  Crosse,  will  deliver  the 
annual  address  at  the  morning  session,  June  21. 

The  various  Bureaus  will  report,  and  opportunity  will  be  given  for 
discnsaion  at  the  close  of  each  report. 

Farther  infonnBtion  ft'om  Lewis  Sherman,  M.D.,  Secretary,  171 
Wisconein  Street,  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin. 


MIDDLESEX  SOUTH  HOMCEOPATHIC  MEDICAL  SOCIETT. 

The  May  Meeting  of  this  Society  was  held  at  the  office  of  E.  P. 
Scales,  M.D.,  Newion.  on  Thursday,  the  11th,  at  2.80  p.  k.  After 
the  regular  basiness  of  the  meeting  was  transacted,  Dr  H.  L.  Chase, 
of  Csmbridgeport,  reported  a  case  of  puerperal  eonvulsiona  imniedi- 
aldy  relieved  by  ialiaUug  Sit.  AmyL    Dr.  Crockett,  of  West  Newton, 


286  THE  NKW  mtOLilfD  HBDIOAL  GAZETTE.  [JuDO, 

reported  a  caae  of  epilepsy,  in  which  the  attacks  were  immediately 
stopped  in  the  same  manner;  and  Dr.  H.  A.  Chase,  of  Cam  bridge  port , 
reported  a  case  of  epilepsy  relieved  In  the  same  way.-  Dr.  Farn^- 
worth,  of  East  Cambridge,  gave  a  detailed  account  of  the  autopsj  of  a 
child  less  than  five  years  of  age  that  died  of  nephritis.  Dr.  Hackett, 
of  Needham,  reported  a  case  of  hemiplegia  resalting  from  electricity  ; 
and  Dr.  H.  L.  Chase  read  a  very  interesting  and  instmctive  essay  on 
"  The  Treatment  of  Pneumonia." 

G.  H.  Hackbtt,  Seeretarg. 

REVIEWS  AND  NOTICES  OF  BOOKS. 


•,*Baoln*BdttoTi 

pTDunled  lo  U»  Collega  Ubnry, « 
of  Uw  llbnTf. 


THEBAFEFTtCa  OF  TCBERCITLOSIS    OR    FOLKOKABT    CONSDKPTION.      By 

Wm.  H.  Burt,  M.D.,  of  Chicago.     New  York  and  Philadelphia  : 

Boericke  and  Tafel.    1876. 

This  book  is  precisely  what  its  title  impIieB,  a  work  on  the  thera- 
peutics of  consamption.  The  author  divides  tuberculosis  into  twelve 
of  its  characteristic  symptoms,  and  then  takes  np  each  head  sepamtcly, 
giving  the  indications  for  the  remedies.    The  twelve  heads  are :  — 

1.  General  atonic  condition  of  the  body. 

2.  EmacialioQ. 
8.    Debility. 

4.  Hfemoptysis. 

6.  Cough. 

6.  Asthma. 

7.  Hectic  fever. 

8.  Night-a  treats. 

9.  Apbthfe. 

10.  Diarrhcca. 

11.  Pain. 

12.  Bed-sores. 

The  scope  of  the  work  Is  given  in  the  following  words  of  the  intro- 
duction: "In  writing  the  treatment  of  each  symptom,  we  have  col- 
lected together  from  our  text-books  and  Journals  all  that  has  been 
written  on  this  disease,  and  put  in  such  shape  that  the  busy  physician 
and  student  can  grasp  and  utilize  it  at  once,  without  having  to  search 
over  his  whole  library  whenever  a  case  presents  itself  for  treatment. 
The  remedies  have  t>ecn  so  fully  written  that  not  only  the  general 
indications  are  complete,  bet  a  characteristic  Materia  Medica  has 
been  produced  that  forma  a  marked  feature  of  the  work,  and  we 
believe  will  be  prized  by  the  profession  as  invaluable ;  in  it  the  heart 
and  sou/  of  each  remedy  is  put  in  such  a  concise  shape  that  the  labor 
of  applying  it  to  disease  is  made  easy.  We  have  aimed  to  put  noth- 
ing in  this  work  bat  actual  practical,  dinical  eaiptrience,  something 
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tb&t  can  be  tomed  to  by  the  studeot  with  tl)e  feeling  that  what  he  ia 
vielding  has  been  thoTovghty  tested  &ad  found  relioble." 

The  plan  or  the  work  aa  atated  above  bas  been  most  thoroughly 
carried  oat.  The  indications  for  the  remedies  are  given  in  a  most 
excellent  and  concise  manner,  and  in  connection  with  them  many  emi- 
nent  anthoriUes  are  quoted,  among  whom  may  be  mentioned  Hirschel, 
Meyhoffer,  Hughes,  Baehr,  Gonllon,  Gruernsey,  Dunham,  and  others. 
The  chapter  on  Cough  deserves  special  mention.  Hygienic  and  die- 
tetic rules  are  also  given.  The  book  closes  with  a  chapter  on  the  use 
of  the  spirometer  as  &  means  of  diagnosis. 

The  Addbess   im  Obstetbics  ahd  Dibeasbs  op  Woueh  and  Chil- 
DBEN.      By  Wm.  H.   Byford,  A.M.,   M.D.     (Extracted  from  the 
Transactions  of  the  American  Medical  Association.) 
In  this    address  the  writer  considers  the  treatment  of  flbrons 
tnmoTS  of  the  utema  by  Ergot.    He  explains  the  action  of  Ergol, 
Balladonna,  and  other  remedies  on  the  ground  of  the  special  effect 
they  have  on  anstriped  muscular  fibre.    This  unetriped  fibre  is  found 
in  the  structure  of  tlic  uterine  walls  and  in  that  of  the  arteries  supply- 
ing blood  to  the  substance  of  the  uterus. 

Hence  be  regards  the  action  as  three-fold.  **  First,  the  calibre  of 
the  arterial  tubes  is  diminished  by  the  contraction  of  the  muscular 
fibres  which  enter  into  their  composition.  Second,  the  arterioles  are 
diminished  in  size  by  compression  from  the  contraction  of  the  uterine 
muBcular  fibres  which  surround  them.  Third,  these  vessels  are  dis- 
torted and  drawn  in  diverse  directions  by  both  the  contraction  and 
compression,  and  hence  are  remlercd  less  fit  for  sangnineona  con- 
duits." He  thinks  that  the  nutrition  of  these  tumors  is  stopped,  or  at 
least  interfered  witb,  so  that  they  become  disintegrated  more  easily. 
Several  cases  are  reported  which  were  attended  wiUi  good  results. 

NoTB  Book  foe  Cases  of  Ovahiah  Tdmoes  akd  Otbeb  Abix>hinai. 
ENLABQEiiEins.  Dr.  H.  Lenox  Hodge.  Philadelphia:  Lindsay 
&  Blakiston. 

This  book  is  arranged  on  a  plan  which  would  be  exceedingly  useful 
for  a  surgeon  in  making  a  systematic  record  of  his  cases.  Id  additien, 
tnere  are  several  plates  sbowing  the  abdominal  and  pelvic  relations. 
The  plan  is  worthy  of  adoption. 

BOOKS  AMD  PAMPHLETS   RECEIVED. 

Tbb  Pathologt  and  Tbkathent  of  Childbed.  By  F.  Winckel, 
formerly  of  Rostock.  Translated  by  James  R.  Chadwick,  M.D.,  of 
Harvard  University. 

The  UnnD  :  Ah  Address.  By  J,  H.  McClelland,  M.D.  Delivered 
before  the  Homceopathic  Medical  Society,  of  fennsylvania,  Octo- 
Iwr,  1875«  and,  in  a  modified  form,  before  the  Legislature  of  Penn- 
Bjlrauia,  March,  1876. 
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A  New  Plan  for  Dbtectimo  Bile-Pioubnt  im  thb  Ubimb. — 
For  the  clinical  demonsLration  of  tUe  presence  of  bile-pigmeDt  in 
nrinc,  Dr.  Rosenbach,  of  Jena  (Oen/roiWott  MmI.  TPiw.,  2fo.  1, 1876), 
recommended  the  following  methods  as  an  improvement  on  tiioae 
ordinarily  employed :  The  urine  ia  filtered  through  ordiuaiy  white 
filtei-paper.  by  which  means  the  latter  is  rendered  of  an  intense 
yellow  or  brown  tint.  If  a  drop  of  elighlly-fumiDg,  coaceatrat«d 
nitric  acid  is  now  allowed  to  fall  on  the  inner  side  of  this  prepared 
paper,  that  is  to  say,  on  the  side  which  was  turned  towards  the  fluid, 
the  spot  which  it  touubes  becomes  yellow,  then  yellowish-red,  and  at 
tiie  edge,  of  a  beautiAil  violet  tint ;  farther  oot  there  forms  an  in- 
tensely blue  ring,  wbic^  passes  over  almost  immediately  into  an 
emerald-green  oolor.  It  is  best  to  use  the  paper  in  the  mtrist  state, 
without  allowing  it  to  dry  after  filtration.  The  play  of  colors  pro- 
daced  by  the  acid  is  beautif\illy  shown  by  allowing  a  drop  to  trickle 
down  the  inner  surface  of  the  filler,  the  reaction  becoming  mora 
intense  the  nearer  the  acid  gets  to  the  apex  of  the  cone.  If  the  filter 
be  allowed  to  dry  and  put  aside  for  a  few  days,  it  ia  only  necessary 
to  moisten  it  with  distilled  water,  and  then  to  nae  a  drop  of  acid,  to 
obtain  a  characteristic  play  of  colors.  The  reaction  does  not  occur  in 
highly  colored  urines  which  are  Dot  icteric.  —  Medical  Timea  and 
Qaxette,  March,  1676. 


PERSONAL. 

Ws  regret  to  announca  tbe  death,  rh>m  palmonarr  consampUon,  of  Dr. 
John  J.  Connolly,  of  the  Class  of  1876,  Boston  School  of  Medicine,  wblch 
took  place  on  Sandaj,  ihe  I6tb  oT  April.  He  was  born  la  Boston,  April,  t8i4, 
gradoated  at  tbe  Boston  Latin  School,  had  Dearlj  flnlslied  a  theologit*! 
cenrse  at  Boxton  College,  when  raiting;  health  compelled  blm  to  abandon  hi) 
studies.  He  aftervrard  attended  a  course  of  lectares  at  tbe  Harvard  Hedlcil 
School,  during  which  time  his  attention  was  called  to  HoniiBOpattaj.  Be  wn 
one  of  tbe  earliest  matrlcnlanls  of  the  Bonton  School.  He  was  a  yoang  rain 
of  great  promise,  and  will  be  sincere];  mourned  bja  targe  circle  of  friends. 

To  PflTsiciAMS.  —  A  young  man.  tbe  anderslgned,  desires  a  sitn&tlon  wldi 
a  pbjslclan,  where  he  will  have  an  oppoitonlty  to  devote  a  part  of  escb  dv 
tostndr-  Charues  C.  Wiujius, 

IC  Caxenove  Place,  Boston. 

Francis  A.  Gilie,  H.D.,  formerlr  one  of  tbe  attending  physicians  at  tbe 
Dispensarr  in  tbe  New  York  Ophthalmic  Hospital,  has  located  at  Manchester, 
N.  H.,  No.  e  Martin's  Block. 

H.  P.  Oatchkll,  Jr.,  H.D.,  has  removed  from  Kenosha,  WLsoonsln,  Sanits- 
linm,  to  the  BIdwell  Hotel  and  Water-Cure,  Palmyra. 

Albert  f.  Pifiir,  M  D.,  has  located  at  Tbomaston,  Me.  Hosea  B.  Eatok 
H.D.,  at  Boothbsy,  Me.  Both  gradnates  of  New  York  Homoeopatblc  Med- 
ical College. 

G.  H.  Stilson,  M.D.,  has  removed  from  Jefferson  Citv,  Mo.,  to  Ebdi- 
vUle,  lU. 

J.  8.  Shaw,  H.D.,  S84  Main  Street,  Cbarleatown  District,  Boston. 

J.  L.  CoPFiH,  M.D.,  West  Medford,  Mass. 

W.  O.  Faxok,  M.D.,  SoDth  Braintree,  Mass. 

W.  C.  Wblch,  Jr.,  M.D.,  Post-Office  Block,  Uanchester,  H.  H. 
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BOSTON,  JDLT,  1878. 


ON  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

IKTRODCCTOBT  LECIERE,   BT  E.    B     DE  OBRSDORFF,   U.t>., 
Profittor  of  Paikoiogy  and  Diagtwru,  B.  U.  School  of  M^iiAtte. 

Zadiea  and  Gentlemen :  —  You  are  aware  that  disease,  as  &d 
entity,  has  become  ia  our  time  an  obsolete  notion.  A  dis- 
eased body  13  considered  to  be  subject  to  the  same  physiologi- 
cal laws  as  when  in  health,  only,  according  to  the  school  of 
cellular  pathology,  laboring  under  cei'tain  difficulties  or  irregu- 
larities, produced  by  the  presence  of  certain  cells,  normal  in 
themselves,  which  occur  at  an  abnormal  time  in  an  abnormal 
place.  Kevertheless  we  have,  as  physicians,  still  to  consider 
disease  as  a  prodUctof  two  factors,  —  the  one,  the  inherent  sus- 
ceptibility of  the  organism,  and  the  other,  the  outward  injurious 
influence  called  TWxa.  This  noxa  assumes,  however,  in  some 
instances,  a  more  specific  fprm  than  in  others, 'and  hence  the 
apparent  ontological  nature  of  certain  diseases,  especially  those 
produced  by  infection  and  by  parasites.  In  former  remarks, 
when  speaking  of  general  etiology,  I  have  asked  yon  to  look  at 
the  nature  of  disease  from  two  standpoints,  —  the  one,  when  you 
consider  disease  as  a  modification  of  the  process  of  life,  or  a 
diaturbed  harmony  of  the  vital  power,  resulting  in  a  qualitative 
elevation  of  the  animal  and  vegetative  life,  and  thus  more  or  less 
endangering  the  integrity  of  the  organism ;  the  other,  when  you 
recognize  in  disease,  as  you  must  do  in  some,  a  kind  of  imper- 
fect organism  dependent  upon  our  organism,  or  a  kind  of  par- 
asite, living  at  our  expense  or  even  endangering  our  life.  It 
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mast,  therefore,  ever  be  the  task  of  the  physician  to  explore 
the  laws  of  evolution  in  nature,  according  to  which  he  will  be 
able  to  check  or  to  annihilate  this  progreas  of  disease,  without 
at  the  same  time  eadaugering  thereby  the  orgauism.  Thus 
only  shall  wo  be  able  to  fulfil  the  three  main  requisites  of  thor- 
ough physicians,  namely, —  f^at  of  students  uf  natural  history  of 
disease,  that  of  healing  artists  (which  refers  as  well  to  skill  in 
treatment  as  to  the  art  of  diagnosis) ,  and  finally  that  of  profes- 
sional persons,  into  whose  hands  the  charge  of  the  public  beattb 
has  been  trusted. 

You  will  easily  conceive  that  this  remark  must  have  a  par- 
ticular bearing  upon  the  diagnosis  and  the  treatment  of  in- 
fectious diseases.  In  our  time,  everybody  who  makes  himself 
acquainted  with  the  use  of  the  microscope  has  a  chance  to 
learn  that  organisms  of  minutest  size  and  of  a  development 
lower  than  that  of  the  animal,  but  above  that  of  the  plant, 
occur  in  and  about  us  everywhere,  and  that  from  their  first 
traces  of  existence  up  to  the  fully  developed  parasite,  an  un- 
interrupted chain  of  their  species  can  be  perceived.  At  Hah- 
nemann's time,  the  ignorance  in  these  etiological  facts  led 
pathologists  into  many  errors,  which  he  shared  with  them  ;*but 
at  the  present  time,  although  we  do  not  know  as  yet  when  and 
where  organic  and  animal  life  begins,  we  fully  recognize  it, 
when  we  once  with  our  improved  means  of  vision  have  found 
it,  as  essentially  different  from  an  organic  matter.  Thus  we 
have  reason,  according  to  many  physiologists  within  the  last 
eighty  years,  from  Moscati  and  Meyer  to  Haenle,  Liebermeister, 
and  others  of  the  present  day,  to  Assume  the  existence  of  a  kind 
ofproto-organism,  which  at  different  times  may  develop  in  two 
different  directions,  —the  one  into  plaut  life,  the  other  into  animal 
life.  By  experiments  it  has  been  proved  that  plants  grow  by 
animalcule  or  infusoria,  which  are  also  the  first  germs  of  animal 
organism  in  life  as  well  as  in  disease,  and  are  to  be  met  within 
the  atmosphere  and  around  and  in  us.  Kielmeyer  was  the  first 
who  pronounced,  upon  the  basis  of  those  facts,  the  idea  that  the 
whole  vegetable  and  animal  kingdom  represented  one  complex 
organism.  The  great  Cuvier,Linn^,  Jahn,  and  others,  not  to 
mention  the  amateur  naturalist  Gurthe,  expressed  themselves 
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similarly  eighty  joara  ago,  and  starteil  on  these  premises  a 
theory  of  the  cause  of  disease,  foreshadowing,  as  it  were,  mod- 
ern theories  of  evolution  in  the  natnral  history  of  man.  When 
we  reviewed  in  a  former  lecture  the  composition  of  the  blood, 
and  recognized  in  it  a.  serous  fluid,  called  zofigen  or  protoplasm 
or  bioplasm,  out  of  which  the  first  life  of  the  growing  and  half- 
developed  white  corpuscle  takes  its  source,  we  might  have 
added  that  in  the  same  sphere  of  life,  namely,  in  that  of  san- 
guification ID  our  body,  a  chance  of  life  and  of  development) 
a  home,  as  it  were,  is  given  to  these  germs  of  disease,  which 
we  inhale  or  imbibe  by  the  skin  or  take  in  with  our  food. 

It  would  be  absurd  to  say  that  nature  produces  directly 
diseases  as  such,  butshe  creates  extraneous  injurious  influences 
to  affect  us,  and  she  produces  organisms  in  difiereut  stages  of 
development  in  innumerable  varieties ;  and  the  unavoidable 
conflict  between  these  and  animals  of  higher  order  arising 
from  it  we  call  disease.  This  is  particularly  the  case  in  all 
infectious  diseases.  I  have  lingered  over  these  etiological  ques- 
tions, arising  from  the  study  of  these  diseases,  because  of  their 
importance  in  and  direct  eSect  upon  the  propbylactic  measures 
which  may  be  resorted  to  agaiust  the  various  epidemics,  and 
by  which,  indeed,  more  benefit  is  to  be  arrived  at  for  the  human 
race  than  by  the  subsequent  treatment.  Let  us  now  make  an 
attempt  at  definition  and  classification  of  infectious  diseases, 
although  here,  as  in  other  departments  of  the  natural  history  of 
diseases,  the  lines  of  distinction  must  be  more  or  less  arbitrary, 
and  no  definition  will  entirely  exhaust  the  subject. 

W^e  comprehend  with  Liebermeister,  the  latest  and  best  Qer- 
man  authority,  uuder  the  name  of  infectious  diseases,  all  tfiose 
which  seem  to  have  t/ieir  origin  in  an  organic  poison,  the  pecu- 
liarity of  which  is  that  it  ia  able,  under  certain  conditions,  to 
reprodvxe  itselfand  to  spread  unlimited. 

At  the  same  time  we  must  never  forget  that  the  susceptibility 
of  each  individual  is  another  /actor  in  producing  these  dis- 
eases, which  varies  in  degree  as  much  as  the  specific  character 
of  the  extraneous  cause. 

Some  of  these  poisons  have  long  been  known  under  the  name 
of  miasmata,  about  which  many  theories  have  been  eutertaiued 
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end  hare  beea  superseded  hy  others.  Wo  call  now  miasuiatio 
such  potencies  in  the  air,  as  produce  in  man  the  first  germ 
of  rarioue  diseases ;  but  they  are  not  themselves  palpable,  visi- 
ble, or  ponderable  germs.  Indeed,  so  minute  and  subtile  are  the 
miadmuta  from  vegetable  and  animal  decomposition,  or  the 
exhalations  from  regions  impregnated  with  malarious  moisture, 
that  no  one  baa  as  yet  been  able  to  appreciate  their  chemical 
or  physiological  properties  by  the  uwist  accurate  tests  or  the 
most  powerful  optical  instruments.  Nobody,  however,  would 
for  this  reason  presume  to  deny  or  doubt  their  tremendous 
although  mysterious  power  upon  the  human  system.  All  that 
can  he  said  about  a  poculiHr  genius  epidemicus  morbi  is  based 
upon  their  existence,  together  with  or  under  general  cosmic 
and  telluric  influencea.  They  have  frequently  been  mistaken 
tor  the  contagia  themselves.  On  the  whole,  a  miasma  is  not  to 
be  considered  a  real  organic  body,  but  we  may  say  mias- 
matic air  is  active  in  deteriorating  the  energy  of  higher  organ- 
isms and  producing  or  setting  into  life  and  action  lower 
organisms.  Bezelius  made  the  distinction  that,  both  being 
germs  of  disease,  the  miasmata  were  such  as  were  communi- 
cated through  the  air,  and  the  contagia  by  immediate  contact; 
but  this  distinction  is  superficial  and  does  not  cover  the  whole 
ground,  as  we  shall  see  presently.  I  repeat  here,  what  I  have 
expressed  in  print  elsewhere,  it  ie  good  that  we  should  settle 
the  question  first.  What  is  produced  by  vegetable  and  animal 
decay  (or  change  of  matter)  ?  The  difference  between  the  two 
is  of  some  importance.     From  both  arise,  — 

I.  Certain  inorganic  or  elementary  gases,  as  carbonic  acid, 
sulphuretted  hydrogen,  etc.,  irrespirable  when  existing  in  too 
lar^e  percentage  in  the  atmosphere,  thus  bringing  death  by 
asphyxia,  but  not  productive  of  epidemic  or  infectious  diseases. 

II.  Bad  smelling,  mephitic,  volatile,  organic  gases  or  ethe- 
real oils,  all  containing  more  or  less  ammonia,  which  ia,  in 
itself,  rather  a  check  to  infection. 

III.  A  world  of  proto-organisms,  germs,  infusoria,  ani- 
malculse  of  great  varieties  and  under  many  names,  which, 
under  the  influence  of  electricity  and  moist  air  as  good  cod- 
ductors,  reach  our  organism  through  air,  water,  or  food,  and 
timi  produce,  sooner  or  later,  infectious  diseases. 
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But  in  the  circulation  of  matter  on  earth  we  have  to  recog- 
nize in  the  animal  orgxniam  the  last  and  highest  station  of  per- 
fection ;  therefore,  we  find  that  the  decaying  plant  gives  life  to 
new  plants  and  to  other  organisms,  changing  into/ungi  or  mycitlA 
(mould-hodtes)  or  8/}C)ru/<x  (yeast-bodies)  bacteria,  micrococci, 
etc.,  the  significance  of  which  to  us  is,  that  they  excite  fer- 
mentation and  putrefaction  everywhere  and  reach  their  further 
noxious  development  as  zymotic  diseases  iu  man,  with  such 
fatal  effect,  while  animal  matter,  on  the  other  band,  under  decay, 
when  life  is  extinct,  having  reached  the  end  of  its  career,  as  it 
were,  in  this  circulation  of  matter  on  earth,  falls  back  under 
chemical  laws  into  inorganic  parts,  gases,  or  ashes,  which  con- 
tain no  germs  of  disease,  and  then  may  turn  again  after  a 
longer  lapse  of  time,  first  into  plants,  before  they  can  regenerate 
into  or  even  influence  animal  matter.  If  specific  or  infectious 
diseases  ever  are  found  to  have  arisen  from  decay  of  anunal 
matter,  it  is  only  when  it  was  already  zymotically  diseased 
animal  matter  and  therefore  already  alive  with  germs,  such  as 
excrementitiouB  matter  of  cholera  or  dysentery  patients,  waste 
of  diphtheritic  or  typhoid  patients,  etc. 

It  ia  evident  that,  if  these  poisons  are  able  in  the  manner 
described  to  increase  and  to  reproduce  themselves,  i^uch.  dis- 
eases should  appear,  not  sporadically,  but  as  epidemics  or 
endemics  or  even  as  pandemics.  Likewise  any  disease  which 
appears  in  an  epidemic  form  we  regard  as  of  infectious  origin, 
although  exceptions  to  this  rule  exist,  for  instance,  in  syphilitic 
infection,  which  is  hardly  ever  epi-  or  endemic. 

There  are  two  hypotheses  about  the  process  of  infection  so 
far  established.  The  one  is  that  of  zi/mosia  or  fermentation, 
the  other  that  of  the  conlagium  vivum.  The  first  is  an  old 
doctrine,  revived  by  Liebig,  that  a  virus  received  into  the 
blood  acts  as  a  ferment,  exciting  therein  processes,  cal|ed  cata- 
lytic or  zymotic.  The  grounds  for  this  hypothesis  are  the  inap- 
preciable amount  of  material  substance  which  suffices  to  com- 
municate a  disease  and  the  occurrence  of  days  or  weeks 
between  its  introduction  into  the  blood  and  the  manifestation 
of  any  morbid  phenomena.  This  theory  has  been  made  a 
basis  for  nosological  classification  by  Farr,  who  considered  all 
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miasmatic  and  contagious,  final);  all  epidemic  or  endemic  dis- 
eases as  zymotic. 

But  where  is  the  linn  between  chemistry  and  physiology  to 
be  drawn?  Since  we  know  that  microscopists  have  found  in 
all  fermenting  matter  proto-or^uisms,  this  theory  of  zymosis 
and  that  of  oontagium  unite  into  one.  Contagia  viva,  on  the 
other  band,  are  not  only  to  be  enumerated  as  a  fermenting  cause 
of  infection,  such  as  might  be  conceded  to  exist  in  certain  mala- 
rious or  miasmatic  diseases,  but  they  are  products  of  disease 
themselves,  and  capable  again  of  propagating  disease ;  at  least 
to  act  in  it  as  one  factor.  They  are  therefore  not  to  be  thought 
of,  without  a  preceding  disease  of  an  organism,  any  more  thau 
the  seeds  of  plants  can  be  imagined  to  exist  without  a  preceding 
Beed-t>earing  flower.  We  have  to  consider  them  as  a  kind  of 
living  organism  of  a  lower  order.  Such  men  as  D^sault,  Hufe- 
land,  Autenrietb,  Gruithuisen,  entertained  this  opinion  towards 
the  end  of  the  last  century,  and  iu  modern  times  microscopists 
have  confirmed  their  existence  as  spherical  or  cylindrical  organ- 
isms, more  independent  in  their  action  and  movement  and  more 
complicated  in  their  forms  and  ingredients  than  the  mere  blood 
corpuscula,  although  not  much  larger  in  size,  occurring  in  the 
mucus,  lymph,  pus,  or  the  various  tjecretions  of  diseased  ani- 
mals or  men.  Their  tenacity  of  life  varies  very  much;  some- 
limes  they  are  easily  destroyed,  and  by  the  merest  access  of 
freshly  ozoned  air  they  may  be  annulled,  as  we  see  by  the  sud- 
den disappearance  of  dysenteric  epidemics  during  a  change 
of  the  weather,  or  of  the  yellow  fever  after  the  setting  in  of 
frost ;  sometimes,  however,  by  forming  certain  fomites  or  nests 
of  contagious  germs,  the  fatal  power  of  preserving  their  life  has 
been  extended  to  months  and  years.  This,  again,  is  similar  to 
the  germinating  power  of  different  seeds  of  plants,  of  which 
some  lose  their  power  in  one  year,  while  among  the  gramiuea 
the  Egyptian  corn  found  in  mummies  has  been  known  to  ger- 
minate and  to  bear  new  fruit  after  thousands  of  years. 

As  regards  the  propagation  of  the  contagia,  two  questions 
arise :  First,  Can  contagia  propagate  outside  of  the  oi^anism  ? 
Second,  How  is  the  propagation  inside  of  the  organism  accom- 
plished?   The  first  question  has  as  yet  been  answered  only 
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negatively  by  all  physiologists;  and  when  contagious  matter  has 
appeared  active  somewhere  after  the  lapse  of  a  long  time,  it  has 
remained  latent  or  dormant  in  its  action,  like  the  seed  of  the 
corn  in  the  mummy.  The  second  question  is  not  so  easily  set- 
tled, and  the  main  difficulty  arises  again  from  our  inability  to 
trace  in  nature  the  line  between  plaut  and  animal  life.  We 
may  recognize  a  living,  self-moving  animal  in  the  itch  acarus  or 
in  the  trichina,  and  learn  thoroughly  their  natural  history,  and 
from  that  conclude  that  other  similar  diseases  may  produce  and 
be  produced  by  similar  animals ;  but  they  have  not  as  yet  been 
seen  by  the  microscope.  But  we  know,  also,  that  in  helmin- 
thiasis of  all  varieties,  the  worms  are  introduced  into  the  sys- 
tem in  a  different  stage  of  its  development  as  larvGB  or  some 
other  form  of  lower  organism,  and  we  are  therefore  authorized 
to  conclude  that  none  of  these  infectious  diseases  ever  were 
aulochthonie — "to  the  manor  born  " — in  the  system,  but  always 
introduced  by  continual  propagation.  This  explains,  also,  why 
some  diseases  seem  to  be  at  different  times  more  spreading  than 
at  others,  and  are  therefore  to  be  called  miasmatic-contagious, 
like  cholera  and  diphtheria  (of  which  phenomenon  more  later). 

At  the  present  time  the  theory  of  a  generatio  equivoca  of  par- 
asites in  the  animal  system,  which  furty  years  ago  attracted 
mnch  attention,  is  considered  as  entirely  exploded,  and  has 
given  way  to  that  of  continuity  of  propagation.     Ovum  ex  ovo. 

Let  me  repeat  in  a  few  words  that  the  classification  and  def- 
inition of  infectious  diseases  from  the  etiological  standpoint  is 
the  most  practical  aud  important,  especially  for  the  rules,  which 
may  be  directly  drawn  from  it  for  the  prophylactic  treatment 
aud  sanitary  measures.  According  to  this  defiuitiuu  we  call 
infectious  diseases,  all  such  as  are  produced  by  a  peculiar, 
organic,  propagating,  germ-like  poison,  and  subdivide  them  into 
miasmatic  or  malarious  diseases,  which  contain  the  poison  as 
it  is  derived  from  the  decaying  organic  substances  of  the  ground 
or  water  by  the  atmosphere;  and  contagious,  which  contain 
organic  poison  originated  in  a  diseased  organism,  and  which  may 
be  communicated  by  contact  or  by  the  atmosphere. 

There  are,  however,  always  exceptions  to  all  rules.  It  is 
true  that  there  are  some  purely  or  exclusively  contagious  dis- 
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easea,  such  as  measles,  sairlatiTia,  variola,  vaccina,  typhus 
exaTUhematieus,  glanders,  rabies  canina,  virulent  ulcers,  blenno 
and  gonorrhcea,  syphilis,  puerperal  fever.  On  the  other  hsiid» 
purely  miasmatic  disoases  are  the  ao-called  malarious  diseases, 
—  intermittent  fevers,  af  which  the  exciting  cause  is  developed  in 
the  ground  ;  their  peciiUarity  is  that  there  is  no  necessity  for 
the  germs  thus  generated  to  be  taken  up  into  a  higher  organism 
in  order  to  be  r^roduced:  it  has  happened  accidentally.  These 
germs  seem  to  vegetate  in  man's  system  for  a  while  and  produce 
a  rhythmic  repetition  of  symptoms,  but  so  far,  they  have 
never  been  known  to  be  carried  from  man  to  man  with  the  dis- 
ease. 

But  cholera,  typhus  abdominalis,  dyserUeria,  cerebrospinal 
meningitis,  diphtheria,  probably  also  yellow  fever,  seem  to  be- 
long neither  to  the  purely  contagious  nor  to  the  purely  mala- 
rious infections.  They  ought  to  be  calleii  miasmatic-contagioua, 
and  the  solution  of  the  mystery  of  their  propagation  lies  evi- 
dently in  the  peculiarity  that  the  proto-organisms,  which  are 
the  'cause  of  these  diseases,  have  to  pass  through  several  stagea 
of  development  and  with  certain  necessary  lapses  of  time, 
before  they  can  be  reproduced,  similar  to  the  various  stages  of 
the  tape-worm  or  the  trichina. 

Besides  the  etiological  classification  we  may  establish  a 
'  symptomatical,  a  pathological,  anatomical,  or  even  a  homoeo- 
pathical  classification,  which,  however,  we  will  defer  to  the 
later  chapters  on  the  special  considerutioa  of  infectious  diseases. 
Finally,  we  would  add  that  a  practical  distinction  has  been 
made  between  local  and  general  infections.  To  the  former 
belong  the  soft  chancre  and  the  virulent  Uennorrhoea,  also  the 
whacking  cough,  dysentery  (because  localized  in  the  large 
bowels),  cholera  (in  the  small  boweia),  yellow ^ever  (la  the 
parenchyma  of  the  liver).  The  other  kind  is  represented  by 
such  diseases  as  real  syphilis,  exanthematic  and  malarious 
feoers,  abdominal  typhus,  diphtheria,  puerperal  fevers,  and 
pycemia. 

[  7b  6a  condiiued.] 
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FERRUM   IN  PNKDMONIA. 

BT  8.  U.  CATE,   H.D. 

No  oDfl  can  read  Radem&cher's  deBcription  of  an  epidemic  of 
poeumoDia,  in  which  he  found  Femtm  acei.  the  remedial  agent,* 
without  concluding  that  there  is  a  type  of  this  disease  curable 
by  iron.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  present  a  paper  upon  this 
subject  at  this  time,  but  to  give  two  cases  out  of  quite  a  num- 
ber of  a  similar  type,  and  to  call  attention  to  a  few  symptoms 
and  indications  that  may  be  of  use  to  some  of  my  medical 
brethren. 

Z  think  it  is  the  experience  of  all  medical  men  of  all  schools 
that  senile  pneumonia  is  quite  apt  to  be  a  fatal  disease.  Under 
homoeopatliic  treatment^coniVe,  Bryonia,  Phosphorus,  and  Tart, 
Emet.  sometimes  fail  to  subdue  the  pneumonic  inflammation  in 
old  people,  while  they  cure  in  younger  people.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  the  type  of  the  inflammation  differs  and  calls  for 
remedies  of  difl*erent  action.  Inflammation  of  any  given  tissue 
may  have  many  degrees  of  intensity.  A  medicine  to  be  homoeo- 
pathic to  any  given  disease  must  have  the  power  to  act,  not 
only  upon  similar  tissues  and  organs,  but  also  to  produce  dis- 
ease of  a  similiir  intensity  upon  such  tissues  and  oi^ans. 

When  this  principle  is  applied  to  the  examination  of  that 
form  of  inflammation  of  the  lungs  which  Ferrum  produces,  there 
will  be  found,  I  think,  a  laxity  of  fibre.  Two  well-marked  indi- 
cations of  such  a  oonditioQ  present  themselres  :  1,  the  constitu- 
tional condition  of  old  age,  in  which  such  laxity  is  known  often 
to  exist;  and  2,  a  soft,  quick,  occasionally  slow  pulse. 

To  go  into  a  detail  of  the  other  acoeisory  symptoms  which  go 
to  make  up  a  picture  of  this  condition  would  open  the  way  for 
a  more  extended  treatise  upon  this  subject  than  I  can  unw  find 
time  to  give ;  so  I  shall  content  myself  with  presenting  the  two 
following  cases  with  a  little  explanation. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  first  case  was  cured  in  ten  days, 
which,  for  a  double  pneumonia  in  a  man  of  seventy  years,  is  a 

•  Text  Book  of  Homteopstby  by  Dr.  V.  Oranvogl.  Translated  by  Geo.  E. 
Shlpiun,  H.D.    Chlogoi  C.  S.  Holsej  &Ca.    ISTO,  Tol.  I,  Pages  S(l  toSOS. 
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pretty  rapid  cure.  But  I  have  no  doubt  the  Ferrum  was  given 
in  too  large  Aoava  at  first,  and  that  higlier  dilutiuaa  would  have 
done  better.  I  concluded  at  the  time  that  the  headaches  and 
diarrhoea  which  the  patient  had  were  produced  by  too  largo 
doaes  of  this  niedicioe;  and  the  very  rapid  and  permanent 
improvement  that  followed  the  exhibition  of  the  medicine  in 
the  200tb  dilution  led  me  to  think  that  I  should  hive  obtained 
better  results  if  that  potency  had  been  used  from  the  first. 

The  second  cose  is  open  to  the  same  criticism,  though  the  1st 
trituration  of  Ferrum  aceticum  was  used  only  a  short  time,  and 
followed  by  the  12th  potency  of  Ferrum  met,,  which  acted  much 
better.  But  rapid  and  sure  improvement  at  once  set  in  after 
the  use  of  the  200th  of  the  latter  remedy, 

I  have  used  Ferrum  metallicum  and  Ferrum  aceticum  without 
much  choice  in  this  form  of  pneumonia.  If  the  metallic  iroa 
is  used,  a  high  dilution  is,  I  think,  more  desirable  than  with  the 
acetic  iron.  My  own  purpose,  for  the  future,  is  to  try  the 
higher  potencies  from  the  first  in  such  cases. 

I  hope  not  to  be  uaderstogd  as  saying  that  Ferrum  is  the 
remedy  for  pneumonia  in  all  old  people.  I  hare  found  cases 
that  it  would  not'  cure.  One  recently  seen  by  me  was  cured 
by  Cuprum  aceticum  after  Iron  failed ;  and  1  have  seen  Ferrum, 
and  all  other  remedies,  fail  in  this  form  of  disease.  What  I 
wish  to  urge  upon  all  is  to  study  each  cose  of  disease  by  itself, 
and  then  select  a  remedy  that  can  produce  a  similar  state.  I ' 
think  a  weak,  easily  compressible  pulse  would  lead  me  to  think 
of  Ferrum  in  any  case  of  pneumonia,  iu  old  or  young.  I 
think  also  that  the  laxity  of  fibre  is  often  found  in  infants  an 
well  as  in  old  people.     It  may  be  found  iu  any  age. 

Mr.  J.  B ,  rat.  seventy,  was  taken  May  20, 1875,  with  a 

chill.  The  day  before  he  was  ovei'taken  by  a  shower  and  thor- 
oughly wet  through.  He  presented  these  symptoms  :  face  red, 
skin  hot;  puUe  112,  but  not  full  or  sharp;  a  thick, dirty-white 
coat  upon  his  tongue ;  the  lumbar  region  so  weak  that  he  could 
not  stand,  with  occasional  sharp  pains.  Prescription :  Aconite  i** 
and  Belladonna  ^  in  solution,  to  be  alternated  every  two 
hours. 

May  22.  —  Pulse  88,  small  and  compressible;  rested  pretty 
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irell  through  the  first  part  of  the  night ;  ekin  not  ao  hot ;  aad 
he  can  uee  hin  legs  aaij  stand  for  a  short  time ;  bronchial  respi- 
ration in  the  whole  posterior  portion  of  the  right  lung  and 
some  loud  respiratory  murmur  in  the  posterior  portion  of  the 
left  lung;  stitch  through  the  right  cheat,  worse  on  the  back 
part ;  a  little  cough,  with  expectoration  looking  like  prune  juice  ; 
palate  pale  towards  the  roof  of  the  mouth  and  a  little  red  on 
the  edge  towards  the  uvula ;  a  fever  fit  in  the  afternoon.  Fer- 
rum  acet., '"  "**■  in  solution,  two  teaspoonfuls  each  two  hours. 
5  p.  H.  — He  thinks  the  pain  in  his  chest  is  a  little  better.  To. 
continue  the  same  medicine. 

May  23.  — He  has  had  a  poor  night,  sleeping  half  an  hour 
or  so  and  then  waking  with  cough  and  pain  in  his  chest;  two 
loose  discharges  of  a  natural  color  from  hia  bowels  in  the  night ; 
a  dizzy  headache  all  night ;  pulse  80,  fuller  and  stronger ;  tongue 
cleaning  at  the  tip  ;  less  cough,  but  the  prune  juice  expectora- 
tion continues ;  the  posterior  portion  of  the  right  lung  is  clearer 
at  the  upper  part,  and  has  some  natural  respiratory  murmur, 
mixed  with  bronchial  murmur;  the  middle  portion  indicates 
hepatization  both  hy  auscultation  and  percussion.  Hack.  lac. 
was  given.  At  5  P.  H.  the  pains  ia  the  chest  were  better; 
crepitation  in  the  middle  of  the  posterior  portion  of  the  right 
lung,  where  there  was  brouohial  resonance  in  the  morning. 
Continue  the  Sack.  lac. 

May  24,  8  a.  m.  —  Had  sharp  pains  in  the  left  arm  and  shoul- 
der. At  9  F.  u.,  pulae  80  :  no  pain  in  the  chest;  cough  more 
moderate,  the  expectoration  not  eolored ;  had  some  diarrhoea 
yesterday  and  one  discharge  in  the  evening ;  tongue  continues  to 
clean  at  the  tip ;  the  percussion  sound  of  the  right  lung  poste- 
riorly ia  clearer,  with  some  crepitation  mixed  with  mucous  rftlea 
in  the  central  parts  ;  the  lower  posterior  portion  of  the  left  lung 
has  some  loud  respiratory  sound.  Ferrum  acet.  ^"  in  solution, 
a  dose  each  two  hours.  6  r.  M.  — The  pains  in  the  arm  have 
been  less ;  he  has  had  two  loose  dischargca  from  the  bowels ; 
pulae  96 ;  but  little  cough  ;  the  dulness  of  the  right  lung  upon 
percussion  is  pretty  general  on  the  posterior  part,  but  there 
is  little  crepitation  and  the  loud  respiratory  murmur  is  more 
soft  at  the  lower  part  than  it  was  in  the  moruing. 
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May  25,  8  a.  h.  —  Pulse  76,  and  sof^ ;  tongue  cleaning  and 
the  sordes  clearing  off  from  the  roof  of  the  mouth  ;  had  a  good 
night,  one  discharge  from  the  bowela  this  a.m.  The  pain  is 
mostly  gone  from  the  posterior  portion  of  the  right  lung,  and 
there  is  less  dulness  on  percuasioo,  and  more  vesicular  murmur 
in  the  lower  part ;  bronchial  respiration  with  mucous  r&lea  in 
the  middle  part;  some  loudness  of  the  respiratory  murmur  Iq 
the  lower  part  of  the  left  lung.  8ach.  lac.  6  f.  m.  —  Pulse 
89.  He  has  bad  a  pretty  good  day  ;  some  appetite ;  pbyaical 
^igns  from  the  chest  about  the  same.     To  continue. 

May  26.  —  He  had  a  fair  night.  At  6  a.  m.  had  a  powerful 
discharge  from  the  bowels,  and  has  felt  languid  since.  Pulse 
-72;  has  little  appetite  and  foels  weak;  some  pain  in  the  left 
arm  this  a.  h.  The  respiratory  murmur  baa  reappeared  in  the 
lower  posterior  poition  of  the  right  lung,  and  the  bronchial  res- 
piration is  less  loud  in  the  central  parts,  the  percussion  sound 
still  dull.  Some  roughness  of  the  respiratory  murmur  in  the 
lower  posterior  portion  of  the  left  lung.  Sach.  lac  was  given. 
6  p.  M.  —  Pulse  70 ;  the  lungs  are  both  clearer.     Continue. 

May  27. — Had  a  good  night ;  tongue  clean  ;  the  right  lung  ia 
clearer  on  percussion,  the  dulness  is  almost  gone,  and  the  ve- 
sicular murmur  is  returning;  appetite  good.     Sack.  lac. 

May  28.  —  Had  a  good  day  and  a  good  night.  Both  lungs 
improving  in  all  respects;  bowels  quite  loose;  appetite  poor. 
Ferr.  met.  *'""'•  one  dose,  then  Sach.  lac. 

May  29. — Feels  weak;  pulse  68;  rested  well;  tongue  red  ; 
no  more  diarrhcea.     Physical  signs  are  all  better.     Sack.  lac. 

May  30.  —  Slept  well ;  appetite  good,  and  ho  feels  stronger ; 
clear  vesicular  murmur  through  both  lungs.    Discharged  cured. 

Jan.  3,  1876.  — Miss  L.  P.,  aged  eighty-four,  walked  half 
a  mile  with  the  thermometer  at  zero  and  the  wind  blowing  a 
gale.  In  the  evening,  on  her  way  home,  she  was  taken  with  a 
quick,  constant  cough,  panting  breathing,  iips  and  face  purple, 
frequent  expectoration  of  bloody  mucus ;  coldness  of  her  bands 
and  feet;  loud  respiratory  murmur,  mixed  with  mucous  rttles, 
in  the  posterior  part  of  both  lungs,  but  most  marked  in  the 
right.  Pulse  130  per  minute,  weak  and  irregular.  One  dose  of 
Aconite  was  given,  and  the  patient  was  taken  to  her  home  in  a 
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carriage.  After  reuching  home  Ipecac  i*  and  Ferrum  acet.  "* 
were  girea  in  solution,  a  dose  each  two  hours. 

Jan.  4. — Her  cough  continued  bad  till  12  o'clock,  since 
which  time  it  has  been  much  easier,  and  the  bloodj  expectora- 
tion has  ceased,  but  she  has  been  wakeful,  and  had  cramps  in 
her  arms  and  legs ;  duluess  ou  percussion  of  the  posterior  por- 
tion of  the  nght  lung,  with  absence  of  respiratory  sounds,  and 
loudness  of  the  respiratory  murmur  of  the  posterior  portion  of 
the  left  lung,  most  in  the  lower  part.  Veratrum  alb.  ■-"  and 
Ferrum  m.'«"',  in  solution,  a  dose  each  two  hours  alternately. 

Jan.  5.  —  Had  a  good  night.  Pulse  68  and  fuller.  Fer- 
rum "x"  in  solution,  a  dose  each  four  hours. 

Jan.  6.  —  She  had  considerable  cough  in  the  early  part  of 
the  night ;  luuga  sound  a  little  better.  Ferrum  **""*,  in  solution, 
a  dose  each  two  hours  was  given. 

Jan.  8.  —  Lung8  nearly  free  from  signs  of  disease.  Fer- 
rum ***"  was  continued  a  few  days,  and  the  patient  made  a  rapid 
and  full  recovery. 


EXTEACTS   FROM  CASES  OF  POISONING. 

BT  X.   W.   BBRBIDGE,  M.D. 

(1.)  Cabrawat  and  Cu)rE8.  (From  Pharmaeeuticcd  Journal 
and  Transactiont,  1854,  vol.  13,  p.  279  ;  a  paper  read  by  Dr. 
Douglas  Maclagan  before  the  North  British  Branch  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society.) 

Two  drachms  of  Oil  of  Oarraway  caused  slight  vomiting  in 
a  dog.  Two  drachms  of  Oil  of  Gloves  given  to  a  rabbit  caused 
it  to  fall  motionless  on  its  side  in  fifteen  minutes,  and  it  died  in 
one  hour  and  a  quarter. 

(2.)  BAniSHES.  (From  Medietd  Times  and  Qazette,  1853, 
New  Series,  vol.  7,  p.  80.  By  Dr.  R.  B.  Todd.) 
John  Selkirk  ate  freely  of  Radishes.  Was  admitted  May 
27,  1851 ;  fourteen  days  before  his  admission  he  began  to  feel 
a  drawing  pain,  which  extended  from  sternum  almost  to  middle 
of  abdomen.  At  7  p.  M.,  May  26,  he  began  to  feel  very  ill ; 
the  pain  became  more  intense  and  spread  to  the  back,  but  did 
not  reach  lower  than  umbilicus.     He  took  one  half  ounce  of 
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Castor  Oil.  During  the  ni^ht  be  became  worse,  and  ia  the 
morning  ttie  pain  still  contiDued  very  seTcre,  About  8  A.  u. 
the  bowels  were  relieved,  but  afterwards  the  pain  became  worse 
than  ever,  and  the  feeling  of  nausea,  which  ha  had  felt  from  the 
beginning  of  the  attack,  became  also  aggravated.  On  27tb, 
Boon  after  admission,  while  in  a  warm  bath,  he  vomited  some 
dark,  slimy  matter;  the  vomiting  continued  at  intervals  till 
29th.  There  was  tympanitic  swelling  and  great  pain  in  region 
of  ascending  and  transverse  colon,  and  also  of  left  groin  ;  the 
pain  was  worse  on  pressure.  The  pain  waa  of  a  writhing, 
twisting  character.  Pulse  not  above  100.  An  enema  of  gruel 
brought  away  lumps  of  fosces  with  relief  to  pain  and  aickueaa. 
Convalescent  on  June  2. 
(3.)     Mineral  Waters.   (From  Medicai  Times  and  Gazeiie, 

1854,   New  Series,  vol.  9,  p.  18.      Review  of  Recherchet 

Oliniques  sur lea  Eaux  Bonnea.    Far Edouard  Cazenave,  M.D. 

Purls,  1854.) 

After  taking  the  Eaux  Bonnet  for  a  few  days,  they  produce  s 
feeling  of  heat  and  constriction  in  throat  and  trachea,  a  slight 
difficulty  of  deglutition,  and  at  the  same  time  the  fauces  are 
red  and  highly  injected.  The  digestive  and  secretive  organs 
are  quickened  and  increased  ;  the  circulatory  and  nervous  func- 
tions partake  of  the  excitement ;  there  is  restlessness  and  sleep- 
lessness, while  the  intellectual  faculties  are  roused  to  unwonted 
powor  and  activity.  The  outaneons  exhalations  are  increased, 
and  have  a  sulphurous  odor. 
(4.)     French  Beans  or  Soaelet  Rdnnees  (Prom  PAornio- 

ceutical  Journal  atid  JVanaaciiona,  1843,  vol.  2,  p.  721.     By 

W.  Bartlett). 

Eight  persons  (five  being  children)  ate  the  roots.    They  all 
had  giddiness  and  sickness ;  the  latter  lasted  one  half  hour. 
(5.)     CoooA-NuT  Oil.    (From  Medical  Timet  and  CrozeUe, 

1854.      New  Series,  vol.  8,  p.  607.      By  Dr.  Theophilus 

Thompson.) 

Cocoanut  Oil,  like  Cod  Oil,  causes  the  blood  of  phthisical 
patients  to  grow  richer  in  red  corpuscles. 
(6.)      CuPRUH.    (From  Medical    Timet  and  Gazette,    1855, 

NcwSerics,  vol.  10,  p.  444.) 
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Schrader'a  experiments  referred  to ;  see  Bucbner'B  Seper- 
iorium,  1855,  No.  2. 

(7.)  AnoLAKDiA  CoSTUS.  (From  Pharmaceutical  Journal  and 
TVaTisactions,  1844,  vol.  3,  p.  401.) 

Ret'ereace  made  to  Dr.  Falconer's  paper  in  vol.  19  of  Irans- 
tutions  of  lAnnean  Society.  The  Chinese  consider  it  an 
aphrodisiac. 

(8.)  Cabapa  Todloncouna,  or  Taixicxjokah  or  Kdndah  oil. 
(From  Pharmaceutical  Journal  and  Transactions,  1843,  vol. 
2,  p.  341.     By  Mr.  Robert  Clarke.) 

It  grows  in  the  Tinneh  country.  In  proper  dosoa  its  effecta 
closely  resemble  Castor  CHI;  in  over-dosea  it  causes  moat  vio- 
lent bypercatbarsis,  cold  sweats,  and  vomiting,  succeeded  by 
collapse,  and  even  death. 

(9.)     Jalap.     (From  Pharmacevtical  Journal  and  Transac- 
tions, 1843,  vol.  2,  p.  331.     By  M.  G.  Guibourt.) 
Rayer's  experimeuts  in  Hospital  of  La  Charity. 

(1.)  30  centigrams  of  the  resin  of  Mose  Jalap  were 
given  at  11  a.  h.  to  a  constipated  woman.  In  three  hours 
she  had  a  liquid  stool  with  griping. 

(2.)     30  centigrams  of  the  ordinary  resin  of  Jalap, 
given  to  a  oonstipated  womon,  caused  six  stools  in  a  few 
hours. 
K  description  of  the  Rose-scented  Jalap  is  given  in  this 
paper. 

(10.)     Ldfpa.     (From  Pharmaceutical  Journal  and  Transac- 
tions, 1845,  vol.  4,  pp.  360,  466.     By  Dr.  S.  Scott  Alison.) 
Luffa  is  the  dried  fruit  of  a  Brazilian  plant  called  Cabacinha. 
(1.)    One  eighth  grain  of  the  extract  was  given  to  a  boy 
five  years  old,  Buffering  from  dropsy  after  acarlatina.     In 
twelve  hours  ho  had  a  copious  loose  stool.    The  same  dose 
was  repeated  with  the  same  result. 

(2.)  One  eighth  grain  of  extract  was  given  to  a  con- 
stipated young  woman ;  within  an  hour  she  had  nausea 
and  slight  griping,  which  continued  for  a  day.  No  stool 
followed  till  third  day  when  the  bowels  were  freely  re- 
lieved. 

(3.)     A  man,  aged  thirty,   took  one  fourth   grain   of 
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extract.  Within  one  qiiattep  hour  he  was  overcome  with 
&intneaa  and  nausea.  He  aw&Ilowed  a  little  warm  water, 
and  immediately  vomited  freely.  No  violent  action  of 
bowels  followed,  but  for  some  days  afterwards  the  stools 
were  more  thaD  usually  copious. 

(4.)  30  drops  of  the  tincture  were  given  to  a  boy 
seven  years  old,  convalescent  from  scarlet  fever.  He  soon 
afterwards  fell  asleep,  and  did  not  wake  for  four  hours, 
which  was  very  unusual.  lu  seven  hours  the  dose  was 
repeated  ;  in  one  quarter  hour  he  vomited  freely  ;  this  wag 
repeated  three  times.  He  slept  well  during  the  night,  and 
in  the  morning  he  passed  four  bopious  loose,  light  brown 
stools. 

(5.)     A  woman  took  forty  drops  of  the  tincture;  she 
had  nausea  for  two  days  and  retched  a  little. 
Von  Martins  describes  this  plant  aa  Luffa  Purgans.     (See 
his  Systema  Malerice  Medicos  Vegetabilis  Braziliemis.) 
(11.)     Tartaric  Add.     (From  Pharmaceutical  Journal  and 
Transacliojis,  1845,  vol.  4,  p.  370.) 

Tnquest  on  William  Webb,  age  twenty-four ;  copied  from  the 
Times  of  Dec.  19.  He  took  one  ounce  of  Tartaric  Add 
(dissolved)  on  7th.  His  face  instantly  became  as  red  as  fire, 
and  having  exclaimed  that  be  was  poisoned,  he  became  speech- 
less.    He  died  on  16th. 

Keference  made  to  experiments  by  Fommer. 
(12.)    Abotopds  Echinatus.    (From  Pharmaceutical  Jouraal 
and  TrantaciioTis,  1851,  vol..  10,  p.  559.     Editorial.) 
The  plant  cornea  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.    The  root 
causes  a  slight  flow  of  saliva.     In  Florae  Gapenais  Medicce 
Prodromua  (Cape  Town,  1850),  Dr.  Pappe  says  it  is  diuretic. 
(13.)      ELATEBtDH.      ( From    Pharmaceutical    Journal   and 
TVansactions,  1851,  vol.  10,  p.  168.     Editorial.) 
Painful  irritation  of  the  eyes  is  sometimes  caused  by  the 
contact  of  the  juice  with  the  conjunctiva. 
(14).     HuRA  Cbefitans,  OB  Sandbox,     (From    Pharmaceu- 
tical Journal  and  Transactione,  1845,  vol.  4,  p.  167.   By  Dr. 
W.  Hamilton.) 
The  seeds  are  emetic  and  CAthartic.     Browne  says  that  tas- 


1876.]  EXTEA0T8  PSOM  0ABE9  OF   P0I80N1N0.  305 

ting  a  seed  sood  began  to  warm  and  scald  his  palate  aad  throat. 
Mr.''A.  Robinson  says  be  ate  a  kernel  of  the  fresh  seed,  and  in 
five  or  six  minutes  he  grew  very  sick,  and  was  purged  and 
vomited  with  great  violence. 

(15.)  Fevillena  CoRDrFOLiA,  ot  Antidote  Cocoon.  (From 
Pharmaceutical  Journal  and  Transactions,  1846,  vol.  5,  p. 
33.     By  Dr.  W.  Hamilton.) 

It  ia  said  to  be  autisyphilitic,  emmenagogue,  and  stomachic. 
The  tincture  of  the  seeds  antidotes  poisonous  fish.  (See  also 
Drapier's  paper  in  No.  19  of  the  Quarterly  Journal  of  Science, 
p.  192.)     It  is  emetic  and  purgative. 

(16.)  HiFPOHANB  Mancinella.  (F roxQ  Pharmoceutipal  Jour- 
nal and  Transactions,  1846,  vol.  5,  p.  408.  By  Dr.  W. 
Hamilton.) 

The  juice  is  caustic  and  blisters  the  skin.  (See  Jacquiu'a 
work. )  I  ate  a  very  small  fragment  of  the  fruit ;  its  reception  into 
the  stomacb  was  attended  by  a  burning  sensation.  Lunen  says 
a  man  ^sted  the  milky  juice;  it  made  his  tongue  tingle,  and 
made  the  saliva  thin  and  fluid.  Brown  speaks  of  cases  where 
the  fruit  was  eaten  and  caused  vomiting,  but  a  burning  sensa- 
tion contiimed  to  affect  the  fauces,  oesophagus,  and  stomach,  for 
some  hours  afterwards.  Dr.  Barham  mentions  the  case  of  a 
negro  who  ate  several ;  he  had  a  burning  sensation  in  stomach, 
without  vomiting ;  tongue  swollen ;  eyes  red  and  staring ; 
intense  thirst,  and  death. 

(17.)  NASTURTinM  OrnciNALE.  (From  Pharmaceutical  Jour- 
nal and  Transactions,  1847,  vol.  6,  p.  34 ;  copied  from  Cham- 
bers' Edinhurgh  Journal.) 

It  excites  the  appetite.     In  Loudon's  Encr/clopcedia  of  PlaiUs 
it  is  said  to  derive  its  name  from  the  effect  its  acrimony  pro- 
duces on  the  muscles  of  the  nose,  nasus  tarsus. 
(18.)     AoROSTEUA  GiTHAGO.     (From  Pharmaceutical  Jour- 
nal and   Transactions,  1851,  vol.  10,  p.  349;  copied  from 
Central  Blatt.,  No.  41,  p.  651,  1850.     By  Dr.  Scharling.) 
A  short  time  after  taking  Githargin  a  burning  sensation  is 
felt  on  palate.     It  is  poisonous  to  smaller  animals;  ten  grains 
caused  vomiting  in  u  dog. 
(19.)     Ekitubophlaum  or  Sassy  Bark.     (From  Pharmaceur- 
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deal  Journal  and  Transactions,  ISbZ,  vol.  11,  p.  271;  copied 
from  American  Journal  of  Pharmacy,     By  Mr.  W.  Pnxiter,) 
Boxvditch'd  Ashantee,  p.  279,  says  an  infueion  of  the  bark 
'  oi>erates  iustantly  and  conTulsively  as  a  most  violent  emetic 
and  purge.     See  also  Tuckey'a  Narrative  of  a   Voyage  to  the 
Congo;  also  Bruce's    Travels.    The  dust  of  the  bark  when 
inhaled  by  the  nose  causes  long-continued  spasms  of  eneezing. 
ivith  distress  about  the  forehead  and  eyes ;  3  grains  of  the  aque- 
ous extract  given  to  a  cat  caused  violent  poisonous  symptoiuB, 
gi-eat  prostration,  frothing  at  mouth,  moaning,  dilated  pupiU, 
and  total  indisposition  for  food. 

(20.)  ^Geoffrota  Vermifuoa,  of  Martin's.  (From  PharToa- 
ceutical  Journal  and  Transactions,  1852,  vol.  11,  p.  83.  By 
Mr.  Pechett;  copied  from  Archive  der  P/iarmacie,  1851,  p. 
226.) 

The  seeds  cause  violent  vtimiting  and  mucous  diarrboes,  sad 
death. 


BT  FBOF.  TH.  ACKERMANK,  OF  ROBTOCK. 

ITrantlated from  Volkmann'*'  Sammlung  Kltaiicher  Vortrige  bv  B.  A.  Chatt, 

M  D.,  CamhridgtpOTt,  Man,'] 

IConUudtd.'] 

As  yet  we  have  mentioned  the  so-called  physiological  effects 
of  Digiialis,  so  far  fts  our  knowledge  of  them  is  the  result  of 
a  thoroughly  scientific  method.  Let  us  now  ask  wfaetber,  ard 
how  far,  our  knowledge  of  the  action  of  Digitalis  on  the  healthy 
organism  may  serve  -to  explain  the  constant  effects  of  the 
remedy  in  removing  diseased  conditions,  or  as  we  are  wont  to 
say,  the  therapeutie  action. 

In  the  so-called  organic  diseases  of  the  heart,  DigKalis  ww 
employed  when  we  had  only  very  obscure  conceptions  of  tbe 
changes  of  the  blood-current  in  these  affections.  As  a  rule,  it 
was  sufficient  to  know  that  the  "  power  and  rapidity  "  of  the 
blood-current  were  reduced  by  Digitalis,  and  Ibis  was  con- 
sidered a  satisfactory  explanation  of  its  action  not  only  in 
diseases  of  the  heart  and  blood-vessels  and  in  hcemorrhagee, 
})ut  also  in  fever. 
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To  Tnube  Iwlongs  the  credit  of  havinjsr  first  reduced  to  sim- 
ple mechanical  relations  the  effects  which  DigiUilis  produces  on 
the  circulntory  disturbances  caused  by  ot^auic  diseases  of  the 
heart.  The  action  of  the  remedy  in  these  conditions  is  due 
chiefly  to  its  influence  in  removing  the  venous  hyperemia  so 
constantly  present ;  but  this  venous  hyperemia  is  the  chief  cause 
of  the  dimerous  disorders  and  dangers  attendant  upon  or^nic 
diseases  of  the  heart,  and  in  this  influence  of  Digitalit  in  remov- 
ing these  conditions  we  find  the  explanation  of  its  exact  and 
brilliant  action  in  heart  diseases.  It  is  not  suitable,  however, 
for  all  heart  troubles,  but  especially  for  insufficiency  of  the 
mitral  valve  and  stenosis  of  the  left  ostium  venosum.  As  long 
as  die  greater  burden  of  single  parts  of  the  heart  is  com- 
pensated by  a  sufficient  hypertrophy,  the  disturbances  remain 
slight.  As  soon,  however,  as  tbe  hypertrophied  muscular 
tissue  ceases  to  increase  in  proportion  to  the  greater  pres* 
sure,  the  quantity  of  blood  reaching  the  aorta  at  every  systole 
must  be  less,  and  consequently  a  general  anaemia  of  the 
arteries  will  result,  as  a  further  consequence,  a  hypereeniia  of 
the  venous  system  will  appear,  with  the  resulting  catarrhs,  tran- 
sudations, etc.  All  this  changes  rapidly  after  the  exhibitiou  of 
a  few  doses  of  Digitalis,  and  it  is  not  impossible  that  this 
change  takes  place  in  consequence  of  the  influence  which  the 
remedy  exercises  upon  the  small  arteries.  As  soon  as  these 
arteries  contract,  the  transmission  of  the  blood  through  the 
«utire  arterial  system  uaturully  becomes  difficult;  consequently 
Jailer  quantities  of  blood  collect  again  in  the  arteries;  there 
results  greater  difference  of  pressure  between  reins  and  arteries, 
in  favor  of  the  latter ;  the  blood  rushes  more  rapidly  through 
the  capillaries,  and  in  consequence  of  the  lesseniug  of  the 
blood-pressure  in  the  veins,  hydropic  transudates  filter  back 
into  them,  the  watery  constituents  of  the  biood  increase  con- 
siderably, and  this  causes  great  diuresis.  These  curative  effects 
of  Digitalis  are  explained  very  simply  from  the  consequences 
of  the  arterial  contraction.  It  is  more  than  probable  that  other 
favorable  elemenls  come  in  play ;  namely,  the  almost  constant 
improveineut  in  the  energy  and  regularity  of  the  heart's  contrac* 
tions.     That  Digitalis  is  indicated  in  the  above-mentioned  heait 
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troublea,  only  when  the  circulatory  disturlMinceB  resulting  from 
them  are  no  longer  compeiiBated,  ia  evident  from  my  statement 
of  the  mode  of  action  of  the  remedy  in  these  conditions.  Aa 
long  uB  the  arteries  show  their  normal  degree  of  tension.  Digi- 
talis should  not  be  exhibited,  for  the  arterial  blood -pressure 
may  .reach  a  dangerous  height.  Cases  are  on  record  where, 
ufter  the  unwarranted  exhibition  of  Digitalia,  dangerous  aod 
even  fatal  haemorrhages  have  taken  place  in  the  parenchyma. 
In  affections  of  the  aortic  opening,  Digitalis  is  relatively  loss 
often  used  and  with  less  favorable  results.  An  Irish  physician, 
Corigan,  has,  in  fact,  forbidden  its  use  in  insufficiency  of  the 
aortic  valves,  because  it  retards  the  pulse,  and  in  conieqneuce 
the  time  for  the  return  of  the  blood  into  the  heart  is  pro- 
longed. An  English  physician,  B.  W.  Foster,  who  has  given 
a  very  clear  statement  of  the  indications  iur  Digitalis  in  valvu- 
lar diseases,  thinks  that  in  insufficiency  of  the  aortic  valves, 
Digitalis  may  be  employed  under  one  condition,  namely,  when 
a  so-called  over-compensation,  that  is,  an  abnormal  Glliug  of  the 
arterial  system, is  present;  it  acts  favorably  by  retarding  the 
activity  of  the  heart,  and  -hence  by  limiting  the  return  of  atill 
greater  quantities  of  blood  during  the  diastole.  Under  like 
conditions  the  remedy  is  said  to  act  favorably,  according  to 
Foster,  even  in  aortic  stenosis,  in  which  usually  it  may-  be 
entirely  dispensed  with,  on  account  of  the  compensation,  which 
usually  lasts  for  a  long  time.  Traube  calls  Corigan's  direction 
the  result  of  a  "fine-sounding  hypothesis,"  and  affirms  that  in 
insufficiency  of  the  aortic  valves,  as  well  as  in  other  valvular 
affections.  Digitalis  may  be  employed  with  good  effect. 

Finally,  the  remedy  plays  a  very  important  r6le  in  the  treat- 
ment of  that  very  common,  weak  condition  of  the  heart,  which 
was  first  described  by  Stokes  under  the  name  "  weak  heart," 
while  its  symptoms  were  generally  referred  by  German  phy- 
sicians to  cases  of  amyloid  and  fatty  degeneration  of  the 
heart^substance.  The  decreased  energy  of  the  heart,  which 
is  always  present  in  this  disease,  usually  leads  to  distur- 
bances of  compensation  in  the  blood-cnrrent,  which,  in  their 
results,  may  have  tile  greatest  similarity  to  those  accom- 
panying organic  diseases  of  the  beait,   and  resemble  theiu, 
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moreover,  in  this,  —  that  they  offer  a  fine  opportunity  for  treat* 
went  with  DigUaliii.  We  aie  often  surprised  to  see  how,  after 
H  few  small  doeea  of  Digitalia,  the  heart's  action  becomes  more 
regulur,  the  anguish  dticrease&i  the  cyanosis  and  hydrops  become 
less,  and  the  quantity  of  urine  increases.  Traube  is  of  the 
opinion  that  this  afiuction  depends  on  a  paralytic  weakaeps  of 
the  inhibitory  nervous  system,  which,  in  consequence  of  the 
increased  frequency  of  the  pulse  caused  by  it,  produces  faulty 
nutrition  of  the  heart  and  hence  fatty  metamorphosis,  and 
affirms  that  in  the  further  course  of  the  disease  nothing  can  be 
accomplished  by  the  remedy,  because  the  inhibitory  nervous 
system  becomes  insensible  to  its  inSuence.  Be  this  as  it  may, 
we  are  warranted  in  regarding  the  effects  of  Digitalis  in  these 
conditions  as  having  their  foundation  in  the  inflnence  of  the 
remedy  upon  the  peripheral  arteries.  This  is  evident  from  the 
fact  tliat,  aa  Traube  remarks,  the  patient  feels  easier  after  the 
exhibition  of  the  remedy,  even  if  the  pulse  has  not  become 
materially  retarded. 

I  will  mention  here  that  Digitalis  has  been  often  rognrded  as 
a  diuretic :  this  it  is  in  a  very  limited  sense,  namely,  only  as 
far  aa,  in  the  hydropic  conditions  cansed  by  heart  diseases, 
it  produces  a  resorption  of  the  transudate,  by  that  means  a 
thinning  of  the  blood,  and  so  indirectly  an  increase  in'  the 
urinary  secretion.  It  is  possible  that  a  direct  influence  is  exer- 
cised upon  the  secretion  of  urine  by  the  rise  in  the  arterial 
blood-pressure. 

Traube  ascribes  to  the  retardation  of  the  pulse  in  heart  dis- 
eases by  Digitaiia  a  beneficial  effect,  because  by  it  the  cardiac 
muscle  is  brought  into  more  favorable  conditions  for  receiving 
noumhment,  since  it  obtains  Us  nutritive  materials  chiefly  dur- 
ing the  diastole. 

Our  knowledge-  of  the  effects  of  Digitalis  in  febrile  condi- 
tions is  confined  to  two  important  symptoms,  —  the  increased 
frequency  of  the  pulse  and  the  high  temperature.  The  remedy, 
given  in  the  proper  form  and  quantity,  may  lessen  both  symp- 
toms, and  even  cause  their  disappearance  for  some  time,  but  it 
cannot  remove  them  permanently,  or,  what  is  about  the  same 
thing,  cure  the  fever. 
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Digitalis  acts,  therefore,  not  as  an  antidote  to  the  deeper 
cause  uf  the  fever,  which,  in  fact,  is  about  the  name  as  unknown 
to  us,  but  it  produces  a.  ncries  uf  truusieiit  conditions,  which 
perhaps  do  not  affect  that  obscure  cause,  by  which  the  pulti«  ia 
retarded  and  the  temperature  of  the  body  lowered. 

FoMnerly  with  the  idea  of  a  slow  pulse  caioe  the  thought  of 
a  decrease  in  the  rapidity  of  the  bloud-stream,  and  the  theory 
according  to  which  the  action  of  Digitalis  was  referred  to 
decreased  power  and  rapidity  of  the  blood-current  bad  its 
grouud  chiefly  in  this  i<lea  of  the  eignification  of  the  frequency  of 
the  pulse.  Experimeuts  have  proved  that  which  a  careful  coii- 
eideration  of  the  circumstances  would  have  led  one  to  suppose, 
—  that  such  a  connection  between  the  frequency  of  the  pulse 
and  the  rapidity  of  the  blood-stream  does  not  exist;  and  frooi 
this  time  the  simple  counting  of  the  pulse  in  order  to  detenuiue 
the  condition  of  the  circulation  has  lost  much  of  its  former 
Yalue;  in  fact,  there  are  but  few  modi&oations  in  the  motion 
«f  the  blood  which  can  be  determined  simply  by  the  frequency 
of  the  pulse-  Hence  in  disease  we  cannot  always  prognosticate 
a  favorable  result  where  the  frequency  of  the  pulse  has  beea 
lowered  by  Digitalis.  It  is  also  more  than  probable  that  tbia 
influence  is  to  be  sought,  not  in  the  lessening  of  the  frequency 
as  such,  but  in  the  decided  increase  in  the  number  of  the  con- 
tractions of  the  heart  which  accompany  this  lessening.  In 
general  ihe  frequency  of  singie  pulse-waves  under  the  action  of 
Digitalis  stands  in  an  inverse  ratio  to  t\ie\theight;  accordingly, 
the  quantity  of  blood  reaching  the  aorta  at  each  systole  must 
differ  with  the  different  degrees  of  frequency  of  Uie  pulse.  We 
do  not  as  yet  know,  however,  whether  the  whole  quantity  of 
the  blood  driven  into  the  aorta  in  n  given  time  is  more  consid- 
erable from  frequent  and  weak,  or  from  infrequent  and  strong, 
contractions  of  the  heart ;  pathological  facta  ueem  to  prove  the 
latter,  but  their  conditions  are  too  little  known  to  warrant  ood- 
chisions  which  are  of  general  value. 

From  the  numerous  careful  observntiona  of  the  effects  of  Digi- 
talis in  acute  febrile  diseases,  it  appears  that  there  is  no  con- 
stant and  therefore  necessary  connection  between  the  decreiise 
in  the  frequency  of  the  pulse  and  lowering  of  the  temperature. 
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Sometimes  the  puUe  ainka  first,  sometimes  the  temperature : 
the  lowest  points  of  these  two  febrile  factors  are  by  uo  means 
always  reached  at  the  same  time.  Very  often  the  retardation 
of  the  pulse  outlasts  the  decrease  of  temperature  for  a  consider- 
able time.  There  can  he  no  doubt  that  the  retardation  of  the 
pulse  in  fever  resulting  from  the  use  of  Digitalis  is  caused, 
partly  at  least,  by  an  irritatiou  of  the  vagus,  whether  alone  is 
questionable,  and  becomes  in  some  degree  iuiproba))le  when 
ne  observe  that  after  the  continued  use  of  Digitalis,  symptoms 
of  Arythmta  of  the  pulse,  which  may  so  easily  be  produced  on 
animals,  very  often  appear  in  fever  patients.  The  causes  of  the 
arytbmia  are,  as  we  have  already  seen,  still  unexplained ;  but 
under  all  conditions  it  is  a  threatening  symptom,  as  we  may 
conclude  from  the  fact  that  in  animals  it  very  often  immediately 
precedes  the  final  panilysis  of  the  heart.  This  fact  is  calculated 
to  awaken  the  consideration  as  to  whether  tt  is  justifiable  for  us 
to  use  this  remedy  as  an  antipyretic.  The  dangers  of  a  high 
febrile  temperature  lie  partly  in  its  parnlyzing  effects  upon  the 
heart :  it  is  a  questiou  whether  the  advantage  of  tho  transient 
diminution  of  the  temperature  attainable  by  Digitalis  is  not 
outweighed  by  the  weakening  inSnenoe  which  this  remedy 
exerts  upon  the  heart. 

My  experiments  on  the  physiological  efiecta  of  Digitalis  in 
connection  with  the  important  investigntions  of  Heideiihain 
upon  the  influence  of  the  vaso-raotor  nervous  system  on  the 
circulation  and  temperature,  have  led  to  the  belief  thnt  the  low- 
ering of  the  temperature  in  the  interior  of  the  body,  after  the 
injection  of  Digitalis,  has  its  essential  ground  in  an  increased 
flow  of  blood  to  the  integument  and  periphery  in  general ;  hence 
the  consequent  cooling  may  be  placed  in  the  same  category 
witb  the  effects  of  mustard  plasters  and  other  irritants,  of  cauter- 
izations or  painting  the  skin.  Under  all  these  conditions,  the 
vessels  of  the  integument  are  dilated,  by  which  means  the 
blood,  as  a  whole,  becomes  very  much  cooled  at  the  surface  of 
the  Ixidy.  J.  Risenthal  has  made  use  of  this  cooling  caused 
by  a  hyperemia  of  the  skin  to  establish  an  ingenious  theory  of 
"taking  cold":  he  found  that  in  overhented  animals  the  tem- 
perature, after  they    were   removed   from  the    hot  into   the 
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orlinary  air  of  the  room,  sank  not  merely  te  the  nomuil,  but 
considerably  below  it. 

A.  similar  thing  may  happen  in  man,  us  Itoseiithal  rightly 
affirms  :  from  the  vessels  of  the  integument,  dilated  by  the  heat, 
the  blood  suddenly  rushes,  much  cooler,  into  the  intitrior  of  the 
body,  if  one  goes  into  a  cooler  temperature,  and  may  by  moans 
of  this  lower  temperature  cause  diseases  of  internal  organs. 
The  cooliog  of  the  blood  in  the  integument,  I  may  add,  takes 
place  the  more  readily  since  the  sensation  of  warmth  which  we 
experience  in  the  high  temperature  compels  us  to  seek  a  lower 
temperature  ;  but  it  is  always  a  necessary  condition,  in  case  a 
noticeable  cooling  of  the  interior  of  the  body  is  produced  by  a 
bypenemia  of  the  integument,  that  this  hyperemia  should  exteod 
over  large  portions. 

At  the  first  glance  it  may  seem  iaadmissible  to  explain  the 
cooling  effects  of  mustard  plasters  or  of  circumscribed  cauter- 
izations in  the  uhovo  manner,  all  the  more  since  in  the  case  of 
the  mustai-d  plaster,  the  hypenem  to  place  on  the  cutis  is  covered, 
and  by  that  means  prevented  from  giving  up  a  large  amount  of 
warmth.  Nevertheless,  I  believe  that  the  result  takes  place  in 
the  manner  described,  for  it  seems  to  me  that  the  cooling 
resulting  from  such  irritants,  depends  not  alone,  and  in  some 
cases  not  at  all,  upon  the  loss  of  heat  confined  to  the  irritated 
places,  hut  rather  to  an  increased  loss  of  heat  in  very  large  sec- 
tions, or  perhaps  in  the  whole  skin.  In  using  a  mustard 
plaster  we  can  easily  convince  ourselves  that  at  the  moment  of 
application  the  sensation  of  warmth  increases  over  almost  the 
entire  surface  of  the  body ;  we  are,  as  it  were,  "  flooded  with 
heat."  If,  for  example,  when  my  skin  is  somewhat  cool  at 
night,  I  lay  my  warm  hand  upon  my  thigh,  I  feel  almost  imme- 
diately a  decided  increase  of  warmth  in  the  leg  and  foot  of  the 
same  side,  and  that  there  is  an  actual  rise  of  temperature  may 
be  proved  by  placing  a  thermometer  between  the  toes. 

However  much  we  may  be  justified,  reasoning  from  the 
results  of  my  experiments  on  animals,  to  refer  the  lowering 
of  temperature  accompanying  the  increased  arterial  pressure  to 
an  increased  flow  of  blood  to  the  integument,  it  would  yet 
hardly  be  safe  to  refer  the  cooling  efiect  of  Digitalis  m  febrile 
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diBeases  to  the  Bnma  thing.  That  Digitalis  baa  an  antipyretic 
effect  ie  pinced  beyond  question  by  the  numberless  obseryatioiiB 
Rt  the  sick  bed ;  nevertheless  I  think  we  have  uo  right  to  ex- 
plain this  effect  in  the  above  manner,  aa  long  ua  ao  many  pre- 
liminary questions  are  not  as  yet  clearly  aolred.  Heidenhain 
baa  shown  the  best  method  of  inTestigation  in  his  experiments 
which  are  so  important  for  the  theory  of  fever,  but  they  have 
not  been  sufficiently  regarded  by  pathologists.  He  has  discov- 
ered that  in  both  men  and  animals  there  are  two  conditions,  in 
many  respects  different,  to  which  be  baa  given  the  names 
asthenia  and  sthenia.  He  has  seen  animals  suffering  from  fever 
in  whom  a  high  internal  temperature  was  associated  with  a  rel- 
atively lower  degree  of  heat  in  the  integument :  in  such  animals 
the  blood-pressure  is  small  and  the  energy  of  the  heart  suffers. 
Ill  another  series  of  cases,  on  the  contrary,  be  found  that  the 
internal  and  external  temperature  were  about  the  same:  in 
Buch  animals  the  blood-presaure  was  high,  and  the  heart  capable 
of  more  powerful  action.  The  condition  of  the  animals  in  the 
first  case  is  called  by  Heidenhain  "asthenic";  that' in  the  sec- 
ond case  "  sthenic."  Tlie  antipyretic  effect  of  Digitalis  in  cases 
like  the  first  may  be  explained  on  the  ground  of  its  action  on 
the  circulation  and  temperature  in  healthy  animals ;  but  the 
effect  on  animals  in  the  condition  of  "sthenic"  fever  scarcely 
admits  of  this  explanation,  for  where  the  temperature  of  the 
ekiu  differs  but  little  or  not  at  all  from  that  of  the  interior  of 
the  body,  a  cooling  effect  can  scarcely  be  expected  from  an  in- 
creased rush  of  blood  through  the  periphery.  An  objection 
might  be  made  that  perlups  the  antipyretic  effects  of  Digitalis 
appear  only  in  asthenic  fevers,  but  it  would  be  inadmissible,  for 
experience  bos  shown  that  Digitalis,  when  given  in  sufficieiit 
quantity,  has  a  lowering  influence  on  the  temperature,  and  the 
exceptions  to  this  rule  are  too  few  to  admit  of  the  supposition 
thftt  the  antipyretic  effects  of  this  remedy  may  not  also  appear 
ID  sthenic  conditions. 

Still  other  facts  must  lead  us  to  consider  whether  the  antipy- 
retic effect  of  Digitalis  maybe  referred  to  the  same  conditions 
as  the  sinking  of  the  temperature,  which  in  healthy  animals, 
after  the  injection  of  Digitaiia,  is  observed,  together  with  the 
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increaseil  blood-pressure.  Traube  eaya,  and  I  can  confirm  it, 
that  nothing  is  eayier  than  to  convince  one'a  self  that  Digitalis, 
administered  to  fever  patients  in  large  doses,  causes,  after  a' 
proportionately  short  time,  a  decided  decrease  of  tension  in  the 
arterial  system  together  with  a  considerable  lessening  of  the 
frequency  of  the  pulse.  But  a  lessening  of  the  temperature  in 
fever  pntients,  after  the  use  of  Digitalis,  is  very  frequently 
observed  airaultaneously  with  a  less  frequent  pulse  ;  hence  we 
may  conclude  that  a  decrease  in  arterial  tension  often  happens 
at  the  same  time  with  a  decrease  of  temperature.  We  can 
convince  ourselves  directly  at  the  bedside  that  the  cooling 
effects  of  Digitalis  often  appear  siraultaueously  with  symptoms 
of  so-called  collapse,  asthenia,  i.  e.  with  a  decrease  of  temper- 
ature at  the  periphery,  and  even  with  livid  or  yellowish-white 
sf'ots  upon  the  body,  vith  small  pulse,  and  with  disproportioD' 
ate,  retarded,  or  very  quiet  breathing. 

-Hence  it  seems  advisable  to  regard  the  question  as  to  the 
connection  between  the  effects  of  Digitalis  upon  the  clrculaliou 
and  the  temperature  in  fever  aa  slill  open.  Perhaps  careful 
observation  of  the  tension  in  the  arterial  system,  the  tempera- 
ture in  the  rectum,  and  the  temperature  of  the  surface  of  the 
body  in  fever  patients  qnder  the  influence  of  Digitalis,  may 
give  an  explanation  in  the  same  manner  in  which  the  connec- 
tion between  the  fall  iu  temperature  and  the  rise  of  arterial 
pressure  has  been  demonjitrated  experimentally  on  healthy  ani- 
mals with  a  tolerable  degree  of  certainty. 

Let  us  finally  cast  r  glance  at  the  action  which  Digitalis, 
aside  from  its  effects  upon  the  functions  of  the  heart  aud  blood- 
vessels and  the  accompauying  changes  of  temperature,  produces  ' 
in  the  functions  of  other  organs  and  systems.  This  may  he 
stated  In  a  few  words,  for  the  effects  of  the  drug  upon  other 
organs  are  cauaed,  as  I  already  mentioned  in  the  begiuning  of 
this  lecture,  either  alone  by  its  action  upon  the  heart  and  blood- 
vessels, or  they  appear  in  very  uncertain  forius,  which  rendera 
physiological  explanation  impossible. 

Among  the  most  troublesome  effects  of  Digitalis  belong  the 
disturbances  of  digestion,  usually  denominated  side-effects; 
want  of  appetite,  nausen,  vomiting,  are  almost  coustaiit  after  a 
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continued  use  of  the  dru^,  and  often  appear  at  the  same  timn 
with  the  action  upon  the  temperature  and  the  pulse,  or  eUe 
follow  very  sood.  The  cause  of  this  action  is  not  clear ;  but  it 
may  be  mentioned,  that  after  the  exhibition  of  other  drugs  which 
have  a  depressiiiv  action  upon  the  temperature  aud  the  pul»e 
{Veratrum,  Tartar  ^me'tc),  similar  disturbances  of  digestion 
appear.  If  we  add  to  this  detrimental  effect  of  Digitalia  the 
dangers  which  in  an  already  weakened  heart  it  may  produce, 
and  remember  that  the  antipyretic  effect  never  lauts  a  long 
time,  we  are  very  much  inclined  to  prohibit  its  use  in  febrile 
diseases,  or  else  to  limit  it  to  such  cases  only  in  which  wo  are 
perfectly  sure  that  there  is  no  weaknes^i  of  the  cardiac  muscle. 

In  organic  diseases  of  the  heart,  on  the  contrary,  the  drug  is 
indispensable.  Exhibited  according  to  the  above  indications, 
it  often  works  wonders.  We  may  observe  also  that  the  distur- 
bances of  digestion,  eo  common  in  febrile  diseasen,  after  its  ex- 
bibitioQ  are  not  only  entirely  wanting  in  organic  diseases  of 
the  heart,  but  the  opposite  symptoms  are  frequently  induced, 
so  that  the  tongue  becomes  clean  and  the  previously  small 
appetite  becomes  normal. 

If  Digitalis  is  used  for  a  very  long  time,  or  given  in  large 
doses,  severe  nervous  symptoms  may  appear,  —  vertigo,  distur- 
bances of  vision,  roaring  in  the  ears,  fainting,  convulsions, 
coma,  and  death.  A  physiological  explanation  of  these  symp- 
toms has  not  as  yet  been  attempted. 

I  may  mention  in  conclusion  that  the  appearance  of  an  exan- 
them  partly  erysipelatous  and  partly  papulous  on  the  lace  an 
body  is  regarded  as  a  conseipience  of  the  use  of  Digitalis, 
whether  justly  or  not  remains  undecided. 
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BOSTON,  JULY,   1876. 

*'  A  HOMCEOPATHIC  SWINDLE." 

IIndbr  the  above  title,  the  Boaton  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  of 
June  8,  pnblishes  a  letter  fVom  P.  F.  Munde,  M.D.,  with  editorial 
comments,  both  of  whicli  we  give,  that  the  merits  of  the  case  may  be 
clearly  understood. 

"'Mkbsrs  Editors,  —  In  the  number  forJUay  18  last,  of  yoar  val- 
aable  Joumai,  which  reached  roe  a  few  days  ago,  I  ace  as  leadiog 
article,  "A  Case  of  Extra  Uteriae  Pregnancy,  by  Martin  A.  Tinker, 
M.D.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y."  with  the  foot-note,  "  Etead  before  the  New 
York  Obstetrical  Society,  March  21,  I876,"thereby  intimating  Ui»t 
the  author  read  this  paper  before  that  Society. 

" '  Inasmuch  as  "  Mortin  A.  Tinker,  M.D."  although  a  graduate  of  a 
regular  school,  the  Uiiiveraity  of  New  York,  is  now  and  has  been  for 
years  an  irregular  practiiioncr  of  the  homccopathic  persuasion,  and 
is  thereby  prohibited  from  attendance  at  the  meetings  of  the  New 
York  Obstetrical  Society  and  all  other  regular  societies,  a  fact  of 
which  you,  Messrs.  Editors,  no  doubt  were  unaware,  I  think  it  due  to 
the  New  York  Obstetrical  Society,  as  well  as  to  you  and  your  eatcemec) 
Journal,  to  state  the  troe  facta  of  the  case,  in  order  that  you  may 
make  whatever  correction  you  see  fit. 

*' '  Dr.  Tinker's  paper  on  "  extra>nterine  pregnancy  "  was  read  before 
the  New  York  Obstetrical  Society,  at  the  meeting  above  referred  to, 
by  Dr.  John  Byrne,  of  Brooklyn,  late  president  of  the  Society,  who 
prefaced  the  reading  by  remarking  that  the  paper  had  been  handed 
him  by  Dr.  Tinker,  an  "  irregular,"  to  present  to  the  Obstetrical  Soci- 
ety for  membership ;  that  he  (Byrne)  had  told  Tinker  that  he  was  not 
eligible  on  acconnt  of  that  irregularity,  but  on  Tinker's  insisting,  he 
(Byrne)  took  the  paper,  saying  that  he  would  see  what  could  be  done, 
but  with  the  sole  purpose  of  Imparting  the  case,  as  one  of  rather  un- 
usual interest,  to  the  Society.  Having  been  read,  it  became  the  prop* 
erty  of  the  Society,  and  was  to  have  bsen  published,  witi)  duo  note  of 
the  ciicumstanci?3  under  which  it  came  before  the  Society,  in  their 
transactioDS.    This,  of  course,  is  now  out  of  the  question. 
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"  *Tlie  chief  object  of  my  communication  is,  howeTer,  to  free  the 
New  York  Obstetrical  Society  from  the  imptitatioo  wbich  persons 
IcnowiDg  Dr.  Tinker's  professional  position  and  ignoring  tlie  reat 
fHCts,  might  ascribe  to  it,  of  having  admitted  an  "  irregular"  pracli- 
tioner  to  its  meetings. 

" '  Yours  truly, 

"  ■  Paui.  F.  Mdhde,  M.D  , 
" '  Secretary  New  York  ObOttrical  Society. 

"  *  New  York,  20  West  45tli  St.,  June  1, 1876.* 

"  We  are  much  obliged  to  Dr.  Munde  for  this  communication,  and 
(ieepty  regret  the  deception  that  has  been  practised  on  us.  We  are 
sure  none  of  our  readers  will  doubt  that  we  were  ignorant  of  the  fel- 
low's standing,  and  they  probably  would  have  thought,  as  we  did,  that 
the  statement  that  the  paper  was  read  before  the  New  York  Obstetri- 
cal Society  was  a  guarantee  at  least  of  respectability.  As  -to  the 
man  Tinker's  dirty  behavior,  we  can  only  say,  that  it  is  doublless 
chnracteristic  of  himself,  as  it  is  of  his  class.  We  must  say,  however, 
that  Dr.  Byrne's  action  strikes  as  as  open  to  criticism."  —  [Eds. 

While  we  deprecate  the  action  of  Dr.  Tinker  in  applying  for  mem- 
bership in  the  Obstetrical  Society,  we  consider  the  remarks  of  the 
editors  of  the  Bo^on  Medicai  and  Surgical  Journal  entirely  uncalled 
for,  aod  in  the  highest  degree  discourteous  and  unprofessional.  It 
seems  to  ns  that,  in  this  enlightened  age,  men  should  be  allowed  their 
own  opinion  witboat  being  denominated  fools  or  knaves  or  accused  of 
"  dirty  behavior." 

That  the  paper  of  Dr.  Tinker  was  a  valuable  and  instmcUve  one  is 
evident  from  two  facta :  first,  the  ex-president  of  the  society,  who  prob- 
ably is  no  friend  to  Homceopathy,  presented  the  paper  solely  on  its 
merits,  as  the  letter  of  Dr.  Unode  informs  ns,  and  with  no  idea  of 
pressing  Dr.  Tinker's  claims  for  membership;  second,  the  Boston  JUsd- 
iccU  and  Surgical  Journal  gave  the  article  a  prominent  place  in  the 
issue  of  May  ]  8.  Now  behold  the  change  I  Dr.  Munde  feels  called 
□pen  to  make  an  explanation  in  order  that  no  imputation  may  rest 
upon  the  Obstetrical  Society  of  admitting  an  "  irregular  "  to  its  meet- 
ings :  bnt  people  who  woald  be  inclined  to  censure  the  Society  for 
admitting  the  man,  might  be  equally  willing  to  condemn  it  for  admit- 
tiog  the  paper;  so  after  all  Dr.  Munde  has  not  removed  the  terrible 
cutse  from  the  Society.  The  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal 
"  feels  exceedingly  grateful  to  Dr.  Munde  for  his  communication  and 
deeply  regrets  the  deception  practised  upon  it,"  and  proceeds  to  show 
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its  gratitude  and  regret  in  the  usual  way  by  applying  Insaltin^  and 
abusive  epitbeta  to  Or.  Tinker,  and  to  homoeopatbic  practitionoro  in 
general. 

How  strangely  inconaisteat  seems  tbe  course  pursued  by  tbe  editors 
of  tiie  above-mentioned  Journal!  Tbey  have  nn  ezoellent  article  in  the 
number  for  May'18,  and  aow  regret  having  puhlinbud  it  simply  because 
the  author  is  a  homoeopath.  No  fault  is  foand  with  tbe  matter  con- 
tained in  the  article,  but  it  baa  not  tbe  stamp  of  **  respectability," 
although  it  was  read  before  and  accepted  by  the  New  York  Obstetrical 
Society. 

"Can  any  good  come  out  of  Nazareth?  "  Tes,  provided  the  Boston 
Medical  and  Svrgical  ./bnmans  unaware  that  it  comes  fVom  there.  It 
ia  evident,  then,  ^at  merit  la  not  the  criterion  according  to  which  tbe 
editors  select  articles  for  publication,  bat  everything  must  be  signed 
and  sealed  with  "  respectability."  They  will  undoubtedly  exercise 
greater  care  in  the  future,  that  they  and  the  readers  of  tbe  JouracU 
may  be  in  no  danger  of  learning  anything  from  HonicEopathy. 

We  have  one  suggestion  to  make  to  the  editors  of  the  Botlon  Medi- 
cal and  Surgical  Jovma/,  and  that  ia,  Drop  the  insults  so  unbecooiing 
in  profrsaional  gentUrmen,  and  meet  tbe  questions  on  the  basis  of  sound 
argument.  The  Oaxetta  will  be  ready  to  answer  and  will  endeavor  to 
support  its  principles. 


In  the  Hay  number  of  the  PractUiontr  there  is  a  paper  on  "  Official 
Dosage,  with  borne  Remarks  on  HomcBopathic  Tinctures,"  by  Robert 
Farquharson,  M.D.,  which  was  read  before  the  Medical  Society  of  Lon- 
don. After  recommending  an  alteration  in  the  rules  relative  to  the 
dose  as  laid  down  in  the  British  Pharmacopseia  and  advocating  an 
increase  in  quantity,  he  commends  the  caution  which  chemists  and 
druggists  display  in  compounding  prescriptions  and  tbe  restrictions 
placed  upon  them,  and  thinks  physioiana  may  congratulate  themselves 
all  the  more  when  they  see  "  tbe  looseness  which  prevails  in  homoeo- 
pathic pharmacy." 

He  continues,  "  We  all  know  of  the  change  which  has  recently  taken 
place  in  the  principles  of  this  class  of  practitioners  and  how  the  feeble 
dilutions  of  former  years  have  been  replaced  by  excessivety  strong 
tinctures." 

We  do  not  hesitate  to  prononnce  this  statement  absolutely  false : 
the  tinctures  are  made  of  the  same  strength  now  as  they  always  have 
been ;  moreover,  tbe  majority  of  homoeopathic  phyaicians  do  not 
administer  tinctures  to  their  patients,  but  dilutions.     It  must  be  evi* 
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dent  to  Dr.  Fvqubarson  that  in  order  to  hnve  dilutions  thore  must 
be  somethiDg  to  dilute ;  the  tincture  is  the  start! ng-point  in  tbe  pro- 
C1-8B.  It  ia  possible  tbat  the  tinctures  are  stronger  tbun  tbose  made 
according  to  the  British  Pharmacopeia,  but  Dr.  Farquharson  claims 
that  tbe  Pharmacopeia  is  not  authority  on  questions  of  do»e;  why 
sbonld  it  be  r^arded  in  that  light,  then,  in  the^reparof ion  oftincturet? 

He  then  proceeds  to  discuss  the  metallic  preparations  of  homoeo- 
pathic practice.  He  employed  a  chemist  to  analyze  the  first  potency 
of  Mrrcurius  and  Arsenicum,  and  came  to  the  conclusion  from  the 
analysis  that  both  were  exceedingly  dangerous  and  were  rightAilly 
labelled  "Poison."  Id  this  connection  he  makes  the  following 
remark : — 

"  Although  we  have  seen  that  the  precaution  was  taken  to  label 
these  preparations  '  Poison,'  I  am  not  sure  in  how  far  they  were 
freely  sold,  but  in  any  case  we  find  tue  ground  cut  from  under  ttie  feet 
of  the  bomcBopatliists,  one  of  whose  great  boasts  used  to  be  that  no 
mercury  or  injurious  metallic  substance  was  ever  prescribed  by  any  of 
their  practitioners." 

We  are  pretty  certain  that  Dr.  Farquharson  knows  as  little  of  the 
practice  as  he  boasts  of  knowing  of  the  principles  ot  Homoeopathy,  or 
this  statement  woald  have  been  omitted.  These  remedies  have  been 
in  daily  use  from  Hahnemann's  time,  and  no  attempt  at  concealment 
of  the  fact  has  ever  been  made.  What  we  dn  claim  is,  not  that  we  do 
irot  use  poisonons  substances,  metallic  or  vegetable,  but  that  they 
are  employed  in  non-injurious  doses,  and  the  rcaulta  of  our  practice 
prove  the  justice  of  the  claim.  Physicians  of  our  school  rarely  if  ever 
give  Mercury  or  Arsejiic  in  the  first  potency,  but  in  a  much  more 
diluted  form. 

It  is  evident  that  insult,  abuse,  and  ridicule  are  losing  their  power 
in  England,  so  that  Dr.  Farquharson  is  constrained  to  start  out  on  a 
new  tack,  and  endeavor  to  frighten  people  into  renouncing  Homoeopa- 
thy. We  venture  to  predict  that  this  method  will  fail  as  the  others 
have  done. 

We  have  received  from  Dr.  Lutze,  of  Cothen,  Germany,  a  pro- 
gramme of  tbe  Heilanstalt  in  that  place,  which  is  under  his  care.  We 
take  pleasure  in  calling  the  attention  of  physicians  to  this  institution, 
which  we  think  can  be  recommended  to  travellers  who  may  be  in  need 
of  medical  advice. 


We  are  pleased  to  acknowledge  the  nceipt  of  the  Analea  de  la 
Homeopatia,  a  monthly  magazine  published  in  Bogota,  United  States 
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of  Colombia,  South  America.  The  journal  is  a  neat  little  publtcation, 
and  judging  from  the  titles  of  the  ariiclett,  is  ttioruugbly  houiaeopatbic. 
The  editor  is  Dr.  Jos6  Peregrino  Sanniiguel. 


In  the  Anglo- Brazilian  Times,  a  paper  published  in  Rio  Janeiro, 
issue  of  Jan.  15, 1876,  are  some  extracts  from  a  work  of  Dr.  Saturnino 
Soares  de  Meii-elles,  on  "Homoeopathy  and  Allopathy."  If  the  ex- 
tracts are  fair  samples  of  the  contents  of  the  book,  Homoeopathy  cer- 
tainly has  an  able  champion  in  the  persou  of  Dr.  Meirellee,  for  we 
have  rarely  seen  the  principles  of  the  two  schools  better  stated  or  more 
ably  contrasted. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 


A  TRIP    TO     FLORIDA. 

BT  OEOKQK  F.    FOOTB,    K.  D. 

Men^nt.  Editora,  —  Many  thousands  of  our  northern  people  have 
sought  a  temporary  sojourn  in  Florida  to  escape  the  rigors  of  the  home 
climate,  during  the  latter  part  of  winter  and  in  early  spriug. 

Having  read  the  oft-repeated  tales  of  the  charms,  an^  especially  the 
salubrity  of  this  "  sunny  land,"  and  feeling  the  necessity  of  a  little 
rest.from  the  fatigues  incident  to  our  daily  routine,  and  with  a  pro- 
fessional curiosity  to  investigate  the  trutlis  about  this  enchanting  and 
health-restoring  region,  we  sought  a  reasonable  excuse,  and  leaving 
our  "  home  "  in  the  care  of  our  assistant,  we,  with  madanie  and  a 
friend,  Joined  the  great  throng  migrating  to  this  so-called  land  of 
flowers. 

At  Philadelphia  we  spent  a  pleasant  day  in  paying  our  reBpecta  to 
the  learned  aavans  of  our  profession.  A  cheerful  reception  we  had 
from,  and  a  pleasant  liourwespentwith,  the  venerable  Doctor  Hering, 
who  delights  in  imparting  and  receiving  valuable  truths  relating  to 
medicine.  The  doctor,  as  usual,  is  writing  a  book.  This  one  is  to  be 
valuable  in  clinical  eiiperiouces.  We  took  our  leave  of  this  wonder- 
ful man  with  renewed  feelings  of  veneration  for  him  who,  by  his  learn- 
ing aud  indouitalilc  industry,  has  done  so  much  towards  developing 
and  disseminating  bomteopathio  knowledge. 

Dr.  Lippe,  too,  gave  us  a  hearty  welcome,  and  with  him  we  dis- 
coursed uiM>n  high  and  low  potencies.    He  gave  us  his  dissertation  upon 
the  evils  of  Mougrelism.     We  had  beard  his  opinions  upon  this  sub-    ' 
ject  in  days  past,  but  the  "  oft-repeated  tale  "  gathers  new  zest  with 
each  rehearsal  that  makes  it  quite  refreshing. 

We  (bund  him,  pen  in  hand,  dealing  out  his  aversion  to  false  princi- 
ples, and  denouncing  the  custom  of  open  fellowship  with  men  who 
preach  homuiopatby  but  practise  allopathy. 
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.  The  dcM^or  Is  a  gentleman  of  decided  opinions :  tboronghly  posted 
in  tLe  Materia  Medica.  and  lias  the  confidence  of  a  large  circle  of  refined 
sod  inielligent  patrons. 

With  Dr.  Guernsey,  we  had  a  pleasant  talk.  Amiability  and  kind- 
ness of  heart  in  every  expression,  and  Uie  love  of  iiis  profession  pre- 
dominates in  all  his  sayings.  He  has  many  friends  who  appreciate  Lis 
untiring  seal  in  advocating  sound  doctrines  and  the  blessed  truths  of 
pure  homoeopathy.  An  honest  purpose  and  tbe  genuine  love  of  good 
constitute  the  "  key-note  "  to  his  professional  success.  Everywhere 
throughout  the  city  we  saw  preparations  for  the  great  Centennial. 

At  Washington  we  spent  a  d^  visiting  the  Agricultural  Grounds, 
the  Hmilhsonian  Institute,  the  Capitol,  and  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress. And,  for  the  first  time,  we  saw  the  commingling  of  racrs  among 
our  country's  representatives ;  side  by  side  sat  the  white  and  the  black 
man,  enacting  laws  for  the  people  of  this  great  nation. 

We  stopped  at  Willard's  Hotel  and  made  a  note  of  "  our  esperi* 
ence"  for  the  benefit  of  such  of  our  fi-iends  as  may,  like  the  writer, 
have  a  bottom  to  their  parses.  We  arrived  there  at  four  p.  m.,  leav- 
ing the  next  day  at  eleven  p.  ii.,one  meal  over  a  day.  We  bad  a 
plain  sitting-room  and  two  bed-rooms,  and  theie  were  three  of  us. 
For  this  we  were  charged  tSS.OO.  The  same  number  of  rooms,  more 
handsomely  furnished,  for  one  day  at  the  Continental  io  Philadelphia, 
cost  us  114.50. 

From  Washington  we  journeyed  via  Richmond,  Charlotte,  Augusta, 
Aiken  and  Savannah,  to  Jacksonville,  St.  Augustine,  and  up  the  river 
^t.  John  to  Pilatka,  and  up  the  Oklawaha  Uiver  to  Silver  Springs. 
From  Richmond,  south,  the  cars  are  old  and  uncomfortable,  the  roods 
rongh,  and  the  eating- houses  abominable.  We  have  roughed  it  in 
the  far  West,  traveled  by  stage  across  the  Nevada,  and  up  and  down 
the  Pacifio  coast  iu  California ;  we  have  eaten  in  the  hunter's  lodges, 
and  partaken  of  the  emigrant's  scanty  fares ;  but  we  have  never  seen 
anything  equal  the  poverty  and  uncleanliness  of  the  railway  eating- 
houses  south  of  Richmond.  To  our  friends  going  South,  we  would 
suggest  the  taking  a  generous  lunch  basket. 

That  part  of  southern  Virginia  through  which  we  pass  is  not  a 
pleasantcountry,  being  a  great  sandy  plain,  and  with  but  poor  attempts 
at  cultivation.  Miserable  hovels  take  the  place  of  comfortable  dwell- 
ings, and  there  is  a  want  of  thrirt  apparent  cverjtrhere;  and  tttis  want 
of  thrift  extends  Along  the  whole  route  through  and  into  Florida. 

At  Angnstn,  and  also  at  Aiken,  there  is  an  excellent  hotel,  both 
kept  by  the  same  Connecticut  Yankee.  Augusta  is  a  pleasant  city, 
and  when  in  its  prime  must  have  been  active  and  enterprising.  There 
are  many  beautiful  places  and  handsome  residences,  which  have  a  home- 
like appearance  ;  but  many  of  these  show  that  want  of  care  that  pros- 
perity alone  can  give. 

At  Savannah  and  Jacksonville,  we  found  good  hotels ;  but  the  routes 
between  the  two  are  fiiliguing.  If  by  rail,  it  is  over  a  rouzh,  or  rather 
by  several  rough  roads,  a  long  way  round  j  going  some  two  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  to  reach  an  hundred.  If  by  steamer,  tbere  are  two 
routes :  the  outside  passage,  by  sea,  which  ia  usually  rough,  and  thu 
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h:si<'e  one,  which  keeps  along  tLe  coast  inside  the  islands.  Knd  ia  often 
teiliousoD  account  of  low  water.  From  >TackBonville  up  the  Si.  John's 
ibeie  lire  scvtral  fine  boata,  imil  the  lii[)  la  a  pleasant  one.  The  best 
hotels  in  Klorida  are  to  lie  found  in  Jacksonville  and  Pilaika.  The 
great  crowd,  however,  centres  at  St.  Augustine,  on  account  of  the 
sea  air  (it  being  directly  on  the  coast),  and  on  account  of  it«  Huppoaed 
jreedom  from  malarial  inflnences.  From  the  liitler  it  is  supposed  the 
inhiibitRnts  sre  protected  bv  the  breezes  that  fait  them  almost  con- 
sliintly,  blowing  directly  from  tlie  ocean, 

It  is  a  quaint  old  town,  with  narrow  streets,  varying  from  seven  lo 
fifteen  feel  in  width.  There  are  a  lew  good-looking  houses,  and  many 
very  poor  ones,  —  forlorn  shells,  without  paint  or  habitable  comeli- 
ness. 

But  dust  and  sand  are  abundant  everywhere,  which  the  winds  keep 
in  motion.  If  you  walk,  you  wade  in  sand;  if  you  ride,  the  pleasure  c^ 
n  sympathizing  mind  is  <leBtroyed  by  witnessing  tlie  exertions  of  the 
poor  iinimalH  that  drug  you  through  the  deep  sand.  Fleas,  sand-Sies, 
and  other  insects  are  abundant.  These  you  get  without  chaise,  ami 
are  among  the  things  you  meet  witii,  calculated  to  excite  a  lively  sen- 
sation. 

St.  Augustine  is  the  oldest  town  in  the  United  States,  ami  has 
interesting  relics  of  the  early  settlement  remaining.  The  aneient  fort 
Marion,  ihe  building  of  which  commenced  in  1620,  has  a  history  cod* 
necled  with  the  early  settlement  of  this  country.  The  sea  wall,  over 
a  mite  in  length,  built  by  our  general  government  at  great  expense, 
makes  an  excellent  promeniide.  But  how  it  is  to  be  made  available 
in  protecting  the  interests  of  the  government  will  puzzle  the  casual 
obsen'er. 

Enting  of  oranges,  sailing,  and  Oshing  are  the  principal  amusements. 
Opportuhilies  for  indulging  in  the  two  first  are  abundant,  while  the 
latter  enables  t>ne  to  put  in  plenty  of  time  without  much  exertion,  or 
without  being  burdened  with  piscatorial  numbers  or  weights. 

The  hotel  accommodations  are  not  adequate  to  the  demand  of  the 
moving  population,  and  the  great  crowds,  with  the  inaulBcient  and 
over-wroujiht  help,  make  it  quite  difficult  at  times  to  obtain  an  indif- 
ferent meal.  We  spent  the  month  of  March  in  Florida,  and,  from 
reading  the  glowing  accounts,  we  expected  to  find  the  tables  supplied 
with  early  vegetables.  In  this  we  were  disappointed  ;  for  it  is  a  sin- 
gular fact  that  this  wonderful  country,  this  land  of  flowers  and  early 
vegetables  (  ?),  concerning  which  eo  much  has  been  written,  produces 
scarcely  anything  aside  from  oranges,  fish,  and  a  little  game,  that 
goes  to  feed  this  large  floating  population. 

The  hotel  tables  are  supplied  from  the  North.  Even  the  horses  that 
drag  us  through  the  streets  are  fed  from  bay  and  grain  brought  from 
the  northern  tjiates. 

The  whole  of  Florida  is  a  white  sandy  plain,  but  a  little  elevateil 
above  the  surmunding  water.  Indeed,  a  very  large  proportion  of  it  U 
scarcely  out  of  the  water.  This  low,  marshy  condition  engenders  a 
miasm,  and  intermittcnts  are  common  nearly  everywhere.  Tiiere  is 
but  little  soil  to  favor  the  growth  of  cereals  or  other  crops.    Grass 
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does  not  grow  there.  There  is  do  sorl.  Whatever  ia  groirn  for 
domentic  use  ia  with  the  expense  of  a  larger  outlay  for  fei'iitizing 
luxierials.  Fifteen  bushels  of  corn  to  the  acre  ia  a  large  vielH. 
Orangen  grow  in  great  profusion  under  high  cultivation  ;  and  in  ten 
years  from  the  planting  they  begin  to  yield  a  pi-ofitable  crop  at 
present  rates. 

Thousaude  of  our  northern  people  have  paid  extravagant  prices  P>r 
this  aandy  land,  and  have  planted  out  orange  trees  by  the  thou^iaiids 
and  tens  of  Ihonaands.  expecting,  of  course,  lo  realize  fortunes  in  time. 
We  think  that  after  two  or  three  year^'  residence  with  the  scanty  fare, 
the  miaamatic  influences,  the  npirited  contest  with  mosquitoes,  fleas, 
sanrl-Qies,  and  other  local  influence'*  peculiar  lo  that  country,  many  of 
them  will  have  young  orange  groves  to  sell. 

As  a  resort  for  sanitary  purposes  we  think  Florida  has  been  greatly 
overrated.  The  invalid  goes  there  expecting  to  find  a  charming 
country,  pregnant  with  serai-tropical  fruits  and  flowers,  early  vege* 
tables,  beautiful  gardens,  and  comfortable  homes,  with  attractive  land- 
scapes and  with  sufQcient  variety  to  entertain  and  fill  the  soul  with 
rural  delighta.  He  has  read  Mrs,  Stowe's  high-colored  efiusions,  and 
that  of  persons  who  write  for  the  purpose  of  •'  sending  grists  to  the 
mill "  Hut  hia  expectations  are  not  realized.  True,  be  experiences  a 
milder  climate,  and,  for  a  time,  admires  the  orange  groves  so  beautiful 
in  their  foliage,  flowers,  and  fruit,  their  delicious  fragrance  witii  which 
nothing  can  compare,  yet  these  become  monotonous  in  time.  He  flnrls 
tliat  he  lias  not  run  away  from  his  inflrmities,  whilo  he  sutfers  from 
many  petty  annoyances  that  he  would  escape  at  home. 

It  is  our  opinion,  after  a  careful  and  thorough  investigation  with  a 
view  to  get  at  the  truth,  and  our  opinion  coiocides  with  other  physi- 
cians who  were  also  "spying  out  the  land,"  that  but  a  small  per- 
centi^  of  those  who  go  there  are  benefited. 

Urame  of  the  invalids  suffering  from  bronchial  and  pulmonic  affec- 
tions, in  ifaeir  incipient  stages,  seemed  to  improve  by  a  residence  in 
that  c-lim:ite,  while  those  in  more  advanced  stages  did  not,  and  many 
of  these  were  perceptibly  mnde  worse. 

Of  courxe,  the  great  advantage  is  the  mildness  or  the  climate,  whic'i 
enables  the  patient  to  spend  so  much  of  his  lime  in  thn  open  air. 
With  Ihis  the  question  arises,  Would  not  a  proper  system  of  ventilation 
in  our  house'*,  with  open  fire-places  and  the  disuse  of  furnace  lieat, 
with  the  advantages  of  home  comforts,  and  with  such  out-door  exer- 
cise as  can  be  taken  in  dry  wealher  accomplish  more  than  a  tempo- 
rary sojourn  in  this  land  of  Bt rangers,  with  all  its  disadvanta;^ea? 
We  think  it  would. 

We  methpre,  as  we  did  at  Aiken,  patients  who  seemed  to  have  been 
Bent  away  ftx)ni  home  to  die — consumptives  in  the  lost  stages  of  disease. 
To  see  these  suffering  creatures  pining  for  borne  and  friends,  and  to 
hear  them  begging  to  be  taken  buck,  whtm  loo  sick  to  endure  the 
fatigues  of  the  journey,  is  a  sad  sight  and  one  quite  often  met  with. 

Physicians,  in  sending  their  patients  I'mm  home,  should  discriminate 
more  carefnlly,  and  send  only  such  as  arc  in  the  earlier  stages  of 
disease.    They  should  bear  in  mind  the  old  a.la^e,  which  applies  lo 
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t'leaick  espedalljr,  that "  llwre  is  no  place  like  home"  It  iaeuier'o 
tiie  among  one's  own  triends,  witb  the  domestic  comforts  tbat  aoiMt 
be  found  at  uuy  hotel,  however  goo<l  its  afipointmeDta. 

And  then,  a^ain,  the  fatigues  incident  to  a  trip  to  this  soolhern 
country  Bhould  he  considered.  If  by  land,  the  discomforts  are  piiys- 
jcnlly  dcmornlizing  to  persona  in  health.  If  by  aea,  it  is  often  rougli 
and  prostrating. 

An<)  then,  again,  the  change  from  the  stimulating  and  condensed  air 
of  our  cold  climate  to  one  that  is  of  a  higher  temperature,  with  l«> 
oxygen,  especially  if  damp,  is  enervating,  and  a  well  man  going 
South  feels  a  lassitude,  with  depression. 

Indeed,  it  is  a  fact  connected  with  this  whole  southern  coast,  thit 
ttie  atmosphere  is  loaded  with  moisture.  Hence  the  suiface  evtftan- 
tion  from  the  body  is  retarded,  and  a  languor  ensues,  that  dlainulines 
to  exercise. 

This  is  unlike  the  climate  we  experienced  in  California,  where  the 
dry  atmosphere  promotes  this  evaporation  and  stimulates  to  exertion, 
or,  as  they  express  it,  *'  Every  one  is  on  the  po."  There  the  inTalid 
is  up  and  out  caily,  planning  and  executing,  taking  long  walks,  and 
vicing  with  his  neighbor  in  pedestrian  and  equestrian  exercises,  while 
bo  inhales  the  invigorating  air  that  fills  his  soul  with  delight  &iid 
Btimulatea  his  whole  system. 

As  a  sanitary  measure  then,  a  trip  to  Florida  has  these  dind- 
vantE^es :  — 

1st.  The  fatii^ue  tncideot  to  the  different  routes  in  getting  there, 
which  is  insurmountable. 

2d.     The  absence  of  home  comforts. 

3d.    The  absence  of  one's  medical  adviser. 

4tb.  Exposure  to  miasms  that  engender  Intermittents  and  dys- 
entery. 

5th.  The  massing  together  of  invalids,  who,  by  contact  with  dis- 
ease and  suffering,  are  made  gloomy. 

6th.     A  damp  and  enervating  climate. 

7ih,  Homc-sicknesa,  Often  a  troublesome  symptom  in  serioiu 
ca^es. 

8th.  The  want  of  occupation.  This  is  a  serious  objection.  Invi- 
itds  who  go  there  expect  the  climnte  to  cure  them.  They  feel  tutr- 
vated  by  the  change,  and  take  but  little  exercise,  and  instead  ttierraf. 
sit  and  brood  over  their  infirmities. 

We  noted  this  fact,  that  those  who  claimed  the  greatest  bene6t  fno 
the  climate  were  those  who  had  business  occupation. 

As  a  southern  resort  tor  invalids  with  lung  affections,  we  shenld 
much  prefer  Aiken,  S.  C.  But  even  this  has  been  greatly  misrepre- 
Bcnted. 

It  is  elevated  some  six  hundred  feet  above  the  sea.  Then  is  less 
fog  and  the  atmosphere  is  not  so  damp  as  upon  the  coast.  But  there 
are  no  fine  londi-capes  or  interesting  views  connected  with  this  town. 
Tlie  yellow  sand  comprising  the  surface  soil,  and  the  red  clay  liant^s- 
made  visible  from  the  washing  by  rain-storms,  that  meet  the  view  fiuia 
the  principal  hotel  has  rather  a  forlorn  aspect,  and  dis.ippuints  ibe 
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newly-arrived  visitant,  wlio,  from  the  published  accoants,  expects  to 
fiad  almost  a  paradine.  There  are  a  few  comfortable  and  home-like 
dwellini^s,  but  their  beauty  is  spoiled  by  the  intermingling  of  mnnv 
poor,  shabby-looking  tenements,  nithout  paint,  and  some  even  without 
doors  or  windows,  mostly  without  attempts  at  floriculture. 

The  climate  is  the  only  thiag  aside  from  the  hotel  that  can  recom- 
mend tbia  place  to  a  northener.  The  balmy  air  is  conducive  tb  the 
comfort  of  some  with  wealc  lunga.  We  met  several  parties  who  ha<l 
come  from  the  North  to  make  this  their  permanent  home,  wlio  seemed 
to  be  beneSted.  Others  found  only  temporary  relief,  and  others  again 
derived  no  benefit  whatever.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  a  change  of 
climate  mayofteu  benefit  an  invalid.  Achangeof  location  in  the  same 
town,  or  even  in  the  same  house  or  room,  is  ot^n  beneficial. 

Bat  in  pulmonic  affections,  the  essential  and  all-impnrtant  requisite 
to  aid  the  recuperative  powera  is  pure  air ;  air  which  has  not  been 
pre-brealhed  or  contaminated  by  the  furnace  heat  of  a  close  room  ;  but 
open  out-door  air,  with  such  exercise  as  the  patients  can  bear,  with 
cheerful  surroundings,  and  with  an  occupation  that  shall  imply  a  pur- 
pose and  keep  the  mind  in  full  activity  upon  subjects  foreign  to  tiiem- 
selves. 

Of  the  kind  of  air  as  between  dry  and  moist,  the  dry  is  greatly  to 
be  preferred,  on  account  of  the  feeling  of  activity  engendered  by  it ; 
being  the  opposite  of  that  produced  by  air  loaded  with  moisture,  whicli 
invariably  induces  a  feeling  of  languor.  Uence,  in  sending  phthisical 
patients  from  home  for  climutical  purposes,  we  should  much  prefer  a 
location  behind  the  coast  range  (to  avoid  the  fogs),  in  California. 


SOCIETIES  AND  INSTITUTIONS. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE  HOMCEOPATHIC  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

Thr  twenty-fourth  annual  session  of  the  above-named  Society  was 
held  iu  this  city,  j'esterday,  the  Chair  being  occupied  by  Uie  president, 
Dr.  J.  H.  Gallioger,  of  Concord. 

Afler  the  reading  of  the  records  and  the  transaction  of  some  pre- 
liminary business,  the  annual  address  of  the  president  was  given,  his 
subject  being,  "Liberality  of  Opinion  the  Duty  of  every  Medical 
Man." 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  to  membership !  Dr.  B.  G. 
Carleton,  of  Littleton ;  br.  Wra.  S.  Collins,  of  Loudon ;  Dr.  T.  Rogers, 
of  Plymouth ;  Dr.  W.  C.  Welch,  Jr.,  of  Manchester ;  and  Dr.  Francis 
A.  Gile,  of  Manchester. 

Reports  were  next  received  from  the  Bure^ius  of  Clinical  Medicine, 
Eitidemios,  Surgery,  Obstetrics  and  Gynecology,  the  reading  of  which 
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wai  followed  by  diacassiODS,  participated  in  by  many  of  the  mem- 
bers. 

I>r.  W.  H.  Lougee,  of  Lawrence,  delegate  from  the  Massac-liu!)ctts 
Ho'n<eo|iatliic  Mwlical  Society,  briefly  addressed  the  Society,  after 
which  un  Hdjournment  was  hod  to  dinner,  which  was  served  at  the 
Phfcnix  Hotel. 

Upon  reasseroblin;;,  the  following  officers  were  chosen ;  — 

Piesideiit.  —  Dr.  J.  H.  Gallii.ger,  of  Concord. 

Vice-President.  —  Dr.  L.  T.  Weeks,  of  Laconia. 

Secrttant  and  Treasurer.  —  Dr.  J.  C,  Moore,  of  Lake  Villi^e 

fenwrM.—  Dra,  T.  K.  Sanger,  of  Littleton.  D  F.  Moore,  of  Lake 
Villi^e.  D.  Jj.  Jonea,  of  Lancaster,  J.  H.  Gallinger,  of  Concord,  and 
W.  U.  Welch,  Jr.,  of  Manchester. 

Coundllt'rs.  —  Drs.  C.  8.  Collins,  of  Nashua,  and  A.  D  Smith,  of 
Manchester. 

Delegates  were  likewise  chosen  to  the  American  Institute  ami  sev- 
eral State  Societies,  and  committeeM  for  the  ensuing  year  named. 

The  irejisnrer's  repoit  wbs  read  and  adopted,  frora  which  it  ap- 
pealed th»t  the  finances  of  the  Society  are  in  a  very  healtliy  state. 

After  a  profitable  conference  meeting  of  an  lionr,  during  which 
numerous  clinicttl  cases  were  preseiiicil  nnd  discnssed,  the  Society 
adjourned  to  meet  in  this  city  on  ihe  last  Wednesilay  of  May,  1877. 


REVIEWS  AND  NOTICES  OF  BOOKS. 


A  Treatise  on  Scrubrt,  its  Principles  and  Practtcb.  By  T. 
Holmes,  M.A.,  Siii^eon  to  St.  Geoige's  Hospital.  Philadelphia: 
Henry  C.  Lea.    1876. 

This  book  of  over  nine  hundred  pages  is  intended  by  the  author  as 
a  text-book,  and  to  some  extent  to  aeive  as  an  introduction  to  his 
larger  and  more  comprehensive -Sy-Jem  of  Hurgery.  As  a  test-book 
ne  think  it  has  rarely  been  equalled  and  never  excelled.  It  in  thor- 
ougli  and  exhaustive,  touching  upon  all  points  which  come  in  any 
degree  under  the  domain  ol  turgery  at  the  present  day,  but  at  thu 
same  time  presenting  each  subjeit  plainly,  and,  what  is  equally  desir- 
able, coiiciaelff.  The  arrangement  is  what  it  should  be,  ihc  geneml 
aspect  of  every  department  first  being  inve^^tipa1ed,  then  tlic  pariio 
uhir.  Beginning  with  the  general  consideration  of  inflammation,  and 
the  mode  of  union  in  soft  partM,  tlie  student  is  led  on  to  the  study  of 
wounds,  dressings,  complications,  etc.,  and  thence  to  special  injuries 
and  injuries  of  special  parts.  The  author  docs  not  occupy  the  miiid 
of  ihe  btudent  with  theories  or  with  dtscussious  upon  disputed  points. 
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but  rererriQ;  him  ti  more  extensive  tfoatiaea  (reference  beiair  made 
to  over  lli.ee  tiuii<lre  I  and  fifty  difFerent  auLhors),  be  pas9>a  on  to  the 
practical  aspect  of  the  Bnbject  iu  hamt,  tims  emincntiv  littin^  it  for 
&  text-'mok ;  for  we  holH  that  the  HtmleaC  young  in  med-cine  is  not 
capable  of  weighing  evidence  on  questions  which  are  suojadice:  first, 
he  wants  to  know  the  facts  that  are  settled,  then  may  he  be  somewhat 
qnalified  to  sit  in  judgment  on  those  which  are  not. 

We  should  be  glad  to  notice  many  chapters  in  detail,  conld  we  do 
so  impartially;  if  we  consider  the  chapter  on  wounds,  we  note  its 
terseness  of  definition,  its  plainness  of  description,  and  its  apt  and 
well-executed  illustrations;  but  we  find  the  chapters  on  "Fractures 
and  Dislocations,"  on  "  Aneurism,"  on  "  Hernia,"  equally  so-  The 
anibor  introduces  tlie  book  as  "  an  attempt  to  represent  the  present 
condition  of  surgery  aa  it  la  practised  ia  this  county,  by  a  treatise 
which  shall  be  not  unworthy  to  rank  with  other  excellent  text-books  in 
use  in  our  schools."  We  can  only  say  the  "  attempt"  U  eminently 
successful,  and  its  rank  undoubted. 


Ad   iMTRODUCnoM    TO    PATROLOGT    AND    MoRBID     AnATOMT.      By   T. 

Henry  Green,  M.D.,  London.    Philadelphia:  Henry  C.  Lea.    1876. 

In  this  book  of  a  little  over  three  hundred  p^es,  there  is  ranch 
that  ia  interesting  and  instructive,  aiTungetl  in  such  a  way  as  to  ha 
easily  accessible.  The  introductory  chapter  contains  a  few  defini- 
tions, as  of  keaHh,  di>ieane,  nvXTition,  function,  and  some  remarks  on 
the  infiuence  of  the  blood  and  nervous  system  in  causing  disease. 
The^rsf  part  of  the  work  is  devoted  to  those  morbid  processes  char- 
acterizes) by  alterations  in  nutrition;  the  second,  to  those  in  which 
certain  changes  in  tha  blood-vessels  and  circulation  (inflammation) 
ar«  associated  with  altered  nutrition ;  the  thifU,  to  changes  in  the 
blood  and  circulation  alone.  The  first  chapter  treats  of  the  '-  cell," 
its  constitution  and  office  in  the  economy.  Then  follow  chapters  on 
arrest,  impairment,  and  increase  of  nutrition;  under  the  firgt  huad 
(arrest),  are  considered  general  or  systemic  death,  gangrene  or  neuro- 
ns, molecuUr  death  or  necrobiosis ;  under  the  second  (impairment), 
atropliy,  and  the  various  kinds  of  degeneration,  fatty,  amyloid,  calca- 
reous, eto. ;  under  the  third  (increase),  hy!>ertrophy  and  the  new  for- 
mations. The  second  part  of  ttie  book  treats  of  inflammation  in 
general,  and  then  of  the  inflammatory  aff  ctions  of  the  seveial  struc- 
tures, tissues,  and  organs  of  the  body.  The  third  part  (changes  in 
the  blood  and  circulation)  bus  some  excellent  chapters  on  thrombosis. 
embolism,  and  lenksemia.  The  clnsing  chapter  is  devoted  to  the 
preparation  and  mounting  of  specimens,  and  contains  enough  to 
enable  any  man  to  prepare  objects  for  the  microscope,  and  is  of  es- 
pecial value,  since  it  is  the  result  of  the  author's  large  experience. 

We  think  tlie  book  will  supply  a  want  long  felt  by  tbe  profession. 

The  publishers  deserve  great  credit  for  the  elegant  manner  in  which 
the  work  has  lieen  issued ;  the  paper  is  smooth  and  clear,  and  the 
letter-press  all  that  could  be  <le»ircd. 
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A  Ststf.h  of  Midwifekt.  By  Willjain  Ldiabman,  M.D.,  with  addi- 
tions by  John  S.  Purry,  M.D.  Second  American,  from  the  second 
and  revised  Engliiih  edition.    Philaiielpbis :  Heury  C.  Lea.     1879. 

To  find  RD  honorable  place  among  the  many  excellent  treatises 
upon  the  science  and  practice  of  midwifery  in  Togue  at  tlie  |»resent 
day,  a  book  must  present  more  tlian  ordinary  merit,  not  only  in  the 
accuracy  and  extent  of  the  subject  treated,  but  also  in  the  manner  of 
its  portrayal. 

Tliat  the  "  System  of  Midwifery,"  by  Dr.  Leishtaan,  possesaea  such 
merit  cannot  but  be  evident  to  any  one  who  examines  the  book.  The 
subject-matter,  embracing,  as  it  does,  the  most  recent  as  well  as  the 
older  ideas  and  theories,  is  Hystematicnlly  and  thoroughly  treated : 
the  style  is  plain,  concise,  and  pleasing  ;  the  illustrations  many  and 
apt.  Concerning  the  many  theoretical  points  which  for  the  present, 
are  to  be  considered  mbjudice,  I  he  author  briefly  presents  the  views 
of  various  obstetricians,  and  finally  his  own  conclusions.  Thus,  in  ref- 
erence to  the  point  whether  or  not  the  pelvic  articulations  are  capable 
of  any  degree  of  separation  during  parturition.  Dr.  Leishman  rerers 
to  Par^,  Levrct,  Smellie,  Geraud,  Matthew  Duncan,  and  others,  and 
finally  Slims  up  as  follows:  "From  these  and  other  facts  disclose<1 
up  to  the  present  time,  we  conclude  ;  lat.  That,  in  the  last  months  of 
pregnancy,  a  marked  relaxation  and  softening  of  the  pelvic  articuU- 
tions  takea  place.  2d.  That,  as  a  result  of  this  modillcation  of  struc- 
ture, an  increased  though  limited  mobility  is  permitted,  which  lends 
to  facilitate  labor.  3d.  Thnt  in  addition  to  the  movement  of  the 
sacrum  on  its  transverse  axis,  as  above  noted  (and  which  may  be 
considered  an  peculiar  to  the  human  species),  the  manner  in  which  the 
joints  yiald  is  probably  very  simiUir  to  what  obtains  in  the  case  of  the 
cow.  'Jhe  sacrum  acts  in  this  case  as  a  wedge,  separating  the  ossa 
innominata  and  causing  the  symphysis  to  open  with  a  hinge  motion, 
while,  during  the  violent  fiTorts  of  labor,  the  whole  sacrum  may  prob- 
ably be  driven  backwards  to  a  trifling  extent ;  separation  of  the  bones 
at  the  symphysis  is  occasionally  observed,  but  this  is  probably  the 
exception,  while  the  other  is  the  rule.  The  development  of  the  syno- 
vial membranes  seems,  when  taken  along  with  the  above  facta,  to 
warrant  the  conclusion  arrived  at  by  Lenoir,  '  that  the  articulations  of 
the  pelvis  proper  should  not  be  considered  as  am^Ai'-ariAroMs  but  as 
arthroses.' " 

The  chapter  on  "  Signa  of  Pregnancy"  treats  the  matter  in  an  ex- 
haustive manner,  giving  every  condition  or  phenomenon  that  is  usually 
reckoned  as  evidence  of  pregnancy,  and  its  recognized  merit.  He 
concludes  that  "  the  signs  of  pregnancy  consist,  then,  of  a  few  which 
are  certain,  and  of  a  considerable  number  which  are  probable  or  pre- 
aumptive.    The  certain  signs  are ;  — 

"  1.  The  sounds  produced  by  the  Pulsations  of  the  Foetal  Heart. 

"  2.  The  active  movements  of  the  child,  distinctly  felt  by  a  nk^ied 
perton. 

*'3.  The  passive  movements,  in  which  consists  the  aign  of  Ballotle- 
ment."  * 
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He  then  -presents  the  following  conveniently  arrangecl  table  showing 
the  signs  of  pregnancy  at  various  epochs :  — 
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The  chapters  on  "Duration  of  Pregnancy,"  "  Plnral  Pregnancies," 
an<\  '■  Diseases  of  Pregnancy,"  are  C<)nsi<lered -in  the  name  thorough 
and  syatrmalic  manner  as  the  one  ne  have  just  noticed  ;  bat  it  is  in 
those  portions  of  ihe  work  devoted  more  strictly  to  '■  operative  mid- 
wifery "  that  Dr.  Leishman  deserves  especial  credit  for  the  clearness, 
force,  and  perspicuity  with  whi<;h  hn  presents  the  subject.  The  topic 
of  "  Forceps  "  is  entered  into  minutely,  and  neither  care  nor  illastra- 
ttons  are  wanting  to  make  this  difBcult  matter  intelligible  to  the  stu- 
dent. In  tliis  chapter  Dr.  Parrv  ia  deservedly  worthy  of  merit  for  so 
clearly  explaining  the  introduction  of  the  forceps  in  the  dorsal  position 
as  is  most  common  in  this  country. 

The  latter  part  of  the  book  is  devoted  to  the  consideration  of  the 
disoHses  following  delivery,  and  treatment  of  the  new-bom  infant,  and 
presents  the  same  churacteri sties  noticed  iu  the  preceding  portions. 
As  a  whole,  we  consider  the  hook  a  most  admirable  one  and  especially 
serviceable  to  the  student. 

The  book  is  published  in  the  attractive  and  durable  manner  charac- 
teristic of  tlie  publisher. 


ITEMS  AND  EXTRACTS. 


CoMVFRSios  TO  HoM(KOPATnr  OP  Dr.  Felix  Anort.  —  M,  Dr. 
Felix  Andry,  furmer  chief  of  clinical  medicine  of  the  Faculty  of  Medi- 
cine, of  Piiria,  has  made  this  remarkable  profession  of  faith  :  — 

"  There  hits  come  lo  piiss  in  our  mctlical  world  a  fact,  Hhicli  would 
be  in  truth  very  strange  if  it  were  not  still  better  a  fact  of  considera- 
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ble  eminence,  ond  one  worthy,  in  my  opiaion,  of  more  interest  th&n 
is  generally  acci<rded  to  it.  By  tlie  side  of  our  ancient  medicine,  of 
that  tncdicine  that  the  experience  or  so  many  centuiies.  that  the 
authoiity  of  so  many  illustrious  names  has  Juiitly  sanctioned ;  of  tlint 
medicine,  which  every  day  rendeta  to  humnnity  so  much  undisputed 
(service,  and  shines  with  such  vivid  brtghtnesa  in  the  hands,  especially 
of  such  and  such  of  our  masters  of  whom  I  bava  elsewhere  spoken, 
and,  for  my  jiart,  all  of  whose  knowledge  and  practical  ability  I  am 
ready  to  proclaim  anew ;  by  the  side,  J  say,  of  this  traditional  medi- 
cine, or  rather  in  the  face  of  it.  a  rival  medicine  bos  sprung  up,  boldly 
drawn  up  standard  against  standard,  preaching  a  doctrine  diametri- 
cally opposed  to  its  teaching,  and  pretending  to  substitute  for  its 
arms,  which  they  style  murderous,  means  of  action  impalpable,  almost 
mystical,  and  which,  at  flrst  glance,  disgust  the  reason  and  border  on 
the  ridi<-nlous,  if  not  impossible." 

After  having  stigmatized  those  among  physicians  whom  he  supposes 
to  have  been  lead  to  embrace  Homoeopathy  from  pure  speculation.  Dr. 
Andry  continues,  "  Meanwhile,  among  the  defenders  of  Homaeopatby, 
some  masters,  better  qualified,  are  making  themselves  heard,  and  at 
their  appeal,  new  deseiteis  have  come  to  swell  their  ranks.  Every 
day  these  derections  are  repeated  and  multiplied ;  every  day  ancient 
medicine  sees  its  raniis  grow  tliin  ;  every  day,  finally  the  new  medi- 
cine, Bomosopatky,  if  it  must  be  called  by  that  name,  extends  and 
spreads  abroa<l  its  conquests. 

"  Of  this  march,  alow  but  constant,  of  this  Incessant  progress,  of 
these  conversions  to  the  medicine  of  Hahnemann,  operating  even  in 
tlie  bosom  itself  of  our  Kaculty,  even  among  those  considered  the 
most  distinguished  and  the  most  conscientious,  what  think  you,  if  not 
that  ai^aiently  all  in  this  doctrine  is  not  illusion  or  falsehood ;  that, 
under  appearances  antipathic  to  our  reasoning,  something  useful  and 
acceptable  lurks  without  doubt,  —  sometliing  having  a  ri([ht  to  the  In- 
1  esiigalion  ol  honpst  minds  and  to  the  sympathies  of  those  who  have 
no  other  interest  except  the  interest  of  the  good  and  the  true? 

"  .So,  on  my  own  account,  did  I  reason  calmly  with  myself,  my  dear 
brother,  when,  you  remember  it,  I  think,  the  entreaties  of  a  common 
Iriend  lead  me  to  receive  from  you  some  globules  of  a  medicine  (Acid. 
arf.),  to  combat  by  this  infinitesimal  medication  a  dysprweic,  long* 
lasting  bronchitis,  and  against  which  quite  a  nnmt>er  of  allopathic 
drugs  had  shown  titemselves  powerless. 

"  This  experimentation  sufllced  to  convince  me,  not  by  the  Iiencflt 
which  I  at  first  perceived,  liut — a  singular  thing  —  by  (he  illness  I  felt ; 
and  on  purpose,  little  believing  in  the  action  of  the  remedy,  instead 
of  quietly  leaving  a  little  space  between  the  doses,  I  swallowed  them 
one  after  the  other ;  but  this  time  I  was  no  more  a^  tlie  clinic  as  you 
know  ;  for,  quickly,  that  which  yon  call  a  hom<Bopathic  aggravation  and 
an  aggravation  the  most  pronounced,  punished  me  for  my  scepticism 
and  showed  me  that  I  had  taken  apparently  altogether  another  thing 
than  clear  water. 

"  Since  then,  five  or  six  years  of  clinical  observation,  either  in  the 
hospital  Satute  Margwrite,  during  the  fir^t  months,  ihcn  in  the  dis- 
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peiisarj  of  M.  Dr.L^on  Simon  the  jounger,  then  on  myself,  and  on  those 
around  me  and  elsewhere,  have  served  lo  convince  me  (aud  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  declare  it  frankly)  that  homoeopathic  medicines,  in  doses 
the  most  ordinarily  employed,  that  is  to  say,  even  in  the  thirtieth 
attenuation,  when  they  are  well  chosen  and  properly  arl ministered, 
act  manifestly  on  human  disease,  and  that,  in  this  action,  we  hav« 
very  frequent  confirmalion  of  the  asiqm  proposed  by  Hahnemann, 
'  Siinilia  similibun  cnrantur.' " —  Tramlated  from  'La  Remlutkm  JUedi- 
cule,'  April  15,  1876,  by  Jobs  L.  Coffik,  M.D. 

The  Eentcckt  Sboweb  of  Flesh.  —  It  appears  to  be  a  law  of 
nature  that  weeds  should  grow  with  flowers,  tares  with  corn,  and  that 
superstition  should  almost  touch  truth.  Showers  of  frogs,  of  fishes, 
of  bloody  rail]  and  snow,  have  frequently  occurred.  The  last  sensa- 
tion, however, —  "the  fall  of  flesh  in  Kentucky," — offers  some  features 
of  special  interest.  In  1 537,  while  Paracelsus  was  engaged  in  the  pro- 
duction of  his  "  elixir  of  life,"  he  came  across  a  very  strauge^lookiug 
vegetable  mass,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  "  nostoc." 

The  Kentuclcy  wonder  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than  the  "  nostoc" 
of  the  old  alchemist.  It  belongs  to  the  confervie,  and  consists  of 
translucent,  gelatinous  bodies  joined  t<^ether  by  threadlike  tubes  or 
seed-bearers.  There  are  about  fifty  species  of  this  singular  plant 
classified ;  two  or  three  kinds  have  been  found  in  a  fossil  state.  Like 
other  coufervEB,  the  nostoc  propagates  by  self-division  as  well  as  by 
seeds  or  sjKires.  When  these  spores  work  their  way  out  of  the  gelat- 
inous envelope  they  may  be  wafted  by  the  winds  here  and  there,  and 
be  carried  great  distances.  Wherever  they  may  fall,  and  find  con- 
genial soil,  namely,  dampness  or  recent  rain,  they  will  thrive  and 
spread  very  rapidly,  and  many  cases  are  recorded  where  they  have 
covered  miles  of  ground  in  a  few  hours  with  long  strings  of  nostoc. 
On  account  of  this  rapidity  of  growth  people  almost  everywhere 
believe  they  fall  from  the  clouds.  It  is  not  couflued  to  any  locality 
or  climate ;  sown  by  the  whirlwind,  carried  by  a  current  of  air,  in 
Deed  of  moisture  only  for  existence  and  support,  it  thrives  everywhere. 
Icebergs  afloat  amid  ocean  have  been  covered  with  it.  Id  New  Zea- 
land it  is  found  in  lai^e  masses  of  quaking  jelly,  several  feet  in  cir- 
cumference, and  covering  miles  of  damp  soil ;  and  in  our  own  country 
it  may  be  found  in  damp  wo»ds,  on  meadows,  and  on  marshy  or  even 
gravf  lly  bottom. 

All  the  noslocs  are  composed  of  a  semi-liqnid,  cellulose, and  vege- 
table proteine.  The  edible  nostoc  is  highly  valued  in  China,  where  it 
forms  an  essential  ingredient  of  the  etUble  bird-nest  soup.  The 
flosh  that  was  supi>osed  to  have  fallen  from  the  clouds  in  Kentucky 
{it  reached  New  York,  preserved  in  glycerine)  is  the  flesh-colored 
nostoc  {Noiitoc  camnum  of  the  botanist) ;  the  flavor  of  it  approaches 
triig  or  spring- chick  en  legs,  and  it  ts  greedily  devoured  by  almost  ail 
domestic  animals.  Such  supposed  "  showers  "  are  uot  rare,  and  are 
eniirely  in  harmony  with  natural  laws.  In  the  East  Indies  the  same 
nostoc  is  use<l  as  an  nppliontion  in  ulcers  and  scrofulous  diseases, 
while  every  nation  in  the  tlust  cousiderd  it  nourishing  aud  palatable, 
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and  uses  it  even  tot  food  when  dried  by  san-heat.  —  Leopold  Brak- 
DKia,  in  Sanitarian. 

Comm  Jails  and  ALHsRouaBS.  —  In  what  we  have  to  say  of  these 
COUDty  institutioDB,  it  should  be  understood  that  we  merely  summarize 
the  facts  from  hundreds  of  reports  from  every  portiou  of  the  Union. 
The  abuses  are  not  peculiar  to  any  one  State  or  even  division  of  ihe 
country :  they  belong  to  the  old  and  the  new  States,  though  they  are 
perhaps  moat  glaring  in  the  new. 

Beginning  with  the  almshouses,  we  are  compelled  to  say  that  till 
within  three  or  four  years  no  abodes  of  so-ealled  charity  wei-e  ever 
such  dwellings  of  unmitigated  misery  as  the  county  poorbouaes  of  the 
United  States.  The  fii'st  consideration  of  any  wise  legisliition  on 
paaperism  is  to  prevent  its  transmission  and  inheritance.  The  philo- 
sophical principle  which  plays  so  important  a  part  in  the  Darwinian 
apecnlntions,  and  which  must  guide  all  eystemsof  claai«ificaiion,of  the 
reduplicated  power  of  inheritance  in  each  new  generation,  is  equally 
tmein  human  afiairs.  The  second  and  third  generation  of  a  pauper 
and  vicious  family  contain  tendencies  to  degeneracy,  to  physical  and 
moral  evil,  which  have  increased  in  geomttrical  ratio,  and  which  (if 
they  do  not  utlerly  destroy  the  mental  and  bodily  powers)  become 
almost  unconquerable  by  any  humane  or  moral  inSuencea.  Accord- 
ingly, the  first  object  of  scientific  legislation  in  regard  to  the  depend- 
ent and  vicious  citisses  should  be  to  bi  eak  them  up,  and  prevent  trans- 
miBsion  of  their  habits  and  weaknesses.  The  niral  almshouse,  under 
the  system  which  has  prevailed  here,  has,  on  the  other  hand,  been  a 
nursery  and  propayation-bed  of  pauperism  and  weakness.  The  pau- 
per mother  ia  brought  there  for  the  birth  of  her  first  child.  The  child 
grows  up  and  is  trained  and  educated  theie  ;  her  companions  are  per- 
sona of  the  worst  habits  and  character ;  she  is  stamped  with  both  her 
inherited  weakness  and  with  acquired  tendencies  and  ways  of  life 
peculiar  to  the  place  ;  she  in  her  turn  becomes  early  a  mother  of  an 
illegilimate  child,  —  and  so  the  vicious  line  begins  and  is  transmitted, 
niitil  we  have  such  terrible  facts  in  criminal  inheritances  as  have  a;)- 
peared  recently  in  the  history  of  a  certain  unhappy  "Margaret, 
Mother  of  Criminals,"  in  Ulster  County,  New  York,  where  a  family 
line  is  discovered  made  up  of  more  than  seven  hundred  criminals  and 
paupers. 

In  most  alrosbonses  of  the  United  States  children  are  kept  with  old 
offenders  or  mature  paupers  and  vagrants,  and  the  poorhouse  becomes 
naturally  a  nursery  of  pauperism.  In  very  few  of  them  are  the  chil- 
dren taught  or  brought  under  any  elevating  influences.  But  almost 
worse  than  the  condition  of  the  children  is  that  of  the  unhappy  crea- 
tures bereft  of  reason.  Of  all  spectacles  of  human  misery  which  the 
light  of  day  looks  upon,  we  suppose  that  of  the  lunatics  in  American 
almshoue<'8  is  the  most  pitiable.  Unlike  many  sufferers  under  the 
gTfat  evils  of  society,  they  are  often  persons  who  have  been  in  better 
circumstances,  and  who  must,  in  their  dim  way,  feel  and  see  the  abuses 
of  their  treatment.  In  the  country  poorhouses  they  are  tieated  as 
lunatics  were  a  hundred  years  ago  in  Eutope.    They  are  chained,  put 
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in  oages,  beaten,  kept  in  dark'  holes,  without  Qro,  often  naked,  their 
food  reached  to  them  iw  to  beasts,  their  clothes  seldom  changed,  with- 
oot  bediling,  except  straw,  left  in  their  own  Hlth  and  eaten  by  para- 
siics.  TItis  horrible  treatment,  it  should  be  understood,  was  (till 
within  th['ce  years)  common  in  many  of  our  states,  and  is  still  tlie  faut 
in  the  majority. 

The  writer  has  known  a  lunatic  who  was  kept  flftnen  yearn  in  an 
outhouse  on  Staien  Island,  in  so  narrow  a  place  that  his  flexor  muaeles 
became  permanently  stiffened ;  another,  a  womao,  who  was  conllned 
with  chains  in  a  elate  of  nudity  for  ten  years;  another,  a  man,  chained 
in  a  cage  for  thirteen  years,  in  a  frightful  stale;  and  so  of  many 
others,  kfpt  in  almshouses  and  treated  with  similar  neglect  and 
apparent  cruelty.  Such  instances  can  be  found  all  over  the  country. 
One  singular  and  horrible  result  of  the  condition  of  rural  poorhouses 
throughout  the  Union  is,  that  the  lunatic  and  half-witted  women  not 
unfrequently  become  mothers  in  these  places,  an<l  a  new  and  unnatural 
progeny  begins,  —  the  offspring  of  lunacy  and  crime,  of  epilepsy  and 
vagrancy.  —  Nati-mt  Marck  23,  1876. 

Allopathic  Expbriuehts  with  Jaborandi.  — Jaborandi,  according 
to  Dr.  S.  Centriho,  who  look  the  first  specimen  to  Paris,  where  Ihe  drug 
has  been  largely  used,  is  the  product  of  a  shrub  which  grows  in  the 
interior  of  some  provinces  in  the  north  of  Brazil,  the  leaves  of  whicb 
somewhat  resemble  those  of  the  bay-tree.     .     .     . 

Mr.  Martindale,  who  first  introduced  the  drue  to  the  notice  of  Eng- 
lish physicians,  swallowed  ulwut  fifty  grains  of  the  powdered  leaf  in  an 
infusion,  and  in  fifteen  minutes  he  sweated  proftiscty  and  had  an  exces- 
sive flow  of  saliva.  These  effects  gradually  increased.  In  about  half  an 
hour  after  taking  the  drug  the  vision  became  curiously  effected.  Dis- 
tant vision  was  obscured,  although  vision  for  reading  or  near  objects 
was  quite  good.  Sixteen  ounces  of  distinctly  alkaline  saliva  were 
collected  in  a  few  hours,  and  the  sweating  was  so  great  as  to  soak  the 
bedcloihea. 

Gabler  finds  the  drug  inci-cases  the  bronchial  secretions,  and  ftir- 
theraoserts  that  it  sometimes  cnuses  rliarrhcea. 

Ringer  and  Gould,  in  The  fVacirtfonfr,  confirm  these  statements, 
with  the  exception  of  that  relating  to  the  diarrhoea,  and  draw  attentioo 
to  the  influence  of  this  drug  on  temperature  and  pulse.  During  the 
sweating,  they  found  that  the  temperature  fell  about  one  degree, 
the  reduction  persisting  for  the  rest  of  the  day ;  and  that  the  lowest 
temperature  was  i-eached  about  one  hour  and  a  half  after  the  adrainis- 
Inition  of  the  drug.  In  one  case  the  fall  began  immediately,  in 
another  case,  in  forty  minutes,  and  in  another  instance  in  eighty  min- 
utes.. In  each  experiment  the  pulse  became  considerably  quicker,  the 
increase  varying  from  forty  to  fifty  beats,  the  beats  being  quickest  in 
from  forty-five  to  eighty  minutes  after  the  dose.  The  quickened 
pulse  continued  more  than  four  hours.  In  one  lad  with  imermittent 
pulse  the  medicine  entirely  removed  this  irregularity.  The  drug 
often  produced  nausea  or  sickness,  which  occurred  two  or  thret?  hours 
after  taking  it ;  it  also  occasioned  considerable  drowsiness,  the  lads 
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fulling  asleep  daring  the  obaervations.  Flusbing  of  tlie  fnce  was 
noticed  only  when  Bweating  occurred,  and  in  a  ehori  time  the  Hushing 
was  succeeded  by  njarked  pallor,  ateompanicd  by  some  prostnition. 

U.  Albert  Robio  points  out,  that  in  addition  to  the  sweating  and 
salivation,  the  Uchrvmal  and  nasal  aecretiona  are  iuereaNed,  and  asserts 
that  i'efore  and  during  the  sweating  tbe  temperature  lises  more  than 
IVom  1°  to  S°F.  and  then  becomes  nonnal ;  and  that  after  the  sweating 
ihe  temperature  falls  more  than  from  1°  to  2°  K.,  and  the  depreHeiun 
lasts  for  a  duy  or  two.  Sphygmt^rapbic  tracings  taken  at  different 
stipes  of  the  experiment  proved  that  during  sweating  jaboiandi  pro- 
duced very  notaUe  diminution  of  vascular  tension.  After  tbe  cesea- 
tion  of  tlie  sweating  the  pulse  waa  much  lowered.  Drs.  Ringer  and 
Gould  formed  their  last  conclusions  ( The  Lancet,  January  30)  on 
thirty-seven  careful  observations,  twenty  on  adults,  ftam  twenty  to 
forty-five,  and  seventeen  on  children  between  three  and  ten  years  of 
age.  To  tbe  ailults  tbey  gave  sixty  giaina :  to  the  children,  thirty, 
and  cometimes  6ixly.  They  conclude  that  come  of  M.  Robin's  stati- 
iiients  are  inncourale.  Thus,  curiously  enough,  children  are  very  little 
afftcLed  by  this  diug. 

'I  hey  adminihteied  generally  thirty,  sometimes  sixty,  grains, (living 
both  the  solution  and  the  dregs ;  and  jet  this  do»e  often  failed  to  pro- 
duce any  effect.  In  two  cases  only  was  the  sweating  abiimtant;  in 
eight  it  was  slight  —  in  most,  very  alight,  mskin^  the  skin  only  a  lit- 
tle moist,  and  in  seven  cases  it  excited  no  peiei>iraiion.  Salivation 
was  generally  absent  and  never  more  than  to  make  the  moulli  rather 
moister  than  uiiUttl.  There  was  vtry  little  flushing  of  ibe  face,  and 
this  occurred  only  when  perspiration  was  induced.  The  pulse  was  but 
eiightty  increased  in  frequency,  from  ten  to  sixteen  beats,  and  this 
only  when  the  remedy  acted  on  the  skin.  When  the  pulse  waa  quick 
(and  severalof  these  children  were  convalescent  and  weak)  the  pulse 
was  still  less  influeuced  and  sometimes  even  fell.  When  the  akin  was 
rendered  moist  the  temperature  generally  fell,  the  fall  varying  from 
0.6°  to  2°  F.  In  eight  of  these  cases  it  is  noted  that  the  child  vomited 
usually  two  hours  after  the  adiuiuiatralion  of  the  drug,  but  sometimes 
sooner.  Occasionally,  the  vouitincr  was  repeated  three  times.  When 
the  vomiting  was  long  d<tlayed  none  of  the  dregs  of  the  medicine  wem 
rejected.  Many  of  Ihe  children  were  nleepy  during  the  stale  of 
depression.  In  no  instance  were  the  bowels  affected,  nor  did  the  med- 
icine excite  any  cough. 

In  the  twenty  obseivaiious  made  on  eighteen  adults  the  perspira- 
tion in  every  case  but  two  was  most  pi;<>fu8e,  amounting  in  one  exper- 
iment to  twenty-seven  ounces,  [n  one  case  ouly  the  pulse  wus 
uniidected,  though  there  was  marked  perspiration.  In  the  rest  the 
pulse  was  quickened  from  twelve  to  forty  beats,  the  average  being 
twenty  beats  per  minute;  the  average  increased  frequency  lasting 
two  hours  and  a  half. 

The  temperature  was  taken  in  nine  cases :  in  every  in3taac«  it  fell 
<Iuring  the  sweating ;  the  fall  varying  from  0  4°  to  1  4°,  the  average 
being  0.9°,  and  lasting  from  one  hour  and  a  quarter  to  four  hours  and 
a  hair,  then  reaching  the  point  observed  before  Uie  medicine  was  given. 
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In  onetnatance  only  did  the  temperatiire  riM,  and  then  only  to04', 
the  rise  lusting  a  very  short  time.  Id  half  the  caw  i,  slight  ooiigh,  due 
to  increused  hrouchial  Recvetion,  ntts  noticed,  but  was  alwuys  slit^U 
In  no  instance  did  the  medicine  relax  the  bowels  ;  so  that  its  action  on 
the  intPSlinal  mucous  membrane  must  be  slight.  In  one  half  tbe 
CHsea  the  patients  became  decidedly  slei-py,  this  occurring  durinz  tJia 
pallor,  one,  two,  or  three  hours  after  the  administration  of  the  drag. 
A  sensation  of  sickness,  and  sometimes  of  decided  nausea,  occurred  in 
two  thirds  of  the  cases ;  in  several  cases  the  sight  was  decidedlj 
aETected. 

Mr.  Martindale  prepared  for  these  observers  an  extract  dissolved 
in  glycerine,  which  they  inti'oduced  into  one  eye  of  thirty-one  persoDs, 
In  nineteen  cases  the  pupil  became  decidedly  contracted,  the  amount 
of  contraction  varying,  in  some  being  slight,  in  others  being  redoeed 
by  one  third ;  In  two  instances  to  one  half.  The  pupil  acted  bIde- 
gishly  in  eleven  cases.  In  a  few  liours  the  contraoLed  pupil  regained 
its  natural  size ;  but  in  one  case  the  contraction  was  noticed  twenty 
hours  after  the  application.  In  eleven  cases  complaint  was  made  of 
puin  over  the  pubes,  generally  accompanied  by  a  strong  desire  to  pass 
water,  which  afforded  relief.  A  good  deal  of  trembling,  especially  of 
the  upper  extremities,  followed  iu  two  instances  after  the  administra- 
tion. One  man  complained  of  much  throbbing  of  tbe  head  the  day 
following  the  experiment.  Many  patients  complained  of  alteroately 
feeling  Lot  and  cold  or  chilly. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  leam  that  in  several  cases  a  tincture  from  tlie 
leaves,  and,  in  one  case,  an  extract  made  from  the  tincture,  were  eqoslly 
ellicacious  as  an  infusion  with  the  dregs ;  from  which  we  may  concltirte 
that  the  active  principle  is  not  the  oil  contained  so  abundantly  in  tbs 
leaves. 

Mr.  John  Tweedy,  finding  the  statements  as  to  the  effects  of  jabn- 
randi  on  the  vision  conflicting,  made  a  set  of  experiments  on  hiouelf, 
ft-om  wliich  he  concludes  that  Jaborandi  applied  locally  to  the  eve 
causes  — 

1.  Contraction  of  the  pnpil. 

2.  Tension  of  the  accommodative  apparatus  of  the  eye  with  approxi- 
mation of  Ihe  nearest  and  farthest  points  of  distinct  vision. 

3.  Amblyopic  impairment  of  vision  from  diminished  sensibility  of 
the  retina. 

These  effects  however  do  not  last  long.  In  his  case  the  approx^ 
nation  of  tbe  near  and  far  points  of  distinct  vision  declared  itself  in 
quarter  of  an  hour  and  reached  its  maximum  in  about  forty  minuies- 
It  then  gradually  subsided  and  entirely  passed  off,  and  the  eye 
resumed  its  normal  state  in  about  an  hour  and  a  half.  —  AiuAv^ 
Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery. 

PERSONAL. 

8  removed  to  107  OTarreU  Street 
DiBD.  —  Dn.  W.  L.  Clivklaho,  of  Atlanta,  Georgia,  died  M«j  20,  ISiB. 
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SIMPLE   REMEDIES  IN  OBSTINATE  CASES. 

BT   C.    WE8SBLHOEFT,  H.D. 

The  folIowtDg  cases  are  iDtended  aa  an  illustratioD  that  the 
vale  of  similars  holds  good  in  very  severe  cases,  and  that  a 
great  and  salutary  effect  is  often  produced  by  medicines  which 
are  often  neglected  on  account  of  their  eituplicity  and  sup- 
posed want  of  energetic  action. 

I.  A  women  aged/orty,  of  excellent  development  and  good 
health,  became  subject  to  uterine  hemorrhage,  preceded  by 
cessation  of  mouses  for  a  month  or  two.  Such  attacks  had 
occurred  several  times  in  the  course  of  a  year,  and  may  have 
been  owing  to  the  commencement  of  the  climacteric  age, 
though  the  physical  and  mental  condition  of  the  patient  coun- 
ter-indicated such  un  inference.  On  the  ISith  of  May,  '75,  she 
was  again  attacked  with  hemorrhage,  which  proved  very  obsti- 
nate ;  lasting  with  brief  intermissions  till  May  30,  at  which  time 
the  case  presented  the  following  symptoms :  constant  oozing 
from  the  vagina  of  dark,  or  brownish-red  discharge,  resembling 
lochial  blood,  of  intolerable  odor;  occasionally  this  flow  was 
interrupted  by  gushes  of  bright-red  blood,  followed  for  a  day 
or  two  by  discharges  of  clots,  which  gradually  diminished  in 
size,  and  at  length  gave  way  to  the  offensive  ichorous  dis- 
charge again.  Digital  and  occular  examination  revealed  only 
slight  enlargement  and  some  induration  of  the  neck  of  the  womb. 
The  uterine  sound  showed  some  enlargement  of  the  utctiue 
cavity.  During  the  examination,  the  odor  of  the  discharge 
was  most  overpowering,  resembling  that  of  advanced  stage  of 
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cancer,  and  leading  to  a  strong  auspicion  of  the  existence  of 
malignant  disease. 

Creosote  and  Crocus  were  of  no  avail,  and  on  the  12th  of 
May,  she  received  a  dose  of  Chamomilla,  Z^  cent,  dil.,  oue 
drop  in  one  half  goblet  of  water,  a  teaspoonful  every  three 
hours.  From  that  time,  there  was  a  decided  improvemeat ;  the 
discharge  and  odor  disnppeared  by  the  second  day  entirely, 
and  did  not  return.  The  patient,  who  had  been  confined  to  bed 
from  weakness,  soon  was  al>Ie  to  be  up  and  about,  and  has  men- 
struated quite  regularly  ever  since. 

II.  The  same  medicine  soon  afterwards  proved  its  great 
usefulness  in  a  ver}*  different,  though  much  more  striking  case  : 

A  woman  aged  about  fifty-five,  who  was  spending  the  sum- 
mer at  the  seaside,  had  been  tro^ibled  for  three  weeks  with 
most  violent  cramps  of  the  flexor  muscles  of  the  legs.  These 
cramps  came  on.  every  night,  beginning  at  the  feet,  and  extend- 
ing upwards  to  the  hips,  involving  both  legs,  and  causing  most 
intense  agony.  The  least  motion  brings  on  an  attack  at  night 
in  bed ;  every  breath  of  air  or  coolness  ot|  the  bed  has  the  same 
effect,  producing  fearful  cramps.  To  avoid  these  causes,  she 
wears  heavy  winter  stockings  all  night,  and  covers  her  legs 
with  heavy  pillows  and  blankets,  to  ward  off  the  attack,  which 
makes  her  perfectly  helpless  while  it  lasts  ;  at  other  times  she 
has  much  twitching  and  coldness  on  the  dorsal  portion  of  her 
feet. 

This  state  of  health  followed  an  attack  of  cholera,  and  dates 
from  that  time.  The  cholera,  again,  was  preceded  for  three 
months  by  intense  itching  of  both  legs  from  the  feet  to  the  hips. 
The  itching  was  so  violent  as  to  cause  her  "  to  tear  herself  to 
pieces  with  scratching,"  especially  at  night  when  retiring. 

The  prescription  consisted  in  four  drops  of  Chamomilla,  S*", 
upon  sacch.  1.,  each  powder  to  be  dissolved  in  half  a  goblet  of 
.  water,  and  a  teaspoonful  to  he  taken  every  three  hours.  This 
was  CD  July  8.  A  week  later,  the  lady  came  to  report  great 
improvement.  The  first  night  after  beginning  with  the  medi- 
cine the  cramps  were  perceptibly  less;  she  soon  needed  no 
more  pillows  or  blankets.  In  another  week  she  was  quite  well 
of  the  cramp ;  the  violent  itching  had  dimiuished  very  much. 
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and  wsn  lessening  every  day.  For  this  reoinnnt,  Jikus,  20""  was 
prescribed,  and  the  patient,  who  was  well  pleased  with  the 
result  so  far,  promised  to  report  in  a  week  if  there  was  no  fur- 
ther improvement.  I  have  no  doubt  she  would  have  kept  her 
word  had  she  needed  more  medicine,  which  did  not  seem  to 
hAve  been  the  case. 


EUPHRASIA  IN  PARALYSIS  N.  OC.  MOT. 

BT   QEO.    S.   KORTON,  U.D.,    VKW   TOBK    CITT. 

Peter  V.,  ao;.e  52,  dark  complexion,  laborer,  was  sent  to  me, 
at  N.  y.  Ophthalmic  Hospital,  by  Dr.  McNeil,  of  Jersey  City, 
for  treatment  of  his  eye,  on  March  29,  1875. 

The  following  brief  history  was  obtained  ;  Five  days. ago  he 
found  upon  awakening  in  the  morning  that  everything  appeared 
double  to  him.  This  continued  through  the  day,  the  double  im- 
ages becoming  fartherand  farther  separated,  until  soon  he  noticed 
that  the  upper  lid  began  to  droop,  when  he  became  alarmed,  \ 
and  applied  for  relief.  The  only  cause  found,  from  which  this 
trouble  could  have  originated,  was  exposure  to  cold  and  wet, 
which  the  nature  of  his  work  made  necessary.  He  had  been 
troubled  with  rheumatism,  but  nut  at  the  present  time.  No 
syphilitic  symptoms  could  be  detected  ;  bad  been  troubled  with 
no  headache,  and  seemed  to  be  in  excellent  health  generally. 

Status proRsens.  Right  eye  was  normal  and  vision  equal  to 
1^,  Hm.  =  j^jj.  Left  eye,  complete  ptosis,  no  action  at  all  in 
the  levator  of  the  upper  lid.  Upon  raising  the  lid,  the  eye- 
ball waa  seen  turned  far  outwards,  and  no  amount  of  exertion 
could  turn  it  inward  beyond  the  median  line.  On  attempting 
to  move  it,  a  slight  rotary  movement  downward  and  outward 
was  perceived,  showing  that  the  superior  oblique  still  retained 
its  activity.  The  pupil  was  widely  dilated  and  ciliary  muscle 
wholly  paralyzed,  as  shown  from  the  high  degree  of  presby- 
opia. The  refracting  media  were  clear  and  fundus  normal. 
Vision  was  only  ^g,  on  account  of  the  hyperopic  structure  of 
the  eye,  but  could  be  made  perfect  with  proper  convex  glasses. 
Diplopia  was  present  in  the  right  field  of  vision  and  in  the 
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centre.  The  symptoms  all  pointed  to  totnl  paralysis  ff  the 
third  pair  of  nerves.  Caust.^  was  giveo,  and  the  daily  use  of 
electricity  advised. 

May  1.  Can  eee  no  change  in  the  condition  of  the  eye 
since  last  date,  now  over  one  month.  During  this  time  he  has 
had  the  electricity  applied  nearly  every  day,  and  has  been 
tailing  steadily  either  Canst,  or  Rhus  toz.,  in  both  high  and  low 
potencies.  At  one  time  commencing  paralysis  of  the  ciliary 
muscle  of  the  fight  eye  made  its  appearance,  but  under  the  use 
of  Jikus  iox.^  it  disappeared.  To-day  I  find  a  slight  catarrhal 
condition  of  right  eye;  conjunctiva  a  little  red;  eye  smarts 
and  feels  as  if  there  was  something  in  it,  especially  in  the 
morning;  agglutinated  mornings,  and  an  occasional  film  before 
the  eye  (right),  relieved  temporarily  by  winking.  Electricity 
continued  and  Euphrasia?"  given  internally,  three  times  a  day. 

May  8.  Catarrhal  condition  of  right  eye  relieved.  Noticed 
after  taking  the  second  dose  of  Euphrasia  that  he  could  raise  the 
paralyzed  lid  a  little,  now  opens  the  eye  half-way  ;  pupil  normal 
and  is  beginning  to  turn  the  eye  iuwards.     Continue  treatment. 

May  15.  Opens  the  eye  well  and  apparently  has  good  con- 
trol over  all  the  muscles,  supplied  by  the  third  pair,  though 
etill  sees  double  at  certain  points.     Eepeat. 

June  7.  Is  entirely  well,  no  diplopia  and  complete  res- 
toration of  power  lo  the  nerve.  Discharged  from  further 
treatment. 

REHABKS. 

Euphrasia  is  a  remedy  which  lias  not  been  very  thoroughly 
proven,  but  from  it«  symptomatology  already  known  one  would 
not  think  of  its  use  in  paralysis  of  the  nerves,  and  I  do  not  think 
there  is  another  case  reported  in  our  homceopathic  literature 
where  it  has  been  used  with  benefit.  But  here  we  have  a  case 
where  there  is  very  little  doubt  regarding  the  efficacy  of  this 
drug.  Some  miiy  chtim  that  the  cure  was  due  to  the  Electricity, 
for  that  is  a  very  important  element  in  the  treatment  of  this 
class  of  cases.  If  bo,  why  did  not  Electricity  prove  beneficial 
before  ?    It  waa  used  over  a  mouth  with  no  effect  whatever. 
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UDtil  Euphrasia  was  given,  when  the  patient  experienced  imme- 
diate relief.  Now  it  must  be  a  wonderful  coincidence  if  the 
credit  of  the  cure  is  due  to  Electricity.  Agaiu  we  know  that 
these  cases,  uometimes,  not  often  though,  recover  if  let  alone. 
But  are  the  probabilities  in  favor  of  this  assumption  7  No,  I 
think  not ;  its  duration,  its  course,  and  its  termination,  alt  argue 
against  such  an  hypothesis.  We  are  therefore  left  to  ascribe 
the  credit  of  the  cure  to  Euphrasia,  and  it  only  remains  now  to 
prove  the  trnth  of  this  assertion  by  its  trial  in  simitar  cases, 
and  the  report  of  such  trials.  I  think  that  it  will  only  prove 
serviceable  in  those  cases  caused  from  exposure  to  cold  or  wet. 
The  symptom  which  led  me  to  give  .this  remedy  iu  the  above 
case  was  the  simple  and  unimportant  one  of  "blurring  of  the 
eyes  relieved  by  winking,"  which  it  will  nearly  always  relieve. 


CURE    OF    THEOMBOSIS   OF   THE    AXILLARY   VEIN  BY 
ARNICA. 

BT   DR.  W.   SOBQK,  BEBLIH,  FRttSSIA. 

(_Traiulai€d  from  fllr»cfter«  ZefWeftr /.  Bom.  Kltn.,  March  15, 1875.) 
Mh.  S.,  bank  official,  cet.  52,  a  tall,  spare  man,  always 
in  good  health  with  the  exception  of  occasional  attacks  of  hemi- 
crania,  very  active  and  zealous  in  business,  complained  on  the 
20th  November,  1874,  of  oppression  in  the  chest  and  slight 
dyspnoea,  which  symptoms  had  already  troubled  him  for  a 
fortnight.  As  an  examination  of  the  chest  elicited  nothing 
aboormal,  I  gave  Bry.^  gtts.  6,  three  times  daily. 

Nov.  26.  Impulse  of  heart  in  the  fifth  intdrcostul  space; 
first  sound  of  heart  unclear  at  apex ;  uo  dilatation  of  heart ; 
some  slight  oppression  of  the  cheat  still  remaining,  otbervrise 
muuh  better. 

Dec.  9.  Bight  arm  and  band  swollen,  with  bluish  discolor- 
ation of  eight  days'  standing;  the  veins  stand  out  prominently, 
without  pain.  The  precise  location  aud  cause  of  the  stoppage 
of  the  venous  circulation  cannot  yet  be  determined.  Gave 
Pttls.'  gtts.  6,  three  times  daily,  guided  by  the  well-kuown 
relation  of  this  drug  to  the  veins. 
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Dec.  16.  The  arm  much  swollen  and  cool;  the  axillary 
vein  can  be  felt  aa  &  thick  cord  ;  distinct  thrombosis  of  axillary- 
vein.  For  the  iiiflammalion  of  this  vein  I  gay^Bell.^  gtts.  6, 
to  be  taken  every  three  hours  in  water. 

Dec.  1^.  The  arm  ia  leus  swollen,  but  still  cool,  and  the 
cutnneouB  veina  much  distended ;  along  one  of  these  runs  a 
much  discolored  stripe  of  eccliymosis.  The  veins  of  the  integ- 
ument over  the  pectonilis  major  to  the  clavicle  very  prominent, 
and  the  region  of  the  axillary  and  subclavian  veins  sensitive  to 
pressitre;  pulse  60,  regular;  the  second  sound  of  the  heart 
strikingly  feeble  in  the  second  intercostal  space ;  at  the  apex 
both  sounds  perfectly  clear.  No  rigor.  Bell.''  gtts.  5,  every 
three  hours. 

Dec.  22.  Severe  pains  aa  from  bruises  behind  the  elbow, 
with  bluish-red  spots  over  the  arm ;  pulse  64.  Arnica  *  gtts.  5, 
every  three  hours  ;  selected  for  its  known  affinity  for  the  venous 
system,  and  with  the  object  of  hastening  the  reabsurption  of 
the  thrombi. 

During  the  use  of  the  arnica  the  pains  about  the  elbow  not 
only  subsided  within  a  few  days,  but  the  swelling  of  the  axil- 
lary vein  also  diminished  steadily,  so  that  it  could  not  be 
detected  on  the  25th  of  January.  The  arm,  at  the  same  time, 
grew  smuller  and  smaller  from  week  to  week,  until,  by  Jan.  25, 
it  measured  less  than  its  fellow,  with  but  very  little  turgescence 
of  the  cutaneous  veins,  and  entire  disappearance  of  the  cold- 
ness and  stifiiiess,  which  left  behlud  only  a  slight  feeling  of 
weakness  in  the  fingers.  The  sound  of  the  pulmonary  artery 
valves  in  the  second  intercostal  space  gradually  assumed  its 
normal  strength,  so  that  I  could  consider  the  tlirombosis  entirely 
cured  by  the  25th  of  January. 

Whether  or  not  the  subclavian  and  axillary  vein  again  became 
pervious,  I  am  not  able  to  state  ;  but  it  is  somewhat  remarkable 
that  a  tense  nerve  branch  could  be  felt  at  the  posterior  wall  of 
the  axilla,  like  a  knitting  needle,  and  much  more  proroiaent 
than  uu  the  left  side.  The  muscular  tissue  of  the  affected  arm 
was  still  wasted  and  somewhat  flabby. 

lu  order  to  guard  against  the  detachment  of  portions  of  the 
thrombosis  and  consequent  embolism  of  the  lungs,  I  directed 
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the  arm  to  be  worn  quietly  in  a  sling,  and  omitted  all  wrapping 
up  or  bundling  of  the  arm  in  tho  early  stages,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent a  strong  btood-current  in  the  a&ected  veins.  From  the  4th 
to  the  13th  of  Junuary,  I  bad  the  hand  and  forearm  bandaged ; 
after  that  it  was  left  free. 

I  attribute  to  the  arnicit  the  rapid  remoral  of  this  dangerous 
affection  without  breaking  down  or  suppuration  of  the  throm- 
bus and  without  embolism. 

Tbe  only  remaining  difficulty  was  a  rheumatio  pain  in  the 
muscles  of  the  upper  arm  and  shoulder,  which  forced  the 
piitient  out  of  bed  at  night,  and  to  sit  upright  on  his  sofa, 
while  during  the  day  nothtug  more  than  slight  painfulness  was 
felt  during  backward  motiuus  of  the  arm.  This  very  annoying 
pain  disappeared  quickly  under  the  use  of  lihus  tox  3"*.  For 
some  slight  muscular  pains  in  the  shoulder,  brought  on  by 
wearing  a  heavy  cloak,  or  when  the  patient  has  been  lying  on 
the  right  side,  I  am  giving  no  medicine,  as  I  hope  to  see  all 
these  sequels  disappear  by  tbe  improved  nourishment  of  the 
arm  and  by  strengtheuiug  the  muscles  by  regular  exercise. 


LECTURES  ON  MATERIA  MEDICA  AT  THE  LONDON 
HOMCEOPATHIC  HOSflTAL. 

BT  DB.    BICHABD  BdOHKS. 

(.fVom  Monlhlif  HomceopatMe  Bevtevi,  July  1,  1876.) 
Lectubb  XV.  —  Mat  18. 
GiNCBOHA.  —  We  have  given  a  rather  ftill  abstract  of  the  lecture  on 
tbis  important  and,  so  far  as  homoeopathy  is  concerned,  historically 
interesting  substance,  because  it  shows  how  thoroughly  the  most  re- 
cent ectentiflc  investigations  can  not  only  be  advant^eoualy  utilized 
by  the  homupathist,  but  how  thoroughly  they  BU|>port  the  homoso- 
patbic  theory  of  drug  selections.  It  further  demonstrates,  In  a  very 
clear  manner,  the  necessity  of  individualizing  nascs  from  a  general 
pathological  point  of  view,  and  shows  how  im[)08siblB  it  is  to  use  any 
drug  indiscriminately  in  a  series  of  cases  having  only  one  general 
feature  in  common.  The  modus  operandi  and  sphere  of  action  of 
quinine  as  a  Ionic  was  exceedingly  well  explained  and  supported  by 
the  mvestigation  of  the  experiments  of  Briquet  and  Binz.  Eiupir- 
ioally,  quinine  baa  been  held  to  be  a  tonic  in  all  forms  of  weakness. 
If  the  antipathic  theory  is  correct,  the  experiments  of  the  French  and 
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German  obBcrvers  prove  that  it  la  no  tonic  at  all.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  tlie  homceopatliic  theory  of  Arufi;  sdection  is  tlie  true  one,  theae 
expLTiments  afford  it  support,  and  ihey  also  endorse  Hahnemann's 
iniiivtdcialization  of  the  kind  of  cases  in  which  cincbona  is  a  "  tonic." 
We  would  gladly  have  given  a  fuller  report  of  this  most  interesting, 
instructive,  and  suggestive  lecture,  had  circumstances  enabled  us  to  do 
so.     It  is  one  of  the  best  Dr.  Hughes  has  delivered  during  the  session. 

After  Bome  introductory  remarks  on  the  provings  of  cinchona,  and 
giving  an  estimate  of  their  value,  Dr.  Hughes  passed  to  the  con- 
sideration of  its  physiologicrd  action,  and  the  therapeutic  indications 
to  be  derived  tliei  efr<ini.  Halinemaun's  provings  showed  that  it  gave 
rise  to  a  peculiar  kind  of  debility,  and  that  Its  '*  tonic"  properties  in 
disease  were  demonstrably  applicable  to  weakness  of  this  very  sort. 
When  used  with  precision  under  the  guidance  of  the  homosopathic 
law,  he  stated  that  cinchona  would  do  all  its  strengthening  work  ia 
infinitesimal  doses  as  high  even  as  the  13th  dilution.  The  apeoial 
kind  of  debility  for  which  it  was  indioited,  Hahnemann  had  pointed 
out  to  be  that  resulting  from  exhausting  discharges,  or  other  loss  of 
fluids,  when  there  is  emptiness  of  the  blood-vessels,  and  much  loss  of 
energy,  but  at  the  same  time  considerable  erethism  of  the  nerrons, 
and  even  of  the  circulatory,  systems.  In  this  condition  cinchona  la 
curative,  because  homoeopathic  to  it.  Dr.  Hughes  warmly  recom- 
mended  the  study  of  Hahnemann's  preface  to  his  proving  of  ciucbona, 
which  he  characterized  as  a  masterpiece  of  observation  and  reasoning. 
He  went  on  to  show  that  while  cinchona  did  not  cure  ansemic  debility 
like  ferrnm,  or  nervous  debility  like  phosphorio  acid,  in  that  occa- 
sioned by  loss  of  blood,  by  diarrliceu,  diuresis,  or  excessive  sweating, 
by  over-lactation,  and  hy  too  great  and  too  rapid  an  expenditure  of 
semen,  it  was  a  most  efiectual  remedy.  Its  value  in  the  hectic  fol- 
lowing suppuration  was  pointed  out ;  and  it  was  added,  that,  whether 
with  or  without  hectic,  debility  from  drain  on  the  system  Is  the 
sphere  of  the  tonic  action  of  cinchona,  which  also  extended  to  bead- 
aches,  various  pains  and  neuroses,  to  bydrtemia,  and  even  to  dropsy, 
when  arising  from  the  same  cause. 

Dr.  Hughes  then  pointed  out  that  the  experiments  of  Briquet  and 
Binz  recently,  and  especially  those  of  Binz,  had  proved  the  homoeo- 
pathic  relation  in  which  bark,  and  ita  alkaloid  quirdne,  stood  to  this 
form  of  debilily ;  ihe  latter  observer  having  demonstrated  that  qui- 
nine was  the  most  potent  ofproioplasm-desiroyers,  while  to  check  the 
formation  of  blood  by  destroying  its  white  corpuscles  is  to  produce  a 
similar  effect  upon  the  system  to  that  oucasioned  by  the  loss  of  the 
vital  fluid. 

Dr.  Hughes  next  entered  into  an  elaborate  discussion  of  the  questioD 
whether  bark  was  an  antiperiodic  under  all  circumstances  or  an  anti- 
malarial. From  the  numerous  facta  be  hod  collected,  and  which  were 
considered  in  his  lecture,  he  concluded  that  cinchona  cures  ague  by 
its  speciflc  antidotal  influence  against  malaria.  He  then  passed  on  to 
consider  what  kind  of  antidote  it  was.  Was  It  a  chemical  neutral- 
izer?  Did  it  set  up  in  the  parts  affected  an  action  incompatible  with 
that  of  the  poison?    Was  this  action  of  a  similar,  or  of  an  oppoaito 
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kin<!?  It  had  been  aupposed,  that,  qainine  being  a  deetrojer  of  pro- 
toplasm, and  malaria  being  supposed  to  coneist  in  an  abundance  of 
tow  organisma,  bark  antiitoted  it  by  ctestroving  these.  Against  this 
theory  several  consideraliona  were  urged.  The  dose  of  quinine  suffi- 
cient to  cure  an  ague  was  insufficient  to  deotroy  the  supposed  mi- 
crozyines.  Again,  other  substances,  such  as  strychnia  and  mercuric 
chloride,  had  the  same  property  in  a  less  degree;  yet  they  had  little  or 
no  power  over  intermittenta.  Further,  other  substances  controlled 
intermitients  which  had  no  action  upon  protoplasm.  Dr.  Hughes 
then  quoted  Dr.  Gtoorge  Wood  (Philadelphia)  to  show  that  baric' exer- 
cises a  powerful  influence  upon  those  parte  of  the  nervous  system, 
through  an  influence  upon  which  it  is  that  the  paroxysms  of  ague 
arise.  He  next  passed  onto  argue  the  bomoeopatbicity  of  bark  to 
ague.  In  doing  so  he  showed,  that,  though  bark  had  never  been 
known  to  produce  ague  in  the  concrete  form,  it  had  given  abundant 
evidence  that  it  acted  upon  the  same  parts  as  those  aflltected  by  ague, 
and  that  it  did  so  in  a  similar  manner.  In  support  of  this  argument 
be  adduced  several  clinical  illustratloos  from  Kogers,  Langheinz,  from 
published  reports  on  the  health  of  workmen  in  quinine  factories,  etc. 

It  woe  further  shown  that  the  theory,  upon  which  quinine  was  sup- 
posed to  cure  ague,  influenced  the  quantity  required  and  the  time  of 
prescribing  it.  If  it  depended  npon  microzymes,  large  and  frequently 
repeated  doses  were  required.  If  it  acted  by  giving  a  slight  shock  to 
1  he  nervous  system,  after  the  theory  of  Dr.  Wood,  single  full  doses  to 
cincbouism  Just  before  a  paroxysm  were  necessary.  If  it  were  bomce* 
opathic  we  need,  he  said,  ouly  proportion  our  doses  to  the  severity  of 
the  disease,  giving  them  in  moderate  frequency  during  the  interval. 
Farther,  bark  cured  moat  effectually  those  cases  of  ague  which  were 
moat  similar  in  their  features  to  its  physiological  action.  These  are 
cases  where  there  is  thirst  Just  before  and  after  tlie  hot  stage.  The 
paroxysm  commences  with  some  accessory  aymptoma,  auch  as  palpi- 
tation, anzietiea,  nauaea,  great  thirst,  canine  hunger,  pains  in  tlie 
hyp<^astrinm,  headache,  distention  of  the  external  veins,  and  rush  of 
blood  to  the  head.  While  cases  giving  such  indications  were  those 
moMt  rapidly  cured,  still  Dr.  Hughes  regarded  all  cases  as  being  aufll- 
ciently  nearly  aimilar  to  quinine  to  demand  its  use,  and  that,  provided 
the  dosage  were  no  greater  than  was  necessary,  no  harm  could  be  done 
in  any. 

Dr.  Hughes  next  proceeded  to  consider  other  conditions  in  which 
bark  was  useful,  instancing  chronic,  passive,  painless  diarrhoaa; 
acute  summer  diarrhoea,  attended  with  severe  griping  puin.  It  was 
also  a  remedy  for  lienteria;  in  the  weakness  induced  by  several 
losses ;  in  a  doss  of  pa.ns  of  a  neuralgic  or  rbeumatio  character, 
increased  or  excited  by  movement,  or  by  touching  the  part;  in 
certain  forms  of  Jaundice,  in  humid  gangrene  of  the  outer  purls,  and  ia 
suppuration  of  the  lungs.  He  had  also  found  it  useful  in  relaxed 
atates  of  the  ligaments  nf  the  joints,  especially  of  the  ancles,  which 
ache  after  exertion,  and  in  some  forms  of  metrorrhagia. 

Dr.  Hughes  then  proceeded  to  speak  of  quinine.  After  drawing 
attention  to  tbe  provings  which  tiad  bees  published,  its  reklios  to 
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iiit«nnittent  fever  having  beeo  already  noticed  when  speaking  of  bart, 
he  referred  to  Its  other  actions  and  uses.  The  kind  of  headache  lo 
which  quinine  was  horoceoiiatUic  was  described.  Its  influence  apoa 
the  quality  of  the  urine  was  referred  to.  The  experiments  of  Briqupt 
witli  quinine,  showing  its  inflncnce  on  llie  circulation,  were  also  noted. 
While  it  Increased  the  force  and  frequency  of  the  heart's  aution  at 
first,  its  more  intense  nnd  sustained  effect  was  enfeeblcment  of  tbe 
circulation,  with  diminished  arterial  pressure  and  lowered  temperature. 

Th^  experiments  of  Binz  had  shown  that  while  it  increased  tbe 
amountof  fibrin  in  the  blood,  it  diminishe'l  th<^  quantity  of  red  corpas- 
cles.  It  docs  so  as  a  protoplasm- poisoner,  killing  the  white  corpus- 
cles, and  preventing  their  becoming  red.  It  also  lessened  the  ozoniz- 
ing properties  of  tbe  blood.  Hence,  among  members  of  tbe  dominant 
school,  quinine,  as  a  tonic,  was  under  a  cloud,  while  it  was  being 
freely  used  in  infiammation,  to  restrain  the  activity  of  the  wbite 
corpuscles ;  and,  as  cinchonism  was  objectionable  in  infiammation  and 
alcohol  was  antagonistic  to  cinchonism,  alcohol  and  quinine  were 
given  ti>getlier  in  inflammation !  Dr.  Hughes  thought  the  lancet 
would  do  less  harm  in  such  a  condition. 

The  indiscriminate  use  of  quinine  in  neuralgia  was  another  t]nws^ 
ranled  employment  of  it,  which  was  passing  out  of  vogue.  For  tbe 
supraorbital  nerve,  Dr.  Hughes  thought  that  quinin«  had  possiblyaa 
elective  affinity, 

iLbctorb  XVI.  — Hat  30. 

The  first  drug  treated  of  was  the  coccolua  tndicos,  one  of  the  miny 
drugs  which  llabnemaao  proved  on  his  own  person,  and  wis  tht 
means  of  bringing  into  notice  as  a  curative  agent. 

Tbe  lecturer,  after  showing  that  its  action,  as  a  poison,  was  almost 
entirely  confined  to  tlie  motor  nerves,  producing  both  paralysis  and 
tonic  and  clonic  convulsions,  went  on  to  say  that  it  had  been  prond 
of  great  service  in  those  cases  of  vomiting  and  intestinal  epaims 
dependent  on  reflex  action,  such  as  in  migraine,  and  also  in  nervom 
women  at  the  menstrual  periods. 

Its  action  as  an  an ti paralytic,  and  in  nervous  caaes,  though  it  hu 
proved  very  useful  in  the  bauds  of  some,  does  not  yet  seem  to  Inve 
beeu  fully  determined  ;  but  it  bids  fair  to  take  a  leading  place  ui  tbe 
treatment  of  such  diseases. 

CoFFE&.  —  The  preparation  is  either  a  tinctora  from  tbe  raw  beu, 
or  a  trituration  of  ihe  same. 

The  physiological  effetta  of  coffee  are  well  known  aa  Dervoos  stinm- 
lation,  increasing  tbe  sensibility  of  all  the  special  senses,  probihiting 
sleep,  and  in  some  cases  going  on  to  produce  extreme  irrilabiUt;, 
palpitation,  and  even  neuralgia,  in  the  form  of  toothache. 

This  picture  sutBciently  indicates  its  range  as  un  homcBopalhic  curt- 
tivc ;  and  accordingly  we  find  it  of  very  great  use  in  tbo5e-case«  of 
sleeplossnesi  caused  by  n.ervous  irritability,  and  in  some  fonns  of 
neuralgic  toothache  and  migraine,  which  present  characters  similar  to 
those  produced  by  coffee. 
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CoiCHiCDM.  — This  drug,  when  taken  in  Ui^e  doses,  was  shown  to 
exert  its  influence  chiefly  on  the  gastro-intestinal  organs,  producing 
proruse  mucous  diarrhoea,  ntter  prostration,  violent  vomiting,  and 
cold  extremities  with  cramps ;  and  accorilingly  it  is  homoeopatliic  to 
elioters,  dysentery,  and  such  complaints,  and  has  cured  them,  but  ia 
not  much  nsed  in  the»ie  cases,  ita  place  bein^  bo  welt  filled  by  vera- 
irum  filbam.  Its  chief  interest,  thererore,  centres  iu  ita  relation  to 
gout,  for  which  it  is  an  undoubted  specific,  so  far  as  giving  immediate 
relief  goes.  In  a  poisonous  dose  it  has  produced  pains  and  stiffness  in 
the  joints,  the  occiput,  and  the  hacic  of  the  neck,  with  prof\ise  acid 
sneatlng;  therefore,  in  so  far  as  it  influences  the  joints  in  health,  It  is 
certainly  not  antipathic  to  the  gouty  condition,  but  rather  siiailar, 
although  ita  homceopathlcity  ta  gout  is  not  by  any  means  clear,  and 
we  are  content  at  present  to  use  it  empirically.  It  also  is  curative  to 
some  forms  of  rheumatism  and  pericanlitis. 

Coi.oCTNTU.  —  This  drug,  which  has  hitherto  been  nsed  by  the  old 
school  OS  a  simple  purgative,  serves  to  illustrate  well  the  advautnges 
gained  by  "proving"  drugs  on  the  healthy  person.  This  has  been 
done  for  colocyuth  by  the  Austrian  provers  That  colic  In  an  invari- 
able Bccompaniment  of  the  action  of  colocyuth  is  well  known  ;  but  in 
these  provers  it  also  produced  neuralgia  of  the  nerves  of  the  face,  but 
especially  of  the  hip  and  thigh,  besides  pains  in  the  ovaries  (in  two 
women),  and  in  the  testicle  in  one  of  the  male  provers. 

Accordingly  we  find  that  while  it  is  comparatively  seldom  indicated 
in  diarrh(BB,  it  has  a  large  sphere  of  action  in  the  neuroses,  notably  in 
colic  and  sciatica,  but  also  in  neuralgia  testis.  It  appears  to  have  a 
more  immediate  relation  to  such  neuralgic  complaints  ba  are  traceable 
to  a  rheumatic  origin. 

CoKiuu.  —  From  some  provings  of  undoubted  value,  it  appears  to 
act  as  a  paralyzing  ^ent  upon  the  motor  nerves  from  below  upwards, 
ultimately  causing  death  frocn  aspliyxia,  through  the  paralysis  of  the 
diflphragm  and  intercnstals  ;  from  this,  however,  very  little  practical 
use  has  come.  In  many  of  the  provings  it  boa  producud  swellings  of 
ibe  glandular  organs,  particularly  tliuse  connected  with  the  generative 
functions ;  and  hence  it  lias  proved  of  value  in  scrofhla,  and  in  cancer 
and  other  affections  of  the  glands,  particularly  when  attacking  the 
mammffi,  the  ovaries,  or  the  testicles.  Its  full  value,  however,  is  as 
yet  not  ascertained. 

Lbctdrb  XVII.  —  Mat  27. 

The  medicines  treated  of  were  cuprum,  digitalis,  and  drosera. 

Cdprcm. — This  drug  the  lecturer  described  as  acting  first  as  an 
inflammatory  agent  on  the  stomach  and  intestines,  producing  true 
gastro-enteritis  with  violent  colic ;  but  this  has  led  to  little  use  in  the 
hom 03O path ic  school.  Its  second  action  he  deacribed  as  being  one  of 
nerve-irrittttion,  producing  cramp,  convulsions,  and,  occasionally, 
paralysis  of  the  bunds ;  and  he  stated  that  it  is  found  practically  cura- 
tive in  a  number  of  cases  reseml)ling  its  poisonous  effect*,  instancing 
cramps,  spasms,   epilepsy,  the  second  stage  of  choleia,  and  those 
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forms  of  cerebral  disturbince  following  the  retrocession  oftheexan- 
themata  and  some  ekin  disenses. 

Digitalis. — The  lecturer  began  by  giving  a  somewhat  estended 
resume  of  the  tlieory  of  its  action  on  the  heart,  and  allowed  that  while 
it  acted  as  a  direct  slimulant  to  the  vagi,  thus  slowing  the  heart's 
action,  it  also  paralyzed  and  weakened  tlie  muscular  tissue  of  the 
heart  itself,  the  contraction  of  the  organ  after  death  biing  from  rigor 
motiU,  which  set  in  earlier  and  stronger  than  after  death  from  other 
causes. 

Starting  from  this  ground  he  showed  that  its  action  in  diaesae  is 
best  seen  in  cases  of  enfeebled  and  irritable  heart,  to  which  condition 
it  is  purely  homceopaihic ;  he  also  explained  that  its  beneficial  action 
in  cardiac  diopsy  was  to  be  entirely  ascribed  to  its  tonic  influence  on 
the  heart. 

He  then  discussed  Its  action  both  pliy Biologically  and  therapeu- 
tically on  the  brain,  the  kidneys,  the  mucous  membranes  of  the  stomach 
and  inlestinea,  and  on  the  genital  organs.     He  then  passed  on  to 

Droseba.  —  The  provingaof  which  he  described  as  limiting  its  field 
of  action  almost  entirely  to  the  larynx  and  the  lungs,  producing  a 
apaamoiiic  cough,  and  among  sheep  and  cats  an  appiiri.-ntly  true  tuber- 
culosis. In  accordance  with  th^se  facta,  he  showed  Ibat  it  la  of  great 
use  in  the  convulsive  stage  of  pertussis,  and  in  conviilaive  cougtis  of 
other  origin,  while  in  the  hands  of  some  it  has  been  found  to  relieve 
and  even  cure  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  in  its  earlier  stages. 


Local  Trbatmbnt  fob  Diphtheria. — Where  the  patient  complains 
of  sore  throat,  a&  initio,  I  have  found  an  iron  gargle  (two  drachms 
of  the  tincture  to  half  a  pint  of  water)  beneficial :  but  tins  I  have 
found  too  cutting  when  the  membrane  has  disappeared,  and  then  I 
have  substituted  one  of  borax  and  glycerine  (two  drachma  of  the 
former  and  one  ounce  of  the  latter  to  half  a  pint  of  water) ;  and 
this  gargle  I  have  also  found  very  useful  to  relieve  the  sensation  of 
bread-crumbs  and  tickling  in  the  throat,  of  which  compUinta  are 
frequently  made  during  convalescence.  ...  In  paralysis  of  the  soft 
palate  and  regurgitation  of  fiuida  through  the  nostril,  holding  the 
nose  during  deglutition  will  be  found  very  much  to  assist  the  act ;  this 
a  patient  of  mine  found  out  fur  himself,  and  I  subsequently  confirmed 
bis  statement  in  other  oases.  In  these  cases,  too,  I  always  advise 
thick  drinks,  which  are  more  easily  swallowed.  When  the  pharynx 
is  also  atTected,  a  large  bolus  is  much  more  easily  passed  down  than 
a  small  one,  so  that  I  have  advised  the  collection  of  all  the  food  in 
the  mouth  into  one  mass  before  swadowing.  This  is  no  doubt  accounted 
for  by  the  weakened  muscular  fibres  of  the  pharynx  being  enabled  to 
grasp  a  large  bolus  with  less  effort  than  would  be  required  for  a  smalt 
one.  In  one  case  I  kept  a  patient  alive  for  some  days  by  giving  the 
yolk  of  an  egg  unbroken,  and  letting  it  glide  down  his  throat,  as  it 
were.  —  Thomas  Pbamolbi,  Esq.,  im  Britith  Medical  Journal,  Jan.  9, 
1875. 
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Sbe  ^m  (Bn%\mA  ^tAM  ^:nutU. 

BOSTON,  AUGUST.   1876. 

SmcB  the  MaBsacbusetts  Ueilical  Society  has  succeeded  in  ridding 
itself  wholly  of  its  homoeopathic  members,  it  is  evidently  bent  on  en- 
joying the  liberty  of  uurestriuted  expression  on  all  matters  relating 
to  its  aims  and  positloa  without  fear  of  contradiction  from  without, 
Or  of  distuibing  the  quietude  which  is  now  said  to  reign  within  its 
bosom ;  but  tbe  tone  of  its  official  utterances  is  not  calculated  to  in- 
spire the  world  outside  with  the  conviction  that  the  new  privilege  is 
enjoyed  without  some  alloy  of  that  discomfort  which  comes  from  the 
consciousness  of  having  made  a  fatix  pas  of  a  very  bad  kind,  and  on 
the  occasion  of  its  annual  meetings  within  tlie  last  three  years,  no  in- 
significant part  of  the  most  laborious  efTorCs  of  the  orators  whose  duty 
it  is  understood  to  be  to  pronounce  a  eulogy  on  tiie  society,  is  devoted 
to  attempts  at  escaping  from  the  false  position  into  which  they  clearly 
feel  the  society  to  have  run  itself.  At  first  the  addresses  and  after- 
dinner  speeclms  teemed  with  a  sort  of  triumphant  bravado,  with 
Bti  ongly-worded  douunciationsof  homcBopathy,  and  that  Icind  of  loud 
and  excited  talk  which  answers  for  argument  where  both  speakers  and 
hearers  are  of  one  mind,  and  feel  the  necessity  for  making  much  noise 
to  drown  the  whisperings  of  their  better  sense.  This  year,  however, 
the  tone  is  somewhat  more  subdued,  and  shows  that  the  deep-seated 
desire  to  appear  perfectly  respectable  and  self-possessed,  the  highest 
lum  of  conservative  societies  and  individuals,  is  again  asserting  its 
supremacy ;  and  it  gives  us  sincere  pleasure  to  record  that  the  efforts 
to  smooth  the  ruffled  plumage  have  not  been  unsuccessful,  especially 
on  the  part  of  the  orator  of  the  day,  who  was  happy  in  getting  well 
back  again  to  that  safe  ground  of  commonplace  and  .smoothly-worded 
phrases  upon  which  his  fellow  conservatives  have  always  felt  them- 
seWes  perfectly  at  home.  The  loud,  untruthful  assertions  and  blatant 
nonsense  of  the  stage  of  exaltation  we  could  allow  to  pass  unnoticed, 
as  they  carried  their  own  reluLation  with  them  to  every  reasonable 
mind,  as  tbe  general  expression  of  public  opinion  amply  tesUfled  at  the 
time ;  but  now  that  "  ngular  "  tactics  have  returned  ouce  more  to  the 
steady  reiteration  of  those  wholly  groundless  and  invidious  declara- 
tions clothed  in  what  will  be  mistaken  by  many  for  scholarly  and  dig- 
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niSed  terms,  which  still  constitute  the  substance  or  the  anti-homce- 
opatbic  argument,  we  feel  bound  to  protest  again,  most  earnestly,  as 
their  effect  upon  that  large  &nd  timorous  class  of  the  community  which 
delivers  itself  up,  body  and  soul,  to  what  it  reet^nizes  as  established 
and  infallible  authority  in  medicine,  is  not  to  be  overlooked. 

The  orator  chooses  for  his  subject,  "  The  interest  of  the  public  and 
the  medical  profession,"  and  deals  with  its  various  parts,  more  espe- 
cially quackery  and  the^ueetiou  of  woman's  right  to  enter  the  profes- 
sion, in  the  spirit  and  almost  in  the  very  phrases  with  which  we  are 
all  familiar  for  80  many  years,  avoiding,  with  so  much  circumspection, 
everything  lilte  a  modern  or  progressive  idea  that  we  cheerfully  offer 
a  suggestion  which  cannot  fail  to  commend  itself  to  his  learned  col- 
leagues and  which  we  are  sure  wilt  be  acted  upon  without  a  word  of 
recognition,  litce  so  much  else  fVom  hom<Bopathic  quarters,  namely, 
that  this  addiess  be  declared  perennial,  and  thut  it  be  read  at  the 
annual  raeelings  throughout  the  remainder  of  this  century  by  an  orator 
selected  as  usual,  whose  aole  duty  it  would  then  be  to  invent  a  new 
and  pleasing  title.  The  advantnges  of  such  a  move  are  obvious ;  and 
since  the  society  has  taken  the  first  step  in  this  direction  by  its  expulsion 
of  the  homoeoputhists  it  cannot  liesilate  long  over  the  remainiag  ones. 

Homoeopathy,  as  a  matter  of  course,  is  counted  among  the  various 
forms  of  quacliery,  but,  notwithstanding  its  name  is  barely  mentioned, 
there  is  sufBcient  evidence  to  show  throughout  the  whole  argument 
that,  as  usual,  the  "  exclusive  dogma  "  is  an  infinitely  greater  source 
of  discomfort  to  the  regular  mind  tlian  all  the  "  well  advertised  elixirs 
or  patent  pills  "  in  existence,  or  likely  to  be  invented.  The  relation 
of  "  the  profession  "  to  the  "  exclusive  dogma  "  is  again  made  clear 
in  the  definition  first  formulated  for  New  England  by  Dr.  0.  W. 
Holmes  nearly  forty  years  ago,  and  imported  by  him  from  France, 
whither  it  had  been  brought  out  of  Germany  some  fifteen  years  previ- 
ously, and  since  then  it  has  been  repeated  among  ns  by  less  gifted 
speakers  until  one  is  forced  to  wonder  how  far  conservatism  can  be 
carried  even  in  an  enlightened  republic,  in  the  face  of  advancing 
knowledge  and  the  clearest  lessons  of  espcrience.  A  few  short 
extracts  ftom  the  oration  which,  although  it  sings  the  praises  of  sta- 
bility, congratulates  the  society  on  the  changes  in  its  spirit  and 
practice,  will  illustrate  its  particular  aim  and  its  general  tenor. 

"  If  we  are  accused  of  conservatism,  it  must  be  admitted  that  it  is 
for  the  conservation  of  the  interests  of  the  public;  if  we  have  refused 
to  flfflli^ite  with  any '  exclusive  dogma, '  whether  it  be  Fcrkinism  or 
Spiritualism, Tliomsonianism  or  Eclecticism,  Allopathy  or  Hydropathy, 
Homceopatby  or  Electropathy,  our  sufficient  reason  is  that  the  range 
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<tf  the  regular  practitioner  includes  everything  of  worth  which  they 
contain,  most  of  these  erratic  eysteinB  originating  mainly  in  attempts 
to  erect  an  independent  etracture  upon  some  isolated  but  already  welU 
knotrn  me<ticat  Tact,  valuable  only  in  its  existing  and  subordinate 
connection.     .     .     . 

"  It  surely  may  be  claimed  for  regular  practitioners  as  a  body,  that 
theyare'as  intelligent,  honest,  nnaelfisb,  and  gifted  with  as  fair  a 
share  of  common  sense,  as  any  other  body  of  men.  Granting  this,  it 
is  passing  strange  that  the  same  business  sagacity  which  distinguishes 
oar  people  in  their  respective  callings  should  not  lead  them  to  recognize 
that  their  safest  course,  in  matters  involving  such  vital  issues  as  the 
preservation  of  life  and  health,  is  to  leave  the  working  out  of  these 
problems  to  those  specially  trained  for  the  dnty,  and  whose  interest  in 
the  result  cannot  possibly  differ  fh)m  their  own."     .     .     . 

"...  There  is  a  force  behind  which  irresistibly  impels  to 
pr<^;re8s  and  development,  and  it  becomes  the  medical  profession  to 
retain  the  lead  If  they  do  not  wish  to  be  lost  sight  of  in  the  rear. 
Were  the  axiom  always  borne  in  mind  that  we  have  no  rights  separa- 
ble ftom  the  interests  of  the  public,  it  would  clear  away  much  sensi* 
tiveuess  and  misapprehension ;  then  the  public,  realizing  our  disin- 
terestedness, would  more  cordially  rely  npon  our  judgment,  and 
patiently  wait  for  all  necessary'  investigation  with  something  Uke  the 
old  faith  in  the  final  decision." 

The  sting  of  the  first  of  these  paragraphs  lies  in  the  fact  of  its  being 
what  in  the  manly  art  of  self-defence  is  called  a  cross  counter,  i.  e.  a 
thiust  intended  at  once  to  punish  the  advei-sary  and  to  parry  bis  blow, 
itsoffensive  movement  lying  in  the  persistent  classing  of  Hummopathy 
with  Perkiaism,  Spiritualism,  Thomson ianism,  and  similar  limited 
procedures  and  pseudo  sciences,  while  its  defensive  is  effected  by 
throwing  Allopathy  into  the  same  category.  Bnt  luckily  there  are 
outside  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  and  kindred  societies  few  so  un- 
skilled in  intellectual  sparring  as  not  to  see  at  once  that  this  is  in 
reality  not  a  blow  hot  merely  a  badly  delivered  feint,  indicative  of 
both  weakness  and  want  of  "  science."  The  best  and  the  worst  that 
can  be  sud  of  men  who  persist  at  the  present  day  in  the  delusion 
that,  by  persistently  ignoring,  they  are  escaping  the  grave  respon- 
eibililies  under  which  the  well-establishe\]  claims  of  Homceopatby 
lay  them,  is  that  they  are  conservatives,  the  title  upon  which  they 
pride  themselves,  but  which,  in  the  estimation  of  live  and  active 
men,  has  anything  but  a  flattering  significance.  What  was  pure 
and  not  aureasonable  prejudice  in  the  days  when  this  line  of  ar- 
gument was  first  brought  forward  has  now  come  to  be  sheer  vicious- 
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ness  since  Homceopathy  baa  asenraed  the  fairest  proportions  in  the 
Tcry  teeth  of  every  obstacle  the  most  unreasoning  and  malevolent 
conservatism  could  throw  in  its  way,  and  has  established  its  claims 
to  recf^nition  on  the  part  of  the  public  as  well  as  the  profession 
by  oonforming  fully  to  the  demands  which  science  makes  upon 
a  "  new  and  independent  structure,"  thereby  raising  itself  far 
above  those  limited  procedures  and  "  erratic  systems  "  which  either 
never  claimed  to  be  more  than  "isolated  facts,"  like  hydropathy 
and  electropathy,  now  absorbed  by  regular  practice,  or  like  Ferkin- 
ism  and  Thomeonianism  long  forgotten,  like  so  many  of  those  ephem- 
eral therapeutic  i^ents  with  which  the  profession  has  affiliated  in 
the  same  unreasoning  spirit  ia  which  it  has  rejected  others.  The 
artfhl  dodge  of  attempting  to  abandon  Allopathy,  and  to  denounce 
it  as  one  of  the  erratic  systems  with  which  regular  practice  has 
never  affiliated,  is  quite  too  transparent  to  deceive  even  the  warmest 
admirer  of  old-school  respectability,  and  shows  to  what  extremes  of 
folly  and  inconaiatenoy  men  may  go  in  attempting  to  escape  ffom  a 
false  position.  Until  quite  recently  this  perfeclly  Just  and  expreaaire 
term  by  which  Hahnemann  distinguinbcd  the  traditional  practice  has 
been  accepted  the  world  over  by  the  old  school  as  most  correctly  de- 
fining its  therapeutical  method,  and  nobody  has  ever  denied  that  the 
raiirmale  of  all  "  regular"  medication' which  is  not  purely  empirical, 
is  the  dogma  or  rule  or  principle,  contraria  contrariHa  by  which  it 
is  even  attempted  to  explain  manifest  homoeopathic  drug  action. 
Therefore  it  follows  that  while  they  adhere  to  their  present  practice, 
which  is,  scientifically  speaking,  neither  better  nor  worse  than  it  was 
two  thousand  yeara  ago,  being  baaed  upon  precisely  the  same  rules, 
the  medical  conservatives  will  be  neither  more  nor  leas  than  allo- 
pathic doctors,  and  the  declaration  that  the  "  regular  profession  "  haa 
never  affiliated  witti  Allopathy,  remains  a  aubterfuge  which  it  is 
lamentable  to  see  men  driven  to  who  have  so  many  and  such  unde- 
niable claims  to  our  gratitude  and  respect.  While  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  Society  asks  the  confidence  of  the  public  on  grounds  like 
these,  it  must  rest  content  to  see  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  moet 
independent  and  intelligent  classes  hesitating  to  accept  its  decisions 
and  doubting  the  disinterestedness  of  ita  motives.  Throughout  alt 
history  the  public  faith  has  been  too  often  betrayed  by  conservatism 
to  warrant  its  "  waiting  patiently  for  the  necessary  investigation,"  or 
shilling  by  the  "  final  decisions"  given  from  that  quarter. 

"  The  force  behind  which  irresistibly  impels  to  progress  and  devel- 
opment "  is  the  spirit  which  is  ceaselessly  and  uncom promisingly 
antagonistic  to  that  other  spirit  which  at  present  animates  the  Maaaa- 
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chOBetts  MtMlical  Society,  imd  compels  this  anil  aM  the  other  ansnst 
bodies  which  recognize  the  Jarisdiction  of  the  American  Medical 
Association  to  shift  their  ground  coctinaally  in  their  oppoaition  to 
every  new  truth  in  thermpeutioa  tiiat  ia  not  merely  a  fortuitous  empir- 
ical discovery ;  that  forces  them  either  to  admit,  altliough  tardily  and 
reluctantly,  any  revolutionizing  idea  that  will  not  be  killed  by  force 
or  ridicule,  or  to  take  refuge  against  it  behind  an  ethical  sophism  like 
that  of  the  "exciuaive  dogma."  The  unwarranted  assertion  that 
"  r^nlar  practice  "  embraces  everything  of  worth  in  every  "  ism  "  or 
"  patby  "  would  have  some  weight  if  it  were  not  too  plain  that  this 
practice,  though  it  grasps  eagerly  and  blindly  at  every  isolated  em* 
piricism,  yet  Bods  itself  unable  to  bold  any  but  by  a  very  slight  tenure, 
or  to  make  them  valuable  by  any  "  existing  and  subordinate  conneo- 
tion,"  as  it  fights  tooth  and  nail  against  any  deduction  by  which  they 
could  be  harmonixed  and  resolved  into  a  safe  and  widely  applicable 
rule  of  practice,  or  in  other  words,  which  would  organize  the  crude  mass 
of  empirical  knowledge  upon  which  "  regular  practice  "  ia  founded,  and 
convert  therapeutics  into  a  science  of  the  highest  order,  —  higher 
even  than  pathology  or  physiology,  —  as  we  poasese  the  amplest 
means  for  making  it  both  experimental  and  deductive.  Had  the  Mas- 
sachuseLie  Medical  Society  advanced  so  far  (here  would  be  a  modicum 
of  sense  in  the  frightndly  illogical  ai^d  contradictory  sentence,  "  moat 
of  these  erratic  systems  originated  mainly  in  attempts  to  erect  an 
iadependent  structure  npon  some  isolated  but  well  known  medical 
fact,  valuable  only  in  its  existing  and  subordinate  connection."  Per- 
haps, too,  we  should  then  be  spared  such  concentrated  twaddle  as  is 
embodied  in  the  followlag :  "  While  pathology,  physiology,  diagoosia, 
hygiene,  the  natural  history  of  diseases,  have  in  their  rapid  develop- 
ment approached  more  and  more  nearly  the  dignity  of  science,  it  still 
remains  true  that  the  practical  application  of  our  remedial  measures 
to  the  multiform  and  complicated  emergencies  arising  ftom  inrlividual 
constitution  and  habits  of  life  constitutes  as  yet  only  an  art." 

j^oir  it  may  appear  indelicate,  but,  both  for  the  honor  of  Massachu- 
setts doctors  and  because  the  shockingly  loose  and  untutored  uotioua 
■till  abroad  on  this  very  aubject  breed  the  most  virulent  opposition  to 
Homcsopathy,  we  feel  bound  to  explain  to  the  president  and  fellows 
of  the  Massachusetta  Medical  Society  that  pathology  and  physiology 
are  sciences,  not  exact  Hoiences,  to  be  eure,  but  sciences,  neverthelesa 
mainly  deductive,  and  of  the  most  commanding  dignity ;  that  the  natural 
history  of  disease  is  merely  a  method  of  deeoriplion  or  olassiflcatioii 
in  its  accepted  signification,  and  a  aubordinate  branch  of  pathology ; 
while  diagnosis,  hygiene,  and  the  application  of  remedial  measures 
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either  to  mDltifonii  and  complicated  or  to  simple  emergencies  are 
&rtB,  and  can  never  by  any  poasibiliiy  be  anylbing  else,  a  matter 
which  we  see  no  reason  to  deplore.  It  will  not  be  out  of  place  to 
add  that,  so  long  as  the  knowle<lge  from  wbicli  ■' regnlar  pruotice  " 
derives  its  rules  remains  in  Ihe  loose  chaotic  state  in  wliicb  it  is  con- 
fessedly at  present,  the  practice  can  never  become  a  complete  art 
which  consists  of  definite  rules  drawn  from  scientific  truths,  both 
facts  and  laws  derived  from  summarized  facts,  but  it  will  remain  for- 
ever  the  mass  of  unscientific  speculations  anil  almost  north  leas  empin- 
cisms  which  leave  every  physician  to  "  iiis  favorite  metliods,  the 
results  of  personal  experience  or  choice"  (the  italics  are  ours),  or 
what  is  the  same,  to  follow  the  dull  routine,  which  in  ninety-nine 
cases  out  of  a  hundred  is  choice,  or  to  build  up  lalioriousiy  liis  own 
little  system  of  disconnected  theories  and  experiences,  of  which 
millions  npon  millions  will  not  matte  a  science  until  they  are  sifted 
and  analyzed -and  made  to  serve  as  the  l>asia  for  an  explaiuin<{  tlieory 
or  law.  This  is  what  Hahnemann  achieved  with  ihe  facis  he  found 
ready  to  his  hand  and  those  he  pro4iuced  by  direct  experiment,  thus 
making  his  "independent  structure"  conform  to  the  demands  of 
modem  science  and  of  plain  reason,  and  laying  the  foundation  both 
for  a  progressive  therapeutical  science  and  a  practicable  benignant 
art. 

On  the  subject  of  woman's  right  to  enter  and  enjoy  the  privileges 
of  the  profession,  the  same  line  of  argument  is  pursued  as  that 
directed  against  the  "exclusive  dogma."  After  announcing  that 
"  sooner  or  later  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  may  be  com- 
pelled "  to  take  the  matter  into  consideration,  whereby  hu  makes  a 
confession  which  cannot  but  cause  a  smile  among  the  publicans  and 
sinners,  and  after  admitting  with  a  mental  reservation  liolh  woman'a 
right  and  intellectual  fitness  for  eveiy  educational  advantage  in  the 
arts  and  sciences,  law,  theology,  and  medicine,  the  orator  proceeds  to 
recount  alt  the  ancient  ar^'umeuts  against  her  physical  anil  moral  flU 
ness  and  her  right  to  share  the  best  educ^itionnl  odvanlngcs  with  meu. 
He  draws  freely  on  Dr.  Clarke's  "ijexin  Education"  in  order  to  have 
chapter  and  verse' for  his  sentiments  and  his  phrases,  and  to  show  that 
be  does  not  swerve  a  hair's-brcadth  from  (ho  traditions  of  conservatism, 
and  clinches  bis  argument  with  a  quotalion  fiom  that  arch  enemy  to 
all  progress,  the  Satw  dag  Review,  ^bivhdcclaKa  "that  women  have 
at  common  law,  no  right  to  demand  to  share  the  studies  of  men  at 
universities,  and  no  right  to  demand  degrees."  On  the  strength  of 
this  kind  of  reasoning,  which  is  strengthened  by  the  usual  twaddle 
about  the  presence  of  women  at  demonstrations  in  anatomy  being  di»- 
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gasting,  and  the  danger  of  destroying  the  lelatton  between  the  sexes 
by  breaking  down  every  barrier  of  decency  and  privacy,  he  returns 
again  ta  the  bul<rark  of  conservatism,  his  ethical  code  announcing  the 
impoasibility  of  admitting  women  to  ttie  Ma'isachu setts  Meilical 
Society,  as  this  "was  never  intended  fur  euch  afltliation."  and  that 
"the  profession  is  Bingularly  unanimous  in  tlie  disapproval  of  any 
such  aim  (namely,  any  professional  erincstion  for  women),  tliey  having 
decide<l  that  the  higher  standard  of  education  whicli  women  are  seelc- 
ing,  and  whicli  tliey  certainty  ought  to  have,  should  find  for  its 
development  other  and  more  appropriate  spheres  which  are  as  yet 
far  from  being  exhausted!" 

That  a  pliysician  addrewing  physicians,  especially  in  Masanchn- 
setts,  where  in  other  walks  of  life,  freedom  of  thouglit,  clear  and  inde-- 
pendent  judgment,  and  wiao  progressivenew  are  valued  more  highly 
than  eisewiiere  in  tliis  country,  snould  quote  English  common  law, — 
the  law  which  Is  founded  on  traditions  an  1  decisions  extending  buck 
for  ten  centuries  or  more,  (he  law  at  which  womnn  scarcely  has  a  right 
that  man  is  bound  to  respect  —  in  support  of  views  which  boar  the 
stamp  of  the  narrowest  prejudice,  and  lack  every  element  of  strength 
that  might  be  allowed  themif  theyshowe.l  even  a  semblance  of  modem 
Bcientiflc  reasoning,  is  positively  humiliating  and  grievously  disheart- 
ening to  every  thinking  mind.  While  these  fellows  of  the  Massachusetts 
Ue  lical  Society,  in  the  pride  of  their  conservatism,  are  leisurely  pre- 
paring to  begin  to  take  into  consideration  the  advisability  of  making 
the  "necessary  investigation"  into  these  vital  issues  of  scientific 
therapeutics  and  woman's  fitness  for  professional  labors,  other  men 
have  been  at  work  at  the  sacrifice  of  their  social  position,  their  com- 
fort, their  time  and  means,  to  test  practically  these  questions  upon 
which  no  final  decision  can  be  reach(«l  by  mere  a  pi  ioi-i  reasoning, 
based  npon  narrow  assumptions,  and  concerning  which  the  public 
looks  to  "the  profession"  in  vain  for  light.  It  is  Emerson  who  saj's, 
in  defining  the  conservative :  There  is  always  a  certain  meanness  in 
the  argument  of  conservatism,  joined  with  a  certain  supcrioiity  in 
fact.  It  affirms,  because  it  holds.  Its  fingers  chitcb  the  fact,  and  it 
will  not  open  Its  eyes  to  see  a  better  fact.  The  castle  which  conser- 
vatism is  set  to  defend  is  the  actual  state  of  things,  good  and  bad. 
The  project  of  innovation  is  the  best  possible  state  of  things.  Of 
coarse,  conservatism  always  has  the  worst  of  the  argument,  is  always 
apologizing,  pleading  a  necessity,  pleading  that  to  change  wcnld  be 
to  deteriorate.  .  .  .  Reform  i^  affirmative;  conservatism  neg;itive; 
conservatism  goes  for  comfort,  reform  for  truth.  Conservatism  makes 
DO  poetry,  breathes  no  prayer,  hasnoiavention,itisall  memory,   .   .    , 
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Conservatiam  tends  to  universal  seeming  ^nd  treachery;  iKlieres  in 
a  negative  fate ;  believes  that  men's  temper  governs  tbem ;  that  for 
me  it  avails  not  to  trust  to  principles,  they  vrill  fail  me,  I  must  bend  a 
little  ;  it  distrusts  nature ;  it  thiaka  there  is  a  general  law  without  a 
particular  application,  —  law  for  all  that  does  not  include  anyone." 
Can  there  be  a  more  striking  illustration  of  the  profouml  truth  of  these 
aphorisms  than  the  atb'tude  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society, 
which  continues  to  grind  oat  year  by  year  its  ancient  assertions,  and 
to  delude  itself  into  thinking  that  an  enlightened  publio  can  have  no 
standard  by  which  to  judge  its  actions  than  that  which  the  society 
would  impose  upon  it.  We  oheerflilly  concede  what  is  ulaimed  "  for 
'  regular '  practitioners  as  a  body,  that  they  are  as  intelligent,  as  honest, 
unselfiahj  and  gifted  with  as  fair  a  share  of  common  sense  as  any  other 
body  of  men,"  but  we  know  too  well  that  alt  these  qualities  do  not 
prevent  men  tVom  commitUng  the  gravest  and  most  lamentable  errors 
where  their  prejudices  are  aroused^  or  in  the  heat  of  party  strife,  and 
although  the  public  of  Massachusetts  may  award  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  Society  the  respect  it  owes  to  so  large  and  Influential  a  body, 
and  the  eminence  of  some  of  its  members,  and  generously  support 
every  good  and  laudable  move  towards  the  elevation  of  the  profession, 
the  people  are  far  too  well  informed  and  sagacious  (o  repose  an  unques- 
tioning confidence  in  the  integrity  of  an  organization  which  has  shown 
too  plainly  that  it  values  its  conservatism  infinitely  above  the  public 
interest,  and  that  there  is  nothing  it  will  not  sacrifice  to  save  it« 
cherished  traditions. 


BOSTON  UNIVERSirr  SCHOOL  OF  MEDICINE. 

The  summer  vacation  is  being  improved  for  the  thorough  renova- 
tion of  the  college  building.  The  museum  has  been  greatly  enlarged 
and  made  ready  for  the  additional  specimens  which  have  been  pur- 
chased abrood  by  the  Dean,  and  contributed  by  the  ftiends  of  the 
school  at  home.  Further  contributious  of  specimens,  both  pathologi' 
cal  and  embryological,  are  earnestly  solicited.  They  will  be  prop- 
erly preserved  and  duly  accredited,  if  sent  to  the  Registrar,  and  will 
be  of  great  service  to  both  teachers  and  students. 

The  prospect  for  the  next  course  Is  very  flattering,  a  large  number 
of  students  having  already  applied  for  admission.  The  flrsl  instal- 
ment of  books  for  the  "  Hunt  Fond  Library  "  has  been  purchased  and 
placed  in  the  college  library.  This  library  is  the  product  of  a  legacy 
left  by  the  late  Dr.  Harriott  E.  Hunt,  for  the  purchase  of  text-booka 
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for  the  aae  of  indigent  etndents.  Dr.  James  H  Osgood,  the  fattbftil 
and  efficient  janitor  of  the  college  since  its  opening,  has  resigned  and 
entered  into  practice,  with  very  fi&ttering  prospects,  at  No.  21  E. 
SpringQeld  Street.  He  has  the  best  wishes  of  every  one  ever  con- 
nected with  the  college,  for  his  fiiture  success.  The  position  is  now 
vacant,  and  offers  a  fine  opportunity  for  a  student  of  medicine  with  a 
Binall  family.  Applications,  with  testimonlala  as  to  character  and 
fitness,  may  be  oddreeaed  to  the  Registrar,  J.  H.  Woodbury,  M.D., 
No.  165  Boylston  Street,  Boston.  The  new  hospital  is  rapidly  ap- 
proaching completion.  It  is  already  "  roofed  in  "  and  the  masonry 
nearly  finished.  It  will  be  a  very  faandaome  as  well  as  substantial 
building,  alike  creditable  to  the  architect  and  to  the  cause  which  it 
.  represents.  Its  proximity  to  the  college  will  render  it  very  available 
for  clinical  purposes. 


Rare  Sdbqioal  Cases. — It  is  designed  by  the  surgical  editor  of  the 
Okio  Medical  and  Sttrgleal  Reporter  to  compile  for  publication  all  of 
the  more  rare  and  interesting  cases  of  surgery  that  have  occurred  in 
hooHBopathic  practice.  It  is  therefore  especially  urged  (hat  the  mem- 
bers of  the  profession  will  forward  to  Dr.  H.  F.  Biggar,  Cleveland,  0., 
the  history,  course,  treatment,  and  termination,  with,  if  possible,  a 
photograph  or  cat,  of  snuh  oases  of  this  character  as  may  have  come 
nndff  their  observation. 

SOCIETIES  AND  INSTITUTIONS. 
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MEDICAL  EXCURSION  AND   FIELD   DAY. 

Thb  Third  Annnal  Escursion  and  Field  Day  of  the  Essex  County 
Homceopathic  Medical  Society  occurred  on  Wednesday,  July  28,  and 
was  held  by  invitation  of  the  homtBopathic  physicians  of  Lawrence) 
at  Laarel  6rove,  on  the  banks  of  the  beautiful  Merrimac. 

Although  the  weather  in  the  morning  looked  anfavorable,  which 
prevented  many  from  attending,  the  party  numbered  more  than  two 
baudred,  and  proved  a  grand  success. 

■  The  physicians  from  Lynn,  Boston,  and  vicinity,  attended  by  their 
ladies  and  other  invited  guests,  reached  Salem  at  8.40  a.  u.,  where 
they  were  augmented  by  various  members  of  the  society  and  their 
invited  guests  from  Newhnryport,  Gloucester,  Salem,  and  vicinity,  and 
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theoce  proceeded  to  Lawrence,  in  a  tptckU  train,  prnvided  by  the 
Eastern  Railroad.  Reactiing  Lawrence  tlie  eicursionistB  were  met  hy 
Dra.  Scott,  Fiencli,  and  Loiigee,  and  hastily  eecortcd  to  the  landing 
of  the  steamboat  City  of  Ixiwretice,  wbich  had  already  been 
chartered  Tor  the  day  and  taken  possession  of  by  our  Lawrence 
friends,  who  were  patiently  awaiting  onr  arrival.  "  All  aboard,"  and 
in  no  time  we  were  speedijig  up  ihe  romantic  Merrimac. 

Soon  it  was  whispered  on  the  boat,  that  owing  to  our  unfortunate 
detention  just  beyond  Danvera,  by  an  accident  to  the  engine,  wbich 
delayed  our  arrival  nearly  an  hour,  we  should  not  enjoy  the  pleasure 
of  a  trip  to  Lowell,  as  anticipated,  and  therefore  a  large  majority  of 
the  party  landed  at  the  drove,  wbile  a  few  proceeded  on  the  boat  up 
the  river  to  receive  the  Lowell  delegation. 

The  grove  proved  to  be  a  delightful  spot  to  while  away  time.  All 
hearts  were  made  light  and  free  by  various  games,  sports,  walking 
and  ininning  matches.  Prizes  were  offered  to  the  successihl  compet- 
itors in  tlie  various  matches  arranged,  generous  parses  being  con- 
tributed hy  those  present.  The  first  was  a  walking-match,  open  to 
all  ages  and  either  sex.  Judges  were  appointed,  the  fiag-BtafT  erected, 
and  wlien  all  were  ready,  the  word  "Go"  given.  Five  ladies  snd 
two  gentlemen  entered  this  match,  and  although  a  certain  M.  D., 
from  Haverhill,  came  in  slightly  ahead,  he  was  "  declared  out,"  and 
the  first  and  second  prizes  awarded  the  ladies.  Next  came  a  race  by 
the  lads  of  the  party,  creating  great  merriment ;  and  the  little  four- 
year-old  n-om  Salem,  who  brought  up  the  rear  bo  handsomely,  was 
presented  with  a  special  purse,  a  lad  from  Boston  taking  the  first 
prize.  The  contect  between  two  of  the  solid  doctors  of  Boston,  from 
"  Fader-landt,"  both  solid  in  intellect  and  strength,  won  loud  applause 
as  they  came  in  neck  and  neck,  puffing  and  blowing,  nith  distended 
nostrils  and  protiuding  eyes.  A  three-legged  race  by  a  quartette  of 
hoya  was  nest  in  order,  affording  great  amusement ;  but  the  final  race 
between  the  secretary  of  the  society  and  his  lifelong  fViend  from 
Boston,  created  the  wildest  exiitement,  in  the  midst  of  which  came 
tlie  shout "  the  boat  I  the  boat  I "  when  all  beat  a  hasty  retreat  to  the 
steamboat  landing,  and  gave  a  hearty  welcome  to  our  friends  front 
Lowell.  The  party  now  proceeded  to  the  Favilion,  where  the  tallies 
were  soon  loaded  with  a  great  variety  of  tempting  viands.  The 
cbonder  provided  by  onr  Lawrence  physicians  was  delicious,  and  no 
belter  coffee  was  ever  furnished  on  a  similar  occasion.  The  president 
called  upon  the  Rev.  Mr  Barnes,  of  Wobum,  who  invoked  the  divine 
blessing.  The  appetites  and  tastes  of  all  having  been  fully  satisfied, 
then  came  the  intellectual  treat. 

Tlie  Society  was  now  called  to  order  by  the  President,  Dr.  A.  M. 
Cushing,  of  Lynn,  who  requested  the  Secretary,  Dr.  Morse,  of  Snlem, 
to  read  the  records  of  the  last  meeting.  On  motion  of  Dr.  Whiting, 
the  further  reading  was  omitted,  when  Dr.  H.  M.  Lougee,  of  Lawrence, 
stepped  forward  and  welcomed  the  Society  and  their  guests  to  the 
festivities  of  the  day  in  a  neat  and  appropriate  speech,  which  was 
highly  applauded  and  briefly  responded  to  by  the  president. 

The  Vice-President,  Dr.  David  Foes,  of  Nenburyport,  then  arose 
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and  inlrodnoed  Dr.  Cushin);,  the  president,  who  he  said  would  now 
deliver  bin  "  Inaogurnl  Address  "  The  address  was  entitled  "  Shftdowa 
and  Siinthine  of  a  Physician's  Life,"  and  was  replete  with  excellent 
hamor,  timely  hits,  and  happy  suggestions. 

A  heautifnl  duet  was  now  sung  by  Miss  Ellen  Sargent  and  Mrs. 
Seville  Dhvis  Martin,  of  Lynn,  both  fine  singers,  who  were  preeeut 
by  invitation  of  Dr.  C.  B.  Brown  of  thitt  city.  Their  charming  voices 
on  the  boat  and  in  the  cars  added  much  to  the  pteaanres  of  the  day. 

Dr.  C.  W.  Scolt,  of  Lawrence,  was  next  introduced  as  "  the  poet 
of  the  day  "  ;  hut  the  poem  was  missing,  although  the  doctor  wns  sure 
he  had  it  afewminutrs  before, —  it  had  either  been  lost  In  the  grove  or 
hall.  Dr.  Norton  suggested  that  it  got  into  the  chowder  and  that 
accounted  for  its  l^eing  so  good.  It  was  soon  found  in  the  hall  and 
proved  to  be  an  interesting  biogriiphical  sketch  of  our  honored  Pres- 
ident, Dr.  Cusbing,  of  Lynn.  The  poem  abounded  in  wit  and  elicited 
great  applause  at  its  close. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Scales,  of  Wobnrn,  and  Dr.  Moore,  of  Haver- 
hill, the  thanks  of  the  Society  were  extended  to  Dr.  Gushing  for  his 
Taluable  address,  and  to  Dr.  ScoU  for  hi^  interesting  poem,  and  copies 
requested  for  publication  and  the  archives  of  the  society.  The  So- 
ciety then  voted  to  hold  its  next  regubir  meeting  in  Salem.  A  fine 
glee  was  now  sung  by  the  "  Hatton  Glee  Club,"  of  Lawrence. 

Toasts  and  speeches  were  now  in  order,  the  Secretarj,  Dr.  Morse, 
acting  as  toast-master. 

First  regular  toast,  —  "Hahnemann,"  the  world's  great  benefactor. 
Countless  thousands  today  are  living  monuments  to  the  truth  of  the 
great  primal  law  of  cure  enunciated  by  him,  aimilin  iiimiiibus curantur. 

The  president  called  upon  Prof.  David  Thajer,  of  Boston  to  respond. 

Prof.  Thayer  said,  "  Mr.  President,  ladies,  and  gcntlomen,  I  feel 
it  a  great  honor  to  respond  to  such  a  sentiment.  To  speak  of  Samuel 
Hahnemann,  his  praise,  his  character,  his  genitiH,  I  feel  quite  unequal 
to  the  task  ;  but  as  one  of  his  admirers,  my  feelings  are  enthusiastic. 
He  has  not  always  received  just  praise.  It  is  ttiree  quarters  of  a 
century  since  he  enunciated  his  doctrine,  —  tlie  great  law  of  cure  on 
which  our  healing  art  is  founded.  Many  questions  grow  out  of  that 
law  which  are  not  yet  fully  settled.  The  field  before  us  is  broad  and 
the  laborers  thus  far  have  been'  unequal  to  the  task.  Thafmnders  of 
Homceopathy  in  New  England  were  united  and  earnest.  If  we  are 
like  them.  Homoeopathy  will  prove  a  complete  success.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  some  of  us  who  are  present  to-day  will  live  to  see  Homce- 
opathy  the  dominant  practice  in  this  coun'.ry.  I  joined  the  Massa- 
chnnetts  Homceopatliic  Medical  Scoiety  al)Out  1845.  The  men  who 
organized  that  society  mny  be  counted  on  five  fingers.  The  first 
meeting  hi-ld  was  in  1841.  at  the  house  of  Dr  Charles  Wild,  of 
Brookline.  Dra.  Cutler,  Flagg,  Gregg,  Spooner,  and  Wihl  were 
present.  One  feature  marked  all  these  meetings  —  &  fraternal  feel- 
ing—and if  there  fs  anything  that  will  aid  ua  in  our  progress  it  is 
to  poesesB  that  fraternal  feeling,  which  ever  animated  the  early  dis- 
ciples of  our  school.  Let  us  ever  stand  united,  and  our  cause  shall 
ultimately  triumph." 
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Second  regaUr  toast,  —  "  The  Massachasetta  HomoKipathic  Medi- 
cal Society":  —  distinguished  for  the  int«lligeDce,  culture,  and  indi- 
viduality of  its  members,  —  historic,  on  accouut  of  the  eammary 
expulsions  of-  some  of  its  most  honored  members  by  the  Massachu- 
setta  Medical  Society.  We  are  fortunate  in  having  present  its  worthy 
president" 

Response  by  the  President,  Dr.  Farnswortb,  of  Eiiat  Cambridge. 

"Mr.  President — The  Massachusetts  Homceopathio  Uedic&l 
Society  sprang  from  tJie  Homoeopathic  Fraternity,  not  because  of 
any  enmity  to  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  but  because  iba 
members  desired  to  benefit  the  community.  Most  of  its  early  mem- 
bers have  passed  away,  but  their  example  still  lives  a  benefit  to 
humanity.  In  proof  of  which  we  behold  the  numbers  who  have 
adopted  this  law  of  cure,  and  tbe  success  which  they  have  met  in 
relieving  those  who  have  been  intrusted  to  their  care.  The  obsta- 
cles brought  to  bear  againBt  it  and  tbe  efforts  made  to  stigmatize  some 
or  its  most  honored  members  has  been  its  life,  making  its  members 
more  zealous  and  more  earnest  in  their  studies.  Many  '  regulars' 
have  been  led  tliereby  to  investigate  its  teachings  and  adopt  its  . 
practice.  The  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  has  injured  itself  by 
the  course  it  has  taken,  leading  the  attention  of  the  people  toanexam> 
ination  of  it  —  Homoaopathy  —  and  by  investigation  they  have  been 
led  to  adopt  its  principles  and  practice.  The  Massachusetts  Homceo- 
pathic  Medical  Society  has  several  children.  The  Essex  County 
Society  is  one  of  its  moat  promising  sous.  As  the  people  become 
intelligent  and  acquainted  with  the  homceopathic  law  of  cure,  they 
will  adopt  it." 

Third  regular  toast,  —  "  Boston  University  School  of  Medicine" :  — 
May  it  fulfill  in  its  Maturity  the  bright  promise  of  its  Tovtkl  We 
tender  it  our  best  wishes  and  our  hearty  support. 

lUspxnded  to  by  Prof.  Woodbury,  Registrar  of  Boston  Univer- 
sity  School  of  Medicine :  — 

"Mr.  President,"  —  In  responding  to  this  toast,  I  have  to  make 
acknowledgments  for  a  ^eaW^  entertainment  from  this  society;  but 
you  are  fortunately  well  situated  lo  have  such  gatherings.  You  have 
the  beautiful  Merrimac  River  with  its  islands,  Salisbury  Beach,  Cbo- 
hocco  Pond,  Nabant,  Dr.  Morse,  and  many  other  advantages,  for  he 
did  have  the  advantage  or  me  decidedly  in  the  '  foot  race '  this  morn- 
ing." Dr.  Woodbury  spoke  of  the  early  days  of  the  University,  Two 
years  ago,  when  he  spoke  of  its  opening  prospects  on  a  similar  occa- 
sion, lie  remarked  that  they  hoped  to  stari  with  sixty  students  —  they 
had  ninety,  and  last  year  one  hundred  and  thirty-one."  We  still  con- 
tinue to  appeal  for  sympathy  and  support,  tbiinking  you  for  that 
which  has  been  received  in  the  patit.  And  here  I  desire  to  speak  of 
the  aenicet  of  its  Faculty,  who  have  given  them  gratis  with  a  few 
exceptions,  and  many  of  them  are  large  donors  to  the  school,  while 
several  are  at  the  great  trouble  and  expense  of  coming  from  ten  to 
sixty  miles  once  or  twice  each  week  to  deliver  their  lectures,  with  lit- 
tle prospect  of  reward,  present  or  future. 

"In  1871,  there  were  only  eleven  homoeopathic  students  in  our 
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medical  collies  fh>m  New  England,  and  in  1872,  fifteeD.  la  1874, 
the  whole  number  of  students  from  New  England  In  oar  medical  col- 
lies was  one  hundred  and  seventy-three,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
two  of  them  in  Boston  University  School  of  Moriioine.  We  are  gaining 
our  strength  by  increasing  our  numbers,  enabling  every  town  or  vil- 
lage to  have  a  homoeopathic  physician.  Every  town  that  now  has 
two  allopathic  physicians,  will  support  a  good  homceopathic  physician. 
An  old<8Chool  doctor  recently  expressed  his  surprise  at  the  success  of  a 
young  graduate  of  onr  school,  who  had  recently  taken  up  his  residence 
in  that  town.  '  Why,'  said  he, '  I  had  no  idea  that  I  was  treating 
■o  many  unwilling  patients.'  The  young  man  haa  the  largest  share  of 
the  practice  now.  We  propose  to  make  our  school  a  nursery  of  well- 
trained  stndente."  Prof.  Woodbury  alluded  to  the  early  physicians  of 
onr  school, —  how  unpicpared,  comparatively,  they  went  into  the  fight ; 
that  "  as  it  were,  they  snatched  their  Javelins  from  the  fbrge  half  made, 
to  hurl  them  at  the  enemy." 

A  sweet  song  by  Mrs.  Jennie  Noyes  of  Boston. 

Fonrth  regular  toast,  —  "  The  Pioneers  of  Homoeopathy  in  New 
England  " :  —  they  were  men  of  individuality,  eamett  students,  patient 
toilers  for  tmth ;  they  labor  to  alleviate  the  pains  of  suffering  human- 
ity,  and  we  reap  the  reward  of  their  labors, 

The  president  called  upon  Dr.  Swazey,  of  Springfield,  to  respond, 
which  he  did  by  saying :  "  Mr,  President,  —  I  had  a  feeling  last 
night  on  my  way  heroi  that  I  was  doing  a  foolish  thing  in  coming  so 
far,  and  whi'n  your  active  and  ubiquitous  secretary  put  that  paper  in 
my  face,  I  knew  I  was.  It  must  seem  strange  to  you  that  so  yowttf  a 
man  as  myself  should  be  called  upon  to  respond  to  such  a  toast.  The 
Pioneers  of  Homceopatliy  were  Indeed  men  of  individuality."  The 
doctor  spoke  of  Dr.  Whittle,  and  the  lamented  Morrill  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  others  from  Maine,  Vermont,  and  Rhode  Island,  and  said, 
"HowcanlppeakofGregg,  Flagg,  and  Wesselhoefl,  and  otbersof  Bos- 
ton, without  paying  a  tribute  of  respect  to  their  memories  7  To  Boston 
belongs  the  honor  of  having  the  first  chairman  of  the  American  Insti- 
tute of  Homoeopathy,  Dr.  Josiah  Flagg.  I  like  to  place  the  honor 
where  it  belongs.  Dr.  Wm.  E.  Paine,  of  Bath,  Maine,  was  Introduced 
to  Homcaopathy  by  Dr.  Sandicky,  one  of  the  most  indefatigable  of  the 
pioneers.  Earnest  students  and  patient  toilers,  these  men  were 
earnest  in  pursuit  of  truth,  —  earnest  as  well  as  honest,  —  their  his- 
tory needs  no  comment  firom  me.  I  cannot  preach  as  well  as  your 
president,  but  it  seems  to  me  everybody  is  a  cup  which,  if  set  right 
side  up,  by  earnest  endeavor,  may  be  filled  with  truth.  The  early 
physicians  of  our  school  labored  to  relieve  their  patients  of  early  pr^j- 
ndices,  as  well  as  of  their  bodily  ills,  —  for  merely  to  dispense  drugs 
is  not  all  of  a  physician's  duty,  —  and  we  to-day  are  reaping  the 
rewards  of  their  labors.  ^  We  have  labored,  and  ye  have  entered 
into  our  labors.' "  Dr.  Swazey  closed  with  the  remark  that  a  few  days 
since  he  made  a  visit  upon  Dr.  McParland  in  hia  declining  health. 
When  he  told  the  doctor  of  bis  proposed  visit  to  Lawrence,  he,  Dr. 
MoFarl and,  said,  "Give  my  kindest  regards  to  the  committee  of 
arrangements,  and  tell  them '  1  still  live.' " 
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Another  eong  by  the  Hnttoo  Glee  Club,  followed. 

Firth  regular  toast, — "  The  Ctt;  of  Lawrence":— diatjoguiahed  for 
its  rapid  growth,  business  Interesta,  and  mammoth  mills. 

The  prexident  remarked  that  he  would  call  upon  a  man  to  reepond 
"  who  had  a  backbone  extending  fiom  the  crown  of  bis  head  to  the 
sole  of  his  feet,"  —  Mayor  Tewksbuiy.  of  Lawrence. 

The  Mayor  waa  jireeted  with  round  after  round  of  appUuRe.  He 
replied,  "Mr.  Pre  side  nt,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  —  I  come  out  merely  to 
ahow  you  the  ea^ent  of  that  backbone.  We  are  proud  of  our  lovely 
city,  our  beautiful  river,  our  busy  mills,  and  our  people.  We  are 
proud  of  onr  doctors  and  prouder  of  our  doctors'  wives ;  in  them  we 
get  both  the  useful  and  the  ornamtntal ;  but  as  I  do  not  say  which  is 
useful  and  which  is  ornamental  neither  can  be  oflTended."  He  pleas- 
antly al]urie<l  to  the  various  doctors  of  Lawrence,  —  "  We  have  the  ifre- 
pre»sible  doctor  and  the  agricultural  doctor ;  and  there  are  here  to-day 
two  veneral)1e  doctors  of  the  other  school,  who  show  their  good-wiU 
by  their  presence  at  this  entertainment,  "perhaps  believing  that 
even  though  they  are  old, 


The  Mayor  closed  by  extending  a  warm  welcome  to  the  Society  and 
inviting  tliem  to  repeat  their  visit  at  some  future  lime. 

Sixth  regular  toast, —  "  The  Science  of  Chemistry  " ;  —  It  has  done 
more  for  the  science  of  medicine  than  any  other  of  the  exact  Bciences. 
and  JtH  promiaes  for  the  future  are  atill  more  brilliant  than  its  progress 
in  (he  past. 

Response  by  Prof.  Babcock,  of  Boston  University,  who  replied 
briefly  by  thanking  the  president  for  the  honor  of  calling  upon  him  to 
resiKind  to  such  a  toast,  and  said  thai  although  chemists  might  be 
expected  to  have  gas  ready  for  any  occasion,  he  could  not  bring 
any  intellectual  gas  which  should  burn  most  brilliantly  on  such  an 
oocaeiou,  and  fearing  that  what  he  had  brought  might  prove  a  sort  of 
Babcock's  Extinguisher  (of  which  I  understand  Prof.  B.  is  .the  io- 
Tentor),  he  would  be  brief. 

Seventh  regular  toast,  —  "  Onr  Lawrence  Brothers  " :  —  Surrounded 
by  flying  spindles  and  long  yarn  "bobbin"  around,  are  ever  ready 
to  minister  to  the  afDicted  or  feed  the  hungry. 

The  president  called  upon  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dunning,  of  Lawrence,  to 
respond,  which  he  did  by  remarking  "  that  the  eloquence  of  which  His 
Honor  the  Mayor  spoke  as  being  '  bottled  up '  for  the  occasioQ  is 
in  my  case  in  a  bomtsopatbio  bottle.  The  physicians  of  Lawrence 
are  too  welt  known  to  need  any  praise  ftom  me.  They,  like  oar 
spindles,  are  busy,  —  they  are  good  men,  —  worthy  of  the  city  in  which 
they  live ;  they  are  competent  men  —  they  provide  good  victuals ; 
nccessfut  men,  as  in  my  capacity  of  city  missionary  I  know,  as  I  fol- 
low them  tram  house  to  bouse,  and  if  tbeir  friends  die  I  bury  them." 
Mr.  Dunning  closed  with  words  of  welcome  and  cheer. 

Eighth  regular  toaat,^"The  Press"  :^The  mighty  teacher  of  a 
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fi-ee  people,  whIcL  ehotild  ever  be  wisely  employed  to  suppress  the 
wrong  and  cbampion  the  right, 

Response  by  Cliarles  H.  Webber,  of  The  Sahm  Pout,  who  remarked 
that  "  '  Mark  Twain  '  truly  aavs  *  that  it  is  impossible  for  a  mao  to 
make  an  impromptu  speech  with  less  than  thirty  seconds'  notice,'  and 
as  I  have  hardly  had  that  my  speeob  must  be  brier."  He  spoke  hap- 
pily or  the  Press,  as  the  teacher  of  the  people  and  the  ailent  police  of 
society. 

ffinth  regular  toast,  —  "Woman":  —  Her  mission,  like  Hom<B- 
opathy,  brings  healing  blessings,  and  good  cheer.  May  the  day 
speedily  come  when,  before  the  law,  and  in  all  our  institutions  of  learn- 
ing, she  shall  be  welcome,  and  stand  upon  equality  with  man ! 

Dr.  French,  of  Lawrence,  was  called  upon  by  the  president  in 
answer  to  this  toast.  The  doctor  said  that  he  felt  fionored  to  respond 
to  such  a  sentiment.  He  should  present  no  argument  in  regard  to 
the  position  which  woman  occupies  at  present;  the  time  for  tli»t  had 
passed.  Homceopathy  recognizes  woman  in  her  College  of  Me<licine, 
in  Boston,  giving  her  every  opportunity  to  acquire  medical  knowl- 
edge, and  ftom  there  the  influence  has  spread  to  the  University  of 
Vermont,  two  ladies  this  year  taking  the  first  rank  in  their  class  there, 
which  admitted  them  to  a  very  select  society,  the  "  Phi  Beta  Kappa." 
The  doctor  asked  the  ladies  to  persevere  in  their  studies  as  a  help  to 
them,  tbe  gentlemen,  and  she  shall  come  up  to  the  ballot  and  all  the 
honors  we  can  bestow. 

Dr.  Caroline  Hastings,  of  Boston,  was  also  called  up  by  the  presi- 
dent to  respond  to  the  same  sentiment,  which  she  did  briefly. 

Tenth  regular  toast,  —  "  Fader-lrndt " :  —  She  is  always  repre- 
sented at  our  Annual  Excursion  and  Field  Da^. 

Response  by  Prof.  Krebs,  of  Boston,  who  addressed  himself  to  tbe 
laity  present,  explaining,  somewhat,  the  difference  between  "  regu- 
lar" and  "irregular"  doctors. 

Eleventh  regular  toast, — "The  Medical  Press": — Its  function 
is  to  express  the  noblest  and  most  advanced  thoughts  of  the  profes- 
sion. 

Response  by  Prof.  Walter  Wesselhoeft,  of  Cambridge,  editor  of  the 
New  England  Medical  Gcattte. 

Twelfth  regular  toast,  —  "  The  Legal  Profession  "  i  —  Ever  search- 
ing for  the  right  and  discarding  tbe  wrong,  —  they  have  largely  con- 
tributed their  influence  to  the  EidTanceroent  of  scientific  progress. 

Response  by  John  W.  Porter,  Esq.,  of  balem. 

Thirteenth  regular  toast,  —  "  The  Clerical  Profession :  "  —  Saga- 
cious in  observation,  prudent  in  council,  and  truthful  as  leaders,  — 
they  have  noticed  the  benign  effecto  of  bomceopathio  therapeutics  in 
their  pastoral  relations,  and  adopted  tde  same  in  their  own  households. 

Response  hy  tbe  Rev.  Dr.  Stephenson,  of  Lawrence. 

Fourteenth  regular  loast,  —  "  The  Principles  of  HomiBOpathy  "  :  — 
In  accord  with  the  fundamental  law  of  nature. 

Response  by  Dr.  Daniel  Holt,  of  Lowell. 

Fifteenth  regular  toast,  —  "  The  Field  Day  of  tbe  Essex  County 
HooMBopathio  Medioal  Society":  —  Our  old  spelling-book,  when  we 
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were  boys,  had  a  vise  taw,—  "  All  work  and  no  pU;  makes  Jack  a 
dull  boy  " ;  the  rest  of  it  we  have  no  occaaioo  to  remember. 

Beaponie  by  Dr.  Cummiags,  of  Newburyport. 

Sixteenth  regular  toast, — "Our  Absent  MemborB": — Detaiu«d 
by  professional  laljors  at  home. 

Bespoase  by  Dr.  Woodman,  of  Lynn. 

On  motion,  the  thanks  of  the  Society  were  sererally  exteoded  to 
the  pbystciana  of  Lawrence,  the  "  Hatton  Glee  Club,"  of  Lawreoce, 
the  "  Lynn  Duet,"  and  the  Eastern  Railroad.    Adjoamed. 

Hastily  the  party  now  embarked  upon  the  steamboat,  and  after  a 
short  trip  up  the  Uerrimac,  returned  to  Lawrence  in  season  for  the 
6  p.  M.  train  for  Salem  and  Boston. 

All  agreed  that  they  had  spent  a  moat  enjoyable  day  of  recreation 
and  pleasure,  which  would  long  be  remembered. 

Kathah  R.  MoEtSK,  U.D.,  Sec'y. 


OHAMPLAIN  VALLEY  HOMCEOPATHIC  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

Toe  regnlar  meeting  of  this  sooiel^  was  held  at  the  office  of  Dr.  C. 
B.  Currier,  in  Middlebury,  August  Sd,  and  there  was  a  good  attend- 
ance.  The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Fresident,  Dr.  Currier, 
and  the  mlDUtea  of  the  last  meeting  read  and  approved. 

The  Board  of  Censors  reported  favorably  upon  the  names  of  Jane 
A.  Rich,  M.D.,  of  Bichville,  and  C.  P.  Holden,  M.D.,  of  Rochestw, 
and  they  were  elected  members  of  the  society. 

The  committee  on  nominations  reported  as  follows :  President,  Dr. 
A.  A.  Arthur,  of  Vergennes ;  Vice-President,  Dr.  F.  W.  Halsey,  of 
Port  Henry,  N.  Y. ;  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Dr.  S.  Worcester,  of 
Burlington ;  Censors,  Dra.  E.  B.  Whittakir,  of  Hinesburgb,  Jane  A. 
Rich,  of  Richville,  and  M.  D.  Smith,  of  Addison ;  and  they  were 
elected. 

Dr.  £.  T.  Crafts,  of  Middlebury,  then  read  a  carefully  prepared 
paper  upon  "  Electricity  in  combination  with  active  and  passive  move- 
ments in  the  treatment  of  paralysis. "  Th6  paper  was  a  valuable  one 
and  gave  rise  to  a  discussion  as  to  the  relative  value  of  the  constant 
or  interrupted  current  in  the  treatment  of  disorders  of  the  nervous 
system. 

Dr.  C.  B.  Currier  reported  a  case  of  facial  paralysis  onred  by  Kali 
chloricum. 

Dr.  S.  Worcester  then  read  extracts  from  the  repi»t  of  Dr.  H.  B. 
Stiles,  Superintendent  of  the  State  Humcsopathlc  Asylum  for  the 
Insane  at  Middletown.  N.  Y.  As  this  is  the  first  public  honKBo- 
pathiu  a§ylum  ever  establisbed,  its  report  will  be  locked  for  with 
interest ;  but  as  but  three  wards  are  yet  completed  the  institalion  la- 
bors thus  far  under  great  disadvantages.  Dr.  Stiles  says :  "  Our 
medical  treatment  has  been  purely  according  to  the  homiBopalhic  law 
of  '  SimUia  Simiiibiu  Curantur, '  and  entirely  witlioDt  resort  to  any 
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of  the  fonnB  of  anodyne,  sedative,  or  palli&tlTe  treatment  so  generally 
in  ase.  A  careful  study  of  the  mental  and  physical  symptoms,  to- 
gether with  a  rigid  adherence  to  the  Habnemannlan  principles  of 
selection  and  administration  of  remedies,  has  enabled  as  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  each  indiviciual  case  with  comfort  and  success. " 
And  upon  the  mooted  question  of  restraint,  he  says,  "  Restraint  has 
been  used  Id  comparatively  few  cases,  —  only  by  direction  of  the 
m«dioal  offlcera,  —  and  it  has  been  found  practicable  by  means  of  tact 
and  patience,  to  reatrict  its  use,  even  in  violent  cases,  almost  to  a 
minimum.  In  accomplishing  this  desirable  result  we  hsve  been  largely 
aided  by  the  intelligence,  forbearance,  and  good  temper  of  the  attend- 
ants. Id  all  cases  where  it  was  practicable,  a  degree  of  liberty  has 
been  allowed,  and  paroles  have  very  rarely  been  abused. " 

Drs.  Currier  and  Arthur  reported  interesting  cases,  and  Dr.  Worces- 
ter read  a  brief  paper  upon  vaccination,  which  was  followed  by  a 
discassioD. 

Dr.  C.  P.  Holdeo,  of  Rochester,  presented  a  paper  giving  the  his- 
tory of  Homceopathy  in  Addison  County. 

This  paper  was  very  valuable  as  showing  the  progress  made  by 
HomoBopathy  in  Addison  County  since  Dr.  Oliver  J.  Eells,  of  Cornwall, 
investigated  the  new  aystem  of  medicine  in  1854.  To-day  Addison 
Connty  stands  at  the  head  in  the  number  of  its  practitioners  of  Homoe- 
pathy,  and  is  second  to  none  in  their  standing ;  while  Middlebury  and 
Vergennes,  as  well  as  the  neighboring  towns,  show  what  a  few  earnest 
men  can  do  in  a  single  decade  in  spreading  the  truth,  that  it  is  the 
mild  power  that  la  the  moat  mighty. 

The  Society  than  adjourned  to  meet  on  November  2d,  at  10.30  a.  m. 
SAmncL  WoRCaSTBB,  Se(fy. 


THE  BIRMINGHAM  MEDICAL  INSTITUTE. 
(^Motahly  HommopaAie  Bevita,  Jvly  1,  1676.) 

Ws  referred  io  oar  last  number  to  a  hint  which  had  fallen  ttom  Mr. 
Gsmgee.  that,  the  by.laws  of  this  institute  not  having  been  decided,  it 
might  be  found  that  measures  would  be  adopted  which  would  prevent 
the  election  of  homoeopathists  as  members  in  the  future.  The  attempt 
was  made,  and  met  with  a  more  signal  defeat  than  did  the  original 
effort  to  upset  the  action  of  the  committee  in  electing  Dr.  Gibbs  Blake, 
Dr.  Wynne  Thomas,  Dr.  Craig,  and  Dr.  Aladden  among  the  original 
members.  On  the  tenth  ult.  the  adjourned,  annual,  and  extraordinary 
general  meetings  were  held.  Dr.  Bell  Fletcher  being  in  the  chair. 

At  the  extraordinary  meeting  the  chairman  read  the  report  of  the 
committee,  who  aclinowledged  the  Bssistanoe  they  had  received  fVom 
Ur.  W.  Evans,  and  presented  a  draft  of  by-laws  with  reference  to 
holding  general  meetings,  tlie  appointment  of  a  committee  and  oRicers, 
and  the  conducting  of  the  business.  The  only  by-law  upon  which 
there  was  any  discussion  was  one  which  provid^  that  an  application 
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for  meraborship  should  be  conaicleref!  and  decided  npon  at  a  general 
meetini;,  that  the  name  of  thu  candidnte  should  be  put  up  in  a  con- 
spicuona  place  in  the  office  or  library  or  the  institution,  twelve  days 
prior  to  the  general  meeting,  and  thnt  the  election  sliould  be  made  by 
ballot,  and  one  bhckball  in  five  should  exclude. 

Mr.  T.  H.  Bai'llett  proposed  that  the  by-law  should  be  altered  bo  as 
tooiuittlic  words,  '^Theeleclionahalt  be  made  by  ballot,  and  one  black- 
ball in  Ave  ahnll  exclude,"  and  insert  instead,  "  The  election  shall  be 
made  by  the  meelinir,  either  by  a  show  of  hands  or  otherwise,  as  thej 
shall  determine."  He  saiil  timt  the  modiUcation  which  he  proposed 
was  of  in>pi>rtance  to  tlie  members  of  the  Medical  Institute  indiviil- 
ually,  as  well  as  collectively.  He  consiilereil  that  at  the  present  time 
it  was  singularly  inexpedient  to  allow  the  by-law  to  stand  in  its  origi- 
nal form,  and  there  were  reasons  which  rendered  that  unsuitable  aud 
inconvenient  as  a  by-law. 

He  then  pointed  out  that  howcTer  suitable  it  might  be  to  conduct 
an  eliclion  by  ballot,  and  1o  exclude  by  a  small  number  of  blackballs, 
under  certain  circumstances,  neither  the  constitution  or  ohjecta  of  the 
Medical  Institute  rendered  it  suitable  for  the  adoption  of  this  method. 
He  then  showed  tliat  it  would  enable  the  minority  to  override  the  ma- 
joriiy.  For  instance,  It  would  be  posMhle  for  the  General  Hosptlal 
staff  to  prevent  any  one  connected  with  the  Queen's  Hospital  coming 
into  tlie  Institute,  and  it  would  be  possible  for  the  Queen's  Hospital 
staff  to  do  tlial  likewise  with  the  General  Hospital.  They  had  beard 
a  gieat  deal  about  a  little  heresy  or  schism  that  had  been  admitted 
into  the  Institute,  and  by  this  by-law  they  would  be  in  the  hands  of 
that  schism.  It  would  lie  qnite  possible  fur  homceopalhtc  members  of 
the  Institute  to  interfere  with  allopathic  practitioners  joining  tliem. 
He  mninlained  that  the  munKlcent  donations  which  hnd  been  given  to 
the  instiiuiion  were  for  the  benefit  of  them  all,  and  that  ihey  ought 
to  open  their  portals  as  widuly  as  they  could,  and  allow  every  legally 
appointc<I  man  to  eome  in.  And  he  went  further,  and  said  that  he 
thought  they  had  no  right  to  delegate  the  responslbiliy  and  tnist  to 
the  limited  number  to  which  they  would  delegate  U  if  this  by-law 
refpeciing  blackballing  was  passed. 

Mr,  Manby  Rooonded  th<i  amendment.  He  contended,  tn  regard  to 
the  schism  that  had  been  referred  to,  that  persecution  cou'd  only  breed 
a  martyr,  and  they  hod  no  right  to  meet  a  man  in  general  society,  and 
refuse  admission  to  him  when  he  came  to  the  library.  That  would  be 
injustice.  Kcspccting  the  voting,  he  urged  that  in  an  institution  of 
that  kind  the  voting  ouaht  to  be  conducted  openly.  That  Institute 
onf>ht  to  be  a  plaLfurm  for  free  inquiry,  and  he  should  protest  against 
narrowness  and  sectarianism.  He  did  not  think  that  it  would  be  right 
to  exclude  men  nho  w<.'re  of  the  same  prolession  as  thry  were,  and 
only  differed  as  regariled  method  and  opinion.  They  ought  to  delegate 
this  matter  (o  the  decision  of  the  majority,  and  not  tlic  minority,  which 
might  he  eo  small  as  to  become  a  clique.  Tliey  must  not  pvrmit  the 
great  iutcrcstj  of  the  Institute  to  be  in  the  haiidf  of  a  fev  members, 
and,  Ibercfore,  he  was  in  favor  of  the  majority  carrying  the  question, 
aud  that  there  should  be  no  blackballiug  ai  ult. 
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After  Boroe  remarka  fVom  Mr.  Gramgee,  who  supported  the  amend- 
mottt,  Mr.  Furne^ux  Jordan  Kpoke  io  its  support.  Having  evpre-sud 
bis  eympaihv  witb  the  fullest  toleration  of  opinion  in  mediml  aubjeuta, 
and  made  a  friendly  reference  to  Mr.  Pemberton,  lie  went  on  to  afty 
that  there  might  Ijavc  been  some  precipitancy  ia  tlie  eaily  steps  taken 
with  regard  to  tlie  admission  of  what  might  be  calle<1  the  scpiirfitists, 
but,  if  tliire  was  a  fault,  it  wns  the  spkndid  fault  of  a  too  ttcncrotis 
inteqiretaiion  of  professiunni  feeling.  (•■  Hear,  hear,"  and  '"  No,  no.") 
There  had  been  much  reai'ntinent  and  great  indignation  with  regard 
to  whot  was  done,  but.  the  majo-'itiea  hnvtog  been  so  hirge.  what  wouhl 
have  been  the  case  bad  there  been  no  resentment  and  no  indignation? 
If  be  had  found  himself  in  the  minority  at  any  one  of  those  ci  itinul 
meetings,  —  aud  he  knew  there  nero  several  prcpnred  lo  Uike  his  view 
of  the  matter,  —  if  he  had  found  against  him  a  clear  nn<l  fpuntane- 
ons,  dispassiouale  and  nnbia«sed,  majority,  perfectly  conitciou-i  of  its 
respoDsibiliiy,  and  well  provided  witb  fiuance  and  knowledge  for  the 
conduct  of  the  Ini-titute.  lie  Khould  have  yielded  and  bowed  to  that 
majority.  If,  however,  he  had  found  any  liiw  or  priniiido  that  was 
too  husky  a  morsel  fur  his  moral  dcntilion,  he  «^hould  have  speedily 
retired,  nnd  would  not  have  attcmiited  lo  defeat  the  law  by  a  by-law. 
("  Uear,  heor.")  What  concerned  them  that  day  was  to  Und  out  the 
difference  between  wrong  and  light,  and  lo  try  to  do  what  waa  ri<;ht; 
to  find  out  the  difference  between  injustice  and  Justice,  and  to  try  to 
do  what  was  just ;  to  And  out  wUut  was  b  irshne^s  nnd  unirowuesi  on 
the  oi.e  hanil,  and  what  was  magnanimity  on  tlic  other,  and  to  try  to  do 
what  was  ma)>nauimous.  They  were  not  legislating  for  "  to-dny,"  but 
for  a  long  list  of  "  to-raonows."  History  showed  that  the  orlliodo.ty 
of  one  period  was  the  heresy  of  another,  that  what  was  the  true  faith 
of  one  was  the  schism  of  another,  and  that  tlie  truth  of  to-day  was 
the  exploded  fable  of  to-morrow.  History,  too,  taught  aaother  imi>or- 
tant  lesson,  that,  if  they  would  preserve  their  own  and  their  children's 
right  to  believe  what  they  chose,  lliey  must  admit  the  right  of  others 
now  to  believe  what  they  chose.  By  their  kiadness  he  (Mr.  Jordan) 
had  occupied  many  positions  in  the  medical  profession,  aud  although 
some  of  the  things  he  had  done  were  unpopular  at  the  time,  yet,  if  he 
was  not  mistaken,  they  were  now  becoming  mure  popular;  and  no 
action  had  he  ever  performed,  and  no  vote  had  he  ever  given,  with 
greater  gratification  than  the  vole  he  should  give  thctt  day  in  fivor  of 
eman:ipatioD  from  Journalistic,  metropolitan,  and  tradiliooal  dictation. 
He  was  in  favor  of  entire  and  unconditional  liberty  of  opiuloa. 
(Applause.) 

Sir.  I'einberton,  oftor  some  remarks  on  personal  matters  wldch  had 
srisen  in  the  course  of  the  discussion,  said,  that,  with  regard  to  the 
question  of  blackballing,  it  seemed  to  have  been  conneeied  with  him, 
hut  when  those  gentlemen  (the  homfeopalhs)  were  ailmitted  it  was  an 
accomplished  fact,  and  he  should  make  no  futile  effort  to  disturb  the 
result.  He  was  not  going  to  disturb  the  harmony  of  a  great  profes- 
sional institute.  Ue  was  iii^ed  by  many  of  his  fi  lends  who  tliought 
witb  him  to  propose  a  direct  resolution  that  homcenpalhic  praciition- 
er»  should  not  iu  future  be  admitted  as  members ;  but  he  declined  to 
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do  SO,  because  he  took  it  that  their  admission  vas  an  nocomplished 
fact,  though  he  thought  then,  as  now,  Uiat  the  original  committee  com- 
mitted an  error  of  Judgment,  and  in  reference  thereto  he  wanted  it  to 
be'on  record  that  a  certain  namber  of  members  protested.  If  it  waa 
thought  that  by  the  by-law  he,  or  any  one  who  thought  with  him  on 
the  previous  occasion,  desired  still  to  agitate  tliis  question,  it  was  an 
entire  mistalce.  One  of  bis  strong  faeliugs  now,  liowever,  was  that 
the  element  of  conciliatioo  was  not  before  tliem  in  tliis  matter.  He 
heard  Dr.  H^siop  say  the  other  day  that  no  one  bad  a  greater  respect 
for  minorities  thau  himself.  He  (Mr.  Femberton)  thought  that  had 
not  been  shown ;  for,  If  Dr.  Heslop  had  a  respect  for  minorities,  let 
there  Ite  some  attempt  to  obtain  conciliation.  He  concluded  liy  saying^ 
that,  so  far  as  the  resolntion  before  the  meeting  is  concerned,  he  enter- 
tained no  other  feeling  than  that  a  society  lilie  this  —  it  was  more  than 
a  library  —  should  haye  some  means  by  which  they  couhl,  from  time 
to  time,  say  to  men  that  they  did  not  want  their  company. 

Dr.  Heslop,  after  alluding  to  Mr.  Pcmberton's  remarks,  then  ex- 
plained that  he  wax  in  a  peculiar  position  with  regard  to  the  by-law 
nuder  discussion.  He  was  at  the  meeting  of  the  committee  at  which 
it  was  passed,  and  there  were  only  five  gentlemen  present  entitled  to 
vote ;  Dr.  Fletcher  and  himself  being  opposed  to  it.  He,  however, 
assented  to  its  passing,  because  observations  were  made  by  an  excel- 
lent friend  and  honorable  opponent  which  ted  him  to  think  that  tbis 
matter  would  never  come  up  again.  He  subseqnently  wrote  to  his 
friend  on  the  subject,  stating  that  he  should  be  free  to  vote  against 
the  blackballing  clause ;  and  he  thought  they  wonld  admit  that,  like 
them,  be  was  perfectly  free  to  consider  these  by-laws,  and  change 
tiiem,  as  tliey  bad  already  changed  one  or  two.  If  this  blackballing 
clause  was  passed,  not  a  single  individual  might  be  admitted  into  tbe 
lostitnte,  aa  a  homceopatb  might  be  blackballed  by  an  allopath,  and 
vice  versa;  consequently  this  by-law  meant  a  dead-lock.  He  was  not  a 
little  surprised,  indeed  he  was  ashamed,  that  this  did  not  occur  to 
him  until  a  friend  of  his  pointed  out  to  him  the  real  bearings  of  the 
clause,  which  really  meant  tbe  stopping  of  the  Institute.  That  waa 
not  atC  Was  it  fair  that  on  a  question  of  difference  of  opinion  twenty 
out  of  a  hundred  should  have  the  powur  of  preventing  the  other  eighty 
from  carrying  into  effect  their  view  ?  He  felt  therefore  that  the  by- 
law must  be  amended  in  the  manner  proposed,  and  that  they  must 
still  aiihere  to  those  principles  of  toleration  and  justice  that  they  had 
confirmed  by  such  great  mejorities  on  several  occasions.  In  what 
spirit  dfd  he  ask  tliem  to  vote  ?  If  they  turned  to  the  pages  of  Bishop 
Burnett's  Etilogium  they  would  see  that  he  said  of  MatUiew  Hale,  "  He 
was  even  Just  to  those  who  differed  from  him  most."  (Mr.  Gamgee : 
"  Even  to  his  own  brethren.")  That  was  tbe  impression  he  wanted  to 
make  on  their  minds,  and  he  asked  them  with  the  greatest  contldenoe 
to  vote  for  the  amendment.     (Applause.) 

The  Chairman  said  that  he  was  one  of  the  By-laws  Committee,  and 
he  was  not  in  favor  of  the  ballot.  He  must  say  that  he  detosted  it. 
He  did  not  think  tbat  they  woutd  confirm  their  position  by  excluding 
gentlemen  by  the  ballot,  and  hoped  that  they  would  vote  for  the  ma- 
jority to  decide  tbe  election  of  members. 
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The  amendmeDt  was  then  put  and  carried,  O^Toting  for  and  20 
against  it. 

The  by-laws  as  a  whole  were  then  agreed  to,  and  the  meeting 
concladecl  with  a  Tote  of  thanhs  to  the  Chairman. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


To  TBB  Edttob  op  tbb  New  Ekglatto  MEDIC1.L  Gazkttb  : 

Sir:  —  My  attention  has  be«D  calied  to  a  letter  In  tlie  May  nnmber 
of  your  Journal,  from  Dr.  Berridge,  ofHighhury.  This  gentleman  is, 
I  am  Bure,  correct  in  thinking  that  ttie  editors  of  the  Homcenpnthie 
Monthiy  Hevievi  would  not  have  permitted  its  appearance  in  that 
periodicnl,  and  he  ought  not  to  have  aslced  you,  necessarily  nnac- 
qaajnted  with  many  of  the  circumstances,  to  have  given  it  insertion 
in  ihe  New  England  Medical  OattUe.  His  attack  on  some  English 
Homisopatha  would  not,  I  believe,  have  prevented  its  appearance  in 
the  Jtevieto,  hut  he  has  made  use  of  a  private  letter  of  my  own,  ^ving 
him  some  information  that  he  aslted,  but  which  be  certainly  should 
not  have  published  withon*  my  permission,  as  a  communication  from 
me.  Thia  would  not  bavt  o^en  allowed  to  paits  here.  Then,  i^ain. 
Dr.  Berrtdge  has  thought  proper  to  m'llce  an  attack  apoa  two  mera- 
bers  of  our  profession,  who  being  dead  cannot  defend  thpmselves, 
which  wonid  be  another  reason  for  the  n on- publication  of  his  letter. 

I  am  not  going  to  defend  the  prescriptions  which  he  has  collected, 
and  which  would  be  condemned  by  many  here  as  well  as  by  Dr.  Ber- 
ridge ;  nor  am  I  prepared  to  question  their  accuracy,  tbnugli  the 
etrango  one  of  the  high  dilutioni^t  man  might  be  rather  difficult  for 
the  chemist  who  had  to  prepare  it.  I  do,  however,  wish  to  say  a 
won!  aboQt  my  friends  who  cannot  defend  themselves,  and  first  as 
regards  the  late  Dr.  Mackern.  I  differed  entirely  with  him  in  bis 
conception  of  Hommopathy,  but  never  charged  him  with  "  firaud," 
because  I  knew  him  to  be  a  thoroughly  upright  mun,  prescribing  to 
tbe  iKst  of  hie  ability  for  Lis  patients,  who  had  unbounded  confl<lcnce 
in  him,  and  by  whom  he  was  Unloved  and  respected  in  no  ordinary 
degree  With  reference  to  my  other  friend,  Dr.  Phillips,  Dr.  Ber- 
ridge  maintiunB,  to  hia  disadvantage,  that  he  had  heard  of  his  express- 
ing a  desire  to  be  bleil  during  his  illness.  Whether  be  did  so  or  not, 
I  cannot  say,  but  the  morning  he  was  taken  ill  (not  in  the  "  ice  cold 
bath,"  whivh  is  purely  itnaginary  ;  for  this,  liowever.  Dr  Berritige  is 
not  answerable,  though  a  little  less  readiness  to  pick  up  all  the  rumors 
flying  about  would  have  been  better),  as  consciousness  was  returning, 
he  asked  for  aconite ;  this  medicine  was  not  callefl  for,  and  I  directed 
Urs.  Phillips  not  to  let  him  have  it,  as  he  was  not  In  a  coudition  to 
form  a  clear  judgment  of  what  be  required.  If  he  did  at  any  time  aak 
to  be  bled,  I  should  have  regarded  such  an  expression  simply  as  the 
ocmsequence  of  an  intellect  clouded  with  serious  disease,  and  would 
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COD  skler  H  very  unrair  to  Judge  him  by  these  rambltngs  of  illness.  Dr. 
Fbillipfi  wns  inaialy  instrument  si  in  firmly  esttiblishing  Homoeoprithy 
in  ManeliPfiter.  and  in  London  enjoyed  a  large  share  of  public  confi- 
dence. His  (iosfs  were  larger  than  [  mi^ht  like,  but  tliey  were  hoo- 
eslly  prefcci  ibed,  and  we  have  yet  to  learn  lUal  the  nee  of  the  right  of 
private  Judgment  ia  to  be  taken  anay  as  soon  as  a  man  becomes  a 
honxcopath,  or  if  used,  must  be  done  so  subject  (o  an  accusation  of 
"  fraud,"  if  there  is  any  difference  with  Dr.  Berridge,  As  regards 
Dr.  Kidd,  I  can  neither  defend  bis  Homa?opathy  or  bin  Allopathy ;  but 
though  my  difference  with  him  led  me  to  withdraw .  from  the  cnse,  as 
an  uiiderbtandiog  previously  existed  between  him  and  Dr.  Phillips 
that  if  ill  he  should  atteud  him,  still  I  have  no  doubt  Dr.  Kuid 
acted  conscientiously,  to  the  best  of  his  ability,  but  I  do  not  consider 
that  nhat  I  regard  as  his  failure  in  judgment  entitles  Dr.  Berridge  to 
charge  him  with  fraud.  Dr.  Kidd  has  for  some  time  withdrawn  from 
the  Biitish  HoDiceopathic  Society.  Experience  has  taught  me,  as  I 
hope  )t  may  teach  Dr.  Beriidgc,  that  men  may  eiitiicly  differ  and  yet 
be  perfectly  honest  in  the  maintenance  of  their  opinions. 

I  am  sorry  to  have  lo  trouble  you  with  this  long  letter,  but  as  Dr. 
Beiridge's  tetter  is  likely  to  prove  very  horlful  to  the  feelings  of 
others,  1  feel  called  on  to  protest  i^ainst  the  use  he  has  made  of  my 
letter. 

I  am,  sir,  yours  faithflilly, 

William  V.  Drdrt, 
•        7  Harley  Street,  CavendUh  Square,  Xon<foii< 
July  8,  1875. 

Fabis,  June  28,  1875. 

Dear  GtAzktte: — According  to  promise,  you  shall  have  a  few 
words  from  this  side  of  the  water,  though  I  cannot  expect  to  give 
much  ttiat  is  new  lo  physicians  who  have  studied  here.  Our  last 
momcnte  in  Boston  were  a  delightful  surprise,  and  we  carry  with  us  & 
welcome  and  useful  testimonial  of  the  kind  wishes  and  fraternal 
regards  of  onr  associates  and  friends.  We  sailed  on  June  5th  from 
5iew  York,  in  the  Ciiy  of  Chetter,  of  the  Inman  Line,  which  1  mnst 
specially  commend  to  your  leadeie  for  the  stanch  and  thorough 
character  of  the  ships,  the  courteous,  friendly ,  and  attentive  bearing  of 
the  officei's,  and  especially  for  the  regard  for  the  comfort  and  health 
of  the  passengers  in  eveiy  way.  The  staterooms  arc  large  and  airy, 
and  the  ventilation  ia  everything  that  could  be  expected.  Then,  too, 
the  electric  bells  and  fixed  bowls  and  water  faucets  can  only  he  appre- 
ciated by  one  who,  sick  enough  to  jump  overboard,  has  been  obliged 
to  btnnd  at  his  stateroom  door  and  shout  "  steward,"  when  in  his 
position  every  minute  seemed  an  age ;  or  who,  in  lifting  the  pitcher 
of  water  for  moiniug  ablution,  is  shurply  "keeled  over"  by  the 
sudden  roll  of  the  ship,  and  he  Ituda  himself  taking  a  bath  on  the  floor 
of  hit  stateroom.  « 

Just  before  slartEng,  my  fViend,  Dr.  Henry  D  Paine,  gave  me  a 
bottle  of  Tobcxuia,  which  he  had  found  serviceable  in  seasicknesa. 
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Many  of  its  symptoms  do  inilced  correapoml  very  well  with  thia 
trouble,  anil  in  one  or  two  cases  in  which  I  gave  it  there  speraerl 
t»  be  decided  benefit;  but  fortunately  or  nnrorHinately  for  clinical 
observation,  the  greater  part  of  the  voyage  was  qniie  smooth  ami  very 
little  seasickness  prevailed  on  board,  so  th:it  I  cannot  say  if  Tabacun 
possesses  any  advantages  over  the  classical  Nax  and  Coccidus.  I 
fenr,  however,  that  we  have  no  specific  for  this  aftcction.  The  con- 
stant, unrelenting  moliou  requires  time  for  the  system  to  become 
accustomed  to  it,  and  until  then  the  functions  arc  disturbed  and  t!i6 
brain  and  nervous  system  deranged.  Everything  about  is  in  motion  ; 
even  the  "  Bessamer  boat "  cannot  prevent  motion  in  an  unusual  and 
disagreeable  manner,  and  it  has  consequently  proved  a  failure. 

As  fellow-paasengers  we  had  tlie  American  Team,  who  have  come 
over  for  an  internationnl  trial  of  sl<ill  in  rifle  shooting  at  long 
range —  1.000  yards,  or  more  than  a  half  mile.  Shooting  is  not  their 
only  ecGomplishment,  and  instead  of  a  set,  of  "  fast  "  young  men  they 
proved  to  be  a  company  of  quiet,  steady,  cultivated  gentlemen,  no  one 
of  whom  indulges  in  either  sraolting  or  drinking,     Success  to  them  ! 

At  Liverpool  I  called  on  Dr.  Moore,  whose  genial  manner  and 
honest,  pleasant  face  many  of  your  readers  will  remember  at  the  St. 
Louis  meeting  of  the  Institute,  but  he  was  away  fur  his  health ;  he  ts 
suffering  from  rheuinatic  gout.  I  did  see  Drysdale,  so  well  known  by 
his  writings,  and  found  him  the  same  earnest,  intense,  hard-working 
man  as  of  yore.  Via  says  that  Homoeopathy  is  making  great  progress 
in  the  profi'ssion  ontaide  of  our  school.  Many  so-called  allopathic 
physicians  give  homccoputhic  medicine  either  wittingly  or  unwittingly ; 
but  the  great  want  of  our  own  school  in  England  is  a  suitable  place  of 
instruction,  where  the  students  can  learn  Homeopathy  anil  all  the  col- 
laterals of  medical  science.  But  to  estahliah  such  a  college  is  an 
almost  hopeless  task  in  England.  Ur.  Dryadale  spoke  of  the  letters 
fyom  England  in  the  May  number  of  ihe  Gazette,  as  calculated  to 
convey  an  injurious  aa  well  na  erroneous  impression  of  the  state  of 
Homoeopathy  in  England ;  and  since  be  is  not  inclined  to  rose-colored 
exaggeration,  and  has  had  a  long  experience  in  a  way  that  would  give 
him  the  means  of  judging,  1  acc(.-pted  hi^  stulement,  which  my  eubss- 
quent  experience  in  London  more  than  coiiflrmcd.  The  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  British  HomtBopathic  Medical  Association  was  held  on  June 
23d  and  24th,  at  the  Homoeopathic  Hospital  in  Great  Ormoud  St. 
Unlike  our  meetings  it  is  held  in  the  evenings ;  t'.e  society  assembled 
for  private  business  at  six ;  then  a  simple  collation,  tea,  coffee,  and 
bread  and  butter  followed  \  and  at  eight  the  scieutiflo  session  begun. 
A  paper  was  read  by  Mr,  Cooper,  on  Sulphur  us  a  Remedy  in  Inter- 
mtttents.  He  gave  hia  reasons,  from  the  proving^  of  sulphur,  for 
selecting  this  remedy,  and  cited  several  cases  of  quotidian  fevers  cured 
thereby.  The  discussion  of  the  paper  then  commenced,  and  each  one 
iu  turn  was  expected  to  say  something  in  relation  to  it ;  and  among 
tbose  present  who  spoke,  and  genendly  in  a  most  solid  and  sensible 
manner,  were  Drs.  Dudgeon,  for  thirty  years  one  of  the  principal 
editors  bf  the  Briivh  /ournat  "f  Homoeopathy,  the  best  journal  of  our 
school  ever  published ;  Lcndam,  so  well  known  by  bis  treatise  on 
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dieeasGB  of  women  ;  Hughes,  a  man  of  great  cnltiTslion  anil  profound 
tboDgbt,  whose  work,  let  us  hope,  yet  to  be  long  continned,  has  already 
made  a  wide  and  deep  impressioti ;  Bayes,  also  a  writ«r  and  practi- 
tioner of  note,  and  Wy Id,  Blackley,  Heweon,  Koth,  Mackechnle,  Car- 
frae,  and  others.  This  occupied  the  entire  evening  ;  and  I  may  nolo  a, 
method  which  gives  a  coixect  and  ofTen  cooiptete  report  of  the 
meeting.  "While  each  person  is  speaking  the  secretary  prepares  an 
abstract  of  the  leading  points,  on  fomjis  prepared  expressly,  end  when 
he  clones  hands  it  to  him,  with  the  request  that  be  wilt  revise  or  correct 
and  return  it  before  a  certain  date,  otherwise  bis  remarks  will  be 
entirely  omitted,  as  this  is  the  only  copy  of  notes  in  the  secretary'* 
band. 

On  Thureday  evening  the  society  assembled  in  larger  numbers  — 
sbunt  forty ;  and  afler  the  business  and  the  refreshments  an  address 
waa  delivered  by  the  vice-president,  Dr.  A.  C.  Pope.  It  was  excellent 
throughout,  and  contained  many  statistics  of  tl>e  condition  of  the 
society  and  of  Homoeopathy  in  Great  Britain.  Fortj-flve  years  ago, 
when  the  now  venerable  president  of  the  society.  Dr.  Quin,  came  to 
London,  although  he  was  phj  sician  to  the  King  of  Belgium,  and  a  man 
of  excellent  social  position,  yet,  incited  by  the  Royal  College  of  tini^ 
geona,  the  members  of  a  scientific  club  to  which  be  was  proposed  as 
a  memWr,  treated  him  with  the  largest  number  of  black  balls  ever 
given  by  any  club  in  England,  simply  snd  wholly  because  he  was  a 
bomceopathist.  But  he  has  lived  to  see  the  day  when  every  member 
ri  gr<  tted  such  narrow  and  disgraccftil  action,  and  he  wa^  as  nnani- 
nously  called  to  tbe  same  club.  Jn  London,  out  of  one  hundred  and 
ten  practitioners,  forty-two  sre  members  of  the  society,  and  there  are 
seventy-two  mtmbers  outside  of  the  metrojiolis.  Aside  from  the  Inrge 
and  incieaslng  number  of  practitioners  who  avow  their  belief  in 
H(  meet  paihy,  tbeie  are  many  more  who,  led  by  such  men  as  Sidney 
BingiT,  are  picking  up  homoeopathic  crumbs  outside  of  the  Hah nc- 
mam  isn  fold,  end  «ith  whom  ne  ought  not  to  quarrel,  felncetbey  wiab 
to  get  ab  near  right  as  tbeii  prejudices  and  associations  will  allow. 

The  Ucmffioptithic  Hospital  on  Great  Ormond  Street,  which  has 
strtigglid  hard  for  several  years,  is  now  in  better  condition  than  ever 
before.  It  includes  three  fine  old  dwelling-houses  united  in  one 
building,  providing  some  forty  beds  and  capable  of  adding  twenty 
more.  Financially  it  is  in  good  condition,  and  if  the  steady,  earnest 
woik  required  is  ss  taiiLlully  performed  as  now,  there  can  be  no 
qutstif^n  as  lo  the  ultimate  result. 

f>ir.ce  my  latt  visit  to  London,  seventeen  years  ago,  the  increase  in 
t)  e  ni  m)  er  of  homoeopathic  dispensaries,  both  public  and  private,  is 
Teiy  noteworthy,  while  the  phsimscies.  of  which  there  were  at  that 
time  only  three,  sie  more  than  tripled,  which  is  the  best  indication  of 
an  iniieasid  demand  for  homceipaihic  medicine  from  the  people. 
With  all  these  facts  so  patent  it  stems  singular  that  a  London  physi- 
cian could  have  «rilten  such  a  letttr  as  a[ipesred  in  the  May  number 
of  11  e  Oozetle.  Of  sone  forty  or  fifty  physicians  whom  I  met,  eome 
of  whom  pn  ctised  H(  n.oropalhy  before  this  doctor  was  bom,  there  was 
net  one  vLo  had  seen  the  article  but  considered  it  too  distorted  and 
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too  ridiculous  to  commaad  even  a  reftatatioD.  What  confldeoce  can 
be  eiven  to  the  observations  on  doablfal  Bnbjects  or  on  scientiQc 
matters  of  a  man  with  such  obliquity  of  vision,  if  nothing  worse? 

Without  doubt  HomcBopathy  is  not  making  as  great  progress  in 
G-reat  Britain  as  one  might  wish,  but  when  we  consider  the  immense 
force  opposed  to  it  in  all  the  colleges,  hospitals,  and  scientific  institn- 
tions,  and  that  it  is  making  great  headway  in  spite  of  all  this,  we  may 
well  bide  the  (bture.  The  greatest  need  la  what  we  so  long  felt  in 
Boston,  —  a  school  where  oar  students  could  be  well  inducted  in  tlie 
most  advanced  principles  of  medicine  and  therapeia.  That  want  which 
to  UB  has  been  so  fortunately  supplied  in  a  measure,  by  our  medical 
school,  the  physicians  of  London  appreciate,  and  during  the  past  win- 
ter a  course  of  lectures  has  been  instituted  at  the  Great  Ormond  Street 
Hospital,  on  Homcsopathy  and  especially  the  homcsopathic  Materia 
Medica, —  the  greater  number  of  these  have  been  given  by  Dr.  Hughes. 
I  did  not  have  the  pleasure  of  hearing  bim,  but,  in  hie  absence,  by 
good  fortune  Dr.  Dudgeon  lectured,  and  we  had  a  treat  in  bis  review 
of  and  observations  on  Hepar,  Hydrastis,  and  Hyosoyamus.  His 
former  lectures  on  Homceopathy,  are  among  the  best  writings  of  our 
school,  and  makes  us  long  for  more.  The  whole  course  has  been  so 
eaccessftal  that  it  was  unanimously  voted  by  the  society  to  continue 
the  lectures  next  winter.  We  can  only  wish  that  all  onr  medical 
brethren  could  listen  to  them.  They  were  at  flrat  a<lvertieed  in  the 
J.a7Ket,  but  after  two  insertions  the  Lnncel  awoke  to  the  danger  which 
was  thus  put  beforethe  profession,  and  withheld  its  f^irtberpuhlication. 
It  Is  possible  that  this  is  the  beginning  of  a  complete  medical  school. 

I  must  not  omit  the  closing  scene  of  the  meeting,  which  was  around 
tho  social  board  at  the  house  of  Dr.  Bayes.  Between  forty  and  fifty 
physicians  were  present ;  and  though  our  host  called  it  a  "  house  warm- 
ing "  for  his  new  house,  yet  all  felt  that  his  own  warm,  noble  heart 
imparted  warmth  and  Joy  to  each  guest.  After  a  honntinil  supper, 
toasts  followed  "The  Queen"  and  "Hahnemann"  were  followed  by 
"  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  our  American  Brethren." 
You  will  be  pleased  to  know  that  our  country  was  ably  repreBent«d 
on  this  occasion  by  Professor  Ludlam,  who  is  spending  the  summer  in 
Europe,  and  who  came  over  from  Paris  for  the  express  purpose  of 
attending  this  meeting.  I  intended  to  say  something  In  this  letter  of 
the  allopathic  hospitals,  colleges,  and  museums,  but  it  Is  already  too 
long,  and  I  must  close  by  expressing  my  firm  conviction,  that  nowhere 
has  Homoeopathy  more  strong,  sturdy,  able  advocates  than  In  Eng- 
land, and  that  nowhere  has  our  system  a  more  solid  foundation. 

In  my  next  letter,  I  will  give  you  eocne  of  my  experieuces  and  im- 
preasioos  in  France. 

Very  sincerely, 

1.  T.  Talbot. 
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A  CoDRSE  OF  LEOrtRES  OH  Fhtsioloot  :  aa  delivered  by  Professor 
Ktisa,  at  the  Medical  School  of  the  University  of  Strassbourg. 
Edited  by  Matbins  Duval,  M.D.  Translated  from  second  and  re- 
vised ediiion,  hy  Bol-erl  Aniory,  M.D.,  formerly  Professor  of  Phys- 
iology at  the  Uedical  School  of  Maine.  Boston :  James  Campbell. 
1875. 

We  welcome  with  much  satisfaction  this  latest  effort  to  introdnce 
among  American  me'Iieal  students  the  modern  views  of  Continental 
physiologists,  hy  lenderinfi;  directly  into  English  so  able  and  clear  a 
compend  as  that  of  Pi'of  Kijss,  instead  of  filtering  its  snbstance  feebly 
through  native  mind,  as  has  been  quite  too  much  the  fasliion  of  late 
among  our  ambitious  authors.  It  is  a  matter  of  no  trifling  importance 
that  we  should  endenvor  to  emaucipate  ourselves  gradually  fi'om  the  too 
powerful  influence  which  British  scientific  liternture  must  necessarily 
exercise  in  our  professional  tniiiiing.  and  which,  beneficial  as  it  cer- 
tainly is,  in  the  purely  practical  branches,  nmst  be  recognized  as 
retarding  in  the  deductive  sciences,  and  this  emancipation  can  only  be 
effected  either  by  encouraging  to  the  utmost  original  research,  or  by 
studving  French  and  German  authors  in  Iheir  own  langiinge  or  in 
faithful  Iriinslations.  Kor  the  purpose  which  the  manual  before  us  is 
intended  to  serve,  a  better  selection  could  bardlv  have  been  made  than 
the  work  of  ihe  Alsatian  professor,  whose  nationality  places  him  be- 
tween the  French  and  the  German  schools,  and  wlio  thereby  combines 
he  virtues  of  both,  possessing  the  German  finivcrsality  with  the 
French  vigor  and  corrrctnef^s  of  ullerance,  from  which  results  a  trea- 
tise giving  in  sufflcient  delail  whatever  is  positively  known  of  its 
Buhjrct.  bi!Kides  all  thnti^  backed  hy  so  much  probability  as  to  warrant 
its  being  embodied  in  a  didactic  work,  and  giving  it  in  r  form  which 
cannot  fail  of  being  attracti\e  to  the  student  as  well  as  to  the  physi- 
oan 

The  general  arrang-ment  of  the  work  .'(dmits  of  do  criticism. 
Wheiher  a  treatise  on  special  pliysiology  begins  with  innervation,  as  in 
the  one  Iwifore  us,  or  with  mu-cular  action,  as  that  of  Fick,  or  with  the 
blood,  as  Hermann,  or  digestion,  as  Bennett,  Dalton,  and  others,  is  as 
yet  a  matter  of  no  coi. sequence  ;  a  fact  which  may  Ire  taken  as  evidence 
eitlicr  of  ilie  rudimentary  state  in  which  the  science  still  must  be 
when  its  ablest  expounders  are  unable  to  agree  upon  the  relative  posi- 
tion nn<l  importance  of  the  various  Ainctions  of  which  it  treats,  or  of 
its  comp!et<'ness,wV,ich  makes  it  immaterial  at  which  point  its  consi<)er- 
alien  is  b..-gua.     What  is  of  inCnitely  more  importance  ia  the  leading 
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theory  which  underlies  the  whole,  bringing  it  into  oonMnsiis  with 
Other  sciences,  and  uniting  its  various  parta  harmoniously  with  each 
other.  This  office  in  the  present  case  is  performed  by  the  cell  theory, 
trhich  as  3'et  wiihstanda  unsliakeu  all  etfurls  to  dislodge  it,  aud.  grow- 
ing with  the  growth  of  micros copiual  science,  still  promises  to  revolu- 
tionize practical  medicine  more  profoundly  tlian  any  other  scientific 
discovery  of  the  age.  Unhappily  the  bare  promise  alone  exists  to- 
day, notwiih  stand  lag  the  undoubted  inQuence  already  exerted  upon 
many  of  the  current  views  of  morbid  processes  by  Virchow's  cellular 
pathology,  and  to  hasten  its  fruition  do  oiher  nay  exists  th:in  to 
familiarize  without  loss  of  time  the  present  generation  with  the  facts 
and  potentialities  of  the  cell  doctrine  in  its  most  modem  form.  This 
is  most  plainly  set  forth  by  Kiiss,  who  had  added  not  a  little  to  its 
elnboration,  but  it  is  to  be  regretted  that,  like  so  many  others,  he 
should  have  found  himself  unable  to  resist  the  temptation  of  tacking 
on  to  it  a  rag  of  another  color,  by  giving  prominence  to  the  idea  of 
the  "globule"  as  the  original  structural  element,  which  has  found 
mnch  favor  in  France,  and  appears  intended  to  denote  a  theory  stand- 
ing somewhere  between  the  molecular  theory,  as  advocated  by  Bennett, 
of  Edinburgh,  and  the  cell  theory  of  Virchow. 

It  introduces  a  source  of  we.iknes^  and  confusion  by  giving  undue 
weight  to  the  primordial  form  of  protoplaitm.  its  least  definite  and  least 
important  property,  thereby  tending  to  obscure  the  chicfest  of  its  at- 
tributes '■  the  promise  and  potency  of  every  fonn  and  quality  of  life." 
The  old  term 'cell  "may  be  open  to  objections,  but  it  IS  no  more  so 
than  the  term  "  globulp,"  and  having  become  geuural,  and  its  original 
signification  having  been  lost  sight  of  under  the  new  and  more  appro- 
priate conceptions  wliicb  have  clustered  around  it,  it  is  quite  as  unde- 
eirable  for  the  present  to  drop  this  expression  as  it  is  to  drop  many 
Others  In  physiology  and  medical  science  generally,  which,  although  their 
original  signiflealions  belong  to  other  times  and  views,  convey  to-day 
the  most  piecisc  rai^aning  that  modern  science  can  give  tbem.  It  must 
be  s^iid,  however,  for  Prof.  Eiiss  and  his  editor  that  the  properties 
and  functions  of  tlie  cell  and  its  intimate  relations  to  all  the  processes 
of  the  organism  are  treated  of  in  so  lucid  a  manner  and  so  fully  in 
accordance  with  the  principles  of  the  cell  theory  as  commonly 
received,  that  the  fact  of  its  original  form  b^'ing  mode  to  assume  a 
■  prominent  position,  proves  to  be  less  misleading  than  it  would  other- 
wise be. 

Another  feature  of  no  little  moment,  in  a  test-book  which  is  to  play 
an  important  parLiu  forming  the  miudd  of  the  rising  generation  in  the 
profession,  is  the  spirit  in  which  it  is  written.  If  the  author  lacks 
breadth  and  equal  interest  in  all  the  departments  of  his  subject,  like 
Dalton,  or  has  a  hobby  or  personal  spleen  to  gratify,  like  Bennett, 
his  work,  however  meritorious  otherwise,  will  be  a  most  undesirable 
one  to  recommend  to  students.  We  arc  glad  to  be  able  to  sav  that 
in  the  work  before  us,  the  subject  is  treated  wirhout  that  old-time 
dogmatism  which  makes  the  text-books  on  physiology  hitherto  in  use 
among  us  both  dull  and  incapable  of  ready  ail;iptation  to  tlje  pro- 
gressive changes  of  the  science.     It  is  conceived  in  a  truly  scientific 
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and  coBmopolitan  spirit,  which  counteracts  most  beneficially  the  pmi- 
tive  matiner  in  vhich  not  unfVequently  views  are  pot  forth  as  relating 
to  matters  of  fact  which,  outside  of  France,  are  by  no  means  recognized 
as  absolutely  tme  and  final,  «.  g.  the  experiments  of  LallemRnd  and 
Feirin  upon  alcohol ;  the  actual  existence  of  an  epithelial  lining  of 
the  pulmonary  alveoU  in  the  adult,  the  efi'ects  of  cauterization  on  the 
prostatic  portion  of  the  urethra,  etc.  Ae  it  is  growing  more  and  more 
impossible  fVom  year  to  year  to  write  a  book  in  any  department  of 
medical  science,  of  which  many  of  the  statements  must  not  expect  to 
be  doubted  or  overthrown  within  a  very  short  time,  the  existence  of 
aasertions  such  as  those  alluded  to  are  not  to  be  considered  in  any 
sense  as  an  objection  to  the  new  manual. 

Of  the  trauKlation,  we  msy  say  that  no  two  opinions  can  exist  as  to 
its  merits.  None  can  know  the  difficulties  which  beset  the  translstor'a 
path  but  ha  who  has  faithfully  sud  intelligently  tried  to  render  a 
scieulific  work  ttom  one  language  into  another.  In  this  instance 
these  diOlcullies  have  been  overcome  in  the  most  creditable  manner. 
The  English  ns  a  general  thing  is  clear  and  graphic ;  here  and  there 
awliWBt^  sentences  occur,  when  tbe  translator  has  adhered  a  little 
too  closely  to  French  idioms,  but  these  are  rare  and  of  no  great 
importance.  Why  he  should  have  chosen  to  substitute  English  uomi- 
natives  plursl  such  as  "  ganglions,"  "  epitheliums,"  etc.,  for  the  cus- 
tomary and  much  more  euphonious  Latin  ones,  while  he  adopts  the 
unusual  Latin  in  the  plural  of  tinus,  incarftu$,  etc.,  does  not  readily 
appear.  In  rbture  editions,  of'  which  we  hope  to  see  many,  theaa 
-  asperities  will  be  easily  smoothed  away. 

I'he  book  most  certainly  fills  a  void  long  and  seriously  felt ;  and, 
onless  we  greatly  mistake  the  spirit  of  scientific  study  among  us,  it< 
merits  will  recommend  it  speedily  to  both  tt.'acberN  and  students  of 
physiology  throughout  the  land. 

Enciclopkdu  op  Fdbb  Materia  Hsdica.    T.  F,  Allen.    Boericke  & 

Tafel. 

The  second  volume  of  this  greatest  of  homoeopathic  publications  is 
already  at  hand,  embracing  all  the  known  efi'ects  of  those  o(  our 
drugs  which  stand  alphabetically  between  aurum  and  carduus  marinua. 
Critiques  there  have  already  been  many  of  this  stnpendous  work, 
but  none  have  been  anything  but  favorable  and  encouraging.  Among  ' 
practitioners  generally  we  find  a  variety  of  opinions  concerning  the 
desirability  of  such  a  work,  —  many  formed  hastily  and  superficially  on 
mere  hearsay,  —  but  no  one  who  has  looked  into  its  details,  and  has 
made  himself  acquainted  with  its  scope  and  purpose,  can  doubt  its 
importance  for  the  advancement  of  scientific  therapeutics.  We  once 
tnure  arge  every  practitioner  to  possess  himself  of  the  volumes  already 
out  and  thereby  to  obtain  the  means  of  purifying  his  own  materia 
niedica. 

KKCiCLorfDtA  OP  PusB  MiTERU  Medica.  —  A  list  of  errats  to 
Vols.  I  and  II  will  be  published  at  the  end  of  Vol.  III.  It  is  regretted 
tbat  a  single  error  shonld  b«  found,  but  even  repeated  revision  fails  to 
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make  a  work  of  this  8cop«  and  magnitude  absolatel;  perfect.  The 
editor  now  calls  upon  any  one  to  point  out  an  error  or  omission,  or  to 
criticise  a  translation,  or  suggest  any  item,  however  small)  that  would 
ren(1er  this  work  more  accurate.  Lt't  such  notes  be  communicated  to 
the  editor,  or  published  in  ttie  Journals,  in  order  tbat  we  may  possess 
a  perfectly  reliable  foundation  for  oui'  therapeutics.  T.  F.  Allen, 
M.  D.,  3  East  SSd  Street,  New  York. 

Ah  interesting  lecture  byDr.  Brown-Seqnard,  on  some  new  views 
concerning  the  localization  of  the  functions  of  the  brain,  will  appear 
in  an  early  number  of  the  Boaton  Medical  and  Svrgfcal  Journal. 
Other  important  articles  are  announced,  inoluding  one  on  the  treat- 
ment of  typhoid  fever  by  cold  water,  by  Prof.  B.  T.  Edes,  and  one  on 
the  non-restraint  method  adopted  for  the  treatment  of  the  insane  at 
Dr.  Fraser's  asylum  in  England.  Prof.  Henry  J.  BigeJow  will  shortly 
publish  an  interesting  paper  on  exstrophy  of  the  bladder ;  and  Prof. 
B.  H.  Fitz  will  contribute  some  original  investigatious  on  the  pa- 
thology of  nymphoangeioma. 

Bachbldbs's  Fofulab  Bebobts  and  How  to  Reach  thbu.  Illus- 
trated. Sd  edition,  revised.  Boston :  J.  B.  BacheJder. 
An  excellent  work  containing  information  for  which  every  physi- 
cian wilt  be  grateflil  to  the  author.  It  not  only  gives  careful  details 
of  every  place  of  any  note,  but  also  of  a  great  many  which  hitherto 
have  been  inaccessible  in  consequence  of  their  oliscurily  and  retire- 
ment. There  are  also  most  useful  hints  to  travellers,  the  value  of 
which  cannot  be  overestimated. 

Uedical  Ethics  Illostsatbd.  Report  of  the  arraignment,  trial,  and 
acquittal  of  a  member  of  the  Homosopathic  Medical  Society,  of 
Middle  Tennessee  for  acting  in  (tic)  a  board  of  examiners  for  pen- 
sions with  allopathic  associates.  What  appears  to  be  a  feeble  joke 
on  the  part  of  the  above  named  society. 

Ibidotoht,  asd  rrs  Afplicabilitt  to  Gebtain  Defects  or  the  Etb. 
By  A.  W.  Calhoun,  U.D  ,  Atlanta,  Georgia. 

Thb  Extxmsioi'  Windlass,  presented  to  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation,   By  Charles  Denison,  Denver,  Colorado. 

The    iNTLDBltCSS    OP    THE  CUKATE    OF    COLORADO    ON  TSB  NeBTODI 

Ststeh.    By  Charles  Denison,  Denver,  Colorado. 

A  Bbfort  oh  the  Htoienb  op  tbb  Uhitbd  States  Abut,  wttb 
Desobiftiom  op  HnTFABT  Posts. 

Surra's  Hoh<bofathio  Ystebikabt  Chabt. 

Smith's  Hoii4XOfathio  Phabmact,  New  York. 
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ITEMS  AND   EXTRACTS. 


"  Let  us  be  Phisioaks  Indeed." —  The  formiils,  "  SimiUa  aimilib'ta 
cttraMnr,"  is  tbe  only  one,  which,  by  its  vast  range  of  application  and 
by  the  multiplicity  of  its  cures,  has  attained  the  hmght  aud  dignity 
of  law.  Yet,  while  a  great  deal  of  allopathic  practice  is  curative  by 
the  leaven  of  homceopatby  wbicb  it  contains,  it  is  Dndoubtedly  true 
that  there  are  methods  or  processes  by  which  nature  is  aided  and 
cures  are  effected,  which  are  not  fairly  explicable  by  our  philosophy. 

Thus,  it  is  always  proper,  whenever  we  can,  to  remove  tbe  causes 
of  disease  when  they  are  Ktill  acting  upon  the  body.  To  extract  a 
carious  tooth  for  neuralgia,  to  give  an  emetic  to  rid  the  stomacti  of  an 
indigestible  burden,  and  to  destroy  and  expel  worms,  are  examples  of 
cures  of  this  class. 

Again,  it  is  sotaettmea  necessary  to  use  mechanical  and  chemical 
measures  in  the  course  of  our  treatment ;  and  theae  are  to  be  deter- 
mined and  used  according  to  the  laws  of  natural  philosophy  and  chem- 
istry. 

It  is  sometimes  requisite  to  give  remedies,  such  as  iron  and  lime, 
which  are  natural  constituents  of  the  human  body  and  which  may  be 
deficient  on  account  of  disease. 

It  may  sometimes  become  imperatively  necessary  to  restore  the 
physiological  equilibrium  of  the  system  ;  and  in  such  cases  a  diuretic, 
a  tonic,  or  a  purgative  may  be  of  decided  value. 

It  sometimes  is  a  mercy  and  a  duty  to  relieve  pain  by  anodynes, 
when  it  is  excessive  and  unc^m  troll  able. 

There  are  many  remedies  unclassifiable  either  as  "  stmUia  "  or  "  con- 
traria,"  which  are  bnown  by  empirical  experience  as  serviceable  in 
certain  cases. 

Lastly,  when  we  look  at  electricity  and  galvanism,  at  hydropathy, 
at  kinesipathy,  or  the  movement-cure,  at  animal  and  terrestrial  mag- 
netism, or  at  the  great  mineral  springs  of  nature,  we  see  bow  much 
there  is  for  us  to  study  and  to  use  outside  of  pure  homeopathy. 

Homosopatliy  is  the  kej-stone  of  tbe  arch,  the  crowning  glory  of 
medical  science;  but  homoeopiithy  is  not  all.  Let  us  be  physicians 
indeed.  Let  us  be  healers  of  the  sick.  Let  us  learn  of  the  greatest 
and  the  least.  Let  our  eyes  and  ears  be  open  to  all  sides.  Let  us  b© 
teachable  in  spirit.  For,  after  all,  however  wise  we  become,  we  shall 
be,  as  Sir  Isaac  Newton  said  of  himself,  like  little  children  playing 
with  shells  upon  the  shore,  while  the  great  ocean  of  truth  lies  undis- 
covered before  us.  —  Dr.  Holgoube,  in  Cincinnati  Medical  Aditance 

Effect.  —  How  many  physicians  are  tbeic  who  study  effect?  who 
look  into  the  arena  of  professional  success,  and  endeavor  to  ascertain 
bow  much  can  be  accomplished  by  proper  position,  by  light  and  shade, 
and  outside  appearance?  who  desire  to  gaiaedat  by  those  mauocu- 
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TTCB  anil  machinations  that  bring  them  before  the  people  as  great  men 
and  mighty  physicians?.  .  .  . 

There  are  some  men  who  have  become  so  accustomed  to  stitdytng 
these  effects  —  how  this  will  seem,  or  how  that  will  appear  —  that 
the  habit  has  become  second  nature  to  them.  They,  tike  some  society 
people,  live  for  nothios  else,  .  .  . 

It  is  not  to  be  deoied,  however,  that  the  reverse  of  this  condition  of 
things  is  also  trne,  and  that  a  physician  may  be  so  careless  in  his 
regard  to  circnrastancea  and  appearances,  that  the  "effect"  of  the 
lasity  is  prejudicial  to  his  patient. 

The  great  desiderata  for  the  physician,  his  "  stock  in  trade,"  as  the 
merchant  would  have  it,  are  his  mental  acquunnents  and  his  praj^kcU 
tact.  If  these  two  are  sufficient,  *'  the  effect "  will  be  good,  because 
the  mimner  will  be  natural,  and  being  natural  will  be,  as  a  rule,  the 
same  always.  Learning  and  practical  tact  are  the  rounds  on  which 
a  man  may  mount  steadily  to  the  top  of  the  ladder,  making  for  him- 
self a  lasting  repntation  of  the  solid  sort;  but  if,  instead  thereof, 
outride  effect  and  studied  mannerism  are  employed,  altiioiish  they 
may  answer  the  puipose  for  a  while,  yet  they  soon  wear  out,  the  foot- 
hold gives  way,  and  the  aspirant  for  the  top  finds  himself  constantly 
laid  low.  —  Editorial  in  Hommopathic  Times. 

The  "  General  Medical  Council  of  Education  and  Registration" 
includes  representatives  of  all  the  medical  colleges  and  licensing  bodies, 
as  well  as  of  all  the  universities,  of  England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland. 
The  interests  of  the  crown  and  of  the  public  are  also  represented  by 
six  delegates  of  the  government.  The  Council  make  a  register  of  all 
legally-qualified  practitioners,  see  that  the  examination  tests  are  sutB- 
cient,  and  provide  a  list  of  drugs  and  medical  preparations  as  a 
standard  by  which  medical  prei^criptioDS  are  to  be  dispensed  No 
practitioner  whose  name  is  not  on  the  register  can  enter  any  of  the 
public  services,  nor  can  he  recover  debts  at  law  for  medical  assistance. 
Daring  the  latter  part  of  June,  as  we  learn  from  the  Pali  Mall  Oaxelle, 
the  Council  have  been  deb^iting,  by  request  of  the  government,  the 
propriety  of  assenting  to  Mr.  Cooper-Temple's  hil!  for  registering 
foreign  deL'rees  of  women  from  certain  eminent  universities  which  at 
present  admit  them  to  study  and  graduation,  and,  beside  this,  the 
whole  question  of  the  advisability  of  admitting  women  to  the  study 
and  practice  of  medicine,  and  of  enabling  them  to  obtain  "register- 
able  di-grees  or  licenses. "  A  report  from  a  special  committee  of 
review  was  adopted  by  a  majority  of  two  thirds  of  the  Council,  which 
cantionsly  declared,  that,  notwithstanding  there  are  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Council  Bi>ecial  hinderances  to  the  practice  of  medicine  by  women 
which  cannot  safely  be  disregarded,  the  Council  is  not  prepared  to  say 
that  women  ought  to  be  excluded  from  the  practice  of  medicine.  At 
present  there  is  no  licensing  body  or  university  which  admits  women 
to  examination  ;  and  the  one  English  lady  registered  as  a  practitioner 
was  admitted  to  examination  by  the  Society  of  Apothecaries,  who 
thereupon  devised  a  means  for' barring  the  door  against  other  med- 
ical aspirants  of  the  other  sex.    Mrs.  Anderson  bad  passed  by  means 
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of  tDStnictioD  obtained  by  " anthorlzed  lecturers"  in  Ml  oonrseBOf 
lectures  specially  deliTered  for  her  l>ehoof.  The  society  bare  noT 
resolTcd  tbst  tbey  will  admit  no  one  to  ezamination  who  has  Dot  at- 
tended tlie  lectures  "  in  a  recognized  school. "  Dr.  Farkes,  one  of  the 
heads  of  the  English  medical  profession,  with  Professors  Humphry 
and  Rolleston,  were  the  most  earnest  advocates  among  the  General 
Medical  Council  for  the  admission  of  women  to  the  register.  Dr. 
Wood,  of  Edinburgh,  emphatically  warned  the  Council  against  giving 
even  a  negative  encouragement  to  women  to  enter  on  a  career  which 
required  such  qualities  as  strength,  endurance,  the  power  to  witness 
scenes  of  snffering  and  of  blood,  and  others  which  are  equally  foreiga 
to  the  female  character,  while  it  tended  to  force  them  into  situations 
destructive  to  female  modesty  and  delicacy.  Mr.  McNamara,  of 
Dublin,  contended  that  there  is  nothing  which  a  lady  must  witness  or 
take  part  in  as  a  doctor  which  she  does  not  witness  and  take  part  in 
as  an  hospital  matron,  lady  nurse,  or  Sister  of  Meroy ;  that  expe- 
rience bad  shown  that  such  duties  were  do  more  injurious  to  the  finer 
feelings  of  women  than  of  men ;  that  there  were  few  operating  the- 
atres in  which  ladles  now  did  not  render  calm  and  effeotnal  aid,  and 
those  who  did  bo  were  acknowledged  "  to  be  among  the  noblest  speci- 
mens of  womanhood.  "  The  result  is  that  the  Council  intimate  that  if 
any  of  the  nineteen  licensing  bodies  In  the  United  Kingdom  choose  to 
admit  women  to  an  examination,  they,  the  Council,  will  be  happy  to 
register  the  license  so  granted.  But  if  not,  then  the  Council  suggest 
that  a  special  examination  be  instituted  and  placed  by  authority .  under 
their  supervision,  with  power  to  register  the  certificates  granted  oa 
licenses  to  practise  medicine.  The  women,  it  seems,  prefer  the  stand- 
ards by  which  men  are  tried.  The  government,  accordingly,  have 
now  to  ascertain,  before  (hrther  legislative  action,  what  are  the  inten- 
tions of  the  licensing  bodies.  —  Ths  Nation,  Aug.  filA. 

Rkalth  or  TBK  CoDNTRT  Ts.  THE  CiTT.  —  lotbe  thitty-first  onnuol 
report  of  the  births,  marrioKcs,  and  deaths  of  the  several  counties  of 
the  State,  by  Dr.  George  Derby,  it  la  shown  from  an  eight  years' 
record  that  Suffolk  County  gives  the  moat  favorable  report.  In  this 
county,  embracing  the  city  of  Boston,  there  was  one  birth  to  every 
thirty-three  persons,  a  marriage  to  every  seventy -seven,  and  a  death 
to  every  forty-four. 

But  what  are  the  facts  with  regard  to  children's  homes  in  tiie 
country  and  city  ? 

The  New  Hampshire  Home,  situated  in  the  ooootryat  Franklin, 
received  in  four  years  one  hundred  and  twelve  children,  and  lost  seven 
by  death,  making  one  to  every  sixteen.  This  home  takes  no  chil- 
dren under  three  years  of  age. 

The  Baldwin  Place  Home,  in  the  city,  received  in  the  same  time 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-nine,  of  which  number  two  hundred  and  four 
were  under  three  years  of  age,  and  aeventy-eix  were  under  two,  and 
tweuty-flve  were  infants,  and  lost  of  the  whole  namber  fifteen,  being 
one  to  every  flfty-aeven. 

We  call  Brother  Mack's  attention  to  the  above  t&cta,  and  advise 
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hini,  in  his  glowing  .mfsrepresentattons  of  the  awflil  deatb-rate  of  the 
city  compared  with  the  country,  to  stop  and  look  at  facte,  and  then 
"  esehtbU  hia  eiepkant." 

Tea  as  an  Antidotb  to  OnoH.  —  la  the  antamn  of  1869,  1 
receiTed  a  letter  from  Professor  Sewell,  of  Quebec,  directing  my 
attention  to  the  influence  of  tea  as  an  antidote  to  poisoning  by  opium. 
He  refere  to  a  case  of  bis,  published  in  the  Lanc^  for  July,  IHSU  or 
1866,  and  says :  "  As  1  consider  the  case  as  most  important,  showing 
the  won()erf\i)  power  of  green  tea,  not  only  In  poisoning  by  opium,  but 
also  in  that  by  alcohol  in  the  ooma  of  fever,  and  probably  in  puerperal 
convnlBJons,  and  in  other  cases  of  absorption  of  area,  I  give  you  the 
case  from  memory. 

"  Mrs.  U.,  aged  84  (or  thereaboats),  wif^  of  a  medical  man,  had 
snflered  for  years  with,  as  I  anderatood,  something  like  angina,  for 
which  she  had  consulted  almost  all  tbe  physicians  in  Europe,  yourself, 
I  think,  among  the  rest.  The  only  relief  she  ever  got  was  from  chlo- 
roform inhalations.  On  one  occasion,  wbcn  suffering  from  one  of  her 
attacks,  I  assisted  her  husband  in  administering  three  pounds  of  tb)a 
fluid,  which  was  continued  uninterruptedly  nntil  the  whole  three 
ponnds  were  expended.  On  the  occasion  of  the  last  atlack,  which 
ahe  had  in  tbia  city,  she  felt  the  paroxysm  coming  on  abont  4.30 
p.  M. ;  and  between  this  boar  and  11.30,  the  same  night,  she  took  two 
drachms  of  Battler's  sedative  solution  of  opium  every  half-h<'Ur,  or 
fourteen  drucbras  of  tbe  medicine  in  seven  hours.  Between  half  past 
eleven  and  twelve,  she  had  a  convulsion-fit,  I  saw  her  a  few  minutes 
afterwards,  and  found  ber  in  the  following  condition :  coma  perfect ; 
papil  contracted  to  a  pin's  point ;  perftHitly  cold  op  to  tbe  hips  and 
elbows ;  face  drawn  and  cadaverous ;  pulse  imperceptible ;  rtspiration 
Hoo  in  three  minvtea.  This  state  of  things  is  verilled  ly  one  of  my 
colleagues,  who  considered  tbe  case  hopeless,  and  allowid  me  to 
administer  what  I  pleased,  saying  she  had  not  ten  minutes  to  live. 
In  the  mean  time,  I  bad  prepared  the  strongest  possible  infusion  of 
green  tea,  and  shortly  ader  twelve  I  administered,  per  recfum,  half  a 
pintf'my  friend  and  I  watching  the  result.  In  twenty-flvo  minutes  the 
pulse  at  the  wrist  became  perceptible ;  the  face  was  less  pale,  and  she 
bieaihkd  six  timet  in  the  minute,  instead  of  twice  in  tlu'ee  minutes. 
The  same  quantity  of  tea  was  then  given,  also  by  injection,  and,  to 
make  a  long  story  abort,  at  4  a.  h.,  four  bonrs  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  attack,  she  addressed  me  by  name,  saying  "  she  could  not 
see  me,  but  thai  she  recognized  my  voice  "  i  at  8  a.  h.,  she  was  out 
of  danger.  I  have  since  had  three  cases  of  poisoning  by  alcohol  in 
children,  aged  one  year,  five  years,  and  six  yeara.  In  the  two  latter, 
tbe  coma  was  complete,  bat  all  were  reesorcd  to  ooosclousness  in  an 
hour  or  less.  Will  you,  if  you  have  the  opporttinity,  give  this  remedy 
a  trial  in  all  cases  of  coma  caused  by  an  empoisoned  state  of  the 
blood?" 

It  was  in  consequence  of  the  above  letter,  ttiat  I  directed  so  much 
pains  to  be  taken  in  tbe  investigation  of  this  subject  by  tbe  commit- 
tee ;  and,  although  far  from  complete,  It  will,  I  trusty  be  regarded  by 
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the  profesaioii  ae  no  unimportant  contribution  to  tlie  inquiry.  I 
especially  rcgrut  tliat  ill-hcaltli,  and  tlie  consequent  resignation  of  my 
cbair,  aliould  iiave  prevented  my  iiiosecuting,  as  was  my  intention, 
this  matter  tlioroiigbly  in  the  clinical  wards.  —  Dr.  Joiik  Hcohes 
Bekheit,  ill  Cite  B>iU»k  Mtdical  Journal,  Decivibur  19,  1874. 

A  New  Test  fob  Opiuu.  — Another  test  for  opium  has  been  dia- 
coTereil.  A  coloi-tcst,  at  once  so  characteristic  and  intense,  of  such 
easy  appbcability  and  such  cxireme  delicacy,  ibat  it  needs  only  to  be 
more  generally  known  in  order  to  be  often  employed. 

Jlolybdic  acid  dissolved  in  pure  sulphnric  acid  is  the  best  fluid. 
A  saturated,  or  at  all  events  a  strong,  solution  should  he  mnde.  Tbe 
reaction  is  produced  by  the  morphia  in  opium,  not  by  the  meconic 
acid  :  the  latter  undergoes  no  change  with  tbe  reagent ;  tiic  former,  in 
minutest  quantities,  at  once  fnrnisiiea  ctiaraiterisiic  reaction.  The 
best  mode  of  proceeding  is  to  pl.ioe  a  drop  of  the  suspected  fluid  sido 
by  side  with  a  drop  of  tbe  test-fluid,  by  means  of  a  glass  rod,  upon 
either  a  porcelain  slab  or  slip  of  glass  laid  upon  white  p.-iper. 

At  once,  if  morphia  or  any  of  its  salts  be  pi  esent,  a  beautiful  deep 
maroon  color  will  lie  presented  when  the  fluiiis  are  brought  in  contact. 
This  color  changes  after  a  while,  becoming  first  deep  purple,  and  thea 
gradually  losing  its  red  element,  and  becoming  shortly  dark,  and  later 
a  bright  blue.  This  blue  coloration  Is  maintained  for  several  hours, 
but  gradually  fades  out. 

In  evidence  of  the  minutctipss  of  this  test,  I  may  adduce  the  follow- 
ing  facts;  The  reaction  is  distinctly  obtained  with  a  single  drop  of 
the  pharmacopceiul  tioct.  opii.  as  also  with  the  compound  .tiuctu re  of 
camphor.  Ttic  presence  of  a  good  deal  of  impurity  and  of  alien  or- 
ganic mailer  does  not  interfere  much  with  it. 

Of  tliis  I  feci  conSilcnt,  that  the  busy  prnctitioner  will  hail  this  new 
discoverj',  which  enables  him  to  detect  laudanum  or  morphia  in  the 
dregs  of  bottles  brought  to  him  to  test,  and  in  fluids  vomiied,  and  to 
swear  to  its  presence  wilh  positive  security.  Further  experimenta- 
tion has  convinced  me  that  this  test  is  moat  sensitive  when  freshly 
prepared  ;  still,  two  months  alter  it  was  made,  I  was  enabled  by  its 
employnitut  to  delect  the  j'j  of  a  giain  of  morphia,  as  presented  in 
tlie  morphia  lozenge  of  our  phnrmacopceia,  —  Dr.  Regikald  Southet, 
in  St.  Barilialomew'a  Hospital  Reports,  vol.  x,  1874.  / 

Induction  or  Prematdrb  Labor.  Tbe  operation  for  inducing 
premature  ddivery  or  abortion  in  the  earlier  monlhe  is  eflfected  eiiher 
by  directly  acting  upon  the  womb  and  its  contents,  or  indirectly  by 
secondary  reflex  irritation  through  the  medium  of  the  breast,  larger 
bowel,  etc.  The  measure  most  frequently  had  recourse  to  in  iha 
present  day  is  that  originally  taught  and  practised  by  Hamilton  in 
the  beginning  of  this  century.  This  operation  — namely,  of  detach- 
ing the  membranes —  used  to  be  performed  rather  roughly  in  those 
days,  by  tbe  forcible  introduction  of  the  digit  through  the  cervix 
uteri,  but  modern  obstetricians  have  improved  upon  Hamilton's 
method,  by  taking  care  to  avoid  puncturing  the  membranes  by  the 
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careful  introduclion  of  a  flexible  instrument  between  the  nterine  wall 
anil  the  membraneBi  without  tearing  through  the  latter. 

In  a  case,  whicU  not  long  a^o  came  under  my  observation  —  that 
of  au  outr-patienl  of  the  West  Loudon  Hospital,  who  was  a  little  ices 
than  eight  months  advanced  in  the  gmvid  condition,  in  which  case 
premature  delivery  was  urgently  demanded, —  alter  getling  the  con- 
sent  an<i  preparing  my  patient,  and  placing  her  in  the  aeaai  obstetric 
position,  I  employed  a  Long,  flexible,  gum-elastic  liougie,  passingit  in  a 
npirak  manner  across  the  fuudns,  without  puncluriug  the  bag  of  waters. 
I  left  it  in  attu,  and  labor,  as  desired,  was  brought  on  within  nine 
hours ;  both  mother  and  infant  did  remarkably  well,  without  any  evil 
consequences  tu  either.  The  operation  is  by  no  means  a  difflculi  one, 
is  pel  feutly  tree  from  danger  to  matenial  structures,  and  not  unfre- 
quently  eaves  many  a  patient  from  the  peiiU  of  forceps,  version,  etc., 
and  many  more  infanta  from  death  in  utero,  or  by  the  painful  resort 
to  embryotomy,  by  which  the  mother  has  to  run  tlie  risks  of  post- 
partum hemorrhage,  metritis,  peritonitis,  etc.  Therefore  the  timely 
induction  of  laltor  befori:  the  f\ill  term,  in  properly  selected  cases, 
would  tell  materially  upon  the  statistics  of  parturient  mortality. 
—  John  E.  Looas,  Esq.,  in  M&Jkat  Times  ana  UazvUe,  Nov.  28,  1874. 

Milk  Diet  ik  tbk  Diarbb(ea  op  Typhoid  Kever.  —  One  more 
hint  J  wish  to  give  vou  with  regard  to  the  diarrhtea  of  typhoid  fever, 
which  is,  that  in  ail  probability  it  is  often  increased  by  the  patient's 
inability  to  digest  the  beef  tea  and  eggs  which  are  somelimes  too 
abundantly  given.  When  you  have  reason  to  suspect  that  this  may 
be  the  case,  I  advise  you  for  a  few  days  to  keep  the  patient  entirely 
upon  milk,  which  oontains  all  the  elements  required  for  the  nutrition 
of  the  tissnes  in  a  form  most  easy  of  digestion.  1  have  bad  a  large 
experience  of  the  effects  of  an  exclusively  milk  diet  in  various  forms 
of  disease.  In  many  cases  of  Bright's  disease  it  is  very  efficacious, 
but  one  of  the  inconveniences  in  some  of  these  cases  is  its  tendency 
to  cause  troublesome  constipation.  In  many  cases  of  chronic  diar- 
rhoea and  dvsenlery,  milk  diet  will  effect  a  cure  without  the  aid  of 
medicines  of  any  kind.  There  is  now  in  Twining  ward  [King's  Col- 
lege HiJupUat),  a  girl,  aged  fourteen,  who  for  four  months  had  been 
suffering  from  dysenteric  di.irrhcea,  the  stools  containing  much  blood 
and  mucus.  She  was  put  upon  a  diet  of  milk  alone,  wiihout  medi- 
cine i  within  a  fortnight  the  diarrbisa  entirely  ceased,  and  she  is  now 
convalescent.  For  the  reason,  then,  that  milk  has  this  antilaxative 
and  even  constipating  effect  in  various  m  /rbid  states,  it  is  when  given 
alone,  one  of  the  best  antidutes  for  the  diarrhoea  of  typhoid  fever.— 
Ub.  Georob  Johnsoh,  F.  B.  S.,  in  the  Fractitioner  for  April,  187S. 

'  The  Wet  Sheet  in  Scarlatina.  —  As  the  present  high  rate  of 
mortality  from  epidemic  scarlatina  may  justify  practical  suggi  stious 
prompted  by  experience,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  endeavor  to  excite  tlie 
profession  to  a  reconciliation  of  the  remedial  powers  of  the  wet  sheet 
HS  an  auxiliary  in  promoting  cutaneous  elimioation. 
Though  all  agree  as  to  the  importance  of  promoting  and  sustaining 
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cotaneoDS  elimination  in  the  prevention  of  oei^bral,  spinal,  and  other 
Oongeations,anJ,  at  a  later  atagB,  the  disintegration  of  mucous  mem- 
branea,  dropsy,  and  glandular  enlargements,  yet  this  simple,  powerflil, 
and  ready-at-hand  auxiliary  is  unappreciated.  Forty  years'  experi- 
ence has  assured  me  Ibat  this  plain  or  medicated  Tapor-giving  envelope 
affords  tlie  bi'St  external  means  for  eliminating  scarlatinal  poisoning 
and  preventing  destructive  aequelie.  It  promptly  suppresses  pyrezial 
heat  and  itching;  produces  sleep,  with  a  soft  secretive  skin,  more  or 
lees  continuously ;  and  enahlts  the  digestive  organs  to  accomplish 
that  great  desideratum  in  the  treatment  of  scarlatina,  viz.  absoiptioD 
of  highly  nutritious  food.  It  may  he  repeated  on  tlie  recurrence  of 
the  febrile  paroxysm,  two,  three,  or  foor  times  in  twtinty-four  hours, 
the  patient  remaining  enveloped  fk>m  half  an  hour  to  an  hour. 
Mothers  and  nurses  who  have  witnessed  its  efflcacy  are  moat  earnest 
in  its  repetition.  Uy  plan  of  procedure  is  to  immerse  a  nightgown, 
slit  tip  at  the  fiont,  in  hot  water  (half  a  pint  to  a  pint),  pnre,  or  med- 
icated with  a  drachm  or  two  drachms  of  tincture  of  capsicum,  or  in 
the  Infusion  of  three  or  four  pods ;  or  in  mustard  water,  the  clear 
Bupematant  fluid,  from  a  tablespoonful  of  mustard  to  a  pint  of  water  ; 
extending  the  gown  over  the  feet  by  means  of  a  towel  immersed  in 
the  same  fluid,  both  to  be  well  wrung  out  and  suddenly  applied,  and 
the  patient  quickly  packed  in  blankets,  previously  placed  on  the 
adjoining  sofa  or  bed;  another  blanket,  or  two  pillows,  or  an  eider- 
down quilt  covering  all. 

The  medicated  packing  is  preferable  in  the  Incipiency,  and  at  any 
other  time  to  evoke  the  rash,  and  in  cases  of  cerebral  oppression, 
with  pale  skin,  low  pulse,  and  deliriam.  Last  month  I  bad  a  case  of 
this  type,  in  which  the  mustard  packing  was  applied.  It  did  not 
elicit  the  rash,  but  it  cured  the  delirium,  raised  an  alarmingly  de- 
pressed pnlse,  and  restored  the  excretion.  This  effect  wtis  solely 
dependent  on  the  medicated  packing,  as  the  patient,  a  girl  of  thirteen, 
could  not  swallow  medicine  or  food,  and  enemata  had  not  then  been 
administered.  With  the  aid  of  a  tonic  she  made  the  beat  recovery 
of  three  in  the  same  family,  and  had  no  sequelee. 

The  auxiliary  mode  of  treatment  here  defined  is  by  no  means  in- 
tended to  exclade  the  ordinary  plan  which  every  practitioner's  expe- 
rience has  led  him  to  select  and  rely  upon ;  but  1  am  of  opinion  that 
if  packing  is  Judiciously  incorporated  with  such  reliable  treatment,  it 
will  be  the  means  of  saving  many  lives  th:it  would  otherwise  be  lost, 
and  of  diminishing  the  severity  and  duration  of  the  sequelfe. — John 
Tatlou,  Esq.,  in  the  Lancet,  Nov.  14,  18T4, 
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PEOVINGS  OF  NITRITE  OF  AMTL   (C,o  H„  0,   NO.). 

ARBANOBD  BT   C.   WBSSELHOEFT,  M.D. 

The  proviogs  of  Nitrite  of  Amyl,  aa  recorded  in  Allen's 
EncyclopEedia,  were  all  made  by  inhalation.  This  is  the  readi- 
est manner  of  affecting  the  organiam,  and  it  ia  particularly 
adapted  to  illustrate  the  effects  of  a  medicinal  substance  to 
beginners  in  the  art  of  proving.  On  this  account  it  was  rec- 
ommended as  a  substance  worthy  of  trial  to  the  students  of  the 
Busttm  University  Scboul  of  Medicine,  many  of  whom,  both 
men  and  women,  tegti'd  the  effects  of  that  substance  by  olfac- 
tion or  inhalation.  But  a^i  it  was  no  less  desirable  to  obtain  a 
proving  of  Nitrite  of  Amyl  hy  internal  administration,  a  sec- 
ond series  of  tests  was  undertaken  by  a  number  of  students, 
of  which  the  most  reliable  results  are  subjoined. 

Some  of  the  most  prominent  effects  of  Nitrite  of  Amyl,  are 
the  symptoms  of  the  head  and  chest.  From  the  provings  by 
internal  use  of  the  substance,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  effect 
closely  resembles  that  of  inhalation,  with  the  addition,  how- 
ever, of  important  modifications  of  earlier  provings.  Most  of 
the  previously  known  symptoms  were  repeated,  but  more 
clearly  defined  as  to  locality  and  character  of  the  sensations. 
Thus,  the  head  symptoms  following  the  internal  use  of  the 
drug  were  chiefly  pressun,  thrd)bing,  and  heaviness.  The 
locality  affected  was  principally  _^rcAearf,  temples,  and  occiput, 
either  the  left  or  the  right  side  of  the  latter.  Nausea  and  heat 
in  the  stomach  often  accompanied  the  pains.  In  some  provers 
the  pulse  sank  below  the  average;  in  most,  however,  it  rose 

TOI..  XI.  Mt>.  IX.  26 


.yLiOO^Ie 


386  THE  NEW  ENOIiAND  HEDICAL   GAZETTE.  [Sept. 

higlier,  and  became  fast,  full,  and  hsrd.  The  mouth  was  dry, 
the  throat  8ore ;  upper  and  lower  extremities  were  attacked  by 
pain  and  atiffuess.  These  symptoms,  together  with  those  of 
the  head  aud  chest,  were,  in  many  cases,  accompanied  by  bura- 
ing  in  the  stomach,  cramp  aud  colicky  pains  in  the  abdomen. 

From  old-school  sources  *  we  gather  that  it  cures  hemicraaia 
or  sick  headache,  when  characterized  as  follows  :  The  pains  are 
lelt-sided  and  of  the  most  violent  kind.  The  attacks  begin  in 
the  moruiog,  increase  till  uoon,  wheti  thoy  reach  their  highest 
degree ;  there  is  frequent  vomiting ;  pallor  of  left  side  of  face  ; 
prominence  of  temporal  arteries,  which  feel  hard,  and  pulsate 
violently,  "almost  audibly."  Cbilla.  During  the  abseuce  of 
pain  the  pallor  gives  place  to  a  flush  of  the  face  and  ear. 
After  inhaling  five  drops  of  Nitrite  of  Amyl,  the  pain  disap- 
pears as  if  by  magic. 

Angina  pectoris  is  relieved  in  the  same  manner.f 

The  head  and  chest  symptoms,  as  positively  known  to  be  pro- 
duced by  the  drug,  are  recorded  by  the  authorities  just  quoted 
as  follows  :  Inhalation  of  a  few  drops  of  Nitrite  of  Amyl  will 
produce  the  following  symptoms  :  Intense  redness  of  the  face, 
with  great  subjective  fueling  of  heat  in  face  and  head,  increase 
of  the  pulse  by  twenty  to  thirty  beats  in  a  minute,  during 
which  the  tension  of  the  radial  artery  is  much  diminished ; 
some  inclination  to  cough;  faiutness,  and  oppression  of  the 
head,  together  with  anxious  feeling  in  the  precordial  region. 
Cold  water  and  air  relieve  these  symptoms. 

The  chest  symptoms,  as  quoted  from  the  Practitioner,  are, 
Bronchial  irritation,  cough,  quickened  circulation,  sense  of 
fuluess  in  the  temples,  burning  of  em's,  commotion  in  the  chest, 
tumultuous  action  of  the  heart,  and  quick  respiration. 

Now,  when  we  compare  these  drug-effects  with  the  symptoms 
of  the  disorders  which  were  cured  by  the  same  medicine,  uo 
unbiased  observer  wilt  fail  to  see  the  great  degree  of  similU 

*  Monattblatl  der  Alegem,  Sumteop.  Zeitung.    Semester  zxUI,  Jane,  1871, 

No.  e. 

t  See  Alet/em.  Homaop.  Zeltang,  Vol.  00,  p.  199,  and  Boeton  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal,  April,  1878,  p.  270,  quotlDg  Dr.  W.  U.  Madden  In  the  Prac- 
litioiter. 
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tade  between  them.  iDdeed,  nothing  could  be  more  obvions, 
and  few  examples  exist  by  which  similitude  between  drug- 
effect  and  disease  as  a  guide  in  the  selection  of  the  remedy  is 
more  clearly  and  unmistakably  illustrated.  There  are  no  two 
drugs  in  the  Materia  Medica  which,  like  Nitrite  of  Amyl  and 
Ifitro  glycerine  or  "  Qlonoine"  serve  ao  well  to  illustrate  the 
rule  of  similars  to  any  one  who  can  for  a  single  half  hour  of 
his  life  caai  off  the  fetters  of  a  partisan  spirit. 

In  the  face  of  such  similitude,  with  its  great  practical  applica- 
bility, other  explanations  of  its  effect  seem  valueless.  Dubois- 
Raymond  explains  the  wonderful  efficacy  of  Nitrite  of  Amyl  in 
hemicrania  and  angina  cordis  by  attributing  the  former  to 
tetanic  spism  of  the  vascular  fibres  of  the  blood-vessels  of  the 
affected  side  of  the  head,  or  within  the  sphere  of  the  cervical 
portion  of  the  sympathetic;  and  thus  this  spasm  ia,  as  asserted 
by  BruDton,  overcome  by  the  action  of  Nitrite  of  Amyl,  which 
dimiDishes  the  resistance  of  the  circulation. 

Id  the  last  three  years  several  cases  have  presented  them- 
selves in  my  practice  illustrating  the  beneficent  effect  of  Nitrite 
of  Amyl  in  heart  disease  of  various  kinds.  Such  cases  are 
often  relieved  when  they  are  characterized  by  symptoms  like 
those  of  the  following  case :  A  man  aged  about  sixty  had  en- 
largement and  softening  of  the  heart,  caused  by  years  of  sup' 
pressed  care  and  anxiety ;  the  patient  was  in  the  last  stages  of 
the  disease  and  had  but  a  few  days  to  live.  Tumultuous  action 
of  the  heart,  with  great  precordial  anxiety;  suffocation  and 
cough  came  in  paroxysms  lasting  several  minutes  ;  during  these 
paroxysms  the  pulsations  of  the  heart  could  not  be  counted, 
neither  was  it  possible  to  count  the  radial  pulsations.  Every 
remedy  having  failed  to  relieve,  I  resorted  to  Nitrite  of  Amyl, 
of  which  a  few  drops  were  put  iuto  a  vial,  and  the  patient 
made  to  inhale  it,  by  holding  the  mouth  of  the  vial  cloae  to 
bis  nostrils.  Placing  my  ear  upon  the  patient's  chest  at  the 
time,  the  irregular  rumbling  sound  of  the  heart  could  almost 
instantaneously  be  perceived  to  change  into  a  more  regular 
pulsation,  while  the  patient  fell  into  a  comfortable  dozo.  If 
relief  can  be  obtained  in  hopeless  cases,  why  may  we  not  hope 
for  a  cure  in  earlier  stages? 
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To  increase  our  knowledge  regarding  Virile  of  Amyly  the 
following  proviiigs  are  offered :  — 

PROVING    Br  INtlALATION  OF    UNDILUTED  NITRITE  OF  AMTL. 
PB0VING8   BY   C,    E.   H.,   M.D.,   HAT   17,   1876. 

Immediately  ufter  inhulation  an  intense,  crushing  pain  upoD 
the  head,  which  seeuied  to  gather  into  a  feeling  of  copfusioH 
that  for  a  moment  threatened  lo  make  me  unconscious.  At 
that  moment  I  hocanie  aware  of  a  quick,  somewhat  sharp 
throbbing  m  the  bead,  and  an  interne  glowing  of  the  face,  with 
geueral  perspiration,  especially  marked  in  palms  of  hands, 
where  it  was  quite  visible.  There  was  also  a  sensation  as 
tbuugh  the  scalp  was  jerked  forward  from  the  occiput  towards 
the  forehead,  ceasing  just  before  it  reached  that  point;  ihie 
was  repeated  a  number  of  times.  Fulse  increased  about  tweire 
beats  in  the  minute,  hut  1  was  unable  to  count  it  at  once, 
owing  to  the  coufusion  of  the  head.  Senaatinn  in  throat  which 
produced  a  desire  to  cough  similar  to  that  produced  by  the 
fumes  of  a  burning  match.  Was  cuuscious  of  a  dull  headache 
for  some  time,  perhaps  three  hours.  About  an  hour  after  the 
iuhulatiuu  had  a  slight  epiataxis  from  left  nostril,  a  thing  so 
unusual  with  me  that  I  mention  it. 

PBOVINO   BT   MB.   L.   A.   P.,   8TDDENT,   MAT   17,    1816. 

Inhalation  followed  immediately  by  dizziness  and  nauseii 
heat  and  redness  of  face ;  heaviness  and  pressure  outveard  in 
forehead  and  temples.  Though  not  warm,  perspiration  started 
freely,  cold  chills  at  the  same  time  running  down  my  hick. 
Great  restlessness  and  uneasiness ;  pain  in  bead  increased, 
accompanied  by  stupid,  drowsy  sensation  and  hurning  in  the 
stomach  and  up  to  the  throat.  Fulness  and  pressure  in  stomach 
with  belcbing  of  gas;  oppressed,  difficult,  and  rapid  breathing; 
feeling  as  if  a  weight  wore  on  the  sternum  ;  stitching  pains  lo 
cardiac  region  and  feclijtg  of  constriction  (no  palpitation); 
griping  pain  in  umbilical  region;  drawing,  tensive  pains  in 
the  wrist  and  finger-joints  of  left  hand ;  pulsations  distinctly 
felt  in  the  tips  of  the  fiugers ;  pulse  accelerated  from  (iO  \o  "iii 
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hard  and  full.  During  and  after  a  walk  of  a  mile,  two  bourn 
aftur  iabaling  the  drug,  the  beuviiies^  and  pressure  in  head,  as 
also  the  oppressed  breatbiug,  reinaiu;  entirely  passed  off  twu 
bouru  later. 

PROVING  Br   MB.   W.   B.   B.,   APRIL   5,    1876. 

Inhaled  the  Ist  dec.  dilution  three  timeB,  with  5  minutes 
interrening  between  each  inhalation. 

Head.  —  Kedness  and  heat  of  head,  face,  and  neck,  with  vio- 
lent throbbing  in  top  of  head  and  in  carotids. 

Body.  —  Trembling  sensation  all  over,  and  cannot  sit  etill 
for  fear  of  somelbing  dreadful  happening. 

PcLSB.  — Not  accelerated  but  irregular  in  action,  almost  im- 
possible to  count. 

Heart.  —  Sharp  pain  in  region  of,  —  relieved  by  eructa- 
tioDS  wbii'h  continued  several  days. 

Stomach. — Slight  niiusea  at  first,  and  in  10  minutes  after 
first  inhalation,  inclination  to  vomit. 

Throat.  —  Feeling  of  constriction  in  and  sensation  as  if 
growing  up. 

CocQH. — Hacking  cough  5  minutes  after  first  inhalation, 
and  again  three  quarters  of  itn  hour  nftcr. 

Nose.  —  Several  hours  after,  numb  feeling  of  nasal  bones. 

All  symptoms  relieved  by  exercise  out-of-doors. 

Miss  M.  M.  May  18,  1876.  — Great  rush  of  blood  to  bend 
and  face,  pressure  iu  the  temples ;  feeling  of  suffocation  from 
palpitation  of  the  heart;  trembling  of  limbs,  with  feeling  of 
weakness. 

Miss  A.  E.  S.  May  18,  1876.  —  A  pressing  pain  in  the 
temples;  dizziness;  face  flushed.  Could  hardly  breathe  for 
about  a  minute. 


PROVING   BT  MR.    E.   B.   H.,   STUDENT,   MAT,    1876. 

1.  Dose,\  drop. — In  15  minutes  pulse  slightly  acceler- 
ated ;  increased  by  ten  or  twelve  bents  per  minute. 

2.  Done,  3  drops.  —  H:ind^  moist,  head  and  body  felt  warm, 
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especially  abdomen  13  minutes  after  taking  dose.    After  30 
minutes  greater  wannth,  egpecially  in  chest. 

3.  Dose,  3  drops.  —  After  13  minutes,  slight  blurring  of 
letters  when  reading. 

4.  Dose,  10  drops.  —  In  5  minutes  heat  was  felt  in  head 
and  along  oesophagus  to  stomach ;  heat  remained  over  one  half 
hour. 

5.  Dose,  20  drops.  — In  10  minutes  heat  was  experienced, 
principally  in  stomach ;  moist  skin.  In  16  minutes  a  slight 
chill  crept  over  the  hack  and  sides. 

6.  Dose,  40  drops.  In  12  minutes  pulse  rose  20  beats  per 
minute,  remaiued  so  a  few  minutes,  and  then  gradually  fell  to 
normal  standard. 

Also  in  12  minutes. — Pressure  (veiy  slight)  in  head,  fore- 
head, and  temples  especially. 

Iq  19  minutes.  —  Pressure  slightly  increased ;  moist  skin. 

After  21  minutes.  —  Slight  throbbing  ia  temple. 

After  36  minutes.  —  Pressure  continued ;  violent  exercise 
during  one  minute  produced  a  dull  headache ;  later  the  influ- 
ence of  heat  (closet  heated  by  gas)  caused  the  dull  pain  to 
extend  from  temple  to  occiput,  principally  left  aided.  The  dull 
pressing  feeling  in  occipnt  remained  two  or  three  hours. 

After  exercise,  palpitations  of  the  heart  more  violent  than 
usual  after  the  same  amount  of  exercise. 

About  30  minutes  passed  between  trial  No.  1  and  2. 

Between  2  and  3,  30  minutes  intervened. 

Between  3  and  4,  a  day  passed. 

Between  4  and  5,  an  hour  passed. 

Between  5  and  6,  a  night  passed. 

PBOVING   BY  MR.   H.   E.    E.,    STUDENT,  MAT    6,   1876.      {»«  <™«-) 

General  health  before  taking  the  drug  very  good,  although 
bowels  are  almost  habitually  constipated  and  am  somewhat 
troubled  with  catarrh. 

1.15  F.  H. — Took  the  medicine  just  before  dinner.  Soon 
after  taking  it  felt  a  peculiar  sensation  In  right  lung  or  chest, 
not  exactly  a  pain,  however.  . 


1876.]  PBOVING8   OF  NITEATE   OP  AKTI,.  391 

S.30  P.  H.  — Tingling  seiiBatioD  ia  diflTerent  parts  of  the 
body.     Slight,  dull,  ncbing  paiuiu  right  chest. 

3  p.  H.  — Took  medicine  again.  10  minutes  later,  a  slight 
headache  in  frontal  region;  left  tonsil  considerably  swollen  and 
inflamed ;  did  not  notice  its  condition  before  taking  the  drug ; 
pain  in  right  side  of  cheat  more  serore,  but  not  constant. 

3.30  p.  H.  — Took  the  medicine  again,  but  forgot  to  increase 
the  dose. 

4  p.  H.  —  Increased  the  dose  to  2  drops.  Pain  back  of 
eyea  on  looking  at  near  objects ;  pulse  60, 

4.30  F.  M.  —  Diluted  the  medicine  a  little  and  took  3  drops. 

5  p.  H.,  took  4  drops.  —  Slight  pain  in  right  temple;  gen- 
eral weakness,  with  a  tendency  to  perspire  easily  on  slight 
exertion  ;    noticed  about  10  P.  M. 

Sunday  A.  u.  —  Awoke  about  5  a.  m.  with  an  extremely  dry 
and  parched  sensation  in  throat  and  mouth ;  arose  to  rinse  my 
mouth  with  water,  and  in  doing  so  noticed  a  marked  stiffness 
and  dryness  of  the  lips. 

During  the  day,  general  lassitude;  did  not  feel  like  doing 
anything.     This  may  have  been  owing  to  the  weather. 

PROVING  BT  MI8S  A.   W.    6.,   STUDENT,   MAT  6,  1876. 

1.30  p.  M.,  Dose,  1  drop  "^ "'".  — In  five  minut«s,  pain  in 
light  occipital  region;  stiffness  as  if  from  having  taken  cold; 
sudden,  sharp  pain  under  left  eye  ;  face  flushed  and  hot  (last 
two  of  short  duration) ;  stiffness  and  pain  in  right  side  of  neck 
and  right  shoulder ;  ezteuda  down  right  arm  to  wrist,  neuralgic 
or  rheumatic  in  character. 

3  p.  M.,  Second  doae,  1  drop.  — Pain  and  atiffness  in  right 
arm,  particularly  near  wrist,  much  increased  hy  motion ;  effort 
of  bending  the  arm  or  of  writing  very  painful;  no  new  symp- 
toms; pains  diminish. 

5  p.  M.,  Third  dose,  2  drops.  —  Stiffness  in  lower  limbs, 
head  heavy ;  constant  desire  to  sneeze ;  pains  in  upper  extrem- 
ity return. 

9  p.  M.,  Dose  repeated.  —  No  new  symptoms. 

Monday,  May  8,3  p.  m.,  Dose,  5  drops. — Great  heavi- 


S92  THB  NEW  EirOLAND  MEDICAL  GAZETTE,  [Sept. 

ness  in  front  part  of  head ;  head  would  fall  first  to  one  side, 
tlieo  to  the  other;  overpowering  drowBioesa  lasting  more  than 
an  hour;  severe  colicky  pains  in  abdomen,  increased  when 
lying  down. 

7.45  p.  M.,  5  drops. — No  marked  symptoms  at  night;  in 
the  morning,  severe,  dull,  hcury  pains  across  the  forehead, 
without  marked  external  heat;  pain  and  weakness  in  lower 
lumbar  region. 

JSalurday,  May  13,  10  drops. — Taken  to  notice  influence 
on  the  pulse;  pulse  before  taking  it,  83;  in  25  minutes,  63; 
after  two  hours,  rose  to  about  73,  but  did  not  return  to  the 
usual  state  until  Monday,  May  15. 

From  inhalation,  very  violent  palpitation,  heat  in  face,  dizzi- 
ness, profuse  perspiration  on  the  hands,  weakness  in  the 
limbs. 

MIOVING  BT  MB.  L.   A.   P.,  STUDENT  {^  ""'■). 
Saturday  Evening,  7   p.  m.,    took    3    drops.  —  Dizziness, 
with  slight  nausea,  worse  when  the  eyes  are  closed ;  hot,  burn- 
ing sensatiou  Id  the  stomnch,  with  empty  eructations;  dull, 
heavy  pressure  over  the  eyes  as  if  a  heavy  weight  were  within. 

8  p.  m.,  took  3  drops.  —  Painful  pressure  outward  in  the 
temples,  especially  in  the  left,  with  dull,  heavy,  aching  pain  in  the 
occipital  region  extending  to  the  nape  of  the  neck  (while  walk- 
ing) ;  burning  in  stomach,  ci-ampy  pains  in  epigastrio  region  ; 
throbbing  in  the  temples. 

10  p.  H.,  took  three  drops. —  Sleep  restless,  full  of  anxious 
dreams  ;  frequent  waking,  with  severe  pain  in  the  temples  and 
in  the  stomach  and  bowels. 

Sunday  a.  h.  —  Vertigo,  headache,  and  nausea  on  rising ; 
loss  of  appetite. 

9  A.  u.,  took  3  drops.  —  Severe  pain  as  before,  in  tem- 
ples, occiput,  and  over  the  eyes,  with  burning  in  the  stomach ; 
everything  appears  as  if  trembling,  wavering ;  aching  pains  in 
the  eyes  when  in  the  sunlight,  with  profuse  lachrymation,  fol- 
lowed by  sneezing;  drowsiness;  crampy  pains  in  umbilical 
region  ;  sense  of  oppression  in  the  chest,  especially  at  the  lower 
part  of  the  sternum ;  drawing  pains  in  left  side  between  the 
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eeveDth  and  ninth  ribs,  short  but  frequent ;  pulse  accelerated, 
full  and  bard  ;  ekiu  moist;  free  perapiratioa  during  nioderato 
exercise.  Ciitiirrh  and  dysphagia  (ecqueliB  of  a  recent  attack 
of  diphtlieria)  entirely  relieved  during  the  action  of  the  drug, 
but  returned  after  its  effects  bud  passed  off.  Lameness  and 
soreness  in  muscles  of  arms  and  thighs  entirely  cured,  perhaps 
by  time. 

PBOYINQ    Br   L.    G.    H.,   B.,    8TDDENT   (*>«"*■),    MAT    16,    1876. 

Felt  as  well  as  usual ;  took  the  medicine  just  after  dinner. 

1.45  p.  M.,  took  2  drops  in  a  half-spoonful  of  wuter. —  Pulse 
63. 

1.55  p.  H.  — Pulse  68 ;  slight  pain  over  both  eyes. 

2.05  F.  H. — Dull  pain  in  occiput;  pulse  65,  not  regular; 
slight  beat  in  face. 

2.15  p.m.  —  Pulse  68;  burning  sensation  in  face;  boring 
pain  in  occiput;  uneasy  feeling  in  extremities. 

2.25  F.  H.  —  Fnlso  68 ;  marked  feeling  of  beat  in  face,  with 
flushed  face ;  pain  in  occiput,  mostly  on  right  side. 

3.17  p.  M.,  took  the  second  dose  of  drops  in  same  amount 
of  water. —  Pulse  63. 

3.27  p.  M.  —  Dull  feeling  in  forehead;  beating  of  pulse  dis- 
tinctly felt  in  fingers ;  pain  in  occiput  returned. 

3.37  p.  M.  —  Pulse  70  and  irregular ;  burning  sensation  in 
face ;  pain  in  left  side  in  the  region  of  the  heart,  extending 
around  to  the  back. 

3.47  P.  a.  — Pulse  65 ;  burning  sensation  in  face ;  dulness  in 
head. 

4.05  p.  H.  —  Pain  in  occiput,  aggravated  by  heat  of  room 
and  by  writing ;  when  the  forehead  was  painful  the  pain  iu  the 
occiput  was  less  severe. 

4.30  p.  M.  —  After  writing,  pulse  63  and  quite  full ;  boat  of 
face  well  marked. 

PHOVING    Br    MR.  H.    P.    C,    t-TUDENT,     SENSITIVE,    INCLINED   TO 

NEUBALGI4,   MAY   11,   1876. 

3.30  P.  H.,  took  1  drop. — In  a  few  minutes   felt  a  slight 

creeping  sensation  in  right  cheek  below  malar  bone,  which  was 
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momentary;  10  mioutes  later,  twitching  and  creeping  under 
left  eye,  also  slight  and  momentary. 

5.  F.  H.,  took  3  drops. —  In  a  minute  or  two  felt  a  decided 
twitching  under  the  outer  canthus  of  left  eye ;  a  little  later,  a 
alight  oppression  near  the  Itver ;  still  later,  a  short  contraction 
at  the  left  of  the  heart,  ill-defined  ;  pulse  about  64,  normally 
70.  At  5.45  an  oppression  at  the  end  of  the  sternum  on 
going  down-stairs. 

7.30  p.  M.,  took  6  drops. —  Creeping  in  left  cheek ;  dull  pain 
in  occipital  region  of  narrow  extent;  headache  on  left  side, 
parietal  region,  oppression  of  chest  on  walking  about;  pulse 
not  altered  ;  soreness  of  extensor  muscles  :  right  arm  of  all  the 
above  very  slightly  apparent.  Later,  had  rheumatic  pains  in 
left  leg  and  knee,  followed  by  soreness  in  right  arm  and  shoul- 
der; then  lameness  in  right  scapula;  twinges  near  the  dorsal 
vertebrte  and  slight  distension  in  the  abdomen,  with  dull  pain. 

9.30  F.  M.,  took  6  drops  and  went  to  bed. —  Obtained  no 
e  ffect. 

May  12,  10  A.  M.,  took  10  drops.  —  Got  no  decided  symp- 
toms, but  was  restless  afterward. 

Mat/  16,  4  p.  H.,  took  15  drops. — Slight  oppression  at  the 
fronto-piirietul  suture,  then  proceeding  to  the  frontal  bone ; 
dimness  of  sight ;  pulse  accelerated. 

4.30  p.  M.,  took  20  drops.  —No  further  effect. 

5.15.  p.  H.,  took  40  drops. — Felt  confused  and  drowsy; 
nothing  decided  beyond  that  (effect  too  doubtful). 

PEOVING  Br  MISS  A.  E.  8.,  8TDDENT,  MAT  7,  1876  (9^  "■'•). 

7  A.  u.  bofore  breakfast,  put  3  drops  in  about  3  tea- 
spoonfuls  of  water ;  took  a  spoonful.  —  No  effect. 

7.15  A.  M.,  took  another  dose. — Slight  rumbling  in  the  bowels. 

7.30  A.  M.,  took  another  dose.  — Bowels  moved  at  7.40  with 
rumbling,  leaving  a  feeling  of  emptiness  afterward. 

2,30  P.  M.,  put  12  drops  in  a  glass  half  full  of  water;  took 
two  tcaspooi)ful:j.  — No  effect. 

2.45  P.  H.,  another  dose.  —  No  effect. 

3  p.  H.,  another  dose. 
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3.10  P.  H.  —  Face  flashed. 

3.25  p.  H.  —  Sbarp  pain  Id  the  calf  of  the  left  leg ;  slight  grip, 
ing  pain  io  the  bowels;  feeling  as  though  a  band  were  drawn 
tightly  about  the  bead  ;  dull  pain  over  the  eyes. 

12.30  P.  H. — Nausea,  dizziness;  also  a  contraction  of  the 
muscles  in  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  as  though  they 
were  all  being  drawn  together  over  the  region  of  the  uterus ; 
the  region  of  the  uterus,  tallopian  tubes,  and  ovaries  felt  very 
hard  on  pressure ;  rumbling  in  the  bowels.  I  am  well  with  the 
exception  of  a  sore  throat ;  the  drug  did  not  seem  to  affect  that 
iu  any  way. 

MtOVINQ  BT  MISS  M.   M.,   STUDENT,   MAY    7,    1876    (»  ™"*). 

S.35  p.  M.,  took  1  drop. 

2.02  p.  H.  —  Slight  discomfort  inr  right  shoulder. 

8.07  p.  H.  —  Decided  dizziness  and  heaviness  of  head. 

3.15  p.  M.  — Very  drowsy  ;  su^estion  of  pain  in  right  side 
of  head  ;  eructations  ;  burning  of  right  cheek,  extending  up  into 
eye  and  around  to  right  ear. 

3.20  P.  H.  —  Heat  in  left  ear ;  lameness  of  flexor  muscles  of 
right  arm. 

3.30  p.  M.  — Subsidence  of  all  the  symptoms. 


GRAPHITES  IN    INDURATION  AND  CICATRIZATION  OF 
THE  MAUM.X. 

D.   B.    WEITTIEB,   U.D.,   FITCHBrBQ. 

Mant  of  us,  perhaps,  are  too  liable  to  discredit  a  therapeu- 
tical assertion  when  it  is  not  accompanied  by  clinical  illustra- 
tion or  corroborated  by  the  experience  of  able  minds,  founded 
opon  a  symptomatical  or  a  pathological  basis  ;  and  only  when 
an  extremity  urges  us  to  prove  the  worth  of  the  subject  in 
question  are  we  willing  to  apply  the  test  of  a  practical  appli- 
cation. 

Years  ago  I  read  the  bold  statement  that  Graphites  would 
remove  indurations  and  cicatrizations  of  the  mammte  conse- 
quent upon  inflammation  and  abscess.     These  conditiona,  being 
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the  result  of  disease,  are  not  usually  very  troublosome  or  pain- 
ful, therefore  arc  lefl  by  physiclau  and  patient  to  the  offices  of 
Nature,  which  are  sometimes  benign,  but  usually,  iu  such  cases, 
iai  potent. 

I  have  verified  the  truth  of  thia  clinical  aasertian  in  many 
instances,  which  to  mind  have  been  those  of  unquestionable 
sequeuce.  I  have  selected  only  two  cases  to  illustrate  the  action 
of  this  remedy,  one  of  which  was  as  unpromiaing  aa  any  which 
it  hiis  been  my  privilege  to  observe. 

Mrs.  —  —  claims  to  have  inherited  a  scrofulous  diathesis, 
although  uo  very  [tositive  objective  indications  were  apparent. 
A  few  days  after  having  passed  through  her  first  confiuemeut, 
the  nurse  was  charged  by  piitient  and  friends  (rightly  or  not) 
with  having  allowed  her  to  take  cold  by  some  kck  of  attention 
or  indiscretion  during  the  advent  of  the  milk.  As  a  consequence, 
she  passed  through  a  terrible  fever,  the  nature  of  which  ic  is  not 
my  purpose  to  determine,  as  I  design  only  to  speak  of  the  mam- 
miB.  These  organs  passed  through  aii  intense  inflammatioD.  be- 
came enormously  swollen  to  full  threefold  their  usual  size,  exces- 
sively tender  and  painful.  This  couditiou  was  accompanied  by 
the  agony  of  a  high  and  dimgerous  fever  with  suppression  of  the 
milk.  In  one  of  the  breasts  this  affection  progressed  to  a  suppu- 
ration unsightly  and  disheartening.  About  two  thirds  of  the 
gland  were  perfectly  honeycombed,  presenting  the  appearanco  of 
an  enormous  carbuncle,  discharging  pus  and  water  fluid  through 
numerous  openings,  until  it  seemed  that  the  whole  gland  would 
loosen  from  its  moorings  in  one  mass  of  corruption.  By  dili- 
gent application  of  remedial  means  the  gland  in  time  healed, 
leaving  two  thirds  of  it  In  a  state  of  firm  induration,  with  a 
retracted  and  deformed  ni|jple,  and  cicatrizations  covering  one 
half  of  the  gland.  Apparently  there  was  nothing  to  be  hoped 
either  from  the  restorative  efforts  of  Nature  or  the  action  of 
drugs.  But  I  reasoned  if  this  agent  was  capable  of  transform- 
ing such  a  madS  of  tissues,  destroyed  for  all  the  purposes  for 
which  they  had  existed,  it  also  must  have  power  to  stimulate 
to  action  the  functiom^  of  tliose  ti3sucs  so  restored,  —  my  only 
hope  or  desire  being  to  effect,  if  po^ible,  a  return  of  the  milk, 
so  ihat  the  child  might  bo  saved  the  dire  cotisequences  of  the 
feeding-lKtttle. 
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A  month  or  more  bad  passed  since  her  confiDement  when  I 
commenced  the  experiment.  Graphites ^""^  was  administered, 
for  I  bud  Bs  much  confidence  in  this  potency  as  in  aiiy  other, 
for  the  purpose  I  was  seeking  to  accomplish.  Perhaps  a  week 
had  iwissed  when  milk  was  discovered  in  ibe  breast  least  affected 
from  the  nipple  of  which  it  was  observed  to  ooze.  This  secre- 
tion increased  to  an  amount  almost  sufficient  to  nurse  the  child. 
But  the  arrangement  I  had  thus  affected  for  nursing  was  can- 
celled by  the  patient  and  the  milk  allowed  to  dry,  for  the  three 
following  reasons :  First,  The  indurated  gland  could  not  be 
nursed  on  account  of  the  retracted  nipple.  Second,  The  exces- 
sive fear  of  having  to  pass  through  the  purgatory  of  another 
giithercd  breast,  as  the  milk  had  to  be  drawn  by  artificial  means. 
Third,  The  child  did  not  thrive  upon  the  milk. 

The  remedy  was  continued  for  weeks,  during  which  time 
the  induration  gradually  gave  way  ;  the  breast  became  softer, 
free  from  pain  and  tenderness ;  the  skin  tended  to  assume 
its  natural  tint  and  elasticity,  and  about  one  third  of  the 
cicatrizations  disappeared  and  the  remainder  eventually  ap- 
proximated the  feeling  and  condition  of  the  original  state 
of  the  gland.  Still  there  were  indurations  and  cicatrizations 
remiiining;  but  the  treatment  was  discontinued  to  give  place 
to  other  necessary  medication.  Yfurs  passed,  when  the  patient 
again  became  pregnant,  at  which  time  she  admitted  that  little 
or  DO  change  bad  taken  place  iu  the  breast  since  the  suspcn- 
siou  of  the  treatment.  I  then  determined  to  see  what  further 
progress  could  be  made ;  so  treatment  was  again  resumed. 
Suffice  it  to  say  that  months  before  her  second  confinement 
efae  confessed  to  feeling  hardly  a  difierence  between  the  breasts, 
and  to  all  appearunce  the  defective  one  was  quite,  restored  to 
its  normal  condition,  so  that  when  again  brought  into  requi- 
sition nearly  all  the  inconvenience  that  she  experienced  from 
it  was  the  inability  to  nurse  from  the  defective  nipple. 

Case  Ho.  2,  briefly  stated,  passed  through  the  usual  suffer- 
ings incident  to  inflammation  and  suppuration  of  the  mitmmary 
glands.  The  portion  of  the  breast  destroyed  by  the  profuse 
suppuration,  together  with  the  ravages  produced  in  the  sur- 
rouodiug  tissues,  left  u  large  portion  of  the  gland  indurated, 
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cicatrized,  considerably  contracted,  and  fallen  in  on  the  side 
where  the  loss  of  substance  had  taken  place.  The  milk  was  con- 
sequently dried,  and  the  child  supplied  from  the'other  breast. 
I  proposed  to  effect  a  removal  of  these  physical  ruins  by  the 
adrainiatration  of  Graphites,  to  which  the  patient  consented, 
provided  she  should  not  be  required  again  to  nurse  from  this 
breast.  The  remedy  was  given  for  several  months,  a  course 
which  resulted  in  decided  and  continuous  improvement.  Milk 
was  restored,  but  the  babe  refused  it  on  account  of  the  labor 
required  to  obtain  it,  which  was  due  probably  to  the  milk-ducts 
having  been  destroyed  or  closed  by  the  process  of  suppuration. 

From  indifference  on  the  part  of  the  patient  the  treotment  was 
suspended,  with  a  partial  hut  comparatively  favorable  restora- 
tion, in  which  state  it  remained  until  her  second  pregnancy, 
when  the  treatment  was  again  pursued.  At  the  time  of  her 
confinement  the  progress  has  been  such  as  to  admit  of  nursing 
the  child.  The  breast  had  attained  such  a  condition  of  natural- 
ness that  defects  were  not  observable  in  it  until  brought  into 
use,  when  on  account  of  the  obliteration  of  a  portion  of  the  milk- 
ducts  the  mother  was  subjected  to  some  paiu  and  the  child  to  a 
little  labor,  which  caused  the  experiment  to  be  abandoned. 

I  have  had  many  other  cases  of  minor  importance  in  which 
Graphites  has  been  an  effective  agent,  and  I  confidently  resort 
to  it  now  for  the  removal  of  indurations  from  the  mamm%.  In 
such  cases  it  luay  be  claimed  that  observers  are  mistaken,  that 
Nature  has  pprfoimed  the  work  described.  To  this  I  answer 
that  during  an  interval  of  years,  when  Nature  had  an  ample 
opportnuity  to  perfect  her  work,  little  perceptible  progress  was 
effected,  and  the  abnormal  conditions  remained  to  be  assisted 
to  an  exit  by  the  agency  of  Graphites, 


TREATMENT  OF  THE  MAMUART  GLANDS. 

BT  OKO.   B.  SAWTELLE,  U.D.,   OF  UALDBN. 

Iteai  b^oTt  the  Meeting  of  the  MatiaehuMeOt  Homtcopachle  Medical  Society. 

There  is  no  organ  in  the  female  structure  subject  to  such  a 

diversity  of  treatment  as  the  mammary  gland,  during  gestation 

and  lactation.     Friends,  nurse,  mother,  or  grandmother,  each 
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.  may  add  at  least  one  never-failing  cure  to  tbe  list  of  nmnber- 
less  remedies  for  any  affection  to  which  this  important  organ 
may  be  subject;  and  even  the  physician  becomes  discouraged 
at  times  in  bis  endeavors  to  arrest  any  calamity  that  may  arise 
in  this  apparatus  for  the  manufacture  of  nourishment  for  the 
helpless  new-bom.  Consult  authors  for  the  proper  treatment 
of  a  breast  during  gestation,  or  the  surest  method  of  cure  of 
the  various  causes  of  martyrdom  which  falls  to  the  lot  of  some 
during  lactation,  and  the  vast  variety  of  remedies  you  will  find 
for  them  is  sufficient  proof  of  your  difficulty. 

The  universal  practice  of  submitting  the  nipples  to  a  process 
called  "hardening"  before  labor  calls  forth  a  multitudinous 
list  of  remedies,  well  known  to  every  practitioner,  and  too 
numerous  to  enumerate  in  the  hours  allotted  to  an  annual  meet- 
ing of  a  medical  Society.  The  variety  forces  us  to  question 
their  benefit.  I  am  not  now  fully  prepared  to  pronounce  this 
practice  useless,  but  so  far  as  my  own  observation  goes  in  no 
one  of  a  considerable  number  of  cases,  both  primipane  and 
those  who  have  suffered  from  sore  nipples  on  previous  occa- 
sions, where  no  such  applications  have  been  made  during  preg- 
nancy, have  I  ever  had  any  serious  trouble  from  sore  nipples 
or  mammary  abscess ;  but  every  case  in  my  practice  attended 
by  such  a  calamity  has  been  subjected  to  these  preparatory 
applications.  To  those  who  make  a  practice  of  recommending 
the  use  of  these  applications  this  may  seem  wholly  accidental. 

There  is  one  form  of  application  that  I  always  positively 
oppose  during  pregnancy  and  at  all  times,  such  as  tight-6tting 
corsets,  tight  clothing  of  any  kind,  hard  pads,  or  any  additional 
wear  to  make  up  deficiencies.  If  physicians  could  prevent 
lliese  latter  appliances,  hindering  tbe  glands  from  developing 
in  all  their  parts,  which  shut  in  the  moisture  and  overheat  the 
organs  and  thus  cause  them  to  become  tender,  I  believe  there 
would  be  leas  need  of  remedies  for  this  "  hardening  "  process. 
The  clothing  over  the  breasts  should  be  loose,  and,  pai-ticulaciy 
during  the  last  months  of  pregnancy,  as  thin  as  is  consistent 
with  comfort. 

The  wisdom  of  this  wonderful  provision  of  nature,  in  provid- 
ing the  means  of  the  continuance  of  life  and  nourishment  of 
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the  nfispring  at  the  end  of  gestation,  in  furnishing  organs  which 
secrete  and  alnaost  pour  their  lactenl  fluid  into  the  helpless 
infant's  mouth,  are  sufficient  incentives  for  us  to  suppress  their 
abuse  and  to  devise  the  best  means  of  securing  to  both  mother 
and  child  the  great  happiness  in  the  enjoyment  of  this  function. 
I  offer  these  suggestions  hoping  to  invite  discussion  and  the 
views  of  others  on  this  subject. 

Another  piactice  which  I  will  simply  refer  to  is  that  of 
pressing  the  breasts  of  new-born  infants  for  the  purpose)  as 
ignorant  nurses  will  tell  you,  of  expelling  the  milk,  or  as  some 
will  say,  to  break  the  nipple-string,  so  that  the  nipple  will  t>e 
of  sufficient  length  to  enable  her  in  turn  to  give  suck  to  hor 
ofispriug.  I  once  witnessed  a  case  of  a  young  infant  suffering 
from  an  abscess  of  each  breast,  resulting  from  this  abuse.  la 
the  majority  of  cases  of  sunken  or  too  short  nipples  in  mothers 
that  have  come  to  my  notice,  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain  that 
this  was  the  treatment  given  their  breasts  when  infants.  And 
what  else  could  one  expect  of  such  extension  when  the  nipple 
is  but  a  collection  of  delicate  milk-ducts  opening  at  ita  extrem- 
ity, but  subsequent  contraction  resulting  from  their  tension  and 
injury?  I  should  not  have  mentioned  this,  to  me  supposed  to 
be  obsolete  practice,  at  the  risk  of  insulting  your  intelligence, 
had  I  not  learned,  within  a.  few  months,  of  a  wealthy  phyuiciaa 
of  this  State,  enjoying  a  large  and  lucrative  practice,  who 
asserted  that  this  was  his  usual  practice. 

The  physician  in  general  practice  is  most  frequently  called 
upon  to  treat  the  various  conditions  which  this  organ  presents 
in  the  early  stage  of  lactation  following  labor;  and  the  one 
greatly  to  be  dreaded  by  the  attendant  and  a  great  misfortune 
to  a  lying-in  woman  is  a  mammary  abscess.  This  condition  is 
so  liable  to  bo  attributed,  and  very  unjustly  too,  to  some  neg- 
lect on  the  part  of  physician  or  nurse,  that  we  occasioually  meet 
with  one  or  the  other  who  never  have  had  to  do  with  a  "gath- 
ered breast."  I  must  confess  I  have  had  a  few  of  these  unfor- 
tunates to  treat,  and  in  justice  to  myself  and  nurse,  I  believe 
the  majority  were  due  to  a  weakly  organization  and  the  drain 
to  which  the  system  had  so  recently  been  subjected.  The  phy- 
sician cannot  exercise  too  much  care  to  prevent  so  grave  a 
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misfortune.  We  not  only,  often  have  to  contend  with  the 
tendencies  of  the  case,  but  -crJth  a  dangerous  woman  who  is 
called  nurse,  —  dangerous  both  to  your  reputation  and  the 
patient's  recovery.  If  there  is  any  one  thing  a  physician  has  to 
be  thankful  for  when  such  acase  presents  itself,  it  is  an  educated, 
faithful,  and  conscientious  nurse,  —  nurse,  indeed  I  the  doctor's 
friend  and  the  patient's  comfort  and  dependence. 

I  have  recently  dischai'ged  a  case  of  deep-seated  abscess  of 
this  gland  as  about  cured  after  a  winter's  siege,  which  was  not 
produced  or  accompanied  by  an  abundant  flow  of  milk,  but  has 
been  particularly  vexatious  because  of  its  origin  iu  a  nervous 
and  sensitive  system.  Previous  to  this  she  had  nursed  three 
children,  each  three  or  four  mouths,  without  serious  trouble. 
At  this  time,  from  the  scarcity  of  milk  and  the  irritability  of  the 
breasts  after  two  weeks'  attempt,  I  decided  to  give  the  babe  the 
bottle,  and  believe  I  should  have  had  but  little  trouble  bad  not 
friends  meddled,  and  without  my  knowledge  and  contrary  to 
my  directions,  frequently  tried  to  evacuate  an  almost  empty 
breast.  This  continually  irritated  and  added  fuel  to  the  flame, 
and  hence  the  result.  The  breast  became  enormously  dis- 
tended, and  weeks  of  suffering,  such  as  you  may  all  have  wit* 
nesaed,  brought  no  pus  near  the  surface.  Constant  fever, 
anxiety,  depression  of  spirits,  sleepless  nights  and  exhaustioD 
from  perspinition,  and  reabsorption  of  pus  into  the  circulation, 
mode  the  case  alarming.  She  had  on  several  occasions  attacks 
of  stitching  puins  in  the  chest  and  quick  and  difficult  breathing, 
resembling  effusion  into  that  cavity,  which  after  a  time  was  re- 
lieved, and  which  I  accounted  for  as  sympathetic  irritation  of 
the  gland  communicated  within  the  thorax.  Having  become 
almost  desperate,  and  fully  convinced  of  the  existence  of  a 
quantity  of  pus  in  the  posterior  part  of  the  breast,  although  the 
anterior  portion  was  very  bard,  I  made  a  free  incision  of  about 
two  inches  in  depth,  which  I  considered  safe  on  account  of  the 
enormous  distention  of  the  gland.  After  a  few  moments,  with 
the  aid  of  a  probe,  I  was  able  to  conduct  the  pus  through  this 
mass  to  the  surface,  and  a  copious  discharge  followed,  but  only 
With  the  aid  of  the  probe.  To  preveut  the  incision  from  clos- 
ing, and  further  use  of  the  kuife,  although  the  operation  was 
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quite  painless,  I  introduced  a  tent,  and  daily,  for  a  successioa 
of  days,  with  a  probe  ovuciiated  tlie  cavity  and  introduced  a 
new  tent  till  it  was  healed  from  the  bottom,  and  health  and 
Tigar  commenced  to'  return.  In  n  case  like  this  there  may  well 
be  supposed  to  be  varied  complications  of  symptoms  which  will 
require  varied  prescriptions,  but  for  the  condition  of  the  breast 
described  above,  PAos,  Sil.  and  Hep.  were  given  chiefly.  He 
topical  application  of  blue  clay  dissolved  with  water  so  as  to 
paint  the  breast,  or  applied  as  a  poultice,  gave  in  this  as  in 
other  cases  more  relief  thau  any  other  application  ;  but  in  this 
case  less  bcnelit  than  was  hoped  ia  the  early  stages  on  accoant 
of  an  annoying  eczematous  eruption  produced  by  any  applica- 
tion I  could  suggest  except  Sour  or  starch. 

In  case  of  mothers  unable  to  nurse  on  account  of  shottneu 
of  nipple,  or  those  whoso  breasts  are  wholly  or  partly  destroyal 
by  previous  abscesses,  I  prevent,  so  far  as  is  possible,  milk  fana 
secreting  in  the  glands  by  pressure  and  cool  applications,  if 
needed.  I  put  a  towel  around  the  chest,  producing  comfortable 
pressure  of  the  glands.  An  attempt  to  nurse,  the  child  would 
only  result  in  failure  and  the  risk  of  abscess.  Especially  in 
warm  weather  I  have  found  the  figiire-of-eigbt  bandage  sup- 
porting the  breasts,  covered  with  several  small  sponges,  whidt 
are  kept  constantly  wet,  a  perfect  remedy  for  suppressing  tlie 
flow  of  milk  and  preventing  the  intense  heat  and  pain  which 
otherwise  would  result.  This  bandage  need  be  applied  bat 
once  daily,  and  the  sponges  can  be  easily  moistened  at  pleasure 
without  removing. 

About  four  years  ago  I  attended  a  young  woman  with  her 
first  child,  who,  soon  after  labor,  suflered  from  abscesses  in 
both  breasts.  Last  Sunday  she  gave  birth  to  her  second,  and 
I  am  confident  it  would  be  perilous  to  attempt  to  nurse  it.  I 
am  treating  her  simply  with  the  dry  towel  around  the  chest, 
giving  support  to  the  glands  and  comfortable  pressure,  witb 
directions,  in  case  of  beat  and  pain,  to  place  wet  sponges  or 
napkins  under  the  towel.  Up  to  this  morning,  before  leaTiJig 
town,  no  water  has  been  applied  aud  she  is  quite  comfortable. 
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ARE  UREMIC  CONVULSIONS   CURABLE? 

Bead  bffore  the  Annual  Metting  of  the  Maisaehutettt  HomaopatJUe  MedUat 
SocUtg,  April  l;i,  1876.     J3g  Beo.  Barrowi,  M.D, 

I  REMEHBBB  to  bare  reported  a  case  of  puerperal  couvulilong 
to  this  Society  several  years  ago,  which  was  treated  Bucoess- 
fully  with  Belladonna  and  Lachesis.  As  the  urine  was  not 
tested  for  albumen  by  me,  I  was  not  able  to  satisfy  some 
learned  members  then  that  the  convulsions  were  unemic ;  and 
it  waa  stated  as  the  opinion  of  several  present  that  urEemio  con- 
Tutsions  were  not  curable. 

I  lielieve  unemic  convulsions  have  been  cured  aad  are  cura- 
ble by  Lachesis. 

I  treated  a  case  three  years  ago  this  month,  which  I  bej;  leave 
to  report. 

Mrs.  D.,  thirty-five  years  old,  mother  of  two  children,  being 
very  much  bloated  in  her  limbs  during  the  latter  months  of  her 
third  pregnancy,  was  taken  with  severe  colic  and  pains  after  a 
supper  of  warm  bread,  on  the  evening  of  April  16,  1873 ;  at  12 
A.  u.,  of  the  17th,  she  was  seized  with  convulsions,  of  which  she 
had  seven  severe  ones  between  12  and  3  p.  u.  At  3  p.  m.  labor 
pains  commenced.  She  was  unconscious  after  the  second  con- 
vulsion, and  remained  so  during  labor  and  for  three  hours  after 
the  birth  of  a  living  child,  which  event  occurred  at  10  o'clock, 
F.  H.,  after  which  two  severe  convulsions  occurred,  and  she 
remnined  comatose  three  hours. 

A  specimen  of  urine  drawn  off  after  the  third  convulsion,  and 
tested  by  Dr.  Hayward,  was  found  to  be  two  thirds  albumen, 
A  sample  drawn  off  later  in  the  day,  and  tested  by  Dr.  Cash- 
ing with  heat  and  nit.  acid,  was  five  sixths,  or  nearly  solid  albu- 
men. 

The  coma  was  treated  by  Opium  and  the  convulsions  by 
Belladonna  '"  and  Lachesia  •"*  and  "".  The  patient  recovered 
slowly,  and  remains  well.  The  child  is  well  also.  I  think 
Lachesis  saved  her  life,  as  surely  without  the  help  of  Lachesis 
she  would  have  died. 

Perhaps  a  reason  for  my  faith  in  the  agency  of  Lachesis  in 
the  cure  of  this  case,  as  well  as  of  some  others  which  have  re- 
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covered  under  its  ezhibitioQf  and  -nhich  I  believe  were  anemic, 
will  appear  in  the  reading  of  a  paper  which  describes  a  case 
that  occurred  in  mj  practice  twenty-four  years  since. 


A  CASE  OF  PREMATUEE  LABOR  FOLLOWED  BY  PUER- 
PERAL  CONVULSIONS. 

On  the  6th  of  June,  1853,  I  was  called  to  attend  a  Mrs.  H., 
aged  23,  in  the  seventh  month  of  her  first  pregnancy.  She  was 
of  slender  constitution,  and  bad  suffered  with  dyspepsia  for 
several  years,  but  had  improved  m  health  for  three  years  pre- 
viously under  homceopatbic  remedies. 

As  I  could  ascertain  uo  particular  cause  for  the  symptoms 
of  premature  labor  which  I  found  present,  I  gave  her  a  dose 
of  Chama.  or  Coffje,  and  left  her  for  an  hour  to  visit  another 
patient.  On  my  return  I  found  that  labor  had  commenced, 
which  in  the  course  of  some  eight  hours  terminated  with  the  ex- 
pulsion of  a  female  child  of  seven  mouths,  too  feeble  to  nurse, 
but  which  lived,  being  fed,  some  three  weeks.  In  course  of 
half  an  hour  I  removed  without  difficulty  a  quite  small  placenta, 
much  shrivelled  in  appearance ;  and  in  course  of  an  hour  the 
mother,  after  a  change  of  clothes,  was  comfortably  returned  to 
her  bed,  with  a  fair  promise  of  a  specify., recovery..  In  a  few 
minutes  after  the  mother  was  got  to  bed,  while  I  was  looking  at 
the  child  in  an  adjoining  room,  a  shriek  from  the  grandmother, 
andacryof  "Doctor,  come  quick  ["thoroughly  aroused  me  from 
all  my  dreams  of  leisure  and  security,  and  brought  me  back  iu 
baste  to  the  bedside  of  the  patient,  whom  I  found  completely  con- 
vulsed, —  face  turgid  with  blood,  the  mouth  tilled  with  fuam  and 
blood,  the  jaws  and  teeth  convulsively  set,  whereby  the  tongue 
was  shockingly  lacerated;  the  pulse  full  and  hard,  respiration 
irregular ;  in  short,  the  patient  was  in  a  complete  state  of  coma, 
interrupted  only  by  the  most  frightful  convulsions.  I  gaveOf)iu?n 
and  Belladonna,  either  by  the  mouth  or  by  olfaction,  Bella- 
donna  during  the  convulsions  and  Opium  during  the  coma,  for 
the  first  hour  or  two,  and  thus  partially  controlled  and  modified 
the  symptoms.     Sometimes  1  gave  iViu;  or  Jgnalia  instead  of 
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SeUadonna,  but  the  convulsions  were  not  controlled  until  I 
exhibited  Lachesia,  suggested  chiefly  by  one  symptom,  viz.  a 
sudden  and  forcible  protruBioD  of  the  longuo.  This  medicine 
not  only  stopped  this  protrusion  of  the  tongue,  but  arrested  the 
convulsions  entirely,  except  some  slight  spasms  which  arose 
from  an  over-distended  bladder,  and  were  promptly  relieved  by 
the  use  of  the  catheter.  The  patient  remained  uuconsciuud  for 
several  days,  during  which  time  I  was  obliged  to  draw  off  the 
urine  daily.  I  also  continued  Lachetis  occasionally  with  2{ux, 
or  Belladonna,  or  Arnica  for  the  lacerated  tongue.  The  mother 
gradually  recovered,  but  the  babe  died  in  two  or  three  weeks. 
The  mother  miscarried  some  three  months  since,  and  is  now 
convalescent. 

This  paper  was  written  for  and  read  at  the  June  homcBO* 
pathic  meeting  probably  as  early  as  1856.  The  husband  died 
of  tubercular  consumption  soon  after  the  second  miscarriage, 
but  the  widow  still  lives,  and  in  tolerable  health  so  far  as  I  know, 
now  being  forty-seven  years  old,  twenty-four  years  having 
passed  since  she  had  puerperal  convulsions. 

The  trial  of  Lackesis  in  this  case  was  su^ested  by  noticing 
one  symptom,  viz.  that  sudden  and  forcible  protrusion  and 
retraction  of  the  tongue.  I  used  the  low  dilution  as  well  as 
the  high  at  that  time,  because  I  had  more  confidence  in  some 
which  I  hod  recently  obtained  for  Dr.  Herring  than  in  the  high 
which  I  had  obtained  from  some  other  source. 


NITRITE  OF  AMYL  IN  NERVOUS  DISEASES. 

Dec.  12  was  called  to  see  a  boy  three  years  of  age  who 
bod  been  sick  twenty-four  hours.  I  found  a  bright,  active 
child,  with  large  head  and  nervous  temperament.  He  had  been 
taking  Aconite  Tincture  and  saffron  tea.  His  pulse  was  180 ; 
respirations  labored,  and  over  fifty  per  minute ;  livid  face ; 
wild,  glassy  eyes;  semi-conscious;  vomiting  aggravated  by  the 
saffron  tea;  diarrhcea;  frequent  and  scanty  urination;  slight 
thirst;  difficult  swallowing.  I  considered  it  almost  a  hopeless 
case  at  first.     I  administered  medicines  through  the  day,  with 
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apparent  marked  relief,  but  it  was  of  ehort  duration.  Late  in 
the  afternoon  tbe  eyea  became  glazed,  still  protruding  with  a 
staring  look,  and  immovable,  the  bands  trembling  and  grasp- 
ing at  imaginary  objects,  frequent  piercing  shrieks,  plainly 
indicating  approaching  convulsions.  I  wet  tbe  corner  of  a 
napkin  with  the  first  decimal  dilution  of  Nitrite  of  Amyl  and 
placed  it  near  the  face  of  the  patient.  Very  soon  the  screams 
ceased,  the  eyes  became  less  protruding;  the  rigidity  of  the 
muscles  of  the  limbs  relaxed,  and  bo  i-emiiined  quiet  for  several 
hours,  till  death  came  to  his  and  our  relief. 

A  child  eight  months  old  was  taken  with  convulsions 
which  continued  one  hour  and  a  half.  When  I  arrived  it  was 
convulsed,  unconscious,  with  inability  to  swallow.  After  in- 
haling the  first  dilution  of  Nitrite  of  Amyl  for  a  few  minutes, 
the  patient  awoke  as  if  from  sleep,  perfectly  conscious.  Two 
hours  later  it  had  another  attack,  but  ou  holding  tbe  cloth  which 
had  previously  been  wet  with  the  Amyl,  the  convulsions  ceased 
at  once  and  did  not  return. 

A  child  two  years  old,  of  very  nervous  temperament,  was 
seized  with  convulsions  which  continued  till  my  arrival  two  hours 
later.  I  immediately  administered  by  inbalalion  Nitrite  of 
Amyl,  first  dilution,  and  the  patient  very  soon  returned  to  con- 
sciousness as  if  from  natural  sleep.  Since  that  time,  it  has  had 
symptoms  of  convulsions,  which  are  all  suddenly  dispelled  by 
8  very  few  inhalations  of  the  Amyl,  and  the  mother  will  not 
be  without  tbe  medicine  iu  the  bouse. 

During  the  past  year  I  have  had  several  very  severe  cases  of 
chorea,  lasting  several  weeks.  Recently  X  was  called  to  see  a 
girl,  aged  nine,  who  had  chorea  in  an  aggravated  form.  Every 
muscle  seemed  to  be  in  motion.  I  gave  her  Nitrite  of  Amyl, 
first  dilution,  interniilly  every  two  hours,  and  in  two  weeks 
she  had  recovered  entirely,  a  slight  debility  alone  remaining. 

Mr. ,  aged  about  50,  a  stout,  robust  laboring  man,  while 

riding,  was  seized  with  partial  blindness;  a  few  hours  later 
was  takcu  wiib  convulsions,  which  two  physicians  culled  apo- 
plexy. For  days,  even  weeks,  lie  was  very  sick,  according  to 
bis  statement.  One  year  later  I  was  called  to  see  him,  and 
fouud  him  weak  from  one  year's  serious  sickness,  nervous. 
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partially  blind,  uo&hle  to  attend  to  any  business,  Trith  violent 
attacks  of  coDvalsiona  about  ooce  a  month.  Under  the  ioflu- 
ence  of  the  medicines  prescribed  the  convulsions  became  less 
frequent  and  lighter.  They  usually  commenced  with  inability  to 
talk  correctly,  or  to  call  anything  by  the  right  name  ;  then  fol- 
lowed inability  to  walk ;  finally,  violent  twitching  of  the  muscles 
of  Uie  body,  limbs,  and  particularly  of  the  face ;  head  drawn 
to  the  right  side.  The  twitching  lasted  from  a  half  hour  to 
an  hour  or  more ;  then  came  uuconsciousness  for  several  hours. 
After  two  years'  treatment  his  convulsions  had  ceased,  but  he 
was  weak,  emaciated,  with  eight  much  imp^red;  walked  with 
tottering  gait,  inclining  to  go  to  one  side  when  walking ;  unable 
to  do  any  business ;  bead  in  a  constant  state  of  dull  confusion. 
Having  exhausted  my  skill,  tried  many  remedies,  and  being 
unable  to  make  the  family  believe  that  some  one  else  might  do 
better,  I  determined  to  try  JV^itrile  of  Amyl.  I  accordingly 
gave  him  two-drop  doses  of  the  first  dilution  onoe  in  two  hours. 
The  first  few  doses  seemed  to  affect  him  considerably,  so  I  gave 
one  drop  at  a  dose,  and  be  has  now  taken  it  more  than  two 
months  with  constant  benefit.  He  seems  brighter,  appears 
better,  and  is  constantly  gaining  flesh,  can  walk  and  sleep  bet- 
ter, hut  bis  sight  does  not  improve. 

Mblhatds.  —  In  giving  this  remedy  for  headache  I  fiod 
tbat  the  firftt  and  second  dilutions  produce  frequent  dischaiges 
from  the  bowels,  with  but  little  pain. 

A.  M.  CnsHiNO. 


ANTIDOTE  FOR  POISON-OAK  OR  POISON-VINE. 

BT  J.  H.  SHERllAIt,  H.D. 

Some  years  ago  Dr.  W.  F.  Jackson  published  an  antidote 
for  bee  stings,  mosquito  bites,  and,  I  believe,  for  the  bites  of 
insects  generally.  The  information  bos  been  of  great  service 
to  me,  for  it  always  relieves.  Aqua  Ammonia,  applied  to 
the  part  affected,  is  the  remedy.  To  compensate  for  this  and 
other  valuable  hints  for  practice  gleaned  from  our  journals,  I 
wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  profession  to  a  sure  antidote  to 
the  effects  of  poisoning  from  Bhustoxicodendron  or  B.  Badi- 
cans. 
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The  autidote  is  Fluid  JSxtract  of  VirginiaTia  Serpenlaria 
{Avistolochia  Serpentaria ;  Virginia  Snake  Hoot),  appMed  by 
means  of  a  large  camel's-hair  pencil.  If  applied  oo  the  earliest 
manifestation  of  the  poison  it  will  arrest  the  Bymptoms  at  once. 
My  first  trial  was  with  a  lady  patient  on  Newton  St.,  Boston. 
She  was  a  fair-skinned,  light-complexioned ,  delicate  woman.  At 
my  first  visit  her  face  wns  so  swollen,  blistered,  and  mottled 
that  her  best  friends  could  not  have  recognized  her;sohadly 
were  the  integuments  of  the  eyes  swollen,  that  she  could  not  see. 
She  had  a  high  fever  and  much  burning,  smarting  pain  over  the 
face  and  in  the  head.  My  prescription  was  Bell,  and  local  ap- 
plication of  a  weak  solution  of  the  Acetate  of  Lead.  The  hus- 
band of  the  lady  aroused  me  early  on  the  following  morniog, 
saying  that  bis  wife  had  passed  a  sleepless  night,  and  desired 
my  presence  immediately.  I  found  her  iu  great  agony,  and  oo 
further  investigation  it  appeared  that  the  disease  had  been 
^gravated  by  the  lead  work.  The  Extract  of  Herpentaria  was 
DOW  applied,  and  with  the  effect  of  producing  almost  immedi- 
ate relief,  so  that  in  a  few  minutes  the  patient  was  quit«  com- 
fortable. On  the  following  day  the  inflammation  and  swelling 
had  diminished  to  a  degree  which  was  to  me  a  matter  of  sur- 
prise, and  in  a  few  days  desquamation  took  place  and  recovery 
was  complete. 

Since  the  above  cose  was  treated  I  have  used  the  remedy  in 
other  cases  and  with  like  results. 

-Brethren,  give  us  some  of  your  valuable  practical  sugges- 
tions ;  every  physician's  experience  has  taught  him  some  highly 
useful  and  read;  expedient  iu  the  daily  treatment  of  both  light 
and  grave  diseases,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  every  one  to  make 
public  such  knowledge  for  the  benefit  of  all. 


NITRITE  OF  AMTL. 

PBOVIMO  Br  A  MEDICAL  E 

Inftalations  of  1st  Decimal  Attenuations. 
Head.  — Violent  throbbing  in  top  of  head  and  in  carotids ; 
redness  and  heat  in  face,  head,  and  neck. 
NoBE. — ^fumb  feeling  in  nasal  bones. 
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Throat.  —  Feoling  of  coiwtriction  of  throat  as  though  it  was 
closing  up;  relieved  by  motion. 

Chest.  — Hacking  cough  five  minutes  after  first  inhalation, 
and  again  forty-five  minutes  later. 

Heart.  —  Sharp  pain  in  region  of  heart,  relieved  by  eruc- 
tations which  continued  several  days. 

Stomach.  —  Slight  nausea  at  first,  and  in  ten  minutes  incli- 
nation to  vomit. 

Body.  —  Trembling  sensation  all  over,  cannot  sit  still;  a 
sensation  of  fear  as  if  something  dreadful  would  happen. 

Pulse.  —  Pulse  not  accelerated  but  very  irregular ;  impos- 
sible to  count  it  accurately. 

AMEIJORATION8.  —  All  symptoms  relieved  by  exercise  out-of- 
doors. 

A.   M.    COSBIHO. 


AcnoK  OF  Light  ok  Tissue  Chahoe. —  The  quantity  of  carbonic 
acid  expired  in  a  given  time  may  be  generally  taken  as  a  tolerably 
accurate  indication  of  the  rate  at  which  tissue  change  is  going  on  in 
the  body.  Moleschott  found  that  fVogs  expoeed  to  light  expired  one 
twelfth  to  one  fourth  more  carbonic  acid  tlian  froga  kept  in  the  dark, 
and  the  brighter  the  light  wan,  the  more  carbonic  acid  did  they  excrete. 
The  increased  rapidity  in  tissue  change,  of  whicb  tbis  was  the  indica- 
tion, might  of  course  be  due  to  the  action  of  the  sunlight  upon  the 
skin,  but  some  recent  researclies  of  Von  Platen  seem  to  show  that  it 
is  ratber  due  to  the  action  of  light  upon  the  eyes.  He  kept  some  rab- 
bits as  nearly  as  possible  under  the  same  conditions,  but  sometimes 
covered  tbeir  eyes  with  black  glosses,  eo  as  to  exclude  the  light,  and 
sometimes  with  white  glasses  so  as  to  allow  it  to  act  upon  tbem.  The 
experiments  which  he  made  in  this  way  showed  that  when  the  light 
was  allowed  to  reach  the  eye,  the  carbonic  acid  excreted  was  increused 
by  one  sixth  to  one  Bevenlh  of  its  average  amount.  Now,  a  moderate 
increase  in  tissue  change  in  a  fairly  healthy  orgnnism  leads  to  increased 
appetite,  increased  consumption  of  food,  and  a.  healthier  condition  of  the 
organism  generally,  so  that  anything  producing  it  must  rank  as  a  tonic. 
These  researches,  therefore,  are  of  extreme  interest,  as  they  show  what 
a  very  high  place  among  touics  must  be  assigned  to  light,  and  the 
necessity  of  securing  a  good  supply  of  it  for  convalescents  and  <lebil- 
itated  persons  generally.  They  also  tend  to  explain  the  weakly  con- 
dition of  the  children  In  the  crowded  parts  of  large  cities,  aa  well  as  to 
some  extent  the  languor  which  persons  not  unfrequently  feel  when  they 
exchange  a  country  for  a  city  life,  even  although  tbey  continue  to  take 
a<^ive  exercise. —  PJHtger's  Ardiio,  xi,  p.  a72. 
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M\it  ^m  (Bn%hnA  p^diral  iiasttt(. 

BOSTON,  SEPTEUBEB,  1876. 

NoTwiTnsTAVDiNO  the  maoy  Bcholarly,  eminent  mea  in  our  scbool 
at  th<!  present  timet  ^^  think  it  will  be  acceded  by  all  that  the  gce^ 
need  of  the  Homceopalhic  branch  or  ibe  profession  to-day  is  more 
thoroughly  educated,  scientific  men.  This  object  can  only  be  attained 
by  placing  men  in  the  field  who,  at  the  Uarl,  are  thoroughly  grounded 
in  the  principles  of  medicine,  —  not  alone  Homceopatbic  medicine,  but 
medicine  in  flill,  with  all  its  adjuncts  and  appurtenances.  Uowia  thii 
object  to  be  best  realized  ?  This  is  the  question  most  vital,  most  worthy 
tbe  attention  of  all  those  esnicstly  desirous  of  our  adrancement,  and 
leads  to  the  consideration^ of  tbe  question  of  medical  education,  or 
the  means  now  at  our  command  of  acquiring  medical  knowledge.  Is 
tbe  present  system,  as  taught  in  our  schools  and  colleges,  Ihe  bal,  and 
if  not,  bow  shall  it  be  bettered?  No  one,  we  think.  Is  egotistical 
enough  to  asBert  that  it  is  perfect,  notwithstanding  the  innovation 
everywhere  manifested  by  those  directing  the  studies  iu  our  schools; 
thus,  the  first  question  is  already  deci<led,  and  the  second  only  claims 
9ur  attention,  viz.  How  shall  it  be  bettered  7  In  two  ways,  we  woald 
reply :  first,  by  maturing  and  amplifying  the  good  in  our  present  sys- 
tem ;  second,  by  eradicating  the  evil. 

We  earnestly  advocate,  as  of  prime  necessity  and  importance,  an 
extension  of  the  time  of  study  compulsory  for  students ;  by  that  is 
meant  tbe  time  of  attendance  on  lectares,le8B  than  of  which  it  shoald  not 
be  possible  for  men  to  receive  a  diploma.  At  present,  In  most  of  our 
medical  colleges,  a  man  may  graduate  after  attendance  on  two  fall 
courses  of  lectures,  but  is  eameslly  recommended  to  take  three.  We 
would  oblige  tbem  to  take  three,  and  earnestly  recommend  four,  five. 
orif  possible,  six  years' study.  Oneof  our  leading  schools  has  a  corps 
of  twenty-four  professors  and  instructors,  vrith  a  conrse  comprising 
nearly  as  many  difibrent  subjects  of  study  exclusive  of  dissections  and 
clinical  investigation.  That  any  man  or  woman,  be  they  never  so  able, 
can  master  this  amount  of  labor  or  become  well  grounded  in  its  first 
principles  even,  in  the  short  space  of  three  years,  is,  perhaps,  probable ; 
that  be  can  do  so  in  two,  is  impossible.  But  it  may  be  urged  that  tbe 
object  of  tbe  instruction  is  only  to  instil  rudiments,  and  that  Airtber 
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iDVGstigatioD  and  stud;  nmst  come  afterwards.  True,  no  doubt,  to  a 
certaiD  extent ;  but  he  who  would  even  attempt  to  keep  pace  with  the 
giant-stride  or  inedicnl  progress  to-day  can  ill  afford  lime  to  make  up 
arrears  :  he  must  nheadi/  have  a  good  pracUcal  and  theureticat  knowl- 
edge when  he  first  finds  himself  fully  e.ilisted  in  the  ranks  of  the  pro- 
feaaion,  competing  with  hie  fellows  for  existence  and  professional 
standing.  Few,  it  is  true,  are  blessed  with  the  ability  to  become  a 
Bering,  a  Hughes,  a  Drysdale,  or  a  Dunham,  but  many  of  the  grado- 
ates  of  our  schools  could  take  a  far  higher  stnnd  in.  the  scientific 
world  did  they  receive  a  longer  and  more  thorough  course  preparatory 
to  practice.  The  Medical  Record,  of  March  18,  1876,  in  considering 
this  same  question,  strongly  advocates  a  longer,  more  stringent,  and 
more  exacting  course  of  study  in  American  Medical  colleges,  and  ear- 
neatly  endorses  the  project  of  obliging  students,  before  receiving  their 
diplomas,  to  undergo  a  rigid  examination  before  a  Board  of  Examiners 
outside  the  pale  of  tbe  college  which  they  may  have  attended.  If 
this  la  a  necessity  felt  by  the  old  school,  bow  much  more  of  a  neces- 
sity is  it  for  us  of  the  new  school  of  practice,  which,  far  more  than 
any  other,  requires  clear  and  acute  perception  and  logical  deduction 
and  reasoning.  We  had  almost  said  a  stupid  man  might  make  a  good 
allopath,  —  a  good  homoeopath,  never. 

Another  vital  point  in  this  question  is.  Whom  shall  we  admit  to  our 
colleges, —  all  who  happen  to  apply,  or  only  those  who,  by  a  suitable 
preliminary  course,  are  fitted  to  pursue  the  studies?  The  latter,  and 
the  latter  only.  Raise  the  standard  of  admittance  and  keep  raising  it, 
until  it  reaches  a  point  that  only  gifted  and  disciplined  men  and 
women  can  attain.  Medicine  should  be  a  post-graduate  study,  and 
only  those  should  gain  admittance  to  it  who  have  already  learned  how 
to  etndy,  and  who  come  in  order  to  study  the  science,  and  it  alone. 
It  may  he  objected  that  such  a  course  would  reduce  our  schools  and 
turn  many  away.  We  answer,  It  is  not  the  number  but  the  quality 
that  is  needful,  and  were  the  standard  higher,  more  gifted  men  and 
women  would  embrace  the  study. 

There  is  one  evil,  not  incorporated  into  but  associated  with  our 
schools,  which  is  most  pernicious  and  demands  immediate  remedy. 
It  is  the  permitting  students,  many  of  whom  have  attended  but  one 
coarse  of  study,  and  some  not  even  that,  to  practise  as  opportunity 
offers,  purelfi  upon  their  own  respottsibUity.  Under  suitable  supervia- 
ion,  this  is  most  beneficial :  without  such  guidance  it  is  most  suicidal, 
both  to  the  student  and  to  the  profession,  —  to  the  student,  because, 
viewing  the  various  phases  of  disease  without  a  sound  basis  upon 
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which  to  judge  and  act,  the  tendency  is  to  make  him  a  anporScial  ob- 
server, and  because  bis  chance  successes  pamper  bis  intellectual  vauity 
and  forbid  that  humbling  of  the  mind  before  the  great  Bbrioe  of 
knowledge  which  la  the  first  step  towards  true  advancement;  it  is 
suicidiil  to  the  profession,  becaoae  in  the  public  mind  all  its  members 
have  to  bear  the  blame  of  the  blunders,  failures,  and  accidents  of  these 
fledglings.  We  cannot  think  that  the  supervisors  of  our  schools  know- 
to  what  an  extent  this  pernicious  custom  is  prevalent,  and  earnestly 
bog  that  they  investigate  and  remedy  this  evil  without  loss  of  time. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Jacksontiixe,  Florida,  July  27, 1876, 
Editor  Gazeae,  —  In  reading  the  letter  on  Florida,  by  Dr.  Geo.  P. 
Foote,  in  the  July  number  of  the  Gazette,  I  was  struck  with  one  or 
two  statements,  which  it  may  not  be  amlsa  to  notice. 

Wliile  the  letter  ia  as  favorable  to  Florida  as  a  health  resort  as 
could  perhaps  be  written  by  one  on  a  flying,  visit  of  a  few  days,  it  is 
hardly  reusonuble  to  suppose  that  all  features  could  be  carefully  con- 
sidered. At  the  risk  of  being  classed  among  those  individuals  "  who 
write  for  the  purpose  of  sending  grist  lo  the  mill,"  I  will  venture  to 
say  something  on  this  subject. 

Tlie  doctor  lays  great  eraphasis  on  the  assertion  that  the  air  of 
Florida  is  loaded  with  malaria.  If  this  be  so,  it  must  be  of  an  ex- 
ceedingly harmless  character.  During  the  past  eight  months  I  have 
had  but  one  case  of  intermittent  fever,  and  tliat  was  of  long  standing, 
iVom  the  North.  This  spring  we  have  had  some  remittent  fever, 
hut  of  a  mild  type  and  yielding  readily  to  treatment.  Physiciana  of 
many  years'  practice  in  this  State,  particnlarly  remark  the  mild  char- 
acter of  malarial  fevers  (unless  dosed  to  death)  of  this  climate.  The 
statistics  of  the  office  of  Surgeon-General  Lawson,  of  the  regular 
army,  demonstrated  that  "  malarial  diseases  here  are  of  a  much  milder 
type  than  elsewhere."  The  death-rate  he  found  among  the  troops 
serving  in  the  Middle  United  States,  1  to  36  of  remittent  fever; 
Northern  United  States,  1  to  62;  Southern  United  States,  1  to  54; 
Texas,  1  to  78  ;  California,  1  to  122  ;  New  Mexico,  1  to  148  ;  Florida, 
1  to  287.  "The  average  annual  mortality  of  the  whole  peninsula," 
Surgeon -General  Lawson  "  found  to  be  2.06  against  3.05  in  othar  por- 
tions of  the  United  States."  Situated  as  Florida  is,  between  the  At- 
lantic Ocean  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  the  whole  State  is  swept  by  sea 
breezes  nhich  render  the  atmosphere  peculiarly  balmy  and  life-giving. 
As  an  instance  of  the  good  health  of  the  inhabitants,  1  may  mention 
the  fact  that  for  the  past  two  weeks  there  has  not  been  a  death  in  this 
city,  which  for  a  place  of  12,000  inhabitants  may  be  considered  ''  dis- 
tressingly healthy"  for  doctors.  During  that  time  the  mercury  has 
marked  over  90^  every  day.    During  the  year  1875  there  were  but  83 
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deaths  JD  this  city  among  the  rcsidenta,  and  the  majority  of  those  were 
amoDg  the  negrocB.  In  July,  1874,  there  were  only  3  deaths,  one  of 
which  was  from  accidental  shooting  and  one  from  old  age,  and  thia  in 
the  middle  of  summer.  In  September,  1875,  the  moDtli  of  all  others 
in  the  year  when  malarial  fevers  are  supposed  to  prevail,  there  were 
bnt  5  deaths,  and  two  of  these  were  from  drowning;  of  the  remalaing 
three,  one  was  at  the  age  of  62  years  and  another  68.  I  could  give 
many  more  items  which  might  be  interestiog,  but  at  the  expense  of 
unduly  increasing  the  length  of  this  article.  The  same  figures  would 
hold  good  for  the  greater  porUon  of  the  State.  My  esperience  has 
been  that  no  person  coming  to  Florida  either-  for  pleasure  or  health 
need  suffer  apprehension  on  account  of  malaria. 
Very  truly  yonrs, 

H.   E.   Stout. 


SOCIETIES  AND  INSTITUTIONS. 

%*  KeporU  oTbII  Honii»Dp 
DT  ipflidu  LutanM  to  the  pnl 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Hudson  River  Homneopnthic  Medical  Society, 
held  at  the  oQice  of  Dr.  Curpenter,  No.  1  Fifth  Street,  last  night,  the 
following  officers  were  elected ;  President,  Dr.  L.  B.  Waldo ;  Vice- 
Presideut,  Dr.  H.  M.  Paine;  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Dr.  II.  L. 
Waldo  ;  Censors,  Drs.  Cobum,  Carpenter,  and  Holmes.  Dr.  Coburu 
was  elected  delegate  to  the  American  Institute,  Dr.  Carpenter  to  the 
Northern  Medical  Society.  The  following  chairmen  of  committees 
were  appointed :  Dr.  Milhank,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Sur- 
gery; Dr.  Holmes,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Maieria  Medica; 
Dr.  Payne,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Climatal  Ague;  Dr.  L. 
B.  Waldo,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Gynecology' ;  Dr.  Carpen- 
ter, Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Obstetrics ;  Dr.  Vanderzee, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Contagious  Diseases ;  E>r.  U.  L. 
Waldo,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Diseases  of  Children;  Dr. 
Bendell,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  E3e  and  Ear;  Dr.  Coburn, 
Chairman  of  Committee  on  Clinical  Medicine.  Remarkable  cases  in 
obstetric  practice  were  related  and  discussed.  Fever  and  diphtheria 
were  discussed  at  length.  Dr.  Carpenter  reported  an  nnusual  case  of 
diphtheria  with  great  enlargement  of  the  thyvoid  gland  and  swelling 
of  the  neck  and  tongue.  Dr.  Coburn  exhibited  a  very  interesting  cnse 
of  skin  disease  which  had  been  before  the  society  before,  and  which 
was  now  very  much  improved.  Dr.  Paine  read  a  long  and  well  pre- 
pared report  on  prevailing  diseases  during  the  last  two  weeks,  in  con- 
nection witli  the  report  of  the  weather  as  taken  at  Dudley  Observatory 
by  the  Signal  Service  Department,  which  was  listeaed  to  with  great 
interest  and  which  called  out  a  warm  debate,  lasting  until  a  late  hour. 
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The  following  classification  of  diseases  was  adopted  to  be  reported  oq 
for  the  next  year. 

CoKTAUiOcs.  — Cerebrospinal  menengitis,  diphtheria,  measles, 
scarlet  fever,  sroall-pox,  typhus  fever,  typhoid  fever,  whooping  eonghl 

NoN-CoNTAGioPs  Respiiutory  Organs.  —  Acuto  catarrh,  infln- 
enza,  hay  fever,  sore  throat,  tonsillites,  laryngites,  traohites,  croup, 
bronchitis,  pneumonia,  pleurisy. 

Digestive  Organs. —  Cholera  infantum,  oholera  morbus,  diarrh<Ba, 
dysentery. 

Skin  Diseases.  —  Boils,  erysipelas,  nrticaria. 

Fevehs.  —  Bilious  fever,  remittent  fever,  intermittent  fever. 

Other  Diseases  — Rheumatism,  sciatica,  infiammation  of  brain, 
inflammatiou  of  liver,  inflammation  of  kidneys,  peritonitis,  hemorr- 
hage of  the  nose,  hemorrl)age  of  the  lungs,  hemorrhage  of  the  bowels, 
whitlow,  neuralgia  of  ihe  head,  neuralgia  of  the  face,  neuralgia  of  the 
cheet. 

The  society  adjourned  to  meet  at  the  office  of  Dr.  Coburn  the  first 
Tuesday  in  October. 

THE  ESSEX  COUNTTT  (MASS.)  HOMCEOPATHIC  MEDICAL 
SOCIETY. 

The  Essex  County  (Mass.)  Homceopathlc  Medical  Society,  with 
ladies,  invited  guests,  and  music,  celebrated  its  fourth  annual  "field 
day  "  at  Esses,  on  Monday,  July  17,  and  acconliiig  to  the  reports  re- 
ceived, must  have  had  a  very  enjoyable  day.  Walking  and  runnin!» 
matches,  boat  races,  and  other  sports,  dancing,  eating  and  drinking, 
and  speecii- making  filled  up  the  bill.  Dr.  A.  J.  French,  of  Lawrence, 
Pi'csidcnt  of  th<!  Society.  ma<le  an  admirable  address  ;  and  in  response 
to  toasts  given  by  to  >st-mastcr,  N.  R.  Morse,  of  Salem,  several 
excellent  speeches  were'maile.  Drs.  Hughes,  Uayward,  and  Clidon, 
of  England,  were  present  by  invitation,  and  seem  to  have  enjoyed 
the  occasion  greatly.  Dr.  Hughes,  in  response  to  a  toast  to  England, 
made  a  speech,  of  which  the  following  is  an  abstract :  — 

"  Since  we  came  over  here  we  have  several  times  said  jokingly  to 
euch  other  that  we  have  received  a  warm  welcome  in  this  couniry. 
There  is  warmth  in  the  external  temperature,  and  equally  as  much  in 
the  interniil  temperature  of  your  hearts.  I  feel  quite  sure  that  the  wel- 
come has  been  so  coniially  extended  largely  becsase  we  came  from 
England,  your  own  mother  country.  We  are  not  foreigners  ;  we  are 
your  brothers.'  Yuu  left  us  to  settle  here,  to  make  your  homes  in  this 
new  land ;  wo  came  to  visit  you,  and  from  none  have  had  a  warmer 
welcome  than  fr()m  you  nil  to-day.  I  have  listened  with  great  pleas- 
ui'e  to  the  address  and  to  the  poem.  The  good  time  written  of  in 
the  latter  is  what  wc  all  anticipate  and  what  we  believe  will  come." 
He  thc^n  spoke  of  liis  inspection  of  the  colle;ie  and  ho'jpital  in  Boston, 
the  former  promising  to  become  the  leoiling  college  in  America. 
"  Homceopathy  here  is  a  marvel  to  us.  TUere  are  only  as  many 
practitioners  in  all  England  as  in  New  York  and  Brooklyn  alone, — 
four  or  five  hundred,— and  I  go  back  with  the  brightest  hopes  for  Homoe- 
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opatliy.     He  closed  by  sayiog  that  the  two  grandest  things  he  had 
seen  in  America  were  Niagara  and  HumcEopatUy. 

Dr.  John  W.  Hayward,  of  Liverpool,  in  response  to  a  toaet  to  that 
city,  aaid:  — 

"  Dr.  Hughea  boa  meDtioued  two  grand  things  he  has  aeen  in  this 
country,  Niagara  and  Homceopathy ;  let  me  add  a  third, —  the  warm 
hearts  of  the  American  people.  You  have  heanl  of  Dr.  Drysdale,  of 
Liverpool,  and  it  is  a  source  of  pleasure  to  me  that  lean  take  to  him  the 
Assurance  that  will  be  a  comfort  to  him,  that  Homceopathy  is  a  grand 
thing  in  America ;  that  I  can  carry  with  me  the  evidence  of  the  warm 
hearts  here,  and  many  names  to  aid  him  in  his  great  woi'k.  My  treat- 
ment here  baa  made  a  great  impression  on  my  heart,  and  I  would  like 
to  see  you  all  in  England ;  not  in  Liverpool,  perhaps,  for  that  would 
not  hold  you  ail,  but  in  London."  He  cloa^  with  a  tribute  to  the 
ladies,  especially  lady  physicians. 

Dr.  Arthur  Clifton,  of  Northampton,  on  being  called  upon  to  re- 
spond to  a  sentiment,  said:  ''We  are  often  asked  what  we  think  of 
America,  and  we  see  things  differently.  For  myself,  I  drew  in  Puri- 
tanism trom  my  mother's  breast,  and  I  grew  up  a  Puritan,  with  al-  ■ 
ways  great  interest  in  America ;  and  as  in  my  youth  1  read  the  early 
history  of  the  colonies,  of  those  noble  men  and  women  who  risked 
all  perils  and  came  here  for  freedom  to  worship  God,  I  felt  a  desire 
to  see  for  myself  the  descendants  of  those  brave  and  true  ones.  So 
when  Drs.  Talbot  and  Ludlam  invited  us  to  come  over  and  see  yon, 
notwithstanding  my  natural  timidity,  I  decided  to  come ;  and  when 
I  beard  that  Drs.  Hughes  and  Hayward  were  coming  to  take  care  of 
me  in  case  I  bad  catarrh,  I  came  with  Joy.  I  had  heard  wonderfiil 
tales  of  thia  country,  but  had  never  realized  half  what  it  really  is. 
A  day  at  Niagara  did  not  satisfy  me.  I  saw  it  by  moonlight,  and  in 
tbe  glow  of  evening  sunset;" — here  he  gave  aa  eloquent  tribute  to 
the  marvellous  beauties  of  tbe  Fulls,  which  it  was  as  impossible  to 
catch,  as  one  of  the  rainbow  hues  he  described ; — "  and  the  memory  of 
its  wonders  and  beamy  will  last  roe  until  my  dying  day.  To  Niagara, 
Homsopathv.  and  tbe  warm  hearts,  I  would  add  tbe  women  of  thia 
country."  In  closing  he  gave  an  invitation  to  the  company  to  attend 
their  convention  five  years  hence,  and  expressed  the  hope  that  when 
our  labors  ou^earth  are  finished  we  may  each  receive  the  welcome 
"  Well  done,  good  aud  faithful  servant." 

HOMCEOPATHIC  MEDICAL  SOCIETY  OF  THE  STATE  OF 
NEW  YORK. 

The  twenty-Qfth  semi-annual  meeting  will  be  held  in  Buffalo  on 
Tuesday,  Oct.  10,  1876. 

A  most  interesting  meeting  may  be  expected,  as  valuable  profea- 
sional  papers  will  be  presented. 

Delegates  from  other  societiea  are  earnestly  and  cordially  invited 
to  be  present.  Alfked  K.  Uili3,  M.D.,  .J2ec.  Secretary. 

Vol.  II,  N.  S.  Transactions,  is  now  ready  for  delivery,  and  will  be 
sent  postpaid  upon  receipt  of  (2.00,  by  Messrs.  Weed,  Parsons,  &  Co. , 
Albany. 
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REVIEWS  AND  NOTICES  OF  BOOKS. 


BOOKS   AND  PAMPHLETS   EECEIVED. 

CiCLOPiDiA  OF  Pdre  MATERIA  Medica,  A  Eecorf  of  tbe  Positive 
EfTectB  of  Dnigs  upon  the  Healthy  Human  Organism.  Edited  by 
Timothy  F.  Allen,  M.D.    Vol.  IV.     Boerldte^  and  Tafol. 

Tbansactions  of  the  TwEHTT-Eiotrra  Skssioh  of  tbb  Ahebicak 
Institute  of  Hoikeopatht.  Held  at  Put-in-Bay,  O.,  June  15,  16, 
17,  and  18,1876. 

Die  HosKEopATniE.  Ein  Vortraw  iiber  das  Weaen  der  Homceopathi- 
Bchen  Deilmethode,  nebst  eniigen  Worten  der  Belebrung  iiber  die 
horn,  dial,  und  einem  Berricbt  iil>er  die  hom.  Heilaustalt  zu  Eoettaen. 
Von  Dr.  Med.  F.  Katach.     Eoethen :  J.  A.  Elvers. 

*  The  HoutBOPATRic  News.  A  monthly  Journal  pabMshed  under  the 
auspices  of  tbe  Kansas  City  Homoeopathic  Pbarmaoy.  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 

Annual  Report  of  the  State  Hohisopathic  Astluk  fob  thb 
Insane  at  Middletovtn,  N.  Y.    January,  1876. 

Micro- Photographs  in  Histology,  Normal  and  Patholooical. 
By  Carl  ISeiler,  M.D.,  in  conjunction  with  J.  Gibbous  Hunt,  M.D., 
and  Joseph  G.  Richardson,  U.D.  Philadelphia :  Jos.  N.  Coatea 
iCo. 

Calendar  of  the  UNiTERsirr  of  Uichioan,  fob  1875-6. 


REGISTRATION    OF    PREVAILING    DISEASES   FOB    THE 
WEEK  ENDING  JULY  15, 1876. 


Observations  taken  at  the  Dddlet  Observatory. —  Twenty-one 
observaiions ;  three  daily,  8  a.  m.,  5  and  It  p.  m.,  by  tbe  Signal  Ser- 
vice Department. 

Brtromaer— Highest,  30,014;  lowest, '29,778 ;  mean,  29,913. 

Thermometer  —  lligliest,  93  ;  loweat,  65  ;  mean,  78.7. 

Selalice  HHmiflUs-~MAT\mum,90;  minimum,  38;  mean,  69.5. 

Direction  oftlie  Wind  —  Calm,  10;  south,  4;  northwest,  3 ;  west, 
2;  north,  1;  none,  1-21. 

VelficUs  <jf  ike  Wind  —  Scale,  0  to  H  0 ;  none,  11 ;  twice,  1 ;  once, 
2  ;  three  times,  3  ;  once,  i  ;  twice,  8  ;  once,  12-21. 

State  of  the  IFeat/icr  —  Clear,  3;  fair,  11;  cloudy,  2;  hazy,  1; 
rain,  1-21. 

Jiaihfall—  2.64  inches. 
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PREVAILING    DISEASES. 

I. —  Air  Pataaget, 

Brondiitin  —  Few  ,mild  cases  in  Albany  and  Colnmbia  Countids ; 
many  severe  cases  are  reported  in  Wushington  County. 

Diphtheria —  Few  mild  cases  ia  Albany,  Greene,  and  Colmubia  Coan- 
ties;  a  few  severe  cases  ia  Saratoga  and  Washtngton  Coanttes. 

Inflitema  —  Few  mild  cases  in  Albany,  Columbia,  and  Wasbingtoti 
Counties;  a  few  severe  oases  in  Greene  County. 

Pneumonia  —  Few  mild  cases  in  Albany  and  Columbia  Conatles ;  a 
few  severe  cases  in  Gfeene  County. 

Qiiin^ej;  —  Few  mild  casesin  Warren  County. 

Whacking  Cough  —  Many  mild  cases  in  Albany  County  (reported 
by  one  observer  only) ;  few  mild  cases  in  Saratoga  County ;  few  severe 
cases  in  Columbia  County. 

II. —  Digestive  Organa^ 

Cholera  Lifanttim,  —  Few  mild  coses  in  Albany,  Greene,  Colnmbia, 
anil  Warren  Countifs  ;  many  raild  cases  in  Wasbington  County  ;  few 
severe  cases  in  Columbia  and  Washington  Counties;  many  severe 
cases  in  Greene  and  Warren  Counties. 

Cholera  Morbus —  Few  mild  case-i  in  Albany,  Saratoga,  Columbia, 
Washington,  and  Warren  Counties;  a  few  severe  cases  in  Greene 
County. 

Diarrhixa  —  Few'  mild  cases  in  Albany,  Saratoga,  Columbia,  and 
Warren  Coimtiea;  many  mild  cases  in  Albany,  Greene,  and  Wasbiag- 
ton  Counties;  many  severe  cases  in  Schobarie,  Columbia,  Washington, 
and  Warren  Couniies. 

Dysentery  —  Few  mild  cases  in  Albany,  Saratoga,  Greene,  Colom- 
bia, Washington,  and  Warren  Counties ;  many  mild  cases  in  Washing- 
ton Coanty ;  few  severe  cases  in  Albany  and  Columbia  Counties. 

III.  —  Feverg. 

BUtnus  Fever  —  Bfany  mild  cases  in  Washington  Coanty. 

ifcarfat  Feeer  —  Few  mild  cases  in  Warren  County. 

Tgpkoid  Feeer  —  Few  mtld  cases  in  Columbia  and  Washington 
Countleu. 

IV.  —  General  Diseases. 

Rkeumalisra  —  Few  mild  cases  in  Albany,  Columbia,  and  Saratoga 
Counties ;  few  severe  cases  in  Albany  and  Washington  Counties. 

IV.  —  Skin  Disease*. 
Roseola —  Few  mild  cases  in  Colnmbia  County ;  many  severe  cases 
In  Albany  County. 

SDUMABI. 

The  special  peculiarities  of  the  atmosphere  daring  the  week  were, 
same  aa  the  previous  week,  (1)  a  high  degree  of  temperature;  (2) 
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great  dryneBS  of  the  atmoaphere,  Ttotwithatanding  a  fall  of  Are  times 
as  much  raia  as  during  tLe  previous  week  ;  (3)  very  slight  movement 
of  the  wind;  (4)  a  fall  of  rather  above  the  average  amount  of  raia. 

During  this  atmospheric  condition,  coses  of  diseases  of  the  air-pns- 
BSges  have  diminished  in  numhers  and  intensity.  The  only  new  dis- 
ease of  this  class  reported  is  qninsey,  a  few  mild  cases  having  been 
observed  in  Warren  County. 

Diseases  of  the  digestive  organs  have  slightly  increased  in  numbers 
and  severity. 

Extract  from  the  proceedings  of  the  County  Medical  Society :  — 

"  Dr.  Waldo  spoke  of  the  importance  of  establishing  a  system  of 
recording  and  publicly  announcing  the  presence  and  location  of  sev- 
eral of  the  more  frequent  acute  diseases.  He  said, '  It  is  well  known 
tlint  a  thorough  3yst«m  of  meteorohgical  observations  is  established 
throughout  the  entire  country,  and  carried  on  by  the  Signal  Service 
Bureau  at  Washington,  Atmospheric  changes  taking  place  in  all  parts 
of  the  country  are  clearly  indicated  by  this  organization  with  remark- 
able foresight.  It  is  also  well  known  that  many  of  the  more  violent 
and  fatal  diseases  prevailing  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year  appear  in 
connection  wilb,if  not  as  a  direct  result  of,  certain  peculiar  conditions 
of  the  atmosphere.  It  follows  that  the  announcement  of  the  preva- 
lence of  the  more  fVeqnent  acute  and  epidemic  diseases  throughout  the 
country  would  prove  of  verj-  great  advantage.  (1.)  By  promptly 
furnishing  reliable  information  concerning  the  presence  and  extent  of 
epidemic  zymotic  diseases,  giving  timely  warning  of  their  approach, 
thereby  alluying  needless  alarm,  and  enabling  those  who  may  be  pecu- 
liarly susceptible  to  avoid  unnecessary  exposure.  (2.)  By  affording 
opportunity  to  those  who  make  these  diseases  a  special  study,  the 
better  to  determine  their  causes  and  the  laws  which  govern  tbem,  to 
more  accuralely  announce  their  probable  approach,  duration,  and 
intensity,  and  furnish  information'  regarding  precautionary  measures 
to  be  adopted  for  escaping  their  influence.' " 


The  New  Yobk  OpHTeujcic  Hobfttal  tor  Ete  asd  Eab,  corner 
Sd  Avenue  and  23d  Street.  Report  for  the  month  ending  Aug.  31, 
1876:  Number  of  prescriptions,  2,458;  number  of  new  patients, 
S51 ;  number  of  patients  resident  in  the  hospital,  22 ;  average  daily 
attendance,  91 ;  largest  daily  attendance,  1.^4. 

ALFRED   WANSTALL,  M.D., 

Hesideni  Svrgeon. 

HOMCEOPATHIC  MEDICAL  DISPENSARY,  BOSTON. 

Report  of  patients  treated  during  tbe  quarter  ending  June  80, 
1876:  — 

Central  Dispensary,  14  Burroughs  Place,  new  patients,  426  ;  pre- 
scriptions, l,3u3 ;  out  patients,  71 ;  prescriptions,  .tUI.  West  End 
Branch,  61   Leverett  Street,  new  patients,  810;    prescriptions,  801. 
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College  Branch,  Eaet  Concord  Street,  Medical  Department,  new 
patients,  679;  prescriptions,  1,818;  burgicni  Department,  new 
patients,  24 ;  prescriptions,  45 ;  Eye  and  Ear  Department,  new 
patients,  90;  preecripttous,  216;  Dental  Department,  new  patients, 
57;  prescriptions,  92;  out  patients,  42 ;  prescriptions,  208.  Total, 
new  patients,  1 ,699 ;  prescriptions,  4,814. 

H.  C.  Clafp,  M.D.,  Supt. 


ITEMS  AND  EXTRACTS. 


Th  the  flftli  volume  of  the  We»t  Riding  Lunatic  Asylum  MediMil 
Reports  I  poblished  a  series  of  obversations  on  the  physiological 
actions  of  the  acitive  principle  of  hyoi^cyamus.  The  effect  on  man  of 
the  administration  of  Rufflcient  quantites  of  the  druft  was  shown  to  be 
the  production  of  a  snhdued  form  of  mania,  accompanied  by  almost 
complete  paralysis  of  the  voluntary  muscles,  and  endinft  in  qniet  and 
refresliing  sleep.  Tlie  consirie)  alion  of  the  character  of  the  phenomena 
produced  led  U>  the  hypothesis  that,  therapeutically,  hyosiyaminti  might 
be  useful  in  substituting  for  the  extreme  forms  of  excit«mpnt  which 
accompany  or  result  from  many  brain  diseases,  a  quieter  form  of 
mania,  which,  on  disappearing  in  its  turn,  might  leave  the  patient  in 
a  state  of  quiescence.  I  have  now  had  frequent  opportunities  of  act- 
ing upon  this  h}'pothesia,  and  am  confident  that  the  record  of  cases, 
which  I  propose  at  present  to  submit,  will  nfiford  strong  evidence  in  its 
favor. 

At  present  I  shall  conflne  myself  to  the  statement  of  the  efkat  pro- 
duced by  the  drug  in  the  treatment  of  recurrent,  acute  and  sub-acute 
mania,  monomania  of  eospicion.  and  the  excitement  of  senile  demeo- 
tia.  Betting  aside  till  a  future  period  the  results  of  observations  on  the 
nse  of  A^^c^'tmtne  in  the  epileptic  status,  the  excitement  of  general 
paralysis,  and  other  forms  of  cerebral  disease. 

First,  in  illustration  of  the  treatment  recurrent  mania,  I  shall  quote  a 
typical  cose.  J.  B.,  a  male  patient,  aged  50,  was  admitted  4th  October, 
1674.  This  was  tlie  patient's  third  attack,  and  he  was  admitted  on 
transfer  fh>m  a  private  asj'lum  where  he  hail  been  for  two  years. 
During  the  two  previous  attacks  lie  was  under  treatment  at  the  West 
Riding  Asylum  for  four  and  six  months  respectively.  At  the  com- 
mencement of  the  first  attack  he  aUempted  to  shear  off  his  genitals, 
and  when  admitted  tlie  cicalnx  was  fresh  and  raw.  Hie  excitement 
was  extreme,  and  notwithstanding  ihe  vigilance  of  a  special  attend- 
ant, be  succeeded  in  drawing  his  rigiit  testicle  from  the  scrotum.  Tt 
was  repl:iced,  however,  and  tiie  wound  healed  readily  under  antiseptic 
treatment,  without  having  produced  any  bad  coiistitutioniil  effects. 
Previous  to  this  second  attempt  at  mutilation  be  had  been  ordered  to 
have  half  a  grain  of  hydrochlortite  of  M'lrphia  every  four  hours.  The 
effect  was  good,  but  fur  some  time  the  patient  connnucd  more  or  less 
excited,  and  made  numerous  attempts  at  self-mutilation.  In  thri'e 
days  the  medicine  wua  discontinued,  and  about  a  fortnight  afterwards 
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he  became  mnch  better  and  made  a  rapid  recovery.  The  secoDd  at- 
tack was  of  B  ei  mi  I  ar  character. 

When,  after  tvo  years'  treatment  elsewhere,  he  was  admitted  the 
third  time,  be  was  exceedingly  excited.  His  actions  were  grotesque 
and  liis  language  obscene  and  incoherent.  His  words  were  muttered 
through  his  tteih,  were  accompanied  by  a  leering;  look,  and  followed 
by  an  apparently  voluntary  twitching  of  the  whole  i>f  the  nmscles  of 
the  face.  He  had  no  marked  delusions,  but  was  quite  incapable  of 
giving  a  rational  answer  to  any  question,  though  he  appeared  to  un- 
derstand  clearly  what  was  said  to  him.  If  he  commei)Ced  to  answer, 
his  remarks  were  quickly  interrupted  by  the  comical  inlroduction  of 
some  oliscene  observation  at  whit-li  he  hirasslf  laughed  heartily.  He 
remaineil  in  this  condition  for  about  a  mouth.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  be  had  one  and  half  grains  of  Hyoscyamine.  The  time  of  admin- 
iatration  was  3.6S  p.  u.  The  pupils  at  that  time  were  one  eighth 
inch  in  diameter  and  the  pulse  87.  At  i  p.  m.  he  was  sti'l  talking 
incoherently  and  incessantly,  but  the  pupiia  had  become  somewhat 
dilated.  He  was  constantly  winking,  making  grotesque  movements, 
and  directing  passes  over  the  medical  officer  "  te  put  things  straight 
in  him."  At  4.15  the  pulse  was  reduced  to  72.  He  could  read  as  well 
as  l>efore,  and  his  moiiou  was  unimpaired,  but  he  was  not  so  talka- 
tive. At  4.20  he  commenced  to  ruh  his  e3-es,  as  if  they  were  the  seat 
of  some  sensation  ;  and  when  asked  to  read  and  write,  penned  some 
ribald  verses,  which  were  apparently  original.  The  pulse  was  now 
88,  and  the  pupils  fully  dilated.  He  could  not  read,  on  account 
of  the  development  of  hypermetropia.  When  attempting  to  walk  he 
St^gered  as  if  drunk.  At  4.30  the  pulse  was  106.  He  was  very 
qniet,  and  did  not  speak  unless  to  mutter  an  occasional  piece  of 
obscenity.  He  was  now  almost  completely  affected  constitutionally. 
The  tongue  was  dry,  and  had  a  triangular-shaped  red  band  down  the 
middle,  and  white  edges.  When  asked  to  put  his  tengue  out  he  did 
to,  but  fell  fast  sleep  without  retracting  it.  When  awakened  and 
requested  te  pick  his  cap  off  the  floor  he  endeavored  to  do  so,  bu| 
graaped  at  the  floor  on  the  proximal  side  of  it.  At  4.47  the  pulse  was 
144,  weak,  but  regular.  He  was  very  drowsy,  slept  heavily,  and  when 
wakened  immediately  went  to  sleep  again  after  the  irritation  had  been 
removed.  He  never  spoke  unless  when  spoken  to,  and  so  indistinctly 
as  not  te  be  understood.  At  4^50  be  was  sleeping  soundly,  unless 
when  loss  of  balance  on  his  chair  wakened  him.  He  made  uncertain 
movemeute  with  his  hands,  like  the  pickings  manifested  in  low  fever 
delirium.  At  tiiis  period  he  was  sent  to  bed.  At  5.S0  his  pulse  was 
114,  and  he  was  fast  asleep,  liis  skin  being  dry  and  pupils  fully 
dilated.     The  respirations  were  18,  heavy  and  snoring. 

At  midnight  the  pulse  was  87,  and  he  had  teken  food. 

Next  morning  he  was  very  subdued,  and  did  not  manifest  the  same 
amount  of  buffoonery.  When  asked  how  he  was,  lie  answered  that  he 
bad  met  several  friends  (two  other  patients  treated  at  the  same  time) 
yesterday,  and  that  they  had  iudulgcil  in  a  social  glass  of  physic, 
which  be  believed  had  done  him  a  deal  of  good.  His  recovery  pro- 
gressed daily  fh>m  this  time.     He  soon  came  to  occupy  himself  in  the 


.yLlOO^IC 


1876.]  ITEUS   AND   EXTRACTS.  421 

store,  sboweil  a  reserve  which  contrasted  strongly  with  his  previoas 
vagaries,  and  after  u  period  of  complete  saniiy  was  discharged  from 
the  Asylum,  Jan.  27,  1876.  Only  one  dose  of  hyosc'iamine  had 
been  administered.  He  bad  no  other  medicine  whatever ;  the  attack 
bad  lasted  two  years  before  the  admiuiatraiion  of  the  drug,  and  cod- 
vnlcncence  was  traceable  to  the  day  after  the  cstabliabment  of  the 
physiological  action  of  the  medicine. 

The  record  of  another  ease  of  recurrent  mania  may  be  sufficient  to 
establish  the  value  of  the  drug  in  sucb  vases.  J.  H.  P.,  male  patient, 
aged  41.  was  readmitted  ,i9th  Ducember,  1875.  This  was  his 
third  attack.  The  first  hud  occurred  several  years  before,  and  had 
been  characterized  by  delusions,  halluai  nations,  and  excitement.  For 
the  second  seizure  he  was  brougbt  to  this  Asylum  in  March,  1S75. 
Afler  the  removal  of  the  escttement  which  characterized  the  second 
attack,  he  was  detained  for  a  considerable  time.  Notwithstanding 
tbia  precaution,  no  sooner  was  be  discharged  than  symptoms  of 
mania  again  set  in.  Almost  daily  he  made  road  journeys  to  the 
Asylum,  inquired  in  an  excited  manner  after  his  associates,  and  made 
irrational  suggestions  regarding  the  management  of  the  labor  of  the 
institution.  After  an  absence  of  about  sis  weeks  he  was  again  certi- 
fied and  brought  bikck  in  a  slate  of  intense  excitement.  He  was  in  a 
condition  of  furious  mania,  giving  vent  to  delusions  of  a  somewhat 
optimislic  character  ;  smashing  shutters  an.l  bed-stocks,  refusing  fond 
and  threatening  violence  to  ail  around  him.  One  grain  of  Byoscya- 
mine  was  administered  after  he  hod  parsed  a  sleepless  night  and  per- 
sistently refused  food.  After  tlie  ail  ministration  of  the  drug  he  slept 
souudly  for  about  twelve  hoars,  and  on  wakening  took  a  good  break- 
fast  and  was  free  from  every  trace  of  excitement.  He  threw  aside  his 
delusions  and  employed  himself  usefully.  The  quiescence  continued 
till,  alter  the  expiry  of  a  month  from  tlie  date  of  his  admission,  his 
wife  came  to  see  him.  The  visit  produced  an  outburst  more  severe 
even  than  the  first.  Eyosct/nmine  was  tried,  but  with  little  effect. 
This  result,  however,  was  explicable  by  the  discovery  that  the  Hyo»- 
egamhte  employed  had  been  kept  for  some  time  over  a  stove  in  an 
imperfectly  stoppered  bottle.  When  a  new  bottle  of  Mirk's  alkaloid 
was  opened  and  dispensed,  one  grain  produced  the  same  effect  aa 
before,  and  in  a  very  short  time  the  piticnt  was  again  restored  to,  and 
still  retains,  the  proper  use  of  his  reason.* 

One  thing  must  be  observed  as  char:ictenstic  of  the  use  of  ITyoxy- 
amtne,  that  is,  the  potency  and  permanency  of  the  action  of  individual 
doses.  In  these  respects  I  do  not  think  it  is  equalled  by  any  other 
drug.  In  about  filteen  minutes  the  modt  violent  and  excited  patient 
can  be  tlirown  into  a  comparatively  deep  sleep  by  about  one  grain  of 
the  amorijhous  alkaloid,  and  on  wakening  from  his  slumber  almost 
invaribly  tVees  himself  also  from  tlie  dslusions  and  hallucinations 
which  have  bewildered  bim ;  and  I  can  adduce  numerous  instances  ia 

•  Since  this  report  was  written  —  a'jont  a  month  ago  —  the  patient  has  re- 
mslneil  perFectlj  rational  and  anbdned,  and  a  few  days  ago  was  discharged 
racovered> 


.yLiOO^Ie 


422  TnE  SEvr  enqlu<d  hbdioal  gazette.  [Sept. 

wbiiih  this  recovery,  rapid  as  it  lias  beea  in  itn  accession,  has  also 
been  thorough  auil  enduving. 

Tliei'e  is  une  class  of  cases  of  mania  in  which  Hyoacyamlne  is  par- 
ticular!} uselul.  In  the  refractory  wards  of  an  asvlum  outburstH  of 
excitement  ai'e  constantly  manifested  wiiicli  present  more  of  the  fea- 
turea  of  voluntary  abamionmetit  to  angry  passions  than  of  pure  insan- 
ity. Such  patients  are  veiy  aggressive,  very  lond  in  their  denuncia- 
tions, and  very  destructive  of  clothes  and  furniture.  To  such  a 
patient  a  giain  do^e  of  Hyoscyamine  is  a  very  ready  and  serviceable 
means  of  treatment.  The  violence  and  the  alarming  manifestations 
of  muscular  force  which  precede  the  administratioQ  of  ike  medicine 
Stand  in  very  strong  contrast  with  the  helplessness,  the  ahsolute  and 
conscious  impotence,  which  follow  shortly  upon  its  exhibition.  The 
vigorous  rupture  of  rugs  is  succeeded  by  involuntary  pickinga  of  a 
superlatively  feeble  character ;  the  mind  directed  from  the  stimulation 
of  surrounding  excitants,  is  fooled  by  delusions  and  hallucinations 
which  the  limbs  arc  too  weak  to  tafie  action  on,  and  a  period  of  obliv- 
ious steep  is  tbllowed  by  a  tendency  not  to  waste  energy  to  the  annoy- 
ance of  others,  but  to  court  the  most  absolute  retirement  and  inaction. 
The  sensations  produced  by  the  immediate  action  and  after  elTi-cts  of 
Ibe  drug  are  such  as  to  lead  the  recalcilrani  lunatic  to  exercise  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  eelf-control  in  order  to  avoid  the  employment  of  what 
tuch  patients  speak  of  as  "  the  eiliy  medicine."  Many  circumstances 
render  such  caites  the  most  suitable  ones  for  the  n^e  of  the  drug, 
bucb  patients  are  usually  in  robu»t  health,  have  been  eating  veil,  and 
are  not  likely  to  suffer  mucti  from  a  temporary  derangement  of  diges- 
tion, and  none  feel  more  keenly  the  inconvenience  of  being  reduced 
to  a  state  of  helplessness.  With  patients  suffering  fVom  acute  or 
furious  mania,  however,  the  case  is  dilfereni.  These  not  unfiequently 
are,  when  admitted,  reduced  to  the  last  degree  by  the  prolongation 
of  extreme  excitement,  the  loss  of  sleep,  and  the  refusal  of  food. 
Their  tongues  and  throiits  are  generally  dry,  and  the  tube  almost 
always  requires  to  be  resorted  to  for  feeding  purposes.  Now,  in  sucb 
cases,  though  Hyottcijaniine  will  produce  a  most  certain  and  refreshiug 
sleep,  it  will  also  by  its  physiological  action  incr-ase  the  dryoesi  of 
the  throat,  and  thus  boUi  impede  artiticial  feeding,  and  add  \x>  the 
constitutional  disturbance  which  even  in  a  moist  state  of  the  throat, 
the  passing  of  the  tube  is  apt  to  induce.  But  I  could  adduce  numer- 
ous instances  iu  which  the  use  of  Hyoscyami'ie  in  outbursts  of  mani- 
acal excitement  has  been  productive,  not  only  of  great  temporary 
benefit,  but  of  highly  satisfactory  cures.  A  few  illustrative  cases 
will  be 'sufficient  to  conBrm  this  statement. 

S.  J.,  male  patient,  aged  25,  was  admitted  on  the  Stst  of  August, 
ie7d.  He  was  certified  as  being  subject  to  attacks  of  maniacal 
excitement  and  irritability,  in  which  he  violently  assaulted  those 
about  him  and  appeared  to  lose  all  control  over  his  actions.  He  had 
been  discharged  from  the  army  as  incorrigible,  and  when  brought  to 
the  Asylum  had  just  completed  a  term  of  two  months'  imprisonment 
for  an  aggravated  assault.  Whde  in  prison  he  made  repeated  assaults 
on  the  warders,  who  acoused  him  of  acting  the  "  balmy  atick,"  or,  in 
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plain  English,  feigning  madness.  When  examined  on  admission  he 
was  rational,  but  vorj'  lalkativo,  and  occasionally  pugnacious.  He 
afBrmed  that  his  principle  was  to  "  act  in  Kome  aa  the  Uomans  do," 
and  adapt  himself  to  all  claasea  of  society.  On  Oct.  Sth  he  bad  a 
severe  attack  of  excitement,  smashed  an  iron  ventilator,  and  attempted 
1o  perpetrate  a  violeDt  assault  on  an  attendant.  He  was  ordered : 
PoC.  Bnimid.  3iv,  tiiuA.  catmab.  Ind.  %i.,  aq.  ad.  Jviij.  Sig.  Ji.  ter  in 
die.  Tills  treatment  was  continued  for  ten  days,  bat  his  excitement 
remained  unabated.  On  the  17th  he  bad  grains  one  and  one  lialf  of 
hgoacyamine.  All  the  day  he  was  prostrate  with  the  drug,  and  when 
the  immediate  effects  had  passed  off  was  very  much  subdued.  Dur-  ~ 
ing  the  next  month,  however,  he  had  Dumerous  outbursts  of  temper, 
and  though  he  was  a  young  fellow,  of  slender  butld,  was  continually 
threatening  and  challenging  much  more  formidable  and  equally  pugna- 
ctoas  men.  Medicine,  according  to  the  formula  already  mentioned,  and 
also  Digitalis  and  Opium,  were  administered  to  him  without  effect,  and 
on  the  21st  December  he  again  bad  one  grain  of  hyoscuamine.  The 
usual  primary  effects  of  sleep,  motor  paralysis,  and  prostration  were 
manifested  in  about  ten  minutes ;  buttlie  after  effects  were  much  more 
enduring  than  on  the  previous  occasion.  Id  abnut  a  week  he  owned 
bimsell' overcome  by  the  "silly  medicine,"  and  went  to  work  in  the 
tailor's  shop.  There  he  employed  himself  with  great  industry.  His 
reserved  manner  and  great  self-eohtrol  contrasted  strongly  with  bfs 
former  aggressive  impulsiveness,  and  after  serving  a  satisfactory  period 
of  probation  he  was  discharged  recovered  on  the  12th  day  of  January, 
1876. 

In  epileptic  excitement  also  the  drug  is  productive  of  marked 
benefit. 

E.  H.,  male  patient,  aged  SO,  epileptic  from  birth,  suicidal,  d»- 
stmctive,  and  exceedingly  dangerous,  was  admittel  on  the  17th  Sep- 
tember, 1875. '  When  received  into  the  Asylum  he  was  laboring  under 
stapor  resulting  from  a  succenaioD  of  fits.  Subsequently  be  emerge. 1 
from  this  stupor,  and  his  coudition  with  r^ard  to  dementia,  and  his 
appearance  and  manner  were  found  to  be  in  all  respects  those  of  a 
confirmed  epileptic.  Seven  days  after  admission  be  had  a  severe 
attack  of  excitement,  in  which  he  made  a  f\irious  onslaught  on  several 
attendants.  He  was  ordered  half-drachm  doses  of  brumidu  of  Pota»- 
aium  in  combination  with  three-dracbm  doses  of  liquid  extract  of 
Ergot.  This  mixture  was  administered  for  nearly  a  month,  but  dur- 
lag  that  time  violent  excitement  was  aim  ist  constantly  manifested  by 
him.  He  had  grains  one  and  a  half  of  HyoKi/nmine,  and  after  a  refresh- 
ing sleep  began  to  take  the  food  whicii  during  bis  excitement  bad  to 
be  administered  forcibly.  The  bromide  and  Erg-jt  mixture  was  dis- 
continued. For  a  month  he  was  comparatively  quiet,  but  on  Decem- 
ber 27th  he  again  became  very  violent.  During  the  night  he  wrenched 
a  fixed  bedstock  from  the  floor  of  one  of  the  strongest  rooms  in  the 
Asylum,  and  barricaded  himself  in  such  a  manner  that  f  >tir  men  were 
unable  to  obtain  admission  without  mechanical  appliances.  At  the 
same  time  ho  maintained  a  dogged  silence,  so  as  to  lead  to  the  fear 
that  he  bad  again  manifested  the  suicidal  tendency  which  was  certi- 
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fled  as  one  of  big  symptoniB.  When  admission  wns  obtained  he  had 
graiuB  one  and  a  half  of  HyoKyamine  by  the  ntouth,  aniJ  io  flfteeii  or 
twenty  minutes  was  fast  asleep.  He  has  not  since  then  manifested  a 
trace  of  excitement,  has  been  a  clieerriil  and  useful  ward-helper,  and 
has  improved  very  mach  in  physical  condition.  Similar  good  results 
Lave  also  been  obtained  in  the  analogous  or  collateral  condition  of 
epileptic  status,  inasmuch  as  the  number  of  convulsive  attiiclcs  has 
been  diminished  with  as  much  certainty  as  by  the  administration  or 
Vhioral  hj/drale. 

In  referrinfi:  to  the  treatment  by  Hyrseyamine  of  acute,  fhriona,  or 
delirious  mania,  I  can  do  little  more  than  record  at  present  that  the 
drug  pottsesBes  holh  great  advantages  and  great  disadvantages  in 
such  forms  of  derangement.  The  advantnges  are,  the  certainty  of 
producing  repose  if  a  sufficiently  Inrge  dose  is  administered,  and  the 
permsnency  of  the  effect  produced,  which  is  more  marked  after  the 
employment  of  a  single  dose  of  Byoscyamine  than  after  the  isolated 
use  of  any  other  drug.  ThedisadvantsgeB  are,  that  the  dose  required 
to  combat  extreme  excitement  may  also  he  sufficient  to  produce  such 
a  physiological  action  on  the  heart  and  retpiialory  system  aa  to 
cause  danger  to  a  frame  wasted  (as  generally  occurs  in  such  cases)  by 
prolonged  fury,  starvation,  and  loss  of  sleip.  Also,  as  I  have  already 
aaid,  the  dryuess  of  the  throat  following  upon  the  u^e  of  the  drug 
may  interfere  tonsidcriibly  with  the  success  of  forcible  feeding,  which 
forms  so  et'sential  an  element  In  the  treatment  of  nuch  cases.  Com- 
bination with  the  Tinclura  Pprelliri,  or  some  other  equally  powerful 
aialogogue,  may  to  some  extent  obviate  this  last  disqualification,  and 
I  am  alH>ut  to  institute  observations  on  this  point  It  is  not  probable, 
however,  that  I  shall  have  to  alter  the  opinion  already  formed,  that 
in  cases  of  furious  mania  l/yos<^amine  is  inadmissible  unless  in  rare 
iniftances  where  violent  raving  is  accompanied  by  the  survival  of  such 
an  amount  of  bodily  vigor  as  may  be  sufficient  to  withstand  tlio 
action  of  a  large  dose  of  an  exceedingly  active  drug.  While  men- 
tioning tbe  disadvantages  associated  with  the  administration  of  Hito»- 
cyamirte,  tt  is  necet-sary  to  take  note  of  the  liability  which  patients 
only  partially  under  the  influence  of  the  dcug  experience  to  the  in- 
fliction of  bruises.  Itcfore  the  physiological  action  of  a  full  dose  is 
completely  established,  and  when  it  is  passing  off,  the  patient,  influ- 
enced by  hallucinations  of  sight,  may  lice,  and  while  attempting  to 
walk  is  liable,  by  the  existence  of  partial  motor  paralysis  and  hyi>er- 
metropia,  to  the  infliction  of  bruises  by  contact  with  hard  sutrntan- 
ces.  This  has  to  a  certain  extent  been  obviated  in  my  employment  of 
the  drug  by  removing  the  bedsiock  from  the  room  of  a  patient  al>oub 
to  take  a  dose  of  Uyoscyamhie,  and  allowing  him  to  sleep  on  a  mat- 
tress placed  on  the  floor.  Hither  with  or  without  the  hedstock,  bow- 
ever,  I  have  never  seen  any  except  the  roost  trifling  bruises  produced, 
and  certainly  no  contusions  such  as  wouldabnost  certainly  be  inflicted 
by  the  amount  of  manual  restraint  necessary  to  meet  the  same 
excessive  violence. 

In  chronic  monomania  of  suspicion  I  have  had  very  satisfaetory 
results  from  the  use  of  Uyotcyamine.    A  large  number  of  such  caae 
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result  fh)m  alcoholism  ;  &nd  the  delusions  of  suspicion  remain  aa  the 
cbronic  maDire»talionB  of  the  attack  of  niania  e  potit,  which  is  j^ener- 
ally  found  lo  have  esisted  aa  Ihn  first  appearance  of  mental  dcraiigc- 
Dient.  In  such  cases  tbe  aiinost  irremediulile  state  of  subdued  suspi- 
cion is  varied  by  exacerbations  excited  by  the  most  trifling  causes, 
suBtained  by  hallucinations  of  all  the  special  seuses,  and  characterized 
by  extreme  danger  to  the  persons  suspected  hy  ihe  patient.  Not  an- 
frequently  euch  men  lead  iives  of  comparative  indi^lence,  inasmuch  as 
the  nature  of  their  delusions  frequently  rcndurs  it  unsafe  to  trust 
tbem  with  the  implements  required  in  any  sort  of  labor.  Being  in  ad- 
dition well  fed  and  compelled  to  take  a  fair  amount  of  exercise,  thuy 
are  generally  safhcirntly  robust  to  enable  them  to  bear  welt  the  tem- 
porary inconveniences  of  tUe  ht/oscyamine  treatment.  I  shall  mention 
the  case  of  one  such  monomuniac  as  illustrating  the  effect  produced 
by  Iltifiscyamine  in  the  exacerbations  of  this  disorder. 

J.  W.,  aged  43,  admitted  9th  June,  1874.  When  examined  he  was 
prompt  and  intelligent  in  his  answers  and  showed  no  dementia.  Hia 
own  statement  was  that  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of  drinking  a  good 
deal  for  the  past  flfleen  years,  and  was  generally  drunk  once  a  week. 
During  the  Whitsuntide  holidiys,  however,  he  hud  a  bout  of  a  week's 
duration,  and  he  himself  dated  the  commencement  of  tbe  attack  from 
that  debauch.  He  lirsl  manifested  the  delusion  that  the  iieigUbors 
were  boring  holes  in  the  floor  and  walls  for  the  purpose  of  watching 
him.  He  also  believed  that  his  drink  and  food  were  being  poisoned 
and  that  men  were  plotting  against  him. 

Tbe  patient  showed  only  slight  buspicions  till  the  16th  nf  July,  when 
he  afflrmed  that  poison  was  being  put  in  hia  food.  He  also  believed 
tbat  men  made  muttering  accusaiions  agiunst  him  —  saying  tliat  ho 
had  chordee.  This  condiiion  was  followed  in  two  days  by  a  temporary 
abnegation  of  hia  delusions  and  hallucinations,  hut  in  two  days  more 
they  reappeared  in  fiill  force.  He  again  refused  his  food,  saying  that 
he  would  not  be  accessory  to  his  own  tieath  in  consuming  it.  These 
delusions  were  accompanied  by  gieat  uulbursts  of  threatening  lan- 
guage, and  were  exceedinjily  peraialent.  lu  April,  1875,  he  was  under 
the  belief  tbat  opium  was  puffed  into  his  room,  and  in  September  there 
was  not  the  least  improvement  On  Jan.  20,  1876,  he  was  exeeed- 
iniily  loud  and  threatening  in  the  expression  of  his  delusions  of  sus- 
picion A  dr.irt  of  hot  air  from  one  of  the  flues  suggested  to  him 
the  delusion  that  the  medical  officers  were  fanning  him  with  pernicious 
vapors,  and  he  threatened  ihem  with  extinction  in  consequence. 
Every  attendant  anti  official  who  had  anything  to  do  with  him  was 
suspected  of  some  special  development  of  persecution,  and  the  conse- 
quent state  of  his  mind  was  one  of  great  agitation  leading  to  an  un- 
governable display  of  temper.  He  hud  one  grain  of  iiyoxcyam'ne, 
slept  for  alwut  twelve  hours,  took  his  food  well  when  he  awakened, 
and  from  tbal  time  to  this  bus  never  expressed  a  delusion  or  shown 
tbe  leaat  tendency  to  escitcment  or  violence. 

The  effect  in  this  instance  was  so  satisfactory  that  it  was  resolved 
to  try  the  drug  iu  a  similar  case  of  about  ten  years'  duration.  This 
patient  had  delusions  that  a  conspiracy  existed  against  him,  and  tbat 
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tlie  iDe<7ical  officers  sent  currents  along  electric  wires  placeJ  beneath 
his  pillon.  He  also  believed  thut  the  doctors  sliampooed  liim  duria$( 
the  DigUt.  In  consequence  of  these  eiispicions  he  frequently  used 
threatening  language  to  Ibem,  and  on  one  occasion  dealt  the  assistant 
medical  otiiccr  a  very  severe  hlow  on  the  heart.  B'-onide  ofPotassrum 
and  tincture  or  Canndbias  ladica  have  to  S'ime  eztent  had  a  quieting 
influence  on  him.  From  the  beginning  of  October,  187.),  to  tbe  end 
of  January,  18T6,  he  was  exceetlingly  noisy  and  troublesome.  At 
every  visit  he  assailed  the  medical  officers  wii  h  volleys  of  vituperation 
and  frequently  required  restraint  to  prev<>nt  absolute  aasRult.  He 
bad  one  grain  of  HyOKcynmhie,  and  since  then  be  hns  threatened  no 
violence  and  lias  made  no  menLion  whatever  of  his  delusions  of  sns- 
picion. 

With  reference  to  the  treatment  of  the  excitement  of  senile  demen- 
tia by  ihe  active  principle  Hyoacytimine,  it  is  only  necessary  to  aay 
that  the  hnneGt  which  has  been  long  acknowledged  as  ol>taiDnbIe  in 
thatdisorder  from  Hyoscynmus  itself  naturally  suggested  the  idea  that 
the  active  principle  might  be  still  more  useful.  Consequently  the  ex- 
citement of  senile  dementia  was  one  of  the  Qrst  conditions  in  which  I 
employed  the  drug.  The  disadvantages,  however,  to  which  I  have 
already  referred  in  speaking  of  the  tri:atment  of  furious  mania  by 
large  doses  of  Ilynacyamint,  apply  equally  to  the  use  of  the  dnig  in 
senile  excitement,  and  I  have  consequently  found  it  advisable  not  to 
treat  such  cases  with  the  active  principle.  I  must  say,  however,  that 
in  instances  which  I  have  considered  to  be  suitable  for  its  administra- 
tion the  arrest  of  the  excitement  has  been  very  decided.  In  such 
crises  I  have  given  Nalrient  Euemala  from  the  commencement  of  the 
action  of  the  diug,  and  for  two  or  three  of  the  following  days.  — 
Extract  from  an  article  by  Robert  Lawsom,  M.D.  Praailionery 
July  7. 

Active  Principles  of  Mais  Avaria.  —  M.  Lombroao  gives  the 
chemical  details  of  the  mode  of  extraction  of  certain  poisonous  prin- 
ciples he  has  obtained  from  the  Alais  Avaria.  One  was  a  bitter  red 
substance  obtained  from  the  tincture,  soluble  in  potash  and  in  etiier ; 
it  causes  death  when  administered  to  frogs  and  pigeons,  by  producing 
convulsions  and  clonic  spasms.  Another  mo<le  of  prepiirtng  the 
tincture  gave  a  substance  that  either  caused  telanus  tii  the  course  of 
from  four  to  seven  hours,  the  animals  previously  exhibiting  hyperffis- 
thesia,  or,  sometimes  a  kind  of  ataxia,  which  appeared  to  be  due  to 
another  substance;  when  administered  to  fowls  in  the  dose  of  from 
four  to  twelve  grammi-s,  for  three  months,  it  caused  choreic  move- 
ments. Un  treating  with  water,  the  maize  that  had  alrcaily  been 
exhausted  by  alcohol,  a  third  substance  was  obtained,  which  in  its 
general  aspect,  oilor,  and  taste,  resembled  ergolin.  This  third  sub- 
stance, when  injected  into  fVogs,  caused  dyschromia,  nai-cutism,  and 
paralysis  of  the  l(-gs,  especially  of  the  right  side.  The  I'rogs  could 
still  swim,  but  they  could  not  preserve  their  horizontal  position  ;  when 
placed  on  a  table  they  could  not  recover  themselves ;  clonic  convul- 
siuu  of  the  posterior  limbs  Uteu  occurs.    The  pulsations  of  the  heart 
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are  slowed,  and  death  foUowa  in  four  hours.  Wheu  given  to  cats,  it 
cfluics  vomiting,  then  pamlj'Bis  with  elonio  spasms  of  the  feet  and 
muzzle.  Deuth  takes  place  in  an  hour  or  an  hour  and  a  half.  In 
dogs,  when  administered  by  the  stomach,  paresis  of  the  feet  is  pro- 
duced ;  the  animal  is  unable  to  leap ;  when  i<,  ia  irritated  it  falls  for- 
ward on  the  noae  ;  at  a  later  period,  spasms  occur  in  the  hind  feet  If 
compelled  to  walk  about,  it  falls  on  one  side  ;  it  cannot  support  itself 
long  on  the  fore  paws.  Mydriasis  exists.  The  temperature  falls  to 
Si*  C,  and  the  respiration  is  rendered  slower.  Tliese  symptoms,  M. 
LcimhroRO  thinks,  explain  the  different  phenomena  of  peltajrra,  and 
especially  of  that  foim  to  which  belong  trismus,  opisthotonos,  paral- 
ysis of  the  legs,  with  clonic  convulsions,  and  otiier  mo>'emunts  or 
sensations,  aa  that  of  a  cord  passing  round  tlie  meilulla,  occur.  He 
has  employed  the  extract  in  solution  in  oil,  in  various  invetenite  dis- 
eases of  the  skin,  as  eczema  and  psoiiosia.  —  I^OazvUe  Medicate  de 
Parte,  Dec.  18,  1875).  — Practtti-mer. 

Relatioks  op  Pustules  to  B&cferi*..  —  C.  Weigert,  In  a  thesis  on 
this  subject,  observes  that  in  variola  (though  seldom  in  the  hsemor- 
rhagic  form)  peculiar  miliary  bodies  (foci)  ore  to  be  found  in  the 
liver,  spleen,  kidneys,  and  lymphatic  glnniis,  whirh,  when  examined, 
present  in  their  interior  a  blood  vessel  filled  with  liacteria  or  a  tube 
of  bacteria,  the  immediate  tiurroundings  of  which  are  necrobiotic,  as 
is  shown  by  the  absence  of  nuclei  in  tlie  cells  and  other  altered  con- 
ditions. Near  these  small  nccrobioljc  foci  no  symptoms  of  reaction 
an;  perceptible  in  the  early  stages,  though  they  become  very  distinct 
at  a  later  period.  The  origin  of  the  internal  pustulci,  if  they  may  he 
so  called,  is  probably  similar  to  those  forming  the  efflorescence  on  ihe 
skin,  the  differences  being  essentially  due  to  the  nature  of  the  tissue 
in  which  they  appear — tough  akin  on  the  one  hand,  tender  paren- 
chyma on  the  other.  Weigert  then  proceeds  to  discuss  the  diagnosis 
of  bacteria,  and  after  explaining  the  difflcnlties  of  recognizing  tliem, 
especially  in  the  dried  ma~s  at  a  later  stage,  maintains  that  the  necro- 
sis is  a  coneeqnence  of  the  accumubtion  of  the  bacteria.  He  is  dis< 
posed  to  admit  different  fojms  of  bacteria,  some  poisonous,  some  dea- 
tituce  of  any  poisonous  quality ;  and  he  points  out  the  relations 
between  variolous  pocks  and  the  membranes  in  diphtheria,  and  in 
endocarditis  ulceiosa  and  tlie  state  of  the  blood  in  septictemia. — 
( Centralblatt  f.  die  Chirurgie,  No.  48,  1875).  —  Practitioner. 

Sqoclder  Presentations. —  Dr.  Maxson,  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y., 
accidentally  discovered  that  by  raising  the  hips  of  a  woman  in  labnr, 
BO  as  to  be  relalively  much  higher  than  tlic  shoulders,  an  obnomial 
preseniatiou  was  spontaneously  rectified.  In  a  difficult  shoulder 
case,  he  acted  upon  this  idea  in  the  following  manner ;  He  says,  "  t 
lolded  several  quilts  compactly,  laying  tliem  one  upon  another,  to  the 
height  of  alKiut  one  foot,  and  assisted  her  to  kneel  upon  the  quills, 
villi  her  head  and  shoulders  resting  upoD  the  bed,  and  ber  face  for- 
vard,  so  as  to  bring  her  body  to  an  angle  with  the  bed,  of  nearly  'JO". 
I  then  pressed  my  band  gently  against  the  shoulder,  which  readily 
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rccede<5  until  I  was  eniihlet]  to  grasp  ihe  vertex  with  my  fingers,  and 
wilh  the  assistance  of  the  next  pain  to  so  engage  il,  that,  when  tin; 
patient  was  placed  upon  her  left  side,  and  the  quilts  removed,  a  per- 
fectly natui'.al  prcsentntion  presented  itself.  Id  a  tew  hours  the  lal)or 
tprmiDated  in  the  delivery  of  a  healthy  hoy,  weighing  ten  pounds. 
Only  a  few  monK^nts  were  occupied  in  the  proci'sa,  and  suliseqiicnt 
experience  vonvincea  me  that  shouldfr  preaentutions  can  generally  be 
converted  in  thia  way  into  natural  ones,  without  a  resort  to  '  turning,' 
and  witli  no  risk  for  the  mother  or  child."  —  Laruxt. 

ScBCDTASEOUs  IsjECTioM  OP  QuisiNK  IS  SuNSTBOKB.  —  If  there  i a 
anything  in  the  practice  of  meilioine  which  may  be  described  as  mag- 
icnl,  it  is  the  effect  of  the  8ubcut:LDeous  injwstion  of  quinine  in  snn- 
struke.  A  soldier  was  complct'  ly  comatose  IVom  sunstioke,  witti 
dilated  pupils,  stertorous  breathing,  fnuc  flushed,  skin  burning  hot, 
pulse  full  and  rapid.  A  solution  of  five  griiins  of  quinine  in  Ave 
minims  of  dilute  sulphuric  acid,  and  fifty  minima  of  water,  was  put 
nnder  the  skin  in  different  placea  about  the  shouldera.  Within  one 
hour  the  heat  of  the  surface  had  perceptibly  decreased ;  he  ste.idily 
improved  during  the  night,  was  quite  sensible  next  morning,  and 
recovered  niibout  any  bud  symptoms.  As  far  as  I  am  aware,  this 
was  the  first  case  in  which  quinine  was  hypo<lfrmically  employed.-— 
Hurgeon  A.  R.  Hail,  llrailhwaite's  Belroipecl,  July,  1876. 

Lkdcocites.  —  In  an  interesting  thesis,  M.  Henri  Bonne  has 
described  a  series  of  observations  on  the  proportion  of  white  to  red 
blood-corpuscles  in  different  diseases,  made  under  the  direction  of  H. 
Brouardel.  The  examinations  were  made  daily,  hy  tlie  methods  of 
MM.  Malassez  and  Hayem. 

Among  the  facts  recorded  are  the  following :  In  a  patieut  with 
cancer  of  the  breast,  before  its  removal  by  operation,  tlie  white  cor- 
puscles were  1  to  ■IS  red  ;  three  days  afterwards  they  were  1  to  28, 
and  1  to  23.  When  suppuration  was  established,  the  proportion  fell  to 
1  in  GO,  1  in  90,  and  at  last,  when  pus  ran  freely,  i  in  400;  in  two 
cases  of  iliac  abscess,  the  leucocytes,  befure  the  ab^e^s  was  opened, 
were  1  to  IS  in  one  case,  1  to  ^8  in  the  other ;  immediately  .after,  tlie 
white  corpuscles  fell  to  1  in  132  in  one  case,  and  1  to  130  in  the 
other ;  in  other  abscesses  the  same  rusuli  was  obtained.  It  thus 
appears  that  the  formation  of  pus  in  an  abscess  coincides  with  a 
considerable  increase  in  the  leucocytes  in  the  blood,  and  that  tlie 
increase  disappears  when  the  abscess  is  opened.  (Similar  results  have 
been  found  in  other  suppurative  maladies.  In  smalUpos,  on  the  fifth 
day,  the  leucocytes  were  1  to  450;  on  sixth  day,  1  in  48;  on  the 
sevi'nili  day,  1  in  15U ;  on  the  ninth  day,  1  in  236.  In  a  case  of  sui>- 
purating  pneumonia,  the  white  corpuscles  at  death  on  the  ninth  day 
were  1  to  40,  red.  Other  influences  besides  confined  suppuration 
cause  leucocytosis.  An  eruption  of  herpes  in  one  patient  raised  the 
nnmliiT  in  four  days,  fjom  1  in  80  to  I  in  90.  In  typhoid  fever,  the 
k-ucocytes  are  very  numerous  about  the  seventh  day,  but  fall  to  fVoui 
1  lo  TU,  to  1  to  5U0  hy  the  seventh  day.  Their  Dumber  does  nut  ooiu- 
uidc  wilh  variutiouB  of  temperature.  —  Xaitcel. 
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In  tbe  London  Lancet  for  Ang.  12,  1876,  tto  find  the  following  in- 
teresting cmae  reported  by  E.  J.  Biirges,  miilwifery  assistant  to  St. 
Bartliolomcw's  Hospital :  "  On  the  25ih  of  la«t  month,  I  wns  sent  for 
to  eee  a  patipnt  who  Rtated  she  was  unmarried,  that  she  had  ceased  to 
menstraate  since  last  December,  and  that  from  that  time  her  abdo- 
men liad  gradually  increased  in  size.  She  wns  novr  evidontly  in  labor  ; 
her  nterus,  from  its  size,  evidently  containing  a  full  term  child.  An 
abdominal  examination  gave  all  the  signs  of  pregnancy  at  full  term, 
and  her]  abor  pains  were  strong,  regular,  and  occurring  every  ten  min- 
utes. On  attempting  to  make  a  vagina]  exHminatmn,  I  conid  not  in- 
troduce my  finger  more  than  one  inch  beyond  tbe  orifice  where  it  came 
on  a  lough  tesiifting  membrane.  The  esternat  parts  up  to  this  mem- 
brane were  rather  dry,  and  my  finger  was  not  stained  with  blood.  I 
Introduced  a  speculum  and  then  discovered  a  complete  hymen  stretched 
across  the  vagina,  having  a  medican  raphe,  with  a  smull  liole  in  the 
raph^  at  about  tbe  juncture  of  the  middle  with  the  anterior  of  ita  dis- 
tance in  tbe  conjugate  diameter.  The  opening  was  about  the  size  of 
tbe  urethra  and  from  it  Sowed  a  little  normal  blood,  and  about  a  wine- 
glass full  of  fluid,  looking  more  like  aqueous  humor  than  anytliing 
elpe.  I  feel  persuaded  I  made  the  hole  myself  when  introducing  the 
specitlum,  as  up  to  that  time  neither  blood  nor  discharge  of  any  kind 
could  be  detected  in  the  parts  below  the  membrane.  I  sent  for  the 
house  Rurgcon  (Mr.  Edwards),  and  with  his  assistance  tbopaiieut  was 
placed  on  her  back,  and  a  catheter  being  first  intro'luced  into  the 
bladder,  a  pair  of  eCTssors  was  introduced  into  the  opening  in  the 
bymen,  and  the  membrane  afterwards  turned  by  the  introduolion  of 
two  fingers.  The  fallal  bead  c,ould  then  be  felt  dilating  the  os  to 
about  the  size  of  a  florin.  The  patient  was  then  sent  home  in  a 
cab,  and  about  thrte  hours  afterwards  was  delivered  of  a  healthy 
mate  child.  I  should  state  that  though  the  hymen  was  quite  perfect, 
the  caruncular  myrtiflrmar  were  very  plentiful  all  round  this  septum, 
about  one  eighth  of  an  inch  distant  from  its  poiut  of  union  with  tbe 
Taginal  walls. 

The  girl,  afler  completely  disowning  any  knowledge  of  her  condition, 
confessed  to  having  had  sexual  intercourse  about  last  November. 
Connection,  she  said,  was  very  painful  and  difBcult. 

Her  catamenia  had  been  regular  all  her  life  np  to  this  pregnancy, 
and  she  volunteered  the  statement  that  her  sufl'erings  at  those  times 
were  qnite  as  great  for  three  days  as  her  pains  when  I  ha<l  seen  her  in 
labor. 

Prof.  Gustave  Biaun,  of  Vienna,  published  (  Wien.  3ffd.  Woch,, 
March  25tb  and  April  Ist)  three  casesofpregnancv  with  unruptured 
hymen.  These  ca^es  are  to  be  found  transcribed  in  the  Med.  Timet 
and  Gazette  of  May  20th,  1876.  But  these  e.Tamples  differ  from  mine 
inasmuch  as  though  tbe  hymen  in  these  three  cases  was  unruptui-ed, 
it  was  in  none  imperfect. 

I  would  suggest  that  ever  since  last  December,  not  having  me nstrn- 
ated,  the  small  opening  which  she  must  have  had  at  tbe  time  of  sexual 
intercourse  had  had  time  to  close  by  healing,  and  it  is  not  too  much, 
perhaps,  to  presume  that  the  pain  at  her  menstrual  period  which,  by 
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the  by,  w&a  worse  on  the  day  preceding  the  dischtirge,  was  due  in 
great  part  to  the  itnpcrforatecbaructerof  the  hymen,  which  had  closed 
over  since  the  previous  catamenia  four  weeks  ago." 

An  interesting  and  nuccexsful  case  of  Bpienotomy,  by  U.  P6an,  is 
thus  describeil  in  the  Lancet  for  Aug.  26,  187C  :  "  I'he  palientwas  a 
married  woman,  a^Bd  twenty-four  years.  A  hisLory  uf  miscamages 
and  (load  cliildren  was  strongly  suggestive  of  syphilitic  taint.  A 
splenic  tumor  had  been  observed  steadily  increasing  for  eighteen 
months.  In  February  the  tumor  filled  nearly  all  the  alHlomiaal  c.iv- 
ity.  It  extended  to  the  pelvis  and  even  to  the  right  iliac  fossa.  Vari- 
ous syinpLomB,  apparently  secondary  to  the  tumor,  distressed  her,  and 
the  abdominal  pain  vrnt  constant. 

"  The  palient  implored  an  operation,  which  was  performed  on  the 
25th  of  April.  An  incision  was  made  along  the  linca  alba  from  three 
inches  above  the  umbilicus  to  two  inches  and  a  half  above  the  puliis, 
and  a  corresponding  incision  was  made  through  the  peritoneum.  The 
tumor  was  covered  by  the  omentum;  this  was  removed  from  below 
upwards,  and  pushed  to  the  right  of  the  tumor,  beneath  the  right  hyp- 
ochondrinm,  and  both  it  and  the  intestines  were  kept  back  by  sponger 
and  warm  napkins.  The  tumor  had  the  characteristic  reddish-violet 
color  of  the  spleen. 

"  It  was  seized  at  the  lower  extremity  and  gradually  raised  within 
the  lips  of  tlie  wound,  until  it  rented  on  the  hands  of  the  assistants, 
who  were  keeping  back  the  intestines.  No  other  organ  escaped.  The 
gastro-splenio  omentum  was  about  three  quarters  of  an  inch  wide  at 
the  end  of  the  pelvis.  It  cun'.ained  blood  vessels  and  enormous  lym- 
phatic}. One  splenic  vein  was  the  size  of  the  index  Qgure.  A  wire 
iigalnre  was  passed  around  the  whole  pedicle,  great  care  being  taken 
to  avoid  the  pancreas.  The  pedicle  was  then  snrrounded  by  sponges, 
and  the  spleen  separated  at  the  pelvis  by  a  aiugle  cut,  being  at  tbe 
same  time  turned  quickly  outwards. 

"  About  a  quart  of  blood  escaped  from  the  spleen,  bat  none  into  the 
abdomen,  otherwise  not  more  tiian  tliiriy  grammes  were  estimated  to 
be  lost.  No  adhesions  were  met  with.  Tbe  sponges  were  removed, 
the  great  omentum  spread  out  over  the  intestines  and  the  abdomen 
closed,  the  pedicle  being  retained  between  the  lips  of  the  wound. 
Progress  of  the  patent  was  excellent.  The  febrile  reaction  was  slight. 
tSome  blood  appeared  in  the  urine  ou  the  third  day,  but  diminished 
and  disappeared  a  few  days  later.  Tlie  pedicle  separated  in  a  week. 
The  patient's  spirits  were  very  good.  Eighteen  days  after  the  opera- 
tion she  sat  up,  aud  a  week  afterwards  returued  home." 

iNJKCnOH    OP    AlB  INTO  THE    BoWliL   FOB    TBB    RbLIBF  Of   StuaH- 

OCLATBD  Hekkia.  —  Dr.  Moritz  Kgger  reports  the  following  case  in 
the  M-d.-C'ur.  VentralUaU,  No.  4,  1(47G:  He  was  chilled  last  July  to 
see  a  female,  seveutv-nine  years  old,  who  was  found  in  bed,  sulfcring 
from  intense  abilominal  pain,  and  with  knees  drawn  up.  She  statud 
that,  up  to  the  present  illness,  she  had  always  enjoyed  good  health, 
but  t^t  three  days  before,  while  at  work  in  the  flald,  she  suddenly 
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experienced  abilomin&l  pain  which  gradaally  increasA(!  to  snch  a  de- 
gree at  night  thnt  nesiatance  had  to  be  calteti.  She  had  had  no  pas- 
8ft(te  Bince  the  Co iiimea cement  of  the  fttlack.  The  patient  presented 
all  the  symptome  of  intestinal  atrangulation  with  naunea  and  the  ons- 
ious  expression  of  countenance,  and  on  esaminstion  a  tumor  aboiit 
the  size  of  a  lien's  egg  waa  found  at  the  uite  of  the  right  inguinal 
canal.  After  giving  moi-phine  internally,  and  making  warm  iipplica< 
tions  externally,  and  after  an  enema,  taxis  was  repeatedly  tried  with- 
oat  success.  The  patient  refusing  an  operation,  taxia  was  again  tritd 
ineffectually  on  the  following  day,  when  the  patient  was  almost  col- 
lapsed and  stercoraceoaa  vomiting  bad  set  in.  The  author  then  in- 
troduced a  long  elastic  tube  into  the  rectum  as  far  as  it  would  go, 
%nd  began  to  inject  air  slowly.  After  a  time  the  intestinal  coils  could 
be  seen  through  the  very  thin  abdominal  walls  to  become  distended, 
and  suddenly  a  peculiar  rolling  noise,  as  if  the  air  had  overcome  an 
obstruction,  was  heard,  after  which  the  hernia  was  discoveted  to  have 
disappeared.  Air  was  then  allowed  to  escape  from  the  t\ihe,  and  the 
latter  was  gradually  removed.  Half  an  hour  later  the  patient  had  & 
large  stool,  and  then  eltpt ;  five  days  afterward  ahe  had  entirely 
recovered. 

Cyst  op  thb  Kidket  mistaken  fok  an  Ovarian  Cvst;  Extirpa- 
tion or  THE  KiDNET ;  Recovery.  —  The  following  case  is  recorded 
in  the  Gaz.  Med.,  No.  6, 1876,  from  the  Giom.  Med.  di  7brinn, 
July,  1873 ;  A  widow,  forty  years  old,  enteryd  the  hospital  Nov.  l-i, 
1873;  she  hod  bad  five  children  the  last  three  years  before,  and  two 
abortions,  one  after  her  second  child,  the  other  after  the  founh. 
Eighteen  mouths  ago  ahe  first  noticed  a  tumefaction  in  the  left  iliac 
fossa.  This  tumefaction  continued  to  increase,  especially  during  the 
two  months  previous  to  admission.  The  patient  was  very  feeble  j  her 
temperature  normal,  respiration  easy;  no  albumen  in  urine.  The 
tumor,  movable  in  all  directions,  occupied  the  left  iliac  region  and  a 
portion  of  the  hypogastric  and  right  iliac  regions  ;  there  was  fluctua- 
tion at  three  points  on  the  anterior  aurface  of  the  tumor,  uterus  very 
high.  Ovariotomy  waa  performeil  December  2d.  The  cyst,  having 
been  evacuated  by  puncture,  was  found  to  be  attached  by  its  poste- 
rior surface.  Un  examination  of  the  abdominal  cavity,  the  two  ova- 
ries were  found  to  be  normal  and  in  their  position,  and  the  cyst  to 
arise  ftitia  the  Inferior  extremity  of  the  leit  kidney.  It  was  deci<led 
to  remove  both  the  cyst  and  the  kidney.  The  intestinal  ciiils  adher- 
ing to  the  posterior  wall  of  the  cyst  were  detached  with  the  fingers, 
the  left  urt'ler  and  the  vessels  were  lied,  and  the  kidney  aud  cyst  were 
extirpated  entire.  No  hemorrhage,  pioperly  speaking,  hut  much 
oozing.  Operation  concluded  as  usual.  The  cyst  was  formed  by  the 
inferior  quarter  of  the  kidney,  which  was  otherwise  healthy.  On 
April  7,  1874,  the  patient  hiid  recovered  almost  complstely  ;  urine 
was  always  secreted  in  abundance,  and  never  contained  albumen. 
{Horn.  Times.) 

Thb  Treatment  of  N«vi  bt  Cakbouo  Acid. — The  treatment 
of  nevi  by  Injectiona  of  GarbdHc  Acid,  as  advised  by  Lister,  baa  been 
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tried  with  success  by  Mr.  Messenger  Bradley,  of  Manchester. 
{Bntiitk  Medical  Journal,  April  8,  187G.)  The  tumor  occupied  a 
space  two  and  a  half  by  one  and  abalf  inches,  and  involved  veinsand 
capillaries.  Jt  was  situated  above  and  extended  into  the  helix  of  the 
left  ear.  In  order  to  avoid  embolism,  the  mass  wad  ligatured  for  ten 
minutes,  unilerneath  pins  introduced  at  right  angles,  and  Ave  minims 
of  pure  Carboic  Acid  were  gradually  injecle.i  herj  and  thdre  over  the 
tumor.  No  (;hange  was  observed  for  three  weelts  until  the  operation 
had  been  done  half  a.  dozen  times,  and  a  ligatare  had  been  applied 
for  six  honrs.    Afterwards  the  tumor  gradually  subsided. 

The  skin  recovered  its  color  in  a  remarkable  way,  and  Sir.  Bradley 
was  induced  to  try  the  effect  of  treating  the  ordinary  capillary  ntevus, 
or  mother's  mark,  by  tattooing  with  Carbolic  Acid.  In  the  only  case 
in  which  he  has  tried  it,  the  port  wine  stains  disappeared  in  alwub 
three  weeks. — ■  The  Dublin  Journai  of  Medical  Saeiux,  June,  1876. 

PiLOCiEPtNB. —  Acttoe  principle  of  Jabi/randi.  —  Mr.  A.  W.  Ger- 
rard  has  communicated  to  the  P/iarmaceatical  Jourmit,  that  be  has 
separated  an  alkaloid  from  jaborandi,  which  is  the  active  principle  of 
the  drug  and  which  he  calls  pilocarpine.  Half  a  grain  produced  the 
full  ctfects  of  jaborandi.    The  following  is  the  mode  of  prepanition : — 

Prepare  a  soft  extract,  either  of  t!ie  leaves  or  bark,  with  fifty  per 
cent  alcohol.  Digest  this  with  water,  filler  and  wash.  Evaporate 
the  filtrate  to  a  soft  extract,  cautiously  add  ammonia  iu  slight  excess, 
shake  well  with  chloroform,  separate  the  chloroform  solution  aod 
allow  to  evaporate ;  the  residue  is  the  alkaloid,  pilocarpine  with  prob- 
ably a  email  amount  of  impurity. 

Besides  the  alkaloid,  jaborandi  contains  an  acrid  resin,  tannic  acid, 
volatile  oil  and  chlorophyle.  The  acrid  resin  is  soluble  iu  ether  and 
poBsciBes  properties  which  indicate  it  to  be  the  substance  by  which 
the  effects  of  its  external  application  are  produced.  —Bicl^moad  and 
Louinoiiie  Medicai  Journal. 

HiFODEHUio  Injrciioit  OP  Pdrb  Watkk.  —  Dr.  Lafitte  has  em- 
ployed subcutaneous  injections  of  pure  water  In  a  great  variety  of 
diseases  attended  with  pain.  He  bos  obtained  as  much  success  in 
the  relief  of  this  latter  element  as  when  ho  employed  injections  ol 
morphia,  and  attributes  it  to  the  compression  of  the  terminal  nervous 
filament  by  the  injeuted  water.  — ■  Le  Mouoement  Medical. 

Fburitl'S  Ant.  —  Marine  Lint.  —  Two  years  ago  I  suggested  the 
use  of  marine  lint  for  the  relief  of  pruritis  ani.  I  have  often  been 
written  to  inquiring  what  this  lint  was,  and  to-day  Z  have  a  letter 
asking  about  it.  Aa  it  docs  not  appear  to  be  generally  known,  I  beg 
to  State  that  it  is  finely  carded  tow  soaked  with  tar,  kept  in  tin  cases. 
It  is  made  by  Muw  &  Son,  of  London.  —  Db.  JuiiiS  Thompson, 
Jjancet. 
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INTRODUCTOEY    ADDRESS 

Dttivered  b^ore  the  Clou  of  Botton  UnivenUs  School  of  Medicine,  bff  E.  P. 

Colby,  M.D.,  Wakefield,  Mate.,  Oat.  U,  ISTS. 

Ladies  and  Gbntlghen, —  My  coIleagueB  have  appointed  me 
to  perform  the  pleasant  duty  of  greeting  you  at  tbe  beginning  of 
ttiia  winter  term.  It  is  witti  mingled  feelings  of  joy  and  pain  that 
I  contemplate  a  class  just  commencing  their  course  of  medical 
studies.  They  hare,  as  indtyiduals,  chosen  a  profession  full  of 
care,  toil,  and  even  daoger.  The  road  is  ever  rough,  and  the 
path  ie  oftentimes  obscure,  even  to  the  most  successful ;  from 
the  very  beginning,  obstacles  of  the  greatest  magnitude  must  be 
overcome  by  patience  and  a  determined  will.  We  have,  however, 
the  cheering  knowledge  that  this  profession  yields  place  to  none 
in  its  ennobling  character ;  that  it  is  second  to  none  in  its  bene- 
fits to  our  fellow-men.  There  is  no  child's  play  nor  royal  road 
iu  the  medicine  of  the  present  day ;  it  is  severe  and  wearying 
from  the  first  momeut  to  tbe  last.  Constant  contact  with  suf- 
fering in  its  countless  phases  should  never  so  harden  the  prac- 
titioner that  he  will  not  freely  sympathize  with  those  under  bis 
care,  so  fiir  as  may  be  without  interfering  with  his  determina- 
tion and  good  judgment.  I  entreat  you  to  weigh  well  the 
responsibility  you  propose  to  undertake  ;  be  sure  you  can  .wil- 
lingly and  cheerfully  follow  a  life  of  hard  study  and  self-denial, 
as  well  as  encounter  the  doubtful  charity  and  ever-chaugiug 
confidence  of  a  fickle  world.  K,  knowing  all  this,  you  still  feel 
that  you  can  love  and  heartily  embrace  so  trying  a  cause,  we 
receive  you  gladly,  and  wish  you  God  speed. 

Three  years  ago  was  commenced  that  experiment  which  we 

VOL.  XI.  xo.  X.  28  ,  , 
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may  consider  to  have  been  completed  in  March  of  the  current 
year,  at  the  graduation  of  the  first  graded  class  of  students ;  and 
the  Medical  School  of  Boston  UuiTereity,  as  it  notr  stands,  is 
the  result  of  that  esperimQnt. 

The  first  medical  school  where  a  class  comprising  both 
aezea  listeui  to  a  oourae  of  lectures  from  a  corps  of  male  and 
female  teachers  in  an  institution  established  for  the  purpose  of 
educating  both  sexes,  it  is  in  perfect  keeping  with  the  march 
of  improvement  which  marks  this  century  of  progress.  An- 
other subject  for  congratulation  ia  that  here  also  is  taught  that 
system  of  treating  the  sick  which  ia  known  as  Homceopathy. 

This  system  of  medicine,  although  one  of  the  children  of  the 
century  just  closing,  still  exhibits  a  maturity  and  rigor  far 
beyond  that  belonging  to  the  period  of  adolescence,  and  is 
already,  in  various  unmarked  and  unacknowledged  ways,  infus- 
ing fresh  vitality  into  the  older  school,  which,  previous  to  the 
adventof  the  new,  gave  evidence  of  waning  vitality.  The  more 
advanced  authors  of  the  dominant  school  have  adopted  a  legioa 
of  recorded  facts  from  our  literature,  not  always  veriaiim  to 
he  sure,  hut  the  substance  is  there ;  and  the  rank  and  file,  not 
knowing  from  whence  it  comes,  have  received  it  as  good,  sound, 
orthodox  doctrine.  These  borrowed  facts  are  carefully  sugar- 
coated  with  physiological  reasoning  that  the  innocent  patient  may 
take  them  without  nausea ;  but  the  sugar-coating  being  dis- 
solved discloses  the  bitter  pill  —  Homceopathy. 

**  Truth  is  mighty,  and  must  prevail " ;  sooner  or  later  it 
will  be  known  to  whom  the  credit  is  due.  This  is  a  criticising 
age  i  and  knowing  that  any  of  our  grains  may  grow  and  bring 
forth  fruit,  even  though  among  tares,  it  behooves  us  to  be  all 
the  more  careful  that  the  quality  of  our  wheat  is  such  as  will 
do  us  no  discredit.  Let  our  work  be  so  carefully  done  that  the 
reaul^  will,  in  due  course  of  time,  enforce  their  own  adoption. 
We  can  rest  assured  that  "  a  good  deed  never  dies."  I  could 
wish  to  enlarge  upon  the  future  of  our  labors,  but  it  seems 
more  fitting  that  I  should  rather  call  your  attention  to  matters 
in  immediate  connection  with  the  studies  upon  which  you  are 
about  to  commence. 

It  is  as  true  in  the  study  of  medicine  as  elsewhere,  that  the 
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elemeotary  branches  should  firat  be  thoroughlj'  mastered  before 
one  can  undergtand,  even  in  a  tolerable  degree,  the  higher 
studies ;  and  upon  the  nmount  of  familiarity  with  these  elementary 
brnnches  depends,  in  a  gi-eat  measure,  the  completeneaa  with 
which  the  higher  details  can  be  grasped.  A  knowledge  of 
auatomy  and  general  chemistry  must  be  acquired  before  one  can 
reap  the  full  benefit  of  a  coutse  upda  physiology  or  medical 
chemistry;  and  precious  hours  are  wasted  in  listening  to  lec- 
tures upou  Materia  Medics,  pathology,  or  theory  and  practice, 
if  you  have  not  a  well-rounded  knowledge  of  physiology  and 
anatomy.  The  stream  can  never  rise  higher  tbau  the  fountain  ; 
if  you  do  not  lay  a  firm  foundation,  j'our  superstructure  of 
medical  educatiou  will  surely  be  unstable. 

I  would  advise  you,  in  the  strongest  possible  manner,  to  cou- 
fineyour  studies,  for  each  term,  to  the  subjects  selected  by  the 
faculty  for  that  term.  If  your  time  and  strength  should  not  be 
fully  engaged  with  those  studies,  it  will  be  well  to  pursue  a 
course  of  reading  upon  some  of  the  collateral  subjects,  such  aa 
physics,  natural  science,  etc.  Those  who  have  never  studied 
the  laws  of  physics  will  feel  the  need  of  that  knowledge 
throughout  their  professional  life  ;  and  without,  will  find  it  Tory 
difficult  to  receive  the  full  benetit  of  a  course  in  chemistry. 
Since  the  close  of  the  previous  lecture-term,  the  Massachusetts 
Homoeopathic  Hospital  has  been  completed,  and  opened  for  the 
treatment  of  patients.  As  occasion  offers,  cases  will  be  pre- 
sented from  the  wards  of  this  hospital  for  the  purpose  of  illus- 
trating the  lectures  of  the  advanced  courses. 

One  case,  presented  in  such  a  manuer  that  it  may  be  fully 
comprehended,  is  of  more  practical  value  than  many  cases  seen 
in  the  course  of  walking  the  wards  of  a  hospital,  where,  from 
the  surroundings,  it  is  difficult  or  impracticable  to  enter  into 
detail. 

The  dispensary,  with  its  branches,  has  very  rapidly  increased 
in  its  capacity  and  in  the  number  of  the  patients  treated  ;  for 
the  advanced  student  there  is  an  opporlunity  presented  for 
clinical  observation  which  should  not  be  neglected.  Frequently 
out-patients  are  placed  under  the  care  of  a  student  for  medical, 
surgical,  or  obstetrical  treatmeut,  this  cure  being  subject  to 
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the  aupeiriBion  of  some  one  of  the  dispeoaaiy  phyaiciana.  By 
acceptiog  this  reapoQaibility,  you  will  be  enabled  to  acquire 
confidence  in  youraelves  and  a  familiarity  with  the  detail  of 
practice.  There  is  a  multitude  of  small  matters  connected  with 
the  care  of  the  aick  which  can  hardly  be  learned  in  the  lecture- 
room,  and  which  bear  much  the  same  relation  Ui  simply  select- 
ing and  preacribing  the  proper  medicine  that  parochial  work 
does  to  writing  and  delivering  sermons  in'  the  life  of  a  clergy- 
man. It  is  expected  that  the  Oiaira  of  Practice  and  Pathology 
will  be  able  to  add  much  to  the  value  of  their  courses  by  pre- 
senting patients  from  the  rarious  dispensaries ;  this  ia  of  great 
moment,  particularly  whenever  it  enables  you  to  become  finmiliar 
with  diagnosis  by  physical  exploration  of  the  patient ;  in  this 
direction  there  opens  a  wide  field  for  the  future  homoeopathic 
phyaician. 

At  the  time  of  Hahnemann  and  the  early  students  of  Homco- 
opatby,  the  science  of  pathology  was  entirely  difierent  from 
the  pathott^y  of  the  present  day;  since  that  time,  patient 
investigation  in  the  laboratory  of  the  physiological  chemist  and 
with  the  microscope,  has  wrought  a  complete  revolution;  the 
science  of  histological  pathology  was  then  unborn,  and  where 
there  was  entire  darkness,  or  but  dim  twilight,  is  now  a 
measurable  degree  of  light,  although  we  have  not  yet  reached 
the  high  noon  of  the  science.  It  was  at  that  time  thought 
highly  improper  to  use  pathological  terms  in  the  pathogeneses  of 
a  drug,  and  attention  was  only  paid  to  the  aensations  of  pain,  of 
pleasure,  conditions  of  aggravation,  etc.,  experienced  by  provers 
or  patients ;  but  little  mention  was  made  of  congestions,  inflamma- 
tions, or  degenerations  affecting  the  various  organs  within  the 
body,  and  thia  for  the  very  good  reason  that  the  tissue  changes 
were  not  then,  as  now,  understood.  The  great  matter  of 
physical  exploration  by  auscultation,  percussion,  and  various 
other  means  now  commonly  used,  was  at  that  time  unheard  of. 
The  early  diaciplea  of  Humceopathy  had  not  learned  to  question 
the  urine,  blood,  saliva,  and  other  fluids  of  the  body  by  a  careful 
quantitative  chemical  analysis,  to  learn  what  changes  of  physi- 
ological function  had  been  produced  In  the  system  by  a  drug  or 
by  a  disease. 
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Tho  name  of  the  disease  and  the  priuoipal  organ  diseased 
covered  the  knowledge  of  our  aacestors ;  and  it  was  against 
this  pathology  and  this  loose  style  of  generalization  that 
Hahnemann  lifted  his  voice  and  wielded  his  pen ;  it  was  con- 
Bcieotiously  done  to  keep  the  school  of  medicine  he  founded 
from  ^eliding  back  into  the  Slough  of  Despond  of  the  school 
of  the  past,  which  may  be  termed  the  school  of  irresponsible 
traditions,  llie  pathology  of  the  present  has  made  possible  a 
pathological  study  of  drug-action  hy  a  careful  investigation  of 
the  physiological  functions  and  of  the  structural  changes  result- 
ing therefrom,  which  are  produced  by  taking  into  the  pre- 
viously healthy  system  the  different  drugs  which  are  to  be  used 
as  remedies.  The  sensations  preceding  or  produced  by  these 
chaoges  are  no  more  to  be  disregarded  than  they  were  in  the 
time  of  Hiihuemann  and  his  cuadjutors,  but  to  be  taken  in  oon- 
nection  with  the  altered  physiological  functions  as  affording  a 
more  perfect  picture  of  the  drug-action,  thereby  enabling  us  to 
select  the  more  complete  similium  when  we  are  called  upon  to 
apply  the  results  of  our  studies  at  the  bedside.  What  ia  wanted 
iu  the  pathogeneais  of  a  remedy  is  a  complete  picture  of  the 
drug-action,  and  this  picture  is  not  complete  so  long  as  anything 
can  l>e  added  which  is  a  result  of  the  medicine  being  proved, — 
letting  this  result  be  either  direct  or  indirect  so  long  as  it  is 
constant.  If  the  study  is  conGned  to  its  legitimate  sphere,  there 
can  be  no  great  danger  of  the  student  relapsing  into  ^e 
old  ruts  <^  routine  practice,  where  the  disease  is  treated  instead 
of  the  diseased  organism. 

I  wish  to  state,  that  it  may  clearly  be  understood,  that  I 
do  not  wish  to  see  a  single  well-founded  symptom  abolished 
from  the  pathogenesis  of  our  elders,  but  to  add  thereto  that 
which  may  be  uded  to  bind  each  series  together  into  a  shapely 
and  useful  whole.  To  the  above-mentioned  result  you  can 
each  and  all  contribute  in  a  marked  degree,  and  at  the 
same  time  benefit  yourselves  by  a  willing  assistance  in  prov- 
ing such  drugs  as  may  be  selected  by  the  Chair  of  Materia 
Medica.  When  Homoeopathy  was  iu  its  infancy,  its  friends 
and  disciples  gave  themselves  freely  and  conscientiously  to  the 
careful  proving  of  drugs,  and,  as  a  result,  we  have  all   the 
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symptoms  that  could  be  expected  from  them  with  the  f&cilities 
they  then  had.  In  sharp  coDtraat  with  the  history  of  our  older 
drugs  is  that  of  our  receut  additions  to  the  Mnteria  Medio. 
About  many  of  these  remedies  nothing  is  koown  exoeptiog  that 
they  have  beeu  used  with  success  by  X,  Y,  and  Z,  in  severe 
cases  of  dysentery,  uterine  inertia,  etc. 

It  is  a  subject  for  great  regret  that  many  of  our  promiuent 
remedies  have  never  beeu  proved  by  women,  or  if  they  have, 
it  is  in  such  a  feeble  mauuer  that  we  have  qo  reliable  symptoms 
to  guide  us  for  their  adroioistratiou  iu  the  so-called  female 
diseases,  and  ns  a  natural  result,  cases  of  uterine  and  ovariaa 
disease  are  proverbially  protracted  and  unpromising ;  and  now 
that  the  tide  seems  to  be  again  turning  against  au  invariable 
reference  of  all  cases  to  uterine  ulcenitioo  and  demand  for 
mechanical  interference,  we  shall  more  than  ever  feel  the  need 
of  thorough  proving  of  drugs  by  women.  If  the  stadents  io 
this  school  who  are  adapted  to  this  work  would  but  enlist  in 
the  proving  and  reproving  of  drugs,  under  the  intelligent 
guidance  of  the  Chair  of  Materia  Medica,  there  would  be,  in  the 
course  of  a  few  short  years,  results  far  superior  to  thoeeobtained 
ill  the  deservedly  famous  Auetriao  provings. 

At  uo  future  time  can  your  endeavors  to  assist  the  profession 
and  benefit  yourselves  bear  such  good  fruit  and  b3  so  mpidly 
cumulative  iu  their  good  results  as  now.  In  after  life,  when 
scattered  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land,  your 
reports  will  l»e  like  the  pattering  drops  of  rain  absorbed  by  the 
thirsty  ground,  leaving  no  trace,  but  your  work  here,  like  a 
well-directed  stream,  whose  waters  can  be  caught  and  preserved 
for  the  bcnetit  of  present  aud  future  generations.  Concerted 
action  is  invaluable. 

As  you  approach  the  completion  of  the  course  of  study,  there 
will  undoubtedly  be  presented  to  your  minds  the  much-vexed 
question  of  high  and  low  attenuations,  which  I  look  upon  as  a 
question  not  vital  to  Homceopathy,  Much  has  been  and  prob- 
ably will  yet  be  said  by  the  champions  of  both  parties,  and 
iiu  doubt  cures  are  experienced  with  all  doses ;  the  desideratum, 
after  all,  is  not  so  much  the  quantity  as  the  kind,  provided  the 
dose  is  kept  within  the  curative  range  of  the  drug.     A  large 
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proportion  of  the  original  symptoms  were  the  result  of  smnll 
but  appreciable  quantities  of  the  drug.  One  argument  in  favor 
of  not  carrying  the  attenuation  extravagantly  higb  eeema 
Talid. 

It  ia  well  known  that  tfae  minute  division  of  a  drug,  either  by 
solution  or  mechanical  division,  renders  it  more  active,  capable 
of  more  diversely  aflecting  the  system,  and  this  seems  to  be  the 
only  way  of  scientificaDj  accounting  forthis  increased  action  in 
our  attenuated  remedies ;  but  there  must  be  a  limit  to  the  size 
of  the  particles,  and  beyond  this  limit,  there  can  hardly  be  any 
practical  gain  by  repeating  the  process,  "  What  need  the  bridge 
much  broader  than  the  flood?"  Tfae  theory  of  minute  division 
of  the  DiedioiDal  substance  can  be  demonstrated,  in  the  lower 
attenuations  at  least,  while  the  theory  of  dynnmization,  being 
spiritual  in  its  essence,  must  be  taken  wholly  on  faith. 

As  has  been  mentioned  by  one  of  the  leading  mind^  of  our 
schools,  the  farther  we  remove  ourselves  in  our  practice  from 
demonstrable  quantities,  the  farther  we  separate  ourselves  from 
other  scientific  investigators,  and  by  such  action  we  shall  cer- 
tainly lose  somewhat.  We  must  ourselves  become  scientific 
inquirers,  seeking  to  discover  truth  and  serve  the  ends  ot 
humanity,  and  we  cannot  do  so  by  striving  tn  separate  ourselves 
as  far  as  possible  from  others  who  are  laboring  to  help  their 
I)rother-man.  Let  us  endeavor,  in  al)  charity,  to  adopt  what- 
ever our  senses  and  our  consciences  tel)  us  is  right,  and  give 
others  the  fullest  scope  to  do  the  same.  There  is  one  other  point 
which  seems  liable  to  induce  habits  of  laxity  in  prescribiog, — 
the  plan  of  prescribing  by  characteristics.  An  expect  paleon- 
tologist will,  from  a  single  fossil  bone,  sometimes  be  able  to 
bnild  up  the  complete  skeleton  of  au  animal  belonging  to  ages 
long  gone  by  ;  a  mariner  picks  up  on  the  ocean  a  figure-head,  or 
a  peculiar  piece  of  timber,  and  from  this  gives  the  name  of  some 
vessel  wrecked  and  "  gone  down  "  at  sea.  On  something  the  same 
plan,  an  attempt  has  been  made,  by  a  system  of  characteristic 
symptoms,  to  build  up  the  complete  set  of  symptoms  calling  for  a 
given  remedy  by  some  single  peculiar  symptom  ;  if  this  could 
be  done  with  any  degree  of  certainty,  medical  schools  would  be 
needless,  and  the  whole  art  of  prescribing  might  be  epitomized 
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in  a  work  scarcely  larger  than  a  pocfcet^dictioaary.  Tbia  pho 
of  prescribing  by  single  characteristic  eymptoms,  so  called, 
is  entirely  contrary  to  all  the  teachings  of  the  founders  of  our 
system ;  and  although  I  believe  that  in  medicine  we  are  not 
too  blindly  to  follow  all  the  teachings  of  the  early  founders, 
yet  I  cannot  but  think  this  "  short  cut  through  the  woods  "  is  a 
direct  blow  at  first  principles.  Disease  is  to  us  manifested  by 
the  totality  of  symptoms,  and  it  is  the  totality  of  symptoms 
that  we  are  to  treat.  It  is  hardly  probable  that  one  peculiar 
symptom  will  always  inrolre  the  same  set  of  accompanying 
sensations  and  conditions.  In  closing,  let  me  beg  of  you  that 
you  devote  all  your  working  hours  to  the  pursuit  of  the  vsrioiu 
studies  marked  out  fur  you,  and  do  not  assume  the  responsibility 
of  active  practice  except  under  the  advice  of  your  instnictora, 
as  you  will  thereby  rest  under  the  constant  danger  of  failing  in 
your  attempts  and  bring  discredit  upon  the  institution  which 
you  hereafter  hope  to  hail  as  your  Alma  Mater.  Let  no  excuse, 
save  ill-health  or  mental  incapacity,  answer  foran  unsatisfactoiy 
result  at  examination.  The  standard  of  proficiency  has  beeu 
advanced  and  established,  that  those  who  go  out  into  the  world 
with  the  diploma  of  this  school  may  prove  an  honor  to  the 
cause  and  a  benefit  to  mankind.  With  a  firm  belief  in  yonr 
ability  and  determination,  I  welcome  you  to  the  good  work. 


SULPHUR. 

BT  D.   DTCK  BBOWN,    H.A.,  K  D. 

[From  (A<  XonChly  Somaopatliic  BraUu.] 
The  following  Is  the  concluding  lecture  of  a  course  on  Materia 
Medica  delivered  in  Aberdeen  during  the  Summer  Session  of 
1876:  — 

OeTiHemen,  —  Sulphur  is  a  medicine  which.  In  the  allop^ic 
Fharmacopceia,  occupies  a  very  minor  position  indeed,  but  in 
bom€Dopathic  practice,  it  is  one  of  those  remedies  we  could 
least  do  without,  and  one  which  is  used  by  us  to  a  very  great 
extent.  In  old-school  practice,  its  virtues,  to  judge  of  its  use 
in  disease,  are  nearly  limited  to  forming  part  of  a  laxative  elec- 
tuary, made  up  with  other  laxatives,  and  to  its  external  use  m 
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a  remedy  for  the  itch.  But  you  require  to  come  to  the  homceo- 
path  to  iearn  the  inestimable  Tirtue  and  value  of  this  medicine. 
We  shall  see  as  we  proceed  that  some  of  its  homfeupathic  uses 
have  been  known  to  old-school  physicians,  but  employed  in 
pnictice  only  by  a  few. 

That  Sulphur  has  an  elective  affinity  for  the  skin  has  lon^  been 
known,  and  it  is  said  in  old-school  books  to  "  determine  to  the 
skin."  Thi4  has  amply  been  oouGnued  by  homoeopathic  prov- 
ings,  and  by  o'tservation  of  the  effects  of  sulphur  baths  and  of 
sulphurous  waters,  as  those  of  Harrowgate  and  of  Eaux-Bonnes 
in  tho  Pyrenees.  We  find  that  it  causes  a  feeling  as  of  heat 
and  burning,  with  itching,  which  is  relieved  by  scratching,  and 
made  worse  with  the  heat  of  the  bed.  It  also  produces  various 
eruptions,  sometimes  in  the  form  of  papules,  and  at  other  times 
of  vesicles,  which  the  papules  may  develop  into.  The  ves- 
icles may  go  on  to  form  pustules,  and  in  some  cases  boils. 

Like  all  drugs  which  hnve  a  marked  action  on  the  skin,  it 
shows  also  a  marked  affinity  for  mucous  membranes.  We  find 
in  the  provings,  confirmed  by  the  observations  of  the  etTects  of 
sulphurous  waters,  that  the  whole  tract  of  mucous  membrane, 
from  the  eye  downward  to  the  anus,  is  affected,  with  its  branch 
or  off -set,  the  respiratory  mucous  membrane. 

In  these  affections  we  do  not  find  acute  irritation  or  inflam- 
mation, such  as  we  saw  produced  by  Arsenic,  There  is  rather 
an  element  of  chronicity,  if  I  may  term  it,  in  its  action,  or  of 
venoaityt  as  some  writers  term  it.  By  this  is  meant  not  that 
acute  arterial  congestion  which  we  saw  in  Arsenic&ndBdladonna, 
but  a  slower,  more  chronic  congestion,  which  is  more  venous 
than  arterial.  All  homoeopaths  remark  this.  We  shall  see 
this  element  running  through  the  whole  action  of  Sulphur,  and 
indicating  its  therapeutic  use  correspondingly. 

In  the  eyes  we  find  injection,  of  a  non-acute  character,  of 
the  conjunctiva,  with  redness  and  congestion  of  the  lida,  and 
tendency  to  Meibomian  discharge.  In  the  nose,  there  is  also 
a  catarrhal  condition  of  a  chrenio  form  set  up,  with  a  good  deal 
of  discharge.  In  the  chest  we  find  cough,  sometimes  dry  and 
tickling,  sometimes  with  a  good  deal  of  expectoration,  accom- 
panied with  heavineas,  oppression,  and  tightness  of  the  chest; 
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evident  tendency  to  bronchial  and  pneumonic  congestion,  and 
sometimes  even  bronchial  or  pulmonary  hemorrhage. 

In  the  stomach  there  is  a  chronic  form  of  catarrh  produced, 
and  in  the  bowels  constipation.  You  arc  all  aware  that  it  is 
said  to  be  a  laxative,  and  so  it  is  in  full  doses,  acting  chiefly  on 
the  rectum,  but  in  smaller  doses  all  the  provera  had  constipation 
developed.  Along  with  this  there  was  burning  and  itching  in 
the  rectum,  and  tendency  to  hfemorrhoids.  There  was,  mure- 
over,  some  urinary  irritation,  and  sleeplessness,  the  latter  aris- 
ing from  the  general  state  of  constitutional  irritation  produced 
by  the  drug.  Another  important  symptom  produced  in  many 
of  the  provers  was  pain,  of  a  rheumatoid  character,  affecting  the 
joints,  the  muscles,  and  often  feeling  as  if  in  the  bones.  One 
prover,  a  medical  student,  was  at  first  sceptical  as  to  these 
pains,  which  he  felt  in  a  marked  degree,  being  caused  by  the 
Sulphur,  and  continued  taking  the  medicine.  The  pains,  how- 
ever, continued  and  increased  so  long  as  he  took  it,  and  began 
to  cease  whenever  he  left  it  off.  Though  at  first  sceptical  as  to 
the  Sulphur  being  the  cause  of  these  pains,  he  ended  his  proving 
fully  convinced  that  such  was  the  case. 

Such  is  a)  general  sketch  of  the  action  of  Sulphur  ou  the 
healthy  body,  but  before  going  to  its  therapeutics  I  must  take 
notice  of  one  great  reason  for  its  extensive  employment  by  all 
bom<eopaths  since  the  time  of  Hahnemann.  Some  of  you  may 
have  heard  of  the  f&mouBpsora  theory  of  Hahnemann ,  —  a  theory 
which  has  been  the  butt  for  the  jeers  of  the  allopaths  up  to  the 
present  day,  and  which  they  triumphantly  point  out  as  an 
evidence  of  Hahnemann's  nbsurditios.  What  does  the  psora 
theory  mean?  Hahnemann  fiund  that  in  a  number  of  chronic 
diseases  which  came  under  his  treatment,  the  homceopntbically 
indicated  remedies  relieved,  or  ameliorated  to  a  certain  extent, 
but  failed  to  eradicate  them  completely.  When  they  seemed 
lobe  cured,  the  disease  broke  out  afresh;  and  frequently  he 
found  that  patients  remained  in  a  chronic  state  of  undefined  ill- 
hcaltb,  and  seemed  unable  to  throw  off  their  maladies  in  the 
way  that  others  did.  In  seeking  for  an  explanation  of  this 
phenomenon,  which  often  marred  the  success  which  be  expected, 
the  idea  struck  him  that  such  cases  were  the  subjects  of  what 
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he  called  a  "chronic  raiaem."  By  this  he  meant  some  constU 
tutioniil,  or,  as  we  should  say,  some  diathetic  peculiarity  which 
was  deeply-rooted  in  the  constitution  and  modified  all  the  com- 
plaints of  that  poPDon  to  such  an  extent  as  to  prevent  the 
thorough  and  satisfactory  cure  of  their  ailments  by  the  ordinary 
homceopatbically  indicated  remedies. 

He  concflired  that  there  were  three  chief  miaams,  which  be 
said  were  the  itch,  syphilis,  and  sycosis.  The  first  manifested 
itself  locally  by  the  occurrence  of  skin  symptoms,  or  the  ten- 
dency to  them,  resembling  the  itch ;  the  second  by  the  usual 
syphilitic  appearances;  and  the  third  by  condylomata  or 
muDUUs  tubercles  at  the  anus.  At  present,  as  bearing  on  our 
subject,  we  need  only  take  up  the  first  chronic  miasm,  the 
itch  or  psora.  Now,  in  our  day,  and  with  our  knowledge  of 
the  differeutiutiou  of  the  itch  proper  from  other  cutaneous  dis- 
orders more  or  leas  resembling  it,  and  with  our  knowledge  that 
the  itch  or  scabies  depends  od  the  presence  of  a  parasite,  the 
<xcarua  acabiei,  this  theory  that  the  itch  is  at  the  bottom  of 
numerous  irregular  or  abnormal  forms  of  disease;  seems  the 
height  of  absurdity,  and  it  is  from  this  point  of  view  that  our 
opponents  enjoy  such  hearty  laughter  at  the  expense  ot  Hithne- 
mann  and  homceopnths.  But  we  must  keep  in  view  that  pa- 
thology and  the  diugnosi?  especially  of  skin  diseases,  were  far 
behind  in  the  days  when  Hahnemann  promulgated  bis  theory, 
compared  to  what  they  now  are.  Keeping  this  in  view,  the 
more  closely  you  look  into  this  psora  theory  the  more  evident 
is  the  great  truth  at  (he  bottom  of  it,  and  the  more  clearly  is 
the  genius  of  Hahnemann  shown  lu  his  admirably  thought-out 
and  argued  theory. 

Whoever  reads  what  he  says  on  this  subject  will  see  at  once 
that  he  confounds  the  disease  which  we  know  as  scabies,  or  the 
itch,  with  other  skin  eruptions,  resembling  it  more  or  less  in 
external  manifestations.  Every  one  who  has  practised  for  any 
length  of  time  has  seen  cases  which  at  first  sight  are  extremely 
like  scabies,  and  can  only  be  differentiated  by  a  careful  exami- 
nation of  the  parts,  aided  by  the  history  of  the  case,  the  length 
»f  its  duration,  the  probability  of  exposure  to  the  specific  con- 
tagion of  scabies,  the  state  of  the  general  health,  and  some- 
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times  only  hy  the  fAiliirfl  of  the  treattnent,  which  is  always 
succeasful  io  true  scabies, — the  external  applicatioD  of  sulphur 
oiiilment  for  a  few  duys. 

Here  was  HahDemann's  mistake,  —  a  mistake  incident  to  the 
state  of  advancement  of  pathology  and  diagnosis  in  his  day. 
Under  the  general  term  of  the  itch  he  included  all  chrouio 
papular,  vesicular,  and  even  some  pustular  skin  diseases ;  for 
we  know  that  true  scabies  has  three  stages,  —  the  papular,  ve- 
sicular, and  pustular  stages.  AH  or  most  of  these  and  other 
chrouio  skin  eruptions  are  aisociated  with  the  same  itching  of 
the  skin.  Were  it  only  for  one  remark  he  makes,  namely,  that 
what  he  called  the  itch  sometimes  disappeared  and  reappeared, 
sometimes  was  hardly  visible,  and  again  only  showed  a  papular 
elevation  as  below  the  skin,  it  would  be  clear  that  he  included 
a  number  of  skin  eruptions  under  the  general  name  itch. 

He  noticed  that  many  of  the  chonic  cases  of  disease  which  he 
had  failed  to  cure  by  the  ordiuary  homceopathically  indicated 
remedies  had  a  history  at  some  former  time,  or,  even  along 
with  the  disease  under  treatment,  of  some  trivial,  it  might  be, 
eruption  on  the  skin.  Occasionally  he  found  that  the  chronic 
disease  began  from  the  period  of  the  iu-going  of  some  skin- 
rash,  it  might  be  even  in  childhood. 

Cases  were  often  noticed,  aud  even  then  recorded,  where 
itch  or  skin  diseases  were  rapidly  cured,  or  rather  driven  in, 
by  external  applications,  and  were  followed  by  the  develop- 
ment of  epilepsy,  amaurosis,  or  general  dishealth.  Finally,  he 
noticed,  and  others  did  also,  that  these  patients  got  better  when 
the  skin  eruptions  came  out  again.  A  case  has  been  recorded 
in  Vienna  by  one  of  the  most  noted  oculists  of  the  day,  in 
which  amaurosis  came  on  after  the  rapid  cure,  or  rather  driving 
in,  of  a  skin  eruption,  and  in  which,  when  Iho  rash  came  out 
again,  the  man  regained  his  sight. 

Such  were  the  group  of  phenomena  which  led  this  great  and 
original  mind  to  enunciate  the  theory  that  a  large  class  of 
chronic  diseases  depended  upou  a  constitutional  taint,  —  a  con- 
stitutional  tendency  to  skin  disease,  — the  disease  beiug  either 
latent,  or  having  been  repercussed  or  driven  in  by  external 
treatment,  and  therefore  not  cured. 
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This  be  called  the  psora  theory.  la  there  anything  absurd  in 
this  ?  Quite  the  reverse.  And  iu  our  more  moderu  day,  when 
pathology,  general  science,  and  diagnosis  are  much  more  ad- 
Ttinced,  we  find  the  best  men  advocating  the  same  or  a  similar 
theory.  "We  all  know  the  influence  of  a  strumous  taint ;  how 
diseases  existing  in  a  strumous  constitution  are  not  ame- 
nable to  the  same  treatment  as  the  same  complaint  existing  in  a 
healthy  person,  but  require  some  other  modifying  agency.  We 
find  the  most  recent  writers  on  skin  disease  stating  their  belief 
in  the  existence  of  a  herpetic  ort^aWreux  diathesis,  aa  it  is  called 
in  English  and  French,  —  a  diathesis  which  is  none  other  than 
the  psora  of  Hahnemann,  under  a  different  name. 

We  frequently  meet  with  patients  who  have  an  alternation  of 
some  slight  itching  skin  eruption  and  general  dishealtb,  the 
dishealth  coming  on  as  the  rash  goes  in,  and  continuing  nutil 
it  again  makes  its  appearance.  Every  one  knows  now  how 
latent  gont  will  modify  certain  diseases,  rendering  bronchitis, 
asthma,  and  eczema  very  intractable,  until  treated  for  the  gouty 
tendency.  And  not  long  ago  Sir  James  Simpson  called  the 
attention  of  the  profession  to  the  cause  of  a  very  chronic  and 
intractable  form  of  gastric  and  intestinal  irritation,  which  he 
believed  was  produced  by  an  eruption  on  the  gastro-intestinal 
mucous  membrane,  and  could  only  be  cured  by  causing,  by 
means  of  internal  treatment,  the  appearance  of  the  eruption  on 
the  skin,  on  the  development  of  which  the  gastric  disease  got 
well,  and  fur  which  he  gave  Car. 

All  these  fiicts  show  what  an  important  truth  lies  at  the  bot- 
tom and  is  the  easonce  of  what  Hahnemann  named  the  psora 
theory.  And  because  his  means  of  diagnosis  and  pathology 
were  limited  in  hts  day,  and  induced  him  to  believe  that  all 
these  multiferious  skiu  diseases  which  he  refers  to  were  diver- 
sified forms  of  scabies  or  the  itch,  is  that  any  reason  why  our 
shallow  opponents  should  jeer  at  the  whole  thing?  Rather  let 
us,  with  onr  improved  knowledge,  join  in  enunciating  more 
correctly  than  Hahnemann  was  able  to  do  the  great  truth  at  the 
bottom  of  the  pdora  theory,  and  delight  to  face  the  sneers  of 
shallow  allopaths  by  honoring  the  genius  of  this  great  physi- 
cian. 
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With  euch  views  as  to  the  cause  of  many  chronic  maladies, 
HahDcmaaD  set  to  work  to  discover  what  medioiDes  would 
meet  this  paoric  diathesis,  aud  these  he  classed  as  anti-psorics. 

In  his  day  even,  the  use  of  Sulphur  iDteroally,  as  well  aa  ex- 
ternally, was  kuowD  aud  made  use  of  in  the  treatment  of  vari- 
ous skin  diseases,  and  as  his  provings  brought  to  light  the 
specific  action  of  Sulphur  in  produciag  skin  eruptions  of  a  pap- 
ular and  vesicular  cbamcter,  combined  with  heat  aud  itching  of 
the  skin,  he  placed  Sulphur  at  the  head  of  his  auti-psorio 
remedies;  aud  with  this  new  weapon,  at  least  this  weapon 
administered  on  his  theory  of  modifying  the  darlreux  or  psorio 
tendency  of  certain  patients,  he  found  he  had  success  where 
before  he  failed.  The  same  success  has  been  obtained  by  every 
homceopath  since  bis  time,  and,  as  we  shall  go  on  to  sec.  Sul- 
phur administered  thus,  or,  as  in  old-school  terms,  as  au  alter- 
ative, has  a  remarkable  curative  action. 

In  most  chronic  diseases  with  which  we  meet,  we  derive 
great  advantage  from  commencing  the  treatment  by  Sulphur,  or 
giving  it  intercurrently  with  other  remedies.  It  has  also  beau 
oRen  found  that  if  a  medicine  which  seems  clearly  to  be  homoe- 
opathically  indicated  fails,  if  you  stop  it  and  give  a  short  course 
of  Sulphur,  this  medicine  seems  so  to  alter  the  system  that  it 
then  is  susceptible  to  the  action  of  the  first  remedy  ;  and  again 
we  often  find  that  if  a  remedy  goes  so  far,  and  then  seems  to 
lose  its  effect,  a  few  doses  of  Sulphur  seem  to  rouse  the  dor- 
mant energies  of  the  system,  which  again  responds  to  the 
action  of  the  former  drug. 

One  of  our  most  recent  converts  tells  us  that  he  was  at  one 
time  the  bitterest  opponent  of  lloniceupathy  that  ever  existed, 
that  he  took  an  active  part  in  expelling  from  a  Society  one  of 
its  members  who  had  turned  homoeopath  ;  that  he  actively  sup- 
ported the  passing  of  a  law  in  this  Society  forbidding  the 
admission  of  any  homoeopath,  —  but  that  bis  own  experience  had 
been  the  means  of  completely  changing  his  views  and  opening 
his  eyes.  He  hod  gut  into  a  chronic  state  of  ill-health.  Ho 
tried  allopathic  treatment  for  two  years  at  the  bunds  of  the  Iwat 
men  in  the  old  school.  Ke  had  gone  to  watering-places,  tried 
change  of  air  and  sceue,  and  finally  loft  bis  practice  for  a  length 
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ened  foreign  travel  ia  hopes  of  restoration  to  health.  This 
failed,  and  be  had  resolved  to  give  up  practice  altogether,  when 
he  was  introduced  to  a  homceoputhic  doctor,  and  as  a  last 
resource  agreed  to  try  his  treatment.  He  was  prescribed  a 
high  dilution  of  Sulphur,  and  by  meaua  of  tiiia  medicine  alone 
be  was  completely  cured.  He  began  practice  in  vigorous 
health,  and  is  now  an  enthusiastic  homceopath. 

This  is  an  illustration  of  what  is  often  found  iu  practice, 
that  cases  may  present  for  treatment  ill-defiued  and  obscure 
symptoms, — perhaps  a  combiuatiun  of  stales  which  seemingly 
have  no  connection.  In  these  cases  the  administration  of 
Sit/phur  has  often  a  marked  influence  in  improving  or  altering 
the  general  dyscraaia. 

In  scrofula  it  is  a  most  valuable  medicine,  given  intercur- 
rentty  with  others;  and,  not  to  speak  of  rheumatism,  which 
requires  a  special  notice.  Sulphur  has  a  marked  modifying  in- 
fluence iu  gouty  and  rheumatic-gouty  affections.  It  does  not 
seem  desirable  to  continue  Sulphur  too  long,  as  after  producing 
its  effect  it  sometimes  ceases  to  be  of  further  service. 

In  rheumatism  it  is  of  essential  service.  You  will  remomhor 
the  decidedly  rheumatoid  paina  which  I  mentioned  as  being  set 
up  in  the  provers  by  Sulphur;  its  houHeopathtctty  to  rheumatism 
Is  therefore  clear.  Here  we  find  the  same  chronic  tendency  of 
the  iSu^Aur-indicating  complaints.  It  is  not  in  acute  but  in 
chronic  rheumatism  that  its  effects  are  best  shown ;  and  in  treat- 
ing a  case  of  chronic  rheumatism  it  is  generally  a  good  thing  to 
commence  with  a  course  more  or  less  prolonged,  according  to 
the  result,  of  Sulphur.  Also,  after  an  attack  of  acute  rheuma- 
tism is  over,  and  a  certain  amount  of  stiffness  remains,  Sulphur 
comes  in  to  be  of  service.  This  use  of  Sulphur,  viz.  in 
rheumatism,  has  long  been  kuown,  though  not  utilized  by  tho 
old  school  to  any  extent,  chiefly,  I  believe,  because  it  savored 
of  HomoBopatby.  "Give  a  dog  s  bad  name  and  hang  him"; 
say  that  a  medicine  is  bomoaopatbic,  or  is  chiefly  used  by 
bomceopalhs,  and  you  will  get  hardly  any  one  to  use  it.  But 
long  ago  a  famous  prescription  in  chronic  rheumatism  was 
called  the  "  Chelsea  Pensioner^"  and  in  it  the  principal  ingre- 
dient was  Sulphur.     And  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland  we  have 
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the  same  thing  aa  tfae  "  pensioDer"  in  the  simple  "  brimdtone 
and  whiskey.*'  Dr.  Fuller  also,  in  his  book  on  rheumatism, 
spealca  very  highly  of  Sulphur  in  ohronic  rheumatism.  Here 
we  have  another  example  of  the  value  of  a  homceop&thio  medi- 
cine testified  to  extinaively  by  others  than  those  of  our  school. 
When,  in  the  course  of  acute  rheumatism,  the  heart  is  afiected, 
we  sometimes  find  thut  a  well-marked  bruit  disappears  within  a 
short  time,  and  in  this,  I  think,  we  are  materially  assisted  by 
Sulphur. 

From  the  marked  action  which  we  have  already  seen  that 
Sulphur  has  upon  the  skin  in  producing  various  eruptions,  with 
itching,  it  is,  as  we  might  expect,  one  of  our  most  valuable 
remedies  in  skin  diseases.  In  general  itchiness  of  the  skin,  or 
pruritus,  without  evident  cause,  and  without  any  eruption 
except  what  is  produced  by  scratching,  Sulphur  almost  always 
removes  this  state.  In  prurigo  we  also  find  it  of  much  service, 
and  in  must  papular  eruptions.  Especially  it  is  of  service  in 
those  multifiirious  eruptions  of  an  indefinite  character  which 
appear  iu  unhealthy  children,  or  during  the  period  of  dentition. 
In  eczema,  and,  in  fact,  in  most  chronic  skin  diseases,  we  find 
Sulphur,  ^vea  intercurrently,  of  service  iu  hastening  the  cure. 
Acne  of  the  face,  a  most  obstinate  and  troublesome  afiection,  is 
often  cured  by  Sulphur  alone.  So  also  is  it  of  service  in  those 
anomalous  face  eruptions  which  sometimes  appear  on  the  coun- 
tenances of  young  ladies  in  connectiou  with  meustrual  disorders. 
In  fact,  there  is  hardly  an  affection  of  the  skin  which  is  not 
benefited  by  a  course  or  occasional  doses  of  Sulphur.  Boils  are 
well  known  to  be  very  apt  to  occur,  and  to  continue  in  suc- 
cessive crops,  to  prevent  which,  SiUpkur  is,  perhaps,  the  best 
medicine.  So  also  with  recurrent  styes,  though  it  will  not 
check  the  formation  of  an  individual  stye. 

Leaving  the  skin,  and  coming  to  the  mucous  membranes,  I 
shall  first  speak  of  the  ei/ea.  Its  chief  use  is  in  chrouio 
catarrhal  infiammation  of  the  conjunctiva,  and  especially  when 
occurring  in  an  unhealthy  constitution.  In  no  form  of  eye 
disease  is  the  action  of  Sulphur  more  beautifully  seen  than  iu 
strumous  ophthalmia.  I  have,  over  and  over  again,  had  a  child 
brought  to  me  with  such  photophobia  that  it  walked  into  the 
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room  with  its  eyes  quite  closed,  and  ita  hands  up  before  them, 
while  it  was  uselesa  to  attempt  to  see  into  the  eyes.  This,  in 
such  cases,  is  the  less  necessary,  as  the  objective  appearancoa 
in  strumous  ophthnlmia  are  so  trifling  in  proportion  to  the  great 
photophobia.  1  have  giren  such  a  child  nothing  but  a  pilule  of 
Sulphur^,  three  times  a  day,  and  had  it  brought  back  in  a 
week's  time  looking  up  with  ita  eyes  wide  open. 

In  my  experience  no  drug  produces  such  marked  and  rapid 
improvement  iu  this  dieeaae  as  Sulphur,  Sometimes  we  require 
nothing  else  to  complete  the  cure,  at  other  times  we  find  the 
Sulphur  go-so  far,  and  require  to  be  assisted  by  Calcarea  or 
Arsenic.  Some  practitioners  use  it  even  in  acute  conjunctivitis, 
but  the  place  of  Sulphur  is  chiefly  in  chronic  afiections,  and 
it  is  in  these  that  wo  see  ita  action  so  clearly.  In  chronic 
nasal  catarrh,  or  where  there  is  a  tendency  to  frequent  recur- 
rence of  this  on  the  least  exposure,  a  course  of  Sulphur  is  of 
benefit. 

Proceeding  further  down  the  course  of  mucous  membrane, 
we  find  the  action  of  Sulphur  manifested  in  the  stomach  in 
causing  a  chronic  form  of  catarrh.  And  in  practice,  as  I  men- 
tioned in  speaking  of  ^ux  vom.,  we  get  great  benefit  from  giv- 
ing in  chronic  cases  of  dyspepsia,  especially  with  constipation, 
a  dose  of  Sulphur  at  bed-time,  some  other  medicine  being  given 
through  the  day. 

Coming  now  to  the  intestines,  we  have  aeen  that  the  rectum 
ia  the  part  which  chiefly  suffers  ;  constipation,  wilh  itching  and 
buniing  in  the  anus,  and  tendency  to  piles,  was  produced. 
This  is  the  result  of  moderate  doses  of  Sulphur,  aa  maaaive 
doses  act  as  a  purgative. 

In  tlie  last  century,  Suiidelin,  writing  on  the  use  of  Sulphur 
in  piles,  states  hia  belief  that  thia  drug  has  a  specific  action  on 
the  rectum.  And  this  is  evidently  believed  by  allopaths,  who 
in  preacriliing  fur  constipation  with  piles  invariably  give  an 
electuary  containing  Sulphur.  If  it  had  not  a  specific  effect  on 
the  rectum,  why  ahould  not  any  purgative  pill  have  aa  good  an 
effect? — but  it  ia  not  so.  These  purgative  doses  of  Sulphur 
given  by  allopathe  sometimes  aggravate  the  piles.  I  know  of 
one  case  in  particular  in  which  thia  resulted.     Our  proTinge 
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very  clearly  bring  out  tliis  specific  action  of  Sulphur  on  the 
rectum. 

In  chronic  constipation  yon  may  often  give  Sulphur  alone  for 
a  week  or  eo  with  great  advantiige,  or,  as  I  advised  you  in 
a  former  lecture,  give  it  at  bed-time,  with,  say,  Nvx  vom. 
through  the  day.  Besides  being  of  great  value  by  itself  as  a 
remedy  in  couetipatiun,  it  seems  remarkably  to  assist  and  to 
be  assisted  by  2fux  vom.  Both  together,  or  rather  I  should 
aay  the  one  by  day  and  the  other  at  night,  act  much  more 
successfully  than  either  separately.  No  doubt  its  constitutional 
or  anti-paoric  value  has  something  to  do  with  this.  But  it 
is  especially  when  constipation  is  associated  with  piles  ur  when 
piles  are  associated  with  or  caused  by  constipation,  that  the 
Sulphur  treatment  comes  out  well.  Whea,  as  we  saw,  when 
speaking  of  Ifux  vom.,  portal  congeetiou  was  produced  by  or 
associated  with  constipation  and  piles,  we  find  the  Sulphur  play 
a  marked  part.  And  in  chronic  liver  disorders,  with  more  or 
less  of  a  chronically  congested  state  of  the  oi^oo,  a  course  of 
Sulphur  is  of  the  greatest  service. 

Another  use  ol  Sulphur]  liequeutly  employ.  In  sub-acute  or 
chronic  afiections,  when  some  other  medicine  tbau  Sulphur  is  in- 
dicated, and  yet  the  patient  is  troubled  with  costiveness,  and  has 
been  in  the  habit  of  relieving  the  bowels  by  purgative  pills,  I 
can  generally  quite  enable  htm  to  dispense  with  these  abomina- 
tions by  giving  a  pilule  of  Sulphur  at  bedtime.  For  example, 
in  a  case  I  lately  had  of  chronic  cystitis,  which  was  cured  by  Van- 
Iharides,  the  patient  said  that  his  bowels  were  so  obstinate  that 
for  some  months  be  htid  bud  to  use  a  purgative  pill  every  night 
or  two.  In  this  case,  with  the  administration  of  a  pilule  of 
Sulphur  at  bed-time,  the  man  was  able  to  give  up  his  old  purga- 
tive pill,  as  the  bowels  moved  easily  every  day,  and  when  his 
cystitis  WHS  cured,  his  bowels  were  acting  naturally  every  day, 
and  this  although  he  had  not  been  taking  the  pilule  for  a  little 
time.  Here,  therefore,  with  the  Sulphur,  was  a  cure,  not 
a  mere  temporary  relief,  us  a  purgative  give>». 

Next  let  us  look  at  the  action  of  Sulphur  on  the  respiratory 
organs.  We  have  seen  that  in  the  provings,  a  cough,  some- 
times dry,  sometimes  loose,  was  developed,  with  oppression 
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and  tightness  on  the  ohest.  We  see  this  same  action  derelopcid 
in  the  use  of  sulphur  baths,  aud  from  the  iuternal  use  of  sul- 
phurous waters,  as  those  of  Eaux -Bonnes  in  the  Pyrenees.  Of 
the  action  of  these  waters  it  is  iutereeting  to  bear  what  Trousseau 
and  Pidoux  say. 

To  begin  with,  "The  elective  action  of  this  mineral  water" 
(Eaux-Bonnes) ,  they  state,  "on  the  respiratory  apparatus  is 
incontestable." 

The  following  observations  I  give  you  from  the  invaluable 
work  on  Materia  Medica  by  these  accomplished  physicians. 

"  It  is  rare,"  they  say,  "that  after  three  or  four  weeks'  use 
at  the  most  of  the  waters  of  Eaux-Bonnes,  patients  do  not  ex- 
perience a  sensation  of  sharp  heat  in  the  larynx  and  isthmus 
fauciuDi,  a  dry,  stifiing,  or  choking  peculiar  cough,  with  a  con- 
strictive irritation  at  the  entrance  of  the  respiratory  passages, 
some  dyspncea,  mingled  with  a  feeling  of  weight  and  oppres- 
sion (or  obstruction)  in  the  thorax,  viigiie  pains  in  the  chest- 
wklls,  principally  under  the  clavicles,"  etc. 

"Another  interesting  fact  corroborating  the  above,  is  the 
following: — We  have  observed  that  persons  who  take  the 
waters  of  Eaux-Bonnes  very  readily  contract  catarrhs,  espe- 
cially the  first  time  they  use  them.  In  persons  already  affected 
with  chronic  irritation,  more  or  less  deep-seated,  of  the  respi- 
ratory apparatus,  the  least  cold  produces  bronchitis  and  pul- 
monary congestion.  This  medicinal  catarrh  is  smartly  acute, 
and  terminates  quickly  by  an  easy,  opaque,  critical  expectora- 
tion. There  is  do  obstinate  bronchial  expectoration  in  a  natu- 
ral disease,  in  which  the  water  is  administered  where  a  sub- 
stitutive catarrh  does  not  occur,  which,  once  terminated,  so 
modifies  the  bronchial  mucous  membrane  that  the  sulphurous 
waters  can  then  be  borne  in  lai^er  doses,  while  even  the  vicis- 
situdes of  atmospheric  temperature  can  be  borne  with  impu- 
nity." 

The  waters  even  produce  biemoptysia,  but  Trousseau  and 
Pidoux  say  that  this  artiGcial  or  medicinal  htemoptysia  is  of  no 
moment;  it  ceases  of  itself,  requires  no  special  treatment,  and 
no  more  Interferes  with  the  progress  of  the  case  than  to  make 
the  waters  better  borne  after  it  is  gone.     It  is  easily  distin- 
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guisbed  fi-om  the  heemoptjsis  which  occurs  in  phthisia.  A  more 
recent  writer.  Dr.  Leudet,  in  the  Practitioner,  describes  the 
same  thing. 

Having  thus  seen  the  remarkable  physiological  action  of 
these  waters  upon  the  respiratory  apparatus,  let  us  see  what 
diseases  Troiisseau  and  Pidoux  say  they  cure.  They  go  on  to 
state  that  "  lengthened  clinical  experience  pronounces  the  effi- 
cacy of  these  waters  in,  1.  Susceptibility  to  catarrh  of  the 
isthmus  faucium,  of  the  larynx,  and  of  the  bronchi,  especially 
the  latter;  2.  Chronic  inflammation  and  confirmed  catarrh  of 
these  organs,  whether  simple  or  spasmodic,  whether  co-existing 
or  not  with  emphysema;  3.  In  foilicitlar  or  glandular  sore 
t\^Toa.t  {angine  granuUe  ou  gloTiduleuse)  ;  4.  Phthii^is.  Wo  do 
not  speak  especially  (nous  ne  parlous  pas)  of  chronic  pleu- 
risies, of  empyema  with  or  without  fistula,  of  vomicie  incom- 
pletely cured,  and  of  all  the  remains  of  serious  inflammatioDs 
of  the  respiratory  organs."  They  then  go  on  to  say :  "  Whst 
strikes  one  most  mirkedly,  after  a  careful  clinical  study  of  the 
action  of  the  waters  of  Eaux-Bonnes,  is  the  profoundness  of 
its  action  (prqfondeur).  We  would  say  that  these  waters  affect 
the  most  deep-seated  and  elementary  particles  of  the  animal 
organism.  They  penetrate  very  deeply;  they  go  to  the  basis 
of  organization.  It  is  for  this  rea.son  doubtless  that  their 
efTects  are  so  stable  and  lasting";  and  for  this  reason,  also, 
that  they  are  not  only  useful  in  the  diseases  above  named,  but 
also  "in  pulmoniiry  phthisis,  a  constitutional  malady  localized 
in  the  lungs,  and  characterized  by  the  formation,  softening, 
and  suppuration  of  tubercles  in  the  degenerated  tissue  of  these 
orgnns.  It  is  against  this  so  serious  alteration  that  the  mineral 
waters  of  £uux-Bonnea  show  a  power  with  which  none  of  our 
officinal  drugs  can  compare." 

Persons  who  have  constitutional  syphilis,  who  seem  perfectly 
well  but  are  not  really  cured,  experience,  under  the  use  of 
these  waters,  an  outbreak  of  the  constitutioual  malady,  but 
the  coutinued  use  of  the  waters  soon  ceases  to  be  so  trouble- 
some, and  the  subsequent  employment  of  Mercury  or  Iodide  of 
Potassium  has  a  beneficial  effect  in  the  direct  ratio  of  the  sever- 
ity of  the  syphilitic  "  explosion." 

.._    X,ooglc 


1876.']  8ULPHDB.  ^3 

It  is  intei-esting  to  note  also  that  Galen  used  to  recommeDd 
potieata  with  phthista,  in  which  term  he  probably  iucluded 
cases  of  chronic  bronchitis  with  profuse  expectoration,  to  live 
near  Mount  Etna,  that  they  might  inhale  the  fumeB  of  sulphur. 

This  action  of  Sulphur,  which  we  have  seen  so  beautifully 
fcliowii  in  the  action  of  the  sulpliitruiis  waters  of  Eaux-Bonnoa, 
confirms  our  proviogs,  and  Sulphur  is  with  ua  a  remedy  much 
used  in  chronic  brouchitis,  with  much  expectoration  and  short- 
iiesa  of  breathing.  And  you  could  not  fail  to  observe  how 
homceopathic  are  the  remarks  of  Trousseaux  and  Pidoux,  just 
quoted.  They  state  the  value  of  these  waters  in  cases  precisely 
similar  to  thoac  produced  in  the  healthy  body  by  them. 
Chronic  bronchitis  is  now  well  known  to  be  not  infrequently 
BO  associated  with  or  caused  by  the  gouty  diathesis  that  such 
cases  are  not  thoroughly  cured  without  some  anti-gouty  treat- 
ment. This  fact  has  lately  been  much  dwelt  on  by  alloputhic 
writers,  who  ufe  Iodide  of  Potassium  in  these  cases.  In  such 
cases  Sulphur  is  of  the  greatest  service.  Vfe  do  not  see  these 
cases  in  Scotland  so  frequently  as  in  England,  owing  to  the  less 
frequent  occurrence  of  gout.  The  association  of  asthma  with 
gout  and  with  skin  diseases  is  now  also  well  known,  and  has  a 
marked  bearing  on  the  psora  theory.  In  such  cases  especially, 
and  in  asthma  generally,  Sulphur  is  a  valuable  medicine. 

We  do  nut  use  it  iu  phthisis  so  much  as  some  other  drugs ; 
and  it  is  in  tlie  chronic  cases  of  phthisis,  without  fever  or  high 
temperature,  where  it  is  of  use. 

I  cannot  do  better  than  quote  a  passage  from  Dr.  Hughes 
^^Pharmacodynamics,  art.  Sulph.),  where  he  speaks  of  this 
point,  and  of  the  cases  suited  to  the  use  of  Sulphur:  — 

"Dr.  Bayes  praises  it  in  phthisis  when  the  skin  is  eruptive. 
As  regards  this  disease  I  would  again  refer  you  to  Dr.  Leudet's 
interesting  paper.  While  showing  that  the  good  effects  of  the 
sulphurous  waters  are  principally  due  to  their  local  affinity  and 
substitutive  action,  he  goes  on  to  say  that  the  forms  and  varie- 
ties of  phthisis  in  which  they  are  most  i)eneficial  are  those  in 
which  'the  patient  is  not  only  phthisical,  but  something  else 
besides  —  rheumatic,  gouty,  or  herpetic'  These  old  'organic 
habitudes,'  he  says,  '  are  stirred  up  and  brought  to  life  by  the 
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Bulpbarous  medication.  Thej  had  been  ranquuhed  by  th« 
more  destractire  and  fatal  tubercular  diatbeais ;  but  now, 
revived,  they  in  turn  prove  antagonistic  to  it,  and  suBpend  its 
course."  "  TbiB,"  aa  Dr.  Hughes  remarks,  "  is  just  the  anti- 
psorio  use  of  Sulphur  in  other  words." 

Here  I  Toay  remind  you  of  the  action  of  the  vapor  of  bdI- 
phurous  acid  obtained  either  from  inhaling  the  fumes  of  barnlDg 
Bulpbur,  or  I^  inhalation  in  the  form  of  spray  of  the  sutpfauroos 
acid,  and  all  are  familiar  with  the  choking  feeling  and  the  epas- 
modic  cough  produced  by  accidentally  inhaling  the  fames  of  a 
lucifer  match.  You  have  gT%t  laryngeal  and  bronchial  irriti- 
tioD,  sense  of  oppression  in  the  chest,  and  difficulty  of  breath- 
ing, with  coQgh. 

The  ase  of  aulpburous  acid  spray  in  chronic  bronchitis  was 
first  brought  into  notice  by  Dr.  Dewar,  of  Kirkaldy.  I  have 
frequently  found  great  relief  produced  id  chronic  bronchitis, 
especially  nf  the  asthmatic  form,  from  this  means,  and  you  will 
see  how  purely  bomceopathic  its  action  is.  I  have  not  time  to 
go  more  particularly  into  this  point. 

In  other  cases  of  chest  disease  Sulphur  is  of  great  value. 
Hei-e  again  it  is  the  chronic  form  of  disease.  After  an  attack 
of  acute  pneumonia,  when  the  acute  symptoms  have  subsideO, 
but  you  find  the  cooBolidation  alow  to  depart,  you  will  decid- 
edly hastea  thb  process  by  the  administration  of  Sulphur.  So 
also  in  pleurisy,  wbeu  the  effusion  is  slow  of  being  absortwd 
by,  —  say  Bryonia,  —  Sulphur  heXipa  thia  atate  well,  aud  enables 
the  absorption  of  the  fluid  to  progress  more  rapidly. 

Sulphur,  in  the  provings,  was  also  found  to  caase  marked 
determination  of  blood  to  the  head,  and  congestive  headaches 
were  frequently  produced.  Therapeutically,  there  is  hardly  ■ 
single  variety  of  chronic  headache  which  is  not  benefited  by  a 
course  of  Sulphuy  or  by  it«  intercurrent  use,  while  you  will 
often  cure  such  with  the  aid  of  Stdphur  alone.  A  case  I  bad 
not  long  ago  illustrates  this.  A  young  girl  complained  of 
daily  headaches,  which  she  had  hud  for  months,  always  by  day, 
and  often  at  night  us  well,  keepiug  her  from  sleep.  She  wu 
cured  entirely  by  a  fortnight's  use  of  Sulph.  3,  in  pilules. 

Lastly,  I  must  mention  an  actioo  of  Sulphur  which  is  a  veiy 
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important  one,  and  which  was  only  recently  brought  to  light 
by  Dr.  Cooper,  of  London,  viz.  as  a  remedy  in  some  forms  of 
intermittent  neuralgia.  The  casea  suited  to  this  medicine  are 
those  where  the  neuralgic  pain — chiefly  of  the  trifacial  nerve 
—  comes  on  about  mid-day  and  lasts  for  three  or  four  hours, 
then  goes  off,  to  return  at  midnight,  going  off  again  about  three 
or  four  A.  H.  I  have  myself  repeatedly  verified  this  virtue  ol 
Sulphur,  and  have  publi»bed  several  esses  of  its  succedsfuL  use. 
Only  the  other  day  I  had  an  equally  successful  case  of  it. 

You  must  see,  from  the  sketch  which  I  have  given  you  of  the 
action  and  uses  of  Sulphur,  what  an  extremely  valuable  medi- 
cine it  ta,  and  how  much  ia  lost  by  allopaths  in  their  blind 
system  of  ignoring  aud  sneering  at  homceopathic  investigations, 
while  it  affords  another  of  the  numerous  examples  we  have 
already  had  of  tlie  occasional  use  by  the  old  school  of  a  homce- 
opathic  remedy  given  for  homceopathic  indications.  In  fact,  as 
in  the  case  of  the  most  of  the  remedies  we  have  considered  in 
this  course  of  lectures,  it  is  useless  from  an  allopathic  point  ot 
view,  except  as  a  purgative;  while,  even  then,  it  is  specially 
selected  as  a  purgntive  for  cases  in  which  the  specific  action  oi 
Sulphur  upon  the  rectum  and  in  piles  is  called  for. 

Now,  as  to  the  dose  and  preparation  of  Sulphur.  Crude  Sul- 
phur is  indicated  by  the  mark  ip,  and  triturations  are  made  fi-om 
this  in  the  usual  way,  up  to  the  4tb  centesimal;  after  which  it 
is  prepared  as  a  tincture.  Sulphur  is  soluble  in  alcohol 
in  about  the  proportion  of  one  grain  to  the  ounce.  This 
latter  preparation  has  become  of  late  rather  a  favorite  form  for 
prescribing  Sulphur,  and  bus  been  known  as  the  mother  tincture, 
but  it  ia  now  found  that  it  is  rather  an  uncertain  preparation,  as 
though  the  Sulphur  ia  thus  soluble  at  the  temperature  of  60°, 
it  is  nearly  alE  precipitated  at  the  temperature  o{&i°.  It  fol- 
lows, therefore,  that  it  is  not  a  tincture  from  which  to  prepare 
the  dilutions.  But  as  many  may  still  prefer  to  use  it,  it  is 
henceforth  to  be  known  as  Itnct.  Sulph.f.  (fortissima). 

For  myself,  I  rarely  use  any  other  duse  of  Sulphur  than  the 
Hact.  Sulph.  f.  and  the  third  centesimal.  Muny  physicians  use 
in  preference  higher  dilutions,  as  6,  12  and  30;  and  it  is  one  of 
those  drugs  which  act  well  in  all  dilutions,  but  those  which  I 
first  named  will  satisfy  you  in  most  cases.  'i    ,        LtOOQ  Ic 
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la  chronic  constipation  the  third  or  higher  dilatioDS  are 
best,  while,  when  constipation  coexista  with  some  other  dis- 
ease requiring  special  treatment,  as  in  the  case  of  cyatitia  I 
mentioned,  I  generally  use  the  Hnct.  Sulpk.f.  in  pilule. 

In  moat  chronic  disorders  the  t^ird  or  higher  is  beat,  while 
in  more  recent  coses,  in  chest  affections,  and  in  intenmtteDt 
neuralgia,  the/,  tincture  is  preferable. 


ON  THE  CLINICAL  ACTION  OF  APIS  MELLIFICA. 

BT  O.    S.    SANDERS,   M.D. 

[Bend  bf/ort  the  JfuMoeAutelt*  Somaopathie  Xtdieat  Soeietf  at  th§  AnwUl 
Meeting,  AprU,  18TS.J 

The  characteristic  phenomeDa  of  Apis  Mellifiea  are  marvel- 
lous indeed.  When  the  morbid  coudition  of  the  syatemcorre- 
sponda  to  some  pathognomonio  symptom,  it  seldom  fails  to  do 
good  eervice.  Its  sphere  of  action  is  wide,  touching  diseases 
affecting  the  dermoid  tissue,  mucous  membrane  and  glandular 
system  through  the  blood.  It  seems  strange  that  it  was  pos- 
sible for  the  medical  profession  to  have  dune  without  this  val- 
uable remedy  for  so  many  years. 

The  effects  of  the  sting  of  the  honey-bee  are  not  merely 
local,  but  the  poison  is  introduced  immediately  into  the  geneni 
circulation,  and  it  is  in  this  regard  that  the  seriousoess  exists ; 
hence.  Apis  is  indicated,  like  Lachesis,  in  alt  those  cases  of 
blood-poisoning  from  the  introduction  into  the  system  of  any 
virulent  matter.  I  am  aware  that  iu  the  controversy  concern- 
ing the  virus  of  the  honey-bee,  many  speak  highly  ia  its  fiivor 
while  others  condemn  it.  I  shall  uot  stop  to  discuss  this  ques- 
tion, but  shall  give  you,  as  briefly  as  possible,  my  own  convic- 
tions deduced  from  clinical  observation.  X  have  found  it  useftil 
in  a  large  majority  of  skin  diseases,  especially  in  all  types 
where  there  is  redness  of  the  dermoid  tissue,  with  pains  of  a 
burning  or  stinging  character,  such  aa  measles,  acarlatins, 
urticaria,  acute  pemphigus;  in  styes,  especially  on  the  left  eye- 
lid ;  in  whitlows,  in  incipient  abscesses,  iu  dropsy,  especially 
post-scarlatinal;  basilar  meuingitis  of  children  after  effusion, 
when  the  children  awake  with  a  cry ;  typho-mal&rial  fever. 
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The  following  are  some  of  the  characteristic  symptoms  of 
Apis:  a  tired  feeling,  yawning,  deep  sleep  of  short  duration, 
soreoess  at  the  pit  of  the  stomach  on  pressure,  tenderness  of 
the  abdominal  organs,  morning  diarrhoea,  yetlotv  or  greenish  in 
color,  suppressed  or  scanty  urine  of  a  reddish  color,  micturition 
painful  and  frequent,  great  apprebensiveness  in  breathing  as 
though  every  breath  would  be  the  last,  absence  of  thirst 
although  the  tongue  may  be  red  and  dry,  skin  hot  and  dry, 
sensation  of  coldness  in  the  extremities,  trembling  of  the  mus- 
cles or  short  spasms,  more  or  loss  unconaoiousness  or  partial 
delirium,  restlessnees,  desire  to  move  from  one  place  to  another, 
moody,  ill-tempered,  ugly  disposition,  a  fighting  propensity, 
bruised  feeling  in  the  muscles  of  the  back  of  the  neck,  sponta- 
neous blisters,  sores  or  ulcers  nn  the  surface  of  the  body  or  in 
the  mouth  or  throat,  or  on  the  tonsils.  A  warm  room  is  ob- 
jectionable ;  patient  prefers  a  cold  atmosphere ;  intolerable 
itching,  fugitive  in  character  on  removing  the  clothing  from  the 
body,  relieved  by  the  application  of  cold  water. 

Like  Lackesia,  Apis  affects  the  left  side  more  readily  than 
the  right,  and  the  external  tissues  are  more  quickly  acted  u[)on 
than  the  intcmnl  organs. 

Apis  symptoms  are  worse  at  night,  but  remit  on  the  approach 
of  daylight. 

The  effect  is  favorable  when  the  dryness  of  the  skin  so  yields 
that  the  surface  of  the  body  suddenly  perspires  and  as  suddenly 
dries  off. 

The  symptoms  of  Apis  should  be  compared  with  those  of 
Araenioum,  Belladonna,  Canthandes,  Lacheais,  Ledum,  and 
Jihus. 


PLACENTA   PREVIA. 

BT   0.  B.   HACXETT,    It.D.,   NEBDHAff,   MASS. 

Mrs.  T ,  aged  twenty-two,  engaged  mo  to  attend  her  at 

confinemeut,  which  she  expected  to  occur  about  the  2('th  of 
August.  She  had  no  children,  but  told  me  that  nearly  two 
years  ago  she  miscarried  at  the  fourth  month,  having  a  very 
serious  time,  and  from  which  she  never  fully  recovered.     On  the 
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25th  of  July  Cnearly  a  month  before  the  expected  time) ,  at 
11.30  p.  H.,  I  wa8  seiit  for.  Arriring  at  the  bedside,  I  found 
her  having  regular  and  frequent,  though  not  very  strong,  labor 
pains ;  said  she  had  bad  more  or  less  of  apparaot  labor  pains  at 
various  intervals  for  two  or  three  weeks,  sometimes  lasting  for 
four  or  five  hours  at  a  time,  at  others  not  more  Ibao  one  or  two 
hours. 

On  several  occasions  the  pains  had  been  so  regular  and 
severe  she  had  almost  decided  that  confinement  was  near,  and 
was  oflen  on  the  point  of  sending  for  me,  but  finally  the  pains 
would  cease  quite  suddenly,  and  she  would  have  no  more  for  a 
day  or  two.  When  finally  she  did  send  for  me.  she  had  been 
having  pains  with  tolerable  regularity  for  forty-eight  or  fifty 
hours,  the  pains  all  the  time  growing  gradually  more  severe  and 
frequent,  and  accompanied  by  a  profuse  flow  of  blood,  amount- 
ing almost  to  serious  hemorrhage. 

An  examination  revealed  the  os  well  dilated  and  filled  with  a 
portion  of  the  placenta.  Passing  the  finger  to  the  right  side,  I 
found  the  placeuta  entirely  detached  from  that  side,  but  upon 
the  left  side  I  found  the  placenta  closely  adherent  to  the  uterus. 

Passing  by  the  detached  edge  of  the  placenta  on  the  left,  I 
discovered  the  membranes  still  intact,  thick  and  strong.  I 
made  the  attempt  to  pass  the  hand  by  the  free  edge  of  the 
placenta  and  grasp  the  fcetal.bead  and  bring  it  past  the  placenta, 
but  this  proceeding  I  discoverod  would  be  sure  to  detach  the 
remainder  of  the  placenta,  which  would  thus  probably  precede 
the  head  or  advance  with  it,  and  nothing  be  gained.  Meantime 
the  pains  were  becoming  more  severe  and  protracted,  with 
hardly  perceptible  cessation  (intensified,  doubtless,  by  manipu- 
lation), and  finding  that  the  placenta  was  being  detached  from 
the  uterus  quite  rapidly,  I  decided  that  any  further  attempt  to 
change  the  course  of  labor  would  not  benefit  matters  any,  and 
therefore  I  allowed  labor  to  proceed  without  further  inter- 
ference, except  t«  carefully  watch  its  progress.  Gradually  the 
placenta  became  detached,  and  wan  forced  into  (he  vagina,  and, 
with  a  few  intense  paios,  and  what  assistance  I  could  render, 
was  quickly  delivered,  together  with  the  unruptured  membranes 
containing  the  foetus  and  its  accompanying  fiuids. 
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Upon  rupturing  the  membranes  and  removing  the  child,  a 
female,  I  discovered  that  it  still  had  aigne  of  life,  and  after  a 
few  moment  of  vigorous  manipulation,  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
eeeing  it  breathe,  and  had  the  audible  evidence  that  a  crysU 
had  arrived.  The  umbilical  cord,  upon  careful  measurement, 
was  found  to  be  four  and  seven  eighths  inches  long,  and  very 
smnll.  The  placenta  was  of  medium  nize.  The  child  weighed 
fourand  three  quarters  pounds,  and  at  present  writing  (Oct.  5) 
13  alive,  well,  and  vigorous ;  and  the  mother  is  aa  well  and 
strong  as  the  average  thus  soon  after  confinement. 


GRAPHITES  IN  AMENOBKHCEA. 

BT  C.   WESSKLHOEFT,   H.D. 

AmenorrkoBa  toith  Hemtcrania,  Ftb.  5,  1873.  — Miss  N.  H., 
nt.  thirty,  living  in  comfortable  circumstances,  and  not  obliged 
to  exert  herself,  presented  the  following  history  of  her  case : 
Hnd  always  been  delicate  and  physically  feeble  since  her  menses 
commenced,  which  was  when  about  twelve  or  thirteen  years 
old.  About  ten  years  ago  she  experienced  pelvic  symptoms  in 
the  form  of  bearing  down  ;  her  menses  became  too  profuse  and 
protracted,  and  suspecting  "  womb-trouble "  she  applied  to  a 
so-called  gynaoologist,  who  happened  to  be  one  of  that  branch  of 
practitioners  who  never  disappoint  a  woman  hy  not  discover- 
ing "  local  disease."  Tbis  was  the  diagnosis  in  this  case,  and 
"  local  treatment "  was  resorted  to.  This  consisted  in  the  intro- 
duction of  a  stem-pesaary  which  never  stayed  in  place,  and  had 
to  be  replaced  every  day  for  several  months ;  it  caused  much 
flowing  and  great  pain.  At  length  the  pessary  was  discontin- 
ued, and  from  this  time  the  menses  were  at  first  natural,  then 
lessened  in  quantity  and  duration,  till  they  ceaaed  altogether 
about  two  years  after  omitting  the  pessary. 

Since  the  absence  of  the  menstrual  flow,  this  patient  hegsu 
to  suffer  from  unilateral  headache  of  periodical  character  to 
such  a  degree  that  her  life,  which  had  always  been  made 
wretched  by  feeble  health,  now  became  a  burden  to  her. 
These  headaches  at-  first  appeared   about  once  a  week.     On 
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awaking  iu  the  morning,  a  numbness  in  the  left  side  of  the 
head  would  be  the  forenmuer  of  a  day  of  Damelesa  misery. 
The  numbness  gradually  eeemed  to  coooentrate  near  the  supra- 
orbital region  of  the  left  eye,  where  it  seemed  to  expend  all  ita 
force.  At  noon  violent  nausea  set  in,  but  without  ability  to 
vomit;  the  patient  was  tormenled  by  retching  and  straining. 
Besides  these  symptoms,  there  was  obstinate  constipation, 
backache  and  sensitiveness  of  spine,  with  great  prostration  on 
the  least  exertion.  At  intervals,  between  the  periodical  head- 
aches, the  patient  was  able  to  exercise  moderately  out-of-doors, 
and  to  occupy  herself  with  light  work.  Besides  these  periodi- 
cal severe  paioxyama,  lasting  twenty-four  hours,  she  had  a 
continuous  headache  of  a  dull  aching  kind  every  day,  especially 
mornings.  The  lifting  exercise  gave  her  much  relief  for  a 
year,  bnt  after  exertion  of  another  kind,  she  felt  a  pain  in  the 
left  groin  (ovarian  region)  which  made  it  advisable  to  discon- 
tinue that  kind  of  exercise.  Since  then  the  headache  troubles 
her  more.  JVua;  vomica  and  Lackesis  were  followed  by  relief 
of  the  constipation  only,  but  not  of  the  headache. 

On  April  11th,  the  prescription  was  Graphites  *"  two  doses, 
to  be  taken  for  two  successive  nights.  There  was  no  acute 
attack  up  to  April  21.  Some  aggravation  on  the  thirtieth  led 
to  a  repetition  of  the  medicine  given  as  above.  But  after  that 
the  patient  came  only  to  report  that  she  felt  uncommonly  welt 
and  bright.  Thence  the  headaches  recurred  very  rarely,  and 
did  not  return  for  months.  In  the  autumn  the  paroxysms  re- 
turned several  times,  which  was  traced  to  the  patient's  habit  of 
drinking  tea  several  times  a  day,  an  important  circumstance 
which  she  did  not  mention  at  first,  and  of  which  she  was  not 
suspected  when  making  her  first  report;  when  this  habit  was 
interdicted  the  headaches  ceased  permanently  and  have  not 
reappeared. 

As  it  was,  the  headaches  ceased,  but  the  menstrual  function 
was  never  re-established ;  notwithstanding  which  the  young 
woman  enjoys  good  health.  The  italicized  symptoms  were 
those  which  principally  led  to  the  use  of  Graphites. 

April  1,  1873,  Mrs.  P.,  set  thirty-one;  of  anxious,  fretfnl 
disposition,  mother  of  one  child,  but  not  pregnant  again  since 
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ten  years,  on  accoiiut  of  womb  disease  for  wbich  she  had  sub- 
mitted to  a  great  deal  df  local  treatment  for  years.  At  this 
time  tbere  was  no  visible  or  tangible  uterine  disorder ;  but  there 
existed  a  great  degree  of  iireguiarity  of  menses,  which  appeared 
at  long  intervals  and  rather  scanty. 

SeyeiBl  months  before  the  abore-aamed  date,  this  lady  had 
been  subjected  to  grent  fright  on  account  of  a  case  of  emuU-pox 
which  occurred  in  the  hou^^e,  and  wbich  worried  her  for  many 
daya,  even  after  the  8niall-|)ox  patient  had  been  removed.  Since 
that  time,  now  three  months,  ber  menses  have  been  eutirely 
absent ;  her  appetite  became  poor ;  there  were  eructatious ;  ber 
^kin  was  somewhat  jaundiced ;  her  breasts  large,  sore,  and  nod- 
ular. About  this  time  I  prescribed  Grapliit.  III.  trit.,  sir  doses, 
of  a  grain  each,  one  to  be  takeu  every  third  or  fourth  day. 

May  23d,  Mis.  P.  reported  that  ber  menses  appeared  after 
taking  three  powders;  and  again  in  five  weeks.  Having  ob- 
served the  patient  since  that  time,  I  cau  state  that  she  con- 
tinued to  menstruate  with  this  degree  of  regularity  ever  since, 
and  would  have  been  much  better  could  she  have  been  induced 
to  adopt  a  more  regular  mode  of  living  and  eating. 
[To  be  Continued.] 


A  CASE  OF  METRORBHAGrA. 

DT   WALTEB  WBSSELBOEFT,  M.  D.,  CAHBRIDOE,    HASS. 

The  following  case  appears  to  me  to  present  a  sufficient 
number  of  both  therapeutic  and  pathological  points  of  interest 
to  warrant  its  publication  :  — 

Miss  W.,  thirty-three ;  not  robust,  but  of  well-rounded  frame, 
leuco-phlegoiatic  hubit,  and  without  constitutional  taint ;  has 
always  menstruated  regularly  and  abuudautly,  but  by  no  means 
profusely,  the  beginuing  of  every  period  beiug  attended  with 
half  a  day  of  painful  dysmenorrboic  symptoms.  She  has 
passed  through  several  severe  sicknesses  in  former  years,  among 
which  are  to  be  mentioned  an  attack  of  whooping-cough  some 
twelve  years  ago  of  great  violence  and  long  duration,  and  three 
years  later,  a  typhoid  fever.     The  former  attack  was  followed  — 
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whether  in  consequence  of  the  treatment  or  the  severity  of  the 
disease,  could  not  bo  ascertained  —  by  an  enfeebled  digestion 
with  a  distressing  teudeucy  to  vomit  ntter  eating,  with  loud  and 
pHinful  retching,  especially  after  any  slight  irregularity  in  diet. 
The  typhoid  fever  left. behind  it,  in  addition  to  these  symp- 
toms, a  generally  debilitated  and  anaemic  state  accompanied  by 
persistent  costiveness  and  a  tendency  to  facial  neuralgia,  all 
of  which  symptoms  have  remained  until  the  present  day,  but 
without  either  an  organic  lesion  or  interference  with  a  tolerably 
active  mode  of  life.  Within  the  last  year,  during  which  she 
has  beeu  under  homoeopathic  treatment,  she  has  suffered  much 
less  from  dysmenorrhcea,  and  vomiting  after  meals  and  neuralgia. 
On  the  18lh  of  May  last,  while  in  her  ordinary  health,  the 
menses  set  in  at  the  regular  time,  in  normal  quantity  and  with- 
out change  in  their  character  or  accompanying  sensations.  In- 
stead of  ceasing,  however,  on  the  fifth  day  as  usual,  the  flow 
continued  unchanged  during  the  following  week  without  excit- 
ing alarm  or  causing  additional  discomfort.  Having  taken  cold 
at  time  of  the  regular  period  i>y  driving  in  an  open  carriage, 
she  suflered  from  a  distressing  and  obstinate  cough  which  dis- 
turl>ed  her  sloep  and  affocted  her  breathing.  For  this  she  con- 
sulted me  on  the  fifth  day  of  the  metrorrhagia,  t.  e.  ten  days 
after  the  setting  in  of  the  period,  mentioning  incidentally  that 
the  menses  were  continuing  unusually  long.  The  cough yieldetl 
readily  to  a  few  doses  of  Arsenic,  and  its  removal  was  attended 
with  a  general  improvement  in  the  feelings  of  the  patient,  but 
without  affecting  in  any  wny  either  the  character  or  the  quan- 
tity of  the  uterine  discharge.  Four  days  later  I  was  asked  to 
visit  the  patJent,  whom  I  found  in  excellent  spirits.  The  dis- 
charge continued  undiminished,  painless,  slightly  clotted  and 
of  a  brighter  red  than  during  the  menstrual  flow  proper,  and 
in  quantity  sufficient  to  nec,esditate  a  change  of  cloths  every 
four  or  five  hours.  The  more  mnrked  features  of  the  case  were 
the  absence  of  all  aggravation  from  moving  about ;  the  decided 
increase  of  the  flow  at  night  in  hod ;  the  appearance  of  the 
uterine  discbarge  as  the  continuation  of  the  normal  catamenia, 
and  the  total  absence  of  any  local  or  constitutional  symptoms 
to  account  for  its  existence.     Although  some  of  the  old  symp- 
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toms  of  indigestion,  snch  aa  nunsea  and  retching  after  eating 
were  present,  the  appetite  waa  fair,  (he  bowels  sluggish  as 
usual,  and  whnt  struck  me  as  peculiar,  the  evacuations,  though 
attended  with  much  sti-aining  and  effort,  caused  no  increase  of 
the  hemorrhage.  As  the  case  appeared  to  be  one  of  simple 
congestive  metrorrhagia,  and  as  a  vaginal  exaniinatioo  was  con- 
templated with  terror  by  the  patient,  this  was  not  urged  at  the 
moment.  The  usual  symptoms  of  uterine  flux,  such  as  bear- 
ing down,  aching  in  the  loins,  fulness  and  pressure,  etc.,  were 
preseut,  but  caused  no  great  discomfoii;.  Ipecac,  was  given  at 
first  in  view  of  the  active  hemorrhage  of  bright  red  blood,  the 
nausea  and  vomiting  of  food,  an  oppressed,  constricted  feeling 
in  the  chest,  and  teudeucy  to*  nervous  irritability.  This  was 
continued  for  two  days  with  but  little  change  except  a  darker 
color  of  the  discharge  and  greater  coagulability  :  as  no  decrease 
iu  the  quantity  followed  and  the  other  symptoms  became  more 
marked  in  consequence  of  the  increasing  debility,  Nux  Vomica 
was  tried,  but  without  success.  This  was  followed  by  Secale 
and  finally  by  ChamomiUa,  as  the  discharge  had  increased  in 
quantity,  was  dark  and  clotted,  au'l  discharged  iu  gushes  with 
sharp  labor-like  pains  accompanied  with  increased  irritability 
and  very  ill-humor,  a  condition  which  was  brought  about  by 
the  application  of  cold  compresses.  The  last-named  medicine 
was  followed  by  immediate  and  gratifying  improvement  which 
lasted  for  five  days.  The  discharge  had  not  wholly  ceased  nor 
lost  its  distinct  sanguinolent  character,  but  it  was  sufficiently 
diminished  to  allay  all  apprehension  of  danger  and  to  enable 
the  system  to  recuperate  its  strength  rapidly. 

On  the  morning  of  June  6th,  after  a  somewhat  restless  night 
caused  by  symptoms  of  oppression  of  the  chest,  bearing  down, 
and  slight  cramp-like  pains  in  the  bypogastrium,  the  hemorrhage 
broke  out  afresh  without  auy  apparent  cause,  as  the  patient 
had  committed  do  error  and  had  remaiued  perfectly  quiet  on 
the  hard,  coot  bed  upon  which  she  had  been  lying  fi:t>m  the 
first.  A  vaginal  examination  was  now  undertaken  without 
delay,  butreveakd  nothing  of  importance.  The  vaginal  walls, 
though  close  and  small  near  the  introitus  as  was  to  be  expected 
in  a  virgiu,  were  very  soft,  yielding,  and  loose  about  the  for- 


464  THE   NEW   ENQLAND  HBDICAL  GAZETTE.  [Oct. 

uix;  the  uterus  was  high  up  in  the  pelvis,  enlai^ed,  heavy, 
softeaed,  but  perfectly  movable;  the  cervix  thickened,  elon- 
gated, smooth,  and  somewhat  flabby,  except  at  the  right 
extremity  of  the  ob,  where  a  blight  hardness  existed  with  a  per- 
ceptible indentation,  above  which,  externally,  careful  touching 
could  discover  a  very  minute  roughness  scarcely  as  large  as 
the  head  of  a  pin.  As  the  withdrawal  of  the  finger  was  fol- 
lowed by  long-continued  and  painless  hemorrhage  in  decidedly 
larger  quantity  than  before  the  examination,  and  as  nothing 
so  far  revealed  justified  the  suspicion  ot  either  a  pathological 
or  physiological  presence  within  the  uterine  cavity  or  cervical 
canal,  further  mechanical  exploration  was  discontiuued.  The 
usual  measures,  such  as  perfect  rest,  coolness,  air,  etc.,  were 
continued  as  a  matter  of  course,  and  as  all  external  applications 
including  pressure  and  cold  had  proved  rather  injurious  than 
otherwise  before,  the  treatment  was  conlinod  strictly  to  the 
internal  administration  of  mediciues.  Secale,  Millefolium,  PuU 
aatilla.  Arsenic  exercised  uo  marked  effect,  though  the  discharge, 
which  was  painless,  bright-colored,  flowing  at  intervals,  and 
decidedly  worse  at  night,  gradually  dimiuiiihed  under  their  use 
until  June  17,  when  Ipecac,  was  given  and  followed  by  a 
marked  change  for  the  better  within  a  few  hours  in  both  the 
quantity  and  character  of  the  blood. 

Although  symptoms  of  pronounced  auEemia  were  now  pres- 
ent, the  general  condition  of  the  patient  began  speedily  to 
improve  under  a  plain,  nutritions  diet.  The  nausea  and  vomit> 
ing,  which  had  been  exceedingly  unyielding  and  injurious  by 
preventing  the  acceptance  and  digestion  of  sufficient  food,  sub- 
sided entirely,  and  the  depression  of  spirits  and  irritability 
which  had  increased  (u  a  painful  degree  followed  tbem  at  once. 
By  June  Ifitb  and  17th  only  a  very  slight  discbarge  remained, 
scarcely  enough  to  cause  a  small  stain  on  the  napkin  of  a  light, 
reddish-brown  color  and  here  and  there  with  a  slight  stringy 
clot.  During  the  day  there  was  no  discharge  whatever;  what- 
ever came  away  did  so  during  steep  at  night. 

As  the  time  for  the  regular  period  had  now  arrived,  quiet 
and  caution  were  strictly  enjoined  and  observed,  and  until  the 
night  of  the  18tb  everything  was  favorable.     But  early  >q  tbe 
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morDing  of  the  following  day  the  meustriml  molimiDa  appeared, 
followed  after  a  few  hours  by  the  usual  uterine  colic  which 
liiHted  until  the  discharge  was  well  established.  The  discharge 
was  moderate  at  first,  but  aooii  began  to  increase  to  an  alarm- 
ing degree  amounting  by  noon  of  the  same  day  to  actual  flood- 
ing. A  second  vaginat  examination  discovered  no  more  than 
the  previous  cue  except  a  more  loose  and  soft  condition  of  the 
TBginal  walls  and  of  the  uterus  itself.  The  hardness  and  in- 
dentation near  the  right  extremity  of  the  os  bad  disappeared, 
but  the  small  wart-like  roughness  still  remained.  The  hemor- 
rhage was  steady,  hut  slightly  clotted;  of  a  bright  red  color 
again :  painless  and  odorless.  Great  nausea  and  loathing  of 
food  and  drink  had  ^^in  set  in,  and,  as  the  result  of  the 
renewed  loss  of  blood,  signs  of  a  serious  degree  of  blood- 
lessness  were  showing  themselves  by  the  evening,  in  spite  of 
Ipecac,  Sabina  and  China.  Ice  applied  to  the  sacral  region 
and  to  the  abdomen  proved  as  fruitless  aa  merely  cold  application 
to  the  alidomen  and  thighs  had  been  before.  The  danger  was 
now  eo  great  that  any  but  local  and  mechautcal  means  to  check 
the  flow  were  out  of  the  question.  A  pledget  of  Unt  soaked  in 
dilute  Cincture  of  iron  was  placed  against  the  os  and  Eeld  in 
place  by  a  piece  of  fine  cambric  filled  through  a  targe-sized  Fer- 
guson's speculum  with  cottou  wool  and  lint  until  the  whole 
foruix  and  vagina  wore  full  *  and  could  be  felt  per  redum  as  a 
large  and  solid  mass. 

*  It  \i  BD  exceedlngl;  nimple  matter  to  point  oat  wben  tbe  tampon  should 
be  Dsed  in  cases  of  aterlne  hemorrhage,  as  all  tbe  tezL-hooks  aad  gyaecologi- 
cal  treatises  abandantly  show;  but  tbe  precise  wa;  of  appljlDg  It  properlj, 
safely,  aod  with  as  little  suffL'rlng  aa  possible  la  a  ver7  dllTbrent  aJfalr.  I  re- 
member seeing  in  the  earliest  ;ears  of  my  practice  an  assistant  of  the  late  Dr. 
Simpson  of  Edinburgh  attempt  to  plug  a  raglna  wttb  a  large  silk  handlier- 
chlef,  in  a  case  of  miscarriage  with  excessive  hemorrhage.  The  torture  he 
Inflicted  and  the  utter  anelessness  of  tbe  plug  after  It  was  supposed  to  be  In 
place  fllied  me  with  riltimay ;  and  It  is  a  matter  of  surprl»'e  to  me  that  piue- 
glog  In  that  ftuhlOD  should  stIU  be  recommended  on  the  authority  of  teachem 
In  the  profession,  and  attempted  by  men  of  experience,  aa  I  have  bad  occasion 
to  witness  very  lately.  Let  no  young  practltlonur  thiuk  that  a  silk  handker- 
chief or  Siny  other  labric,  however  One  and  well-oiled,  can  be  Introduced  well 
Dp  In  ibe  ragiua  by  the  Sneers  alone.  The  only  way  to  plug  anccea-ifally 
with  tbe  least  amouut  of  snfl'erlng  is  to  place  the  patient  Id  tbe  lithotomy 
position  and  to  introduce  tbe  plugging  material,  long  strips  of  Unt  or  cotton 
wool,  throngh  a  large-sized  Ferguson's  spacnlum. 
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For  aeveral  houra  no  fui-ther  hemorrbage  occurred,  ont- 
wardly,  at  leaet ;  but  towards  morning  tbe  napkins  again  be- 
came stained,  and  very  soon  after  soaked  witb  blood,  forced 
out  by  uterine  contractions,  wbich  had  set  in,  and  at  first  led 
me  to  hope  that  tbe  organ  had  been  aroused  to  a  healthy  degree 
of  activity  either  by  the  distension  or  the  remedial  effect  of 
the  China,  which  bad  been  continued.  The  increaaing  aoeemia, 
however,  soon  proved  this  hope  delusive.  As  tbe  bleeding 
increased,  tbe  plug  was  removed  about  the  middle  of  the  day 
for  the  purpose  of  readjusting  it  in  a  more  effectual  manner. 
With  its  removal,  however,  the  hemorrhuge  subsided  in  a  great 
measure,  aud  as  tbe  patient  was  comparatively  comfortable  in 
spite  of  the  extreme  exhaustion,  all  mechanical  interference 
was  discontinued  for  the  time.  This  favorable  condition  con- 
tinued until  near  ten  o'clock  at  night,  when  tbe  flow  began  once 
more  with  the  discbarge  of  blackish  clots  and  much  watery 
blood,  attended  by  great  nausea,  fainting,  clammy  sweat,  ver- 
tigo, tinuitua,  and  severe  neuralgic  pains  about  the  eyes  and 
the  back  of  the  head.  The  puUe  had  become  almost  impercep- 
tible, the  lip«  blanched,  tbe  breathing  oppreiised,  and  the  ex- 
tremities cold.  As  any  risk  promising  the  least  degree  of  hope 
appeared  justitiable  under  the  circumstancea,  I  injected  about 
Iwo  drachms  of  dilute  tinct,  of  Muriate  of  tronjnto  the  cervix 
atler  having  cautiously  used  the  tube  of  the  syringe  to  explore 
the  cavity  of  uterus,  without  discovering  anything  in  the  nature 
of  a  morbid  growth  or  an  inequality  of  the  uterine  walls. 
Having  made  sure  that  the  iujected  fluid  was  not  retained  by 
the  uterus,  tbe  cervix  was  compressed  against  the  sacrum  by 
another  plug  as  well  as  this  could  be  done,  while  the  patient 
WHS  lying  on  her  side,  and  a  Arm  hinder  and  thick  pad  adjusted 
about  tbe  ahdomeit.  During  nearly  twenty  hours  this  appeared 
to  be  cfl'ectual,  and  scarcely  a  drop  of  blood  escaped  ;  but  by 
the  end  of  that  time,  t.  e.  the  evening  of  June  2tst,  tbe  nausea 
agiiin  began,  nonrishment  was  rejected,  distressing  pains  of  a 
bearing-tlown  character  set  in,  and  with  them  a  copious  oozing  of 
serous  blood.  After  waiting  long  enough  to  assure  myself  that 
tbe  wumb  refused  to  contract,  and  that  the  danger  to  life  was 
once  more  becoming  Imminent,  the  plug  was  again  removed, 
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and  the  admin iatration  of  Metcalfs  E^UraiA  of  Ergot  \a  formi- 
dable doaeB  immediately  begun.  Much  gain  bad  been  made 
tbrougb  the  day  under  China,  and  Dutritioiis  dritiks  of  wine, 
wbey,  strong  broth,  egg,  etc.,  but  it  was  extremely  doubtful 
whether  thia  would  last  until  the  Ergot  should  have  time  to 
take  effect.  The  removal  of  the  plugs  gave  much  relief,  and 
wae  followed  by  a  dimiuutioa  of  the  discharge,  but  the  patient 
soon  fell  from  one  faint  into  another,  showed  marked  threaten- 
ings  of  the  convulsions  of  extreme  aofemia,  the  pulse  was  gone 
from  the  wrist,  and  all  were  prepared  for  a  speedy  end.  This, 
however,  did  not  set  in.  On  tlie  contrary,  daylight  brought  a 
gradual  improvement  in  the  general  condition:  intervals  of 
rest,  a  perceptible  pulse,  the  ability  to  swallow  and  retain  food, 
etc.,  and  what  appeared  moat  strange,  without  any  sign  either 
objective  or  subjective  of  contractions  of  the  uterus.  The  dis- 
charge continued  in  the  form  of  a  steady  ooziug  of  this  watery 
blood  with  occasional  black  clots,  no  longer  stringy,  but  in  the 
form  of  crumbs  as  the  result  of  the  styptic.  Throughout  the 
day  of  the  22d  the  Ergot,  which  appeared  to  be  exercising  a 
curative  rather  than  a  physiological  effect,  was  continued,  until 
towards  evening,  when  the  pupils  became  dilated,  followed  by 
drowsiness,  numbness  of  the  extremities,  and  other  signs  of 
poisoning,  but  still  without  any  indications  of  uterine  contrac- 
tions. The  day  had  ag^n  been  sufficiently  favorable,  but  the 
night  was  at  hand,  and  all  the  powerful  means  had  proved  vain 
except  as  temporary  measures.  Towards  midnight  the  neural- 
gic pains  about  the  back  of  the  head  and  temples  aguin  began 
to  disturb  the  patient  and  were  soon  followed  by  nausea,  retch- 
ing, and6nally  by  increased  discharge.  The  uterus  was  neither 
smaller  nor  firmer  than  on  the  previous  night,  and  it  was  evi- 
dent that  the  absence  of  blood  and  arterial  pressure  alone  pre- 
vented the  final  collapse.  In  this  extremity  nothing  was  left 
but  individualization  once  more,  but  the  salient  features  of  the 
cose  were  not  easily  distinguished.  In  looking  over  the  reme- 
dies which  were  characterized  by  a  marked  increase  of  uterine 
discharge  at  night,  Bovista  met  my  eye,  but  would  not  have 
arrested  my  attention  for  a  moment  had  this  remedy  not  proved 
of  decided  service  in  this  same  patient  some  monUis  ago,  for 
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the  severe  neuralgic  pams  iu  the  eyes  and  temples,  with  pain- 
fulness  aud  pressure  in  the  occiput,  nud  nausea  and  vomiting 
of  food,  excessive  itching  of  the  scalp,  distressiug  flatulence, 
constipation,  and  gi-eat  depression  and  ill  humor,  accompanied 
by  a  sense  of  enlargement  and  fulness  of  the  whole  head.  All 
these  symptoms  were  iigain  present  under  the  altered  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  besides  profuse  sweating  of  the  head  and 
many  others  which  may  he  found  in  Allen's  Encyclopaadia.  A 
fresh  trituration  of  this  medicine  was  therefore  immediately 
prepared  and  given  without  loss  of  time,  with  the  efiect  of 
producing  marked  uterine  contractions  after  the  third  half- 
hourly  dose.  These  contractions  occurred  at  intervals  of  from 
twenty  minutes  to  half  an  hour,  and  were  followed  at  first  by 
a  copious  discharge  of  a  thin  grumous  character,  but  without 
any  increase  of  the  hydnemia  and  its  attendant  weakness. 
The  nausea  and  neuralgic  pains  were  also  benefited  though  by 
no  means  removed,  and  by  the  evening  of  June  22d  the  whole 
condition  of  the  patient  was  more  hopeful.  The  night  to  the 
23d  passed  without  increase  of  the  discharge,  the  pains  con- 
tinuing at  varying  intervals,  and  with  varying  intensity  and 
duration. 

On  tho  following  day  Dr.  Ahlborn  saw  the  case  with  me  in 
consultation,  and  at  the  tendency  to  improvement  continued,  it 
was  decided  to  make  no  change  in  the  remedy,  notwithstanding 
the  extreme  exhaustion  which  still  remained.  As  no  further 
active  hemorrhage  occurred  it  is  needless  to  detail  the  further 
course  of  the  recovery,  which  was  tedious  and  often  most  dis- 
couraging. Ferrum  and  Arsenic,  suggested  by  Dr.  Ahlborn, 
proved  of  great  service,  as  did  also  Crocus  and  CoccuZu«  at  a  later 
stage.  The  hydreemic  state,  however,  produced  by  the  long- 
continued  and  excessive  hemorrbage,  proved  so  intractable  that 
the  patient  was  absolutely  unable  to  raise  her  head  from  Ute 
pillow  for  many  weeks,  and  only  now  able  to  get  into  the  air 
by  being  assisted  down-stairs  (Oct.  3d).  The  menstrual 
periods  have  been  looked  forward  to  with  great  apprehension, 
but  she  has  already  passed  through  three  without  the  least  »tgn 
of  danger  or  disturbance  and  with  very  much  less  ^uffe^ing 
ihun  she  ever  remembers  to  have  had  at  these  times.     The  first 
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period,  which  occurred  about  the  middle  of  July,  was  merely 
a  slight  show  of  this  serous  discharge  lasting  only  a  few  houra. 
The  Becond  and  third  were  more  decidedly  sanguineous  but  very 
moderate  in  quantity,  so  that  very  little  is  to  be  feared  for  the 
next  and  future  periods. 

I  haye  detailed  the  case  at  lenffth  so  tliat  every  one  who 
chooses  to  read  it  may  draw  his  own  conclusions  concerning 
the  nature  of  the  disease  and  the  effect  of  the  remedies.  These 
latter  were  all  given  low,  the  Ohainomilla  in  drops  doses  of  the 
tinctare,  aud  the  Bovista — from  the  exhibition  of  which  I 
date  the  actual  turning  of  the  case  for  the  better  —  in  the 
second  centesimal  trituration. 

In  conclusion  I  may  state  that  every  clot  and  every  cloth 
removed  from  the  patient  was  examined  scrupulously,  and  that 
nothing  appeared  in  either  to  account  in  any  way  for  the  hem- 
orrhage. The  only  possible  cause  which  appears  to  mo  worthy 
of  mention  is  the  fact  that  a  number  of  days  before  the  disa^ 
trous  catamenial  period  the  patient  was  induced  by  a  friend  to 
drink  freely  of  the  St.  Leon  spring  water,  which  contains, 
besides  some  thirty  per  cent  of  common  salt,  other  salts  oi 
soda,  potash,  lithium,  magnesia,  etc.,  in  great  abundance. 
More  than  half  a  gallon  of  this  mineral  water  must  have  been 
consumed  before  t^e  patient  discovered  that  it  was  not  likely  to 
do  her  much  good. 

Nbpbritio  Paims  ih  Atazt. —  Dr.  Manrice  Raynaud  has  atLempted 
to  show  that  in  locomotive  atasy,  "  nephritic  crises  "  may  occur  anal- 
oi;ous  to  the  gastric  crises  to  which  M.  Charcot  has  called  attention. 
The  atatement  appears  to  be  based  on  one  case  only,  which  alone  is 
not  very  conclusive.  Its  details,  however,  are  of  interest.  The 
paroxysms  of  pain  were  of  great  intensity,  and  were  at  first  sepa- 
rated by  iutervala  of  perfect  health.  Afterwards  th^y  were  more 
frequent,  but  not  less  intense ;  and  ultimately  a  state  of  coalinuous, 
profonnd  ''  endoloriesement "  was  reached  nttb  grave  general  symp- 
toms. The  character  and  seat  of  the  pain,  the  retraction  of  the  tes- 
ticle, and  the  diminution  in  the  qitnntUy  of  the  urine,  present  features 
closely  resembling  those  of  calculous,  nephritic  colic,  it  is  distin- 
guished, however,  according  to  M.  Raynaud,  by  longer  duration  of 
the  attacks,  lasting  six  or  eight  days  without  intermission;  the  fre- 
quent return  of  the  attaclis,  which  occur  during  several,  even  six 
months ;  and  by  the  entire  absence  of  those  changes  in  the  urine 
which  are  so  constant  in  calculus.  In  the  case  described,  sclerodis  of 
the  posterior  columns  of  the  spinal  cord  was  found  after  death.— 
Lancet.  l^.i.^^^  .y'-^OO^IC 
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Sfu  §m  iSngkiul  §itAkai  ^ette. 

BOSTON,   OCTOBER.   1876. 

M£DICAL  JOURNAUSM. 

It  is  oar  pnrpoBe  in  this  article  to  lay  before  tbe  readers  of  tbe 
6azbtie  Home  of  the  difflcnltieB  which  tho  edit<M^  of  a  medical  joarDal 
hare  to  encouDter.  We  imagine  that  very  few  physicians,  except 
those  who  have  had  experience,  can  form  any  conception  of  the 
amoant  of  labor,  regularly  recurring,  which  has  to  be  performed 
before  a  Journal  is  ready  for  pablication.  We  will  mention  what  has 
to  be  done  on  tbe  Gazbite  by  way  of  example :  first,  sd  editorial  must 
be  written  for  every  issue  ;  tbeu  again,  other  JoDrnals,  allopathic  as 
well  aa  homceopathic,  have  to  be  read,  in  order  that  such  articles  and 
items  may  be  extracted  as  would  be  of  general  interest,  and  that  our 
readers  may  be  informed  of  what  is  going  on  about  us ;  again,  books 
which  are  sent  ftom  tbe  variooa  pablishtng-bousea  have  to  be  reviewed, 
aqd  this  is  no  small  task  when  one  takes  into  oonsideration  that  it 
necessitates  the  carefLil  reading  of  the  books  and  tbe  comparison  of 
them  with  standard  works  on  the  subject  of  which  they  treat.  This 
has  to  be  done  careftilly  and  oonscienUously,  since  we  cannot  be  too 
cautious  what  books  we  recommend  and  what  we  condemn.  Last., 
but  by  no  means  least,  we  hare  all  the  proof  to  read  and  correct 

This  mncb  we  are  obliged  to  do,  and  we  maintain  that  it  is  as  much 
as  can  be  expected  of  us.  There  are  several  reasons  why  we  cannot 
fill  tbe  remaining  pages  of  the  Oazette  from  our  own  pen :  first, 
because  we  hare  not  tbe  time  with  all  the  other  work  on  our  bands ; 
second,  if  we  bad  the  time,  our  efforts  would  hardly  represent  what 
onr  journal,  with  its  pretentious  title  of  New  Eholand  Ubdioal  Ga- 
zette, aspires  to  do ;  third,  if  we  were  to  do  so,  our  Journal  would 
naturally  soon  fall  into  disfavor.  We  often  find  ourselres,  however, 
on  tbe  horns  of  a  dilemma,  with  two  alternatives  staring  ns  in  the 
face !  one,  to  try  and  fill  up  tbe  deficiency  with  our  own  bands ;  the 
other,  to  delay  the  publication  of  tbe  Gazette.  Of  these  two  evils  we 
always  choose  the  lesser  one,  preferring  to  be  behind  time  raiher  than 
to  adopt  a  course  which  would  be  certain  death  to  tbe  journal.  We 
keep  bo|ring  IVom  month  to  month  that  there  will  be  a  change  for  tbe 
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better,  and  that  onr  editorial  drawer  will  be  filled  to  repletion  witb 
material,  bat  alas  for  oar  hopes !  we  are  abont  ready  to  give  up  ia 
despair.  Occasionally,  too,  for  our  encourftgement,  we  hear  oonaider- 
ablo  fault  fouud  because  the  Gazette  does  not  appear  promptly,  or 
bear  that  Dr.  So-«>nd-30  doesn't  tbiak  much  of  tbat  journal,  or  that 
there  is  never  anything  worth  reailiiig  in  it,  nothing  original,  and  so 
on,  ad  infinitum.  Now,  we  wonder  if  it  ever  occurred  to  these  gon- 
tlemen  that  there  is  one  good  way  to  beUer  matters,  and  tbat  is  to 
send  us  something.  If  any  article  in  the  Gazbtts  oonlaina  views 
which  are  at  variance  with  those  held  by  any  member  of  the  profes- 
sion, let  Aim  or  her  answer  thoie  opinions  through  our  pages ;  Hiey 
always  stand  open. 

What  we  want  here  in  New  England  is  a  good  live  journal,  one 
that  shall  represent  New  England  Homoeopathy,  one  that  all  physiciaos 
in  the  East  shall  look  upon  as  the  medium  through  which  they  may  ex- 
press their  opinions,  argue  in  support  of  their  pet  theories,  and  report 
their  snccesses  or  failures. 

It  may  be  that  the  Gazbttb  cannot  answer  this  purpose;  if  so,  let 
oa  hare  one  which  can,  and  we  will  gladly  lay  aside  our  journal  and 
welcome  and  heartily  support  the  new  one. 

Meantime  we  eball  try  to  keep  the  Gazette  in  ezlslence,  and  wo 
earnestly  ask  the  profession  for  support.  At  this  time  many  of  the 
State  societies  are  holding  meetings,  and  many  good  papers  must 
of  necessity  be  laid  before  them  for  consideration ;  If  they  are 
worthy  of  consideration  and  debate,  they  are  worth  publishing,  and 
at  present  there  is  no  better  place  than  in  the  Gazbttk.  We  hope  the 
secretaries  of  the  various  societies  will  help  us  by  sending  us  the  beet 
papers,  and  a  full  report  of  the  proceedings. 

Besides  these  papers  and  society  matters  we  want  short  reports  of 
cases  in  which  the  symptoms  which  led  to  the  selection  of  a  remedy 
are  clearly  shown ;  in  this  way  the  pages  of  the  Oazettb  may  be 
made  a  source  of  instruction  to  all  members  of  the  profession,  and  In 
this  way  alone  can  we  ever  hope  to  see  the  study  of  our  Materia 
Medica  systematized  and  simplified.  What  we  do  not  want,  is  the 
name  of  the  disease  and  the  name  of  the  remedy,  for,  as  the  veriest 
tyro  in  Homceopathy  knows,  the  name  of  the  disease  is  of  very  little 
assistance  in  the  selection  of  the  remedy,  since  no  two  cases  ever  pre- 
sent exactly  the  same  train  of  symptoms. 

Finally,  we  waut  articles  on  medical  logic.  We  think  it  is  of  great 
importance  that  we  should  be  able  to  give  some  good,  logical  roaaou 
for  the  "  f^th  that  ia  in  us  "  ;  it  is  true  that  the  resnits  of  praotico 
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make  a  strong  argument  in  favor  of  oar  law  of  cure,  but  it  ta  lianlly 
eufflcient  for  educated  men.  We  sboutd  tiave  some  satisfactory  ezpla- 
nation  of  the  way  in  wbich  homoeopath ically-selected  remedies  act  in 
the  cure  of  disease.  We  think  the  ordinary  explanations  satisfy  very 
few  in  our  own  school,  and  are  by  no  means  sufficient  to  appeal  to  our 
allopathic  brethren,  further  than  to  exciie  their  contempt  and  ridi- 
cule. We  know  that  most  of  the  men  ia  our  ranks  have  the  ability  to 
write  as  able  articles  as  any  which  appear  in  the  beat  of  the  Journals 
oi  the  dominant  school ;  the  trouble  is,  they  lack  the  inclination.  We 
hardly  oeed  to  remmd  the  physicians  of  our  school  of  the  importance 
of  being  ready  to  answer  all  the  points  which  are  raised  against  us  by 
our  opponents,  and  we  merely  suggest  that  the  periodical  literature  is 
tbe  only  place  ta  which  tbia  can  be  done  to  the  best  advantage.  To 
the  physicians  of  New  England  we  make  one  last  appeal  to  support 
the  Gazette,  since,  with  all  its  defects,  it  ia  the  only  homceopathic 
ioamal  published  in  this  part  of  America. 

If  we  all  work  with  a  will,  there  is  no  reason  why  we  may  not  have 
a  journal  of  which  we  shall  be  proud,  and  which  shall  be  worthy  to 
stand  side  by  side  with  the  best  in  the  world. 


We  are  informed  on  good  authority  that  the  people  of  Wheetingt 
Va.,  are  lamentiog  the  want  of  a  homceopathic  practitioner  in  that 
place.  There  are  many  homceopathic  families  there,  and  tbe  society 
is  sdid  to  be  very  pleasant. 


We  are  pleased  to  acknowledge  tbe  receipt  of  a  new  Journal,  the 
North  Western  Antudist,  publiabed  in  Dubuque,  Iowa.  The  editor  is 
E.  A.  Guilbert,  A.M.,  M.D.  We  wish  him  all  success,  and  hope  that 
he  will  be  well  supported  by  the  profession  in  his  endeavors.  The 
Annali^  is  to  appear  quarterly,  and,  judging  JVom  the  number  before 
us,  will  be  well  worth  tbe  small  subscription  price,  $1.50  ^r  aitRtim. 


The  fourth  lectnre  session  of  the  Boston  University  School  of  Med- 
icine opened  on  Wednesday,  Oct.  4,  at  12  h.  The  Dean,  in  a  few 
introductory  remarks,  welcomed  the  students  to  their  work,  and  pre- 
sented Prof.  E.  P.  Colby,  of  Wakefield,  who  delivered  the  introductory 
address  (see  elsewhere^  before  a  large  audience  oompriaed  of  the 
faculty,  students  of  the  college,  and  physiciana  of  Boston  and  vidn- 
ity.    The  new  term  opena  with  brilliant  prospects :  more  than  double 


1876.]  OOBREBFOXDENCB.  473 

the  nnmber  or  applicationa  having  been  recelred  than  ever  before,  and 
UDCtoubtedlj  the  whole  nnmber  of  students  tbia  year  will  reach  two 
hundred  or  more. 

Dnriog  the  paat  year  the  boepital  on  the  adjoininf^  grounds  baa  been 
fully  completed,  and  is  in  many  respects  the  finest  in  the  country. 
Tbe  spacious  grounds  have  been  greatly  improved  by  the  laying  out 
of  walks,  planting  of  trees,  and  erection  of  a  neat  and  tasiy  fence. 
The  dispensary  has  been  greatly  enlarged,  now  occupyiog  a  suite  of 
flight  r<ioma,  and  is  extensively  patronized,  thna  fUmisbiDg  a  large 
amount  of  important  clinical  matter.  Altogether,  the  school  bas  pro- 
gressed faster  thao  Its  most  sanguine  fViends  anticipated,  and  never 
were  its  prospects  so  brilliant  aa  at  tbe  present  time. 


CoRRECnoN  — In  the  tjeptember  nnmber  of  the  Gazbttb,  the  iTffrffe 
ofAmyl  was  piinted  in  many  cases  Nitrate  of  Amyl.  Tbe  substance 
in  question  is  a  Nitrite  and  not  a  Nitrate. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 


FROM  OUR  LIVERPOOL  CORRESPONDENT. 

On  Aug.  31,  Dr.  Hayward  called  together  about  twenty  of  his 
colleagues,  and  gave  tbem  an  account  of  the  reception  met  with  by 
himself  and  his  fellow  delegates  to  "  Tbe  World's  Homcaopathic  Con- 
vention." 

Amongstother  things,  be  said  that  nothing  could  exceed  tbe  kind- 
ness and  liberality  with  which  they  were  treated ;  that  everything  h^d 
been  done,  professionally  and  socially,  by  their  American  colleagues 
to  make  tbe  visit  a  pleasant  and  proQtable  one.  He  bad  been  very 
favorably  impressed  by  tbe  character,  the  ability,  and  tbe  position 
of  bumceopathicpiactilioaera,audof  Homceopatby  in  America;  and  he 
felt  that  a  closer  bond  of  union  and  a  greater  familiarity  between  the 
bomoBopatbic  practitionera  of  the  old  and  new  worlds  would  result 
from  the  convention,  and  be  a  benefit  to  Homceopatby  and  to  its  prac- 
titionere  and  patients  throughout  tbe  world. 

He  was  glad  to  be  able  to  say  that  bis  American  colleagues  ap- 
peared inclined  to  enter  heartily  into  the  work  of  the  Hahnemann 
Fubtishing  Society.  TLey  had  requested  him  to  draw  up  a  short  ac- 
count of  its  organization,  its  objects,  and  its  work,  past,  present,  and 
future,  in  order  tht  they  might  understand  how  to  act  in  reference 
thereto 

He  submitted  to  his  colleagues  the  account  be  had  drawn  up,  and 
they  approved  of  it,  and  hoped  tbe  Americans  would  put  their  shoul- 
ders to  the  wheel  and  carry  forward  the  work. 

Tbe  followiDg  is  a  copy  of  this  document :  — 
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THE  HAHNEMANN    PUBLISHING  SOCIETY. 

Thih  Society  has  been  catablisheri  ia  En^^land  on  tbe  model  or  the 
Sydenham  Societi/;  that  is.  it  is  composed  of  members  who  pay  a 
guinea  subscription,  and  for  this  they  receive  a  guinea's  worth  of 
books  or  other  printed  matter  at  aljoat  coat  price. 

Its  objects  are:  The  publication  of  English  and  the  translation 
of  foreign,  well-arranged  practical  Homoeopathic  works,  which,  though 
essential  to  the  English  homoeopathic  practitioner,  are  expensive  to 
print  and  of  so  limited  a  sale  as  to  deter  publishers  fiom  bringing 
them  out  at  their  own  risk.  See  Monthly  Homaeopatkic  Revkia,  viii, 
456. 

Id  the  old  school,  where  the  workers  are  nnmerous,  a  suffioient 
number  of  works  are  presented  to  the  Society  to  enable  it  to  supply 
a  guinea's  worth  each  year,  and  the  subscription  is  annual ;  but  in 
the  new  school,  where  the  worlters  are  (at  least  in  England)  neces3a» 
rily  few,  a  sufficient  number  of  works  are  not  presented  annually, 
hence  the  subscription  is  not  annual  but  occasional ;  that  is,  a  firesh 
subscription  is  called  for  only  after  the  previous  one  has  been  ex- 
hausted, by  the  member  having  been  supplied  with  a  guinea's  worth 
of  books  at  about  cost  price.  This  must,  of  course,  occur  more  or 
less  frequently,  according  to  the  amount  of  matter  presented  to  the 
Society  for  publication  or  tianslation.  The  number  of  members  in 
the  Sydenham  SociHy  enables  it  to  pay  for  the  work  done  for  it ;  and 
with  a  slightly  increased  numl>er  of  members  the  HakneTnann  Pab- 
iishing  Society  will  be  able  to  do  the  same  ;  even  now  it  Is  prepared 
to  make  small  giants  to  meet  certain  expenses  of  workers. 

The  ^sf  and  most  important  work  for  a  homoeopathic  practitioner 
to  possess  being  a  pure  Materia  Medica,  the  Society  first  addressed 
itself  to  this  object.  Now,  the  essentials  of  a  pwre  Materia  Medica 
are  that  it  shall  be  a  record  of  the  pure  effects  of  the  drug;  and  tbut 
th^y  shall  be  recorded  in  the  natural  order  of  their  occurrence,  with 
the  conditions,  the  concomitants,  and  the  connections  of  the  symp- 
toms carefully  maintained,  so  as  to  give  a  true  picture  of  tbe  morbid 
state  producible  by  the  drug.  These  esseutials  have  been  carefully 
kept  in  view  in  the  preparation  of  the  Materia  Medica  beinn  is<)ued 
by  the  Society,  —  The  Mahnemann  Materia  Medica,  —  and  it  will  be 
found  that  they  have  been  strictly  carried  out  with  the  Qve  medicines 
already  presented  to  the  members ;  the  groups  of  the  symptoms  have 
not  been  chopped  up  and  dismembered  as  iu  other  homceopathic 
Materia  Medicas,  but  given  whole  and  entire  as  they  occurred.  This 
is,  however,  the  only  Materia  Medica  in  which  this  plan  has  been  fol- 
lowed.    See  "Introduction  to  nahnemaitu  Ma'eria  Medica." 

As  it  is  necessary-not  only  to  have  a  general  idea  of  the  morbid  state 
producible  by  drugs,  but  to  be  able  to  adapt  the  particular  symptoms 
producible  by  drugs  to  the  particular  sytnpL>oms  presented  by  patients, 
tbe  second  most  important  work  for  tlie  homceopathic  practitioner 
to  possess  is  a  Complete  and  Handy  Repertorij,  or  index  to  thes<« 
symptoms  in  the  Materia  Medica  Para;  the  Society  therefore  next 
addressed  itself  to  this  olijeuc    Now,  the  essentials  of  a  complete  and 
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luuuly  repertory  are,  that  its  arrangement  shall  be  snch  that  any 
eymptom  may  be  qoickly  Tound ;  anil  when  and  wherever  found,  the 
symptom  eball  be  complete,  with  all  its  essential  connections,  and 
with  all  its  condittons  and  concomitants,  and  its  locality  diittinctly 
and  fblly  given,  and  yet  the  book  itself  be  of  snch  a  size  as  to 
be  easily  handled.  These  essentials  have  been  carefliUy  kept  in 
view  in  the  preparation  of  the  Repertory  beini;  issued  by  the 
Society,  —  The  British  Bepertori/,  —  and  it  will  be  found  that 
they  have  been  strictly  carried  oat  in  the  fifteen  chapters  already 
presented  to  the  members.  It  may  be  said.  It  ia  impossible  to  give 
every  symptom  in  the  Materia  Medica  under  all  the  separate  headings 
of  all  its  parts,  of  all  its  conditions,  all  its  coDComitants,  all  its  con- 
oections.  and  all  its  loca1iiie%  and  yet "  the  book  itself  be  of  such  a 
size  as  to  be  easily  handled."  Tme,  it  had  previously  been  found  to 
be  impossible ;  but  this  difficulty  has  been  overcome  in  the  British 
BepeHorp,  and  this  has  been  done  without  interfering  with  the  gen- 
eral nsefblnesB  or  easy  reference ;  it  has  been  aocomptiahed  by  print- 
ing in  the  ordinary  type  only  the  word  looked  for,  and  filling  in  all 
the  other  ports  of  the  symptom  in  cypher :  by  this  means  the  word 
looked  for  is  found  as  in  other  repertories,  but  each  time  the  whole 
symptom  is  filled  in  hy  cyphers,  10  as  to  be  given  in  fUll  each  time, 
but  to  occupy  only  little  space.  Thus,  if  o  pain  be  looked  for  it  will 
be  found  In  fhll  in  ordinary  type,  but  the  condition,  the  concomitant, 
and  the  locality  are  given  in  cypher ;  if  the  cotidilion  be  looked  for  it 
will  be  found  printed  in  full  as  usual,  but  the  pain,  the  concomitant, 
and  the  locality  are  given  in  cypher ;  if  the  cowymitani  be  looked  for, 
it  will  be  found  printed  as  in  other  repertories,  but  the  pain,  the  con- 
dition, and  the  locality  are  given  in  cypher ;  and  so  if  the  locality  be 
looked  for,  it  will  be  fonnd  printed  in  fhll,  but  the  pain  with  its  condi- 
tions and  concomitants  are  given  in  cypher :  hence  each  time  any 
part  of  any  symptom  is  looked  up,  the  whole  gymptom,  with  all  iti 
natural  connections,  is  presented  to  the  eye  of  the  practitioner  in  a 
very  small  spai-e.  And  this  is  the  only  Repertory  fn  which  this  it  the 
case.  Speaking  of  this  Repertory,  Dr.  Constantine  Hering  says: 
*'  A  number  of  real,  i.e.  weil-eduaUed  phygiciana,  have  performed  the 
laborious  task,  with  the  evident  intention  of  giving  tlie  homceopathio 
practitioners  a  better  work  than  any  former,  even  in  the  German  liter- 
ature, and  in  a  more  concise  form,  a  repertory  which  is  more  complete 
than  any  other.  .  .  .  This  repertory  might  be  a  turning-|>oint 
in  the  course  of  our  art  in  England  and  hi^re  and  prevent  the  rapid 
'going down'  which  has  become  apparant  of  late  years."  American 
Homteopathic  Review,  185H-9,  vol.  i,  p.  518. 

Now,  besides  the  indications  for  tlie  use  of  drags  presented  in  their 
pure  efiects  on  the  body  and  mind,  there  are  an  immense  number  of 
very  useful  indications  derived  from  the  untie  in  morbis;  and  though 
these  "  clinical  indications"  should  be  carefhlly  excluded  from  the 
Materia  Medica,  and  the  repertory  thereto,  they  should  not  be  neg- 
lected. The  Society  has  therefore  addressed  itself  to  the  collect- 
ing and  arranging  of  these  in  repertorial  form,  in  the  Therafeutic 
FABTof  the  British  Repertory.  The  British  homceopaUiic  Society  has 
given  a  grant  of  £100  towards  the  expenses  of  the  work.     For  the 
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ptan  and  illustrations  of  this  work,  see  British  Journal  of  ffomce- 
opathy,xxxi  (\S7S),  p^85 ;  nnd  JIfmithly  Homceopathic  lieview (1870), 
xiv,  p.  468;  (1871)  xv,  pp.  89,  321,  651;  (1873)  xvii,  pp  524, 
684,  720 ;  see  also  BrltUh  fouma'.  nf  Homceopath'/,  sxijc,  p.  140. 

The  benefits  of  forming  a  society  of  this  kind  are,  that  a  fund  is 
provided  to  meet  the  expenses  of  piibllcatioD,  the  works  are  published 
as  economically  as  poseible,  and  they  are  supplied  to  the  members 
without  trouble  to  them,  and  at  about  cost  pricu :  thus,  books  sold  to 
non-members  at  18a.  are  sold  to  members  at  from  9s.  to  15.1. ;  those 
sold  at  la.  forSs.  6d. ;  those  at  4s.  for  3^.  6rf.,  and  so  od.  It  is  earneslly 
hoped,  therefore,  that  every  homoeopalhic  practitioner  will  joiu  the 
Society,  because,  to  curry  out  its  objects  and  fully  to  reap  the  advan- 
tages it  offers,  and  to  enable  it  to  pay  for  the  work  done  for  it,  it  is 
necessary  that  the  number  of  its  members  should  be  large.  I'hcre  are 
in  Great  Britain  over  300  professed  homceopathic  practitioners,  and  yet 
onlj'  86  are  members  of  this  Society ;  though  to  every  one  of  tbem  its 
works  are  absolutely  essenlial  to  accuracy  of  practice  1  If  those  who 
are  not  members  have  purchased  itspnblicutious  they  have  each  paid  for 
them  about  17«.  more  than  tliey  would  have  done  had  they  been  members, 
besides  having  withheld  fi'om  the  Society  the  assistance  of  their  coun- 
tenance and  support :  and  thf'y  bave  so  far  retarded  the  progress  of  our 
noble  cause.  All  that  is  necessary  to  constitute  membership  is  to 
send  the  name  and  address  and  a  guinea  to  the  secretary,  Dr.  John 
W.  Hajward,  117  Grove  Street,  Liver|>ool  (if  P.  0.  O.,  made  pay- 
able at  Myrtle  Street),  and  he  will  forward  the  books  as  they  are  pub- 
lished. Let  it  however  be  remembered  that  it  is  not  only  members 
that  are  wanted  but  it  is  workmen ;  indeed,  the  funds  are  in  excess  of 
the  demands  for  them ;  it  is  workers  that  are  wanted,  and  it  is  earn- 
estly hoped  that  not  only  will  members  suggest  works  for  the  Society 
to  publish  or  translate,  but  that  they  will  themselves  also  assist  in 
completing  the  Materia  Medica,  the  Repertory,  and  the  Therapeutics' 
work  of  the  Society.  The  work  offers  choice  calculated  to  meet  ihe 
tastes  of  all :  —  there  is  materia  medica  work,  which  will  suit  those 
who  have  a  taste  for  the  real  groundwork  and  science  of  Homoe- 
opathy ;  there  is  repertory  work,  which  will  suit  those  who  ddight  in 
truly  symptomatic  treatment ;  and  there  is  the  clinical  work  which,  as 
well  as  suiting  those  who  delight  in  keynotes,  will  also  ofiTer  an  opi>or- 
tunity  to  the  older  practitioners,  whose  long  experience  has  taught 
them  many  very  valuable  clinical  indications. 

These  three  spheres  of  work  are  confided  to  three  Committees :  I. — 
The  "  Materia  Medica  Committee, "  of  which  I)r.  Dudgeon  is  con- 
vener ;  II.  —  Tlie  "  Repertory  Committee,"  of  which  Dr.  Dryadalc  is 
convener  ;  III  — The  "  Therapeutic  Committee,"  of  which  Dr.  Pope 
is  convener ;  and  all  work  presented  to  the  Society  is  finally  submit- 
ted to  IV. —  The  "Printing  and  PiihliBbing  Committee,"  composed 
of  the  President,  Vice-President,  and  the  Treasurer  and  Secretary. 

The  Works  already  —  1876  —  published  by  the  Society  are  :  — 

I.  —  The  IliiJinemaiiii  Materia  M-.iUcu,  containing :  Kali  bichromi- 
cum,  by  Dr,  Drysdale;  Aconitum,  hy  Dr.  Dudgeon;  Ar.*enicum,  by 
Dr.  Black ;  Uraniam  nitricum,  by  Dr.  E.  T.  Blake ;  and  Belladontta, 
by  Dr.  R.  Hughes. 
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II. —  The  "  BrtttsA  Repertory''  containing:  cbaps,  i,  "  Diapoei- 
ti<)Q,"  ii,  "  Minil,"  iii,  "  Head,"  iv.  "  Eyes,"  v,  "  Ears,"  by  Dr.  Dud- 
geon ;  vi,  "  Nose  and  Smell,"  vii,  "  Face  and  Neck,"  viii,  "  Teeth 
and  Gums,"  ix.  "  Mouth  and  Tonj;;ue,"  x,  "Throat,"  xi,  "  Appetite, 
Taste  and  Digestion,"  xii,  "Acidity,  Nausei,  and  Vomitinjr,"  xiii, 
*'  Stomacli  "  by  Drs.  Dryednle  and  Stokes  ;  xiv,  "  Ab<Iomen,"  by  Drs. 
Drysdale,  Stokes,  and  Uayward ;  xv,  "  Stools  and  Anus,"  by  Dr.  H. 
Nankivcll. 

III. — The"  TherapeiUic  Part,"  specimeD.  chapters :  '"Broochitis," 
by  Dr.  R.  Hughes ;  "  Jaundice,"  by  Dr.  J.  Gihba  Blake ;  "  Acute 
lUienmatiam,"  by  Drs,  Drysdale  and  Blake  ;  "  Obesity,"  by  Dr.  Ker  ; 
and  "  Morbid  Growths,"  by  Dr.  Black. 

The  work  now  in  band  is  —  Materia  Mcdica ;  Nalntm  Muriatkum, 
by  Dr.  Galloway ;  Nojn  Iripndinns,  by  Dr.  Pybum  ;  Crotalut,  by  Dr. 
Hayward;  PhoaphnrtiK,  by  Dr.  Buraett;  Iodine,  by  Dr.  R.  Hughes; 
Afemiriwi,  by  Dr.  Hawkea ;  Coniiim,  by  Dr.  D.  Dyce  Brown ;  Utix 
vomica,  by  Dr.  Charles  Jones,  of  Albany,  U.S.A.;  Adix"  and  ^snt- 
iun,  by  Dr.  H  M.  Paine,  of  Albany ;  Ptdi-atil'o,  by  Dr.  Woodward,  of 
Chicago ;  Co/ocyMk.  by  Dr.  Nichol,  of  Montreal,  Canada ;  Sepin,  by  Dr. 
Gate,  of  Quebec.  Rbpebtobt.  —  Supplement  to  chapters  I,  II,  III, 
by  Dr.  Dudgeon  ;  Cliaps.  —  Female  Genitals,  by  Drs  Drysdale  and 
Stokes;  Male  Genitals,  by  Dr.  A.  C.  Clifton;  Urinary  Organs,  by 
Dr.  Simpson  ;  and  Skin,  by  Dr.  J.  G.  Blackley. 

As  work  urgently  wanting  doing  tlie  following  may  be  named :  — 
Materia  Metlica.  —  Agariciix,  Aloen,  ATnTniintum,  carbonicum,  Antimo- 
nium  Inrta'icum.,  Ar  .entan.  nttricum.  Arnica  viontana,  Berberis, 
Bromiitm,  Bryonia,  Canthnris,  Lhelidonivm,  CJiina,  Clematis,  Coccu»- 
Colehicum,  Cuprum,  Cyclamen,  Digitalis,  GeJUiana  cntciiita,  Graphites, 
Jiyoscyamus.  Ipecacuanha,  Juglana,  Kali  nilrkum,  JHezereum,  Opium, 
Jlumbam,  Rhus,  Sulphur,  Thuja,  Tiha,  Ztricum.  AH  these  are  pow- 
erful and  well-proved  meditines,  and  their  present  list  of  sj'mptoms, 
arranged  on  the  plan  of  the  Hahnemann  Materia  Mcdica.  would  bring 
them  into  the  place  in  prnctice  they  richly  deserve.  Repertort. — 
Chapters :  Chest,  Heart,  and  Lungs.  Back,  Upper  and  Lowor  Extrem- 
ities, Sleep,  and  Fever.  Therapeutic  Part.  —  Any  of  the  diseases 
or  i-lasses  of  disease,  named  in  the  Registrar  General's  Nosolc^ical 
Tables. 

It  will  be  seen  that  there  is  a  wide  range  of  work,  and  that  every 
bonKBOpathic  practiti'iner  of  any  ability  may  find  something  to  do  to 
help  on  tlie  art  by  which  he  lives  and  by  which  lie  wishes  to  build  up 
a  name  and  Tame.  We  say  to  all  —  old  and  young,  Knglish,  Ameri- 
CBu.  German,  and  French,  and,  indeed,  to  every  homoeopathic  prac- 
titioner in  the  world  —  to  every  one  who  lives  by  Homceopatby  or 
loves  our  noble  science  —  to  all,  we  say,  Help  us  I  To  each  one  we 
say.  Will  you  undertake  to  collect  and  arrange  the  symptoms  of  one 
of  the  well-proved  drugs?  If  you  will,  write  to  tliatefltct  to  the  Con- 
vener of  ihe  Materia  .Meilica  Committee,  Dr,  Dudueon,  53  Montague 
•Square,  London.  Will  you  undertake  one  or  the  remaining  chapters 
of  the  Bepertory?  If  you  will,  write  to  that  effect  to  the  Conrcner  of 
the  Repertory  Committee,  Dr.  Drysdale,  Sf  a,  Rodney  Street,  Liver- 
pool.    Will  you  undertake  to  collect  and  arrange  the  clinical,  non- 
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pathogenetic,  indlcatioDs  for  the  trentment  of  any  particular  <1iaease  ? 
If  you  will,  write  to  that  effect  to  the  Convener  of  the  Therapeutic 
Committee,  Dr.  A.  C.  Pope,  2  Finsbury  Circus,  Lomlou.  The  Society 
is  nut  limilecl,  however,  to  these  three  spheres  of  labor,  bat  is  pro- 
pared  to  publish  other  original  or  translated  work  approved  of  by  the 
Printing  and  Publishing  Committee. 

Note  to  our  American  Colleagues:  To  you  we  earnestly  appeal. 
To  you  wc  aay :  Join  us,  help  us.  The  Society's  work  is  not  Urit- 
isb  ;  it  is  hoaiaeopatl)ic,  and  intended  to  meet  the  necessities  of  hom- 
oeopathic prnctitionera  all  over  the  world,  and  its  completion  will  do 
much  towards  perfecting  oar  noble  art,  and  rendeEJng  it  capable  of 
being  practised  with  accuracy  and  certainty.  The  work  requires 
sour  help.  America  has  many  young,  energetic,  enthusiastic,  and 
capable  practitioners  and  students  welt  suited  to  the  work,  and  the 
work  offers  choice  to  all.  Send  your  name  and  subscription,  about 
tb.75,  to  the  Secretary,  and  mention  the  work  you  will  undertake. 

Signed,  on  behalf  of  the  Society, 

Richard  Hugbbs,  L.R.C.P.,  Prtaideni. 
Uerbebt  Namkivbll,  M.D.,  Vice  President. 
I  Treasurer  and 


JoHH  W.  Hatwabd,  M.D.,  [ 


Secrttary. 


REVIEWS  AND  NOTICES  OF  BOOKS. 


Tbb  weil-knowD  London  house  of  Macmillan  &  Co.,  publishers  of 
"  The  Practitioner,"  have  undertaken  the  publication  in  England  of 
"  Micro-Fbotographs  In  Histology,"  the  monthly  work  conducted  by 
Drs.  Seller,  Hunt  &  Richardsoa.  A  large  edition  is  required  by  the 
English  profession. 

A    CONTRIBDTION     TO    TBK    TrEATHEMT    OF    UtEBIME    VbBSIONS      iXD 

Flexions.     By   Bphraim  Cutter,  A. 11.,  M.D.     Boston:    James 

Campbell,  publisher.     1876. 

The  book  appears  to  have  been  edited  for  the  sole  purpose  of  intro- 
ducing to  the  profession  the  author's  coninvances  and  appliances  for 
keeping  the  uterus  in  place  after  the  vmous  lieviatiouj  to  which  this 
orwan  is  prone  have  been  corrected.  The  work  makes  a  pretty  con- 
venient hand-book,  but  is  objectionable  from  the  fact  that  the  author 
figures  rather  too  prominently.  The  subject  matter  contains  nothing 
which  cannot  be  found  in  the  best  works  on  Gynaecology. 

BOOKS   AND    PAMPHLETS    RECEIVED. 
Essentials  op  Diet,  or  Hints  on  Food  in  Health  and  Disuse. 
By  the  late  E.  H.  Ruddock,  M.D.     Corrected  and  revised  by  £. 
B.  Shuldham,  M.D.     London :  The  Homoeopathic  Publishing  Com- 
pany. 
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A  PRACnOAL  Treatise  on  the  Dueases,  Ihjsries,  ani>  Ualforua- 

TION3  or  THE   URIKABT   BlaDDER,   THE    PROSTATE    GLAND   AND  THE 

Urgtbra.  By  Samuel  D.  Gross.  M.D.  Tbird  edition  Revieed 
and  edited  by  Samuel  W.  Gross,  A.M.,  M.D.  Fhiladetphia : 
Henry  C.  Lea.     1876. 


ITEMS  AND   EXTRACTS. 


The  Treatheht  of  Severe  Sfbajhs.  —  Mr.  Sampson  G&mgea 
observes  that  severe  sprains  are  olten  serious  fractures ;  though  no 
bone  be  broken,  or  only  a  bit  may  be  cLipped  olf,  the  ligaments  and 
faaciie  are  ruptured,  bloo<l  being  extrarasated  into  tbe  joints,  into  the 
sheaths  of  tendons,  and  for  some  distance  not  unfVequently  between 
the  layers  of  muscles.  The  swelling  is  great,  the  pain  intense.  The 
ortliodos  treatment  by  lei-ches  and  fomentations  is  valueless  com- 
pared with  circular  compression  and  perfect  immobilization.  He 
quotes  a  passage  from  Mr.  Holmes's  recent  work  on  Surgery  to  the 
effect  that  anliph logistic  treatment  should  be  emplo^'ed,  but  maintains 
that  not  only  can  tlic  patient  bear  well-applied  pressure  from  the  first, 
however  great  tbe  swelling  and  acute  the  pain,  but  it  may  be  laid 
down  as  a  general  rule,  to  which  he  has  never  seen  an  exception,  that 
in  severe  sprains  effVision  is  most  surely  checked,  and  ouce  it  has 
occurred  its  absorption  is  most  rapidly  promoted,  while  pain  is  most 
effectually  relieve<l  by  pn-ssure  and  immobilization.  He  thinks  it  is 
as  true  now  as  when  Velpeau  taught  it,  that  "  compression  is  tbe  sov- 
ereign resolvent  in  eontosions  with  inBitration  and  swelling,"  Mr. 
Gamgee  illustrates  these  observations  by  giving  the  details  of  a  case 
of  an  elderly  genlloman  who  bad  sprained  his  ankle  in  going  over  a 
ploughed  field.  The  joint  became  hot  an (i  exquisitely  painful.  The 
circumference  over  the  heel  exceeded  that  of  Ibe  corresponding  sound 
Joint  iiy  nearly  an  inch  and  a  half.  It  had  been  proposed  that  an 
operation  should  tie  ma<le  to  let  out  matter  that  was  believed  to  have 
formed  ;  but  Mr.  Gamgee  proposed  and  adopted  tbe  following  treat- 
ment with  perfect  success :  tbe  limb  was  enveloped  Irotn  tbe  toes  to 
the  knee  in  fine  cotton  wool;  well-moulded  pasteboard  spUuts  were 
applied  on  each  side;  a  uniform  compression  bandage  was  adopted, 
the  outside  being  starched.  After  three  days  the  case  was  slit  open, 
the  edges  pared  and  reapplied,  and  in  a  fortnight  the  patient  was 
convalescent.  Ttie  pasteboard  splint  was  replaced  with  emplastrum 
elemi  spread  on  leather,  and  a  Churton's  bandage  over  all ;  no  fbrther 
inconvenience  was  felt. —  lancet,  April  29,  1B76. 

Action  of  tue  Cooa  Leaf.  —  Mr.  Dowtleswell  has  recently  made 
some  observations  on  this  drug,  which  has  been  brought  into  notice 
in  consequence  of  its  having  been  supposed  to  be  used  by  Weston  in 
bis  pedesti'ian  leats,  though  he  has  himself  denied  the  statement. 
The  leuf  has  been  known  in  Europe  since  the  time  of  the  conquest  of 
Feru  by  the  Spaniards;  and  the  earliest  account  given  of  it  was  hy 
Dr.  Monardes  in  1569.    The  plant  is  exclusively  cultivated  at  the 
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present  day  on  the  slopes  of  ttie  Andes,  and  is  a  bnsh^  shrub  from  six 
to  ei^ht  feet  high  when  cultivated.    The  leaves  are  gathered  with 
^reat  care  and  dried.     When  dried  the;  are  (.hewed  by  the  natives  of 
the  countrr,  and  ai'o  used  both  to  sustain  strength  and  to  appease 
huDgpr  in  the  absence  of  other  food,  and  as  a  stimulant  or  narcotic  in 
the  same  manner  tbat  opium,  tobacco,  and  alcohol  are  used  in  other 
countries.    A  little  time  is  added  to  the  leaves.     Somewhat  less  than 
an  ounce  is  chewed  per  diem.     All  accounts  agree  in  attributing  great 
powers  of  endurance  to  Its  use  ;  miners,  for  iustande,  chewing  it  ev    y 
three  hours,  being  able  with  a  handful  of  maize  to  work  fur  iwei 
hours  in  the  mines,  while  an  Indian  runner  will  carry  a  load 
hundred  weight  for  ten  leagues  over  rough  roods  in  eight  hours  by 
use  alone.     Stevenson  iigain  asserts  that  the  natives,  if  supplied  w. 
it,  require  no  other  food  for  several  days  whilst  performing  work.    li. 
appears  to  be  doubtftil  wbether  it  exerts  any  deleterious  influence  on 
the  economy  or  not. 

Arbkbt  of  Convdlsionb  bt  the  Sinistro- Lateral  Postcrg.  —  I 
have  seen  two  cases  of  convulsions  arrested  almost  instantly  by  tam- 
ing the  patient  over  upon  his  left  side.  I  adopted  this  {irocedure  from 
experience  of  the  good  effecta  of  this  posture,  both  during  chloroform 
inhalation,  and  subsequently  in  the  stage  of  recovery  from  the  anies- 
ibetic.  The  profession  owes  a  debt  of  gratitu<)e  to  Mr.  Bailer  for 
first  pointing  out  the  advantI^;eB  of  this  posture  when  danger  threatens 
a  patient  under  chloroform  inhalation. 

A  few  months  since  a  man  suffering  from  Bright's  disease  was 
seized  with  urtemic  convulsions  in  my  presence.  I  turned  him  upon 
his  left  side  and  the  convulsions  censed  instantly. 

Recently  a  man,  aged  flfty-six  years,  in  impaired  health  flrom  chronic 
catarrh,  was  seized  with  unilateral  (right)  convuisiona.  His  con- 
sciousness and  power  of  spcecli  were  intact.  He  had  been  convulsed 
for  ten  minutes  when  I  entered  the  liimse,  and  be  was  growing  worse. 
I  turned  him  over  upon  his  left,  side,  and  the  convulsions  ceased  in 
about  ten  or  fifteen  seconds.  He  hod  experienced  a  similar  seizure  on 
Dee.  9,  1875. 

I  hasten  to  report  these  cases,  for  I  am  cei'tain  that  marvellona 
results  will  be  obtained  in  convulsive  diseases  (possibly  even  in  epi- 
lepsy) by  sinistro-lateral  posture,  I  conjecture  that  this  form  of 
posture  acta  beneficially  by  favoring  the  action  of  the  heart,  but  I 
leave  Ihls  question  to  physiologists. —  (•'../.  Brown,  M.D.,  Pntctiliout^r. 


PERSONAL. 

Hrnry  B.  Clarke,  M.D  ,  has  removed  Trora  New  Bedford  to  No.  9  Marl- 
boro' Street.  Boston.  Office  hours  from  12  m.  to  3  P.M..  except  Weiine»d«7S 
and  Saiurdays,  when  Dr.  Clarke  will  visit  New  Bedford. 

1.  T.  Talbot,  M.U.,  bus  removed  to  66  Marlboro'  Street. 

FaitDBaic  N.  Falmek,  M.D.,  has  removed  to  No.  9  Joy  Street,  near  Ut. 
Veruon  Street,  Boston. 

F.  J.  M.  WnrrcoMB,  M  D ,  nf  the  Class  of  '76,  Boston  UnlversHj.  hss 
opened  an  office  in  Nnuila,  N.  Y. 


.yLlOO^IC 


pew  ^ttjlanfl  ^edical  ^utttt. 
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THE  HOMCEOPATHIC  TREATMENT   OF    PNEUMONIA   BY 
DE.  KAFKA,  OF  PRAGUE. 

EXTRACT  FROH   HIS  GREAT  WORK,  DIE  HOU.   THEBAPIE. 

[Oroupovi  Pnettmonia,  iranslated  from  the  Sevue  HotiKeipathiq-ue  Belge.1 
KiEMETGB  pretends  that  the  results  of  the  expectant  method 
of  Vienna  and  of  Homceopathy  are  a  proof  that  pueumonia  do 
more  needs  active  treataieDt  than  erysipelas,  measlea,  variola, 
aad  other  diseases  of  a  well-determined  cyclic  course.  This 
eminent  professor  attributes  no  value  to  the  homoeopathic 
method,  which  he  considers  the  nihilismus  in  mediciae  ;  be  be- 
lieves that  in  the  affection  which  we  are  considering,  the  bept 
treatment  is  that  which  does  not  interfere  with  the  normal 
course  of  the  disease.  We  are  of  a  different  opinion,  after  the 
numerous  observations  which  we  have  made  with  the  greatest 
care.  Homceopaths  have  learned  to  understand,  from  the  labors 
of  the  physiological  school,  the  cyclic  course  and  the  different 
forms  of  pneumonia:  we  know,  then,  upon  what  (o  rely  when 
we  find  ourselves  in  the  presence  of  this  affection  ;  we  are  con- 
vinced that  by  a  proper  employment  of  our  remedies,  pneu- 
monia does  uot  go  through  its  course  fatally,  and  that  we  can 
arrest  it  in  its  march. 

Observation  has  taught  us  that  each  form  of  pneumonia  de- 
mands a  special  treatment.  Croupous  pneumonia  is  treated 
differently  from  catarrhal,  and  this,  in  turn,  differently  from 
pleuropneumonia  and  from  interstitial  pneumonia.  It  is  very 
important,  therefore,  from  a  therapentiu  point  of  view,  to  be 
able  to  distinguish  these  varieties. 
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We  have  acquired  in  this  treatment  a  precision  and  a  cer- 
tainty far  beyond  all  otber  methods.  Hence  we  are  eager,  in 
the  interest  of  the  medical  art,  to  publish  scrupuloualy  our 
manner  of  acting. 

The  circumstances  which  influence  the  treatment  are:  the 
violence  of  the  fever,  the  seat  nnd  the  extent  of  the  local  af- 
fection, the  period  at  which  the  disease  has  arrived  when  we 
undertake  ita  treatment,  the  antecedents  of  the  person  affected, 
the  condition  of  the  strength,  the  consecutive  phenomena  and 
the  complications. 

Croupous  pneumooin  always  begins  with  a  chill  more  or  less 
violent,  followed  soon  by  febrile  symptoms,  for  which  homceo- 
patha  prescribe  Aconite,  We  used  to  follow  this  plan,  but 
Aconite,  the  remedy  which  is  often  heroic,  has  never  given  ua 
any  results  in  these  cases. 

In  catarrhal  and  rheumatic  inflammations,  it  has  a  powerful 
and  rapid  action,  but  in  the  fever  accompanying  croupous  in- 
flammations, we  may  say  it  never  gives  any  good  results ;  not 
only  is  the  temperature  not  lowered,  but  the  pulsations  of  the 
heart  do  not  diminish  in  frequency,  there  is  no  perspiration,  and 
the  febrile  heat  becomes  still  stronger  and  more  dry. 

The  lack  of  efficacy  of  the  Aconite  is  a  sign  that  the  disease 
which  ia  developing  will  be  severe. 

We  see  the  same  thing  in  all  croupous  inflammations,  even  in 
anffina  pseudo-membranacea. 

It  is,  in  our  opinion,  the  great  quantity  of  fibrin  in  the  blood 
which  keeps  up  the  fever;  this  diminishes  only  when  a  local 
exudation  is  formed;  before  that  happens,  antiphlogistic  reme- 
dies, even  Aconite,  are  of  no  use. 

As  soon  as  the  local  symptoms  begin  to  manifest  thomsolvos, 
and  we  can  diagnose  pneumonia,  which  is  impossible  before  the 
appearance  of  the  phenomena  of  localizatiou,  nothing  is  to  be 
expected  from  Aconite,  even  when  the  fever  is  very  intense ; 
we  must  turn  to  remedies  which  have  the  power  of  arresting 
the  croupous  exudation  in  the  pulmonary  alveoli. 

We  have,  in  the  articles  on  croup,  bronchitis,  and  pleurisy, 
indicated  the  remedies  which  we  employ  against  croupous  in- 
flammation ;  we  will  now  examine  these  i-emedies  carefully  with 
reference  to  the  pneumonic  process. 
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We  will  speak  first  of  Iodine  and  its  various  preparations. 
Among  the  symptoms  recorded  in  the  pathogenesis  of  this 
remedy  we  find :  respiratory  tract  strongly  affected  ;  anguish 
and  constriction  of  the  chest,  with  tearing,  piercing  pains ;  on 
breathing,  sensation  of  a  great  obstacle  in  the  chest,  which 
seems  too  narrow ;  cough,  with  constriction  and  stitches  io  the 
chest,  with  pain  when  taking  a  deep  breath,  great  difficulty  of 
breathing,  etc.,  etc.  These  symptoms  of  the  pathogenesis  are, 
unfortunately,  not  accompanied  with  toxic  or  stethoscopic  symp- 
toms indicating  pneumonia.  In  the  pathogenesis  of  Kali  hydri- 
odicum,  however,  we  find  some  symptoms,  toxic  and  physical, 
of  pneumonia,  but  the  rest  of  the  symptoms  point  rather  to  pleu- 
risy. We  attribute  this  to  the  want  of  observation  and  research 
in  regard  to  this  remedy ;  but  we  can  testify  that  in  croupous 
pneumonia,  \*\ire  Iodine  from  the  first  to  the  third  dilution,  six, 
eight,  or  ten  drops  in  a  glass  half  full  of  water  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  localization  of  the  disease,  a  teaspoonfnl 
every  half-hour  or  every  hour,  according  to  the  intensity  of  the 
disease,  has  given  us  results  as  rapid  and  tturprising  as  Tart, 
emet,  in  pleuro-pneumonia.  Often  after  the  fifth  or  sixth 
dose,  the  dyspnoea,  the  oppression  and  the  pain  diminish,  the 
cough  becomes  easier,  the  fever  abates ;  after  sis  or  ten 
hours  the  pulse  falls  from  120-112  to  100-92,  very  often  a 
slight  moisture  is  perceptible,  and  the  patient  feels  better. 
By  continuing  this  treatment  regularly,  we  have  never  seen 
any  exacerbation  of  the  symptoms,  and  the  pneumonia  leaves 
no  traces. 

On  examination  of  the  patient,  we  ascertain  still  all  the 
objective  symptoms  of  pneumonia,  but  it  is  arrested  in  its 
evolution,  and  we  soon  see  the  period  of  resolution  sot  in; 
expectoration  is  easy,  thin,  rarely  puriform;  it  diminishes 
rapidly  in  quantity  to  such  an  extent  that  twenty-four  hours 
after  the  exhibition  of  Iodine,  the  cough  and  expectoration  have 
completely  disappeared. 

Kali  hydriod.,  first  to  third,  acts  in  the  same  way  when  there 
are  signs  of  pleuro-pneumonia  and  when  Tart,  emet,  has  had 
no  efiect,  which  is  a  proof  that  the  disease  is  a  croupous  inflam- 
mation, for  the  cure  of  which  Tart.  emet.  is  powerless. 
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The  action  of  Kali  hydriod.  is  as  rapid  in  the  treatment  of 
secondary  croupous  pneumonia,  whicti  may  be  developed  in  tlie 
course  of  a  bronchitia,  and  when  Phos.  has  had  no  effect;  we 
shall  refer  to  it  again  farther  on,  when  speaking  of  the  trcnt- 
ment  of  secondary  croupotia  pneumonia. 

Kali  hydriod.  is  liliewise  a  very  important  remedy  in  cases 
where  pneumonia  hegius  with  a  violent  deliriuoi  which  is  not 
controlled  by  Belladonna. 

In  croupous  pneumonia  of  the  clavicular  or  sub-scapular 
region,  when  there  is  an  hereditary  or  u  constitutional  predispo- 
sition to  tuberculosis,  the  exhibition  of  Kali  hydriod.  is  of  great 
value. 

We  should  not  fear  to  administer  Indine  and  the  Iodide  of 
potassium  in  spite  of  the  iiitcusity  of  the  fever,  fur  Aconite, 
judging  from  the  numerous  experiments  which  we  have  made, 
is  of  no  avail  against  croupo^is  infliimmatiou,  which  we  should 
strive  to  arrest  when  it  tends  to  become  localized,  —  a  thing 
which  we  have  often  accumpliBhed  in  a  surprising  ninnuer  by 
the  employment  of  these  remedies.  The  stronger  the  fever, 
the  smaller  and  more  divided  should  be  the  dose,  for  the  preit- 
urations  of  Iodine  might  increase  the  fever  and  the  intensity 
of  the  local  symptoms,  an  aggrBvatiuu  well-known  to  homceo- 
pathic  physicians. 

"W'e  advise  those  physicians  who  do  not  have  homteopathio 
remedies  al  their  disposal,  or  "who  do  not  diapense  them  them- 
selves, to  cause  a  half-drop  or  a  drop  of  the  Tincture  of  Iodine, 
a  half  graiu  or  a  grain  of  Kali  kydHod.,  to  be  dissolved  in  an 
ounce  of  distilled  water,  of  which  solution  a .teaspoonful  should 
be  given  every  half.hour  or  every  hour  according  to  the  vio- 
lence of  the  symptoms  and  the  age  of  the  patient. 

We  repeat  that  this  beneficial  action  of  the  preiuirations  of 
Iodine  at  the  commencement  of  the  localizution  of  croupous 
pneumonia  is  produced  without  any  critical  periods  or  regular 
cycle,  and  when  these  remedies  suffice  to  arrest  the  localization, 
they  accomjilish  it  iu  a  short  time  and  with  surprising  rapidity. 

These  important  facts,  which  we  were  the  first  to  establish,  wo 
have  been  collecting  for  more  than  twelve  years  with  care  and 
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precisiou;  wo  have  Dot  published  Ibem  because  it  was  our 
iDteiitioD  to  reproduce  them  iu  a  monograph  (ltJ65).  Each 
year  our  ezperieoce  has  beeu  strengthened  in  every  particular, 
and  to-day  we  can  recomniend  it  to  praotiaing  physicians  as  a 
eertain/aeC. 

Bromine  comes  next.  Judging  from  the  results  of  physiologi- 
cal pharinaco-dynumicB  and  from  toxicology,  it  bears  a  strong 
relation  to  pueumoDia.  In  the  experiments  on  animals,  beside 
the  different  iiiflammutury  lesiuns,  such  as  those  of  the  digestive 
tract  and  of  the  lymphatic  glands,  there  has  been  observed  an 
inflamtuation  of  the  larynx  and  bronchi  with  exudation  of  a 
plastic  lymph  which  obstructs  almost  entirely  the  respiratory 
tract,  moreover,  a  violent  inJtamTnaticm  of  the  lung  with  hepati- 
zation, especially  in  the  lower  lobes.  The  pathogenesis  of 
Bromine,  incomplete  and  imperfect  as  it  is.  furnishes  us  with 
symptoms  which  affect  the  respiratory  fuuctiou  in  a  marked 
degree, —  great  constriction  of  the  chest,  great  difficulty  of 
breathing  with  ardent  desire  to  get  air,  dyspnoea  with  violent 
stitches  in  the  lungs  on  taking  a  deep  inspiration,  with  frequent 
cough,  and  pains  in  the  head.  The  stethoscopic  signs  of  pneu  - 
mnnia,  however,  are  not  reported. 

Upon  these  pathogenetic  and  toxic  data,  we  have  administered 
Bromine  in  the  third  dilution,  in  the  same  way  aa  Iodine,  in  oases 
where  Iodine  and  JTali  hydriod.  failed  to  arrest  the  pneumonic 
process.    We  are  sufficiently  satisfied  with  the  results  obtained. 

We  must  confess,  however,  that  our  experience  with  this 
.  drug  is  neither  sufficiently  long  nor  extensive  for  us  to  say  with 
certainty  to  which  form  of  pneumonia  it  is  most  suitable.  Mean- 
while we  draw  the  attention  of  the  reader  to  this  remedy,  which 
renders  such  good  services  in  all  the  forms  of  croupous  inflam- 
mation, and  we  think  it  is  proper  to  exhibit  it  in  pneumonia 
when  Iodine  does  not  act,  when  the  inHummation  is  violent, 
extended,  more  central,  and  especially  when  the  lower  lobes 
are  attacked. 

Phosphorus  comes  third.  This  remedy  ha?  remarkable  symp- 
toms of  pneumonia,  equally  in  its  tuxicologic^l  and  in  its 
pharmnco-dynnmic  history ;  they  are  too  well  known  to  need 
repeating  here.     Moreover,  homoeopaths  have  employed  it  in  all 
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forms  of  pneumonia,  and  couM  not  exhaust  their  praises  of  it ; 
we  have  also  used  it  in  that  uffectioD,  and  iu  numerous  cases  of 
inflammation  of  the  chest ;  we  hove  watched  its  effects  with 
great  attention,  and  long  agocamfetothe  convictiou,  that  Phoa. 
moderates  the  symptoms  in  a  great  many  cases,  but  it  does  not 
always  modify  the  cyclic  course  of  the  disease  by  arresting  the 
progress  of  the  localization.  Such  is  notably  the  case  in  croupous 
pneumonia ;  the  local  extent  of  the  disease  is  by  no  means 
airested  by  the  use  of  this  remedy ;  we  have  often  seen  the 
febrile  symptoms  aggravated  thereafter,  fibrinous  infiltration 
developed,  and  the  disease  run  its  ordinary  cyclic  course,  even 
so  that  on  the  fifth,  seventh,  ninth,  eleventh,  or  even  the  fif- 
teenth day,  it  arrived  at  the  period  of  resolution :  such  a  result 
proves  nothing  in  favor  of  the  treatment.  At  the  oliuics  of  Prof. 
Skoda,  at  Vienna,  we  have  of'ien  seen  these  affections  of  the 
chest  run  through  their  normal  stages  under  the  influence  of 
inert  drugs,  such  as  the  extiact  of  Dog's  grass  or  of  Liquorice, 
and  in  our  own  practice  we  have  estublibhed  similarresults  with 
other  meditiiue  than  Phosphorus ;  hut  when  there  is  broncho- 
pneumonia, that  is  to  say,  when  inflammation  of  the  bronchi 
extends  to  the  pulmonary  alveoli,  then  Pkos.  is  the  sovereign 
remedy.  "Wo  will,  then,  resume  the  treatment  of  catarrhal 
pneumoQiH . 

In  pleuro-pneumonia,  Phos.  has  no  especial  action ;  here  we 
much  prefer  Tartar  emetic. 

From  our  observation  of  Phos.*^,  it  should  be  employed  in 
croupous  pneumonia  only  when  other  symptoms  indicate  it  in  a 
very  precise  manner.  Especially  when  the  sickness  is  very 
protracted,  when  infiltration  is  considerable,  when  the  fever  is 
low,  even  remittent;  the  patient  is  pale,  weak,  and  prostrated, 
the  sputa  are  viscous,  expectoration  difficult ;  we  cannot  estab- 
lish one  sign  of  resolution,  a  watery  diarrhoea  supervenes,  which 
makes  us  fear  a  rapid  sinking  of  strength ;  sometimes  the  tongue 
becomes  dry,  there  is  some  delirium,  finally  adynumio  symptoms. 
In  this  case  Phos.  can  restore  the  vital  forces,  set  up  a  healthful 
reaction,  and  give  the  disease  a  better  aspect ;  here  it  does  nut 
act  as  an  anti-pueumonic,  but  as  a  toutc ;  it  is  only  iu  a  second- 
ary manner  that  it  bears  upon  the  progress  of  the  pneumonia. 
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Thus  we  see  how  Phoa.  is  so  appropriate  id  typhoid  and  hypo- 
static pneumonia ;  it  is  equally  serviceable  in  combating  certain 
symptoms  of  interstitial  pneumonia,  with  hsemoptysis  and  tuber- 
cles. 

We  will  now  resume. 

Tartar  emetic  occupies  the  fourth  rank  among  remedies  for 
iaflammation  of  the  lungs ;  one  is  easily  convinced  by  reading 
its  pathogenesis ;  we  have  frequently  employed  it  in  different 
forms  and  stages.  We  are  convinced  that  in  pleuro-pneumonia 
it  has  a  rapid  and  certain  action,  but  in  croupous  and  catarrhal 
pneumonia,  although  able  to  change  for  the  better  certain  mor- 
bid symptoms,  it  cannot  shorten  the  course  of  the  disease. 

Given  symptomatically,  Tartar  emetic  can  render  great  ser- 
vice in  leading  the  disease  to  a  happy  issue  ;  thus,  for  example, 
in  the  stage  of  hepatization,  when  some  symptoms  of  resolution 
have  already  been  established,  .and  r&les  are  heard  with  much 
rattling  in  the  hepatized  parts  and  when  the  patient  has  not 
sufficient  strength  to  expectorate  this  great  quantity  of  accumu- 
lated mucus ;  when  tracheal  r&les  are  established  and  pulmonary 
paralysis  is  feared.  This  staters  observed  chiefly  in  old  people 
and  children.  Even  when  collateral  inflammation  sets  up  in  the 
parts  of  the  lungs  spared  by  the  disease,  and  more  or  less  r&Ies 
are  already  heard ;  when  dyspnoea,  cough,  cyanosis,  increase  so 
that  we  fear  pulmonary  cedema ;  finally,  when  icterus  is  added, 
and  sensitiveness  of  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  meteorism,  nausea, 
and  vomiting,  —  symptoms  most  frequently  met  iu  pneumonia 
of  drunkards,  —  we  usually  give  Tartar  em.'*'  or  *",  eight  to 
ten  drops  in  half  a  glass  of  water,  two  teaspoonfuls  every 
half-hour  or  hour.  We  advise  giving  a  stronger  dose  and  a  lower 
dilution,  in  order  to  avoid  diarrhoea,  which  would  weaken  the 
patient.  Should  an  emetic  become  necessary,  we  give  prefer- 
ence to  Ipecac,  fur  the  reason  we  have  indicated  in  our  article 
on  bronchitis.* 

(When  capillary  bronchitis  makes  new  progress,  notwith- 
standing the  use  of  Ipecac.  (^),  and  when  dyepncea  increases. 
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when  cyanosis  Bupervenes,  wben  the  features  express  great 
anguish,  when  cnid  sweat  covers  the  forehead,  when  the  extrem- 
ities grow  cold  while  the  face  preserves  its  warmth,  then  it  is 
necessary  to  give  Tartar  em.'  or  Arsenic.',  every  hour  or  half- 
hour  ;  sometimes  Lachesif^  and  Va-atTum*^  may  also  be 
employed. 

So  grave  a-  condition  often  amends  under  the  influence  of  this 
treatment;  dyspnoea  diminishes,  the  congh  becomes  easier; 
there  is  abundant,  firm,  white  i^puta,  sometimes  preserving  the 
arborescent  torm  of  the  bronchi  (in  children,  sometimes  found 
in  the  stools)  ;  an  amelioration  is  apparent,  and  the  patient  con- 
valesces, thqugh  slowly. 

If  there  is  no  amelioration,  the  patient  falls,  little  by 
little,  into  a  soporous  condition;  then  comes  collapse,  tbe  cikin 
becomes  livid,  tracheal  rAles  are  heard  (symptoms  of  blood- 
poisoning  by  carbonic  acid),*  and  the  pittieut  succumbs  to 
capillary  bronchitis  or  acute  pulmonary  tedema. 

Sometimes  there  are  symptoms  which  cause  ptdtnonary 
paralytis  or  cerebral  apoplext/  to  be  suspected. 

In  the  first  place  the  tracheal'  r&les  l>ecome  stronger,  signs  of 
general  weakness  augment,  seniiiliility  is  less  keen,  there  is 
marked  cyanosis  and  collHp!<e,  at  the  same  time  expeetoratioo 
becomes  impossible  because  the  congh  diminishes  in  force  and 
frequency  ;  it'  the  patient  attempts  to  cough,  one  would  think 
he  were  going  to  throw  up  a  great  quantity  of  mucus,  but  it 
recedes  into  the  bronchi,  and  the  r&les  return  still  stronger. 
In  such  a  case,  Tartar  em.  ^,  in  doses  very  close  together 
(every  five  minutes),  is  the  only  homoeopathic  medicine  which 
can  ameliorate  ;  but  if  it  docs  not  relieve  very  soon,  there  is  no 
time  to  lose,  for  symptoms  of  paralysis  become  more  and  more 
menacing.  The  vital  indication  demands  that  we  promptly,  by 
mechanical  means,  disengage  the  bronchi  ot  the  mucus  which 
is  there  accumulated.  Forthin  purpose  we  use  ^ecac.  in  doses  of 
six,  eight,  and  ten  grains  each ;  we  give  these  powders  every 
five  minutes,  till  we  produce  free  vomiting,  after  which,  in 
favorable  cases,  we  get  amelioration  of  tbe  symptoms. 

Wbeu  apoplexy  menaces,  tbe  tongue  and  the  face  become 
bluish,  and  puff  up  from  time  to  time,  the  veins  on  tbe  surface 
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of  the  bead  and  neck  are  distended,  the  conjunctiva  is  injected 
with  dark-red  blood,  dyspooea  is  very  mnrked,  and  the  cough 
has  110  Btreugtli.  Wbile  the  organ?  of  sense  and  soneibility 
are  unattacked,  and  the  patient  can  still  speak,  GlonoiTte  ^  is 
the  only  homoeopathic  remedy  that  can  ameliorate ;  but  we  must 
give  it  every  five  minutes.  When  sensibility  is  blunted,  and 
the  patient  can  no  longer  speak  intelligibly,  the  vital  indi- 
cation is  equally  apparent.  In  such  a  case  we  should  make 
every  effort  to  save  the  patient.  There  is  nothing  to  hope  from 
internal  remedies,  and  the  slightest  delay  augments  the  danger. 
It  becomes  necessary  to  use  mechanical  means  to  diminish  the 
pressure  upon  the  capillaries,  —  the  cause  of  this  extreme  con- 
dition. Hero  duty  exacts  that  the  physician  abandon  every 
idea  of  system,  and  employ  the  only  means  which,  according 
ti>  the  most  renowned  practitioners  of  every  school,  can  alone 
save  the  patient.  In  this  case  phlebotomy  is  the  last  resort  of 
the  physician.  In  happy  cases  the  effect  of  bleeding  is  truly 
mugio ;  it  is  as  if  a  band  were  removed  from  the  patient's 
neck. 

If  no  amelioration  follows  the  Emetic,  which  does  not  always 
succeed,  or  the  bleeding,  the  patient  is  lost;  but  there  remains 
to  the  physician  the  conviction  that  he  has  tried  every  possible 
means  of  saving  him. 


GRAPHITES  IN   AUEKOBRHCEA. 

BT  O.   WESSELntEFT,   H.  D. 

\_Contiwied  from  latt  number.} 

The  following  case  presents  imperfect  data  in  the  form  of 
scanty  symptoms,  but  as  it  is  not  au  isolated  fact,  it  ia  worth 
recording  among  other  oases  of  a  similar  character. 

Oct.  8,  1873,  Miss  S.  reported  that  she  had  not  had  her 
mendtrual  period  for  three  months,  and  suffered  from  constipa- 
tion. The  patient  was  unmarried,  of  an  anxious  disposition, 
characterized  by  nervous  restlessness,  despondent,  and  trov&led 
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with  Jear  concerning  her  health,  and  shed  tears  in  rdating  her 
«tory;  she  was  forty-three  years  of  age.  UDcertain  aa  the  iodi- 
cationa  were,  I  prescribed  Gh-aphitea  **  •*•,  one  powder  each 
night. 

Oct.  17  thia  patient  reported  that  her  menses  came  od 
properly  during  the  week :  her  coiistipatioo  bad  likewise  dis- 
appeared, and  her  physical  feeling  of  relief  was  greatly 
heightened  by  the  conaciousness  that  the  summer  of  life  had 
not  yet  departed,  notwithstanding  a  few  autumnal  days. 
Native  reflneineat  prevented  an  ezpreasiou  of  fonder  hopes, 
yet  even  a  dull  obaorver  might  have  perceived  flickering  traces 
of  their  revival  when  she  inquired  for  the  name  of  the  med- 
icine and  asked  for  another  prescription  of  the  same.  Per- 
chance the  wise  assertion  will  ytjt  prove  to  be  true,  that 
Qraphitea  is  in  the  climacteric  period  what  PulaaUlla  is  in 
youth. 

The  following  case  ia  one  of  long-suppressed  menstruation, 
and  is  remarkable  on  account  of  the  absence  of  symptoms  of 
physical  discomfort. 

Mrs.  N.,  Oct.  22,  1873,  had  gone  over  her  last  menstrual 
period,  which  had  not  made  its  appearance,  and  was  in  doubt 
whether  to  attribute  this  state  to  pregnancy.  She  was  about 
thirty  years  old,  and  had  two  healthy  children,  the  younger  over 
a  year  old ;  since  the  birth  of  which,  hor  menses  had  appeared 
quite  regularly  for  montiis.  As  she  never  experienced  discom- 
fort during  the  early  stage  of  pregnancy  before,  it  seemed  very 
probable  that  this  condition  existed.  The  only  course  was  to 
watch  and  wait,  under  the  influence  of  a  few  doses  of  Palaa- 
tilla.  But  the  next  period  passed  and  the  next.  Although 
there  was  no  sign  of  the  appearance  of  the  monthly  flow,  there 
wei-e  no  symptoms  of  bodily  discomfort  of  any  kind.  The 
fourth  month  had  nearly  elapsed,  when  feeling  no  motion,  as 
she  usually  did  early  in  pregnancy,  the  case  became  curious, 
especially  as  palpation  of  the  abdominal  walla  revealed  no 
enlatgment  of  the  womb.  Still  tbis  might  have  escaped  detec- 
tion, as  sometimes  happens  in  fat  subjects  with  roomy  pelvis. 
But  as  there  was  no  enlargement  of  the  breasts,  the  existence 
of  pregnancy  became  very  doubtful. 
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Yet  the  only  symptom  waa  absence  of  menstruation,  with 
every  sign  of  perfect  health  aud  comfort,  and  the  patient 
demandfld  of  her  medical  attendaut  either  the  restitution  of  her 
menses  or  the  proof  of  pregnaucy.  Certainly,  a  perplexing 
dilemma,  like  thH,t  of  an  impecunious  individual  confronted  by 
his  creditor,  who,  mighty  in  the  justice  of  bis  cause,  demands 
money  or  the  loss  to  his  victim  of  something  far  more  valuable. 
If  in  this  case  the  person  making  the  demand  had  not  been  so 
persistently  ladylike  and  oontidiug,  escape  would  have  been 
lees  difficult ;  but  that  was  out  of  the  question.  Poriect  com- 
posure under  such  circumstances  is  our  only  means  of  safety. 
Where  there  isblood  and  coufusion,  a  little  fidgetiness  may  escape 
detection.  Not  so  in  this  case.  "If  I'm  not  pregnant,  dear 
doctor,  what  am  1 7  "  reiterates  the  gentle  patient  with  distract- 
ing persistency,  while  your  most  adroit  endeavors  to  fathom  the 
mystery  are  fruitless  ;  there  is  not  a  symptom  to  guide  you. 

With  utmost  serenity,  and  without  the  loss  of  another  word, 
the  patient  is  offered  six  powders  of  Qraphitea,  "  '*•,  with  the 
injunction  to  take  one  every  third  night,  and  is  admonished  that 
in  a  few  days  she  will  know  her  fate,  as  you  hope. 

Fortunately  things  turned  out  as  desired  and  ardently  hoped 
for.  On  the  10th  of  January  the  medicine  was  prescribed,  and 
oQ  Feb.  6  the  menses  appeared  and  progressed  naturally  and 
painlessly,  though  somewhat  more  profusely  than  usual.  That 
was  a  year  and  a  half  ago,  and  still  all  is  well,  and  still  there 
is  the  same  absence  of  symptoms.     Hard  times,  tbey  say. 


CAUSTICUM  IN  POST-DIPHTHEBITIC  PARALYSIS  IN  THE 
FAUCES. 

A.  H.   TOMFEIHS,  H.  D. 

In  a  family  where  a  daughter  of  seven  years  had  just  died  of 
diphtheria  under  old-school  treatment,  a  son  of  five  years  sur- 
vived a  severe  type  of  the  same  disease  under  the  use  otBelL, 
Mere,  prot.,  Kaii  bich.,  etc.,  in  the  hands  of  my  partner,  Dr. 
Cross. 

Deo.  1,  1875,  ursrenoy  of  other  engagements  forbidding  his 
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attendance,  I  visited  tlie  patient  in  Dr.  Cross's  steai).  Found 
him  very  nearly  free  of  the  local  diaease,  but  suffering  from 
anaemia  with  stomach  irritation,  characterized  by  nausea  and 
vomiting  of  food,  with  very  sour  breath,  desire  for  ice  to  hold 
in  the  mouth,  etc.  Though  dressed  and  walking  abont  the 
room  he  would  frequently  retire  voluntarily  to  aaoUior  room 
and  lie  down,  aa  if  from  sudden  weakness.  Pallor  was  marlted. 
The  urine  showed  some  albumen.  Added  to  this  the  speech  was 
unintelligible,  though  he  had  formerly  spoken  distinetiy,  and 
upon  attempting  to  swallow  fluids,  much  would  retnm  through 
the  nose.  Having  received  Anenicum  before  with  little  appar- 
ent benefit,  I  now  left  him  I'hos.  '  ""•  in  water,  every  three 
hours,  and  encouraged  the  parents  to  believe  that  control  of  the 
muBoles  of  epeeob  and  deglutition  would  be  regained  as  the  gen- 
eral strength  increased. 

Dec.  6.  Some  improvement  in  condition  of  stomach,  though 
there  is  still  sour  vomiting  of  ingesta  and  phlegm  occasionally, 
and  sour  breath  pretty  constantly,  bowels  constipated,  the 
mother  describing  "limy-looking  sputa"  in  the  solid  fieoea, 
which  in  othor  respects  reminded  her  of  the  stools  of  a  dog. 
Upon  examining  the  throat,  which  was  a  difficult  prmedure, 
owing  to  the  patient's  retching  aa  soon  as  the  mouth  wan  fairly 
opened,  the  uvula  was  found  apparently  stuck  to  the  right 
anterior  curtain,  as  if  being  wholly  without  tone ;  a  chanc«  devi- 
ation from  its  normal  position  bad  been  maintained  by  the 
adhesive  nature  ot  the  secrelious,  which  were  very  abuiidaat, 
though  not  easily  detached  by  hawking.  My  improssios, 
received  at  this  and  subsequent  ezamiaatioua,  was  that  it  was 
adherent  sometimes  to  one  and  sometimes  to  the  other  side,  but 
have  since  doubted  whether  it  was  not  always  to  the  same  right 
side,  in  which  case  a  paralysis  affecting  only  the  left  half  would 
ufford  the  best  explanation  of  the  fact.  Speech  and  deglutition 
were  not  in  the  least  improved.  Depending  still  more  upon 
general  strength  to  overcome  this  state  of  things  than  u[)on 
specific  medication,  I  gave  directions  for  a  substantial  diet  at 
regular  houi-s,  and  left  Rheum.  '  ^"*  in  water,  three  doses  daily 
for  several  days.  Of  course  I  depended  upon  nature,  because  I 
didn't  know  the  true  similimum. 
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I  did  nnt  see  the  boy  again  till  Dec.  28.  He  was  then  very 
much  improved  in  strength  and  flesh,  but  his  pnrentswere  tired 
of  waiting  for  him  to  regnin  intelligible  speech  and  ability  to 
drink  without  making  a  spectacle  of  himself  at  the  table.  The 
hopes  I  had  held  out  to  them  bnd  not  been  rerilied  in  these 
respects  to  the  slightest  extent,  »nd  I  now  noticed,  what  bad  not. 
appeared  at  my  last  visit,  an  unsteadiness  in  gait  while  running 
abont  at  his  play,  for  which  he  seemed  to  have  quite  sufficient 
energy  and  spirit.  There  was  even  a  silly  merrinoss  over  it, 
which  the  mother  assured  me  was  not  nature.  He  did  not  ap- 
pear to  be  aware  of  anything  wrong  in  hie  walk  or  convereation. 
His  mother  mentioned  a  cou;h,  noticeable  principally  at  night. 

Having  decided  before  leaving  the  office  to  follow  Kane's 
suggestion  of  Kali  brom.  (though  he  speaks  only  of  postdiph- 
theritic "anffisthesia  of  the  roof  of  the  mouth  and  fauces"  in 
connection  with  this  remedy  nnd  Argenlum,  while,  In  the  cane 
under  consideration,  I  mudt  think  the  motor  nerves,  were  also 
involved ),  I  left  some  jiowders  of  A'aZt&roni.,  crude,  to  dissolve 
for  a^rgle  thrice  daily. 

Jan.  1,  llilTS.  No  improvement.  Cough  seems  to  trouble 
considerably  at  night.  Stools  have  the  same  peculiar  appear- 
ance. His  liemmnig  imU  hawking  have  a  singular  resemblance 
to  the  same  efforts  in  very  old  men.  Continue  Kali  brom., 
gurgle,  and  swallow  a  teaepoonful  each  time. 

Jan.  6.  The  father  called  in  the  evening,  and  wanted  to 
know  if  I  could  uot  do  somelhing  to  relieve  the  boy's  cough. 
Said  James  would  wake  up  from  two  to  four  times  in  the  night, 
and  cough  sometimes  fur  an  hour  without  cessation,  unless  it 
were  for  a  short  time  after  taking  a  swallow  of  water;  and 
though  the  cough  sounded  very  loose,  he  could  not  expectorate 
at  all.  There  was  still  no  improvement  in  speech  or  swallowing 
of  liquids.  As  Raue's  recommendation  of  Argentum  for  a  similar 
sequela  in  the  fauces  was  based  solely  on  the  fact  of  his  having 
"  cured  a  numbness  in  the  fauces  by  it,"  no  attendant  symptoms 
or  other  reason  for  its  use  being  adduced,  1  here  reliuquidhed  my 
intention  of  u^iiig  that  remedy,  owing  to  a  glimmering  of  some- 
thing better  ahead,  perhaps,  and  considered  the  symptoms. 
First,  the  latest  ones  of  the  cough,  which  was  worse  at  night. 
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loose  sounding,  but  without  ea^ectoration,  allayed  for  a  time  by 
a  swallow  of  water;  then  the  tottering  gait  gare,  as  I  thought, 
the  fiuishing  touch  to  an  indication  for  Galisiicum,  and  I  accord- 
ingly gave  that  remedy  in  the  30th  potency,  twelve  powdera, 
one  to  be  taken  after  each  paroxysm  of  cough,  providing  they 
were  two  hours  apart,  otherwise  skip  and  give  after  the  nest 
one. 

Two  weeks  later,  not  having  heard  from  the  ease,  I  called 
ont  of  curiosity  to  know  what  had  happened.  Judge  of  my 
pleasure  when  James  answered  my  salutation  in  well-articulated 
speech,  and,  walking  across  the  floor,  showed  that  his^lega 
were  BO  queer "  uo  longer.  The  mother  was  on  the  point  of 
coming  to  the  office  simply  to  tell  what  a  change  the  last  medi- 
cine had  wrought.  I  learned  that  not  more  than  three  or  four 
powders  hod  been  taken  before  a  decided  improvement  in  the 
cough  waa  apparent,  and  at  the  same  time  the  speech  was 
noticeably  more  distinct.  After  that,  four  or  five  days  sufficed 
to  rid  him  entirely  of  the  cough,  as  welt  as  of  any  disability  of 
speech  or  swallowing  of  liquids.  The  stools  became  nakiral, 
and  his  return  to  health  waa  rapid  and  uninterrupted.  Since 
then,  up  to  this  time  (November,  1876),  his  mother  thinks  he 
has  been,  in  several  respects,  very  mnch  healthier  even  than 
before  he  had  diphtheria,  —  a  state  of  things,  if  true,  not  often 
obtaining,  I  suspect. 

I  should  state  that  at  this  last  visit  I  found  a  recent  develop- 
ment in  the  form  of  diplopia,  which  yielded  in  a  day  or  two  to 
Qeltfl. 


A  CLINICAL  CASE. 

BT   W.  F.  BHEP&BD,  K.  D.,  BA^KOOB,  HE. 

Lucr  F.,  aged  fifteen  years,  light  hair,  gray-blue  eyes ;  nat- 
urally of  a  bright  and  lively  disposition  and  amiable  tempera- 
ment.    Resides  in  Plainfield,  Conn. 

When  seven  years  of  age  she  had  a  severe  and  alarming 
illness,  lasting  about  six  weeks,  of  which  pain  was  the  most 
prominent  symptom,  first  in  the  head  and  later  in  the  stom- 
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ach  and  lower  part  of  the  body.  Cannot  ascertain  whether 
the  pains  were  rbeumnt'ic  or  neuralgic  in  character.  She  was 
treated  mostly  with  Morphine. 

From  that  time  for  several  years  she  was  sntiject  to  slight 
attacks  of  a  similar  character. 

About  a  year  and  a  half  since,  the  trouble  began  to  gain  upon 
her,  and  increased  in  severity  ench  month. 

A  year  ago,  in  reply  to  some  inquiries  concerning  her  case, 
I  received  by  letter  the  following  from  her  aunt :  "  She  (the 
patient)  says,  there  is  no  commencement  to  the  pains,  and  no 
end  —  for  they  are  all  the  time  when  she  is  awake.  They 
work  simuUaDeously  in  the  head,  back,  stomach,  arms,  hips, 
legs,  and  feet.  They  are,  however,  more  severe  in  one  local- 
ity than  another, as  a  general  thing;  of  late  they  have  been 
more  acute  in  the  head,  running  down  the  hack  of  the  neck 
(nut  drawing  the  head  back).  These  pains  are  attended  con- 
stantly by  nausea,  and  the  more  severe  the  pain  the  greater  the 
nausea.  She  says  it  is  difficult  to  descrilw  it.  The  sensation 
is  as  if  one  in  front  and  another  behind  were  pulling  at  her 
head  as  though  they  would  tear  it  asunder.  So  with  the 
limbs :  it  seems  as  if  some  one  were  trying  to  draw  them  from 
the  body.  Sometimes  spasms  of  sharp  pain  shoot  across  from 
ear  to  ear,  and  through  the  eyes.  The  pains  grow  slowly 
worse  toward  five  o'clock  P.  M.,  and  do  not  abate  until  ten, 
eleven,  and  sometimes  twelve  o'clock,  when  sleep  comes  in 
spite  of  the  pain.  She  awakes  with  it,  and  after  a  languid 
morning  and  some  breakfast,  she  will  be  comparatively  com 
fortable  for  several  hours.  She  does  not  sleep  at  all  in  the 
day-time. 

"No  particular  tenderness  of  the  spine,  except  what  comes 
from  lying  in  bed  ;  never  had  any  humor,  except  what  is  called 
'hives,'  which  appeared  three  years  since  and  which  has  been 
an  occasional  annoyance  at  times.  The  pains  are  neither 
relieved  nor  aggravated  by  walking  or  moving;  warm,  clear 
weather  favorable ;  cold  and  wet,  otherwise  ;  cold  applications 
not  well  borne." 

As  I  have  said,  that  was  a  year  ago.      During  a  recent  visit 
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to  Connecticut  I  gleaned  the  following :  For  the  past  year  the 
pains  have  continugd  ubout  the  Bame,  thaugh  less  severe  at 
timea.  Great  nervous  excitability  hits  supervened.  She  can 
see  no  one  but  her  immediate  family.  If  even  an  intimiite 
friend  should  enter  the  room  unannounced,  she  would  be  pros- 
trated by  nervous  shocks  for  hours.  She  cannot  bo  touched, 
and  scarcely  moved,  on  account  of  exceBsire  tenderness  of  the 
flesh,  especially  of  the  lower  limbs.  There  is  occasional  nun)1>- 
ncss  in  the  body  and  limbs,  particularly  the  latter.  Limbs  and 
alMlomen  swollen  and  "shiny."  Could  not  ascertain  if  it  is 
anasarca,  but  the  impression  was  that  there  is  no  pitting  on 
pressure.  Has  to  sit  almost  straight  to  avoid  palpitation  of 
the  heart  and  distressed  breathing,  induced  by  the  recumbent 
posture. 

Tongue  and  iauces  at  times  coated  with  whitish  substance, 
nod  when  this  occurs  there  is  a  choking  sensation  ;  great  intoler- 
ance of  light  and  ndise ;  has  been  regular  in  menstrual  functions 
all  through  her  sickness,  —  which  is  quife  remarkable.  A  great 
portion  of  the  time  she  sufiers  Irom  chills  down  the  spine,  acccro- 
panied  by  intense  burning  in  the  stomach,  and  extreme  nausea. 
She  has  vomited  but  twice  during  her  illness,  although  the  nausea 
has  been  such  a  constant  symptom.  There  is  great  loathing  oi 
food  and  considerable  losa  of  taste.  At  one  time,  during  the 
summer,  for  thirti/-aixdai/s  in  succession  no  nourishment  of  any 
kind  or  description  passed  her  lips,  neither  was  anything  given 
by  enema ;  she  took  nothing  but  pure  cold  water.  Since  then 
her  diet  has  consisted  chiefly  of  a  little  weak  coffee  and  small 
quantities  of  weak  clam  or  oyster  broth  daily ;  she  has  always 
cruved  a  good  deal  of  salt  in  the  food.  There  is  intense  thirst 
for  large  quantities  of  water;  bowels  are  usually  loose,  dis- 
charges watery  and  painless;  ftecaldischargeSiWhenany,  consist 
of  hard,  small  lumps ;  mind  clear,  and  she  is  generally  cheerful. 
She  has  taken  a  good  de:il  of  Mercury  (in  shape  of  blue  pill), 
QuiniTie,  snd  Opium  iu  some  form  in  times  psst,  but  hns  had  no 
medicine  for  several  months.  The  only  relief  from  the  pain  she 
ever  experienced  was  for  a  few  days  through  the  ministrations 
of  a  magnetic  physician.     As  the  patient  is  a  near  relative  of 
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mine  I  am  Dftturally  miicli  interested  in  her  cose.  I  h»Te  not 
Been  her  since  she  has  beeu  ill,  but  got  this  account  from  her 
friends.  Of  course  the  report  of  any  case  is  incomplete  without 
a  transcript  of  a  full  phyaical  exploration,  but  as  it  is  impossible 
to  obtain  that  I  will  venture  to  ask,  From  the  ttymptoms  detailed, 
what  is  the  disease  and  what  the  remedy  ? 

P.  S.  —  Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  heard  from  the  case 
as  follows:  The  swelling  of  the  abdomen  had  gone  entirely 
down,  and  there  was  a  partial  diminution  in  the  swelling  of  the 
limbs,  neck,  and  face.  The  pain  in  the  stomach  and  lower 
Hmbs,  especially  the  feet,  had  returned  with  redoubled  force, 
and  is  described  as  "  temfic."  The  mother  of  the  patient  is  an 
experienced  nurse  and  a  very  intelligent  -lady,  and  she  says 
that  there  is  no  pitting  on  pressure,  knowing  herself  that  such 
a  condition  would  indicate  dropsy. 


DIPHTHERIA. 

JOSH   3.   SHAW,    H.   D.,   PLTMOCTU,  HiLSS. 

There  were  a  large  number  ofcases  of  diphtheria  in  Plymouth 
last  winter  and  spring,  of  which  I  treated  upwards  of  sixty. 

One  of  my  firtt  cases  was  a  child  live  years  old,  robust  and 
healthy. 

About  the  sixth  day  the  membrane  commenced  a  gangrenous 
degeneration,  which  resulted  in  frequent  and  severe  epistaxis, 
much  blood  and  gangrenous  tissue  passing  down  the  throat  and 
causing  frequent  vomiting.  She  died  from  exhaustion,  symp- 
toms of  laryngitis  appearing  just  before  death. 

The  case  was  treated  with  Bapl.'  and  Merc,  bin.',  which  ap- 
parently had  .HO  effect  on  the  progress  of  the  disease.  I  also 
used  some  Carbo  veg.  crude,  which  seemed  to  have  a  slight  effect 
on  the  hemorrh^e. 

In  all  cases  after  this  where  there  was  epistaxis  I  have  always 
used  Carbo  veg.  '*,  and  have  never  known  it  to  fail.  I  think  its 
effect  has  been  more  marked  when  I  have  left  powders  to  be 
administered  whenever  the  above  symptom  has  appeared,  than 
when  it  has  been  dissolved  and  given  every  two  or  three  hours. 

VOL.  XI.    MO.  XI.  33  Lxii.  ^  vLiOOqIc 
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I  have  seen  no  good  effect  from  Merc.  bin.  One  case  (a  boy 
of  eight  years)  Id  wbicb,  under  its  use,  laiyngitis  was  developed, 
I  succeeded  in  ^curin^  with  Kali  bickro.  ^,  Spongia,  and  hot 
applicntiona  to  the  throat.  Another  similar  case,  in  spite  of 
similar  means,  progressed  to  the  fatal  issue. 

Ill  children  there  has  been  a  marked  teudeiicy  to  the  develop- 
ment of  the  croupous  form,  even  in  9iild  cases,  and  no  mediciue 
(Lach.,  Spongia,  etc.)  has  seemed  to  have  any  effect  to  prevent. 
More  than  h:ilf  such  patients  died.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
one  little  gif  I,  who  was  suffering  severe  dyspncea,  repeatedly  re- 
lieved by  a  powder  (2  grs.)  of  Kali  bichro.  ^^  and  ultimately 
cured.     The  above  means  cured  six  out  of  fourteen. 

In  the  majority  of  cases  I  have  employed  the  alcoholic  spray 
as  au  application  to  the  throat.  This  has  seemed  to  act  very 
favorably  by  its  homoaopatbic  action  (ut)  I  conceive)  on  the  throat 
and  by  its  power  to  disiutegriite  the  membrane,  while  it  also 
tended  to  prevent  gangrenous  degeneration.  When  there  haa 
been  a  decided  tendency  to  the  latter  result,  I  have  sometimes 
added  a  little  Carbolic  acid  with  good  results. 

I  think  highly  of  local  internal  applications,  and  in  fuct  have 
not  lost  a  case  in  which  the  patient  was  old  enough  or  brave 
enough  to  have  this  matter  thoroughly  attended  to.  External 
applications  I  consider  equally  important. 

lu  ordinary  cases  salt  water  applied  cold  and  changed  quite 
frequently  has  prevented  the  discoloration  which  often  appears. 
In  the  laryngeal  variety  a  slice  of  pork,  well  peppered,  or  paint- 
ing with  Iodine  has  done  better.  Gdaeminum  has  seemed  to 
net  well  in  the  drowsy  period  and  when  there  have  been  nj rvous 
twitchings. 


NUPIIAR  LUTEA  AS   ANTIDOTE  TO  RHUS    TOXICODEN- 
DRON. 
In  May  of  the  present  year,  being  severely   poisoned   by 

poison  ivy,  I  tried  quite  a  number  of  remedies  without  relief- 
After  suffering  about  two  weeks,  and  growing  uo  better, 

being  advised  to  wash  the  parts  iiffcctcd  with  the  juice  of  the 

Muphar  Lutea,  I  procured  some  of  the  fresh  root,  and  applied 
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the  juice  with  almoat  magical  effect.  Tlie  paia  and  swelliQg 
were  relieved  ia  a  short  time,  and  from  the  time  that  £  ttegan  its 
use,  recovery  was  much  hastened.  My  design  in  bringing  this 
remedy  forward  in  this  connection  is  that  I  do  Dot  remember 
of  ever  seeing  it  noticed  as  an  iiiitidote  for  Rhus  tox. 

At  the  same  time  that  the  li^aphar  Lutea  was  applied  exter- 
nally, Rhus"'  was  taken  three  times  a  day. 

Since  writing  the  above,  two  cases  of  Rhus  puiaouing  have 
presented  themselves,  _and  have  been  treated  looally  witb 
Nuphar  Lutea ;  internally,  with  Rhus  tox.'^,  three  timed  a 
day.     The  result  has  been  siitisfactory. 

B.  A.   Sawtexle. 


Operation  for  Obliteration  of  Depressed  Cicatrices  ArTXB 
GLANorLAR  Abscess  ok  Exfoliation  of  Bone. — Mr.  William  Adams 
has  performed  this  operation  witb  great  succuas.  So  many  faoi;a  are 
rendered  uosightly  by  these  deep  cicatrices,  that  aay  O[)i'ration  vhich 
results  in  the  removal  of  the  detbrmities  must  be  a  blessing  to  ihoiie 
afflicted  by  ihem.  The  operation  is  original,  and  consists  in  subcu< 
taneoiisly  dividing  all  the  deep  adhesions  of  the  cicatrix,  by  a  teno- 
tomy-knire  introduced  a  little  beyond  the  margin  of  ihe  ciuacrix,  and 
carried  down  to  its  base,  so  as  to  careruily  and  thoroughly  evert  the 
cicatrix,  wbicb  remains  prominently  raised.  Two  hair-lip  pins  or  fine 
needles  :ire  then  passed  through  the  base,  at  right  angles  lo  each  other, 
so  as  to  maintain  the  cicatrix  in  itseveited  and  raised  position,  where 
it  is  so  retained  for  three  days.  At  tbe  end  of  this  time  the  needles 
are  removed,  and  the  somewhat  snollen  and  infiltrated  cicatricial  tissue 
{s  allowed  to  et;ttle  gradually  down  to  the  proper  level  of  the  skin. 
He  give:^  the  full  history  of  three  such  operations  in  bis  jiap'jr.  The 
permanency  of  tbe  cure  is  illustrateil  by  cuts  of  two  cases,  in  one  of 
whicb  tbe  operation  was  done  nine,  and  in  tbe  ()tber  three  years  ago. 
The  deprosaiona  seem  to  be  completely  obliterated. — British  Medical 
Journal,  April  'J9,  1876. 

The  Coorsk  op  Certain  Braik  Fibbes  — A.  Frey  communicatea 
the  following  case  to  the  JrcA./ /*8^i;/t.  e(c.,  vi,  p.  3:17.  A  man  died 
of  erysipelas  soon  after  tbe  development  of  the  symptoms  of  a  local- 
ized cerebral  paresis.  At  the  autopsy  (he  only  lesion  found  was  a 
small,  ahnrply-circumscribed  focus  of  softening  in  the  middle  of  the 
white  substance  of  tbe  right  hemisphere,  at  the  level  of  tbe  under 
snrfiice  of  the  corpus  calloaura,  between  Ibe  nucleus  caudatn-i  internally 
and  the  fossa  of  Sylvius  externally,  at  about  the  heiglit  of  the  anteri- 
or third  of  tbe  corpus  strinlum.  As  the  paresis  involved  the  whole 
left  arm,  left  angle  of  the  mouth,  ami  left  half  of  th^'tongae,  it  was 
assumed  that  tbe  fibres  for  the  innervation  of  these  parts  must  run 
throngb  the  seat  of  softening.  —  Centrtilbl.  f.  d.  Med,    Wist.,  May  6, 
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HAHNEMANN  PUIIUSHING   SOCIETY. 

We  wish  to  call  the  especial  attention  or  our  readers  to  this  Soci- 
ety, an  account  of  which  appeared  in  oar  last  issue  in  connection  tritb 
a  letter  from  our  Liverpool  correspondent. 

Its  objects,  as  stated  in  the  communication,  are,  "  The  publicatioa 
of  English  and  the  translation  of  foreign,  well-airanged  Horoceo- 
palhic  works."  At  present  the  Society  ie  engaged  in  publishing 
three  boolcs  vhich  are  of  paramount  importance  to  every  homoBo- 
pathic  practitioner  in  the  world,  the  Haknemann  Materia  Medica,  the 
Btitiah  Repertory,  and  the  TlierapeuUc  Purl  of  the  Repertory. 

The  Materia  Medica  is  designed  to  contain  nothing  but  the  pure 
effects  of  drugs,  witliout  the  admixture  of  cfi'nicoi  symptoms  so  com- 
mon in  our  text^)x)oks ;  tliese  efiecls  are  to  be  arranged  in  ".  the  nat- 
ural order  of  their  occurreuce,  with  the  condittous,  concomitants,  and 
tbe  connections  of  tbe  symptoms  carefully  maintained."  To  this  book 
one  can  refer  with  tbe  certainty  that  what  he  finds  is  attributable  to 
the  drug  alone,  which  is  more  thnn  can  be  said  of  any  other  Materia 
Medica  with  which  we  arc  acquainted.  This  book  is  to  be  especially 
recommended  to  students,  wlio  should  learn  the  pure  drug  effects  first 
of  all :  the  clinical  symptoms  come  later. 

The  busy  practitioner  feels  the  necessity  of  some  convenient  book 
which  may  serve  as  an  index,  as  it  were,  to  the  Materia  Medica,  that 
the  special  drug-symptoms  may  be  adapted  to  the  special  symptoms 
presented  by  patients.  This  necessity  is  met  by  the  second'  work  of 
the  Society,  the  Repertory.  It  is  a  matter  of  importance  that  the  book 
should  be  handy  for  reference  and  yet  csntain  all  the  parts  of  a 
symptom ;  "  this  has  been  accomplished  by  printing  in  ordinary  type 
only  tbe  word  looked  for,  and  filling  in  all  the  other  parts  of  the 
symptom  in  cipher,"  so  that  if  one  looks  for  a  pain,  a  condition,  a 
cincomilant,  or  a  locality,  he  will  find  the  whole  symptom  presented 
at  once,  and  in  a  compact  form. 

There  are,  moreover,  a  large  number  of  useful  indications  derived 
ah  uso  in  morbis;  these  are  contained  in  the  Therapeutic  part.  These 
clinical  indications  cannot  be  disre);arded,  but  they  should  not  find  a 
place  in  a  work  on  Materia  Medica  Pura ;  as  a  separate  book  they  are 
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of  great  value,  whereas  conflisioD  alooe  resutta  when  all  are  mixed 
together. 

"The  Society  is  composed  of  members  who  pay  a  guinea  subacrip- 
tioD.  and  for  this  they  receive  a  guinea's  worth  of  books  or  other 
printed  matter  at  about  cost  price."  ThU  ought  to  be  a  great  induce- 
ment to  pliysicians  to  join,  for  tbey  can  save  money  and  at  the  same 
time  assist  the  Society  in  accomplishing  its  purposes. 

It  is  not  alone  members  that  are  wanted,  but  working  members, 
—  men  who  are  willing  to,  put  their  shouldera  to  the  wheel  and  help 
along  the  good  cause.  Hero  is  a  splendid  chance  for  American  physi- 
cians to  assist  their  English  cousins  ;  the  aumber  of  homoeopaths  in 
England  is  small  compared  to  our  own  country,  and  it  seems  uotbing 
more  than  f^r  that  we,  who  hope  to  derive  much  benefit  from  the 
work  of  the  Society,  should  do  our  share  of  the  labor.  It  seems  as 
though  a  great  deal  of  apathy  had  taken  possession  of  our  physicians 
-  of  late  years,  and  there  seems  to  be  a  growing  disinclination  to  work 
for  the  common  good.  Most  practitioners  are  content  to  practise 
simply,  and  to  avail  themselves  of  the  labors  of  the  few  who  have  the 
advancement  of  homceopathy  at  heart,  without  doing  anything  them- 
selves to  help  on  the  cause.  The  union  of  physicians  which  was  the 
chief  strength  of  homoeopathy  in  its  early  days  seems  to  be  entirely 
wanting  now ;  there  is  as  much  need  of  it  now  as  there  ever  was,  for 
the  prejudice  of  the  old  school  is  as  strong  as  ever. 

The  Hahnemann  Publishing  Society  is  altemping  a  labor  which  will 
simplify  and  systematize  the  study  of  the  Materia  Medica';  and  as  the 
coramitttie  says,  the  work  is  AoTrtceopatliic  not  British,  and  they  earn- 
estly call  upon  all  who  love  the  cause  to  help  them. 

We  hearlily  second  this  appeal,  and  urge  upon  all  the  necessity  of 
taurk.  The  subscription  fee,  a  guinea  (about  S3. 75),  is  small,  and 
need  be  no  obstacle  to  our  physiciaus.  Let  all  who  are  willing  to 
join  and  to  work,  send  name  and  address,  with  the  necessary  amount 
for  subscription,  to  Dr.  John  W.  Hayward,  117  Grove  Street,  LiVir- 
pool,  England.  (If  a  post-offlce  order,  made  payable  at  Myrtle 
Street.)     Let  ns  all  take  hold  with  a  will. 


HOMCEOPATHIC   MUTUAL  LIFE  INSURANCE     COMPANY. 

We  clip  the  following  from  the  October  letter  of  the  Secretary  of 
our  Life  Insurancit  Company :  — 

"  'ITiua  far  this  year,  we  have  done  well.  Large  increase  of  mem- 
liers  have  rewarded  our  joint  efforts ;  yet  two  and  a  half  months  of  the 
best  working  time  of  the  year  are  remaining  to  us. 
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"  Steady  aad  systematic  work  will  produce  added  volume  of  n«w 


'•  We  want  to  augment  the  gains  of  this  year  up  to  its  very  end. 
"  Tben  obtain  every  addiiional  policy  and  collect  every  dollar  pos- 
sible, up  to  the  end  of  December." 

Our  New  York  friends  are  evidently  alive. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Bovron,  Nor.  9.  1870. 
Mesbrs.  Buitobs  :  — 

I  take  f>reHt  pleasure  Id  otTeiinfc  70a  the  following  contrlbatlon  for  the 
Gazette.  Tbe  arttcle  la  by  u gentleman  whose  Interest  tu  tbe  subject  Is  great, 
aad  wbuse  uiiserv&tlouH  may  bu  Imjiiicltlr  relied  od.  The  arttcle  speaks  for 
itself,  and  will  uiidonlitudly  lead  utbi^rs  lo  a  more  correct  estimate  of  tbe 
relatlre  merits  of  the  climate  of  Colorado. 

Yours  tralv, 

C.  WES8ELHOEFT. 

COLORADO  AS  A   HEALTH  RESORT. 

So  many  are  annually  going  to  Colorado  in  pursuit  of  healtli,  and 
80  m^iny  more  are  inquiring  about  the  region,  tlmt  a  few  words,  by 
one  wlio  has  spent  several  months  among  the  invalids  there,  may  not 
be  uninteresting. 

Ttie  first  question  is,  What  is  there  about  Colorado  wbicb  makes  it 
peculiarly  healthful  ?  It  is  from  one  to  two  miles  above  the  »es  level, 
and  (bi'  rarity  of  the  nir  has  an  exbibirating  effect  upon  people.  Tbe 
lun^s  arc  compelled  to  increased  exertion,  and  the  expansion  of  (be 
chest  Is  often  remarkably  increased  in  a  few  months. 

Being  in  tlje  centre  of  tbit  continent,  its  climate  is  not  affected  by 
changes  of  wind.  Tbe  wind  sometimes  does  noI:  change  for  week*. 
In  fact,  no  one  takes  any  regard  of  it ;  and  a  Boston  man,  wbo  has 
been  accustomed  to  lookout  the  first  thing  each  day  to  see,  by  the 
vane,  wliat  the  weather  will  be,  loses  this  occupation  at  once. 

Again,  Colorado  is  very  dry.  It  is  an  almost  rainless  region.  Tbe 
ground  is  so  dry  that  a  frost  scarcely  hardens  its  surfaL-e,  and  a  thaw 
does  not  produce  moisture  and  mud.  Tbe  ground  is  as  dry  as  can 
well  be,  }-et  has  sufficient  clayey  material  to  prevent  its  bccomisg 
sandy.     There  is  no  dew  nor  misf,  Jind  very  little  rain. 

Can  I  get  there  cnsily  ?  You  can  go  from  Boston  lo  Denver  with 
two  changes  of  cars,  and  without  walking  a  hundred  steps.  You  can 
leuve  Boston  Monday  afternoon,  and  go  without  change  to  Chicago. 
where  you  will  arrive  Wednesday  morning ;  leave  there  at  once,  from 
tbe  same  depot,  for  Kansas  City,  and  reach  it  Thursday  morning; 
and  tlkenee.  Irom  the  same  depot,  set  out  for  Denver,  and,  after  a  ride 
which  will  be  full  of  interest,  reach  your  destination  Friday  ofleruoon. 
PuUiniin  cars,  or  better,  run  all  the  way. 

Would  you  advise  me  to  go?    If  you  need  a  vacation,  Yes;  if  yon 
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«re  asthmatic,  Yes,  for  you  will  find  complete  or  partial  relief,  and 
will  rejoice  with  hundreds  already  there,  and  re^pectfnllv  known  as 
*'  whjwzera"  ;  if  you  have  a  tendency  to  throat  or  lung  difficultie  j.  Yea, 
and  yon  may  become  entirely  fiee  from  unpleasant  symptniiis ;  if  you 
liave  dyspppsia,  Yes,  by  all  means,  for  a  new  life  will  come  to  you  as 
jou  aecend  toward  tbe  mountains. 

A  person  witli  heart  disease  must  not  go,  for  lie  will  be  in  tbe  worst 
possible  place  The  heart  will  become  more  and  more  enliirged  Ityits 
futile  etforts  to  work  in  thr>  li>!ht  air,  and  death  will  be  hastened.  A 
rheumatic  patient  may  bu  advist^d  that  this  is  the  one  disease  of  Colo- 
rado, and  tUat  he  bad  better  stay  awuy. 

How  Long  must  1  stay  ?  This  is  an  important  point,  not  sufficiently 
mderstood  You  mustgo.  if  you  go  with  consumptive  tendency,  to 
ataj'  there  as  long  as  you  wish  to  live.  Your  lungs,  once  adapted  to 
thti  new  climate,  will  never  bear  that  of  tbe  coast  and  damp  prairies 
again.  Many  persons  invigorated  hoyond  what  they  dmceived  to  bo 
possible  by  a  few  weeks  in  it,  return  to  arrange  their  affairs ;  but  they 
never  see  Colorado  again,  or  if  they  do,  they  reach  it  exh^iusted  and 
incapable  of  relief. 

The  writer  accompanied  a  lady  on  her  way  cast,  who  bad  spent  a 
winier  and  her  means  in  Colorado.  She  left  there  much  benclited, 
and  indicating  her  condition  only  by  a  slight  cough.  That  cough 
grent  steadily  worse,  and  at  Chict^o  she  had  a  hemorrhage.  Tlie 
patient  barely  reached  home,  and  took  at  once  to  lied. 

What  of  persons  already  in  consumption?  The  city  of  Denver 
receives  many  hopeless  cases  which  ought  never  to  have  left  home. 
So  one  in  consumption  is  cured  in  Colorado,  and  if  people  oome  alone 
and  with  little  means,  tliey  endure  everything  and  enjoy  notbiug. 
Tiie  cost  of  living,  however,  is  only  alwut  what  it  is  here,  and  there 
are  many  consumptives  who  go.  and  bless  the  day  tney  were  advised 
to  it,  for  they  can  go  out  nearly  every  day  the  year  round.  The 
air  is  never  raw,  and  seldom  very  cold.  Winter  weather  is  like  our 
October.  It  is  wonderftil  to  notice  cases  where  both  lungs  are  in  ad- 
vanced statics  of  disease,  yet  the  patient  coqies  regularly  to  meals. 
rides  or  walks  out  each  day  and,  save  for  a  ilaily  turu  of  fever  toward 
eight,  seems  well,  and  passes  the  time  in  a  genuine  vacation. 

DiflTerent  persons  like  diflft'rent  piacps  in  Culorado.  Some  enjoy 
the  bustling  life  of  Denver,  others  seek  the  qniet  and  lovely  resort  at 
Munitou,  and  others  suck  other  points.  All  are  good.  Denver  has 
the  advantage  of  good  homes  and  an  active  ouUdoor  life,  together 
wi'h  stores  nod  places  of  nmnsement. 

Nervous  patients  may  be  more  so  in  Colorado.  A  lady,  sent  out 
after  recovering;  from  inflammation  of  the  brain,  b.came  so  excitalile 
tliat  she  could  nut  remain.  But  let  it  be  remembered  that  a  trip  out 
and  back  is  itself  an  excellent  vacation,  and  can  hardly  harm  anj* 
one,  whde  be  will  long  recollect  with  pleasure  the  unclouded  sun,  the 
balmy  uir,  the gloiious  mountains,  full  in  summeroroamps  of  invalids, 
the  L-ontiuuous  good  weather,  and  the  thorough  hofpitality  of  the 
people. 
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WHITLOW. 
Mbbsrs.  EDiTOns :  — 

1  WOULD  like  to  crII  the  attontioD  of  your  readers  to  a  method  of 
treatment  for  WhWoto  which  has  given  me  very  good  satiafaction  in  a 
niimticr  of  cases  id  private  und  di'^naoTif  practice.  The  progreM  of 
the  disease  has  t>eeii  materially  hanlened,  and  the  tvffuring  mitigated. 
The  device  is  simiJle,  and  commends  itself,  for  convenience  and  ctean- 
linesg,  above  the^a^cedor  bread  and  mi'k  poulticing. 

Before  attcmpiing  to  tfeacribe  the  treatment,  I  will  say  I  have  no 
claim  to  OTigmalUi/,  tliougli  I  do  not  know  to  whom  the  credit  ia  due. 
When  suppuration  secmn  inevitable,  I  wr.ip  alwut  the  finger  patent 
sheet-lint  (c-  tlon  batting  does  very  well),  saturated  with  a  sotulion  of 
Bepar  Suljrhur,  and  envelop  this  dressing  in  a  sheath  of  ^utta-percha 
tissue  (for  which  oil-aiik  may  be  substituted).  Thus  the  warmih  and 
moisttire  of  a  poultice  ore  st'cured.  The  tissue  which  incloses  the  appli- 
cation practically  prevents  atmospheric  evaporation,  so  that  the  soln- 
tion  escapes  only  by  absorption  into  the  diseased  part,  whither  it 
caiTies  ihe  laedtcine  held  in  solution  by  it.  The  lini,  of  course,  must 
be  resalnroted  as  often  as  it  becomes  dry.  The  pain  is  generally  very 
quickly  relieved  by  the  application ;  but,  if  it  continues,  a  few  drops 
Opii  Ir.  may  be  added  to  the  solution.  Huppunttion  is  accomplished 
with  aKtonivlUng  Tapidxiy  under  this  treatment.  I  continue  the  appli- 
cation so  long  as  pus  is  discharged,  stibbtituting  Siliou  for  liepar 
in  ihe  solution  ns  e"on  as  Mip/itiralion  is  eatablii-tierl ,  to  derive  its  ben- 
efit in  Ii'mttmf/ the  process.  Sometimes  during  ttie  process  of  ivpotr 
granulation  is  excrisive  and  unhealthy.  We  ilien  observe  n  swollen 
condition  of  the  wound,  in  which  there  may  be  a  pouting  fistula. 
This  slate  of  the  part  may  be  transffimtd  inio  one  of  heullliy  action 
by  an  application  of  Copper  :iuiphale  in  Glycerine  in  the  proportion  of 
gr.  V.  (6)  to  Siv  (1),  which  api'licaiion  may  be  continued  as  long  as 
*'  indicated." 

Tliia  Glycerole  of  C"pp^r  Svlpbate  is  a  good  application  for  un- 
healthy granulation  under  any  circumstances,  to  tliat  form  popularly 
termed  " /M-oud /esfe." 

Haie  the  readers  or  our  Gazette  noc/tnic<>I  items  to  present  through 
its  columns?  They  ou^U  to  provide  you  with  an  abundant -fund  of 
pratiicat  reading. 

F.  L.  Badcliffe. 

Brookltm,  October,  1876. 


Messrs.  Editors, — Noticing  *'  A  Cose  of  Metrorrha<2ia  "  (hat  seemed 
rathiT  intractable  of  I  reatment  in  the  Insi  issue  of  your  valuable  jour- 
nal, I  ff'lt  Xhat  it  mi|>ht  be  useful  to  the  profession  to  testily  to  my 
method  of  treating  Just  such  or  similar  cases.  Had  the  case  reported 
been  mine  with  the  some  symptoms,  "  so  much  jvorse  at  night  in  bed 
and  painless"  (aec  my  Obstdrics,  p.  557),  iUagnesia  carb.  ■*■  would 
have  ticcn  given  at  once.  The  gastric  svmptomsand  the  constipa- 
tion, as  well  as  all  the  other  symptoms  of  the  case,  seemed  to  roe  to 
agree  well  wiih   this  remedy,  and,  aa  a  whole,  with  do  other  in  the 
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Materia  Medics.  I  sboold  have  given  it  fn  water  every  three  or  four 
faouTB  Dutil  I  found  some  improvement,  and  would  then  have  stopped 
VDlese  a  Ti^sh  nggrakatiou  mude  it  advieatile  to  repeat.  I  liave  known 
tliin  remedy  alone  to  cure  muoy  similar  cases,  always  in  tUc  two  Lun- 
dreilth  or  a  higher  potency. 

It  secma  to  fait  to  iny  lot  to  see  very  ■many  cases  of  hemorrhage  of 
different  kiudfi,  both  of  my  own  sud  those  of  my  professional  friends, 
and  iLan  say  in  all  truthfulness  that  I  have  no  trouble  in  uuiingtheni 
always  with  inediciDes  ranging  from  the  two  liunilredth  to  the  hun- 
dred thouHandlh  potency.  I  make  this  statement  with  an  honest 
desire  to  do  the  largest  amount  of  good  to  the  profession  and  thence 
to  the  human  race. 

Very  truly  yours, 

H.  N.  Gdernbet,  k.d. 


REVIEWS  AND  NOTICES  OF  BOOKS. 


RUECKERT'S  CLINICAL  EXPERIENCES  IN  HOMCEOPATHT. 

[Buectert'i  Kliniachf  Erfahrungen  in  ier  Somceopathie.'} 

The  meaning  of  the  full  title  of  this  work  is  that  it  contains  a 
complete  collection  of  all  homoeopdihic  cures  and  practical  remarks 
rei'urded  in  the  German  literature  of  our  school,  and  of  all  those 
translated  into  German,  towhiuh  subsequently  the  homteop.ilhic  cures 
recorded  in  American  Journals  were  adiled. 

The  work  was  be^un  in  1854,  by  Dr.  Tk.  Riteckert,  of  Herrn- 
hutb,  and  embraced  the  clinical  experiences  of  1822  to  18(J0,  inclusive. 
At  that  time  Dr.  F.  G.  Oirhme  toi)k  up  the  work  and  continued  it, 
including  in  it  the  German  and  American  homceopalhio  literature  of 
1820. 

Dr.  Rueckcrt's  labors  resulted  iu  four  volumes  containing  from  four 
buodred  to  a  thousand  pages  ench.  In  1860  Dr.  Ochme  published  the 
first  supplementary  volume  of  Clinical  Experiences  in  Homoeopathy* 
After  its  appearance,  various  events  prevented  the  continuance  of  the 
work,  which,  we  are  glad  to  see,  is  at  length  resumed  by  the  indus- 
trious author,  to  whose  eflbrtM  weaie  now  indebted  fur  the  second  part 
of  the  »e(ond  supplementary  \olutue,  constituting  the  sixth  of  tlie 
entire  work. 

This  collection  of  clinical  cases,  though  long  known  in  Germany, 
has,  like  many  books  published  in  a  foreign  language,  but  slowly  found 
iis  wa*  here,  But  now  that  the  German  language  is  fast  being  ac- 
quired by  pliysicians,  we  take  this  opportunity  of  calling  atteiUion 
to  it  and  its  great  practical  adv.intt^es  and  special  u^e,  to  which  we 
shall  preseutly  retuin,  after  giving  a  description  of  its  anangement, 
from  which  the  render  will  rendily  derive  an  idea  of  the  great  servico 
which  this  compilation  of  practical  data  m:iy  afford  the  practitioner 

Clinical  coses  are  ariauj^ed  according  to  the  sections  of  the  body, 

•  Leipstc :  Edward  Uajnel,  IS60.    F.  066. 
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Oi^ns,  tissues,  and  sometimes  according  to  diseases  peculiar  to  RQch 
parts,  —  a  liberty  of  classification  very  appropriate  in  a  clinical  gnide,  if 
not  iu  a  text-boofc  on  patUology.  It  bb^iiis  with  (be  diseaiies  of  the 
bead  and  brain  (mind,  brain,  external  parts  of  tbe  head,  eyes,  etc.), 
and  th«s  follows  an  order  adopted  in  our  common  svmptomatolojries. 
Thus  the  Hrnt  volume  contains  cured  cases  of  mental  diseases  and  those 
of  tbe  bead  and  brain;  then  diseases  of  the  eyes  and  digestive 
apparatus  with  numerous  Buh-sections.  The  secoitd  volume  contains 
cured  clinical  cases  of  the  urinary  organs;  tbe  sexuiil  systems,  both 
male  and  female,  including  subsections  on  the  diseases  of  every  separate 
organ  and  tissue  of  these  systems ;  also  diseases  of  pregnancy  and 
parturiUon.  jTAe  third  votvme  contains  dlseates  of  thi;  respiratory 
organs  witb  thdr  subdivisions,  Inchidiug  those  of  tbe  lieart,  plonrw, 
etc.,  diseases  of  limbs  and  joints  ;  and  tbe  foutih  volume  embraces 
diseases  of  the  skin,  glundular  organs,  the  nervous  system,  and  fevers. 

In  order  to  give  the  render  a  better  opportunity  of  Judging  of  the 
wot^,  and  also  to  point  out  tts  value  as  a  book  of  reference,  we  will 
examine  one  of  its  chapters  in  detail. 

The  first  chapter  is  that  on  mental  diaoases  It  Iwgins  with  a  brief 
intiodnction  and  quotation  of  general  obsei vations  liy  toted  authors. 
Then  follows  a  classification  of  the  collection  of  ciinicst  oises,  show- 
ing tbst  it  embraces  nearly  every  variety  of  mental  diseases,  such  as 
melancholy,  acute  insanity,  mania,  idit*cy,  etc.  The  cases  of  each 
subdivision  are  numbered,  and  these  numbers  also  serve  as  an  index 

Next  follows  ihe  enumeration  of  all  remedies  found  to  have  been 
prescribed  in  tbe  above-named  cases,  showing  not  only  tbe  chiss  of 
remedies  likely  to  be  applicable  in  such  cases  in  general,  but  also  brief 
indications  for  each. 

The  detailed  record  of  each  cared  case  is  given  next,  not  promts- 
Ctionsty,  but  according  to  its  value  in  regard  to  the  degree  of  pertec- 
tion  wiih  which  it  hss  been  recorded,  'riius  tbe  first  unction  of  ihe^rnt 
chapter  conlains  only  cases  in  which  one  remedy  nxliibited  a  decideil 
effect.  These  are,  e.  g.,  cases  cured  witb  Aconile,  preceded  by  a  synop- 
sis of  Indications  upon  which  that  remedy  wus  prescribed,  toUovred  by 
ft  clinical  account  in  detail  of  each  ca^e  ;  this  is  the  order  tbroughuat 
a  list  of  twenty-sis  remedies,  suuh  us  A-onUe,  Afiaairdiam,  Ar^tiican, 
Auriim,  ReHadmna,  O'lciirea,  elc 

Following  tbi«  exact  record  oF  bonafidt  cases  with  one  medicine  and 
tite  symptoms  which  led  to  its  selection,  comes  the  second  seutlon  of 
the  chapter,  coutaining  cases  requiring  more  than  one  medicine  in  their 
treatment. 

In  a  general  revi<^  succeeding  the  last  sectiiMi,  we  find  recorded  the 
relative  frequency  of  preacriptiun  of  each  medicine.  Thus  it^li.  was 
used  thirty-two  limes,  Verat'um  ten  times,  Hiratnon.  seveiiteeu  times, 
ihtprum  five  times,  and  go  on. 

A  brief  indication  for  ea.^h  reraL-dy.  as  prescribed,  follows  next  in 
order. 

The  chLipter  on  mental  diseases  is  succeedeil  by  that  on  alfections  of 
the  brain  nnd  bead,  with  its  Hubdivinions  on  vertigo,  apoplexy,  iodam- 
mation  of  the  biain  and  its  membranes,  hydrocephalus,  deluium 
tremens,  etc.    Each  section  is  carried  oat  witb  ibu  aam,)  minnteness 
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of  detail,  and  affords  the  Bame  opportunity  for  ready  reference  as 
described  above,  and  90  on'  thiougbout  the  first  four  volumes  of 
Bueckert's  Clinical  Experiencee. 

We  hope  the  lille  implies  the  use  of  English  hoEaoeopattric  ntrrnture 
also,  which  contains  a  wealth  of  excellent  clinical  eases,  iltuatrative 
of  tiie  far-reaching  efficacy  of  the  liomceopatbic  law. 

The  work  is  one  of  incalculable  value  in  our  literature,  and  affords 
the  following  great  practical  advantages  :  — 

It  ia  Ike  ciinicil  repertory  of  our  school. 

By  virtue  of  its  arrangement  the  physician  is  readily  enabled  to 
find  at  a  glance  the  remedies  tbikt  tiave  been  used  in  a  given  ease  from 
the  brginning  of  our  school. 

It  discloses  in  &  clear  and  comprehensive  manner  precisely  bow  far 
clinical  use  has  hitherto  corroborated  the  proving  of  drugs  npon  the 
healthy,  often  adding  new  practical  experience  in  the  form  of  cured 
Hymptoms,  and  also  enabling  ub  to  distinguish  thoee  which  prove  to 
be  of  minor  importance  or  possibly  valueless. 

It  practically  solves  the  question  ss  to  what  dispositioa  is  to  he 
made  of  clinical  symptoms ;  here  we  have  them  safely  and  carefully 
garnered  in  a  vast  storehouse,  constructed  exclusively  for  their  use. 
Pri>ving3  are  consistently  excluded  fh>m  this  bool^T  as  clinical  sym|> 
toms  should  be  excluded  from  our  pathogeneses  or  symi)tom-liati  of 
provings,  in  order  to  Qud  their  proper  place  in  a  clnicaL  repertory  of 
tliis  kind.  Henceforth,  Rucckert's  Clinical  Encydi/pcBilia,  as  it  might 
be  called,  should  take  its  place  beside  Allen's  Enryct^ne^ia,  of 
■Materia  Medica.  Together  these  two  works  constitute  the  mostcom- 
plete  pructical  guide  in  the  use  of  medicine  in  disease. 

C.  W. 


A  TREATISE  ON  THE  SCIENCE  AND   PRACTICE  OF  MID- 
WIFEBT. 

BT  W.   8.  FLATTAm,    H.  D.,  F.K.C  P.  —  H.    C.   LEA,  rBIL.,   1976. 

'  The  object  of  this  work  is,  as  the  author  states  in  bia  preface, 
'*  to  place  in  the  hands  of  his  readera  an  epitome  of  the  science  am] 
practice  of  midwifery,  which  embodies  all  recent  advances."  It  i» 
designed  as  a  text-book,  and  by  its  clearness  and  conciaeness  i» 
admirably  adapted  to  that  end.  The  subject-matter  is  divided  into 
five  parts ; 

Part  I  is  employed  in  considering  "  the  anatomy  and  physiology  of 
the  organs  concerned  in  p:irturition,"  and  comprises  an  admirable  and 
well-illustrated,  concise  description  of  the  bony  pelvis,  with  its  diam- 
eters, planes,  etc.  He  reconsiders  also  the  movement  of  the  pelvis 
Joints-  during  parturition,  giving  it  as  bis  opinion  Ibat  a  limited 
amount  of  movement  does  take  place  (luring  parturition,  chiefly  in  the 
sacni-iliac  joints.  Chapter  second  of  this  part  is  devoted  to  a  de- 
scription of  the  gejieiaUve  organs,  and  is  entered  into  quite  exhaus- 
tively, the  minute  structure  of  the  different  structures,  particularly 
of  the  uterus  and  ovaries,  being  extensively  and  well  described  and.^.  L, 
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illustrated.  Chapter  third  is  devoted  to  ovulation  and  menstruatioD, 
and  is  shortly  and  practically  considered,  tittle  time  being  spent  upon 
past  tlieories.  It  may  be  of  interest  just  here  to  quote  what  he  Bays, 
as  regards  the  "true"  corpus  lutenm  as  evidence  of  pregnancy. 
After  descrihing  the  differences  between  the  "  true  "  and  •'  false  "  cor- 
pus lutenm  he  says.  "  On  account  of  the  marked  appearance  of  the 
corpus  luteum,  it  was  formerly  considered  to  be  an  infallible  sign  of 
pregnancy  ;  and  it  was  distinguished  from  the  corpus  luteum  of  tlie 
non-pregnant  state  by  being  called  a  'true'  as  opposj-d  to  a  'false* 
corpus  luteuin.  From  what  has  been  said,  it  will  be  obvious  tliai  this 
designation  is  essentially  wrong,  as  the  difference  is  one  of  degree 
only.  Nor  are  obstetricians  disposed  to  attach  by  any  means  the 
same  importance  as  beTorc  lo  its  presence  as  indicnting  impregnation  ; 
for  even  when  well-marked,  other  and  more  reliable  signs  of  recent 
delivery,  such  as  the  increased  size  of  the  uterus,  are  sure  to  be 
present,  oepecially  at  the  time  when  the  corpus  luieutn  has  reached 
its  maximum  of  development!  while  after  delivery, at  limes  it  has  no 
longer  a  sufficiently  characteristic  appearance  to  be  depeude>)  upon  " 

Fart  11  considers  the  whole  pregnant  ^tate.  Beginning  with  "  cod- 
ception  and  generation,"  it  notices  the  '*  anatomy  and  development  of 
the  fostus,"  the  "signs  and  di^oosis  of  pregnancy,"  "abnormal 
pregnancies,"  and  "diseases  of  the  pregnant  stale,"  concluding 
with  the  "  pathology  of  the  dccidua  and  ovum."  In  the  "  diagnosis 
of  pregnancy  "  tie  insists  strongly  on  the  ftict  thut  the  "  sborlening  of 
the  cervix"  is  only  apparent,  and  that  no  real  shortening  takes  place 
till  the  last  few  weeks  of  pregnancy.  Considerable  stress  is  laid  on 
the  value  of  the  mammary  e\  idences  of  pregnancy,  and  especially  the 
presence  of  milk  in  the  breasts  of  primiparie.  After  noticing  those 
extraordinary  instances  where  milk  has  been  found  in  the  breasts  of 
very  young  girls,  or  of  mates  even,  he  says,  "Hut  these  are  exceii- 
tions  to  thi'  general  rule  so  uncommon,  as  meiely  lo  deserve  mention 
as  cnriusities ;  and  1  have  never  yet  liecn  deceived  in  diagnosing  a 
first  pregnancy  from  the  presence  of  even  the  minutest  quttntity  of 
lacteal  secretion  in  the  breasts,  although  even  tlicu  otiier  corroborative 
signs  should  he  sought  for."  He  also  considers  iho  tact,  recently 
pointed  out  by  Ur.  Br.ixton  Hicks,  that  intermittent  conlr^ictions  of 
the  uterus  take  place  throughout  ttie  whole  period  of  utero-g>  station, 
and  that  litis  forms  a  ready  and  retial>le  means  of  distinguishing  the 
uterine  nerves  from  other  abdominal  enlargements  Ttie  auilior's 
own  experience  leads  him  to  "  entirely  agree  with  him  as  to  its  gi-eat 
value  in  diagnosis."  The  remaining  subjects  of  this  section  a*e 
accurately  and  thoroughly  descril>cd. 

Part  III  treats  of  lalior,  its  plienomcna,  mechanism,  and  man- 
agement. In  considering  the  question  whether  uieiine  contractions 
resulling  in  the  expulsion  of  th<-  foetus  begin  at  lull  term,  be  notices 
the  theories  of  Powers,  King.  Simpson,  Barnes,  and  others,  which 
refer  the  contraciions  to  irntuhilily  of  the  interior  nerves  at  a  certain 
time  in  various  ways,  and  objects  on  the  gruund  that  uterine  contrac- 
tions arc  to  a  certain  extent  ulways  present  during  tiie  pregnant  con- 
dition, and  tbni  tbey  may  be  luiensilied  at  any  time  so  as  to  result  in 
premature  delivery.     Afier  objociing  to  alt  exiating  theories  on  the 
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subject,  he  neglccta  to  substitute  any  eolation  of  the  problem,  bnt  con- 
cludes that,  "  In  spite,  thea.  of  the  manj  tbeoriec  ut  our  disposal 
it  19  to  be  feared  that  we  must  ourselves,  too,  he  in  entire  ignorance 
of  the  reason  wtiy  labor  should  come  on  at  a  fixed  epoch."  The  author 
aUo  believen  that  the  contractions  of  the  uterus-  take  place  from  the 
fiindus  to  the  cervix  rather  Ibiiu  begin  at  the  cervix  and  extend  to 
the  fundus  and  back,  as  is  ginerally  admitted  at  the  present  day. 
The  "  mechanism  of  labor  "  i^  sliortly  and  plainly  described. 

'I he  "management  of  labor"  is  eystemati rally  and  thoroughly 
investigated,  first  considering  the  management  of  natural  labor  ao't 
then  the  v.orions  abnormalities  which  may  occur. 

Parts  IV  and  V  consisting  respi'itivcly  of  "  Obstetiic  Operations," 
and  "  The  puerperal  state,"  are  on  a  par  with  the  rest  of  the  book 
for  explicit  deliueation  and  npt  illnstration.  It  is  only  to  be  re- 
gretted that  llie  managpmint  of  the  forceps  in  the  " dorsal "  as  w«ll 
as  the  "  side  "  position  is  not  given,  and  which  has  been  so  admirubly 
described  in  the  recent  Americun  edition  of  Leishman's  "  Uldwifery," 
by  Dr.  Pairy. 

Dr.  Playfair's  work  is  well  worth  the  careful  study  of  both  student 
and  physician. 


BOOKS  AND  PAMPIILKTS  RECEIVED. 

CbEUISTRT:    f^ENEHAL,    MeDICAL,   AND     PnAltUACEUTtCAL.      By    Joh» 

AutiL'ld,  Ph.   D.,  F.    C.    S.     Seventh   edition,     (lievised    by  the 
Author.)     Philadelphia:  Henry  C.  Lea,  1876. 

Principles  of  Hi;uan  Phtsioloqt.  By  William  B.  Carpenter,  M  D. 
Ediltrd  by  Ihniy  I'ower,  MB.  A  new  American,  from  tlie  eighth 
revised  and  enlarged  English  edition,  with  notes  and  additions  by 
Francis  O.  Smith,  M  D.     Philadelphia  :  Henry  C.  Lea,  1876. 


HOMCEOPATHIC  MEDICAL   DISPENSARY. 

Report  of  patients  treated  during  the  quarter  ending  Sept.  30, 1876  : — 
Central  Di^pensaiy,  14  Burroughs  Place,  new  patients,  439  ;  pre- 
scriptions, 1,372;  outpatients,  101;  prescriptions,  877.  West  End 
Branch,  61  Leverett  Street,  new  patients.  S4'J;  presctiplions,  900 ; 
out  patients,  69  ;  proscriptions,  408.  College  Branch,  &tst  Concord 
Street,  Medical  Department,  new  patients,  858;  prescriptions,  2,055  ; 
Surgical  Department,  new  patients,  6;  prescriptions,  18 ;  Eye  and 
Ear  Depavtuienl,  new  palictus,  79;  prescriptions,  l8o;  Heart  and 
Lungtt  Dcpurlment  (open  three  weeke),  new  patients,  ^5  ;  prescrip- 
tions, 39;  Women's  Department  (open  three  weeks),  new  patients, 
22;  prescriptions,  33;  Dental  Depnrlraent,  new  patients.  35 ;  pre- 
BcriptiouH,  61;  out  patients,  IG^;  prescriptions,  834.  Total,  pa- 
tienU,  2,146  :  prescriptiims,  6,282. 

H.  C.   Ci.APP,  M.D.,  Svpt. 
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ITEMS  AND   EXTRACTS. 


Case    of  Coufucated   Labor   wttb  Sobskquent    Hehorrhaob 

TREATED   BT   THE    SUBCIITANEOCS    INJECTION    OF    EtBER.  —  IJr.    A.    V. 

Macan  read  llie  deiails  of  an  interesting  case  of  complicate  labor 
before  ttie  Dublin  Obstetrical  Society  .it  the  meeting  he\(\  March  11, 
1676.  The  [laticnt  was  thirtythree  years  of  age,  and  in  her  eleventh 
pregnancy.  Tbe  labor  commenced  on  Dec.  1,  at  7  p.  m.,  with  a 
long  and  tedious  first  stage.  At  noon  on  the  2d  th'?  membranes 
were  ruptured  by  Mr.  Kilbride,  and  two  gallons  of  liquor  amnii  alloweil 
to  escape.  The  uteruK  remained  iu  a  state  of  inertia  till  8  p.  u.,  thougb 
a  stimalating  enemii  etc  hud  been  employed.  Dr.  Mucan  was  asked  lo 
s^e  her,  and  found  her  in  good  spirits.  On  making  an  examination, 
the  first  parts  that  met  the  finger  were  the  swoUnn  eyelids  of  the 
fcBtus ;  the  nose  could  be  recognised,  but  neither  the  mouth  nor  the 
chin;  a  pulpy  m^iss  was  felt  behind  the  brow.  Both  ears  could  be 
distinguished,  and  just  behind  one  was  a  lai^e  Imny  projection. 
Further  examination  led  Dr.  Macan  to  conclude  that  he  had  to  do 
with  an  anencephalous  fmtas,  the  face  of  which  was  presenting,  and 
this  proved  to  be  the  case.  ...  On  passing  the  fini^er  from  one 
mastoid  procoss  to  the  other,  the  fcetus  gave  a  violent  kick,  due  to 
irritation  of  the  exposL'd  portion  of  the  medulla  oblongata.  Two 
hours  afterwards  the  child  was  born,  and  the  birth  was  fullowcd  by 
uterine  inerlia  with  its  usual  concomitants, —  postpartum  hemorrhage 
and  retained  placenta.  Firm  pressure  on  the  alHlomen  caused  the 
expulsion  of  some  clots.  A  snccesaful  attempt  was  mu<le  lo  remove 
the  placenta  by  inlroducing  the  hand,  and  so  Utile  lilood  escaped 
that  it  was  thoaght  unnecessary  to  inject  perchlorido  of  iron.  The 
uterus  was  however  very  large,  and  on  making  firm  p  easure  over  the 
abdomen,  uir  waa  plainly  heard  eiicaping  from  the  vulva.  Brandy 
was  fteety  aduiiuislered,  and  after  being  bound,  a  draught  was 
ordered  containing  45  minims  of  tincture  oF  opium  and  a  drachm  of 
chloric  ether  iu  an  ounce  of  brandy.  This  she  swallowed  with  diffl- 
culty,  and  her  state  was  so  critical  that  Dr.  Macan  determined  to  try 
the  effect  of  the  aubcutaneous  injection  of  ether.  Unfortunately  be 
bad  no  ether  with  him,  and  when  he  returned  in  half  an  hour  with  it 
the  woman  was  apparently  moribund,  insensible,  deadly  pale,  pulse- 
less, with  fixed  eyes,  dilated  pnpils,  clammy  face  and  cxtremiiies, 
and  short  and  superficial  respimtion.  On  esaminaiion  of  the  vulva  a 
thin  streak  of  blood  was  observed  flowing  over  the  thigh,  and  as  it 
was  obvious  that  if  tbe  smallest  quantity  more  liiood  were  lost  the 
patient  must  die,  he  determined  to  combine  tbe  injection  of  pcrchlo- 
ride  of  iron  into  the  uterus  with  the  subcutaneous  injection  of  ether, 
A  fold  of  the  akin  covering  the  abdomen  was  accordingly  grasped, 
and  abimt  half  a  druchm  of  ctlier  was  injected  into  the  subcutaneous 
connective  tissue,  and  immediately  nftcrwaids  about  sis  ounces  uf 
the  usual  solution  of  iron  was  injected  into  the  uterus.  Before  he 
had  finished  injecting  the  latter  tlie  puUe  returned  at  the  wrist,  and 
emboldened  by  tliio,  he  injected  auuther  syiiugefut,  or  Id  minims,  of 
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the  ether  close  to  the  former  ooe.  The  effect  produced  was  most 
marked,  the  wyinaii  aoon  turning  "f  her  own  accord  oh  her  side,  and 
■declaring  she  felt  much  liettor.  The  chan<;e  >vas  so  suddcnand.no 
grent  that  every  on<i  was  satisfied  it  was  owing  to  liie  ether.  Con- 
valescence  proceeded  uninterruptedly  from  this  time  onward."  {Dublin 
JovTiMi  oj  M<  dical  Sdeiice,  Miiy,  1^76.) 

Treatment  of  Boils  anh  CARBcscLEa.  —  Dr.  Peter  Eade,  of  Nor- 
wich, lays  dowD  the  following  rules  for  [he  treatment  of  boils  and 
carluiuclee.  Supporting  Mr.  Startin's  views,  that  boils  and  carbun- 
cles have  frequently  or  constantly  ft  par-silic  origin,  he  be li even  be 
has  greatly  improved  on  Mr.  Ktartin's  practice  (which  consisted  in 
the  application  of  variou-*  f'lrms  of  caustic,  such  as  iodine,  nitrate  of 
silver,  caustic  p<ita3h,  cUloridt  of  zinc,  blistering  liquids,  mineral 
Bcide,  and  espeiialiy  the  acul  niirate  of  mercury)  by  ibe  dteoovery 
tliat  in  carbolic  acid  we  have  an  agent  wtiicti  is  not  only  more  safe, 
more  maniigeable,  and  more  universally  applicable,  but  one  which 
seems  to  be  specifically  desirncttve  of  the  life  and  progress  of  both 
boils  and  <  nrlmni'les.  The  acid  should  be  applied  in  strong  solution, 
as  in  that  of  four  or  five  parts  of  acid  to  one  of  alycerine.  It  must  be 
biou^ht  inlo  contact  with  the  diseased  tissue,  for  it  appears  to  exert 
no  induence  on  or  thniugh  the  unbroken  sitin.  To  tliis  end,  if  suffl-^ 
cient  sp:>co  do  not  exist  whin  lirst  seen,  a  proper  one  must  be  fear-* 
lessly  made  in  the  very  centre  of  the  disease  by  some  appropriate 
caustic,  and  the  iicid  nitrate  of  mercury,  he  tliinks,  effects  this  better 
and  moie safely, than  any  oilier.  The  acid  solution  must  be  occasion- 
ally reapplied  to  and  into  ihe  hole  thus  formed,  or  those  already  exisi- 
ing.  and  he  Ims  found  it  a  good  plan  to  keep  a  piuce  of  [int  wet  with 
a  weaker  solution  constfnlly  over  the  sore.  {Jirilisk  Medical  Juunial, 
July  1,  1876.       . 

Method  of  Iktuodkcing  Ft.uios  into  the  Bladder  without  the 
Use  op  thk  Cathkteb  —  Zeissl  obaerves  that  in  diseases  of  the 
bladder,  and  especially  in  inflscnnialory  affections  and  in  cases  of 
heiDoirbage,  it  is  sometimes  roquisilo  to  inject  fluids  into  the  bladder. 
In  these  cases,  however,  the  employment  of  a  catheler  may  l>e  danger- 
ous, and  he  recommends  the  following  miinceuvre  as  generally  proving 
Buccesbful.  The  pstient  should  I*  placed  on  bis  back  with  the  but- 
tock elevated  and  tlie  penis  extended  on  the  Irollv,  The  extremity  of 
an  inigator  should  then  be  inirodnced  imo  the  meatus,  and  the 
patient  will  find  at  the  expiration  of  a  few  seconds  or  of  a  few  min- 
utes that  the  fluid  is  penetriitijig  the  bladder,  simply  as  a  consequence 
of  the  pressure  of  tile  column  of  fluid  Zuiast  has  thus  succeeded  in 
injecting  from  four  to  eljfht  ounces  at  one  time  vrithoni  producing  the 
slightest  painful  sensation.     (Lyma  Ninicat,  April  2,  lti76.) 

Action  ok  Aconitk.  —  Dr.  John  Haricy  has  arrived  at  the  follow- 
ing results  in  regard  ttj  the  action  of  aconite.  Ilia  experiments  were 
partly  undertaken  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  it  exercises  any  control 
over  the  febrile  state.  I.  Aconite  affects  a  portion  of  the  crauio- 
spinal  axis  iu  the  same  nmutier  tiial  slryclinia  ad'euts  the  whole.     It 
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produces  an  excitation  which  results  in  intermittent  Bpaam.  2.  Hie 
focus  of  the  actiou  of  aconite  is  the  medulla,  about  tlie  root?  of  the 
pneumogaatric,  hypogloaaal,  and  spinal  accessory  nerves.  Thence  it3 
influence  radiates  along  the  cranio-spinul  axis  wiih  rapidly  diminish- 
ing intensity,  as  far  forwards  tm  the  centres  of  the  third  nerve  and  as 
far  downwards  as  the  origin  of  the  phrenic.  3.  Beyond  the  limits 
above  indicated  aconite  exercises  a  depressing  influence  on  the  cranio- 
spinal asis  almost  amounting  lo  paralysis  4.  The  action,  of  the 
alkaloid  on  the  fcnsory  function  appears  to  bo  co-extensive  and  co- 
equal with  that  on  the  motor  Ainciion,  the  area  tOr  intense  action 
Iiaving  the  same  limits,  beyond  which  the  aneesthesiant  action  rapidly 
diminishes  in  intensity.  5.  Apart  from  the  derangement  of  accom- 
moilatiiiQ,  due  to  spasm  or  enfeeblement  of  the  muscular  apparatus  of 
the  eye  and  the  car,  the  senses  of  sight  and  hearing  were  unaffected ; 
tite  latter,  indeed,  was  apparently  wholly  unaffected.  There  was  no 
evidence  of  any  impairment  of  smell.  Taste  was,  without  duobt, 
gieally  disturbed,  l>oth  on  account  of  its  relation  to  common  sensa- 
tion and  of  the  deep  implic:ktion  of  the  fifth  norve.  6.  Jteyond  the 
slight  depression  of  fuitction  resulting  in  somnolency  (after  medicinal 
doses,  and  in  the  intervals  of  the  paroxysms  which  follow  poisonons 
ones)  aconite  has  no  direct  influence  on  the  brain,  and  the  effects  pro- 
duced by  asphyxia  have  usually  only  a  bripf  duration  at  the  end  of  a 
paroxysm  or  immediately  preceding  the  death  of  the  animal.  The 
intense  distress  of  impending  suffocation  produces,  however,  a  total 
disregard  for  everything  else  but  the  desire  for  relief,  and  tlios  the 
animal  rages  frantically  about  as  if  actually  delirious.  7.  The  sympa* 
thetic  nerve  is  unaffected.  At  the  moment  of  death  the  pupils  dilate 
vigorously,  and  after  death  the  heart  may  continue  to  pulsate,  or,  if 
the  right  heart  be  arrested  by  distention,  its  action  may  be  revived  by 
depletion.  The  contracted  left  heart  is  still  only  becjiuse  it  is  empty. 
From  the  evidence  adduced  Dr.  Harley  thinks  it  conclusively  proven 
that  the  heart  is  only  secondarily  affected,  and  as  a  consequence  of 
the  respiratory  difficulty.  H.  Denth  results  from  asphyxia  and  pro- 
gressive collapse  of  the  lung,  the  former  being  due  to  the  spasmodic 
closure  of  tiie  respiratory  passages  and  paralysis  of  the  muscles  of 
inspiration,  and  the  latter  to  paralysis  of  the  muscles  of  inspiration, 
and  notably  of  the  diaphragm,  which  is  tucked  up  higher  and  higher 
by  the  intci-mittent  efforts  of  the  upper  intercostals,  the  scalenic  and 
the  sternomastoid  muscles.  {No.XLV.oHha  OubtinJoumaiof  Mvdi- 
lol  Sctence.) 

Oh  the  Spread  of  Cakcgr  in  the  LTMPHATfc  Gi-akos.  —  Dr.  Boz- 
zolo,  of  Turin,  announces  the  following  views  as  the  result  of  his  own 
observations  on  the  extension  of  cancer  to  the  lymphatic  glands,  viz., 
that  the  cancer  cells  flrst  appear  in  the  lymphatic  glands  in  the  cavi- 
ties of  the  cortical  substance  ;  that  they  are  often,  even  in  the  begin- 
ning, well  developed,  and  many  of  ihem  have  already  become  horoy ; 
and  that  the  endothelial  cells  of  the  sinuses  and  the  connective  tissue 
cells  covering  the  trsbuculie  of  the  reticulum.  Airnish  no  traces  of 
cancerous  pioliferation.  Hence  be  concludes  that  the  cancerous  ele- 
mi  nt«  arc  brought  to  the  glands  by  the  afferent  lymphatics  quite  iiide- 
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pendently  of  any  proliferation  of  their  connectira  tissue  cells.  By 
ihe  constant  accamulation  of  the  cancerous  elements  in  tbe  lyiupit 
canals,  he  says,  these  become  enormously  distended,  lose  their  contour, 
and  in  advanced  stages  render  it  impossible  to  recognize  tbe  structure 
of  the  lymphatic  gland.  —  Centralbl.  f.  d.  Med.  fVias.,  May  6, 1876. 

The  TBEATHEin  of  Santonin  Poisoning.  —  At  the  session  of  the 
Niedtrrheiniache  Oeselischaft  in  Bonn,  July  5,  1875,  Pruf.  Binz  men- 
tions a  case  of  poisoning  by  Santonin,  in  which  a  child  of  two  years 
had  taken  1  ^  gr.  of  tbe  drug.  There  were  violent  convulsions,  begin- 
ning in  the  face  and  extending  to  the  extremities,  and  great  interfer- 
ence with  tbe  breathing.  She  recovered  under  the  use  of  warm  baths, 
vinegar  enemata,  plenty  of  fluids  to  drink,  and  tirtilicial  respiration 
Prof.  Kinz  then  instituted  some  experiments  on  animals  to  elucidate  the 
treatment,  and  found  that  Chloral  in  doses  sufficient  to  protiuce  deep 
sleep  prevented  the  convnlsions,  and  that  ether  inhalations  exercised 
a  controlling  influence  over  them.  He  tiiinks  the  same  treatment  may 
be  employed  in  tbe  human  subject,  coupled  with  artificial  respiration, 
and,  for  purposes  of  elimination,  laxatives  and  diluents  in  abun- 
dance. —  Rundscliau,  May,  1676. 

CONTRIBDTIONS  TO  THE  NeUROLOOT  OF  THE   EpiUERHIS.—  Dr.    J.    G. 

Ditlersen  has  found  in  the  akin  of  ft-ogs  numerous  fasciculi  of  verti- 
cal fibres,  called  perforating,  starting  firom  the  subcutaneous  cellular 
tissue,  which  is  rich  in  nervoas  plexuses,  and  traversing  the  entire  der- 
mis as  far  as  its  superior  limits.  These  fasciculi  contain  nerves,  con- 
nective tissue,  and  often  fibre-cells.  The  nerves,  which  are  surrounded 
by  a  shealh  of  connective  tissue,  leave  tbe  latter  at  the  upper  margin 
of  the  corium  and  advance  into  the  epidermis  nnder  the  form  of  a  com- 
pact fasciculus  of  fibres,  provided  with  nuclei  but  deprived  of  medulla. 
The  bundle  crosses  the  entire  epidermis  as  far  as  tbe  corneous  layer, 
where  it  appears  to  attach  itself  in  an  infundi bull  form  depression.  By 
means  of  a  hisher- magnifying  power  (for  example,  Hartnack,  ObJ.  viii) 
one  sees  that  each  nerve  fibre,  alter  its  entrance  into  the  epidermis, 
bends  somewhat  in  the  foi'm  of  a  Roman  S  outwards  and  upwards, 
before  terminating  in  a  terminal  cell.  The  most  eitemal  fibres  of  the 
fasciculi  terminate  in  their  respective  nerve-cells  as  soon  as  they  have 
entered  the  epidermis,  tbe  intermediate  fibres  in  the  middle  layers  of 
tbe  epidermis,  and  the  central  fibres  after  having  arrived  at  the  two 
layers  of  the  corneous  cells.  It  should  be  remembered  that  the  epi- 
dermis of  tbe  frog  is  composed  of  about  six  or  eight  layers ;  the  in^ 
ferior  ones  are  formed  by  verticaliy  elongated  cells,  the  intermediate 
layers  by  round  or  transversely  elongated  cells,  and  the  superior  layers, 
that  is,  the  two  corneous  layers,  by  flat  cells.  If  it  is  also  remembered 
that  the  terminal  nervons  cells  of  the  different  layers  of  tiie  epidermis 
resemble  very  much  in  form  and  aspect  tbe  proper  cells  of  tbe  epider< 
mis,  we  shall  be  less  astonished  that  the  remarkable  arrangement  above 
described  has  remained  nnperueived  up  to  the  present  time.  In  fact, 
the  peripheral  terminal  cells,  that  is,  those  which  are  situated  neare.-'t 
the  coriam,  stand  over  the  latter  in  an  almost  veitical  manner,  and  are 

VOL.  XI.  KO.  XI.  S8 


514  THE   NEW   ENGLAND  UEDtCAL  GAZETTE.  £NOT. 

spear  or  chisel  shaped.  The  middle  ones  are  more  curved  outwards 
and  are  larger  and  lejif-sha[tcd.  Tiic  most  eupcrtioial  cells  leave  the 
nerve-fibres  at  ao  obtuse  or  almost  right  angle  ;  like  the  stirroundiug 
corneous  cell,  the  borders  of  which  they  touch,  they  are  very  flat.  The 
tenDJDal  end  of  the  nerve  cylioder  thus  formed  does  not  become  at- 
tached to  the  inferior  surface  of  the  corneous  layer,  as  appears  with 
a  lower  magnifying  power,  but  traverses  the  latter  as  far  as  the  free 
surface  of  the  epidermis.  In  horizontal  sections  of  the  eptdermis,  the 
transverse  sections  of  the  cylindrical  fasciculi  of  the  nerve-cells  appear 
as  large  circles  filled  with  irregular  sectioDS  of  terminal  cells.  In 
sections  of  semi- macerated  preparations,  the  ordinary  cells  of  tbe  epi- 
dermis may  be  removed  by  me^ns  of  a  brush,  when  the  nerve-cells 
will  be  seen  attached  to  their  respective  nerve-flbres.  One  may  then, 
with  a  certainty  which  leaves  nolLiug  t^  be  decided,  follow  the  com- 
munication  between  the  cells  and  the  nerve-fibres,  and  the  latter  may 
be  traced  down  into  the  deep  layers  of  the  cerium.  These  structures 
are  disseminated  throughout  the  entire  skin  of  the  animal;  they  arc 
more  highly  developed  and  in  greater  numbers  in  the  dorsal  region. 
Undoubte<lly  they  Ibim  the  organs  of  sensation  of  the  skin.  —  Svr- 
ditkt  Med.  Arkiv.  Bd.  8,  No.  4. 

Fhtsiological  Cbemistst. — MM.  Malassez  and  Picard  have  lately 
devoted  considerable  time  to  the  study  of  the  chemical  composition  of 
the  spleen,  and  have  discovered  that  it  contains  a  much  larger  quan- 
tity of  iron  than  the  blood  which  it  contains  could  supply.  Tiiey 
pumped  into  the  splenic  artery  u  quantity  of  a  solution  of  sea  salt  un- 
til it  issued  fVom  the  vein  perfectly  colorless.  The  salt  solution  drives 
out  the  blood  mechanically,  but  does  not  dissolve  any  extraneous  htemo- 
globine  that  exists  in  the  tissue  of  the  spleen.  Alter  this  process  the 
spken  retained  its  red  color,  though  it  was  certainly  entirely  empty  of 
blood.  A  (|naiitity  of  pure  water,  which  dissolves  hi£moglobine,  was 
then  injected  into  the  artery,  and  when  it  issued  from  the  vein  it  bad  a 
deep  red  color.  At  the  sume  time  the  organ  begun  to  lose  its  red  color 
and  gradually  assumed  a  pale  yellowish  tinge,  the  water  issuing  ttota 
tbe  vein  losing  its  red  color  as  the  spleen  became  decolorized.  Micro- 
scopical examination  of  this  fluid  showed  no  red  globules,  but  the 
spectroscope  and  chemical  analysis  revealed  the  presence  of  bsemogto- 
bine.  It  is  evident,  theu,  that  free  htemoglobine  exists  in  the  spleen 
outside  of  the  vascular  system,  or  at  least  that  tbe  organ  contains  an 
organic  substance  that  is  transformed  into  hicmoglobine  by  the  action 
even  of  a  vehicle  as  ifvak  as  simple  water. 

Another  physiologist,  M,  Uaoult,  has  been  experimenting,  with  tbe 
object  of  determining  the  eficct  of  inspired  carbonic  acid  on  hematosis. 
He  experimented  on  rabbits  placed  in  an  ai)paratus  so  arranged  that 
the  expired  did  not  mingle  with  the  inspiied  air,  and  which  permitted 
analyses  of  both  to  be  made,  and  allowed  of  changes  in  the  composi- 
tion of  the  latter  to  be  made  at  will.  The  air  inspired  contained 
always  a  fixed  quantity  of  oxygen,  about  21  in  the  100  parts,  but  a 
certain  quantity  of  the  nitrt^cn  was  replaced  each  time  by  a  similar 
quantity  of  carbonic  acid.  The  maximnm  dose  of  the  last  nsed  was 
21  parts  in  100.    The  number  of  inspirations  per  minute  diminished  in 
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an  inverse  proportion  to  the  amount  of  carbonic  acid  iDspired,  but  they 
at  ttie  same  time  increased  indeitth,  sotliat  the  volume  of  air  inspired 
in  a  minute  was  nearly  doubled.  At  the  same  time  the  amount  of  car- 
bonic acid  produced  by  the  pulmonary  combustion  diminished  sensibly ; 
the  analyses  showed  that  when  100  cubic  inches  of  inspired  air  con- 
tained  20.  8  cub.  in.  of  oxygen,  and  no  cavbonic  acid  at  all,  2.  8  cub. 
in.  of  oxygen  were  consumed  and  2,  3  cub.  in.  of  carbonic  acid  pro- 
duced; when,  however,  the  inajtired  air  contained  20.  8  cub.  in.  of 
oxygen  and  12.  1  cub.  in.  of  carbonic  acid,  the  osygen  consumed  was 
only  1.  1  cub.  in.,  and  the  carbonic  acid  produced,  0.  9  cub.  in.  In 
order  to  overcome  this  diminution  in  consumption  and  production,  the 
amount  of  air  inspired,  as  is  mentioned  above,  was  nearly  doubled,  but 
even  this  was  unable  to  supply  the  deficiency,  for  in  the  same  space  of 
time  less  oxygen  was  consumed  and  less  carbonic  acid  produced. — La 
France  Medicale,  May  31,  1876. 

Flasha  Tdbes  of  the  Hn»AM  Skin. —  Axel  Key  and  Gustave 
Betzius  give  a  brief  statement  of  the  results  of  their  researches  on  the 
plasma  passages  of  the  skin,  especially  of  the  superior  extremities.  A 
more  completeaccountof  their  studies  will  be  found  in  their  work,  now 
passing  through  the  press,  "  On  the  Anatomy  of  the  Nervous  System 
and  the  Connective  Tissue."  They  mention  the  fact  that,  besides  ttie 
true  efferent  lymphatic  vessels,  they  have  discovered  in  the  skin  an  ex- 
tended system  of  large  plasma  passages  communicating  with  the  lym- 
phatic vessels  mentioned,  and  resembling  those  which  they  have  men- 
tioned and  drawn  in  the  last  fasciculus  of  their  work,  as  existing  in  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  nose.  In  the  deepest  parts  of  the  skin,  the 
plasma  passages  around  the  constituent  parts  (sweat-glands,  hair- 
bulbs,  etc.),  are  relatively  large  and  wide;  in  the  external  portiotis 
they  become  more  slender  but  abundant,  and  they  form  a  fine  net-work 
in  the  papiilie.  They  are  not  limited  by  the  epidermis,  however,  but 
cross  the  papillK  in  many  places  and  penetrate  into  the  rfitc  Malpighii. 
Our  authors  have,  in  fact,  succeeded  in  injecting  in  the  rete  Malpighii 
,  a  fine  net-work  of  plasma  tubes  with  compact  meshes,  which  fill  the  in- 
tervals between  the  various  cellules  iu  every  direction  as  far  as  the  cor- 
neous layer.  The  intercellular  injection  is  arrested  externally  by  the 
latter  cell-layer  ;  but  there  is  a  system  of  passages  at  the  surface  of  the 
skin  which  are  so  disposed  that  the  injection  penetrates  the  excretory 
ducts  of  the  sudoriparous  glands.  With  regard  to  the  plasma  pas- 
sages of  the  rete  Malpighii,  our  authors  remark  that  M.  liizzozero  en- 
deavored, several  years  ago,  to  prove  that  the  spines  of  Uie  cells  of 
the  rete  do  not  cross  each  other  like  the  teeth  of  two  wheels,  but  that 
Uiese  "  stacbels  and  riffs  "  from  adjacent  cells  bang  together  by  their 
points,  leaving  small  spaces  and  passages  between  them.  It  is  quite 
evident  that  it  is  these  intervals  witich  Key  and  Rotzius  have  injected 
in  the  rgte  Malpighii,  and  which  communicate  with  the  plasma  tubes 
of  the  dermis  itself.  —  Ifordiskt  Med.  Arkiv.  Vol.  8,  No.  5. 

The  Behavior  of  Carbouzkd  Cat-out  Inserted  among  Living 
TiBsirES.  — Mr.  Fleming,  of  Glasgow,  has  made  some  experiments  on 
this  subject :   First,  by  simply  inserting  the  carboUzed  gut  with  a 
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needle  below  the  skin  of  a  (log's  hack,  pnttiDg  fresh  pieces  in  new 
places  at  deQnite  iutervals.  A  monlh  after  the  first  piece  had  been 
introduced  the  d<^  was  killed,  and  no  trace  of  aoy  of  them  conld  be 
found  except  in  two  places  where  abscesses  had  formed  around  poi^ 
tlons  which  bad  only  been  in  a  few  days.  This,  however,  was  tbe 
only  instance  in  all  his  experimenta  in  which  any  complication 
occurred,  and  this  was  probably  occasioned  by  the  use  of  a  dirty 
needle.  The  complete  disappearance  of  the  cst-gat  rendered  it  necefr- 
sary  in  subsequent  experiments  to  adopt  some  plan  of  marking  its 
exact  position,  and  for  this,  external  means,  such  aa  silver  sutures 
put  in  the  skin,  nitrate  of  Bilver,  etc.,  were  found  inefficient.  He  was 
consequently  led  to  adopt  tbe  plan  of  attaching  silver  wire  to  the  cat- 
gut by  twisting  it  firmly  round  it  in  a  spiral  direction  for  the  space  of 
about  an  inch  and  a  half.  This  plan  answered  perfectly  till  the  sec- 
tion bad  to  be  made,  when  the  wive  interfered,  and  if  pulled  out  dis-  ' 
turbed  the  very  piece  of  tissue  to  be  investigated.  He  now  substi- 
tuted carbolized  silk,  the  advantages  of  which  are  that  it  can  be 
closely  applied  to  the  cat>gnt,  is  little  altered  in  the  cat-^t,  seems  to 
set  up  au  irritation,  and  can  be  easily  cut  with  the  razor.  He  bag 
made,  on  the  whole,  about  twenty  experiments,  the  results  of  whicb 
show  that  a  gradual  softening  takes  place  fVom  without  iuward,  the 
gut  breaking  down  and  bccomlDg  infiltrated  with  cells,  probably 
leucocytes.  This  pait  of  the  process  takes  fVom  about  five  to  twenty 
days,  varying  with  tbe  specimen  of  the  c»t-gut  and  the  age  and 
vitality  of  tbe  animal.  Next  the  pultaceous  mass  into  which  it  has 
been  converted  begins  to  undergo  a  metamorphosis,  and  to  be  perme- 
ated with  blood  vessels,  and  may  ultimately  be  described  as  a  cast  of 
cat-gut  in  a  kind  of  granulation  tissue  freely  supplied  with  blood 
vessels,  which  in  many  iostancee  can  be  ftally  iojected.  Tbe  cat-gut 
ligature,  it  thus  appears,  la  in  reality  only  a  temporary  ligature, 
because  when  in  the  softened  stage  it  cannot  be  held  to  have  any  coo- 
Blricting  effect. —  Lancet,  Hay  27. 

Cut  Thi3  Ovt. — The    American  Metric    Bureau  (IS    Tremont  . 
Place,  Boston,  Mass.)  invites  public  attention  to  two  things ;  — 

I.  The  Metric  System  of  Weights  and  Measures  has  been  adopted 
in  France,  Germany,  Austria,  the  Netherlands,  tjoutbem  Europe,  and 
South  America,  and  has  been  legalized  in  Great  Britain  aiid  tbe 
United  States. 

II.  The  Metric  Tables  are  decimal  and  simply  related;  for 
example :  — 


10  milli-meters  make  1  centi-meter   d^     meter) 


10  centi-meterS    " 

Ideci-meter     dV 

::  > 

10  deci-meters     " 

1  meter           (1 

10  meters             " 

1  deka-meter  (10 

1  hecto-meter  (100 

10  hecto-meters    " 

1  kilo-meter    (1000 

10  Uk>-meter8      " 

.yLlOO^IC 


1876.] 


ITEU8  AND  EXTSAOTS. 


I        I 


I       % 


^         1 

I    a 


n 


I    I 


Any  ODe  who  irill  try  to  write  down  the  common  tables  of  long 
ineaanre,  cubic  measure,  liqald  measure,  dry  measure,  avoirdupois 
weight,  troy  weight  and  apothecaries'  weight,  also  the  cubical  con* 
teats  of  the  meaaures  of  capacity,  and  the  weight  of  water  each  one 
holds,  and  the  weight  of  a  oubio  inch,  foot,  etc.,  of  water,  may  leara 
why  the  Metric  System  Is  coming  into  nniTersal  use. 
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Cancer  of  the  Stomach.  —  In  a  leetnre  on  this  subject  in  Volk- 
man's/i'ftnJsoAe  Fortrdje,  Prof.  Will.  Ebslein  observes  that  the  stomach 
can  claim  the  imenvi!il)le  privilege  of  being  more  frequently  attacked 
by  cancer  than  any  other  internu)  organ,  various  authors  giving  35^5 
as  the  proportion  of  gastric  to  all  other  forms  of  cancer,  whilst  only 
from  15-18.5  per  cent  are  of  uterine  origin.  It  appears  to  be  rare  in 
£gypt  and  Vera  Crtiz,  though  gastric  catarrh  is  common  in  both 
places,  discountenancing  the  ordinary  vien  that  the  latter  predisposes 
to  the  former.  All  classes  of  society  and  both  sexes  are  equally  liable 
to  it.  Three-fourths  of  the  cases  occur  after  the  ege  of  Qfty.  The 
causes  of  it  are  unknown,  though  it  may  be  due  to  accident  or  injury 
and  result  IVom  hireditary  influence.  A  large  proportion  of  cases 
commence  at  the  pyloric  oriflce,  and  it  is  almost  always  primary* 
Waldeyer  brings  forward  evidence  that  the  cancer  of  the  stomach 
develops  from  the  peptic  glands  and  the  cells  of  the  pyloric  glands. 
As  soon  as  these  have  penetrated  beyond  the  muscnliir  layer  of  the 
mucous  membrane  they  begin  to  proliferate  most  vigorously  in  the  vas- 
cular submucous  tissues.  The  connective  tissne  does  not  remain  pas- 
sive, hut  a  growth  of  small  cells,  with  an  abundant  development  of 
new  vessels,  commences  at  an  early  period  between  the  follicles  of 
the  glands.  The  symptoms  of  gastric  cancer  ai'e  divisible  into  two 
groups:  first,  those  resulting  from  the  disease  affecting  the  stomach, 
and,  secondly,  those  consequent  upon  the  disease  being  of  a  cancerous 
nature.  Some  of  the  symptoms,  however,  as  pain  and  trophic  dis- 
turbance, are  common  to  both  conditions.  The  stenosis  of  the  pylo- 
rus arrests  the  onward  movement  of  the  contents  of  the  stomach  and 
leads  to  the  dilation  of  the  organ,  and  the  degree  of  this  distension 
may  be  ascertained  by  percussion  after  the  patient  has  drunk  some 
efTerv-escing  6uid.  The  longer  the  disease  lasts,  the  longer  the  inter- 
val between  two  attacks  of  vomiting,  but  the  larger  the  quantity  vom- 
ited on  each  occasion.  The  vomited  matter  is  usually  of  the  consis- 
tency of  thick  soup,  offensive,  sour  from  containing  acetic  and  butyric 
acid,  which  again  result  from  the  decomposition  of  the  fats  and  car- 
bo-hjdratos  under  the  influence  of  sarcina  veniriculi  and  tortulce. 
When  the  vomiting  follows  immediately  upon  the  ingestion  of  food  it 
is  due,  in  some  instances,  to  spasmodic  contraction  of  the  ossophagua. 
The  vomiting  of  blood  either  pure  or  mixed  with  food  and  iu  a  va- 
riable quantity  is  a  very  well  marked  and  diagnostic  symptom 

—  Medical  Times  and  OazeUe,  Ftb.  19, 1876. 

On  Cardiac  Hacuopttsis. — Dr.  G.  See  thinks  that  these  heemop- 
tyscs,  which  are  sometimes  the  only  guide  to  the  discovery  of  a  car- 
diac affection,  may  be  determined  by  a  stasis  of  tlie  blood  in  tha  pul- 
monary circulation,  followed  by  an  increase  of  the  venous  tension  and 
a  rnpiuie  of  the  capillaries.  M.  Duguet,  on  the  contrary,  holds  that 
cardiac  htcmoptysis  is  attributable  to  the  occurrence  of  emboli  in  the 
right  ventricle,  and  especially  the  right  auiicle.  An  important  ele- 
ment is  the  alteration  of  the  vascular  wails ;  so  also  an  iucieafe  of 
the  tension  in  the  pulmonary  artery;  and  the  author  refers  to  Dr. 
Biirthelmy's  remark  ihat  cardiac  hiemoptysis  is  frequent,  especially  in 
niittal  stenosis  complicated  with  hypertrophy  of  the  right  ventricle. 
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Hsemoptjsis  most  often  occurs  in  connection  with  mitral,  very  seldom 
with  aortic  lesions.  The  chnraeters  of  cardiac  linsraoptysis  are — in 
the  majority  of  cases  there  is  a  palpable  cause,  a  violent  effort,  or 
more  or  less  prolonged  muscular  exercise,  alcoholic  excesses,  suddea 
T&riations  of  temperature,  pregnancy.  In  general  the  hemorrhage 
is  slight,  and  the  blood  is  usually  of  a  dark  red,  sometimes  black 
color.  The  expectoration  may  become  pneumonic,  especially  if  in- 
flammation has  taken  place  nrounil  the  infarction  ;  sometimes  it  has  a 
garlic-odor ;  it  is  often  thick,  viscid,  and  adlieres  to  the  vessel.  When 
there  is  hemorrhage,  though  examination  of  the  heart  and  lungs  reveals 
nothing  abnormal  in  these  organs,  the  case  may  be  one  of  hysterical 
beematemeeis. — Ifew  York Medica.lJov.Tnal, from, Lyon  Medicaie. 

The  coroner  question  has  received  a  great  deal  of  attention  in 
England  recently.  In  an  article  on  the  subject,  the  Brithh  Medical 
Journal  makes  the  following  suggestion,  which  we  think  a  valuable 
one ;  That  power  should  be  given  to  the  district  ofQeer  of  health  to 
attend  and  make  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  death,  when  sudden  or 
not  satisfactorily  explained,  and,  if  any  doubt  should  exist,  the  officer 
should  give  notice  to  the  coroner  to  holil  an  inquest.  Thia  would  put 
a  check  upon  unnecessary  inquests,  and  prevent  indiscreet  intrusion 
into  a  house  of  mourning,  whether  the  deceased  belonged  to  the  poor 
or  to  the  wealthy  class.  Officers  of  health  should,  of  course,  be  ade- 
quately paid  for  these  additional  duties.  In  the  mere  matter  of  dis- 
pensing with  unnecessary  inquests  there  would  be  a  saving  of  expense 
which,  would  cover  any  additionai  cost  on  this  ground.  A  power 
should,  as  suggested,  be  given  to  a  coroner  to  hold  an  inquest  on  hia 
own  view,  or  by  requisition  from  competent  authority,  but  only  after 
a  consultation  with  the  medical  officer  of  health.  Tlie  necessity  for 
an  inquest  is  really  not  dependent  on  any  legal  hut  strictly  on  medi- 
cal grounds,  where  the  cause  of  death  is  in  question- — Boston  Medi- 
cal and  Surgical  Journal. 

Cmsakikv  Section  successfullt  Perforued. — Mr.  John  Parks,  of 
Bury,  Lancashire,  records  a  case  in  which  this  operation  was  per- 
fttrmeil  on  a  woman  aged  thirty-two,  in  labor  with  the  second  child,  who 
had  been  in  labor  eight  hours,  and  in  whom  the  right  foot  of  the  child 
protruded.  On  au  attempt  being  made  to  seize  the  other  foot  it  was 
found  that  the  pelvis  was  too  contracted  in  the  antero-posterior  diam- 
eter to  allow  of  delivery.  The  circumstances  to  which  Mr.  Parks 
attributes  the  happy  result  of  the  operation  are  that  the  woman  was 
of  good,  sound  constitution ;  that  the  operation  was  performed  before 
the  powers  of  nature  were  greatly  exhausted  ;  that  great  care  was 
taken  to  keep  the  abdominal  parietes  in  contact  wiih  the  uterus  dur- 
ing the  whole  of  the  operation,  thus  preventing  the  exposure  of  the 
intestines;  that  complete  closure  of  the  uterus  was  effected,  which 
prevented  the  escape  of  any  discharge  into  the  peritoneal  cavity ;  and 
lastly,  that  the  patient  was  kept  constantly  under  the  influence  of 
opium.  —  Lancet,  Feb.  12,  1876. 
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Tub  Ube  of  Hot  Water  ab  a  Pbrhakbnt  Bath  in  Imjuribs. — 
Hoi  walGT  litiB,  wilhin  the  past  few  months,  been  used  in  the  treat- 
ment ol  some  injuries,  with  marvellous  results,  in  tbe  Bellevne  Ho9- 
jiital,  New  York.  The  manner  of  using  it  is  to  liave  tin  vessels, 
formed  bo  as  to  accomtDodate  the  extiemities,  and  to  them  fastenings 
are  attached  by  which  bandages  can  be  apjilied,  so  as  to  steady  the 
limb  in  any  position.  The  water  in  the  bath  variea  from  100°  to  105° 
Fubrenheit,  and  is  changed  as  aoon  as  it  falls  below  this.  An  addi- 
tional advantage  is  obtained  l>y  the  change  of  tbe  waier.  as  any  <liB- 
charge  which  forms  is  removed.  The  following  cases  have  been 
succt  as  fully  treated :  Compound  comminuted  fi-actoie  of  metacaipal 
bones;  compound  dislocation  of  the  ankle-joint;  compound  fVacture 
of  the  mi'tatureal  bones;  gunshot  injury  of  tlie  band;  contusion  of 
loe.  Tiie  time  that  tbe  injured  part  is  allowed  to  remain  in  the  hot- 
water  bath  varies.  Tbe  rule  is,  that  it  should  remain  there  till  all 
sloughs  which  form  come  away,  and  leave  a  healthy  granulating  8ur> 
face.  The  time  varies  with  the  amount  of  the  injury,  but  is  usually 
from  one  to  three  weeks. — Nivi  Yi.iTk  Medical' Jovrital,  xxii.,  p.  158. 

t^BODLDRR  Pbesentations,  —  Dr.  MaxBon,  of  Syracuse  N.T.,  acci- 
dentally discovered  that  by  raising  the  Lips  of  a  woman  in  latior,  so 
as  10  be  relatively  much  higher  than  the  shoulders,  an  abnormal  pres- 
entation was  spontaneously  icetified.  In  a  difficult  shoulder  case  he 
acted  upon  this  idea  in  the  following  manner  i  He  says, "  I  folded  sev- 
eral quills  compactly,  laying  thom  one  upon  another  to  the  height  of 
ono  foot,  and  assisted  her  to  kneel  upon  the  quilts,  with  her  head  and 
shoulders  resting  on  tbe  bed  and  her  face  forward  so  as  lo  Iiring  her 
body  to  an  angle  with  tlie  bed  of  nearly  90°.  I  then  pressed  my  hand 
gently  againet  the  shoulder,  which  readily  receded,  until  I  was  able  to 
grasp  the  vertex  with  my  fingers,  and  with  the  assistance  of  the  next 
pain  to  so  engage  it  that,  when  the  patient  was  placed  upon  her  left 
side  and  the  quilts  removed,  a  peifecUy  natural  presentation  pre- 
sented itself.  In  a  few  hours  the  labor  terminated  in  the  deliveiy  of 
a  healthy  loy  weighing  ten  jKtunds.  Only  a  few  minutea  weie  occu- 
pied in  ilie  process  and  subsequent  experience  convinces  me  that 
uhoulder  presentations  can  generally  in  this  way  be  convened  iuto 
natvral  ones  without  resort  lo  "  turning  and  with  no  risk  to  mother 
or  child."  —  homceopathic  Times,  from,  Lancet. 

Meni&be's  Diseask.  —  Several  cases  have  recently  been  reported  of 
this  affection.  Dr.  Duffin  brought  one  case  before  tbe  Clinical  Society 
of  London  at  (he  meeting  of  the  25th  February.  The  patient  had 
suffered  from  greatly  impaired  hearing  with  subjective  noises,  fits  of 
vertigo,  and  a  tendency  to  fall  to  the  right,  bkull  vibrations  to  a 
tuning-fork  were  almost,  if  not  quite,  absent  on  tlie  affected  side, 
although  the  whole  range  of  the  piano  forte  could  be  dimly  followed. 
After  eighteen  months  considerable  amelioration  set  in,  but  the  lefl 
ear  then  became  somewhat  involved,  and  the  vertigo  tended  to  throw 
bini  on  his  left  side.  In  one  of  his  later  fits  the  patient  lost  con- 
sciousness for  the  first  time.  In  the  subsequent  discussion  Dr.  Hugh- 
lings  Jackson  stated   that  he  had  seen  several  cases,  especially  in 
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medical  men,  who  often  wcnl<)  not  believe  tlie  ear  was  affecte^l  thoagh 
troubled  with  noiees  in  it.  He  thoagbt  hemorrhage  ioto  tbe  laby- 
rinth was  Bometimes  tb«  cause  of  the  symptoms.  Dr.  Buzzard  re- 
marked that  be  bad  observed  numerous  cases  in  which  there  was  a 
ti'ipod  of  symptoms,  tiunitae  auiium,  vertigo,  and  cranial  nearalgin. 
He  thought  that  in  many  cases  there  was  no  structDral  lesion  of  the 
semicircalar  canals,  the  attacks  being  so  short  and  paroxysmal,  and 
suggested  that  something  like  tbe  nerve-storm  of  migraine  swept  over 
the  medulla  oblongata  and  produced  in  the  auditory  nerve  a  condition 
comparable  to  neuralgia  of  a  common  senBoiy  nerve  displaying  ilself 
by  ibese  peculiar  symptoms.  Dr.  Putnam  also  records  a  case  of 
Meniere's  disease  in  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgkal  Journal.  (No. 
20,  vol.  xciii.)  In  this  case  tbe  patient  bad  felt  almost  constant 
dizziness  for  twelve  years,  with  noises  in  tbe  ears  like  the  sound  of 
a  slorm  with  rain.  Tbe  attacli  came  on  suddenly,  accompanied  by 
violent  itching  of  the  face.  The  vertigo  was  accompanied  by  appar< 
ent  movement  of  objects  sometimes  from  right  to  left,  sometimes 
from  left  to  right.  He  suffered  occasionally  from  nausea  and  vomit- 
ing of  a  greeatsb  or  yellowish  fluid.  —  FractUioner. 

Imperfect  Mastication  as  a  CAnse  of  Diakbh<ea.  —  In  the  able 
article  in  your  October  issue  by  lir.  Fothei^ll,  on  diarrbcea,  he  omits 
to  mention  one  important  cause  of  looseness  of  tbe  bowels,  viz.  defi- 
cient mastication  ^m  defective  or  decayed  teeth.  This  I  have  reason 
to  believe  from  caierul  observation  is  a  far  more  frequent  cause  of 
irritability  of  tbe  bowels  thnn  ia  generally  supposed.  Dentists  are 
familiar  witii  a  form  of  this  Utter,  presumed  to  IJe  due  to  the  decayed 
teetb,  inducing  a  m<ire  or  less  acid  secretion  from  the  gums  which 
produces  gastric  irritation,  and  so  sets  up  a  species  of  diarrhtEa.  or, 
more  properly,  looseness  of  the  bowels ;  but  apart  from  this,  I  have 
observed  lately,  among  females  especially,  a  form  of  looseness  and 
irritability  of  the  bowels,  due,  1  believe,  entirety  to  an  inability  to 
masticate  properly  their  food. 

Dyspepsia  is  usually  tbe  first  symptom  noticed,  but  not  by  any 
means  invariably.  A  sudden  attack  of  spasms  or  abdominal  colic, 
followed  by  a  smart  attack  of  diarrhffia,  is  frequently  tbe  only  symp- 
tom that  will  aid  us  in  forming  a  diagnosis.  On  inquiry  we  finl  this 
condition  is  of  ft^quent  occurrence,  more  especially  if  great  care  he 
not  taken  in  tbe  selection  of  proper  food.  On  examining  the  moulh, 
serious  defects  in  the  number  of  tbe  molars  will  almost  invariably  be 
found.  Even  should  they  be  tolerably  sound  in  one  Jaw,  the  teeth 
that  should  oppose  them  are  either  absent  or  in  sucb  a  state  of  decay 
that  it  is  painful  or  impossible  to  masticate  the  food  properly ;  this 
latter  is  consequently  bolted  in  lumps  which,  resisting  the  action  of 
tbe  gastric  juice,  are  carried  into  the  middle  intestine  and  there  set 
up  much  irritation,  increasing  the  vermicular  contraction,  as  also  the 
secretion  of  mucus,  and  so  causing  a  species  of  diarrhoja. 

Tbat  this  is  no  imaginary  cause  I  have  proved  in  many  instances 
by  suggesting  a  set  of  back  teeth  in  place  of  medicine,  and  with  the 
effoct  of  obviating  entirely  tbe  frequent  attacks  of  diarrbcea.  -~A.  W. 
Edit,  M.D  ,  Praettlioner,  Apnl,  1876. 
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RESTRAmr  FOB  Chronic  Insane. — Dr.  A.  M.  Shaw, Superintendent 
of  Ibe  Connecticut  Hospital  for  tlie  Insane,  in  bis  Tenth  Annual 
Report,  says,  "  Admitting  the  userulness  of  restraint  in  certain  coses 
I  deiiire  to  protest  against  the  tendency  to  use  it  in  onlinnry  cases  of 
chronic  insanity  where  employmeut,  diversion,  and  watching  would 
obviate  the  necessity  for  it.  In  this  respect  we  have  made  great  prog- 
ress during  the  past  year.  On  the  first  of  November  last,  with  a 
population  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  male  patients,  only  two 
were  subjected  to  any  form  of  mechanical  restraint ;  one  had  his  hands 
in  a  leather  tnufi*  to  prevent  the  removal  of  bandages  from  his  leg ;  the 
other  wore  a  camisole  waist  a  part  of  the  time  to  keep  him  from  destroy- 
ing his  clothing.  During  the  past  three  months  these  two  men  have 
been  without  restraint  and  we  have  aotually  conducted  the  hospital  on 
the  male  side  on  the  non-restraint  plan.  I  am  under  obligations  to 
the  officers  and  attendants,  who  have  talien  so  much  pains  to  further 
efforts  in  this  direction.  Much  of  its  success  depends  upon  the  charac- 
ter of  the  attendants  having  immediate  charge  of  the  wards.  Kind- 
ness, regularity,  and  watchful  attention  are  efficient  qualities  in  this 
direction.  The  great  want  in  every  hospital  is  occupation :  patients 
who  are  in  suitable  condition  to  do  so  go  out  with  a  sense  of  relief 
to  farm  work,  to  the  kitchen,  laundry,  or  sewing-room,  and  regard  the 
change  as  diversion.  The  object  in  setting  a  patient  to  work  is  not 
that  he  may  repay  cost  of  treatment,  but  it  is  to  aid  him  in  casting 
aside  fancies  and  in  returning  to  healthy  feelings  and  thoughts." 

Ciliated  Pls-Celi.8, — While  examining  the  secretions  from  the  mouth 
and  pharynx  of  a  fro^,  when  irritated  by  a  weak  solution  of  osmic  acid, 
Pi'of.  Neumann,  of  Konigsburg,  found  certain  cells  having  characters 
intermediate  between  those  of  epithelium  and  ordinary  pus-cells, — 
having,  in  fact,  the  cilia  of  the  one  and  the  contractility,  the  size,  and 
the  opaque  nucleus  of  the  other.  The  cilia  covered  hut  a  part  of  their 
surface,  and  imparted  to  them  a  rotatory  motion,  the  ainceboid  changes 
of  form  beginning  only  when  the  cilia  ceased  to  move.  Here  are,  then, 
all  of  Cohnheim's  characteristics  of  pus-corpuscles,  and  an  argument 
for  the  occurreuce  of  true  epithelial  suppuration.  Such  bodies  have, 
it  is  true,  been  seen  before,  but  they  have  been  regarded  as  ciliated 
epithelial  cells  of  the  part,  mechanically  detached.  —  Centraibl.  f.  d. 
Med.  Wiss.,  June  10, 1876. 

Mile  Diet  ih  the  Albomindkia  of  Pregnant  Wokkn.  —  Dr. 
Tarnier  gives  the  account  of  two  cases  in  which  pregnant  women  suffer- 
ing from  albuminuria  were  treated  with  a  milk  diet,  and  with  the  most 
favorable  results.  In  both  cases  no  other  treatment  was  used.  The 
first  day  two  portions  of  food  were  allowed,  with  about  a  quart  of 
milk ;  the  second  day,  only  one  portion  of  food  and  a  little  over  two 
quarts  of  milk ;  the  third  day,  half  a  portion  of  food  and  three  and  a 
qunrter  quarts  of  milk ;  the  following  days,  four  and  a  half  quarts  of 
milk  were  allowed,  or  even  more  when  the  patient  desired  it,  bat  no 
other  food  was  given.  Withjn  two  weeks  after  this  method  of  treat- 
ment was  begun,  a  decided  improvement  in  all  the  symptoms  was 
noticeil.  The  albumiouiia  bad  decidedly  decreased,  as  had  also  the 
uedema  of  the  lower  extremities.    This  improvement  contiuue*!  until 
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the  urise  no  longer  showeii  any  traces  oralbumeD.  In  both  oaees  the 
pregnancy  terminated  in  the  birth  of  healthy  living  childreu,  the  labor 
and  convaleacence  of  the  mothers  being  perfectly  normal.  —  Bosloa 
Med.  and  Surg.  Jour.,  from  Le  Progris  Mediccd. 

USK  OF   THE   HTPOPHOSPHITE8  OF   LlHE  AMD   SODA   IN  PHTHISIS. — 

Dr.  Charteris,  of  Glasgow,  states  that  he  has  satisfied  himneir  of  tbe 
power  of  tbe  hypophoaiihites  to  check  tlie  night  sweats  of  phthisis,  even 
vhen  all  treatment  of  a  curative  kind  was  of  no  avail  Tbey  were 
first  used  alone,  and  afternfirds  combined  with  glycerine.  Dr.  Cbar- 
teris  draws  attention  to  the  circ-um stance  that  in  phthisis  the  tempera- 
ture varies  wilb  the  side  afTected ;  that  in  which  the  mischief  is  mak- 
i»ig  tbe  most  rapid  progress  being  several  points  higher  than  tlie 
opposite  one.  He  records  several  cases  in  which  the  patient's  beulth 
appeared  to  undergo  considerable  improvement  when  the  hypopbos- 
phites  had  been  prescribed.  — FractUioner  from  Lancet,  May  13, 1876. 

Hypertrophic  CiRRHoais  OF  THE  Liver. — M,  Hanot  in  his  thesis 
(Dec.  1875),  states  that  be  has  made  out,  by  careful  investigations  at 
the  H6pital  Cochin  in  Paris,  a  peculiar  kind  of  hypertrophic  cirrhosis 
of  the  liver,  presenting  the  following  characters :  Extra-Iobular  and 
extensive  ciirhosis  without  any  tendency  to  retraction  of  the  conjunc- 
tion tissue  of  new  formation ;  and  sometimes  intra-lobuJar  cirrhosis 
abnormal  of  development  and  chronic  catarrh  of  the  biliary  ducts. 
Symptomatic  ally  it  is  characterized  by  chronic  Jaundice,  depending 
on  the  obliteration  of  tbe  biliary  canaliculi,  and  by  a  considerable  hy- 
pertrophy of  the  liver  without  a'scitcs,  or  the  abnormal  enlargement 
of  the  subcutaneous  veins  of  the  abdomen  which  is  observed  in  ordi- 
nary cirrhosis.  The  affection  may  last  a  long  lime,  but  sometimes 
ends  in  Ihe  acute  mala<iy  called  *'  severe  icierus."  No  particular 
etiology  has  been  made  out,  nor  is  there  anything  reliable  respecting 
the  treatment.  —  Lancet, 

BiNQWORU.  —  Dr.  Watson  cures  this  troublesome  disease  by  apply- 
ing twice  a  day  an  aqueous  solution  of  boracic  add  of  the  strength  of 
a  drachm  to  the  ounce.  —  Horn.  Times,  Aug,  76. 

Chloralization. — An  Austrian  surgeon,  M.  Linbart,  has  commu- 
nicated to  Baron  Larrey  an  account  of  an  interesting  case  in  which 
the  aniestbesia  and  muscular  relaxation  necessary  for  the  reduction  of 
a  dislocation  of  the  shoulder  were  obtained  by  the  intiavenous  injec- 
.  tlon  of  chloral.  The  patient  had  inhaled  chloroform  on  two  previous 
occasions,  but  each  time  the  excitement  under  the  chloroform  had 
been  very  intense  and  much  vomiting  followed.  It  was  therefore 
decided  to  chloralize  him.  The  solution  of  chloral  employed  waa 
neutralized  by  a  few  drops  of  carbonate  of  soda.  A  gold  needle  was 
used, 'and  tlie  utmost  care  taken  to  ensure  freedom  from  extraneous 
particles.  The  injection  waa  made  into  the  left  arm.  At  the  end  of 
fourteen  minutes  seven  grammes  of  chloral  had  been  absorbed,  and 
anseslhesia  was  complete.  There  was  not  tbe  least  reflex  movement. 
Tbe  reduction  of  the  dislocation  was  effected  with  extreme  facility. 
Absolute    antesthesia  continued   for  half    an   hour.      He    was   then 
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awaked,  aod  he  drank  and  then  slept  for  sefdral  hours.  On  recovery 
there  waa  no  nausea  or  vomiting.  Slight  defective  seDsibiiity  cod- 
tinued  for  twenty-four  hours.  The  vein  into  which  the  chloral  had 
been  injected  showed  no  trace  of  irritation  or  of  coagQlatioD.  — Xan- 
cet,  Aug.  19,  1876. 

Thb  PiTHOLOor  ov  SoNSTROKB.  —  Prof.  Amdt,  of  Greifswald,  ob- 
Bcrves  that  in  the  last  few  days  of  the  month  of  July,  1870,  the  first 
division  of  the  Second  Army  Corps  made  a  march  fi'om  Berlin.  The 
rendezvous  was  at  10  a.  h.  in  the  open  country  ;  several  were  already 
faint,  and  the  order  was  given  to  march  in  open  column,  to  open  the 
neckcloths  and  the  top  buttons  of  the  coat,  and  to  exchange  the  hel- 
met for  the  cap.  After  the  rendezvous,  in  which  the  soldiers  had  a 
Very  insufflcieat  supply  of  drink,  they  marched  slowly  to  Bankow  and 
Schonbausen,  but  many  faint«d.  After  marching  for  half  an  hour, 
cases  of  true  sunstroke  occurred  ;  many  men  felt  down  as  thongh 
dead,  or  turned  round  and  round,  or  moved  here  and  there  aa  though 
affected  witii  violent  cramps.  Banicow  was  marched  through  in  order 
to  avoid  the  effects  of  drinking  loo  much  water.  Of  the  more 
severely  affected  seven  died  ;  and  Prof.  Arndt  had  the  opportunity  of 
making  a  post-mortem  upon  three,  which  all  presented  tlie  following 
aimilar  characters :  Two  points  which  are  somewhat  opposed  to  one 
another  were. first  noticed  ;  th^*  paleness  of  all  the  organs,  and  the 
repletion  of  all  the  larger  vessels  with  dark-colored  uncoagulatcd 
blood  ;  the  akin  and  the  muscles  were  themselves  pale,  but  the  larger 
vessels  were  greatly  distended  ;  the  brain  and  its  membranes  were 
aniemic,  but  the  sinuses  and  large  veins  were  excesaivtsly  full  of  dart 
nncoagulated  blood.  The  same  relation  was  observed  to  exist  be- 
tween the  substance  of  the  heart  and  the  coronary  vessels,  the  liver, 
kidneys,  and  the  mucous  membranes  of  the  bladder  and  of  the  intes- 
tinal canal.  The  engorgement  of  the  larger  vessels  was  so  great  as  to 
lead  to  rupture  and  ecchyrnoses  of  the  vessels,  under  the  pericardium 
andendooardium,underthep]enrEe,andinthe  pelvisof  thekidneys.  In 
spite  of  this  repletion  of  all  the  lai^e  vessels  the  interstitial  tisanes  of 
the  organs  exhibited  great  poverty  or  entire  want  of  blood ;  there  was 
in  fact  parenchymatous  aniemia :  this  parenchymatous  aneemia  resulted 
from  oadematoas  transndation.  The  brain,  liver,  and  kidneys  were 
swollen  ;  the  brain  tightly  fitted  the  sac  of  the  dura  mater;  the  con- 
volutions of  the  hemispheres  were  broad,  Battened,  and  compressed, 
so  that  the  sulci  were  almost  obliterated ;  their  substance  was  always 
moist,  sections  appearing  as  though  wetted  with  water ;  the  ventri- 
cles contained  much  serum.  The  membranes,  which  were  in  part 
swollen  like  a  bladder,  were  easily  separated  from  the  brain ;  the 
liver  and  kidneys  presented  the  same  appearances.  It  thus  appeared 
that  the  serous  transudation  Into  the  parenchyma  caused  compression 
of  the  smallest  vessels  opd  capillaries,  driving  the  blood  into  the 
yielding  veins.  The  heart,  liver,  and  kidneys  exhibited  other  peculi- 
arities :  the  heart  was  hard,  its  tissue  was  discolored,  pale  dirty  red ; 
it  was  contracted,  dry,  and  friable,  and  the  cut  surfaces,  especially 
towards  their  thin  edges,  were  glassy.  The  same  characters  were 
piesented  by  the  muscles  of  the  whole  body ;  the  liver  appeared  as  if 
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it  had  ber'ti  boiled.  The  cortical  substance  of  the  kidneys  was  ex- 
panded and  appeared  awollen.  In  these  oi^ans  therefore  there  was 
notooly  oedema,  but  a  change  of  the  elements,  a  kind  of  cloudy  swel- 
ling which  he  reganis  as  the  forernnner  of  parenchymatous  inflamma- 
tion. Similar  changes  are  observed  in  the  principal  organs  of  the 
body  in  patients  wlio  have  died  from  typhus,  small-pox,  and  pneu- 
monia, if  the  disease  prove  fatal  at  its  height  and  in  conseqnence  of 
the  high  temperature.  Sunstroke  only  occurs  in  our  climate  on  very 
hot  days,  and  in  those  who  have  severe  work  to  do  as  in  the  case  of 
marching  troops.    Three  degrees  may  be  distinguished. 

First  d^ree :  the  temperature  rises  from  38°  to  40°  C,  the  pulse  is 
100°  to  I2U°,  the  respiration  is  SO  per  minute  or  more ;  perspiration 
and  thirst  are  experienced,  the  head  is  affected,  and  the  patient  suf- 
fere  firom  muscee  before  the  eyes,  noises  in  the  ears;  faintness,  and 
tightness  of  the  chest;  he  is  irritable  and  taciturn.  Kapid  and  com- 
plete recovery  results  ftom  the  application  of  cold.  Second  degree  ; 
if  no  notice  be  taken  of  these  premonitory  symptoms,  if  no  rest  or 
water  be  obtained,  all  the  symptoms  increase  in  intensity,  the  temper- 
ature rises  to  41°  or  42°  C.the  pulse  is  130  to  140,  the  respiration  40, 
irregnlar ;  perspiration  abundant,  thirst  unbearable  ;  alt  objects  seem 
to  vacillate  before  the  eyes,  and  the  field  of  vision  becomes  dark, 
the  noises  in  the  ears  like  the  striking  of  bells,  humming  and  buzzing 
sounds  are  esperienced,  tightness  of  the  chest  increases  to  deadly 
anxiety,  the  color  changes,  becoming  pale  and  bluish  or  livid  ;  though 
they  feel  excessively  hot  the  pnlse  can  hardly  be  felt,  consciousness 
t8  lost ;  if  a  vein  be  opened,  only  a  little  and  remarkably  dark  blood 
flows.  The  tongue  is  coaled  and  there  is  tedema  of  the  foce,  hands 
and  feet.  In  the  third  degree  the  temperature  rises  to  44°  C.  The 
skin  is  no  longer  moist,  but  dry  and  burning.  Respiration  is  difiScnlt. 
There  is  well-marked  anxiety  about  the  prsecordtal  region.  The  pa- 
tient suddenly  collapses  and  lies  immovable,  or  rolls  over  in  convul- 
sions. The  fseccs  escape  involuntarily.  The  face  is  expressionless ; 
the  eyes  are  immovable ;  tbe  lips  and  tips  of  the  fingers  bluish ;  the 
pnlse  imperceptible ;  venesection  only  yields  a  tesBpoonful  of  dark 
red,  nncoagulable  blood.  In  temperate  climates  the  case  rarely  ter- 
minates in  an  attack  of  fiilminating  apoplexy.  The  greater  number 
partially  recover,  and  then  fall  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours  into  a 
state  of  coma,  in  which  they  die.  Others  remain  through  life  epilep- 
tic, or  live  with  their  mental  powers  permanently  impaired,  and  with 
more  or  less  disposition  to  insanity.  The  alteration  of  the  condition 
of  the  blood  baa  been  regarded  by  some  as  the  cause  of  the  symp- 
toms observed  during  life.  Obermeier  found  the  thin,  fluid,  non-cong- 
ulating,  dark  red  blood  possessed  an  acid  reaction,  and  was  richer 
than  natural  in  urea  and  white  corpuscles.  Many  believe  the  over- 
charging of  the  blood  with  carbonic  acid  to  be  the  cause  of  the  symp- 
toms. Obermeier  also  observed  an  excess  of  tactic  acid  and  of  caib- 
onate  of  ammonia  in  the  blood,  and  it  certainly  contains  an  excess  of 
the  products  of  regressive  metamorphosis.  M.  Arndt  attributes  the 
symptoms  to  the  degree  of  cloudy  swelling  of  tbe  several  organs. 
The  fhlminating  cases  he  thinks  are  due  to  myocarditis;  tbe  subse- 
quent symptoms  to  a  parenchymatous  iDflammation  of  the  brain,  sim- 
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ilar  to  the  conditions  of  <1iBease  aasociated  with  very  hieh  tempera- 
tures of  the  body  in  infectious  diseases.  —  Der  Prak.  Arzt ,  No,  is. 
1875  ;  from  Virckoufa  Archiv.  B.  Ixiv.  1. 

DiacoTERT  OF  Dk.  Letahendi  IK  Reoabd  to  the  Peoddction  of 
Local  An^stoesia.  —  In  a  paper  on  the  subject  of  local  ans^UieBia, 
H-  Cardenal  observes  that  i^reat  difficulties  are  sometimes  experieDced 
in  producing  local  anaisthesia  even  when  the  best  apparatuses  are  used 
and  a  considerable  quantity  of  ether  employ*^.  In  endeavoring  to 
overcome  these  difflculttes  and  to  determine  the  precise  moment  when 
anieathesia  is  produced,  M.  Letamendi  studied  all  the  circumstances 
that  accompany  the  production  of  the  anesthesia,  and  has  established 
an  exceedingly  interesting  physiological  fact.  When  Richardson's 
apparatus  is  used,  filled  with  perfectly  pure,  neutral,  rectified  ether, 
for  producing  local  anfesthesia  in  any  part  of  the  body,  at  a  distance  of 
three  or  four  inches  (Vom  the  skin,  the  part  which  is  subjected  to  the 
spray  incomes,  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  minutes,  strongly  red- 
dened and  the  seat  of  a  disagreeable  sensation  of  cold,  but  there  is 
never  any  feeling  of  burning.  If  at  this  moment  a  slight  incisiou, 
implicating  only  the  epidermis  and  the  superficial  capillary  network 
of  the  dermis,  be  made  in  the  centre  of  the  reddened  part,  with  a  con- 
vex bistoury,  it  will  be  found  that  immediately  after  the  incision  is 
made,  starting  from  this  cut,  an  anemic  zone  of  the  skin  in  suddenly 
prodnced  and  continues  to  enlarge.  If  now  the  process  of  irrigation 
witli  ether  is  continued  for  some  seconds  over  the  part  that  has 
become  ansemic  this  region  is  rendered  completely  exsanguine,  and  at 
the  same  time  perfectly  anffisthotic.  The  ischtemic  and  anesthetic 
tissues  resemble  butter  on  section,  having  lost  their  suppleness  and 
elasticity.  Around  the  white  circle  is  a  zone,  the  antemic  condition 
of  which  is  not  so  perfect,  am)  which  resembles  a  sort  of  penumbra, 
though  it  is  strongly  disposed  to  become  as  perfectly  anemic  as  the 
central  area.  It  is  sufficient,  in  fact,  to  direct  the  ethersproy  on  this 
zone  to  see  the  aniemic  condition  propagated  to  it,  and  the  aniesthesia 
to  become  perfect.  By  this  means  the  ausemic  region  can  be  extended 
in  every  direction,  and  can  be  made  to  pass  round  an  arm,  to  ascend 
as  high  as  the  shoulder,  or  to  descend  to  the  forearm.  If  the  irriga- 
tion be  suspended,  the  efi'ects,  of  course,  rapidly  disappear,  though 
the  vessels  still  rem^iin  so  far  affected  that  if,  after  the  ischsemia  has 
disappeareil  for  some  seconds,  a  fresh  jet  of  ather  spray  be  directed 
not  only  on  the  part  originally  rendered  ansesthetic  but  anywhere 
around  it,  an  nniemic  area  can  he  produced,  without  practising  a  new 
incision.  Aniesihetic  iscliicmia  cannot  be  produced  in  parts  covered 
with  hair,  and  such  part  sliould,  consequently,  always  be  shaved. 
IVof.  Lcbimendi  Js  of  opinion  that  local  amesthesiaconsi^ts  in  extreme 
and  absolute  spasm  of  the  vasomotor  nervous  system,  and  that  tlie 
ischffimia  is  the  result  of  the  complete  closure  of  the  vessels.  The 
lirst  sensible  effect  of  ihe  cold  produced  by  the  ether  on  the  tissues  is, 
be  iliinks,  relaxation,  and,  consequently,  vascular  dilatation,  which  con- 
tinues to  augment  under  the  influence  of  the  permanent  jet  of  ether.  Bat 
iu  order  to  obtain  anesthesia  a  movement  of  reaction  must  be  produced 
in  the  dilated  capillai-ies,  a  movement  which  will  transform  their  state 
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of  exaggerated  dilatation  into  one  of  extreme  cx>nstrictioD.  This 
last  effect  may  Bometiinos  be  obtained  by  prolouging  the  action  of  the 
spray ;  but  in  the  greater  number  of  instances,  the  vesseU  remain  in 
the  state  of  extreme  exhaustioD,  atony,  and  relaxation  which  accom* 
panics  bypereemia.  U.  Letamendi  compares  tliis  semi-paralytic  state 
of  the  dilated  vessels,  gorged  with  blood,  to  the  transitory  state  of 
paralysis  of  the  bladder,  which  results  from  its  over-distension,  and  io 
which  the  distended  bladder  is  unable  to  expel  the  urine  it  contains. 
It  is  well  known  that,  in  this  case,  it  is  often  suiQcient  to  extract  a 
few  drops  of  fluid  from  the  bladder  to  enable  the  organ,  rendered 
temporarily  powerless,  to  regain  its  normal  contractility.  A  slight 
depletion  of  blood  tVom  the  congested  vessels,  or  perhaps  a  feeble  in- 
crease of  the  nervous  tension  of  the  capillary  network,  both  of  which 
may  be  caused  by  the  incision  of  the  hyperGemic  integuments,  may 
induce  the  immediate  contraction  of  the  vascular  system.  M.  Brown- 
S^quard  states  that  he  has  repeated  these  experiments  on  two  yonng 
men,  one  of  dark  and  the  other  of  fair  complexion,  and  that  he  is 
able  to  corroborate  in  a  very  remarkable  manner  the  observations  of  M. 
Letamendi.  Id  the  man  of  fair  complexion,  the  incision  in  the  skio 
required  to  produce  the  above-mentioned  resiilu  was  bo  slight  that 
it  was  difficult  to  see  it  with  the  naked  eye.  In  both  cases  the 
snffistheticized  part  of  the  area  was '  bard  and  white ;  it  had  the 
consistence  of  congealed  fat,  and  an  impression  was  left  when  firm 
pressure  was  made  upon  it  l>y  the  finger.  {Archives  de  Physitdogie, 
No.  6,  1875.)      {Practitioner,  June,  '76.J 

Cblobal  as  an  Application  in  Fissdhb  op  the  Anos.  —  TJte 
Medical  Times  and  Oaxelte  reports  that  Dr.  Croqui,  writing  to  Dr. 
S^jav  d'  a  Beanmetz  in  corroboration  of  the  great  valne  of  Chloral  as 
an  application  to  all  kinds  of  wounds,  adds  that  he  has  found  it  also 
of  the  greatest  utility  in  two  cases  otJi»sure  of  the  anus.  The  patient 
having  had  a  stool  a  few  hours  before,  either  spontaneously  or  by  aid 
of  an  enema,  he  introduces  between  the  lips  of  the  flssnre  a  small 
tent  of  charpie,  consisting  of  about  twenty  fibres,  and  first  soaked  in 
the  solution  of  chloral  diluted  to  a  fiftieth.  Tbis  is  left  in  until  dis- 
vbai^ed  during  defecation  next  day.  The  first  and  second  dressings 
are  very  painful,  but  afterwards  they  become  less  and  less  so,  so  that 
in  a  fortnight  all  pain  has  disappeared,  and  the  fistula  has  cicatrized. 

EQuiBfmjH  Hteualb  ni  Enuresis.  —  The  UnUed  States  Hedical 
Investigator  of  January  has  an  article  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  T.  H.  Car- 
michacl  highly  recommending  the  above  named  remedy  in  inconti- 
nence of  uiine.  The  doctor  says  that  in  his  note  book  he  finds 
upwards  of  twenty  cases  of  enuresis  treated  during  the  past  3-ear  with 
E<juisetum  Byemale.  He  used  it  in  the  mother  tincture  and  Ix,  always 
ailding  six  drops  of  the  mother  tincture  to  one  half  glass  of  water, 
and  a  teaspoonful  to  be  taken  every  three  hours  for  two  or  three  daj-s, 
which  in  most  cases  had  tieen  sufficient  tu  effect  a  speedy  and  perma- 
nent cure.  He  also  used  it  in  cystitis  and  dysuria  with  unparalleled 
success.  He  does,  however,  not  pretend  that  Eguisetum  Mytmale 
would   invariably  cure  all  cases  of  incontinence  of  urine,  even  in 
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children,  considering  the  varioas  caasea  that  may  cause  tbifi  morbid 
irritability  of  the  neck  of  the  bladder.  The  exciting  cause  should 
always  be  made  the  object  of  particular  inquiry.  *'  fiul  nhea  there  is 
no  tangible  cause  excepting  a  habit  (as  it  were),  wliich  has  remained 
after  the  primary  cause  has  disappeared  (as  it  is  in  a  great  many 
cases),  the  Equisetum  Hyemale  will  cure  almo^,t  immedialelg  and  per- 
minenUy."  The  writer  of  this  recommendatioa,  based  on  quite  a 
number  of  clinical  observations,  adds  that  his  attention  was  called  to 
this  remedy  by  a  letter  from  Or.  Thayer,  of  Boston,  who  had  used  it 
in  a  case  of  incontinence  of  urine  of  twenty  years'  Btajiding,  curing  the 
patient  in  about  ten  days.  The  question  of  the  efficacy  or  not  of  this 
remedy  in  higher  poteneies  he  leaves  entirely  out  of  consideration, 
claiming  for  his  low  potency  all  that  can  possibly  be  expected  froia 
any  remedial  agency,  namely,  a  perfect  cure  in  from  one  to  tea  days. 

To  OPKN  AM  Abscess  wrrHOur  Fain.  —  Dr.  Bergonzini  reports  in 
the  Rivuta  din.  de  Bologna  that  if  the  following  solution  be  applied  to 
the  skin  o^er  an  abscess  from  three  to  five  minutes,  an  incision  may 
be  made  into  it  without  pain ;  Carbolic  acid,  two  parts ;  glycerine, 
one  part.  —  Eahn.  Month.,  Aug.  '76. 


PERSONAL. 


'..  C.  Clapf,  H.D.,  has  removed  from  G18  to  644  Tremont  Street,  Boston. 


A.  L.  Kbnnboy,  M.D.,  of  the  Class  of  "76,  Bostoo  Dnlveraity  School  of 
Medicine,  for  neorlj  two  yeara  past  mxoclated  with  I.  T.  Talbot,  M.D.,  has 
opened  an  office  at  No.  7  Temple  Street,  Boston. 

DBS.  T.  F.  Allbn  ahd  St.  Clair  Smith  have  removed  from  No.  8  Eisl 
SSd  Street  to  No.  10  East  86th  Street,  between  Fifth  and  Madison  Avonoes, 
New  York  City. 

Died.  —  BenJ.  F.  Eldrldge,  M.D.,  of  Middleboro',  Mass.,  died  at  II 
o'clock,  P.M.,  Nov.  19th,  of  msllg;nant  scarlatina,  after  an  Illness  of  foor- 
teen  dayx.  Baried  Nov.  33d,  Itoro  the  U.  E.  church  of  Middleboro',  with 
Masonic  honors. 
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HOM(EOPATHIC  TREATMENT  OF  PNEUMONIA. 

BY   DR.   KAFKA. 

[  TfaittlaUd  from  the  Stvue  Homteopallktque  Beige]. 
[ContfnuA).] 

The  fifth  medicine  of  importance  in  pneumonia  in  Sulphur. 
We  do  nut  find  the  eyaiptoms  of  pneumonia  very  marked  in  ita 
pathiigeaesid ;  it  uffecta  principally  tlie  bronchi  and  the  pleura. 
The  older  pntctitioners,  allowing  themselves  to  be  gu  ded 
by  the  Hahneroanu  theory,  have  employed  it  principally  in 
pneumoaiaa  of  a  slow  cuur<te  and  without  reaction ;  they 
believe  that  this  state  is  due  to  a  latent  psora,  a  hidden 
diathesis ;  the  Sulphur  is  destined  to  struggle  against  this 
dyacrasia,  and  wheu  the  pneumonia  has  a  successful  end,  tbey 
attribute  this  result  to  the  action  uf  Sulphur,  .  Our  experi- 
DientB  on  this  subject  have  given  us  a  different  upiuion.  Svl- 
jphur  has  uo  direct  action  upon  pneumonia,  it  is  not  able  to 
modify  the  clinical  course  :  its  action  is  limited  to  regulating  the 
ordinary  symptomatic  course  of  the  disease,  especially  when  it 
is  engrafted  upon  a  tubercular  cusdtitution,  either  hereditary 
or  constitutional,  when  It  attacks  the  clavicuhr  or  subscapular 
region,  when  It  is  protracted,  and  when  there  are  relapses; 
finally,  we  employ  Sulphur  with  ancemic,  badly-nourished 
subjects,  of  a  soft,  scrofulous,  rachitic  constitution,  when  the 
period  of  suppuration  begins,  when  the  expectoratiou  is  little 
and  painful,  and  when  there  are  febrile  exacerbatioua  towards 
night. 

Many  practitioners  give  the  preference  to  Sulphur  vthea 
croupous  pueumonia  has  arrived  at  the  third  stage,  that  of 
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suppuration;  in  that  case,  our  manner  of  giving  it  dupenda 
iipu.i  the  seat  and  extent  of  the  diseiise.  When  the  apex  of  the 
luug  )3  iiffeclcd,  it  is  able  to  prevent  it  from  producing  a  tulicr- 
culav  cast,  —  at  least  in  the  anuaU  of  our  medicine  wo  tiiid  uanvd 
where  this  happy  result  has  been  ohtiiiied ;  but  when  the 
'pneumonia  is  entirely  localized  in  ihu  middle  or  base  of  the 
lung,  when  it  is  extensive  and  the  bptita  are  ubuudant  and 
easy  and  the  febrile  Bymptoms  of  little  impurianee,  we  prefer 
to  raise  the  powers  of  the  patient  by  the  ehtployment  of  China, 
a  substantial  diet,  and  good  wines. 

Ordinarily  we  employ  Sulphui^,  4,  6,  or  8  drops  in  half 
a  glass  of  water,  and  give  two  teaspouafnis  every  two  hours. 
Quite  a  Dumber  of  practitioners  consider  Bryonia  as  one  of  the 
modt  efficacious  remedies  in  pneumonia.  Our  experience  has 
taught  us  that  this  substance  has  more  important  relations  to  the 
pleura  and  bronchi  than  to  the  lungs;  therefi>re,  wo  ultiibnte 
to  it  only  a  symptomatic  action  in  the  course  of  croupuus 
pneumonia,  and  (hen  under  the  following  circumstances  :  when 
stitches  in  thu  side  are  very  violent  and  when  they  are  a^ra- 
vated  by  cough,  deep  inspirations,  speech,  yawning,  etc., 
while  they  are  ameliuntted  by  repose  and  the  dors;il  |>ositii>u. 
Also  at  the  onset  of  the  period  of  resolution,  when  tne  ^putJt, 
streaked  with  blood,  are  very  tenacious;  when  the  cough  is 
very  difficult,  and  when  it  induces  great  prostration  with  pain 
in  the  abdominal  muscles,  and  at  the  same  time  seui^ibility  iii 
the  region  of  the  liver,  with  gastric  symptoms  andcoiistipation. 
Finally,  when  croupous  pneumonia  is  accompanied  with  u  cer- 
tain excitation  of  the  meninges,  with  active  delirium,  dry  tongue, 
difficult  speech,  obtuse  sensibility,  —  symptoms  which  would 
indicate  an  adynamic  condition,  while  iu  reality  they  are  iu 
relatiou  with  an  excitation  of  the  meninges  and  are  of  a  transient 
natnre. 

lihus  lox.  is  likewise,  in  our  opinion,  only  a  symptomatic 
remedy  in  croupous  pneumonia ;  most  physicians  have  fouud  it 
efficacious  in  the  typhoid  form,  especially  when  the  disease  pre- 
sents a  certain  amount  of  torpor  and  apathy.  We  can  only 
cunlirm  this  observation,  adding  that  it  applies  chiefly  to  tboue 
pneumonias  without  cough  or  expectoration,  in  which  typhoid 
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symptoms  are  established  at  the  period  of  resolutiou,  —  symp- 
toms which,  rightly  or  wrongly,  we  attribute  to  purulent 
resorption.  We  have  seen  several  cuses  have  aa  appareutly 
happy  issue  after  the  adoiiuistration  of  Rhus'.  Whether  it  is 
tu  the  remedy  that  we  should  attribute  this  successful  result, 
ooly  subsequent  obiservatioua  should  determiue. 

We  advise  Bell'  in  the  beginning  of  croupous  pneumonia 
where  there  are  evident  signs  of  cerebral  hypersemia,  employing 
€!old  applicatious  at  the  same  time.  We  have  seen  these  symp- 
toms disappear  more  readily  than  fever  under  the  influence  of 
Aconite,  but  we  have  not  observed  that  Belladonna  hud  any 
effect  on  the  course  of  the  pneumonia. 

There  is  another  indication  for  thte  remedy, —  when  u  collateral 
oedema  is  set  up  in  the  parts  of  the  lungs  spared  by  the  disease, 
which  impedes  the  return  of  the  venous  blood  from  the  veins  of 
the  neck.  The  patient  is  then  threatened  with  poisoning  by  car- 
bonic acid  or  with  an  attack  of  cerebral  apoplexy;  dyspucea  is 
then  greatly  developed,  the  sputa  become  serous  and  mucous, 
cyanosis  supervenes,  the  veins  of  the  neck  and  head  are  dis- 
tended, sensibility  is  deadened,  speech  is  stammering  and  in- 
comprehensible. In  a  similar  case,  against  which  the  allopaths 
invariably  address  themselves  to  the  blood,  toe  employ  ^eJ^*, 
and  when  that  does  not  succeed,  Glonoinum' .  If  life  is 
seriously  threatened,  the  vital  indication  demands  that  we  also 
try  the  blood. 

Aa  remedies  to  be  employed  from  asymptomatic  standpoint, 
we  would  cite  Jfux  vomica'  and  China^,  —  medicines  recom- 
mended, especially  in  pneumonia  of  drunkards,  more  particularly 
when  there  is  icteruij  and  when  the  digestive  organs  are  strongly 
implicated.  Frequent  eructations,  regurgitations,  nausea,  vom- 
iting, meteorismus,  constipation  and  humor  specially  indicate 
Nux  vomica,  while  Ohina  applies  especially  to  the  pneumonia 
of  drunkards,  with  great  wealiness,  trembling  of  the  tongue  and 
limbs,  icterus,  and  watery  stools,  which  rapidly  exhaust  the 
strength.  China  is  equally  an  important  symptomatic  remedy 
with  patients  who  have  lost  a  good  deal  of  blood  and  who  have 
become  ansemic  and  weakened  to  the  point  when  the  disease  is 
protracted  through  want  of  reaction. 
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When  the  disease  terminates  by  suppuration,  China  is  iiidis- 
peusniilo  if  expectoration  is  abundant,  containing  considerable 
fibrinous  detritus  and  epithelium,  especially  when  there  ar«  at 
the  Slime  time  physical  signs  of  an  abscess  in  process  of  forma- 
tion, and  when  the  sputa  commence  to  have  a  bad  odor.  Ill 
such  case,  China*,  combined  with  strengthening  diet,  is  a  med- 
icine that  cannot  be  lost  sight  of  in  sustnining  the  strength ; 
sometimes  it  is  successful  in  tlie  most  doubtful  cases. 

A  good  many  physicians  recommend  Mercury  in  the  period 
of  purulent  infiltration,  with  weakened,  badly  •nourished  sub- 
jects, and  especially  with  tliose  who  are  predisposed  to  scrofula 
or  tuberculosis.  When  the  disease  »oems  arrested  in  its  course, 
with  slight  attacks  of  quotidian  fever,  profuse  sweat,  ema- 
ciation, and  weakness,  we  give  preference  to  Kedi  hydHod.  or 
Sulphur,  because  Mercury  not  only  favors  purulent  exudation, 
but  also  causes  decomposition  of  the  organic  elements,  and  it 
is  not  rare  that  under  its  influence  we  see  (ho  formation  of 
ctiTerne,  which  has  rarely  taken  place  under  the  adoiiuistration 
of  either  of  the  two  medicines  we  hiiva  noted  above. 

Finally  we  will  mention  Arsenic,  which,  given  symptomati- 
cally,  may  cure  s  pneumonia  which  has  taken  a  bad  turn,  when 
the  stage  of  hepatization  is  coming  on,  with  weak  or  aneemic 
subjects,  with  rapid  loss  of  strength,  pale  and  distorted  feat- 
ures, intense  thirst,  great  dyspnoea,  and  such  restlessness  that 
the  patient  tosses  fioiu  one  side  to  the  other,  groaning  und 
gasping ;  from  time  to  time  ho  falls  into  syncope,  and  wishes  to 
leave  the  bed  to  obtain  fresh  air.  This  medicine  is  still  better 
indicated  when  these  symptoms  are  combined  with  a  diarrhoea, 
which  threatens  to  exhaust  the  patient.  These  symptoms  are 
chiefly  met  when  infiltration  is  quickly  est^ihtished  and  greatly 
extended,  and  with  patients  who  have  become  weak  and  aneemic 
from  protracted  diseases.  In  these  coses  we  do  not  have 
recourse  to  camphor,  wiue,  ammonia,  etc.  j  Arsenic,  given 
for  several  hours,  causes  these  signs  of  weakness  and  increased 
sensitiveness  permanently  to  disappear.  Arsenic^  ia  a  remedy 
which  should  not  be  neglected  when  the  pucunionia  passes  to 
Buppuratiou,  when  there  is  grayish  expectoration,  of  bad  odor, 
when  the  patient  is  pale  and  very  thin,  when  he  is  tormented 
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with  thirst,  and  when  the  appetite,  notwithstanding  the  fail  of 
the  fever,  does  not  return.  Arsenic  then  acta  very  quickly  upon 
the  mucous  membrnne  of  the  stomiich,  the  appetite  revives, 
strength  returns,  tlie  expectoration  assumes  a  better  louli,  and 
the  disease,  under  the  influence  of  this  little,  insignificant 
remedy,  takes  a  favorable  turn,  and  that  more  surely  and  more 
readily  than  by  the  use  of  Quinine. 

ITo  be  continued.'] 
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ITS  PABTIE3,  ITS  OPIMIONB,  AND  THEIB  TEKDBNCIES.* 
[The  UtoHthly  Homoeopathic  Bevtevi,  Nov.  18T6.] 
OerUlement  —  I  think  we  have  arrived  at  a  period  in  our  his- 
tory as  a  party  among  the  practitioners  of  medicine,  at  which 
we  are  able  to  take  a  review  of  our  position  in  a  calm  and 
unprejudiced  way.  As  regards  our  opponents,  the  heat  and 
animosity  of  active  persecution  is  over,  the  policy  of  masterly 
inactivity  and  strict  blockade  tias  nearly  been  played  out; 
prejudice  and  party  spirit  are  beginning  to  grow  weak  under 
the  influence  of  more  accurate  information  aud  better  feelings, 
and  the  appeals  of  justice  are  beginning  to  have  a  chance  of 
being  heard  ;  refusals  to  meet  us  have  ceased  to  be  bitter,  are 
often  indeed  apologetic ;  and  gentlemen  feel  sore  at  beiug  tied 
up  by  a  set  of  arbitrary  rules,  laid  down  during  the  prevalence 
of  excited  feelings,  in  which  they  have  ceased  to  share,  perhaps 
have  never  pai'taken.  I  may  add  that  many  now  disregard 
these  rules,  and  will  not  bo  bound  by  them. 

So  much  as  regards  the  outward  aspects  aud  external  rela- 
tions of  the  opposition.  The  signs  are  still  more  favorable 
when  we  look  within.  The  pernicious  and  destructive  practices 
of  blood-letting,  purg.ition,  and  salivation  have  passed  away. 
The  time  has  passed  when  violence  done  to  the  human  frame 
conld  be  called  in  any  sense  heroic ;  yet  it  is  hardly  sixty  years 
ago  when  a  princess,  the  next  iu  succession  to  the  throne  and 
the  hope  of  the  nation,  was  bled  and  reduced  by  way  of  pre- 
*  The  FnsidaDtlal  AddKM  at  the  CoDxreM  held  tt  Cliflon,  Sept.  SI,  187S. 
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caution  —  propbyliictically,  I  may  any  —  till  alie  snnk  iiiid«r  a 
natural  process,  ^vhivli  the  poorest  cottager  in  tlic  realm,  left  to 
the  Dierciea  itiid  even  the  inclemencies  of  nature,  passes  through 
with  small  help  and  little  risk,  —  certainly  with  no  prophylactic 
treatment."  It  is  but  iifty-six  years  ago  siuce  her  father, 
George  IV,  was  bled  by  the  order  of  oue  eminent  physician  to 
eighty  ounces,  and  as  if  that  had  nut  been  enough,  by  the  order 
of  another  distinguished  physician  to  fifty  ounces;  which  latter 
bleeding,  says  Greville,  "certainly  saved  his  life,  for  he  must 
have  died  if  he  had  not  been  blooded."  This,  however,  was 
not,  it  seems,  enough,  for  in  a  day  or  two  twenty  ounces  more 
were  taken,  with  the  view,  I  suppose,  of  improving  his  condi- 
tion, his  life  having  been  already  saved  by  the  second  bleeding. 
A  short  time  after,  the  unfortunate  Queen  Caroline,  in  her  last 
illness,  wnn  bled  to  sixty  ounces,  but  unfortunately  succumbed 
to  the  disease  —  not,  of  course,  to  the  bleeding  —  before  her 
life  could  be  saved  by  the  abstraction  of  forty  ounces  more, 
which  Lford  Brougham  aaid  had  been  intended.  These  things 
are  not  done  now;  indeed,  if  done,  would  be  encountered  by 
suits  at  law  and  the  penalties  of  malpraxis.  The  times  are 
changed,  tho  seasons —  not  the  physical,  but  the  intellectual  — 
have  altered ;  and  it  ts  hard  to  find  a  young  physician  of  ten 
years'  standing  who  has  ever  seen  a  patient  bled.  One  who 
passed  in  1871  assured  me  he  never  had. 

One  admires  the  simple  faith,  the  depth  of  the  couvictions 
which  carried  the  practitioners  of  the  time  through  thfse  san- 
guinary practices.  One  hundred  and  fifty  ounces  of  royal  blood 
on  one's  hands  is  a  serious  matter,  to  say  nothing  of  its  being 
human.  There  is  a  naivete  about  the  whole  procedure  which  is 
quite  touching  and  really  instructive.  For  these  were  not 
experiments  made  by  young  practitioners  in  corpore  vili,  for 
whom  a  Viviseotion  Act  might  be  ueedful,  —  experiments  made 
on  obscure  persons,  whose  fate  would  make  no  noise :  they  were 
practices  sanctioned  by  the  highest  wisdom  and  greatest  expe- 
rience of  the  profession.     It  was  the  BailUes,  the  Henry  Hal- 

*  I  was  told  b7  an  old  lad;  friend  that  In  ber  time  ladies  were  bled  Id  preg- 
Daocjr,  to  preveat  abortloa.  Foss)blj  Uie  baSj  coat  of  tbe  blood  Id  pregnancT 
Dia;  have  had  sometbing  to  do  wltb  IL 
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fords,  and  the  Mattbew  TJerneya  of  the  day  who  thus  dealt  with 
the  highest  and  mo^t  valued  people  of  the  realm.  We  all 
recollect  the  interest  awaheued  hy  the  receut  ilhie^s  of  the 
Prince  of  Wules,  how  a  nation  held  its  breath  until  he  wa3 
pronounced  out  of  danger.  Well,  this  was  but  a  faint  cmotiuu, 
compared  with  that  with  which  the  announcement  of  the  death 
of  the  Princess  Charlotte  was  received —  the  young  wife,  the 
young  mother,  the  hope  of  the  good,  who  had  anticipated  iu 
her  the  purification  of  a  polluted  and  desecrated  court,  —  a 
hope  now  happily  realized  in  our  present  beloved  queen. 

What  an  assurance  of  being  right,  what  a  conviction  of  their 
own  infallibility  must  these  nen  have  hud,  to  have  ventured 
upon  such  practices  upon  such  persons  I  How  ignorant  are 
those  who  do  not  know  their  own  ignorance  I  Fancy  a  man  in 
the  dark,  who  thinks  he  sees  I  What  collisions  and  sore  places 
may  we  not  expect  for  hinuielf  and  his  friends?  And  these 
infallibi lists  were  the  first  authorities  of  their  day  !  How  are 
Ihey  looked  on  now?  How  are  they  regarded  by  the  infallibil- 
ists  of  the  present  day,  their  successors,  —  the  men  who,  in  the 
face  of  these  fiicts,  dare  to  proscribe  the  exercise  of  free  thought 
and  practice  among  their  contemporaries,  under  penalty  of 
excommunication?  Well  may  we  say  with  TalleyrHnd,  when 
asked  what  he  thought  of  a  gaucherie  of  William  the  Fourth's, 
"C'est  bien  remarquiible."  Let  us  carry  the  inquiry  a  little 
further.  What  will  be  thought  of  these  authorities,  who  deal 
in  excommunication,  by  the  next  generation  ?  Are  we  sure  that 
the  hypodermic  injections  of  Morphia  or  Atropine  daily  used, 
the  habitual  use  of  large  doses  of  Chloral,  of  Bromide  of  Potaa- 
tium,  and  other  drugs,  without  a  knowledge  of  the  peculiar 
changes  in  their  action  when  given  in  different  doses,  and  of 
their  general  action  on  the  system,  as  brought  out  by  proviugs 
on  healthy  individuals  of  different  sexes  and  at  different  ages, 
will  be  considered,  a  generation  hence,  as  fair  play  to  the  humim 
system,  or  the  acts  of  prudeut  and  wise  men  ?  Will  alcoholism 
be  considered  scientific,  or  polypharmacy  P 

These  lingering  relics,  however,  of  the  animal  impulse  to  do 
tbiDgfi  with  the  strong  hand,  as  manifested  in  the  treatment 
Dot  only  of  disease,  but  of  so-called  heresy,  are  gradually 
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fadiog  awny  before  the  infltienoe  of  scientific  training,  Tlie 
infallibilists  of  the  present  day  are  not  bo  consciously  infallible 
ae  tlicir  predecessors.  They  do  not  commit  such  atrociniis  out- 
rages on  the  humiin  body,  though  there  is  much  roora  fnr 
improvement  even  now.  They  are  not  so  intolerant  of  free 
thought  and  practice  and  would  be  even  less  so  than  they  are 
if  they  dared.  Patient  ohservatian  and  a  desire  to  know  more 
thoroughly  the  nature  of  the  remedial  ngents  they  employ  and 
their  cfTects  on  the  organism,  and  a  more  conscientious  appreci- 
ation of  couEequences,  are  gradually  taking  the  place  of  the 
combative  instincts,  and  diseasea  as  well  as  differences  of  opin- 
ion are  more  respectfully  trentecF.  A  must  hopeful  feature,  to 
my  mind,  is  the  consciousness,  now  widely  felt  among  medical 
men,  of  their  knowing  little  about  the  physiological  action  of 
drugs,  and  of  the  necessity  of  such  knowledge  before  they  can 
lie  used  scientifically  or  conscientiously  in  the  treatment  of  dis- 
ease. Our  first  position,  therefore,^ the  necessity  of  proving 
a  medicine  on  the  healthy  body  to  get  at  its  physiological  action 
as  a  l>asis  for  use  in  disease,  —  is  conceded.  This  is  the  thin  end 
of  the  wedge,  and  all  the  rest  must  necessarily  follow.  An 
accurate  knowledge  of  the  action  of  drugs,  including  their  two- 
fold and  opposite  actions,  —  theantipraxisof  Dr.  Sharp,  — mnst 
inevitably  lead  to  the  acknowledgment  of  similarity  between 
the  symptoms  produced  by  the  large  dose  of  the  medicine 
and  those  of  the  disease  as  the  principle  of  selection  ;  while  the 
aggravation  produced  by  its  use  in  a  large  dose  will  infallibly 
necessitate  a  diminution  of  the  dose  to  the  point  at  which  its 
curative  action  Ixtgins.  This  of  course  implies  the  reception  of 
the  small  dose  in  the  treatment  of  disease. 

At  present,  whenever  an  allopathic  writer  wants  us  against 
the  use  of  this  or  that  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  this  or  that 
disease,  in  consequence  of  its  producing  aggravations,  we  take 
it  as  an  indication  for  its  use  in  our  doses,  knowing  as  we  do  — 
what  he  does  not  yet  know  —  that  if  we  diminish  the  dose  to  a 
certiiia  extent,  we  get  curative  action. 

This  fact  has  been  taken  up  and  brought  prominently  for- 
ward by  our  esteemed  colleague.  Dr.  Sharp,  who  has  opened 
out  a  rich  vein  of  research  for  all  who  wish  to  be  useful  in  the 
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interesting  inTestigation  of  the  point  in  the  dose  of  each  drug 
frotn  which  its  opposite  actions  diverge.  This  change  of  action 
is,  of  course,  due  to  no  change  of  properties  in  themcilicine,  hut 
entirely  to  the  tone  of  tlie  nerves  acted  on.  A  medicine,  from 
a  miDimum  doj«e  iipwardsi  stimulates  and  causes  an  increased 
display  of  action  of  the  nerve-power  upwards,  up  to  a  cei-tain 
point ;  and  then,  gradually  or  stiddealy  (a  point  not  yet,  I  think, 
experimentally  inquired  into) ,  but  it  is  to  be  supposed  gradually, 
Ha  nature  rarely  does  anythingperAaf^um,  opposite  oficcts  are 
produced,  ending  in  paralysis  of  function.  Tne  range  of  each 
kind  of  action  will  vary,  witbiu  limits,  to  some  extent  in  each 
individual, largely  in  the  different  temperaments.  Idiosyncrasy, 
we  know,  as  in  the  case  of  Ipecac  or  Musk,  extends  the 
range  in  the  direction  of  a  minimum  very  largely.  In  the 
direction  of  the  maximum  dose  which  can  be  borne,  as  in  the 
case  of  alcohol,  there  are  also  considerable  differences.  The^e 
differences,  however,  will  never  affect  the  advantage  to  be 
derived  in  practice  from  a  knowledge  of  this  opposite  action. 
We  shall  always  be  able  to  find  a  medium  dose  on  either  side 
of  the  turning  point  which  will  suit  the  great  majority  of 
constilntions. 

Xow  s  very  important  question  arises.  The  preceding  obser- 
vations apply  to  nerves  in  a  healthy  state:  how  do  medicines 
act  on  them  when  in  a  diseased  state?  and  how  does  that  action 
stand  in  relation  to  the  hypothesis  of  the  selection  of  the 
remedy  on  the  homceopathic  principle  but  its  use  on  the  enan- 
tiopathic  principle?  Here  we  are  met  with  the  fact,  that  in 
order  to  cure  symptoms  similar  to  those  produced  by  the  small 
dose  of  the  remedy,  viz.,  those  of  stimulation,  we  dare  notgtve 
the  large  dose,  or  the  dose  which  produces  depression  of  func- 
tion tending  to  paralysis;  that  is,  we  dare  not  act  on  the 
enantiopatbic  principle.  Let  as  hear  what  that  industrious 
worker.  Dr.  Hale,  of  Chicago,  says  :  — 

"For  primary  symptoms,"  he  says,  "the  smallest  possible 
dose  is  best  indicated.  Who  would  dare  to  give  Nux  in  doaos 
of  the  crude  drug,  or  even  an  attenuation  below  the  3x,  in  cases 
of  uterine  spasm  depending  on  spinal  congestion?  Who  would 
select  appreciable  doses  oiNux  for  angina  pectoris,  curdialgia, 
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or  other  tetanoid  affections  of  the  viacerii?  What  dose  would 
he  safe  in  cereltro-apiiial  meningitis,  myelitis,  or  other  coufs^es- 
tive  or  inflammatory  affections  of  the  cord?  In  lookinp  over," 
he  goea  oq  to  say,  "the  reported  cases  of  cures  byiVwa:  Vomica, 
I  find  that  the  most  brilliant  cures  were  made  hy  the  high 
potencies,  when  they  were  primarily  indicated."* 

Now,  are  these  enaiitiopathic  cures?  Certainly  not.  They 
are  homoeopathic  cures ;  cures  made  by  a  medicine  selected  for 
its  bomoeopathicity,  and  administered  in  a  dose  acting  homo- 
opathically;  cures  made  by  medicines  acting  in  the  aame 
direction  as  the  morbific  agent.  In  the  cases  before  us,  the 
morbific  agent  stimulates  the  morbid  parts,  and  the  curative 
agent  also  stimulates  the  same  parts.  One  thing,  however,  is 
noteworthy :  the  stimulating  power  of  the  curative  agent  is 
much  inferior  in  degree  to  that  of  the  morbific.  If  it  were 
equal  to  it,  or  nearly  equal  to  it,  it  would  aggravate  and  inten- 
sify the  symptoms.  This  fact  it  was  which  led  Hahnemann  to 
reduce  bis  doses  below  the  aggravation  point ;  and  he  found 
the  diminution  might  be  carried  to  an  inconceivable  extent 
without  diminishing  the  extent  and  durability  of  the  curative 
results. 

How  to  explain  these  results  I  don't  know.  It's  like  damn- 
ing a  man  with  faint  praise  to  take  the  conceit  out  of  him. 
My  predecessor  in  this  chair,  in  hia  able  address,  adduced  the 
instance  of  the  curative  action  of  alcohol  in  relieving  fatigue,  as 
an  illustration  of  what  happens  in  the  cose  of  the  small  dose, 
homoeopathically  chosen.  "The  sphygmograph,"  he  says, 
"shows  that  the  small  dose  of  alcohol  has  power  to  restore 
arterial  tonicity  when  it  is  administered  to  a  patient  in  whom 
there  is  a  want  of  this  tonicity,  caused  by  fatigue."  The  case 
before  us  is  a  different  case.  Our  case  is  a  cuae  of  increased 
tonicity  amounting  to  disease,  relieved  by  a  smaller  dose  of  a 
similar  ageut  acting  in  the  same  direction.  It  is  not  a  case  of 
enantiopathic  action,  it  is  u  case  of  homoeopathic  action ;  and 
an  explnnation  drawn  from  the  opposite  aetinns  of  different 
doses  of  medicines  doos  nut  apply.     The  case,  however,  is  one 

■  ■'  Frlmarr  and  SecoDdarj  Symptoiua  of  Drugs  as  determining  tbe  Dose/ 
— JV.  A  J.  0/  Hem,  May,  1878,  p.  SS6. 
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of  real  occurrence,  and  can  be  reproduced  by  any  experimeiiler. 
I  do  not  think  we  need  wait  for  a  case  of  uatunil  disease  for 
our  experiment.  An  artificial  disease  can  at  any  time  be 
excited  by  small  but  appreciable  dosed  of  a  powerful  medicine, 
—  au  artificial  disease  presenting  the  stage  of  excitement;  and 
that  can  be  treated  by  a  sufficiently  small  dose  of  a  homoeopath- 
ically-selected  remedy  — a  plan,  l)y  the  way,  which  will  much 
increase  the  interest  and  utilize  the  value  of  our  provings. 
The  truth  of  the  homceopathic  law  can  thus  be  verified  in  a 
scientific  way.  We  shall  be  able  to  try  the  issue,  not  ou  the 
over<&hifting  field  of  natural  disease,  encumbered  as  it  is  by  a 
thousand  different  complications,  but  on  a  field  of  our  own 
choosing,  in  conditions  of  our  selection,  with  an  immensely 
greater  probability  of  ensuring  results.  Nay,  more  I  we  shall 
be  in  a  position  to  experiment  on  the  dose,  and  ao  to  put  it  on 
a  scientific  basis;  we  can  vary  it  to  any  degree  and  in  any 
■  mode,  and  ascertain  whatdose  and  what  time  or  mode  of  admin- 
istration produces  the  best  effects.  In  fine,  by  gaining  the 
power  to  reproduce  our  experiments,  we  shall  approach  —  at  a 
long  interval,  I  admit  —  the  advantageous  ground  Occupied  by 
tiie  chemists  and  the  natural  philosophers,  and  arrive  at,  at  any 
rate,  a  prophetic  foretaste  of  the  exactitude  of  their  results. 

I  now  proceed  to  the  dose  proper  for  the  cure  of  secondary 
states,  — states  similar  to  those  produced  by  large  or  excessive 
doses  of  a  drug.  I  quote  from  Dr.  Hale  again.  He  says, 
"  What  is  the  proper  dose  to  Imj  prescribed  for  secondary  con- 
ditions ?  "  The  history  of  the  treatment  of  paralysis  with  Nux 
and  Strychnia  is  the  liest  answer  to  this  question.  I  can  find 
no  record  of  cases  of  paralysis  cured  by  the  mi<]dlc  or  higher 
potencies  of  this  medicine.  The  fact  that  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  use  appreciable  doses  of  Strychnia  for  the  cure  of 
the  various  forms  of  paralysis  is  ample  proof  of  the  law  of 
dose  which  assumes  that  for  secondary  symptoms  appreciable 
quantities  must  be  prescribed.  A  spasm  of  the  sphincter  vesicee 
may  disappear  under  the  use  of  Nwx  ** ;  but  a  paralysis  of  the 
same  sphincter  will  require  at  least  the  3x  to  remove  it.  A  para- 
plegia from  congestion  of  the  cord  may  give  way  to  Strychnia 
",  but  a  paraplegia  from  ansemia  of  the  cord  will  require  the  lo 
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or  even  the  Ix.  This  class  of  cnses  may  come  under  the  enan- 
tiopulhic  law,  na  fur  113  regiirds  doso ;  for  I  suppose  it  will  be 
conceded  tliat  the  Ic  or  Ix  of  Strychnia  will  not  paralyze,  but 
will  excite.  Here,  therefore,  an  excitant  dose  is  given  to 
remove  an  opposite  state  of  puralyi'id,  and  the  case  is  brought 
under  the  category  of  the  ex-president's  illustration  from  the 
action  of  alcohol.  In  both  sets  of  cases,  however,  the  horaoe- 
opathicity  of  the  remedy  is  the  reason  of  its  being  given.  It 
will  produce  both  the  states  for  which  itis  given.  In  each  case 
it  is  ^ven  in  a  dose  far  below  that  which  is  sufficient  to  produce 
the  state  for  which  it  is  given,  as  if  it  were  necessary  to  go  up 
Btream  to  affect  the  waters  below.  In  the  first  case,  that  of 
excitement,  the  remedy  has  to  he  given  in  a  very  small  dose, 
far  beneath  that  which  is  capable  of  exciting  the  state  it  is 
meant  to  remove  ;  yet  it  seems  to  be  an  agent  in  the  direction 
of  producing  it,  and  we  are  left  at  a  loss  to  account  for  its  cur- 
ative action.  Kow,  we  really  know  very  little  about  the  mode 
in  which  nerve  action  is  propagated.  Wo  are  apt  to  suppose 
that  nn  action  of  excitement  is  like  the  course  of  a  smoothly 
flowing  str^m ;  it  may,  however,  be  an  action  of  oscillations 
aud  alternattons,  comprehcuding  opposite  states;  and  this  state 
of  things  may  be  quite  inconsistent  with  a  pei'sistent  state  of 
spasm  or  pain.  We  must  recollect,  also,  that  the  nerve  in 
question  is  in  a  state  of  disease,  of  excitement,  and  we  do  not 
know  what  alterations  of  action  the  smallest  stimulus  may  set 
up.  However  that  may  be,  the  fact  exists  and  is  demonstrable, 
that  an  exceedingly  small  dose,  quite  incapable  of  producing  an 
appreciable  effect  in  health,  is  capable  of  moderating  or  remov- 
ing morbid  excitement  which  a  larger  dose  of  the  same  medi- 
cine is  capable  of  setting  up.  I  shall  never  forget  a  case  of  this 
kind  which  occurred  to  me  many  years  ago. 

A  young  lady,  a  teacher  at  a  school,  while  walking  out  with 
the  scholars  on  a  cold,  frosty  day,  when  a  sh:irp,  northeast  wind 
was  blowing,  was  seized  with  sharp,  violent  pleuritic  stitches. 
I  found  her  in  bed;  a  hard  pulse  of  120;  iu  great  agony; 
every  breath  caused  acute  stabs ;  every  movement  was  acutely 
painful,  yet  she  was  so  restless  she  couldn't  keep  quiet.  One 
dose  of  A<xinit^  was  the  only  medicine  I  gave  her.      In  a 
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short  time  after  taking  it — five  minutes,  she  said  —  a  roost 
violent  perspiration  broke  out,  the  cxceseiveneBB  of  which  she 
wanted  ierm^  to  describe,  and  all  her  pains  left  bev.  The  next 
nioruing  I  found  her  fiee  of  pain  and  fever,  but  weak. 

The  second  case,  where  the  cure  is  apparently  ennatinpnthic, 
may  not  realty  be  so.  The  fuct  is,  though  we  know  that  the 
action  in  the  dose  given  would  produce  an  opposite  action  in 
heidth,  we  don't  know  what  it  actually  does  in  disease,  more 
than  to  diminish  or  remove  the  actually  existing  state  of  tor- 
pidity. In  general  this  is  done  gradually,  and  takes  say  weeks 
or  months,  and  repeated  doses ;  so  that  the  result  looks  more 
like  the  effect  of  a  alow  process  of  nutrition  than  of  n  change  of 
action,  as  is  the  case,  I  believe,  in  galvanic  cures. 

But  little  seems  to  be  known  about  the  way  in  whi(.'h  the 
nervous  activity  is  produced  or  regulated.  Some  physiologists 
attribute  it  to  chemical  action,  somewhat  in  the  way  that  a 
train  of  gunpowder  is  fired.  One  is  tempted  to  speculate  on 
the  quantity  of  combustibles  that  Cnptain  Webb  must  have  had 
in  bis  body  when  he  swam  across  the  Channel ;  but  the  whole- 
some reflection  that  one  knows  nothing  about  the  matter  makes 
one  feel  that  ridicule  is  out  of  place.  We  of  all  men  know  that 
the  reductio  ad  absurdum,  as  used  against  ourselves,  has  been 
much  oftener  the  mirror  in  which  the  ignorance  of  our  assail- 
ants bus  been  i-evealed  than  the  roagnilying  glass  which  made 
manifest  the  niiuuteness  of  their  knowledge.  The  theory  of 
molecular  movement  in  consentaneous  arrangement,  as  soft 
iron  takes  on  magnetic  action  when  subjected  to  a  galvanic  cur- 
rent, is  yet  unproven,  and  does  not  seem  to  help  us  much  in 
our  speculations  on  curative  action. 

There  is  a  class  of  cases  in  which,  apparently,  we  do  not  have 
to  do  with  opposite  effects ;  I  mean,  where  the  sympatlietic 
system  of  uervea  is  affected.  Here  we  meet  with  every  variety 
of  symptom,  both  in  kind  and  degree,  so  that  the  scene 
reminds  us,  aa  regards  its  variety,  more  of  the  solar  bpectrum 
or  the  chromatic  scale  or  the  movements  of  a  spidei'd  web 
than  of  the  simple  antagonisms  of  the  spinal  nerves. 

In  such  a  state  of  things,  opposition  is  lost  in  variety,  and 
the  negation  of  a  positive  symptom  is  to  be  found  in  a  state  of 
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health,  aod  not,  apparently,  in  an  opposite  state  of  disease.  I 
do  not  wonder  that  our  valued  colleague,  nulli  similis  aut  se- 
cundum. Dr.  DuJgQon,  should  be  at  n  loss  to  find  iia  opposite  to 
wiiterbrash.  He  id  as  acute  as  any  of  us  in  finding  opposites — 
witness  his  most  felicitous  and  delioioua  illustration  of  feline 
opposition ;  but  it  la  clear  that,  with  his  usual  sagacity,  be 
Bees  that  there  is  mure  in  a  homoeopathic  cure  th:in  is  dreamt  of 
iu  the  doctrine  of  opposites  merely. 

Still  it  is  poasihie  that  behind  this  scene  of  apparently  infi- 
nite variety  and  complexity,  there  may  be  a  set,  I  do  not  say  of 
wire-pullers,  but  of  wires  pulled,  whose  states  may  range 
between  extremes  through  the  finest  gradations,  expanding  as 
they  affect  nutrition,  secretion,  motion,  or  sensation,  into  the 
endless  variety  of  phenomena  we  have  to  observe.  This  would 
be  a  beautiful  instance,  among  the  multitude  of  others  by  which 
we  are  surrounded,  of  simplicity  arising  out  of  complexity,  of 
general  laws  evolved  from  particular  instances,  of  radii  pointing 
from  immeasurable  circumferences  to  narntwer  circles  and 
through  them  to  the  great  Centre  of  all,  who  merely  coude- 
ecends  to  space  to  evolve  order,  the  origin  of  all  law,  being 
himself  eternal  and  essential  harmony.  Microscopic  anatomy 
and  careful,  systematic  experimentation  will  some  day  do 
much  to  unravel  for  us  these  mysteries.  Dr.  Drysdale'a 
learned  and  laborious  work  has  done  much  for  us  in  collectiug 
what  has  been  ascertained  and  is  known  on  this  recondite 
subject,  to  say  nothing  of  the  value  which  the  work  derives 
from  bis  logical  and  judicious  treatment  of  the  subject.  Nerve- 
cells,  disposed  over  the  system  in  immense  numbers,  seem  fitted 
to  be  impressed,  each  in  its  way,  by  every  possible  variety  and 
mode  of  impression.  Innumerable  neiTons  fibrillte,  invisible  to 
the  naked  eye;  seemingly  inextricably  interwoven,  but  never 
confounded ;  apparently  without  beginning  and  without  end,  but 
looping  themselves  as  they  lie  applied  to  the  manifold  organs 
they  influence,  sometimes  in  spirals,  sometimes  in  plexuses,  and 
what  not,  combine  and  regulate,  if  they  do  not  produce  all  the 
complex  operations  of  the  organism.  How  they  do  thia,  who 
can  tell?  Whether  they  form  a  circuit  or  circulation,  or  both, 
is  yet  uukuown.      Dr.  Drysditle,  with  mticb  to  support  his 
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views,  "ia  compelled  to  conclude  the  force  must  be  a  distinct 
force,  not  like  heat,  light,  or  sound,  but  a  current  fore*!'  analo- 
gous to  electricity,  galvanism,  or  raagnctisni,  but  distinct  from 
these,"  which  he  aptly  and  prudently  terms  "  vis  nervoaa." 
Swedenborg  saw,  underlying  these  pheuomena,  a  circulation 
analogous  to  that  of  the  blood,  indeed  a  fluid  prepared  by  it, 
and  its  very  essence  and  continuation,  a  virculution  corre- 
spouding  to  it  in  a  higher  series.  Should  this  view  ultimately 
be  adopted,  there  ia  nothing  in  it  to  preclude  the  possibility  of 
the  analogy  to  the  galraniu  circuit  which  Dr.  Drysdale  thinks 
likely.  The  fluid  may  bo  endowed  with  qualities  analogous  to 
thoje  of  the  galvanic  fluid,  and  act  by  induction  on  muscular 
flbres  and  otherwise.  What  a  noble  field  of  inquiry  lies  before 
IIS  I  Not  a  single  fibril  of  this  inarvelloua  web  but  can  be 
touched  by  some  medicinal  agent  in  a  t<uitabl6  dose,  and  its 
action  revealed  by  the  symptoms  excited.  Microscopical  anat- 
omy will  go  hand  in  hand  with  microscopical  physiology,  and 
pathological  disturbance  render  manifest  to  our  consciousness 
what  is  continually  going  on  unt'elt  and  unperceived,  itself 
aS'ordiug  a  new  application  of  an  tnstrnment  of  immense  power. 
I  mean  medicinal  action  scientifically  used.  Even  to  thi:j  power 
a  knowledge  of  the  homoeopathic  law  will  greatly  add,  by  giv- 
ing us  the  means  of  controlling  or  checking  the  phenomena. 

There  is  a  question  I  will  brivfly  touch  upon,  to  show  that  it 
has  not  escaped  my  notice.  I  mean  the  dysciasias,  consisting, 
as  they  seem  to  do,  in  an  abnoimal  chemical  composition  of 
the  fluids.  Prodnced  as  these  often  are  by  improper  diet,  it  is 
rational,  I  think,  to  exclude  such  as  come  under  thitt  category 
from  the  domain  of  medicinal  agency,  and  to  ti-eat  them  with 
reference  to  their  cause,  I  mean,  dietetically.  I  am  aware  of 
Iho  complexity  of  the  subject,  and  the  various  causes  to  which 
tliese  Btatea  may  be  referred;  but  I  think  it  right  lo  notice 
cases  which  fall  without  t^ie  limits  of  the  homceopathic  law, 
though  they  belong  to  a  class  which  includes  others,  upon 
which  that  law  may  be  brought  to  bear. 

Now,  gentlemen,  a  curious  subject  of  speculation  arises. 
How  is  it  that  a  mode  of  procedure  in  medicine,  such  as  ours, 
should  have  drawn  upon  itself  the  repudiation,  even  the  anath- 
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earn,  of  men  of  liberul  education,  who  profess  to  be  in  search 
of  the  best  tmide  of  healing  diseuea?  A  aysteoi  eucb  as  ouni, 
foiimlcil  on  u  larger  induction  from  facts  thui)  aiiy  thitt  has  been 
ninde  iti  the  whole  history  of  mt'diciiie  ;  put  forth  in  no  iiurti- 
Biin  spirit  (though  it  is  true  that  some  of  our  number  hud  ha- 
tnoeopathy  ou  the  brain  during  the  earlier  yeiirs  of  its  existence)  ; 
bolstered  up  by  no  attempts  to  conceal  weak  points,  but  honest 
and  straightforward.  What  is  it  that  has  mnde  the  great  bulb 
of  the  profession  —  honest,  plain  men,  meu  certainly  not  of  deep 
thought,  but  good  common  sense,  practical  men  — aet  us  down 
as  either  fools  or  knaves  ? 

I  do  not  deny  that  the  idea  of  a  law  of  healing  which  should 
be  of  nniversai  application  is  prima  facie  improbable.  The 
fact  of  a  complex  orgunism,  liable  to  derangement  in  an  infini- 
tude of  modes  by  au  iudnity  of  agents  I  la  it  possible  that  this 
vai  iety  of  disorder  can  be  rectified  in  one  and  the  same  wity  ? 
This  question  can  easily  be  answered,  but  I  am  putting  it  as 
it  would  appear  to  superficial  thinkers.  To  those  who  don't 
think  —  ihat  is,  to  the  great  bulk  of  the  profession  —  it  would 
present  no  difficulty.  The  medical  world  has  never  been 
remarkable  for  its  repudiation  of  sweeping  generalities  founded 
on  insufficient  data.  Humomlism,  solidism,  vitalism,  the 
speculations  of  Brown,  Cullen,  and  Broussais  are  the  must 
familiar,  but  by  no  means  the  only  instances  of  the  truth  of 
this  assertion.  When,  at  the  very  time  that  Hcimceopathy  was 
beginning  to  assert  itd  claims,  a  man  of  celebrity.  Dr.  Ann- 
strong,  was  crying  out,  "The  lancet  is  Ihe  right  hand  of  modi- 
cine  and  calomel  is  its  left,"  and  was  being  applauded  to  the 
echo  by  a  very  large  portion  of  the  medical  world,  wo  may  be 
sure  that  hasty  generalization  was  not  the  ground  on  which  the 
claims  of  our  system  were  so  discourteously  rejected.  Its  want 
of  plausibility  it  was  that  damned  it.  If  a  new  theory  accords 
with  the  prevailing  notions  of  the  tjme,  it  has  every  chance  of 
being  accepted  with  open  arms.  But  antagoni^im  or  antipathy, 
narcotism  and  cnuntcr-irritation  were  the  i-cceived  modes  of 
treating  disease  ;  Homoeopathy,  however,  was  the  expression  of 
a  fact,  especially  as  explained  at  the  time,  utterly  irreconcila- 
ble with  those  notions.    That  like  should  cure  like ;  that  medi- 
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oiiies  actiog  ib  the  snme  direction  as  the  disease  and  on  tbn 
same  parts,  shuiild  arrest  disease,  was  Beelzebub  casting  out 
devils  —  and  just  as  likely  ;  but  to  crown  the  whole,  the  doc- 
trine of  infiuitesimals  shocked  at  once  the  experience  which 
men  thought  they  bad  of  the  immunity  of  the  body  from  the 
minute  noxious  influences  which  surround  uS)  and  their  ideas 
of  the  very  poBsibilities  of  action.  Such  a  monstrous  absurdity 
seemed  to  render  exaggeration  impossible,  and  every  statement 
fur  which  put  the  absurdity  in  the  strongest  light.  Thus  to 
give  to  "  Airy  nothings  a  local  habitation  and  a  name,"  and  to 
pretend  to  cure  disease  with  them,  was  a  moda  of  statement 
which  satisfied  every  one  who  didn't  care  about  truth,  and  gave 
to  every  witliug  the  means  of  laughing  to  scorn  the  greatest 
discovery,  perhaps,  in  (he  annala  of  medicine.  The  mirror 
-was  held  up  to  the  public,  to  be  sure ;  but  it  was  the  mirror  of 
the  intellectual  state  of  the  men  who  held  it,  not  of  the  facta  of 
the  case ;  and  thus,  as  Pope  once  said  on  a  similar  occasion, 
according  to  my  fiiend,  Mr.  Proctor, — 

"Did  coxcombs  vanqubh  Berkeley  with  a  grin." 

Since  th^  time,  however,  the  prism  in  spectroscopic  arrange- 
ment has  demonstrated  the  inconceivable  minuteness  of  matter ; 
and  physiological  research,  aided  by  the  microscope,  has  re- 
vealed the  fact  that  animal  organisms  are  composed  of  an  infiu- 
itude  of  most  complex  molecules,  in  a  constant  state  of  change, 
so  that  the  fonn  i^  the  only  thing  that  appears  to  remain  6xed, 
but  the  substande  is  in  constant  flux.  As  the  rainbow  that  in  the 
sunshine  constantly  spans  the  waterfall,  apparently  unchanged, 
while  the  particles  that  are  the  material  element  of  its  existence 
are  tu  a  constant  state  of  flux,  thus  the  scoru  of  yesterday 
bids  fair  to  become  the  glory  of  to-day,  —  at  any  rate,  of  to- 
morrow ;  and  the  doctrine  of  iofiniteaimals,  which  a  generation 
ago  could  not  be  conceived  as  possible  —  a  doctrine  which  that 
generation  could  not  bear,  on  account  of  the  limited  extent  of 
their  information  —  is  likely  in  the  next  generation  to  become  a 
necessity  of  belief,  the  only  doctrine  that  will  square  with  the 
then  present  state  of  knowledge. 

Thia  delay  in  progi-ess  would  not  have  occurred  had  men 
VOL.  XI.    MO.  xn.  M  , 
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acted  on  scientific  principles  And  tested  experimentally  the 
state  of  the  case.  Whenever,  like  an  emperor  of  Germany 
who  was  "super  grammaticam"  in  virtue  of  his  kingship,  they 
venture  to  Judge  the  possible  by  the  limits  of  their  knowledge, 
they  [flay  fanfcistic  tricks  before  high  heaven,  and  excite  in  more 
enlightened  intelligences  pity  or  ridicule,  according  to  the 
movnl  state  of  the  beholders,  and  merely  fret  their  hour  on  the 
stage,  instead  of  having  taken  their  place  in  the  jeal  business  of 
life. 

Theleason  has  its  value:  there  are  other  things  ichick  are 
quite  as  impvobahle  as  small  doses,  quite  as  much  pppo»ed  to 
prevailing  ideas,  —  things  which  a  rational  arid  modeat  man  will 
carefully  teat  be/ore  he  denounces. 

I  have  alluded  before,  in  speaking  of  the  reaction  id  the 
medical  world  which  is  taking  place,  to  the  endeavor  to  test 
the  action  of  drugs  on  animal  oi^anisms.  I  regret,  however, 
that  animals  are  preferred  for  these  experiments  to  the  boman 
organism.  Results  thus  obtained  must  frequently  mislead. 
Hahnemann,  speaking  just  eighty  years  ago  of  such  ezplri- 
ments,  says,  "  How  greatly  do  their  bodies  differ  from  oura4 
A  pig  can  swallow  a  large  quantity  of  ^ttx  Vomica  without 
injury,  and  yet  men  have  been  killed  with  fifteen  grains.  A 
dog  bore  an  ounce  of  the  fresh  leaves,  flowers,  and  seeds  of 
monkshood:  what  man  would  not  have  died  of  such  a  dose? 
Horses  eat  it,  when  dried,  without  injury.  Tew  leaves,  though 
60  fatal  to  men,  fatten  some  of  our  domestic  animals."*  And 
after  other  examples,  ho  adds,  "This  much  at  'least  is  certain, 
that  the  fine  internal  changes  and  sensations  which  a  man  can 
express  by  words  must  be  totally  wanting  in  tho  lower  ani- 
mals. In  order  to  try  if  a  substance  can  develop  very  violent 
or  dangerous  effects,  this  may  in  general  be  readily  ascertained 
by  experiments  on  several  animals  at  once ;  as  likewise  any 
general  manifest  action  on  the  motions  of  the  limbs,  variations 
of  temperature,  evacuations  upwards  and  downwards  and  the 
like,  but  never  anything  connected  or  decisive  that  may  influ- 

■  I  have  reason  to  doabt  the  accarncy  of  some  or  tbese  Btatements,  bnt 
believe,  however,  tbat  experiroeDts  on  animals  are  not  sah  guides  Id  then- 
peallca. 
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ence  our  concIusioDs  with  regard  to  the  proper  curatire  vir- 
tues of  the  agent  od  the  human  subject.  For  this  such  experi- 
meuts  are  too  obscure,  too  rude,  and  if  I  may  be  allowed  the 
expreesion,  too  awkward."  Had  HahnemaoD  read  the  report 
of  the  committee  of  the  British  Medical  Association,  published 
in  the  British  Medical  Journal  lust  year,  I  thiak  he 
would  hardly  have  asked  permission  to  use  the  term  "  awk- 
ward." All  the  powers  of  his  sarcastic  wit  would  have 
been  exercised  to  show  the  folly  of  expecting  normal  results 
from  proceedings  so  abnormal,  in  a  sphere  oo  different. 
Kesearcb  cannot,  however,  long  remain  in  this  uncertain  state. 
There  ia  too  much  industry  and  too  much  ingenuity  at  work  to 
be  long  satisfied  with  fruitless  labor.  One  has  only  to  cast  his 
eyes  over  the  Handbook  of  the  Physiological  Laboratory,  pre- 
pared by  Messrs.  Klein,  Burdon  Sanderson,  Bruntou,  and  Fos- 
ter, to  have  evidence  of  the  minuteness  of  research  and  of  the 
wealth  of  instrumental  ingenuity  which  is  being  applied  by 
these  sappers  and  miners  of  the  army  of  progress  in  the  inves- 
tigation of  the  phenomena  of  life.  Among  these  self-denying 
workers  I  must  not  omit  the  name  of  Gamgee,  who  would 
rather  pass  a  night  in  bis  laboratory  than  spoil  an  observation 
or  lose  an  idea.  Such  industry  and  such  ingenuity  must  ulti- 
mately be  applied  to  drug-disease,  and  we  shall  have  provinga 
marked  by  an  exactitude  in  observation,  a  minuteness  of  detail, 
and  a  precision  in  characterization  and  definition,  of  which  we 
have  all  sorely  felt  the  need  in  the  selection  of  our  remedies. 
Every  advance  in  experimental  accuracy,  every  discovery  in 
science  must  work  in  our  favor ;  for  we  stand  on  the  solid 
rock  of  fact,  on  a  law  of  nature,  empirical,  if  you  like,  but 
founded  oo  a  larger  induction  from  facts  than  any  in  the  realm 
of  therapeutics.  Such  a  law  may  be  explained  by  further  scien- 
tific investigations,  that  is,  resolved  into  a  larger  law,  including 
it,  but  can  never  be  shaken,  and  must  at  last  be  universally 
accepted.  In  the  mean  time  we  can  bear  with  the  lets  and  hin- 
drances to  our  course  which  we  experience ;  with  the  loss  of  the 
countenance  of  men  who  stand  high  in  public  opinion,  but  who 
dare  not  meet  us  for  fear  of  losing  that  eminence ;  with  the 
weakness  of  noble  men,  who  would  be  nobler  if  they  were  less 
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timid,  and  didn't  care  so  much  about  hornets'  neats;  with  the 
misrepreseiitutiona  in  the  journala  of  the  profession,  which  we 
are  not  allowed  an  opportunity  to  contradict  or  to  rectify  ;  with 
exclusion  from  access  to  tiie  general  medical  public  by  our  pub- 
lications, unleas  we  will  sink  the  mention  of  Homceopathy 
altogether ;  and  lastly,  with  exclusion  from  the  public  offices  of 
honor  and  emolument,  and  the  high  places  of  the  profession. 
All  this  IS  but  the  outward  show  and  seeming  of  a  monster,  — 
**  MoDStrum,  borrendam,  iaforine,  ingens,  cui  lamen  ademptum,"  — 

whose  vitality  is  at  a  very  low  ebb,  and  who  begins  to  be 
ashamed  of  his  existence;  but  beside  bim'we  see  advancing 
toward  us  a  charming  young  creature,  enlightened  by  our  prin- 
ciples, animated  by  our  feelings,  and  so  like  us  that  we  would 
fain  claim  her  as  a  daughter;  but  strange  to  say,  she  doesn't 
know  her  own  mother,  though  I  would  fain  hope  that  her  blushes 
indicate  a  consciousness  that  she  is  ashamed  of  the  disclaimer. 
To  have  called  such  a  rare  creature  into  existence  is  enough  for 
us  ;  and  we  are  content  to  await  the  comiog  of  ripe  reason  for 
the  disappearance  of  some  foolish,  but  not,  everything  consid- 
ered, unnatural  feelings'. 

To  drop  the  language  of  metaphor,  it  is  a  matter  of  notoriety 
that  the  literature  of  the  profession  has  for  some  years  been 
largely  hnbued  with  our  principles  and  its  practice  enriched 
with  our  medicines ;  and  that  these  acquisitions  havo  been 
treated  as  treasure-trove,  —  that  is,  as  treasures,  the  owners  of 
which  cannot  be  found,  though  they  are  well  koown.  It  is 
known  as  a  fact  that  if  one  of  our  members,  of  average  abil- 
ities, should  disown  our  name,  repudiate  our  language  but  not 
our  principles,  and  leave  our  ranks,  he  will  be  received  with 
acclamation ;  should  be  write  a  book,  rich  in  the  spoils  of  our 
literature,  it  will  be  honored  and  reviewed  with  praise,  and  its 
writer  be  exalted  to  the  lecturer's  chair,  to  teach  the  very 
truths,  with  some  change  of  language,  which  we  for  nearly  half 
a  century  have  been  outlawed  for  proclaiming.  Valuables 
appropriated  without  acknowledgment  are,  however,  dangerous 
property ;  they  breed  disunion  in  the  camp ;  and  our  hard- 
headed  brethren  of  the  north  are  already  beginning  to  cry  out 
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that  they  know  wbere  the  spoons  csme  from,  though  tiie  creats 
hare  been  efiuced.  There  are  occasions  whea  boueat  meu  come 
by  their  owd.  But,  gentlemen,  it  is  not  the  appropriation  I 
grudge ;  I  deplore  that  want  of  a  free  and  generotia  and  candid 
and  just  spirit  which  is  manifest  in  men  who  still  ostracize  those 
through  whom  thoy  are  enriched.  Most  welcome  are  they  to 
all  truths  that  can  enlighten  humanity ;  most  welcome  are  they 
to  every  medicine  which  can  alleviate  suffering;  above  all  and 
peculiarly,  most  welcome  are  they  to  all  men  who  think  they 
can  best  serve  truth  tncocfnito.  For  ourselves,  let  ours  bo  the 
spirit  of  the  noble  Paul:  "They  put  us  in:  nay,  verily,  let 
them  come  aud  fetch  us  out."  We  wait  the  time  when  a  more 
enlightened  generation  will  honor  the  memory  of  those  whom 
their  fathers  denounced.  We  wait  the  hour  when  the  Hahne- 
manuian  oration  shall  take  its  place  beside  the  Harveian,  and  be 
pronounced  by  the  same  man  from  the  same  chair,  with  equal 
or  superior  honors.     We  shall  be  there  in  spirit,  if  not  in  body. 


THE  REFLEX  INFLUENCE  OF  PARTIAL  PHIMOSIS, 
ADHERENT  PREPaCE,  ETC..  UPON  THE  NERVOUS 
SYSTEM  AND  GENERAL  HEALTH. 

BT  B.  H.  CHENBT,  M.  D.,  NBW  HATEK,  CONN. 

In  the  spring  of  1875,  a  little  boy  four  years  of  age,  was 
brought  to  me  for  relief  of  an  irritable  condition  of  the  prepuce, 
to  which,  it  was  stated,  he  was  subject,  and  which  caused  him 
much  pain  in  urinating.  On  examination  the  prepuce  was 
found  swollen  and  inflamed,  especially  about  Its  edges.  The 
cause  of  this  condition  was  also  apparent  in  the  existence  of  a 
partial  phimosis,  some  drops  of  the  urine  being  more  or  less 
constantly  retained  in  the  pouch  thus  formed,  and  acting  as  a 
constant  source  of  irritation. 

The  grandmother  of  the  child  went  on  to  say  that  his  general 
health  had  never  been  good  ;  that  he  was  subject  from  infancy 
to  sudden  starting  and  screaming  in  sleep,  disinclined  to  play 
like  other  children,  and  was,  in  short,  exceedingly  and  unac- 
countably "  nervons."    Upon  my  inquiring  if  the  attacks  of 
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screaming  and  crying  in  the  night  did  not  cease  aa  bood  as  he 
had  passed  urine,  she  replied  tliat  tlicy  uniformly  did,  but 
neither  the  family  nor  the  physicians  consulted  bad  put  any 
connection  between  this  and  the  attacks.  She  further  stated 
that  he  usually  had  to  wait  some  time  before  succeeding  in  an 
attempt  to  pass  water,  and  that  he  was  quite  subject  to  pria- 
pism.    His  appearance  was  pale,  aneemic,  [ihrinking. 

In  a  conversation  which  I  had  the  previous  year  with  Dr. 
Lewis  A.  Sayre,  of  New  York,  he  had  explained  to  me  bis 
views  regarding  the  frequent  occurrence  of  infantile  paralysis, 
and  other  conditions,  from  reflex  irritation  caused  by  partial 
phimosis,  adherent  prepuce,  etc.  In  passing,  I  maybe  allovred 
to  say  that  thia  subject  well  deserves  the  careful  attention,  not 
only  of  surgeons,  but  of  physicians  also,  and  a  perusal  of  Dr. 
Sayre's  practical  little  pamphlet  would  save  much  trouble, 
anxiety,  and  fruitless  medication. 

It  was  evident  to  my  mind  that  this  little  patient's  nervous 
system  and  morale  were  suffering  from  a  constant  reflex  irrita- 
tion caused  by  his  physical  condition,  and  that  the  sedatives, 
worm  medicines,  etc.,  which  he  had  taken  from  hia  birth  up, 
were  as  uncalled  for  as  they  had  proved  useless,  I  accordingly 
explained  to  the  grandmother,  that,  in  my  judgment,  an  opera- 
tion would  not  only  relieve  him  of  the  local  irritation,  but  also 
of  bis  nervous  attacks,  and  improve  bis  general  health. 

The  operation  of  cironmciaion  was  performed  with  a  bistoury 
and  the  fenestrated  forceps,  and  the  prepuce  over  the  glans  slit 
also  with  scissors.  The  prepuce  was  lound  to  be  adherent, 
and  was  separated  from  the  glans  with  the  thumb  and  finger, 
and  the  glans  thus  freed  and  bared  back  to  the  cervix.  The 
penis  was  then  wrapped  in  a  piece  of  lint  spread  with  cold 
cream,  and  the  wound  dressed  daily  until  healed. 

The  result  of  the  operation  fully  justified  all  that  had  been 
expected  of  it.  The  urine  was  passed  freely  and  with  no 
impediment  or  waiting  from  the  very  day  of  the  operation,  and 
within  a  few  weeks  the  little  fellow  entered  upon  the  manufac- 
ture of  mud-pies  and  similar  pursuits  with  an  energy  that  soon 
showed  its  results  in  a  ruddy  complexion  and  a  vigorous 
physique. 
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ARSENICAL  POISONING. 

BY  B.  W.  BEBKIDOK,  H.  D. 

Some  years  ago,  Dr.  Eeetevcn,  an  allopath,  wrote  in  the 
Medical  Journal  on  the  subject  of  arsenic-eating;  be  also 
entered  into  correspondence  with  several  medical  men  on  the 
subject.  The  followiog  are  extracts  from  their  letters,  which 
Dr.  Eesteveo  kindly  allowed  me  to  examine. 

(1.)  Ji'rom  Dr.  2feman.  The  arsenic-eaters  of  Styria  say 
that  they  only  use  Arsenic  during  the  increase  of  the  moon, 
i.  e.,  eight  days  out  of  twenty-eight ;  that  if  a  certain  doso  is 
exceeded,  very  dangerous  symptoms  and  even  death  ensue ; 
and  that  they  always  give  it  np  monthly  during  the  moon's  wane. 
From  the  account  I  deemed  tiiat  it  produced  cedema  of  the  face 
and  slight  conjunctivitis,  and  (in  horses)  looseness  of  the 
laiger  hairs,  and  that  the  symptoms  described  by  Johnson  as 
being  produced  by  the  poison  being  left  off  were  actually  pro- 
duced by  the  poison  having  been  already  taken  in  excess. 

(2.)  I'rom  Dr.  Saifour.  Arsenic  when  applied  externally 
causes  exfoliation  of  the  onter  scarf-skin,  often  leaving  liebind  a 
tenderness  to  touch  of  the  part  so  treated,  which  may  pass  on  to 
those  eruptions  and  ulcerations  of  which  Yicat  and  Knape  give 
instances.  The  one  speaks  of  a  carpenter  who  got  a  violent 
infiammatt(Hi  of  the  scalp,  with  excruciating  pain  and  a  papular 
eruption  from  the  application  of  Arsenic  to  the  head ;  the  other 
mentions  a  bride  and  her  maidens,  who  used  Artenic  instead  of 
hair-powder,  and  got  a  violent  inflammation,  with  deep  ulcera- 
tion of  the  scalp,  from  which  they  took  long  to  recover. 

See  also  Sohleser,  in  Oesundhett  der  Bergleute, 

(3.)  From  Mr.  Harris.  I  have  seen  eruptions  about  the 
mouth,  nose,  and  genitals  of  two  or  three  persons  from  working 
in  the  tin  and  arsenic  works  near  Redruth. 

(4.)  From  Mr.  Barham.  In  cattle  which  died  from  eat- 
ing Arsenic,  inflammation  and  ulceration  of  the  mucous  sur- 
faces and  abscess  of  the  liver  seemed  to  be  the  most  frequent 
lesions. 

(5.)     From  Mr.  Moyle.    Occasionally  boys  who  remove  the 
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impure  Arsenic  from  the  flaes  of  tlie  calcining  houses  have  a 
very  severe  eruption  on  the  scrotum,  and  if  their  shoes  are  low 
or  bad,  between  the  toes. 

(6).  from  Mr.  Jajo,  A  man  over  fifty  years  of  ago  was 
employed  in  the  arsenic  works.  He  had  pains  iu  sotes  which 
almost  prevented  him  from  walking.  He  had  an  ernpticm  chiefly 
affecting  the  scrotum  ;  it  was  a  mixture  of  scab  and  mealy  skio. 
Some  excoriations  with  atteodaot  ulcerations  over  considerable 
parts  of  glans  penis  and  prepuce.  (It  is  more  than  twenty 
years  since  ho  had  venereal  disease.)  He  says  that  every  man 
who  labors  in  the  arsenic  factories  is  subject  to  a  complaint  of 
the  skin.  It  comes  out  in  pimples,  which  he  compares  to 
small-pox ;  that  these  run  together  and  form  thick  scabs ;  that 
the  scrotum  is  sure  to  be  affected  severely ;  that  the  hollow  be- 
tween the  chin  and  under  lip  is  a  &vorite  spot  for  the  eruption, 
also  in  the  angles  between  the  nose  and  cheek,  and  along  by 
where  the  hat  fits  the  brow ;  in  a  word,  in  every  crevice  where 
the  Arsenic  is  likely  to  accumulate.  The  perspiration  will 
gather  in  these  regions  too.  Sometimes  parts  of  the  skiu  bo- 
come  exceedingly  itchy  and  inflamed.  They  are  liable  too  to 
shortness  of  breath  and  cough.  Unless  they  plugged  their  nos- 
trils, the  nostrils  would  smait  and  unbearable  sneezing  be 
produced.  Mr.  P.,  surgeon  to  the  Union,  says  that  in  every 
case  that  he  has  witnessed  there  has  be^u  a  pustular  eruption, 
chiefly  about  the  under  lip.  The  pustules  coalesce  into  a  scab, 
which  becomes  on  its  disappearance  a  very  rough,  fiirfuraceons 
skill.  The  pustules  had  not  a  depressed  centre,  but  he  always 
noticed  a  general  resemblauce  to  variola.  He  regards  it  as  u 
constitutionally  and  not  locally  produced  eruption.  In  some 
cases  there  is  great  bodily  debility,  emaciation,  profuse  sweat- 
ing on  the  least  exertion,  while  the  urine  has  been  scanty.  A 
remarkable  dyspncea,  and  such  a  violent  palpitation  of  heart  as 
to  be  audible  to  a  bystander.  Tongue  was  always  furred 
white,  with  inflamed  papillce,  especially  at  edges,  and  the  mar- 
gin of  the  gums  looks  red.  In  the  worst  cases  everything  is 
vomited  as  soon  as  swallowed.  There  is  always  pain  in  stom- 
aoh-pit  in  the  earlier  stages. 
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ERBATA  m   FEETinCS  PAPEBS. 

Vol.  9,  p.  293,  lioe  16  from  bottom,  for  genitals  read  br(ma, 
"  p.  402,  line  15,  from  bottom,  for  12  read  24. 
10,  p.  167.  tioe  6,  for  8  read  6. 


CHEUOSIS  AND  GUAIL£A. 

BT  A.  CLAUDS,  M.D.,  PAK18,  VKANCE. 

Cabb  I.  —  I  ^re  the  notes  of  this  case  to  Dr.  John  C.  Minor, 
of  New  York,  to  be  published  in  a  puper  of  that  city.  I  doni 
know  what  became  of  that  report,  thougli  I  think  it  was  not 
published,  so  I  can  only  give  here  the  information  from 
memory. 

A  young  man,  seventeen  or  eighteen  year&«f  age,  consulted 
me  in  '73  in  New  York,  for  a  chemosis  of  the  right  eye  (I 
believe).  The  eyelids  were  tumefied  and  the  conjiinctira  wns 
swollen,  red,  and  so  thick  that  we  could  scarcely  see  the  pupil, 
and  the  affection  was  a  few  days  old,  and  there  was,  if  I  remem- 
ber right,  an  excessive  photophobia.  The  diagnosis  and  the 
etiology  were  easy,  since  the  young  man,  having  an  acute  gon- 
orrhcea,  had  inoculated  it  in  his  oye.  I  prescribed  OuarcBU  low, 
and  in  about  three  or  four  days  the  cure  was  i-adical.  What 
was  the  most  singular  in  this  case,  the  eye  that  was  cured  wau 
fimaller  than  the  other.  I  was  struck  at  once  wilh  this  dispro- 
portion, and  the  boy  made  the  same  remark.  As  for  the  gon- 
orrhoea, there  was  no  change  during  that  time.  I  thought  that 
Ghiartsa  would  have  some  influence  upon  this  disease,  because 
it  bad  cured  one  of  its  manifestations.  But  I  was  mistaken, 
for  after  ten  days  of  treatment  the  case  was  not  improved  and 
I  was  obliged  to  resort  to  the  old  remedies,  Cantharis,  etc. 

Case  II.  —  Mr.  X ,  a  painter,  sixty-five  years  old,  was 

subject  from  his  youth  to  numerous  attacks  of  articular  rheu- 
matism. Since  he  was  twenty  years  old  he  never  passed  one 
year  without  an  attack  of  this  disease,  and  both  knees  hud 
been  several  times  anchylosed,  when  he  thought  that  he  would 
try  Homceopathy.    I  found  him  sitting  in  a  low  chair,  and  mov- 
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ing  his  right  limb  witb  a  mechanical  apparatus.  His  general 
health  was  otherwise  good.  There  was  no  pathological  peculi- 
arity about  his  circulation,  respiration,  or  digestion.  He  did 
not  pay  much  attention  to  his  present  arthritis,  because  it  was 
an  old  affair  with  him,  but  he  was  anxious  about  a  slight  red- 
ness and  itching  of  the  left;  conjunctiva.  I  could  not  evoke 
any  mechanical  cause,  nor  excess  of  work,  etc. ,  and  I  was  forced 
to  consider  it  a  rheumatismal  conjunctivitis.  In  consequence, 
I  prescribed  Spigdia  3'.  The  next  day,  19  Deo.,  1875,  he  was 
worse  and  had  some  fever.  Light  was  excluded  from  the  roonii 
because  it  was  too  bannful  to  the  eye.  I  prescriiied  AcoTtiie  V, 
to  be  alternated  with  Spigdia.  The  20  Dec.,  I  fonnd  my  pa- 
tient much  worse;  his  pulse  was  at  120,  the  skin  was  burn- 
ing, great  thirst,  and  his  bowels  had  moved,  but  the  matter  was 
hard  and  brown.  The  eye  was  very  much  swollen,  and  the 
vessels  of  the  coiyunctiva  were  very  thick  and  piok-red.  The 
pupil  was  bright,  but  not  easily  seen.  It  was  a  clear  case  of 
cbomoeia ;  and  the  family  were  very  anxious  and  losing  their  con- 
fidence in  Homoeopathy  ;  they  were  very  cold  with  me.  Seeing 
that,  I  prescribed  G/uaroea  1",  to  be  taken  every  two  hours,  and 
left  the  room.     Towards  evening  I  was  called  again,  and  Mr. 

X told  me  that  his  nephew  had  consulted  one  of  our  best 

oculists,  who  told  him  that  he  could  not  help  without  an  opera- 
tion, and  he  asked  my  advice  about  it.  I  told  him  that  the 
inflammation  of  the  eye  was  of  the  same  nature  as  his  rheuma- 
tism, and  that  nobody  had  ever  proposed  to  cure  his  kueea  by 
amputation. 

The  pusillanimity  of  the  patient,  perhaps,  moT«  than  my 
arguments,  induced  him  to  try  a  little  while  longer  my  homce- 
opathic  treatment.  So  they  administered  my  medicine  of  the 
morning  at  six  o'clock  p.  h.  The  next  day  I  found  him  with 
his  pulse  at  one  hundred,  akin  was  not  so  warm,  less  thirst, 
but  there  was  no  change  in  the  eye.  The  patient  was  more 
quiet  and  willing  to  follow  my  treatment.  On  the  2id  December 
there  was  a  great  amelioration  in  the  general  symptoms,  and 
the  pupil  could  be  seen  more  distinctly  in  the  bottom  of  its 
infundibulum.  I  continued  the  prescriptiou.  On  the  23d,  there 
was  a  marked  improvement,  and  the  vaecularity  of  oonjune- 
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tiva  was  greatly  diminiRhed.  Four  epoonfuU  of  Ouarcsa  daring 
the  day.  Ou  the  26th,  there  was  only  a  single  vessel  inflamed, 
forming  a  fork  that  surroiioded  the  iris.  Ou  the  2d  of  Jan- 
nary,  1876,  this  last  symptom  had  disappeared,  and  Mr.  X. 
was  able  to  resume  his  occupation.  His  arthritis  was  not  influ- 
enced by  this  treatment  or  by  this  diathetic  manifestation, 
and  remained  in  my  charge  during  sereml  weeks.  But  at 
this  time  Mr.  X.  is  veiy  well. 

Case  III. — D.,  mattress  maker,  very  strong  and  robust, 
thirty-fonr  years  of  age,  of  temperate  habits.  I  have  treated 
this  man  for  a  long  time  for  a  professional  asthma,  provoked  by 
the  dust  of  the  wool.  I  can  only  mitigate  his  bronchitis  and 
asthmatic  attacks  with  Ipeau.  and  Tartarua  Emelicus  low.  Last 
February  he  came  to  consult  me  fur  a  conjunctivitis  of  the  right 
eye,  caused  by  dust.  I  everted  the  superior  eyelid  and  examined 
for  a  foreign  body,  and  I  found  one.  There  was,  however, 
slight  redness  of  the  conjunctiva  with  great  sensitiveness.  On 
account  of  the  traumatic  cause  I  prescribed  Arnica  internally 
and  locally.  Two  days  after,  i.  e.,  20th  February,  D.  came 
again  to  my  dispensary.  The  vessels  of  the  conjunctiva  were 
ibore  red  and  broad,  there  was  a  burning  pain  in  the  eye  but  no 
feVer,  and  the  general  state  was  good.  D.  had  abstained  from 
work  for  a  week.  I  then  prescribed  Euphrcma'  intenialty,  and 
a  few  drops  of  the  tincture  in  a  glass  of  water  to  be  applied 
locally  with  compresses.  Two  days  after,  I  was  called  into  the 
country  for  a  case  of  confinement  and  I  could  not  go  to  my  dis- 
pensary. On  the  23d  I  paid  a  visit  to  D.  who  had  a  very  severe 
chemosis.  He  told  me  that  applications  of  Euphrasia  were 
painful.  I  prescribed  immediately  Guarixa^  '  every  two  hours, 
and  I  recommended  him  to  keep  bis  bed  because  he  had  some 
fever.  I  will  not  follow  this  affection  through  its  whole  eonrse  ; 
but  suffice  it  to  say  Uiat  the  chemosis  wiis  better  in  the  afternoon 
of  the  24th  of  Februaiy,  and  that  D.  was  able  to  resume  his 
occupation  at  the  end  of  the  month.  A  curious  fact  to  notice 
is,  that  after  each  dose  of  Ouaroea  there  was  an  abundant  and 
liquid  stool,  and  sometimes  the  desire  was  very  sudden  and 
imperious.  D.  was  not  weakened  by  this  diarrhcea  and  I 
lengthened  the  time  between  the  doses. 
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One  must  not  conclude  from  these  three  cases  that  I  propose 
Guarcea  as  a  panacea  for  all  cases  of  chemosis.  If  the  experi- 
ment has  been  varied,  it  has  not  been  repeated  enough  to 
authorize  such  a  oonclasion.  I  don't  think  that  I  am  too  en- 
thusiaatic  in  relating  the  properties  of  a  remedy  which  after  all  I 
did  not  diacoTer.  But  since  the  publication  of  tiie  original 
proving  by  the  late  Fetroz,  in  the  fifth  volume  of  the  Journal  de 
la  Socieie  Gallicane  de  Medecine  HomceopaUiique,  Ghtarcea  has 
been  too  much  neglected.  Bale's  New  Remedies  only  translate 
the  French  provings,  and  Hughes  does  not  even  mention  it  in 
bis  recent  edition.  However,  Ouaraa  deserves  to  be  studied 
by  practitioners  and  by  those  who  pay  special  attention  to 
provings,  because  it  has  shown  itself  efficacious  in  a  tedious 
affection,  and  one  difficult  of  treatment,  which  the  allopaths 
abandon  to  the  surgeons ;  because  it  was  good  for  patients 
of  different  habits  and  constitution,  one  very  healthy  except 
bis  mechanical  affection,  the  other  affected  with  a  virulent  and 
contagious  disease,  and  the  last  martyr  of  one  of  the  most  per- 
sistent diatheses.  Moreover,  Guarcea  deserves  attenUon,  be- 
cause in  these  three  cases  one  only  did  not  present  a  peculiarity 
outside  the  original  proving.  Case  I  shows  a  symptom  (dim- 
inution of  the  volume  of  the  eye)  which  has  never  been  men- 
tioned, and  Case  UI  shows  another  (diarrhoea)  in  complete 
opposition  to  symptoms  related  in  the  proving. 


THE    METRICAL  SYSTEM   ADOPTED  BY  OPHTHALMOLO- 
GISTS. 


It  may  interest  the  readers  of  the  Gazettb  to  learn  that  the 
metrical  system  of  numbering  spectacle  lenses  is  now  being 
adopted  by  oculists  nil  over  the  world. 

In  this  system  the  unit  is  one  metre  instead  of  one  inch.  The 
new  lenses  are  called  dtaptrics.  Formerly  a  No.  1  lens  was  a 
gloss  of  one  inch  focus ;  now.  No.  1  D  is  a  lens  of  one  metre 
focus,  or  about  thirty-six  Paris  inches.  The  numbers  of  the 
newglasses  do  not  express  their  focal  distance  as  formerly,  but 
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this  is  readily  found  by  dividiag  the  unit,  one  metre  or  thirty- 
six  inches,  by  the  number  of  the  diaptrio. 
For  example :  — 

(old). 


,     No.  1.          (ne 

w)  =  about  No.  36 

••     1.25 

= 

'       "    30 

"     1.5 

=. 

•       "    24 

'       "    1.75 

'       = 

'       "    20 

'       ••    i. 

1       = 

•       "    18 

•      "    3. 

■       = 

'       "    12 

•       "    4. 

=. 

.       ..      9 

•  "    9. 

•  ■■    18. 

'       — 

.       «      4 

.       ..      i 

The  principal  advantages  of  the  new  system  are  these:  By 
the  adoption  of  the  metre  or  a  glass  of  about  36-iuch  fouus  as 
the  unit  we  are  enabled  to  express  the  power  of  the  stronger 
glasses  bya  whole  number  instead  of  a  fraction.  Thus  we  may 
maiio  any  combination  of  glasses  and  find  their  collective  power 
easily,  without  the  use  of  pen  and  paper  as  formerly.  For  in- 
stance, No.  36  and  No.  9  combined  give  ua,  under  the  old  sys- 
tem, No.  7  C^4-i=^6)'  Under  the  metric  enumeration  we 
liave  only  to  say  that  No,  1  D  added  to  No.  4  D  gives  No.  5  D, 
a  glass  of  about  7-inch  focus,  as  before. 

It  is  also  an  advantage  to  have  a  uniform  standard  of  meas- 
aremunt,  the  inch  being  of  difierent  length  in  different 
countries. 

The  intervals  between  the  old  numbers  are  very  unequal. 
Between  Nos.  42  and  48  it  is  j^g,  and  between  Nos.  7  and  8  it 
is  ^.  The  intervals  under  the  new  system  are  much  more 
nearly  equalized. 

There  are  other  advantages  attractive  to  oculi:^t9  in  the  new 
method,  such,  for  instance,  as  the  simpler  method  of  determin- 
ing the  refraction  and  accommodation  of  the  eye ;  but  I  need 
not  occupy  further  space  with  matters  which  are  not  of  general 
interest. 


DigmzsJ  By  Google 


THE  NEW  SHOLAND  MEDICAL  OAZBTTE.  [DeC. 


ON  THE  ACTION  OF   ALTRRATIVES. 

BT  JAMES   ROBS,   U.   D. 

I^ffiieian  to  the  Southern  Eotplfl  ft>r  DUeatM  of  Women  and  ChUdrfti, 


The  importance  of  the  subject  muat  be  my  apology,  if  any 
be  needed,  for  aakiog  permission  of  the  editor  of  the  Praxti- 
tioner  to  make  a  few  remarks  "  On  tlie  ActioQ  of  Alteratives," 
after  the  very  important  and  able  paper  wbich  appeared  on  the 
subjeA,  from  bis  own  pen  in  the  September  number.  Even  if 
Dr.  Bruuton  bad  not  expressly  said  that  one  of  bis  main  objects 
in  writing  his  paper  was  to  awuken  criticism,  I  should  hare  been 
certain  that  one  who  has  done  so  much  solid  work  as  he  baa 
done  would  court  criticism  rather  than  aroid  it.  My  object, 
however,  is  not  so  much  to  criticise,  as  to  approach  the  subject 
from  a  different  stimdpoint  J  and  the  view  which  I  shall  advo- 
cate is  not  necessarily  in  antagonism  with  the  one  advaneed  by 
Dr.  Brunton. 

I  may  be  permitted  to  recall  principles  of  tberapeuUcs  which 
I  advanced  a  few  years  ago  in  this  journal.  These  were  four  in 
number,  and  were  enunciated  in  the  form  of  practical  precepts. 
In  the  treatment  of  disease  the  physician  must:  (1.)  Supply 
the  organism  with  the  conditions  and  materials  necessary  for  the 
maintenance  of  heultb.  (2.)  Avoid  or  remove  the  conditions 
which  either  cause  dii^ease  or  aggravate  one  already  established.* 
(3.)  Deflect  the  course  of  the  diseased  process  toward  the 
healthy  standard  of  the  individual ;  and  (4.)  Enable  all  the 
organs  of  the  body  to  form  a  new  equilibrium  about  the  dis- 
eased organ.  Let  nie  now  select  for  examination  one  of  the 
instances  of  alterative  action  adduced  by  Dr.  Brunton,  viz., 
the  quiet  action  of  uitro-bydrochloric  acid  in  curing  some  oases 
of  pain  above  the  eyebrow.  Suppose  it  proved  that  nitro- 
hydrochloric  acid  produces  its  action  according  to  the  first  prin- 
ciple by  supplying  a  deficiency  of  a  material  necessary  to  health, 
just  as  a  certain  amount  of  chloride  of  sodium  is  necessary  to 

■See  The  FraettOoner,  "Od  tbe  Frlociples  of  TherapenUn,"  Ho.  zxxlx. 
April,  ISTl.    JA((I,No.  zllU.    Aagoat,  1871. 
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healthy  Dutrition,  this  action  would,  I  imagine,  do  longer  be 
regarded  aa  alterative,  however  silent  and  alow  it  might  he. 
Suppose,  again,  that  it  is  proved  that  the  pain  in  question  is 
owiag  to  the  presence  of  a  certain  alkali  in  the  blood  which  is 
neutralized  by  the  acid,  and  thus  that  the  remedy,  acta  accord- 
ing to  the  second  principle,  by  removing  a  cause  of  disease ; 
then  in  this  case  also  the  remedy  would  no  longer  he  regarded 
88  an  alterative,  however  silent  might  be  its  action.  And 
suppose,  finally,  that  the  remedy  is  proved  to  act  by  an  action 
upon  the  heart  through  which  the  circulation  is  accommodated 
to  the  diseased  oi^an,  and  that  thus  the  remedy  is  known  to 
act  according  to  the  fourth  principle  ;  then  I  think  the  remedy 
would  still  not  be  regarded  as  alterative  in  the  narrow  sense  of 
which  we  are  now  writing.  It  might  appear  that  we  at  once 
cease  to  regard  a  remedy  aa  an  alterative  whenever  any  reason 
can  be  given  for  its  action.  This,  however,  is  not  the  case, 
for  if  it  can  be  proved  that  the  brow-pain  is  a  collateral  effect 
of  disorder  of  the  liver,  and  that  the  acid  acts  upon  the  liver 
itself  in  such  manner  as  quietly  to  deflect  its  morbid  process 
towards  health,  the  action  would  now  be  regarded  aa  an  altera- 
tive. We  see,  Uierefore,  that  in  order  to  be  alterative  it  is  not 
sufficient  that  the  action  be  "  slow  and  secret " :  it  must  be  a 
direct  action  on  the  tissue  or  organ  diseased. 

AnoUier  circumstance  which  I  would  like  to  emphasize  is* 
that  "  alterative  "  is  an  epithet  which  cannot  be  applied  so  much 
to  any  class  of  agents  as  to  the  actions  and  mode  of  adminis- 
tration of  those  agents.  A  man  under  my  care  for  accidental 
arsenical  poisoning,  who  bad  most  violent  purging  and  vomiting, 
parted  with  a  tapenorm,  and  thus  gut  cured  of  a  most  trouble- 
some malady.  Another,  after  taking  small  doses  of  ^r#enic  three 
times  a  day  for  six  weeks,  got  cured  of  a  chronic  skin  disease. 
The  agent  which  efiected  the  cure  was,  in  both  instances,  the 
same,  the  modes  of  administration  and  action  were  different. 
Similarly  with  regard  to  Mercury,  one  dose  purges,  another 
-produces  the  silent  action  we  call  alterative.  Dr.  Brunton 
has  well  shown  that  Rhubarb  and  Sulphate  of  Magnesia,  even 
when  they  act  as  purgatives,  may  be  regarded  as  alteratives 
in  the  widest  eense  of  the  term  ;  but  I  see  no  reason  why  they 
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may  not,  if  given  in  small  and  frequently  repeated  doses,  act 
in  suitable  cases  us  alteratives  in  its  narrowest  sense. 

How  do  alteratives  act  ?  To  answer  this  question  —  even  to 
attempt  its  answer  — we  must  pass  into  a  new  region.  Hitherto 
we  have  spoken  of  "suitable  cases, "  "  health,"  "  disease,"  "cure," 
all  of  them,  terms  of  art  and  not  of  science.  The  fact  that 
A.r9enic  may  kill  a  rat  is  as  interesting,  and  may  be  much  more 
important,  to  the  man  of  science,  as  the  one,  that  it  may  cure  an 
emperor ;  and  a  true  scientific  explaniition  of  the  action  of  the 
agents  employed  to  produce  an  alterative  action  must  take 
cognizance  of  their  action  when  they  cause  a  disease  as  much  as 
when  they  cure  it.  We  are,  therefore,  driven  back  to  the  science 
ofgeneral  pharmacology  for  an  answer  to  our  question, —  a  science 
which  unfortunately  can  iscarcely  be  said  to  exist  yet.  We  have 
already  seen  that  alteratives  must  have  a  direct  action  upon 
the  tissue  or  organ  affected  l>y  disease ;  and  consequently  at 
the  foundation  of  a  theory  of  their  action  I  would  place  the 
law  of  the  eli'ctive  affinities  of  the  tissues.  Others  before  me 
have  noticed  the  dependence  of  the  action  of  these  agents  upon 
this  law,  and  it  is  for  this  reason  that  the  term  "  specific  "  has  been 
applied  to  them.  "  Specific,"  however,  is  one  of  the  most  am- 
biguous words  in  the  language,  and  for  upwards  of  two  thousand 
years  it  has  never  ceased  to  be  the  source  of  fallacious  reason- 
ings in  Natural  History,  until  the  labors  of  Darwin  placed  its 
use  upon  a  truly  scientific  basis;  but  in  medicine  the  word  is 
used  with  as  much  latitude  and  as  much  ambiguity  as  if  Darwin 
bad  never  existed.  Sometimes  a  medicine  which  acts  in  some 
unknown  way  is  called  a  specific,  simply  because  it  cures  a 
disease.  The  action  of  Quinine  in  the  cure  of  intermittent  fever 
is  an  instance  of  this  mode  of  specific  action.  But  to  do  justice 
to  those  who  have  most  frequently  employed  the  term  "  specific  * 
as  descriptive  of  the  action  of  medicines,  they  have  used  it 
because  experience  shows  that  each  drug  acts  in  a' particular 
manner  upon  a  special  tract  of  tissue ;  and  this  is  only  another 
mode  of  expressing  the  law  of  the  elective  affinities  of  the' 
tissues.  But  let  us  not  be  the  slave  of  words.  What  is  meant 
by  the  elective  affinities  of  the  tissues?  It  is  simply  an  abstract 
method  of  expressing  the  mutual  relation  subsisting  between 
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lai^e  and  importnnt  groups  of  factB,  just  as  the  law  of  the 
attraction  of  gravity  is  an  abstract  method  of  expressing  the 
mutual  relation  subsisting  between  still  lai^er  and  more  im- 
portant groups  of  facts.  It  is  well  known  that  each  Btructure 
in  the  body  has  the  power  of  taking  from  thehlood  the  materials 
appropriate  for  its  nourishment,  and  that  the  materials  which  are 
appropriate  for  one  kind  of  structnre  are  quite  inappropriate, 
and  may  even  be  poisonous,  to  another.  It  is  also  known  that 
when  drugs  are  introduced  into  the  blood,  one  agent  acta  upon 
one  part  of  the  body  and  another  upon  another.  Cantharidea 
acts  upon  the  urinary  organs,  Sqvills  on  the  raucous  membrane 
of  the  bronchi,  Rhubarb  on  the  liver  and  duodenum,  and  so  on, 
These,  then,  are  the  kinds  of  facts  which  are  intended  to  bo 
brought  into  mutual  relation  when  we  speak  of  elective  affinities 
of  the  tissues ;  or,  in  a  more  limited  sense,  when  we  speak  of 
the  specific  action  of  drugs.  But  there  is  one  important  dif- 
ference between  the  law  of  gravitation  and  that  of  the  affinities 
of  the  tissues.  When  the  scientific  man  has  given  the  best 
expression  to  the  relation  between  the  facts  in  the  case  of  gravi- 
tation, he  can  give  no  further  account  of  them.  He  may  hand 
them  over  to  the  metaphysician ,  who  will  resolve  tbero*  probably, 
into  "  bundles  of  sensations,"  and  the  relations  between  "  bundles 
'  of  sensations."  The  law  of  gravitation  is  either  ultimate,  or  at 
least  very  near  being  an  ultimate  law.  The  case  is  very 
difiereut  with  the  law  of  the  elective  affinities  of  the  tissues. 
We  are  not  content  simply  to  give  expression  to  the  relation 
subsisting  betweeu  the  facts,  but  we  are  entitled  to  ask 
why  the  tissues  select  particular  agents.  And  even  if  science 
cannot  as  yet  answer  this  question,  we  live  in  the  hope  that 
the  answer  will  be  forthcoming  some  duy.  The  law  is,  in 
short,  not  an  ultimate,  but  a  derivative  law,  and  science  will 
resolve  it  some  day  into  still  more  general  and  fundamental 
laws.  Even  at  present  we  may  see  a  glimmering  of  how  this 
law  may  be  resolved. 

When  alcohol,  for  instance,  is  introduced  into  the  blood,  it 
acta  at  first  upon  the  higher  brain  centres,  producing  various 
disturbances  of  function,  ending  in  unconsciousness.  There  is 
DO  occasion  to  suppose,  however,  that  alcohol  has  any  special 
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affinity  for  the  tissues  of  the  brain.  Let  us  suppose  that  it  acts 
erjually  upon  protoplnsm  in  every  part  of  the  hotly ;  neveral 
reasous  may  be  given  why  its  most  niiirliec)  action  should  be  on 
the  brain.  The  bruin  is  a  very  vascular  organ  and  consequently 
a  larger  amount  of  alcohol  will  be  supplied  to  it  in  the  same 
time  than  to  less  vascular  organs.  Again,  a  slight  interference 
with  the  protoplasm  of  the  brain  will  cause  a  manifest  distur- 
bance of  function ;  while  a  considerable  interference  with  the 
protoplasm  of  more  passive  organs  will  not  declare  itself  at  once 
in  this  manner.  Also  the  intercellular  substance  of  the  gray 
matter  of  the  brain  is  ao  delicate  in  structure  that  it  will  allow 
a  diffusible  agent  like  alcohol  to  pass  almost  immediately  to 
the  protoplasm  ;  while  the  flow  of  this  agent  to  tho  protoplasm 
will  be  much  retarded  iu  tissues  having  a  dense  intercellular 
substance.  In  the  case  of  the  alcohols  and  the  aniesthettcs, 
therefore,  it  is  probable  that  the  action  they  exercise  upon 
nervous  tissue  may  bo  explained  by  well-known  physical  laws 
without  having  recourse  to  the  supposition  of  any  selective 
action. 

That  like  gathers  to  like  is  not  a  mere  metaphor,  but  a 
law  of  extensive  application  in  chemistry,  geology,  biology,  and 
other  sciences,  and  it  will  also  help  to  explain  the  selective 
action  of  drugs  for  particular  tissues.  This  law  explains  why 
the  chemical  agents  which  have  massive  atoms  act  principally 
upon  the  dense  structures  of  the  body,  while  those  of  the  least 
massive  atoms  act  upon  those  parts  of  the  body  which  have  a 
delicate  structure,  like  muscle  and  brain,  and  on  tissues  which 
have  no  real  structure,  like  blood.  The  salts  of  iodine,  mercury, 
silver,  lead,  and  of  the  metals  generally  act  upon  the  bones, 
tendons,  and  cellular  tissue ;  those  of  potash  and  soda  on  muscle  ; 
those  of  carbon  and  tho  gaseous  elements  principally  upon 
nervous  tissue.  It  also  explains  why  the  compounds  of  the 
elements  with  massive  atoms  are  eliminated  by  the  bowels, 
those  of  elements  with  atoms  of  medium  mass  by  the  kidneys, 
and  volatile  substances  partly  by  the  skin,  but  principally  by 
the  lungs.  Two  other  laws  which  will  help  to  explain  the 
selective  power  of  drugs  are:  that,  other  things  being  equal, 
the  more  massive  the  molecule  of  the  element,  the  more  definite 
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and  local  will  be  its  action  or  that  of  its  compounds ;  and  that, 
other  things  being  equal,  the  greater  the  molecular  mobility  of 
an  ageut,  the  more  general  and  (iiffuscd  will  be  its  action  or 
that  of  ite  compounds.  I  cannot,  however,  wait  to  illustrate 
the  action  of  these  two  laws  at  present. 

Such,  then,  is  a  very  imperfect  sample  of  the  laws  by  which 
the  elective  affinities  of  the  tissues  will  some  day  be  explained  j 
but  until  this  law  of  affinity  is  much  more  fully  explained  than 
is  possible  in  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge,  we  must  ba 
content  to  accept  it  as  a  mere  statement  of  the  relation  sub- 
sisting between  a  Inrge  number  of  facts.  It  is  one  of  those 
convenient  resting-places  (anhaltspunkte)  in  science  upon  which 
it  will  be  quite  safe  to  erect  a  temporary  structure,  until  the 
lime  comes  when  we  can  subject  the  foundation  itself  to  rigid 
analysis,  and  are  able  to  build  a  more  permanent  structure  upon 
the  solid  rock  beneath. 

So  far  we  have  only  got  to  the  level  action  of  medicines;  but 
we  must  now  inquire  into  the  nature  of  that  action.  I  cannot 
express  that  action  better  thau  by  saying  that  I  believe  it  to 
be  of  a  stimulant  nature.  I  must  refer  the  reader  to  a  paper  of 
mine  "On  the  Action  of  Stimulants,"  which  appeared  iu  the 
Practitioner,  August,  1874,  for  a  full  exposition  of  my  views  on 
stimulant  action.  A  stimulant  determines  the  tissue  to  energize. 
If  it  acta  upon  an  active  tissue,  like  nerve  or  muscle,  it  deter- 
mines to  give  out  its  ordinary  function;  but  if  the  stimulant 
continues  to  act  upon  the  tissue  after  the  store  of  material 
which  is  available  for  fuuctiou  is  exhausted,  then  it  acts  as  an 
irritant,  that  is,  the  tissue  now  exhibits  proliferation  of  its 
cellular  elements,  congestion  of  vessels,  and  all  the  signs  indi- 
cative of  the  fii'st  stage  of  iufiammatiou.  When  a  stimulant  acts 
upon  a  passive  tisaue  like  connective  tissue,  it  first  appears  to 
increase  its  nutritive  activity  ;  but  this  again  gives  place  to  the 
irritative  phenomenon  just  mentioned.  Now,  when  a  tissue  is 
Euffering  from  defective  nutrition  (and  all  tissues  are  in  this 
condition  in  the  second  stage  of  inflammation) ,  the  slight  stimu- 
lant action,  which  must  always  be  short  of  that  which  produces 
irritation,  helps  tu  deflect  the  most  morbid  process  towards 
health.     This  slight  stimulant  action  of  an  agent  which  has 
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a  special  affinity  for  the  diseased  tissue  or  organ  coDstitutea 
the  alterutivo  action  of  the  drug. 

I  have  said  that  the  view  I  adrucate  is  not  necessarily  antag- 
onistic to  the  one  adranced  by  Dr.  Brunton.  It  is  quite  free 
for  me  to  say  that  a  drug  acts  upon  a  particular  tissue  by  means 
of  a  primary  action  upon  a  ferment,  although  I  do  not  think 
that  this  statement  would  much  advance  my  knowledge.  It 
appears  to  me  that  the  most  important  part  of  my  assertion 
would  still  be  the  fact  that  the  tissue  itself  is  affected  by  the 
drug. 

I  prefer,  therefore,  to  rest  the  theory  of  the  action  of  altera- 
tives on  the  local  stimulant  action  of  drugs  upon  particular 
tissues  without  mention  of  the  circumstance  that  this  action 
may  possibly  he  brought  about  by  an  action  on  the  ferments 
by  means  of  which  nutrition  is  carried  on. 


On  FASAsmc  Gbowths  m  the  Huham  Ldko.  —  Dr.  Paul  Fur- 
bringer,  of  Heidclbeig,  has  arrived  at  the  following  concluBions 
regarding  the  growth  of  fungi  in  the  luofcs.  1.  Their  seat  Is  only  in 
diseased  portious  of  the  parenubyma,  and  they  are  to  be  regarded  as 
a  secondary  affeciion.  2.  Stagnating  blood,  and  the  products  of  its 
decomposilion,  furnisU  a  favorable  soil  fur  the  development  of  fungL 
3.  Acute  aOecLioDB  of  thr  lungs,  occurring  in  those  of  healthy  constitu- 
tions, exclude  this  growth,  wliile  the  opposite  conditions  of  chronicity 
and  cachexia  favor  it.  4.  The  presence  of  putrid  decomposition 
appears  to  prevent  the  formation  of  mould-fVingus,  while  that  of  ttie 
satiizomyceteB.  especially  bacteria,  goes  on.  5.  The  clinical  diagnosis 
'of  this  condition  will  depend  upon  the  discovery  of  the  germs  of  the 
fungus  in  recently  expectorated  sputa.  —  Vinhou^s  Archtv.^  March  28, 
1876. 


On  THB  Relation  bbtwekk  Phosphoric  Acid  and  NrraooBK  ik  the 
Dkimb. — We  quote,  from  Dr.  W.  Zuelzer,  of  Berlin,  the  following 
brief  summing  up  of  his  own  conclusions  on  the  subject.  In  support 
of  them,  he  furnishes  very  numerous  tables  of  compariaon  and  ob- 
servations of  the  action  of  various  remedies  and  in  various  diseases. 
1.  The  relation  between  phosphoric  acid  and  nitrogen  in  the  orine  is 
under  normal  circumstances  constant,  but  when  subject  to  different 
iafluences,  variable,  2.  The  fluctuations  in  this  relation  are  cbarac- 
leristic  of  tlie  periods  of  advance  and  decrease  of  tlie  conversion 
of  tisHoe  in  tbe  nervous  substance.  3.  The  general  metamorphosis 
of  tissue  (of  the  "flesh")  is  dependent  upon  the  nervous  activity.  — 
Vinhoufi  Archiv.,  March  28,  1876. 
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^%t  ^m  (SngUnd  ^t&M  (^sttXt. 

BOSTON,   DECEMBER,  1876. 

In  oar  October  number  we  took  occasion  to  call  the  attention  of 
our  readers,  more  eepeoially  tbrougbout  Mew  England,  to  the  obliga- 
tion under  nhicb,  as  members  of  a  struggling  cause,  they  must  neces- 
sarily consider  themselves  of  supporting  the  Gazette,  not  alone 
with  their  subscriptions,  but  with  their  contributions  as  well,  in  the 
form  of  flree  expresstoa  of  opinion  and  records  of  their  best  and  most 
carenilly  sifted  experience.  The  natural  and  pardonable  impatience 
engendered  in  the  editorial  bosom  by  the  increasing  dnllneiiB  and  stag- 
nation following  among  our  brethren  from  individus^l  success  and 
worldly  prosperity,  caused  na  to  lift  np  oar  voice  witb  a  somewhat 
painfbl  wail,  which  has  elicited  prompt  responses  from  various  qaar- 
ters.  As  the  general  tone  of  these  responses  is  one  of  surprise  and 
indignation  that  material  should  be  so  short  where  there  appeared  to 
be  BO  many  to  supply  it,  we  are  ted  to  infer  that  nothing  more  is 
wanted  than  a  gentle  fillip  on  some  sensitive  spot  in  the  New  England 
bomceopathic  organism  to  arouse  it  to  the  requisite  degree  of  literary 
activity  and  productiveness. 

We  are  grateful  to  those  whose  expressions  of  interest  and  encouiv 
agement  for  the  journal  have  been  accompanied  by  articles  and  prom- 
ises of  articles ;  but  we  beg  to  point  out  to  all  the  absolute  necessity 
that  exists  for  so  large  a  supply  of  practical,  original  papers  that 
Homceopathy  may  be  creditably  represented,  and  our  editorial  labors 
and  annoyances  materially  lesseaed.  It  is  to  be  remembered  that  it 
is  not  so  much  individual  success  in  practice  that  atteeto  the  vitality 
and  progressive nesB  of  our  school  as  the  free  and  enthnsiastic  contri- 
bution to  our  literature,  and  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  for  a  moment, 
that,  in  this  respect.  New  England  will  long  be  fpund  behind  other 
sections  of  the  country. 

As  the  Gazbttb  is  not  a  pecuniary  enterprise  nor  an  advertising 
medium  for  ambitious  doctors,  but  an  organ  of  expression,  called 
forth  by  the  necessities  of  our  school  here,  and  approved  by  common 
consent,  we  are  at  liberty  to  spealt  with  perfect  freedom  to  its  con- 
stituents, before  whom  we  need  have  no  business  secrets,  and  with 
whom  we  are  not  under  the  necessity  of  resorting  to  the  nsual  business 
trioks  to  keep  aAoat.    Whatever  changes  may  take  place  in  the  edi- 
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tonal  etaff  of  the  Journal,  or  in  its  management,  and  hovever  it  may 
languish,  from  time  tn  time,  in  consequence  of  the  languid  supply  of 
contributione,  it  is  not  to  be  conceived  that  it  should  ceaae  to  exist 
or  to  fill  at)  im|K>rtant  position  as  a  meuns  of  adOing  to  the  general 
stAck  of  professional  knowledge,  of  recording  mature  esperience,  of 
leaching  the  young,  of  airing  grievances,  and  of  nniting  the  scattered 
energies  of  our  colleagues  upon  a  common  object.  While  these  are 
the  reasons  of  its  being,  it  is  not  likely  to  go  down,  except  with  the 
wreck  of  Homoeopathy  itself, —  a  consummation  of  which  there  never 
was  less  likelihood,  —  and  it  will  be  saved,  furthermore,  from  becoming 
the  mouth-piece  of  any  clique  or  exclusive  hobby-rider,  or,  worst  of 
all  journalistic  fates,  of  degenerating  into  a  receptnele  for  text-book 
literature,  crude  and  undigested  assertion,  editorial  poetry,  or  buffoon- 
ery such  as  would  suit  the  columns  of  the  Danbury  News.  Let  no 
man  forget  that  there  is  genuine  and  heavy  work  to  be  done,  and  that 
the  time  is  rapidly  approaching  when  every  one  will  be  called  upon  to 
justify  his  own  position,  and  when  it  may  be  desirable  to  have  at 
hand  a  literature  able  to  bear  the  teat  of  rational  criticism. 


We  learn  ttom  Dr.  Worcester,  of  Bnrllngton,  Vermont,  that  power- 
ful and  partially  successful  efforts  were  made  by  the  Allopathic  Medi- 
cal tjociety  of  that  State,  in  the  last  session  of  the  legislature,  to 
create  a  Stale  Board  of  Health  under  allopathic  control,  and  to  pass 
a  bill  to  "Regulate  the  Practice  of  Medicine."  The  main  object  ot 
these  well-laid  moves  were  defeated  for  the  present  mainly  by  the 
efforts  of  homceopathists ;  but  the  fight  appears  to  have  been  a  bard 
one.  Dr.  Worcester  promises  to  send  us  at  an  early  day,  for  pnblica- 
tion,  a  more  detailed  account  of  the  affair,  which  cannot  fail  to  interest 
our  readers,  especially  as  coming  from  so  able  a  pea,  and  from  one 
who  took  the  leading  part  in  warding  off  the  attack. 


Dr.  A>  Claude,  whose  interesting  article  on  Ouarma,  appears  in 
thisDumbpr  of  the  Gazbtte,  has  recently  removed  fromKue  Faubourg 
St.  HoDori  to  No.  18  Rue  Cauuartii*,  Paris.  Dr.  Claude  is  the  act- 
ing secretary  of  the  Hommopatbic  Society  in  Paris,  and  was  for  some 
time  connectcil  with  tiie  French  legation  at  Washington,  and  is  there- 
fore quite  familiar  with  our  language  and  the  habits  of  our  people, 
many  of  whom  will  be  glad  to  have  his  address  on  visiting  Paris. 
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REVIEWS  AND  NOTICES  OF  BOOKS. 

A  Treatise  ok  Hcman  Phtsiology.  By  John  C.  Dalton,  M.D., 
6ib  Kdilion,  revised  and  enlarged.  Pbila. :  Henry  C.  Lea. 
The  meritB  of  this  work  have  been  so  long  and  so  well  known  that 
it  calls  for  do  extended  notice  at  our  bands  at  this  time.  The  signifl- 
caut  fact  that  this  is  already  the  stxtli  rdition,  and  that  it  has  been 
most  carefully  revised  and  judiciously  enlarged,  to  bring  it  to  a  level 
with  the  progress  made  id  pfayaioloj;y  since  the  appearance  of  the 
fifth  edition,  should  be  pointed  out  with  particular  emphasis.  To  the 
many  physicians  in  this  coaotry  who,  as  we  may  say,  have  been 
reared  on  Dr.  Dalton's  test-book,  and  who,  therefore,  use  it  as  a  book 
of  reference  with  the  more  convenience  and  with  especial  trust,  this 
new  edition  must  be  motst  welcome,  and  to  students  no  better  work 
can  be  recommended. 

Unlike  Dr.  Klint,  Dr.  Dalton  eschews  as  vigorously  as  possible  all 
fruitless  discussions,  hy|xttbetical  etateraenta,  and  doubtful  observa- 
tions. His  aim  is  to  present  nil  tlic  well-ascertained  physiological 
facts,  and  the  legitimate  inferences  from  these,  in  language  as  plain 
and  concise  as  may  be  consistent  witli  a  lucid  e.'cplanai.ion  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  in  this  no  man  has  been  more  successful.  The  key-note  of  the 
whole  book  is  to  be  founil  in  the  introductory  chapter,  p.  26,  In  the 
plain  statement  that  "  the  only  method  by  which  physiology  can  be 
studied  is  the  observation  of  nature.  The  phenomena  presented  by 
living  creatures  are  only  to  be  learned  by  rtireci  examination,  and 
cannot  be  inferred,  by  any  process  of  reasoning,  from  any  other  facts 
of  a  different  character.  Even  a  knowledge  of  the  minute  structure 
of  a  part,  however  exact,  cannot  furnish  any  information  as  to  Its 
active  properties  or  function ;  and  these  properties  can  be  learned 
only  by  examining  the  organ  when  it  is  in  a  stale  of  activity."  When 
this  most  fundamental  of  all  scientific  truths  relating  to  raediciue  shall 
he  fully  recognized  in  therapeutics,  as  well  as  in  the  auxiliary  science, 
the  homceopathic  lamb  may  lie  down  securely  by  the  side  of  the  allo- 
pathic lion. 


A  Text-Book  of  Huhah  FBrsioLOOT.  Designed  far  Practitioners 
and  Students  of  Medicine.  By  Austin  Flint,  Jr.,  M.D.  Appleton 
&Co. 

Within  the  last  year  a  sudden  eruption  of  physiological  works  has 
taken  place  in  this  country,  quite  unexampled  in  the  history  of  our 
professional  literature,  and  marking,  apparently,  a  new  departure  in 
American  medicine.  As  American  physicians  have  prided  themselves, 
hitherto,  upon  the  purely  practical  or,  more  properly  speaking,  clini- 
cal direction  of  their  pursuits,  and  as  their  beet  succesaes  have  been 
achieved  at  the  bedside,  it  is  by  no  means  certain  as  yet  whether 
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this  new  departure  in  the  anxilisry  sciences  is  to  be  hailed  with  Joy. 
There  can  be  no  doubt,  however,  that  eotne  or  the  physiological  works 
which  have  sprang  from  it  are  of  a  high  order  of  merit.  Among 
these.  Dr.  Flint's  Text-Bcok  takes  its  place  in  the  front  rank,  and  if 
we  look  for  completeness  in  th<t  trsdittonal  form  of  text-books  of 
physiology,  there  is  none  in  the  language  that  can  be  placed  by  its 
side. 

The  author  points  out  in  the  preface  that  the  work  is  neither  more 
nor  less  than  a  condeusaiion  of  his  large  encyclopedic  work,  prepared 
to  meet  the  wants  of  the  student,  and  we  may  add,  it  possesses  both 
the  merits  and  short-comings  of  the  parent  work.  Like  this,  it  em- 
braces not  only  what  may  be  safely  accepted  to-day  as  well-eBtablished 
physiological  facts,  but  all  the  endless  mass  of  dogmas  and  theory 
which  Lave,  until  recent  years,  been  supposed  to  be  as  good  as  posi- 
tive data.  Id  this  respect  the  work  differs  widely  from  the  most 
modern  worhs  of  Earopean  physiologists  designed  for  the  nse  of  stu- 
dents, and  if  its  bulk  ia  compared  with  that  of  the  text-books  of  Folk, 
Hermsnn,  Eiiss,  and  others,  we  cannot  tut  wonder  at  the  difference. 
While  these  occupy  no  more  space  than  is  afforded  by  from  two  to 
three  hundred  pages,  medium  octavo,  in  wide  and  fair-sized  print. 
Dr.  Flint's  work  covers  close  upon  a  thonsand  pages,  royal  octavo,  in 
t}-pe  quite  loo  small  for  a  handbook. 

Tbis  difference  is  accounted  for  in  part  by  the  (bll  and  det^led 
anatomical  descriptions  which  have  been  retained  here,  while,  in  the 
works  mentioned,  they  aie  very  properly  omitted,  and  in  part  too  by 
the  numerous  and  Qnely-executeii  wood-cuts,  which  form  a  prominent 
ftature  of  the  work.  But  it  must  be  confessed  that,  kaving  these 
fair  reasons  for  bnlklnese  aside,  the  proportions  of  the  book  arc  still 
too  ample  for  the*  purposes  it  is  intended  to  subserve,  and  this  in 
consequence  of  the  unnecessary  amount  of  theoretical  detail,  the  mass 
of  insulQcienlly  established  observations  of  donbtAil  value,  and  also 
in  consequence  of  a  painfull  tendency  on  the  part  of  the  author  to 
indulge  in  repetition  and  verbiage.  Instances  of  these  serious  defects 
in  any  book,  but  especially  in  a  text-book,  are  to  be  found  in  nearly 
every  chapter,  and  although  they  give  the  whole  an  appearance  of 
completeness  and  accuracy  much  to  be  desired  in  a  book  of  reference, 
they  necessarily  detract  from  its  value  by  the  vagueness  and  con- 
fusion they  cause  in  the  student's  mind. 

A  marked  example  of  ihis  vagueness,  lack  of  accuracy,  and  ten- 
dency to  repetition,  is  to  be  seen,  among  others.  In  the  four  closely 
printed  pages  (55  to  58  inclusive),  purporting  to  treat  of  the  rhythmi- 
cal contractions  of  the  heart.  The  subject  of  rhythm,  or  even  of  alter- 
nate contruction  and  reUsation,  is  scarcely  mentioned  in  these  pages, 
which  are  devoted  instead  to  the  discussion  of  the  nature  of  muscular 
contractibility  in  general,  its  discovery,  history,  and  differentiation 
from  nerve  influence,  all  of  which  arc  again  discussed  under  the  re- 
spective heads  of  the  physiological  properties  of  muscular  tissue,  of 
irritnbility  of  nerve-tissue,  and  of  the  influence  of  the  nrrvous  system 
upon  (he  heart's  action. 

This  rcpelition  is  all  the  more  unnecessary  and  misleading  as  the 
contraotitity  of  the  heart's  muscle  b  by  no  means  the  cause,  bat 
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rather  the  indispensable  coDditioa  of  the  rbythmical  contractions. 
The  cause  of  the  regular  alternalioo  between  contraclion  and  relaxa- 
tion is  to  be  looketl  for  in  the  action  of  the  inhibitory  and  regulating 
centres  of  the  pneumogaetric  and  of  the  sympathetic,  and  all  that  can 
safely  be  taught  concerning  these  can  be  said  in  less  than  two  dozen 
lines. 

The  same  tendency  to  diffuseness  may  be  seen  in  the  detailed  de- 
scription of  innumerable  experiments,  of  little  or  do  practical  value, 
on  animals,  together  with  the  instruments  and  procedures  by  means 
of  which  they  are  carried  out,  all  of  which  may  be  of  interest  to  the 
specialist,  but  can  be  of  very  little  importance  to  the  physician  or 
Bindent.  In  the  chapter  on  the  fhnctiona  of  the  encephaloD,  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  author  to  attach  importance  to  detail,  and  bis  determina- 
tion to  say  something  concerning  all  the  parts  treated  of,  whether 
this  he  sound  or  not,  become  positively  trying.  The  almost  endless 
discussion  of  mooted  points,  such  as  the  localization  of  the  faculty  of 
speech  in  the  anterior  lobe  of  the  left  hemisphere,  the  analysis  of 
Andral's  ninety-three  cases  of  disease  of  the  cerebellum,  the  vain 
attempts  to  determine  the  functions  of  the  corpora  striata  and  optic 
thatami,  and  the  enumeration  of  the  experiments  of  Maury  upon 
himself,  to  establish  what  was  known  with  quite  as  much  certainty 
beforehand,  namely,  the  fact  that  the  reflex  ideas  called  dreams  may 
take  place  during  sleep,  as  the  result  of  external  impressions,  all 
abundantly  sustain  this  adverse  criticism.  It  would  almost  seem  aa 
if  everything  was  llsb  that  comes  to  Dr.  Flint's  net,  at  least  everything 
that  comes  tVom  the  quarter  which  he  is  diBposed  to  look  upon  as 
authoritative  or  trustworthy.  In  the  chapter  on  fecundation,  be 
qaotes  at  length  "  a  most  remarkable  paper"  by  one  Dr.  Beck,  who 
lives  "  out  West,"  in  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.  This  Wesiern  doctor  declares 
that  be  observed  with  his  own  eyes  how  the  mouth  of  (he  womh  autu- 
ally  opened  and  shut  "  in  five  or  six  successive  gasps  "  at  the  height 
of  the  sexual  orgasm,  thus  acLnaliy  sbowing  itself  capable  of  swallow- 
ing up  bodily  any  matter  which  may  be  placed  before  it  at  the  right 
moment.  This  statement  is  even  less  probable  than  that  of  a  gyne- 
cologist In  one  of  the  German  periodicals,  who  found  that  the  sperma- 
tozoids  make  use  of  the  elongated  plug  of  clear,  tough  mucus,  often 
found  projecting  like  a  cord  from  the  os,  to  climb  to  their  destination, 
much  in  the  same  way,  we  may  suppose,  as  a  sailor  shins  up  the  main- 
stay to  the  mast-head. 

We  might  cite  many  more  instances  of  the  anther's  eagerness  to 
swell  (he  volume  of  bis  book  by  detailing  inconclusive  experiments 
and  observations  of  the  most  faulty  and  imperfect  kind,  which  are  thus 
made  to  pass  current  for  "science,"  and  to  assume  a  degree  of  import- 
ance which  they  by  no  means  merit.  But  it  would  be  unjust  to  hold 
Ur.  Flint  personally  responsible  for  this  lavisbness  of  information,  or 
to  suppose  him  guilty  of  the  unreasonable  desire  to  lend  the  weight  of 
bis  authority  to  what  is  untrusl  worthy.  The  fact  is  that,  as  a  teacher 
of  experience,  he  is  fully  aware  of  ihe  claims  of  the  profession  on  medi- 
cal students  and  young  physicians,  anil  that  both  in  this  counlrj'  and 
abroad,  it  is  the  fashion  to  accept  as  souud  and  authoritative  what- 
ever emanates  fVom  the  physiological  laboratories,  or  any  other  source 
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having  (be  siinction  of  the  great  medical  trades-auion.  This  body 
must  siirroiiiKl  itself  with  an  air  of  infallibility,  in  order  to  exclude 
cSVctually  all  that  does  not  suit  its  leading  notions,  and  to  maiiit^n 
its  tiailiiional  authority. 

Having  called  attention  to  the  shortcomings  of  the  work,  we  must 
guani  airuinst  giving  them  undue  prominenca.  If  we  have  been  con- 
fttrnined  to  say  that  it  contains  much  that  could  have  been  omitted 
with  iidvantnge,  we  oheeifiiUy  hear  testimony  to  the  fact  that  very 
little  bus  been  omitted  which  such  a  book  m^y  be  expected  to  contain. 
It  bears  evidence  everywhere  of  the  painstaking  ambition  of  the 
author  to  place  in  the  hands  of  the  student  and  practitioner  an 
exhaustive  physiological  treatise.  The  very  defects  we  have  men- 
tioned are  attributable  to  what  we  roust  look  upon  as  over-conscien- 
tiousness in  this  regard.  We  heartily  commend  the  work,  therefore, 
as  a  handy  book  of  reference,  rather  than  as  a  textr-book,  and  can 
assure  our  readers  that  it  is  a  little  physiological  library  in  itself, 
wliich  will  prove  of  great  advantage  to  all  who  look  for  the  most 
modPFD  teachings  of  physiology. 
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ITEMS  AND   EXTRACTS. 


Ovariotomy,  with  Drainage  through  the  PERrroNBAi.  Cavitt.  — 
Dr.  Olshausen,  of  Halle,  has  sumajarized  bia  experiences  in  ovariot- 
omy, with  especial  reference  to  the  use  of  drainage  through  Douglas' 
cul-de-sac,  giving  an  exhibit  of  tweuty-Ove  cases  fn  which  he   has 
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operated.  He  has  come  to  share  Sims'  Tormer  opiDion,  that  tbe  ma- 
jority of  deaths  afier  ovariotomy  are  due  to  aepticiemia.  hni.  thinks 
that  the  qnestion  of  tlie  advisability  or  not  of  tho  ase  of  drainaife 
tubes  should  be  determinnl  hy  practical  experience,  and  not  by  the- 
oretical CO iiside rations.  He  discussea  the  objectioua  to  the  use  of 
the  carbolized  ajiray  in  the  operation,  and  expreases  the  opinion  that 
drainage  ond  greater  care  in  preventing  septic  infection  will  improve 
even  tlie  admirable  figures  of  Spencer  Welts.  He  gives  tbe  details 
of  the  operation  as  he  practices  it,  insisting  particularly  on  numeroua 
antiseptic  precautions  with  carbolic  acid.  After  the  removal  of  the 
tumor  is  completed,  he  makes  a  puncture  from  Douwlaa'  cul-ile-sac 
into  the  recto-uterine  escavalion  with  a  trocar  of  full  four-tenths  of 
an  inch  calibre,  and  carries  a  drainage  tube  of  the  same  size  through 
it,  and  plnces  it  in  the  anperior  angle  of  tbe  wound.  He  regards  tbe 
first  forty-eiglit,  and  more  particularly  the  first  twenty-four  honrs 
after  the  operation,  as  the  most  important  in  respect  to  afler-treal^ 
ment  in  this  method,  believing  with  Sims  that,  during  that  period,  a 
thin  fiuid  secretion  ia  rapidly  produced,  having  highly  septic  properties, 
and  that  it  must  be  promptly  got  rid  of.  To  this  end,  he  recoramenda 
syringing  out  the  tube  with  a  warm  salicylic  acid  solution  every  hour 
or  two  hours  during  the  first  day.  He  generally  removes  the  drainage 
tube  about  the  twelfth  day.  The  thermometer  generally  indicates,  by 
the  third  day,  what  is  to  he  the  fate  of  the  patient.  Of  the  twenty- 
five  cases  which  he  reports, tbe  last  firteen  were  treated  with  the 
drainage  tubes.  Of  the  first  ten  cases  two  recovered,  of  the  laat 
fiHeen,  eleven.  He  does  not,  however,  claim  the  whole  of  the  im- 
provement for  the  drainage,  but  attributes  U  to  bettor  surroundings 
of  the  patients,  greater  cleanliness,  and  especially  thorough  disin- 
fectant measures,  and  to  bis  own  increased  skill.  He  believes,  how- 
ever, witb  Nussbaum,  that  drainage  has  saved  many  easea  that  would 
otherwiae  have  rapidly  aucoumbed.  —  Berl,  Klin,  Wock.,  March  6  and 
X3,  18/6. 

The  Inoculabilitt  op  Relafsino  Fever.  —  l>r.  MotschutkolTsky. 
of  Odessa,  has  been  experimenting  for  several  years  with  inocidations 
upon  man  and  animals  with  tlie  matter  of  typhus,  typhoid,  and  relaps- 
ing fevers,  and  waa  auccessful  in  the  case  of  the  last  disease  only,  and 
in  the  human  subject.  He  succeeded  only  by  the  use  of  the  blood 
taken  during  a  paroxysm  of  fever,  and  it  made  do  difference  whether  it 
contained  spirilla  or  not.  The  disease  thus  induced  differed  in  do 
respect  whatever  from  that  due  to  other  causes,  nor  waa  any  oilier  form 
of  fever  ever  developed  from  inocnlationa  of  tbe  blond  of  relapsing 
fever.  The  period  of  incubation  was  between  five  and  eight  days. 
Blood  kept  hermetically  sealed  for  two  days  in  a  capillary  tube  yielded 
positive  results,  aa  did  also  blood  diluted  in  equal  parts  with  a  watery 
one  per  cent  aolulion  of  muriate  of  quinine,  hut  when  diluted  with 
the  one-tenth  part  of  spirit  the  results  were  negative.  —  Centralb'.  f, 
d.Mfd.   IViso.,  March  11,  1876. 

Typhoid  Fever  in  a  Child,  with  RnpTORE  of  the  Sfleen.  —  Dr. 
Wiltmann,  from  observations  in  the  Children's  Hoapital  at  Pesth,  de- 
clarea  that  in  all  casea  of  typhoid  in  which  hemorrhage  from  the  bowels 
o«carred,  it  was  preceded  for  a  few  days  by  slight  hemorThagea  from  tbe 
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mncoQB  membrane  of  the  motith  jnd  gums.  He  gives  the  history  of 
a  well-markwi  caae  of  typhoid  in  a  boy  of  ten,  admitted  to  the  hospi- 
tal, December  29,  wiih  the  history  that  he  had  been  seriously  siuk 
for  five  days.  The  temperature  ranged  between  104°  and  106°  P.,  the 
pulse  from  120  to  132  ;  there  was  delirium  at  night,  slight  bleeding 
from  the  lips  and  gums  appearing  on  the  SOtb.  The  cold  water  treats 
ment  was  nut  used,  because  a  little  girl,  on  whom  it  had  been  need 
under  iilce  circumslances  a  few  days  before,  bad  died  of  hemorrhage 
from  the  bowels.  On  January  2,  however,  delirium  increasing,  he 
was  put  in  a  wet  pack.  The  next  day  there  was  sennitlTenesa  in  the 
region  of  the  spleen,  and  the  bleeding  from  the  mouth  continued  in 
spite  of  various  modes  of  treatment.  On  January  5  the  stools  con- 
tained blood,  and  he  fell  into  a  state  of  collapse  and  died,  the  temper- 
ature fulling  from  104°  to  97.2°  F.  during  the  last  six  hours.  At  the 
autopsy,  an  ulcer,  wiiti  hemorrhagic  appearance  of  base  and  edges,  and 
half  an  inch  wide,  was  found  on  the  posterior  wall  of  the  pharynx, 
between  the  orifices  of  the  Eustachian  tubes.  The  stomach  and  in* 
teaiinea  contained  altered  blood  ;  the  Peyerian  patches  were  the  seat 
of  the  characteristic  lesions  of  the  disease,  and  the  peritoneal  cavity 
contained  about  a  pound  and  a  half  of  dark  fluid  blood.  The  sonrce 
of  tliis  was  found  in  the  spleen,  which  organ  was  enlarged  to  four 
times  its  natural  size  and  was  the  seat  of  two  long  and  deep  lacera- 
tions or  ruptures,  one'of  them  two  and  a  half  inches  long  and  an  inch 
deep.  —Jahrb.  f.  Eindtrheilk.,  IX,  3,  1876. 

Reparation  and  Destbcciiok  of  the  Pakcrbas,  avtbr  Pertora- 
TioN  OF  THK  Stouach  bt  Round  Ulcers. — The  following  unusual 
pathological  conditions  are  repoi-ted  by  Dr.  Hanns  Chiari,  of  Vienna, 
as  founrl  at  the  autopsy  of  a  woman  of  intemperate  habits,  flfty-four 
years  of  age,  the  immediate  cause  of  death  being  a  fatty  degenera- 
tion of  the  heart.  The  most  important  and  interesting  concerned  the 
stomach  primarily.  The  posterior  wall  of  this  organ  was  the  seat  of 
two  round  ulcers  the  size  of  strawherries,  through  which  a  communi- 
cation was  established  between  the  cavity  of  the  stomach  and  the  sac  of 
the  omentum,  the  latter  constituting  a  sizable  suppurating  cavity,  the 
contents  of  wljch  were  prevented  from  escaping  into  the  peritoneal 
sac  by  intimate  adhesion  of  the  margins  of  the  foramen  of  Winalow. 
The  lower  wall  of  this  sac  was  in  places  adherent  to  loops  of  the  Je- 
junum, and  there  were  openings  into  this  part  of  the  intestine.  Id 
this  sac,  ti^ether  with  other  broken-down  tissues,  was  found  a  mass 
nearly  five  inches  in  length,  and  entirely  separated  fh>m  all  other 
parts.  This,  on  examination,  proved  to  be  all  that  was  left  of  the 
pancreas.  The  author  considers  the  ulceration  of  the  coats  of  the 
stomach  to  have  been  the  first  step  in  the  morbid  process.  —  Wientr 
med.  Il'oc/t.,  Alarch  25, 1876. 

AQCAPCNCTunB.  —  Mr.  R.  Clemens  Lucas  calls  attention  to  a  number 
of  cases  illustrative  of  the  relief  derived  from  this  treatment.  Dr. 
L&lnt  unwittingly  employed  this  simple  expedient.  His  servant  had 
by  accident  overturned  a  bottle  containing  morphia  in  solution ;  and, 
wishing  to  conceal  her  misfortune,  refilled  the  bottle  with  water.    The 
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nest  da;  Dr.  L6lut  employed  the  liquid  as  a  Bnbcn'aneous  injection 
for  a  patient  suffering  Irom  sciatica,  in  whose  case  be  had  previously 
injected  morphia.  The  patient  was  relieved,  and  tlie  paiu  disappeared 
iritliuut  the  nauaea  that  had  been  excited  on  former  occasions.  After 
finding  that  the  bottle  contained  onl;  pure  water,  ho  repeated  the  ex- 
periment on  other  patients,  and  found  that  it  invariably  gave  thent 
relief  without  inducing  the  unpleasant  nausea  caused  by  morphia. 
As  to  the  manner  of  injection  and  the  quantity  of  fluid  to  be  intro- 
duced. Dr.  Dieulafoy  recommends  that  eight  or  ten  drops  of  water  be 
injected  at  the  seat  of  greatest  paiu,  repeated  ten  or  fiHeen  times  at 
one  sitting  if  necessary.  Dr.  Lafitte  says  that  he  injects  two  grammes, 
and  then  waits  a  couple  of  minutes ;  and  if  the  pain  be  not  relieved, 
then  injects  two  grammes  more. —  The  Lancet,  March  4,  1S76. 

Ok  the  AccKssistLrrr  or  tub  Ddodekom  to  Operation.  —  Dr. 
Branne  has  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  so-calted  vertical  part  of 
the  duodenum  is  accessible  to  operation  from  behind,  to  the  entire 
avoidance  of  the  peritoneum,  which  it  is  known  only  partially  covers 
the  anterior  surface.  The  experiments  and  observations,  which  be 
details,  were  made  upon  bodies  carel^illy  hardened  by  chromic  acid 
and  alcohol  injections,  and  by  freezing.  He  states  that,  as  a  rule,  the 
right  kidney  stands  somewhat  higher  than  the  lower  end  of  the  perpen- 
dicular portion  of  the  duodenum,  and  that  the  lower  and  inner  wall  of 
this  portion  is  behind  the  peritoneal  sac  He  performs  the  operation 
on  the  cadaver  as  follows :  The  body  being  turned  face  downwards, 
an  incision  is  made  from  the  region  of  the  posterior  superior  spinous 
process  of  the  ilium,  above  and  close  to  the  right  of  tiie  median  line, 
to  above  the  twelfth  rib.  The  muscles  are  divided  successively  until 
the  sacro-lumhalis  is  reached.  This  being  pulled  aside  toward  the 
median  line  with  hoolis,  the  quadratus  lumborum  appears,  and  must 
be  split  through.  Hugging  the  vertebral  column,  the  lower  border  of 
the  right  Icidney  is  made  free,  the  twelfth  intercostal  nerve  and  artury 
are  cat  across,  the  ureter  and  inferior  vena  cava  pressed  to  Ihe  inner 
side,  and  the  liidney  upwards.  The  intervening  connective  tissue  being 
now  separated  with  forceps,  the  wall  of  the  duodenum  on  the  median 
side  can  be  rec-ognized,  when  an  incision  about  two  inches  long  may 
be  made  in  it.  —  Arckio.  der  Heilk,  May  1,  1876. 

Value  of  Gokb'ru  in  certain  Forms  of  Seminal  Discbaboe  and 
Ikcontinencb  op  UatNE.  —  Cheytan  Sbab,  assistant  surgeon  to  the 
City  Dispensary,  Peshawar,  sUtes  that  whilst  preparing  a  list  of 
remedies  alleged  to  be  useful  in  the  treatment  of  seminal  discharges 
and  impotence,  he  fonnd  Gokhru  described  in  Vaidak  and  Hekmat 
works  as  possessed  of  very  important  attributes.  Thus,  when  speaking 
of  the  Juice  of  the  fresh  leaves  and  stalks,  it  is  stated  that  it  augments 
the  quantity  of  semen  and  removes  weakness  of  the  generative  organs. 
Grain  seeds  twice  soaked  in  its  juice  are  considered  to  be  unparalleled 
in  their  effect  in  curing  seminal  weakness.  The  English  practitioners 
in  India,  or  authors  of  Indian  therapeutics,  like  Ur.  Waring,  while 
fully  confirming  the  statements  of  Oriental  writers  as  to  it^  demul- 
cent and  diuretic  properties,  and  its  aseftilness  in  gonorrbtea,  seem 
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to  have  m&de  no  special  mention  of  its  further  effects  on  tlie  sexnal 
organs.  From  some  successful  trials  of  it,  Cheytan  Shall  determined 
to  prescribe  it  sy stem oti call y.  At  firat  it  was  pivon  empirlfally,  in 
all  sorts  of  cases  of  sexual  weakness,  but  aflerwardg.  and  gradually, 
be  came  to  rely  upon  it  only  in  cases  of  seminal  di.icbarpes  attended 
with  slight  symptoms  of  weakness  of  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  or  in 
cases  accompanied  with  slight  irritation  in  tbe  urethra  or  in  the 
vcsiculffi  seminalcs.  For  instance,  in  a  case  of  seminal  discharge, 
where  a  patient  said  that  his  urine  dribbled  away  ader  micturition, 
Gokbru  gave  satisfactory  results.  It  also  proved  of  some  value  when 
indications  of  congestion  of  the  proetatic  portion  of  the  urethra  were 
present.  Out  of  sixty-four  patients,  forty-six  never  returned  a  second 
ur  third  time,  but  most  of  them  took  a  supply  and  went  to  distant 
countries,;  of  the  remaining  eighteen,  it  was  of  no  service  in  two.  but 
in  sixteen  tt  proved  more  or  less  beneficial,  and  he  arrived  at  the 
following  convlnaions  in  regard  to  it :  1.  It  is  useful  in  certain  cases 
of  premature  dischai^e  and  for  certain  forma  of  involuntary  emission. 
2,  It  entirely  cures  the  moisture  or  dribbling  that  occurs  from  the 
orifice  of  the  urethra  shortly  after  mictarilion.  3.  The  effects  are 
manifested  in  the  course  of  a  week.  4.  In  a  few  cases  relapses  occur, 
6,  A  few  patients  complain  of  lassilude,  and  a  few  of  dryness  of  the 
uioulh,  from  its  use.  6.  It  appears  to  have  a  marked  effect  upon 
jrritsbility  of  the  bladder  and  prostutic  region,  and  after  its  use  mine 
can  be  retained  in  the  bladder  for  a  longer  period.  —  The  Indian 
Medical  i.azttte,  July  1,  1876.     {Fractitioner,  November,  1876.) 

GASTBOTOHr. — Dr.  Wolzendorff,  of  Greifswald.  has  unearthed 
from  the  German  medical  literature  the  histories  of  two  operations  of 
gastrotomy,  performed  byGermsin  surgeons  in  tlie  17th  century.  The 
first  was  perfoimed  by  Klorian  Malthis.  of  Brandenburg,  in  1602,  and 
a  knife  which  had  been  in  the  stomach  ItFty-one  days  was  extracted. 
The  knife  hud  an  Iron  blade  am)  a  born  handle,  and  was  nine  thumbs 
breadth  (seven  inches)  in  length.  Contniry  to  the  expectations  of  the 
doctors,  the  patient  recovered.  The  second  operation  was  performed 
by  iJiiniel  Schwab,  the  Konigsberg  lithotomist,  in  163,5,  and  a  knife 
which  bad  been  forty-three  days  in  the  storoacli  was  extracted.  The 
patient  recovered. 

A  CBARACrERifiTic  OF  CoNicu.  —  Somc  three  years  since  we  had 
under  treatment  a  peculiar  case  of  spermatorrhoea  in  a  young  man  of 
twenty.  The  disease  was  the  reeuli  of  onanism,  and  was  most  aggra- 
vated. Conium  was  decided  upon  as  the  remedy,  and  was  exhibited  in 
the  first  decimal  dilution ;  a  dose  three  times  each  day.  The  first  dose 
imiuced  pnin  in  the  teeth,  —  a  jerking  p.iin,  —  and  during  masti- 
cation the  teeth  seemed  lo  be  loose.  For  three  days  the  pain  was 
severe  lor  an  honr  after  each  dose,  and  then  gradually  subsiilel,  to  be 
lenewcd  when  the  next  dose  was  taken.  ITje  patent  had  no  decayed 
teeth,  and  had  never  before  suffered  odontalgia.  On  his  second  visit 
he  mentioned  the  matt<T,  and  objected  to  taking  any  more  of  "  tb:it 
medicine."  We,  however,  gave  him  the  third,  and  this  reproduced 
tlie  game  symptom,  but  in  a  minor  degree.    The  following  week,  oon- 
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trary  to  his  wish,  Conium  was  repeated  in  the  15th,  and  (lie  Bymptom 
was  again  observed,  but  consisted  simply  of  twinges  in  the  teeth,  and 
these  were  not  unbearnhle.  Dnring  the  exhibition  of  Cimlvm  the  ex- 
cessive nocturnal  (and  dailv)  pollutions  were  markedly  reduced  in 
frequency  and  quantity.  —  Northwestern  Annaliit. 

Excretion  of  Blue  Ubinb.  —  M.  Ramonede  reported  to  the  Sociiti 
Annlomique,  on  January  14,  a  case  of  gangrene  of  the  mouth  with 
Interstitial  nephritis,  in  which  the  urine  had  contained  indican  daring 
the  entire  course  of  the  disease.  The  autopsy  showed  commencinfc 
interstitial  nephritis;  the  tissues  of  the  liidney  were  blanched;  the 
vessels,  especially  the  veins,  were  surrounded  by  newly-formed  con- 
nective tissue,  and  there  were  some  ecchymoses ;  the  spleen  was  the 
seat  of  mnltiple  infarctions. 

M.  Robio  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  blue  matter  was  not 
the  same  in  all  cases  of  blue  urine.  Neither  M.  Gubler  nor  himself 
had  ever  found  the  urine  to  contain  indigo.  Indican  should  not  be 
confounded  with  indigo;  it  is  produced  by  the  action  of  ojcidizing 
agents  that  destroy  indigo.  He  rrferred  to  a  case,  formerly  reported 
by  him,  In  which  the  blue  color  of  the  urine  was  due  to  the  presence 
of  cyanurine.  This  cyanurine  is  a  substance  intermediate  between 
urea  and  uric  acid.  — Le  Piogria  Hidicale,  Aprd  22,  1876. 

GIA^T  Cells. — These  bodies  have  Just  received  some  further 
elucidation  through  Prof.  Bizzozero,  in  the  examination  of  a  curious 
tumor,  which  he  calles  a  tuberous  elephantiasis  of  the  right  labium 
majiiB,  and  which  may  be  considered  as  an  exaggerated  hypertrophy 
of  the  corium.  In  one  part  of  the  tumor  he  saw  a  large  number  of 
giant  cells,  sometimes  isolated,  sometimes  in  groups,  of  various  forms, 
and  whose  interior  was  filled  with  globules  of  fat,  aft«r  the  removal  of 
which  he  noticed  the  presence  of  two,  ten,  Bfteen,  and  more  nuclei  in 
the  centre  of  the  cell.  Besides  these  histological  characteristics, 
Bizzozero  demonstrated  the  derivation  of  these  giant  ceils  from  the 
hypertrophy  of  the  simple  cells  of  the  connective  tissue,  as  he  found 
In  the  tumor  all  the  gradations,  from  the  small  normal  cells  up  to  the 
largest  of  the  giant  variety.  —  Qaz.  d.  CI.  di  Torino,  February,  1876. 

SuBCUTAKEOCft  DivistOK  OF  THE  Fkmdr. — On  May  16,  1876,  Mr. 
Richard  Davy  divided  the  femur  subcutaneously  (after  Langenbeck*s 
method  on  the  tibia)  for  bony  anchylosis  of  the  ilio-feraoral  joint  in  a 
boy  aged  fourtei-n.  The  right  femur  was  fiexed  on  the  abdomen  at 
an  angle  of  90°,  the  angle  being  measured  at  the  anterior  superior 
Spine  of  the  ilium  ;  the  femur  was  also  addncted  so  that  the  legs 
crossed ;  the  genitals  were  partially  eclipsed,  and  the  right  inguinal 
fold  deepened.  A  small  cut  was  m^ide  down  to  the  anterior  plane  of 
the  femur,  immediatelv  below  the  trochanters ;  the  commencing  shaft 
was  drilled  through,  and  through  this  opening  a  keyhole-saw  almost 
effected  di  vision  of  the  femur  by  right  and  left  movemcuts  ;  complete 
division  was  caused  by  periosteal  fracture.  Th^  limb  was  at  once 
abducted,  straightened,  and  placed  symmetrically ;  correct  position 
was  maiuUuned  by  aplint  and  sand-bags.  The  yoong  fellow  progresses 
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without  gny  unfaTorable  symptom,  and  bony  nnioa  in  the  re-formsd 
posiiion  is  being  accomplished  by  nature.  —  British  Medical  j-juraal. 

The  Anatouical  Strdctcrb  of  the  Soft  and  Habd  Cbancoes. 
—  Dr.  J.  Caspary,  of  Kiinigsberg,  expressea  the  opinion  that  the 
essential  difiercnce  in  the  structare  of  the  bard  and  soft  chmicres 
consists  in  a  new  formation  of  connective  tissue  in  the  former, 
while  it  never  reaches  the  same  development  in  the  latter,  because  of 
the  constant  deslruction  of  tissue  which  goes  on.  In  recent  indura- 
tions, this  new  formation  is  seen  in  the  dense,  thick  network  which 
everywuere  surrounds  the  cells,  while  in  those  of  longer  standing, 
bundles  of  fibres  run  between  the  newly-formed  cells.  He  regards 
the  narrowing  of  the  vessels  which  he  observed  in  the  older  cases  as 
the  result  and  not  the  cause  of  the  sclerosis.  He  believes  that  the 
formation  of  these  fibres  proceeds  from  the  infiltration  cells,  and  not 
from  a  growth  inwards  of  the  peripheral  young  connective  tissue. 
This  latter  he  believes  to  be  in  the  nature  of  a  capsule,  due  to  inflam- 
matory  action. —  Vierleljakrsackr,  f.  Derm.  «.  Syph.  Ill,  1,  1876. 

To  CLBAMSB  THE  Os  Uteri.  —  Every  gy ntecologist,  says  Prof. 
Fajot,  knows  how  difficult  it  often  is  to  cleanse  the  uterine  orifice  of 
the  viscid  mucus  which  is  char.icteristic  of  certain  forme  of  catarrh. 
After  trying  a  variety  of  chemicals  in  order  to  discover  a  satisfactory 
detergent,  the  simplest  substance  suggested  itself  last,  and  was  found 
all  that  could  be  desired.  It  was  the  yolk  of  egg.  Dip  a  piece  of 
ch&rpie  or  cotton  in  the  yolk  of  a  fVesh  egg.  apply  it  to  the  orifice, 
throw  some  water  into  the  speculum,  continuing  to  mix  the  yolk  and 
the  mucus,  then  let  the  water  escape,  dry  the  os  and  It  will  be  found 
perfectly  clean,  —  British  Medical  Journal,  Oct.  14,  1876.  (ft-aoti- 
lianer,  November,  1876.) 

Pbacticb  of  Mbdicihe  in  France.  —  No  medical  man  oaa  practise 
in  France  without  a  license,  which  costs  several  hundred  flraucs 
yearly;  neither  dare  he  write  a  medical  certificate  or  similar  legal 
document  except  on  paper  bearing  the  government  stamp. 

Five  Children  at  a  Birth — The  Atelbotime  Medical  Record 
reports  the  case  of  the  wife  of  a  native  who,  at  one  birth,  created  a 
family  of  Hve  children,  three  sons  and  two  daughters. 

PERSONAL 

MiRRiBD.  —  OuKR.TSEV  — Thomas.  At  the  First  Presbyterian  Charch, 
Catasanqua,  Penn..  Thursday,  Hov.  16,  IDTG,  bj  the  Kev.  C.  Earle,  Dr.  Joseph 
C.  Onemsey,  of  Philadelphia,  to  Gertrude  Thomas,  or  Catasanqua. 

Kshoval.  —  Fcirmcr  patronti,  frieuda,  and  the  proresalon  are  respectnilly 
reqaedted  to  notn  the  removal  of  Wx.  Jefperbom  GuaRySRV,  M  D.  ((brmerly 
0^430-33  Franbford  Avenue),  t^  No.  18)9  Arch  Street,  Philadelphia.  OlOce 
boors :  From  8  to  10  a.u . ;  fTona  4  to  6  p.u. 

Eemovil.  —  Dr.  Jotepb  C.  Oaemxey  respectftilly  announce!  that  he  has 
removed  to  I4S9  Walnot'St.,  Fhlladelpbia,  where  he  will  contlnae  bis  prac- 
tice.   Office  hours,  till  9  a.  m.,  from  S  to  S  and  after  7  f.  m. 


.yLlOO^IC 


TERIIS,-$3.00  PER  ANNUM,  IN  ADVANCE.     SINGLE  NUMBER,  30  CENTS. 


No.  12.]  [Vol.  XI 

TUB 

NEW     ENGLAND 

MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 

HOMCEOPATIilC  MEDICINE, 

SURGERY.    AND  THE  COLLATERAL    SCIENCES. 


"  DIr  tHlId*  MarAI  tit  gp***." 


DECEMBER,  1876. 


nil.  liTlir  Kafki,  orPrniiuc.  Truii 
laird  frgm  "U<Tue  Humugpoihlqi 
Belf."     iContlnufd.) bi» 

ThelladWWo'Id:  In  Punifi,  lu  Oiiln- 
tutv,  Slid  Thdr  IViidQiiclvi.  [K^nchly 
Homwipilhlii  Kcvkwl (33 

Tha  Ktlli'i  IndaeDcsuf  l>iiri[ul  rhlmcHli, 
Adhcnnl  fnpucc,  elc,  upnn  Ihc  K'er> 
\cm  Byst-m  Rod  Uenrna  HciiJlh.  Bj 
rr.  B.  H.  Cheiioj-,  Now  Hmbh.  Conn.  .  MB 

Ariwl.al  PulwDliiB.  By  Dr.  B.  W.  Bor- 
rill* . Ml 

Cbcnu^xindaunru.  By  I>r.  A .  ClaudP, 
Fiirli,  FnDco.  .  i tt3 

Tbe  Uelrieul  8r>tnn  ndnptcd  by  Uiihihs!- 
molgilili.    B/Dr.  U.  C!  Ann.'!!   .  .  .  .bit 

On  Ihs   Acllou  or  Altvrstlrta.     Uy  Ur. 


laikiODatDrnlUiili 


ATrrmllKonHammnPbyilDlDKy.   By  Dr. 

J.  C.  Dalion 6«i 

A  IVil-Biwt  uf  UumiiTi  Phyfloligy.     By 

Au»iiiFllDl,Jr.,U.D M7 


Nttroiieii  Id  ibe  Uili.s 

OrnTlfitemy  viih  DridimgD  ihruugli  P 

Inoculibnily  or  RalipflrigPi'TFr  .  .  - 
Typhoid  Fivi'r  In  ■  Child,  mlth  Ruptuii 

ltl<:8|llHMI 

erpiiiiloii  atid  D«lruellori  of  Panrn 

■fWr  P>  r&raUoD  of  moraimb  by  liui 


A  Churulrrlille 

EicnUon  ul  Uli 
aim.t  cm* .  .  . 
^ubcuiancoDa  Dl 
An^lomlcBt  Bin 

CIiiiDcna  .  . 
To  oli»i..e  ihv  < 
PrncUceof  Uedi 
FlvcCliiidrenal 

Dr.    J.   C.    Out 


BOSTON: 
OTIS    CI.APP    A    SON,    3    BEACON    STREET. 


1 :  V  ■■': 


^d  By  Google 


UniTersity  of  BSioIiigaii. 

HOMCEOPA^THIC 

MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

The  8B00HD  COtJBSB  of  Lectamvlll  becln  dd  llie  BSOOND  DAT  Of  OOTOBBR,  UK, 
and  wntlDDO  lix  nHinilu.    Tb«  fulllUe*  raroUhed  by  Ih«  Ualvanit;,  upulaJlf  \>j  lu  Cbamlwl 

The  name  InitraeUaii  «iil<-h  In  flvan  b>  men.  I>  glnn  to  vomra. 
TEES.— TaregldenUot  Ulctalgan.fS&br  ami  yenr;  tl&  r«rFB>-b  ■DbHqaeDtrrar. 
To  mil  othen,  tti  br  lb*  amyoir:  (Zt  for  tmab  ■nbiaguent  y«r. 

For  OlTculara,  oddreu  SAUCEL  A.  JOtTES,  U.  D.,  Dam  of  FaeuUii,*  or  H.  D.  BtnitBTT, 
Btnrud  of  iba  Unlnnlty,  ANN  ARBOR,  Mloblgiill. 

BEST  SYRINGE  IN  THE  WOELD. 

Pliy^cians'  and  Druggists*  Notice. 

eUtel  Ih.t'hi?''.  '      n  i.«i«  n«i.    n   ..     uu     roD     o 

any  Dlhar  purpow'whors  an  Dnerna  ii  reainrad.    B«  >an 

elrcDlur  bcrora  pnrchulne  but  of  Uw  BULB  HTRIMOBd.     na  i^i"!  ii 

EmU>)Dii  Lodhaa.  K.  BacklnKham.  11.  D.J  John  P.  Karnoldi,  U.  D.; 
■oree  HnvwarrJ.  M.  D.  Dr.  WlBilow  Lowli  uyai  "Durinf  *  pro(»- 
liup^  lite  at  neiuij  any  jean,  ho  baa  aaed  all  Ifao  isrloua  a^rrnBea  mad* 
here  or  abroad.     All  of  Iham  are  lanre  or  lea*  eompllsated,  tha  rnlna 

FouQtaln  Bjriago'  mi%tatUiiHf  accompllahea  alllba  dealdnrua  nqalnid. 
ItdDwrvii  nil  au««M,  and  undoubiedly  will  eommand  It." 

MANUFACTURED  BY 

FAIRBANKS  &  CO.,  SOLE  PROPRIETORS, 

121  Court  St.,  cor.  Sudbnry  St.,  BOSTON. 


^a  and»eoeMal)i  alw, 

LaJIdaboulbulDgUUNiriNUU  oao  lind ■□pvMor  aocomaiDdulona  wiLh  board  ud  KUKBt^fO 
nndanho  can  ofibvli  own  fUVBlOlANB,  bdeairsd,  by  addreaalDK 

SIRS.  M.  ».  tva.be:. 

t  JT*.  4  fardlnsnd  Stml,  B«Mn. 

*i*  Strict  prlTBcy  gDaranlHd,  and  all  oommBDleatlaDa  eonOdODtlal. 
a.  W.  harlDC  had  thrte  yean' eiparlanea  In  harboalnai 


sua  pall 

rla  during  tbaltlmahaTlDB  had  any  of  IbcDIBEABEii  INC 

ttScBiuIbTkth 

a',i 

w™..ry),la 
ra  moud  pat 

leaaad  to  ha  able 

toiararU 

vlngdlallDgul.hadl'byalcluia.allorirhomha 

enuatberhoaaa 

Rf 

ertnara.  —  Wm.  Read,  U.  D.,  No  U3  Trem 

nt  Siri^al.  B 

D.  H.  eta 

No.  19J 

Boylalon  8l#i;et.  Boalou;  E.  U.  Clark,  U.D. 
,i£.D.,Ko.l6l  Baacongir«l,  Boaloni  ijairl 

No.  IB  Aril 

Hon 

SlreoLBo. 

on;  John 

Honati' 

Thayer,  U,D..  No.  M  Boylah 

nc^lreet. 

Boatati 

(i.  U.  Bliby,  U.D.,  No.  143  Boylalon  Slrml, 
I,  IJoaiool  U.  N.  TJiooiMon,  M.O..  No.  8  Kilo 
m.'.  8lr«t,  Boalon ;  Join  Ryan,  M.D-,Ng.  IT 

toatoiij  B.  U 

layBlnH 

Slr»l,Bualo 

n;  H 

k.  k<^mb 

■r,  «.D.i 

V.DedlianiS 

'^"b 

JoaionjJ.E 

Walker. 

»l.D.^N 

n,  UJ).,  Mo 

artmauOi  8 

rao.  Boa- 
Ko.ial 

BoaloD    Job 

n  a. 

Blake.  U.D 

a™.,  Hoalon;  Nathan  Franoh,  tLD^  Uald* 

U.  HoOoUu 

m,  1I.D, 

Ko.nr 

wlsht8iraet,Boaton. 

W 

L' 

,.,.,A^ 

oo^lt 

COSMOUNE 

[PIRiriKD  AND  COXCENTRITID  PETROIEDI.] 

Tbt  MtaDtJoB  of  HoaiMpMhla  PhfildaiM  li  mI1*4  to  llili  Daw  fann  of  PMrolaan,  whUk 
pHMMM  nmarksbla  hHllng  propartlei,  and  it  nuful  In  %  verj  vld«  noge  of  eMCt. 

Il  U  ilmple,  podUn,  ud  kIowM  IndHtraattbl*.  It  daea  lut  arupDnU  balov  400*  Fabran- 
halt,  ud  Hnr  ftaooaMI  ramald.    It  aali  wllh  tba  yraataat  Dntrsrmll)'  uodar  all  oandldcm. 

it  an  Emolhnit  It  la  laperlor  to  OlyoerlDa,  aod  fmn  lla  abteluit  noin^flnUg  Jbr  wngmt  or 
wtoittuTtt  It  can  be  mad  whara  Qlyoertoa  iroRld  prodnoa  aeiioiia  InitMlOD* 

PRICE  50  CENTS  PER  BOTTZX,  3H  OUNCES. 

In  One  Ponnd  Oa»s,  $100. 

Cosmoline  for  Veterinary  use,  in  On©  Pound  Cans,  80  Cents. 

FOR  SALE  AT  WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL  BT 

OTIS  CLAPP  &  SON, 
No.   S    Beacon  Street,    Boston. 
THE  GOLD  MEDAL  OF  FE06BESS 

Was  Awarded  to  DB.  JEBOME  KIDDEB,  for  the 

B@8t  EI«etF@-Mape^e  Maehmi, 

At  Ida  laal  Fslr  of  Iba  AmerloaD  Initltale,  In  Iha  Fall  at  ISIS. 

Ttali  >•  Ua  onlj  <lo1d  Mcdil  tnw  awudcd  for  Eieotro.Uedli'al  Appaiatoa  of  toy  kind  by  Iha 
Amarlvin  InHltuta.  Thv  oomprtitor  ol  .Imliig-an  award  of  ■  nilil  madal  maka*  a  filaa  claloi,  aa 
babMinadaaoauDtarlvlihy  plotlngabronin  medal  wllh  gold. 


_         .     ..  Wblrh 

■ccOBpaalca  tka 

DR.  KIDDER'S 


TRA.T>B    MAStS:.  • 

Dr.  Elddar  haa  nnequllod  GalTanla,  Elnlro-Uaf nells,  and  Oalnao^Juialla  Appwatiuca, 
toaeibar  wllh  lupertnr  vlectcodei  to  uio  vHb  Iban. 
To  knoK  Iha  gatinlne  Apparuu*  from  the  ipniloai,  addraH  for  IllnalrUol  oalalofBa, 

DR.  JEROME  KIDDER. 

Strlhnui  ear.  of  17th  SfrM<  mnd  4th  ^M.,  V**f  For*. 


BOSTON 


M  u>  IM  (WdMU  Tblrtr-ni  Waak* 


moM  on  MoidKri  ICanh 


Par  Ltctam,  Ollnloa,  ud  Q«danl  iHtmUon,  opw»  on  Widnnda;,  Ogtobai  1,  U7S,  tud 

'  eloM*  on  WHlDeadir,  Pcbrurj  IS,  im,— twenir-oM  vHki. 

II  li  ib«  laai  of  Iho  Fwultf  to  gin  ■  thoranih,  sompnhBMlTe,  ud  pi-Mtloal  knowltdf*  of 
aodldua  U  cTsrr  (ndusie  of  thla  Hbool.  Ths  grmdod  conrH  of  Ihr**  jMn  ba*  pro*(d  M 
•mintDUf  •■ilitkBUr}'  tbu  It  li  nnmilj  TMoninoBilHl  lo  atadenU.  Tba  fnat  ■dtanuic'*  of 
Uw  Somniar  Term,  la  aObrdlDi  an  opiKirMiillr  ''»'  UDlKwruptcd  aludr,  hava  been  nalind  bj 
all  who  bavs  tiMn  able  tu  ailBnd.  TtaroiiKliouc  (he  tint  year  coqUquoiu  Initruetlon  Is  glvan  In 
Analomf,  general  and  apnlal,  Elatolog;,  and  th*  pnutloat  nae  of  tha  yioRwoope,  Phralolosr, 
aod  Cbomlair;.  Thlt  li  done,  Doi  only  by  iMtnraa,  bat  by  ipcslal  Inatrueilon,  and  by  miuiD^ 
operailona  and  eiperlmenU  In  UiB  dlueolioi-room  ud  Inboralotln.  Tba  mloroacoploal  labon- 
I017  baa  recently  baan  grsallr  enJuged,  and  aonUlna  fouRoeD  Arat-cUaa  mlOToanopH  Iter  tba 
Ma  of  lb*  atadonta.  Ths  ClLaleal  I^boraiory  ha*  been  enUrgad  and  prnldod  with  sIxtesD 
tablca,  and  atery  undant  will  ba  annbled  in  make  piaotlcal  i«U  and  aiamlnathnu  In  Hadloal 
Oheoilitry. 

Cnintcal  Inatractlob  la  ftimbhcd  In  all  depiTtmsDUt  ud  Ibe  more  adransad  itadenU  can 
bar*  the  opportanliy  of  Tlilllng,  aiamlntng,  and  preaeriblng  for  paileuU,  and  of  aa^MJni  la 
anrtto^l  operaUona.  Thaopenlnfof  the  Maauohiuslia  HDmoopalhln  BosplUl  In  olOM  proi- 
Inliy  to  iba  Oolle|S  aBtorda  graally  Inersaaed  cllnloal  opportnulllaa. 

Ooud  board  can  be- obUlnad  near  Iha  Ooli«(*  U  modanu  talM. 


TUlTIOir  TBKS. 

Hatrlealatlon  (ansa  only) ft  M 

PrMdnal  AoMoiiiy 10  OS 

OndDMIon SO  00 

TleketafaronefutleoDraaof  leelurH,lntilDdlns  aammar  Term 100  00 

Tnatmetlon  In  Bummsr  Term  aloM 40  00 

L«tnrs  tiekail  Ibr  the  oomplate  graded  conns  of  (have  ynra,  In  ■dfanc* ISO  00 

Oradnaln  of  other  medical  oollsgci M  00 

one  at  aomo  oUmT tO  00 

For  farther  InfonnatSon  appUoallon  aboDld  be  made  to  the  Dean, 

I.  XISDALR  TAZ^OX,  M.  I>., 

A«  MarlbotVMgh  Btrail,  B—Um. 
Oiiottra  R(vl«lnir, 

JOHN  H.  -WOODBTTRY.  M.Z>^ 


(0 


.d 


-^^ 


OPtmWMIC  HOSPITAL  BurLDiHc::) 

MEDICAL  COIXECT:. 


FACULTY: 


S.  V.  KELLnon,  II.D,  EmrrftDi  rref.  ol 

Ditnun  or  Woman. 
T.F.  ALLEK.IC.D.,  l-rer.  of  UU.  Wed.  and 

WM.    TOD    HttLMnTH.    II.D.,    Prof,     of 

a  Tn.  LIEBOLD,  «.D  ,  Prof,  ef  OphllidDila 

J.  W°DOW'l.TSO,  M.D-.  I  p„,,  „,  p™,,„ 

F.  H,  BR.inraun,  m.d  ,  ( '""■ "' ' ""'" 

B.  LILIBNTHAL.   U.D.,  Prof,   of  atnleal 

■nd  l'«rcholoitlc»l  M^dicTTit. 
B.  P.  BUKDICK,  U.D.,  Prof,  of  Ubildrle*. 


W.  O.  UcDUKALD.  U.D^  Pntf.  of  O 
It.  H.  I^'ON,  Eiq.,  Prof,  of  Uedlcml  J 

V.  b.'dougfity,  1 

U  .n.',  Prof,  of  PhrtMotl. 

_.     _  _ .  iR,  ii. 

and  Toilcoloijr. 


SPECIAL    LECTURERS: 


n  DlKWes  of 
Inor  Bargery. 


CENSORS: 


The  retfular  aemitom  af  lhi>  Call 

(Hilt  UK  Ihn  ion    Jill 

Pea  for  full  coiirH  of  Lcdarrl ....  f  IDO  00       OmduBLr.in  tn* SO  00 

Fcefor  Or>r1i^  CoLine(«hlch  Inclndci  Oraduatea  of  other  medical  soHesn .       W  M 

Ihe  Iccturca  of  tba  cnllro  (cmi   of  BluilanU  who  haro  atundad  two  futl 

three  f  ran).  In  variably  In  ndvunoo   IW  00  eouran  at  olhcr  rardlcri  collcaei, 

U>iricnl>Ilan  fri £00  or  ono  SI  thi*  and  ODD  al  wae  dUhf 

Praelloal  Analomy 10  00  eollego MM 

ror  ang/lirOur  Inflirmattoit  ttat  map  be  rt^ulrtd,  applUntloit  ifeDidif  be  laJt  (a 

J.  W.  BOWLING,  M.D.,  DEA.N,  668  FIFTH  AVENUE. 


;  vL-iOogle 


PNEUMATIC  ASPIHATIOIT, 

After  the  Manner  of  Dieulafoy. 


colleclion  wllhoul  nnjr  .Inn. 


WE  Invllc  Iho  nttPliIlOT  of  Iho  Mwllcnl  rmfL-Pilot.  to  llil>  N.;ir  Apirimlui  for  Aipirnllon,  cn:i 
■IrirrU-'I  npa  i  Ihc  gciiemL  |.l;kii  uf  P  .Inlii',.  intidilluntLo-i  nr  Uluularoy'g  Aiplrntor,  but  can 


^ 


1«1.— Utiiniof  clmnglnglhopQinp  from  an  ci>niiiiilto  n  fonw-pump,  ind  rfce  rermi,  tborcbr 
s-iablliig  tbu  opoTJlur  not  vnly  to  w  ili'ir^iw  n'l  nlMiorm^l  niil.l,  but  In  liijrct  iba  cavllv  Ihroiigli 
lbs  (ulKi  Slid  ii<hd]aarthoiip.>j>.iiIiii  wllbojondsptudlj  ludueu  boollby  octlon.— ^"h  O'cuicfraj 
on  A  pinition,  pp.  aiB,  li;». 

M. — Tlie  rmplormrni.  In  onrmpparala'  Hn,  1.  otnmi'tnl  Screw  Cap.  nilln«lhe  nr«k  of  tbo 
rscdvcT  141  pll  il  ilth  Ihli  npp^irntn*  ni  fccuivly  tVil  II  ''nniii,i  WfnrEi-il  fri>m  tin  plw.t  by  ro>i- 
d-lianl  air  wbile  inJocUiif,  ir  ■eddsnUII;  ramovnl  wbllu  tbo  rvcilwr  ti  In  nslatoufvucuum 

3d.  — TlHi'iinUII  Ditnn.  for  the  onllouy  idltd  Mk  vntvca  of  other  ::pparalu>,  of  n  kind  tndo 

4lb.~A  iltnii  0  Bid  tompii™  i\  ly  Ineipewtrf  nUachmcnt  for  Bi-aruathg  iheconleBl*  of  Iho 
■tomnch,  eqiwl.lf  I  at<'iipcrh>r,  tinnrluuw  Mibon  . 

Cummi'i  d.i1Iansbe'lu*o.l  upon  our  Aaplra:Dr>,  by  phrilrlnnx  fnmlll.  r  vcllh  lh<i  litvatEnro- 
posn  mid  Amrrlcun  one*,  lead  u«  Id  beilciti  thai,  lu  wmu  I'nipoilADt  ji.nlciilaiB  nt  kut,  tbuy  nro 

In  bii  vurk  onrncDmnllR  Aipiralloiii,  DIcnlafoF  abom  the  h-rmlcmir«  nf  tho  Arplratory 
runciuro  mid  «■  ureal  iiiporiorlly  to  iho  l-iiiliiilnuTnKi.nMBUitnM  i.riiFt-iiriiledlnKnnila  In 
all  culU-clioiil  of  Puth-ilngkiil  I'luldi.  It  liaabcn  UHKlwlihBnpn-ecduiitnliiuRCUin  lEetcntlnn 
ofUHnp.Ucducil  nofBtmiigulaii-dlloniia.li  A>^)e«,IlT(Inihoni,KnipTi'ma.Fiwnniotliorai, 
EffuoJMUi  into  the  PB.Icurdlum.S  rou',  rurukniinndllpmiUieKmirioiMortbeRnccllydroccle, 
Hydolia  Cysts,  Abiccaaci  of  ibe  LUi:r.  and  ti  viuioiii  oUwr  l>Mliol"glcal  UU«ia, 


3.     Dlcnl.ifttjr'a  Notcliod  lii 

a.1,  gold-plmeJ  Amp 


Id:  Idoi.  r<'<:i;lrcr, 

Kc.dLi,  tiibta.  clc,  ill  c:uc.    .     .    «U.IM 


viih    thi 


ihoirn  In  pig.GSJ  liigXiM.  1  unl  S,  adJltiunal     .,.'.» 


mioil  111  nnraifiuoiiueonipsuiiod  with  j-;,,  farfaoltia  oTi  Iht  nrmlnrl  nr «Hr  bk 

priiileddlroollona  .......    %\fUM  faS^a^ar^i^r^M^Utt!- 

,«.  a.    Tbo  anmo,  wllhont  recoiv.T  nr-'  ' * 

with  rubber  stopper  (aev  Fig.  tKi)  In 


PU!iit,alao  vltb  prliilcddlrvcllo:.!   ,    .KM        c:^  >'«!(  tlracrlplfon  oii  u/ipIlniUaii. 

t'luatnUed  Cutilogiia  of  Burgleal  and  Alomlilng  iDilmmcnta  lent  by  mall,  poit  paid,  i 
■pplloaUun. 

CODMAN  &  SHURTLEFF,  Makers  of  Surgical  Instruments, 
13  b  IS  TREMONT  STREET,  BOSTON. 

K.  B. — E«e  our  other  itihntlHTmor.t  la  sKerBalo  Dumkon. 


.yLiOO^Ie 
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